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Homes-for-votes  affair 

Porter  is 
ordered 
to  repay 
£27m 
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By  Mark  Henderson 


THE  Hi^h  Court  branded 
Dame  Shirley  Pbrter  and  a 
funner  colleague  liars  yester¬ 
day  as  it  upheld  a  £27  million 
surcharge  imposed  by  the 
district  auditor  in  the  West¬ 
minster  City  Council  homes- 
fttr-vores  affair. 

The  court  ruled  that  John 
MagilJ,  the  Westminster  dis¬ 
trict  auditor,  had  acted  lawfub  - 
Iv  and  correctly  when 
ordering  the  repayment  from 
Dame  Shirley.  Conservative 
council  leader  at  the  time,  and 
her  deputy  David  Weeks.  Mr 
Magi  1 1  found  them  guilty  of 
wilful  misconduct  in  "1996  for 
masterminding  a  gerryman¬ 
dering  exercise  to  protect  a 
slender  Tory’  majority  by  sell¬ 
ing  discounted  council  fiat s  in 
marginal  wards. 

Two  council  officers  and  a 
third  councillor  who  had  also 
been  surcharged  were  cleared 
oi  wilful  misconduct  and  had 
repayment  orders  quashed. 
TTtere  was  also  scathing  criti¬ 
cism  ol  the  length  and  the  cost' 
of  the  inquiry,  the  way  Mr 
Magi))  had  wen  empowered 
in  investigate  and  judge  the 
case  and  some  of  his  methods. 
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“/  was  going  to  get  her 
socks,  but  I  think  she'd 
prefer  the  money " 


The  court  reduced  the  total  of 
the  repayment,  based  on  the 
sum  illegally  spent  on  the 
exercise  plus  interest,  from 
£31.6  million  to  just  over 
£27  million.  Dame  Shirley 
and  Mr  Weeks  are  “jointly 
and  severally  liable".  Dame 
Shirley,  the  Tesco  heiress 
whose  fortune  is  estimated  at 
£70  million,  will  have  to  pay 
most  of  iL  Mr  Weeks  has  no 
substantial  assets  and  is  likely 
to  be  declared  bankrupt  They 
face  costs  of  E2  million. 

Much  of  Dame  Shirley* 
wealth  is  thought  to  have  been 
transferred  to  Israel  and  the 
US,  where  she  now  lives. 
From  California  she  said  she 
was  "surprised"  by  the  ruling 
and  indicated  she  would  seek 
leave  to  challenge  it  in  tine 
Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr  Magill  said  the  outcome 
was  a  Terrific  derision". 

Lord  Justice  Rose,  sitting 
with  Mr  Justice  Latham  and 
Mr  Justice  Keene,  said  the 
pair  had  lied  repeatedly. 
"They  lied  to  the  High  Court, 
as  they  had  done  to  the 
auditor,  because  they  had  the 
ulterior  purpose  of  altering  the 
electorate.”  he  said. 

They  knew  the  policy  of 
“designated  sales"  was  illegal, 
but  persisted  with  it.  “Their 
purpose  throughout  was  to 
achieve  unlawful  electoral  ad¬ 
vantage."  Lord  Justice  Rose 
said. 

The  homes-for-votes  policy, 
entitled  “building  stable  com¬ 
munities",  was  drawn  up  after 
the  Gsnservarives'  poor  show¬ 
ing  in  the  1986  local  elections, 
in  which  their  majority  fell 
from  26  to  4.  To  improve  Tory 
chances  in  1990,  Oats  which 
fell  empty  in  eight  marginal 
wards  were  designated  for 
sale  at  a  discount  to  young 
professionals.  The  polity  was 
“central  to  her  [Dame 
Continued  on  page  2.  col  5 


Homes  for  votes,  page  10  |  Mr  and  Mrs  Hague  with  matron  of  honour  Manon  Williams  at  the  House  of  Commons  entrance  after  the  ceremony 
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By Michael  Horsnell 

THE  longest  Christmas  began 
last  night  with  record  num¬ 
bers  of  passengers  flying  off 
for  a  seasonal  break  and  the 
starr  of  a  holiday  traffic  build¬ 
up  as  many  began  a  two- week 
holiday. 

The  exodus  is  The  result  of 
Christmas  Eve  aniving  sym¬ 
pathetically  in  mid-week,  and 
many  saving  parr  of  their 
annual  leave  to  bridge  the 
gaps  between  this  weekend 
and  Monday,  January  5. 

Heathrow  declared  yester¬ 
day  its  busiest  day  of  the  year 
with  180,000  passengers.  In 


the  next  two  weeks  2_3  million 
travellers  are  expected  to  pass 
through  the  airport. 

British  Airways,  which  ex¬ 
pects  a  bumper  Christmas 
with  half  a  million  passengers, 
said  the  most  popular  destina¬ 
tions  indude  India.  South 
Africa.  Kenya,  Belfast,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Manchester  and  Glas¬ 
gow.  The  airline  will  serve 
traditional  Christmas  fare  on 
flights,  including  a  total  of 

50.000  turkey  dinners  and 
6 0.000  mince  pies. 

Travellers  will  be  leaving 
behind  mostly  mild  but  unset¬ 
tled  weather,  according  to  the 
London  Weather  Centre,  and 


lithe  prospect  of  a  white 
Christmas.  Although  drivers 
experienced  heavy  traffic  on 
the  motorways  and  roads 
leading  out  of  the  cities  last 
night,  AA  Roadwatch  said  the 
traffic  peak  would  probably 
not  be  readied  until  Tuesday. 

The  CB1  said  that  while  it 
made  sense  for  manufacturing 
industry  to  shut  down  for 
much  of  the  season,  the  retail, 
service  and  hospitality  sectors 
would  remain  hard  at  work.  A 
spokesman  said:  “We  should 
like  to  dispel  rhe  myth  that 
Britain  closes  down." 

Forecast,  page  24 


GP  code  reveals  hard  cases 


By  Ian  Murray 

MEDICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

PATIENTS  have  been  given  a 
new  insight  into  the  codes 
used  by  CPs  to  warn  col¬ 
leagues  about  difficult  custom¬ 
ers.  Strange  initials  on 
medical  notes  have  little  to  do 
with  patients*  physical  condi¬ 
tions  and  a  lot  to  do  with  what 
their  doctor  thinks  of  them. 

Many  people  have  become 
TATT,  or  tired  all  the  time.  A 
young  mother  who  comes  in 


fussing  over  a  child  is  an  OAP 
—  not  a  pensioner  but  an  over¬ 
anxious  parent.  A  hypochon¬ 
driac  is  given  the  TEETH 
treatment  (tried  everything 
else,  try  homoeopathy}- 

In  the  accident  and  emer¬ 
gency  department  a  casualty 
is  admitted  as  PAFO  —  pissed 
and  fell  over.  Some  may  be 
classified  as  SIGs  —  stroppy 
ignorant  gits. 

NFB  in  Taunton  can  refer  to 
mentally  disturbed  patients 
and  means  normal  for 


Bridgwater,  just  as  NFA  in 
Winchester  stands  for  normal 
for  Andover. 

Young  male  doctors  may 
also  be  heard  boasting  among 
their  colleagues  about  how 
many  TUBEs  they  have  per¬ 
formed  on  female  patients. 
This  is  not  a  difficult  throat 
operation  but  a  totally  unnec¬ 
essary  breast  examination. 

The  secret  code  has  been 
leaked  by  Phil  Hammond,  a 
GP  and  lecturer  in  communi¬ 
cation  at  Bristol  University. 


England  take 
cricket  trophy 

English  cricket  received  a 
timely  fillip  before  their  trip  to 
the  West  Indies  in  the  New 
Year  when  Adam  Hollioake’s 
one-day  side  won  the  Cham¬ 
pions’  Trophy  in  Sharjah 
yesterday  by  beating  West 
Indies  by  three  wickets.  Eng¬ 
land  were  seen  home  by 
Graham  Thorpe  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Fleming  who  made  70  in 
less  than  seven  overs  Page  29 

Three  Britons  on 

board  crashed  jet 

Three  Britons  were  on  board 
a  jet  which  crashed  in  Indone¬ 
sia  yesterday,  with  the  loss  of 
all  104  passengers  and  crew. 
The  Foreign  Office  said  two 
male  and  one  female  British 
national  were  on  the  SflkAir 
Boeing  737,  which  went  down 
in  a  marshy  area  on  the  island 
of  Sumatra.  The  flight  num¬ 
ber  MUSS.  was  bound  from 
Jakarta  to  Singapore. 

Tunnel  deal 

Eurotunnel  struck  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  British  and 
French  governments  to  oper¬ 
ate  Ihe  Channel  Tunnel  until 
2086,  extending  the  franchise 
from  2052.  The  move  ends 
uncertainty  over  Eurotunnel's 
long-term  prospects  ...Page  23 
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Stunning  gain 
for  Hague  as 
Tories  hail 
new  first  lady 

By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 


WILLIAM  and  Ffion  Hague 
flew  out  of  Britain  last  night  to 
a  honeymoon  hideaway" after 
a  traditional  wedding  ceremo¬ 
ny  in  the  crypt  chapel  at  the 
Palace  of  Westminster. 

The  couple  made  only  one 
brief  public  appearance  to¬ 
gether  at  a  photo  call  at  the 
entrance  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  They  were  ap¬ 
plauded  by  hundreds  of 
well  withers  when  they  kissed 
four  times  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cameras. 

With  rhe  new  Mrs  Hague 
radiating  the  glamour  quali¬ 
ties  which  the  Tory  Party 
leadership  lacks,  a  clearly 
proud  Mr  Hague  shouted: 
"Doesn’t  she  look  beautiful?" 

No  one  disagreed.  The  bride 
was  stunning  in  a  figure- 
hugging  sheath  dress  wuh  a 
drape  neckline,  draped  cloak, 
and  short  train.  The  dress  had 
been  one  of  the  best  kept 
secrets  in  politics.  Even  the 
groom  had  been  denied  the 
name  of  its  designer.  It  was 
made  by  Neil  Cunningham, 
the  young  Londoner  who  cre¬ 
ated  the  much  discussed  black 
lace  dress  which  she  wore  to 
the  Tory  Party  conference. 

The  former  civil  sen  ant.  29. 
maintained  an  old  bridal  tra¬ 
dition.  She  kept  Mr  Hague 
waiting  10  minutes  in  the  13th- 
oeniury  Gothic  chapel  of  St 
Mary  Undercroh.  She  arrived 
at  2.10pm.  They  were  declared 
man  and  wife  at  2.3Spm. 

The  bride,  who  had  been 
whisked  into  the  Palace  of 
Westminster  at  aam  to  avoid  a 
media  scrum,  made  the  short 
walk  to  the  chapel  through 
Westminster  Hall  with  her 
father.  Euuy.  on  her  arm.  She 
carried  a  bouquet  uf  white 


lilies  and  red  roses,  which  had 
been  cut  from  her  native 
Wales  on  Thursday.  Mr 
Jenkins  beamed  with  pride 
and  his  eyes  glistened  as  his 
daughter  was  spontaneously 
applauded  by  Commons  staff 
who  had  waited  for  up  to  an 
hour  to  try  to  catch  a  glimpse 
of  the  new  first  lady  of  the 
Tory  Party. 

They  were  accompanied  by 
her  elder  sister.  Dr  Manon 
Williams,  a  private  secretary’ 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
was  the  matron  of  honour, 
and  her  four-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter.  Indeg.  the  bridesmaid. 
Indeg  held  grimly  on  to  her 
mother's  hand  as  she  followed 
her  aunt  into  the  chapel. 

Mr  Hague  took  no  chances 
on  the  timing.  He  was  in  place 
at  1.32pm.  only  30  minutes 
after  the  last  anti-ierrorisi 
police  sniffer  dogs  had  left.  He 
wore  a  morning  suit,  paisley- 
part  emed  purple  silk  waist¬ 
coat.  and  yellow  tie.  which 
were  made  for  him  by  the 
London  tailor  David  Millings. 
The  outfit  was  a  gift  front  a 
group  of  his  friends.  He  had  a 
white  rose  buttonhole  in  hon¬ 
our  of  his  native  Yorkshire. 

As  Mr  Hague  walked 
through  the  Commons  the 
name  Mr  Love  flashed  up  on  a 
Commons  screen  above  his 
head.  Andrew  Love,  the  Lab¬ 
our  MP  for  Edmonton,  had 
begun  a  speech  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  chamber.  “It  is  a  good 
omen."  said  Nick  Le\y.  3).  a 
Brussels-based  lawyer,  who 
was  the  best  man.  Mr  Hague, 
who  was  relaxed  and  smiling, 
added:  "Let’s  hope  Mr  Bliz¬ 
zard  doesn’t  speak  next."  The 
youngest  Tory'  leader  for  200 

Continued  on  page  5.  col  2 
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Beckett  promises  cheaper  holidays 


By  Paul  Durman 


'We  loved  Pat 
[Phoenix].  She 
was  like  a  fairy 
godmother’ 

Valerie  Grave  meets 
Lauren  Booth 
Page  17 


NEW  controls  on  leading  tour 
companies  and  travel  agencies 
will  ensure  that  holidaymak¬ 
ers  pay  less  when  they  go  on 
package  trips  abroad,  the 
Government  said  yesterday. 

Margaret.  Beckett  has 
ordered  the  big  five  tour 
operators  to  make  dear  their 
j  links  with  some  travel  agent 
shops  and  airlines,  to  stop 
making  discounted  holidays 
dependent  on  buying  the  com¬ 
panies'  own  travel  insurance, 
and  not  to  discourage  travel 
agents  from  offering  dis¬ 
counts. 

The  Trade  Secretary'  acted 
after  a  year-long  inquiry  into 
the  five  operators*  ownership 
of  shops  that  sell  their  holi¬ 
days.  The  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  con- 
duded  the  practice  was  not 
against  the  public  interest. 
The  commission  said  that 


despite  so-called  vertical  inte¬ 
gration.  where,  for  example. 
Thomson  owns  the  Lunn  Paly 
shops  and  the  charter  airline 
Britannia,  there  was  sufficient 
competition  in  the  travel 
industry. 

But  the  commission  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  relationship 
should  be  made  clear  to  cus¬ 
tomers.  and  that  die  practice 
of  selling  discounted  holidays 
provided  die  customer  bought 
travel  insurance  should  stop. 
The  commission  found  that 
companies  often  made  large 
profits  on  the  sale  of  insurance 
that  inflated  the  cost  of  the 
holiday. 

Mrs  Beckett  said:  “Consum¬ 
ers  are  misled  by  the  discount¬ 
ed  offer  into  thinking  they  are 
receiving  a  greater  discount  on 
the  holiday  they  are  purchas¬ 
ing  than  in  fact  they  are. 
Therefore,  they  shop  arouncf 
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less  and  obtain  less  value  for 
money  than  they  otherwise 
would." 

She  was  also  putting  a  stop 
to  the  “most-favoured  clause" 
—  an  agreement  between  a 
tour  operator  and  travel  agent 
which  leads  to  some  agents 
not  offering  discounts  they 
would  otherwise  be  prepared 


'Swimmers  can 
enjoy  underwater 
music  and  dive 
under  a  glass  wall 
to  emerge  outside’ 

Inside  BUI  Gates’s 
multlninnon  mansion 
Page  11 


Japan  veterans  to 
seek  apology  as 
Emperor  visits 


'Not  Mortimer. 
It’s  too  formal. 
How  about 
Mickey?’ 

Ulllan  Disney, 
Walt’s  widow 
Page  21 


VETERANS  of  the  Second 
World  War  said  last  night  that 
they  would  treat  with  dignity 
the  first  state  visit  to  Britain 
next  year  of  Emperor  Akihito 
of  Japan.  But  they  still  want  a 
formal  apology  for  Japanese 
atrocities  inflicted  during  die 
Far  East  campaign. 

Buckingham  "  Palace  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  the 
Emperor,  accompanied  by 
Empress  Michiko.  will  pay  a 
Tour-day  visit  to  London  as 
guests  of  the  Queen  in  May.  It 
will  be  the  first  formal  visit  by 
a  Japanese  head  of  state  since 
the  present  Emperor's  father. 
Hirohito.  was  greeted  by  large 
but  silent  crowds  on  a  state 
visit  in  1971. 

Veterans'  organisations  are 
urging  their  members  not  to 
stage  demonstrations  or  pro-  „ 
tests,  but  some  want  a  meeting  * 
with  the  Emperor  during  his 
visit  to  press  their  case  for  an 
apology  and  for  compensation 
for  those  who  suffered"' in 
Japanese  labour  camps  be¬ 
tween  the  fall  of  Singapore  in 


■By  Alan-Hamjlton 

1942  and  final  .victory  in  1945. 
Viscount  Slim,  president  of  die 
Burma  Star  Association  and 
son  of  the  wartime  field- 
marshal.  has  asked  his  mem¬ 
bers  to  take  a  dignified 
approach  to  the  visit.  Charles 
Pfeel.  the  association's  spokes¬ 
man.  said  yesterday:  “There 
will  be  no  demonstrations.  But 
if  the  Emperor  were  to  say 
sorry  for  what  happened,  a  lot 
of  the  ill-feeling  towards  die 
Japanese  would  disappear.” 

•  Harold  Payne,  national 
president  of  the  Far  East 
Prisoners  of  War  Association, 
said  he  would  be  asking  his 
members  to  take  a  similar 
stance.  “There  is  still  much  ill- 
feeling.  I  do  not  like  the 
Japanese,  and  still  have  no 
Japanese  goods  in  my  house. 
But  Akihito  is  coming  as  guest 
of  the  ■Quee!j,_T5r  w&fim',j|i«5." 
have  great  respect.  We  took 
the  same  view  dirmg  Hirohi- 
to-S  visit  in  WIT* 
Moremilitant  campaigners; 
say  th$Mffiui£33*£  meetings 
with  the  Emperor  during  his 


Santa  calls. 


to  offer.  She  said  she  was 
asking  the  Director-General 
of  Fair  Trading  to  ensure  (hat 
the  companies  with  travel- 
agent  links  made  that  clear  at 
the  shops  and  in  brochures. 

Small,  independent  travel 
agencies  will  be  unhappy 
about  the  findings.  They  claim 
that  the  high  street  chains  do 


not  stock  enough  of  their 
brochures,  are  primarily  inter¬ 
ested  in  selling  their  own 
.mass-market  holidays  and  do 
not  offer  as  large  a  range  as 
they  could,  especially  for  the 
independent  traveller.  _ 

Paul  Chandler,  chairman  of 
the  Association  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  Tour  Operators,  said  the 


commission's  report  repre¬ 
sented  a  missed  opportunity. 
"There  is  still  too  much  power 
in  too  few  hands.  But  we  are 
pleased  that  travel  agents  will 
have  to  make  dear  their  links 
with  holiday  companies.” 

The  commission  found  that 
Thomson  and  Airtours  had 
operated  a  complex  monopoly 
through  “most  favoured  cus¬ 
tomer”  agreements  with  travel 
agents.  Trie  commission  ruled 
that  this  had  the  effect  of 
restricting  the  level  of  dis¬ 
counts  offered  on  holidays. 

The  Thomson  Travel  Group 
welcomed  die  report  but  said 
it  was  disappointed  with  the 
banning  of  the  discount  and 
insurance  link,  which  had 
been  “a  major  stimulus  to 
price  competition".  The  com¬ 
pany  said  that  it  would  need  to 
consider  further  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  changes. 

Travel.  Weekend,  pages  15-20 


visit  to  argue  their  case  for 
compensation,  and  for  a  full 
apology. 

Arthur  Tltherington.  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Japanese  Labour 
Camp  Survivors’.  Association, 
which  claims  10,000  mem¬ 
bers.  said  last  night  “I  cannot 
blame  Akihito  for  what  hap¬ 
pened,  even  though  his  father 
may  have  had  a  hand  in  it  If  I 
met  him.  I  would  say  to  him, 
as  the  supposedly  omnipotent 
ruler  of  his  country,  to  inter¬ 
cede  with  his  Government  to 
secure  a  meaningful  apology 
for  what  happened.  The  apolo¬ 
gy  made  at  the  VJ-Day  anni¬ 
versary  in  19S5  was  only  by  the 
Japanese  Prime  Minister  on 
his  own  behalf;  it  was  not  an 
apology  from  the  Government 
or  the  Japanese  people." 

Mr  Tltherington.  who.  re- 
court  in  Tokyo  in 
February  to  pursue  his  case 
for  compensation  for  his  mem¬ 
bers,  who  suffered  in  labour 
*  can®?,  added  that,  if  he  could 
-.meet-fibe.  Emperor,  he  would 
press  his  case. 


The  laser  image  of  Whistlejacket  projected  on  to  the  National  Gallery  last  night 

Drivers  are  unimpressed 
by  dazzling  masterpiece 


'WWi  ■.■m  .rU-inJv  i,, ta:>\  I?  rrpinih  .iinm*  mill  CjV,  C«fl'«Tiss  limno*  rVio-i-aul  CaBtr  Plus  £113  ‘  naanh  by  Km  Mm.  lilt-  Ufrpnce 

■-di.k'  ii»;i  in-  a  ran  iHt  .  wittlvl  unnl  .11a  Mniurv  ‘‘i**  Subi.fi  tn  Haltt*.  Hcav  i'k  :<-r  dtinU.  T*u  fame,  -if  tdrarifKaium  an?  required  no  pnerv  am-  inotslf  phone 

cppLoff  a  TVi**  a.-*  uv.-l.xi;  hr  dctoiL- 


HOLTRS  after  taking  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  George  Stubbs 
masterpiece  for  the  nation, 
an  attempt  to  celebrate  by 
projecting  a  laser  image  of  it 
across  Trafalgar  Square  was 
halted  by  police  who  decided 
it  was  a  safety  hazard. 

As  the  huge  image  of  a 
horse.  Whistlejacket,  bought 
for  Ell  million,  was  beamed 
on  to  a  wall  of  the  National 
Gallery,  bos  drivers  and  mo- 


Porter 


Continued  from  page  1 

Shirley's]  political  objectives," 
and  “very  much  her  baby”,  the 
judges  declared. 

Dame  Shirley  and  Mr 
Weeks  played  “inextricably 
intertwined"  roles  in  framing 
and  pursuing  the  policy,  the 
judges  said.  Attempts  were 
made  to  camouflage  it  by 
misleadingly  claiming  that  it 
applied  across  the  city  when  it 
was  targeted  at  marginal 
wards. 

,  The  92-page  ruling,  howev- 
I  er,  also  criticised  the  form  of 
I  Mr  MagiH^  inquiry,  which 
ran  for  seven  years  and  cost 
more  than  £3  million.  "Wheth¬ 
er  Parliament  contemplated  so 
gigantic  an  investigation  into 
local  authority  accounts  we 
very  much  doubt,”  Lord  Jus¬ 
tice  Rose  said. 

Mr  Magill  was  also  criti¬ 
cised  over  an  “ill-concaved” 
press  conference  in  1994  to 
announce  his  interim  finding. 

The  three  men  cleared.  Peter 
Hartley,  the  former  housing 
committee  chairman.  Gra¬ 
ham  England,  former  director 
of  housing,  and  Bill  Phillips, 
former  managing  director, 
were  all  found  to  have  acted 
improperly  in  abetting  the 
policy  but  without  knowing 
that  it  was  unlawful. 

Paul  Hayler,  formerly  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  housing,  had 
his  appeal  stayed  after  he 
suffered  a  nervous  break¬ 
down.  It  is  thought  the  district 
auditor  is  unlikely  to  enforce 
the  surcharge  in  light  of  the 
success  of  his  colleagues’ 
appeals. 

Michael  Dutt  a.  former 
housing  chairman  who  was 
strongly  criticised  in  Mr 
Magill ‘s  interim  report  com¬ 
mitted  suidde  in  1994- 

Mr  England  and  Mr 
Hartley  said  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  at  the  outcome  but 
angry  at  the  length  of  their 
ordeal.  “Years  of  worry  and 
stress  have  been  lifted,"  Mr 
Hartley  said. 


torists  complained  that  they 
were  being  Minded. 

A  police  spokesman  said: 
“Drivers  have  said  they  were 
getting  tiie  beam  of  light  foil 
in  tbeir  eyes  as  they  drove 
past  the  bondings.  With  that 
amount  of  traffic  going 
around  ,  the  square  at  rush- 
hour  time  it  cocdd  have 
caused  an  acrid  enL” 

Officers  stopped  die  traffic 
for  30  seconds  so  that  the  10- 


inetre-high  projection  could 
be  viewed,  before  insisting 
that  the  laser  equipment  be 
moved.  An  hour  later,  from  a 
different  angle.  Whistle- 
jacket,  said  to  be  tire  greatest 
horse  portrait  painted  in 
England  and  bought  with  tbe 
aid  of  £8  million  from  tbe 
Heritage  Lottery  Fund  , 
again  appeared  in  colour  to 
gaze  down  on  bemused 
tourists. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Council  is 
criticised 
by  auditor 
over  perks 

Councillors  and  officers  on  the 
Labour-controlled  Doncaster 

council  were  yesterday  sev¬ 
erely  criticised  in  an  auditor's 
report  for  taking  perks  and 
junkets  which  cost  the  public 
purse  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds.  Bill  Butler,  the 
district  auditor  for  the  South 
Yorkshire  council,  already 
bring  investigated  by  the 
Fraud  Squad,  identified  “seri¬ 
ous  failings-  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  authority. 

Councillors  and  officers 
flew  dub  class,  accepted  free 
gifts  and  even  used  the 
mayoral  car  to  take,  their 
families  to  pubs.  The  auditor 
laid  particular  blame  on  lack 
of  expenses  control  and  criti¬ 
cised  Peter  Welsh,  former 
council  leader,  and  Doug 
Hale,  the  ex-chief  executive. 

Talks  threat 

Unionists  yesterday  threat¬ 
ened  to  quit  the  Stormont 
peace  talks  unless  the  British 
and  Irish  Governments  stop¬ 
ped  their  “train  of  conces¬ 
sions;”  to  Sinn  Fein  and  the 
IRA.  Martin  McGuinness, 
Sinn  Fein’s  chief  negotiator, 
said  that  the  Unionist  threats 
were  an  attempt  “to  impose  a 
Unionist  agenda  on  the  peace 
process",  and  urged  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  resist  them. 

Theatre  scrapped 

Hans  to  build  a  IZOOO-seater 
theatre  at  the  heart  of  the 
Millennium  Dome  in  Green¬ 
wich,  southeast  London,  have 
been  scrapped.  Officials  said 
they  had  rethought  the  idea 
because  tiie  queuing  time  — 
about  50  minutes  —  would 
have  been  as  long  as  the  show. 
Instead  a  performance  “with 
lots  of  live  entertainers”  will 
take  place  in  the  plaza  at  the 
centre  of  the  dome. 

Bishop  wins  ban 

A  bishop  was  granted  an 
injunction  to  stop  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  ordination  of  a  deacon  in  a 
dispute  over  homosexuality. 
The  Rt  Rev  Kenneth  Gill. 
Acting  Bishpp  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  successfully 
stopped  the  ceremony  planned 
for  tomorrow,  at  St  Oswald 
Church.  Bishop  Gill. had  pre¬ 
viously  fcasprafcEd  MolL-^0,  a 
Iayanrith  wdrker.  from  being 
ordained  at  the  cathedral. 

Hindley  collapse 

Myra  Hindley  was  taken  to 
hospital  .  with  a  suspected 
stroke  after  she  collapsed  on 
hearing  the  news  that  she 
would  never  be  released  from 
prison,  officials  said  yester¬ 
day.  Last  night  the  convicted 
killer  was  back  inside  Dur¬ 
ham  prison  following  a  series 
of  medical  tests.  She  is  known 
to  suffer  from  angina,  a  condi¬ 
tion  aggravated  by  her 
chainsmoking. 


HARRODS  WILL  BE 
OPEN  EVERY  SUNDAY 
FROM  NOW 
UNTIL  CHRISTMAS. 


(FOR  THOSE 
WHO  CAN’T  MAKE  IT 
WE  WILL  ALSO  BE 
OPEN  FROM  MONDAY 
TO  SATURDAY.) 


Tomorrow  all  our  departments  will  be  open  From  HAM  to  5PM. 
So  take  advantage  of  the  extra  opening  day  to  enjoy  Harrods 
festive  ‘Nutcracker  Christmas*  decorations,  and  to  find 
absolutely  everything  on  your  Christmas  list. 
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ORDER  OF 
SERVICE 


Order  of  Service  of  the 
marriage  of  William 
Jefferson  Hague  and 
Ffion  Uywelyn  Jenkins 

Entry  of  the  bride  to  the 
music  of  The  Hornpipe 
from  Handel's  Water 
Music 

The  first  hymn. 
Bfasnwem,  which  was 
sung  in  Welsh 

Opening  prayers 

Reading  by  Dew 
Thomas,  a  friend  of  the 
bride's  family 

Psalm  23.  arranged  by 
Ralph  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams.  sung  oy  Jeremy 
Huw  WHIiams, 
brother-in-Jaw  of  the 
bride 

Reading  by  Robert 
Godber.  Mr  Hague's  for¬ 
mer  politics  teacher 


Marriage  service  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev 
Cynwil  Williams  and  Dr 
Donald  Gray,  the 
Speaker's  chaplain 

Gabriel  Faure^s 
Cantiqix  tie  Jeer.  Redne 
sung  by  the  choir  of  St 
Margaret's  Church, 
Westminster  Abbey 

The  hymn  Gotti#  Me  O 
They  Gres;  Redeemer 

The  blessing  by  the  Rev 
Cynwil  Williams 

Signing  of  the  register , 
to  the  accompaniment 
ol  Mozart's  Lsoaaie 
\  Dtiminom,  Dilys  Bwyn 
Edwards's  Gnrsgo&Js 
i  Kef.  and  Bruckner  s 

I  Chns-’i/s  FacfL'S  Ssl 

!  The  wedding  pro- 

j  cession  to  the  strains  of 
S  a  fanfare  by  William 

i  Mathias 


ft*  SiCKW&  55t§l 
9  jy  vuSuSH  -  ^ 


Tradition  rules  as  Tory 
first  couple  make  vows 


Continued  from  page  I 
years  had  risen  at  Sam  at  the 
home  of  Sebastian  Coe,  the 
Olympic  double  medallist 
who  is  his  chief  of  staff,  to 
drive  to  New  Covent  Garden 
flower  market  He  was  dearly 
nervous.  He  downed  two  pints 
of  Ruddles  bitter  with  the 
market  traders  shortly  after  he 
arrived  at  6.45am. 

Mr  Hague,  who  hade,  to 
exchange  his  vows  in  Welsh 
and  English,  sakt  “I  am  more 
nervous  about  my  vows  than 
Prime  Minister’s  Question 
Time,  It  is  a  great  feeling  to 
wake  up  on  your  wedding  day 
—  provided  she  turns  up." 

Mr  Hague  later  went  to  the 
Carlton  Club,  the  bastion  of 
the  Tory  establishment,  for 
brunch  with  his  ushers.  The 
celebrations  began  early.  The 
Tory’  leader  tucked  into 
smoked  salmon  and  scram¬ 
bled  egg  washed  down  by 
champagne  and  1961  Claret,  to 
mark  the  year  he  was  bom. 

The  festivities  were  interrupt¬ 
ed  briefly  by  telephone  calls 
from  Baroness  Thatcher  and 
John  Major. 

Then  Mr  Hague,  flanked  by 
his  ushers.  .  walked  through 
St  James's  Park  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  Traffic  ground 
to  a  halt,  taxis  tooted  their 
horns,  and  cameras  flashed. 

The  bride,  who  had  spent 
rhe  previous  evening  with 
family  at  the  couple’s  flat  in 

Designer  plays  it 
straight  for  effect 

By  Katherine  Bergen 

a  sophisticated  dress,  the  sort 
seen  at  smart  London 
weddings. 

Christine  Prunty,  editor  of 
Wedding  and  Home  maga¬ 
zine;  saw  that  the  new  Mrs 
Hague  had  gone  for  “less  is 
more"  and  that  she  had  been 
quite  daring.  “She  didn't  wear 
any  jewellery." 

Fittings  at  Mr  Cunning- 
hanq's  shop  just  off  Regent 
Street  were  convivial  affairs, 
according  to  the  designer 
“Ffion  did  bring  her  mother 
and  sister  to  fittings,  of  which 
there  were  three  or  four  over 
about  three  months.  We  used 
to  all  have  a  cup  of  tea 
together," 


stood  by  another 
lay.  Although  her 
y  electrifying 
i  lace  frock  failed 
le  Tory  party  con- 

Blacfcpoof,  Ffion 
yed  true  to  Nefl 
n.  Its  designer, 
he  was  hoping 
riews  as  he  turned 
a  classical  dose- 
il  gown  of  ivory 
ith  a  draped  neck- 
os  complemented 
ength  tulle  veil, 
the  crown  of  her 
jwing  to  the  floor, 
gging.  low-cut, 
>wn  the  back  and 
;h-tail  train,  it  was 


Mr  Hague:  ensuring  that 
he  got  there  on  time 


west  London,  was  more  low 
profile.  She  was  whisked 
through  Commons  corridors 
to  Mr  Hague’s  suite  of  offices 
to  change. 

Clive  Lever,  her  hairdresser 
from  the  Michael john  salon  in 
Mayfair,  whose  clients  include 
Lady  Thatcher,  arrived  mid- 
morning. 

One  custom  was  rejected. 
Because  she  was  not  supersti¬ 
tious  she  declined  to  wear 
"something  old.  something 
new,  something  borrowed  and 
something  blue". 


When  she  set  finally  set  foot 
in  the  chapel,  which  was 
festooned  with  white  roses  and 
lilies  and  illuminated  by  doz¬ 
ens  of  flickering  candles,  every 
head  turned.  As  she  walked  up 
the  aisle  to  the  strains  of  the 
Hornpipe  from  Handel's  Wat¬ 
er  Music  Mr  Hague's  face 
broke  into  a  big  smile.  They 
held  hands  at  the  altar. 

Canon  Donald  Gray,  the 
Speaker's  Chaplain,  and  Rev 
Cynwil  Williams,  a  family 
friend  of  the  bride's,  officated 
at  the  32-minute  service  which 
was  conducted  in  English  and 
Welsh.  English  was  spoken 
first 

The  bride  chose  not  to  take  a 
vow  of  obedience  while  the 
groom  declared  he  would: 
“Love,  honour  and  protect 
her."  Mr  Hague  spoke  impec¬ 
cable  Welsh  which  was  just  as 
well.  It  was  when  Miss  Jen¬ 
kins  taught  him  the  words  of 
the  national  anthem  in  her 
mother  tongue  that  their 
friendship  blossomed  when 
he  was  Welsh  Secretary. 

No  details  were  released  or 
the  readings  but  Tory  officials 
confirmed  that  they  were  not 
biblical-  They  also  omitted  a 
sermon. 

The  haunting  Psalm  23, 
arranged  by  Ralph  Vaughan 
Williams,  was  sung  by  Jeremy 
Huw  Williams,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  the  bride  and  a  noted 
Welsh  tenor.  The  voices  of  the 
choir  of  Sr  Margaret’s  Church. 
Westminster  Abbey,  soared  to 
the  rafters  of  the  ornate  chapel 
during  the  singing  of  Guide 
Me  O  Thou  Great  Redeemer. 

They  exchanged  wedding 
rings  made  of  Welsh  gold  and 
were  pronounced  man  ami 
wife  after  they  had  said 
“Gwnaf"  -  Welsh  for  "I  do". 

A  champagne  reception  was 
held  at  the  Speaker’s  state 
apartments  and  dinner  was 
held  in  the  MPs’  dining 
rooms. 

The  couple  left  shortly  be¬ 
fore  8pm  pm  on  a  candlelit 
motor  launch  on  the  Thames 
which  took  them  to  Battersea 
heliport,  from  where  they 
were  due  to  be  flown  to 
Heathrow.  They  are  thought 
to  have  spent  the  night  in  a 
European  capital  before  head¬ 
ing  for  a  honeymoon  in  exotic 
Indian  locations.  But  no  one 
was  telling.  They  could  have 
been  anywhere.  “It  will  be 
romantic  but  secret."  a  Tory 
official  said. 
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Many  of  our  current 
prices  are  Currys 
lowest  ever.  Find  a 
lower  price  for  the 
same  product  and 
offer,  complete,  new, 
boxed  and  in  stock  in  . 
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CHRISTMAS  GIFT  EXCHANGE 


On  over  800  home 
appliances  when  you 
purchase  before 
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choose  morning  or 
afternoon  delivery 
or  taka  it  home 
now.  Ask  in-store  for 
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'  —  ^  soon  as  I  saw  the  injury  I  told  my  wife  someone’s  neck  had  gone,’  said  Jones’s  father.  ‘I  looked  around  the  field  - — - 

for  No  7,  When  there  is  a  big  man  on  the  ground  there  is  always  this  worry  that  it  might  be  Gwyn.  This  time  it  was’  the  suNR&yrrMEs 
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^  Even  a  cursory 
reading  of  Everybody 
Comes  to  Rick’s 
—  the  play  on  which 
the  movie  Casablanca 
is  based  —  reveals 
that  all  of  the 
characters,  the  smoky 
“gin  joint”  setting,  the 
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GYWN  JONES,  the  Wales 
rugby  captain  who  injured  his 
neck  during  a  march  last 
Saturday,  has  been  forced  to 
retire  at  the  age  of  25. 

A  week  after  the  accident, 
the  flank  forward  is  immobi¬ 
lised  in  University  Hospital  erf 
Wales.  Cardiff,  where  he  had 
an  operation  on  Wednesday  to 
relieve  pressure  on  his  spinal 
cord. 

Jonathan  Vafidis,  a  consul¬ 
tant  neurosurgeon,  sat  beside 
the  player’s  father  as  he  told  a 
news  conference  that  his  pa¬ 
tient's  recovery  waslfluHy.to  be 
slow  and  die  long-term  out¬ 
come  was  impossible  to  pre¬ 
dict.  Mr  Vafidis  added  that  it 
was  possible  he  would  haw  to 
remain  in  hospital  for  months. 

Mr  Jones,  a  medical  student 
at  die  hospital,  took  a  rwoyear 
sabbatical  from  his  studies  to 
play  rugby.  He  was  hoping  to 
lead  his  asm  try  in  die  1999 
World  Cup.  He  was  injured 
playing  for  Cardiff  against 
Swansea  as  other  players 


piled  on  top  of  him  in  a  ruck. 

His  head  was  forced  down 
to  his  chest,  causing  “flexion 
■  and  axle  stress”.  Mr  Vafidis 
said  that,  had  he  not  been 
superbly  fit.  with  strong  neck 
musdes,  the  injury  could  have 
paralysed  him  permanently  or 
killed  him.  “If  it  was  someone 
like  me,  I  could  have  had  a 
broken  neck  or  worse.  The 
danger  with  an  injury  to  die 
upper  spinal  column  is  that  it 
can  step  you  breathing.  There 
is  no  question  that  Gwyn  was 
fit  to  play.” 

-  A  scan  and  the  operation 
.  revealed  no  physical  damage 

to  his  spinal  cord.  “He  suf- 

-  fered  flexion  to  the  neck  which 
is  a  very  uncommon  injury." 
Mr  Vafidis  said.  "The  spinal 
cord  is  bod  as  the  head  rolls 
forward.  You  sometimes  see 
similar  injuries  in  high-speed 
car  accidents. 

"Although  his  neck  was  not 
been  broken,  there  is  swelling 
of  the  spinal  cord  which  in 
itself  can  compound  die  inju- 


Jonathan  Vafidis,  left,  with  Gwyn  Jones’s  father,  Alun.  describes  the  neck  injury  that  has  led  to  the  Wales  captain  retiring  at  the  age  of  25 


ry.  The  injury  is  still  in  die 
acute  phase  and,  although  I 
am  optimistic  and  he  has 
shown  signs  of  improvement, 
the  outcome  is  impossible  to 
predict  He  has  sensation  and 
some  movement,  which  is  .  a 
good  sign,  but  his  arms  arid 
legs  are  very  weak  and  we 
have  immobilised  him  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  further  injury.” 

Mr  Janes,  6ft  and  15  stone, 
knew  immediately  that  he  was 
seriously  injured  and  told  the 
team  physiotherapist,  Jane 
James,  that  -  he  thought  his 
neck  was  broken. 

Sungeons  have  removed 
bone  from  four  vertebrae  to 
relieve  pressure  on  the  spinal 
cord.  "Instead  of  being  a 
closed  tube,  his  spinal  column 
is  open  so  the  bruising  is  not 
causing  compression,”  M  r 
Vafidis  said.  Mr  Jones  is 
unable  to  raise  his  head  and 
has  to  be  fed.  Only  when  the 
swelling  goes  down  will  he  be 
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Gwyn  Jones  in  action  for  Cardiff  against  Harlequins  in  die  Hdneken  Cup  in  October 

GP  father  saw  injury 


THE  father  of  the  injured 
Wales  rugby  captain  yester¬ 
day  described  the  moment  he 
knew  that  someone  had  been 
badly  hurt  on  the  rugby  fie&L 
Hc  did  not  at  first  realise  that 

it  was  his  son. 

Alun  Jones,  a  GP  who 
practises  in  Ponlarddulais, 
was  a  spectator  at  last  Satur¬ 
day's  Welsh  League  Premier 
Division  match.  Yesterday  he 
relived  the  injury  that  ended 
bis  son’s  rugby-playing 
career.  Dr  Jones  said  be 
knew  immediately  fee  sever* 
ity  of  the  injury. 

“As  soon  as  I  saw  fee  injury 
1  turned  to  my  wife  and  said, 
Someone's  neck  has  gone.’  I 
did  not  see  fee  number  on  fee 
shirt,  so  I  did  not  know 
immediately  that  it  was 
Gywn.  I  quickly  looked 
around  fee  field  for  No  7. 


When  there  is  a  big  man  on 
fee  ground  there  is  always 
this  worry  feat  it  might  be 
Gwyn.  This  time  it  was. 

“He  told  me  straight  away 
that  he  thought  he  had  bro¬ 
ken  his  neck,”  Dr  Jones  said. 
“It  was  very  difficult  for  me  to 
say  to  him  at  fee  time,  T  think 
so  too.’  He  could  not  fed 
anything  as  he  kit  the 
ground. 

“It  is  obviously  devastating 
for  all  of  ns—  my  wife  Esgiffl, 
who  is  also  a  GP.  It  is  all  very 
wefl  telling  a  child  he  has  ton- 
sOitis,  but  it  is  very  different 
when  it  is  your  own  son.  He  is 
a  very  bright  medical  student 
and  knows  more  about  fins 
sort  of  thing  titan  I  do-" 

Mr  Jones's  sister.  Limed, 
started  playing  rugby  a 
month  ago  at  Cardiff  Univer¬ 
sity,  also  at  openside  Canker. 


Immediately  after  her  broth¬ 
er's  injury,  she  dedded  to 
stop.  “It  was  her  decision.” 
Dr  Jones  said.  “When  I  was 
playing,  hearing  about  other 
injuries  to  players  never 
made  me  consider  stopping. 
I  have  been  fee  medical 
officer  for  various  Welsh 
squads  and  l  have  never  seen 
an  injury  like  this,  thank 
goodness.” 

Mr  Jones  has  received 
hundreds  of  postcards,  paint¬ 
ings  and  messages  of  support 
from,  among  others.  Law¬ 
rence  Daflaglio,  fee  England 
captain,  Wayne  Erickson, 
who  refereed  die  Wales-New 
Zealand  international  at 
Wembley  on  November  29, 
fee  last  time  Mr  Jones,  who 
won  IS  caps,  led  his  country, 
and  fee  International  Rngby 
Football  Board. 
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allowed  to  try  to  move.  Mr 
Vafidis  said  boredom,  is  well 
as  discomfort  and  the  anxiety 
of  not  knowing  the  outcome  of 
hjs  injury,  were  adding  to  Mr 
Jones’s  distress.  "This  is  a 
profoundly  unpleasant  experi¬ 
ence  for  him.  He  is  positive 
most  of  the  time,  but  we  are 
not  allowing  him  to  do  much." 

Even  if  Mr  Jones  had  not 
decided  to  retire,  there  is  little 


chance  his  doctors  would  have 
allowed  him  to  play  again.  Mr 
Vafidis  told  a  press  confer¬ 
ence;  “I  don’t  think  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  likely  to  arise,  but 
having  had  a  cervical 
laminectomy  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  play  again  at  that 
level,  or  indeed  any  level,  as 
the  possibility  of  further  injury 
is  always  there." 

Mr  Vafidis  said  that  heavy 


padding,  or  a  helmet  such  as 
those  worn  by  American  foot¬ 
ball  players,  was  unlikely  to 
have  prevented  the  injury.  A 
helmet  could  even  have  in¬ 
creased  the  stresses  on  the 
player’s  neck  as  it  rolled 
forward  under  his  chest. 

Mr  Vafidis  said:  “There  is 
the  possibility  of  damaging 
fee  body  in  any  contact  sporL 
Rugby  players  are  well  aware 


of  fee  danger  and  adopt 
positions  to  Tiy  to  prevent  it" 
Neck  injuries  are  surpris¬ 
ingly  few  in  professional  rug¬ 
by.  Alun  Jones,  the  player’s 
father,  who  is  a  GP  and  has 
been  medical  officer  for  sev¬ 
eral  Welsh  squads  over  25 
years,  said:  “Goodness  knows 
why  it  doesn’t  happen  more.” 

.  Rugby  Union,  page  37 


exotic  atmosphere, 
the  motivations  and 
much  of  the  dialogue 
that  are  in  the  film, 
were  originally  in  the 
play.  But  the 
playwright,  Murray 
Burnett,  got  scant 
recognition  and  even 
less  money  for  his 
masterpiece . . 

The  Sunday  Times 
Magazine,  tomorrow 
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Tragedy  at  the  top  of  the 
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A  spectacular  record  of  an 
expedition  to  film  Everest 
tells  how  the  movie  crew 
turned  rescue  party  on  a 
dav  when  eight  climbers 
lost  their  lives. 
Bronwen  Maddox  writes 


r 


'*'■&  >  .  -  '  '  *Y  i 


■st 


~rsr- 


#|U 


.  VOIH-;  ' 


Ups". 


inter* 


pal':"-' " 
nurr-  ' 1 
bj.fr>-  '• 
Ilf 


Members  of  the  Everest  film  team  lower  the  body  of  Chen  Yn-Nan,  the  fallen  Taiwanese  climber,  down  the  liotse  Face.  His  partner  had  continued  his  ascent 
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A  partial  cadaver,  which  had  lain  on  the  slopes  for 
several  years,  was  consigned  to  a  crevasse 


iP® 


•  -v.K^rv^'S- 


Eighteen  months  ago 
a  team  of  interna¬ 
tionally  renowned 
climbers  and  photo¬ 
graphers  set  off  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  never  before  attempted:  to 
bring  back  footage,  shot  in  the 
spectacular  Imax  format,  of 
climbing  the  world's  highest 
mountain. 

They  succeeded,  and  the 
result  is  a  stunning  set  of 
photographs  published  this 
month,  to  be  followed  by  their 
film  Everest  in  the  spring.  But 
they  also  found  themselves 
witnesses  to  the  tragedy  of 
May  10,  1996,  one  of  the 
greatest  disasters  in  the  hist¬ 
ory  of  assaults  on  Everest, 
when  eight  climbers  died  in  a 
single  day. 

Having  spent  nearly 
$750,000  (E470.Q00)  and  iwo 
months  dragging  their  equip¬ 
ment  and  75  precious  oxygen 
cylinders  into  plaoe  for  a  dash 
to  the  summit,  they  feir  obliged 
to  throw  their  resources  into 
the  rescue  effort.  Their  contri¬ 
bution.  confirmed  in  other 
accounts  of  that  terrible  36 
hours,  did  not  in  the  end 
prevent  them  reaching  the 
summit,  but  is  a  sombre  and 
irresistibly  gripping  thread 
through  their  account  of  what 
it  feels  like  to  reach  the  very 
limit  of  survival. 

Even  from  this  book  of  stills, 
the  value  of  shooting  Everest 


in  Imax  format  is  dear.  In 
Imax  cinemas,  audiences  are 
surrounded  by  six  channels  of 
synchronised  digital  sound, 
and  scenes  are  projected  at  ten 
times  the  resolution  of  a 
standard  feature  film  on 
screens  up  to  eight  storeys  tall 
and  100ft  wide.  "Just  as  the 
wide  screen  of  Cinemascope 
was  perfect  for  tile  landscapes 
of  the  westerns  of  the  1950s, 
the  more  vertical  ratio  aspect 
of  (max  is  perfect  for  Everest" 
one  of  the  film-makers  said. 

In  other  words,  the  shots 
show  just  how  disorientatingly 
high  the  Himalayas  are,  in  a 
way  which  the  now-familiar 
triumphant  shots  from  the 
narrow  platform  of  the  summ¬ 
it  do  not  In  the  pictures,  the 
human  figures  arc  terrifyingly 
small,  crawling  up  gleaming 
sheets  of  ice. 

Some  of  the  best  parts  of  the 
book  are  the  scientific  details, 
such  as  how  the  ribbon  of  the 
jetstream  winds  can  suddenly 
snap  downwards,  sending  the 
wind  speed  from  25  to  150 
knots  in  a  second,  and  tearing 
climbers  off  the  mountain. 

David  Breas hears,  the  co¬ 
director/producer  and  cine¬ 
matographer  of  Everest 
lugged  the  481b  camera  —  a 
streamlined  version  of  the 
normal  Imax*  equipment  — 
into  1 00ft  crevasses  to  get  a 
shot  of  climbers  inching  their 
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Spent  oxygen  cylinders  litter  “the  world’s  highest  junk  yard”  on  South  Col 


A  team  of  climbers  descends  from  the  Hillary  Step  as  a  storm  gathers 


way  over  on  bouncing 
aluminium  ladders.  But  even 
after  that  effort  he  said:  “I 
knew  what  people  really  want¬ 
ed  to  see,"  and  finally  perched 
the  camera  on  his  shoulder 
pointing  down  over  his  feet 
into  the  abyss  as  he  wobbled 
over  the  ladder  himself. 

As  the  team  reached  base 
camp,  the  first  warnings  of 


disaster  appeared.  The  film 
team  was  just  one  of  14 
expeditions  on  the  mountain, 
all  aiming  at  the  same  narrow 
slot  of  more-or-less  good  wea¬ 
ther  in  the  first  two  weeks  of 
May.  Some  of  the  commercial 
diems  —  paying  up  to  $65,000 
to  be  guided  up  the  mountain 
—  were  uncomfortable  with 
their  crampons,  and  their 


ankles  were  already  wobbling. 
Soon  after,  they  found  them¬ 
selves  dragged  into  the  first 
rescue  attempt,  retrieving  the 
body  of  a  Taiwanese  climber, 
Chen  Yu-Nan,  from  the  enthu¬ 
siastic  but  ill-prepared  Tai¬ 
wanese  team,  which  had  been 
a  source  of  concern  to  all 
teams  on  the  mountain.  He 
had  fallen  into  a  15ft  crevasse 


after  stepping  out  from  his  tent 
at  Camp  III,  without  wearing 
crampons,  to  relieve  himself. 
His  partner  Makalu  Gau, 
unaware  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  continued  pressing  on 
for  the  summit  A  day  later, 
after  his  condition  had  sharply 
deteriorated,  the  Everest  film 
team  radioed  up  the  mountain 
to  tell  him  his  partner  was 
dead.  His  response:  "Oh. 
thank  you  very  much." 

“When  you  see  bodies,  you 
don’t  have  room  for  hysteria 
or  emotions,  irs  a  survival 
mechanism.  But  we  do  try  to 
bring  them  down,  to  bring 
some  closure  for  their  rela¬ 
tives,"  one  of  the  film  team 
said. 

On  the  fateful  day  of  May 


10,  they  had  already  decided 
not  to  Join  the  18-hour  dash  for 
the  summit,  fearing  crowding, 
as  two  of  the  largest  commer¬ 
cial  teams  were  both  making 
the  attempt.  Instead,  to  their 
horror,  sitting  at  Camp  n,  they 
intercepted  increasingly 
alarming  radio  messages; 
while  watching  the  weather 
worsen. 

As  one  team  member 
described  it,  she  saw  thick 
dark  clouds  moving  extremely 
fast  into  base  camp  from  down 
the  valley.  “It  was  eerie;  in  two 
seasons  at  base  camp.  I’d 
never  seen  clouds  like  that 
They  were  dark,  purplish- 
blade.” 

Finally,  and  futilely,  they 
repeatedly  radioed  to  Ron 


Hall,  leader  of  one  cf  the 
expeditions,  who  had  chosen 
to  stay  with  his  dying  client, 
Doug  Hansen,  near  the 
summit  knowing  that  he 
could  not  get  him  down  alone, 
and  then  unable  to  save 
himself. 

The  team  could  hear  Hall 
crying  as  the  final  rescue 
attempt  was  abandoned,  and 
then  talked  to  him  through  the 
night  until  he  switched  the 
radio  off.  Their  own  pictures  of 
the  summit,  while  an  anti  di¬ 
max  after  the  storm,  are 
unsurprisingly  breathtaking. 


□  Everest  —  Mountain  with¬ 
out  Mercy,  by  Broughton 
Coburn.  National  Geographic 
Society,  £29.95. 
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LAWYERS  representing  the 
estate  of  the  late  Diana,  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  have  won  an 
important  court  ruling  that 
gives  her  family  control  of  the 
potentially  huge  souvenir 
trade  in  mementoes  of  her  life. 

'  The  ruling,  delivered  yester¬ 
day  by  Sir  Richard  Scott,  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  after  a  private 
hearing  in  chambers  in  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court,  means  that  the 
executors  of  the  Princess’s, 
estate  will  have  an  absolute 
say  over  which  souvenirs  are 
licensed,  and  will  be  able  to 
veto  those  they  regard  as 
unsuitable  or  tawdry. 

John  Major,  the,  former, 
Prime  Minister,  who  has 


agreed,  to  act  ; as  a  -  legaF 
gnardian’-fcr^&c&'WilhaB 
and :  Praape^^az^ '^f.beqa. 
been  hehi^iflie 


Princess's  wjE,,made*m=1993 

when  her  rariy'dStfc  @nd  its. 
huge  cwisequei^ 
ima^hal^  lahis  TOHBfe.  Sir 
Richard  granted" Ae  Princess’s }■ 
executors esqtta  powers.  ^ 

■  To  deal  snA  A*: ‘flood  <#. 
a^lic^jbhs’far  BpalSed  scro-/ 
venfos. ;  already  mrnirng  into 
many  huhdijEds;,  fee  court  has 
appointed  aJTfecfra  executor. 
The  Rt  Rev  Ry&ard-Chartres, 
Bishop  cfLooi^an^}mn  the. 
late.  •  Princess's  -  j  mojDjer, 
Frances  ShanoXydcC arid  ter  ■ 
sister,  lady  S^rahMcCc«juo- . 
dale,'  in  ,  adnsrasterir^  ■; Ae 


<*  Young  Princes 


interview’ 


Bv  Daniel  McGrobxand  John  O’Leary  : 


CLOSE  friends  and  aides  of  j 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales,  s 
said  last  night  that  her  sons  t 
had  been  upset  by  the  i 
publication  of  a  controversial  j 
interview  which  xsd&unedto  i 
have  been  her  last  -  i 

Her  former  head  of  daft  1 
Michael  Gihbins.  said:  “ITS  . 
so  distressing.  Yon  can  imag- ;  t 
ine  what  iTs  doing  to  tte  T 
family.  We  serios^r  doubt  ’  1 
foe  authenticity  of  dds  inter- ;  1 
view.  The  Princess  was  very  j 
careful  in  talking  to  the  '  i 
media.  I  Just  cant  conceive  I 
that  she  would  have  given  an  t 
interview  of  this  nature.’'  i 
What  has  caused  most  am-  '  i 
com  m  royal  carries  erver  the 
mteryn^hPanaMatckm  t 
disparaging  remarks  the  z 
Princess  is  alleged  to  haw  i 
made  i 

Wales  and  i 

^^IFamay.  • 
.AdoiefrfeaJw#^*  t 
cess  said  last  night  “At  the 
tone  nf  her  death,  foe  Prince  i 
and  Princess  were  in  fect  1 
getting  on. better  than  they  t 
bad  fora  very  hum  time  and  •  i 
had  resolved  for  foe  sake  of  t 
their  sonsto  bo3d  ever-brtter  J 
bridges.”  •  ...  ’  •  i  v a  .. ,! 

Mr  GabHns.  ufcJsi^DW.a.v^J 
trustee  of  foe  Knaffonss  7  -  j 
of  Wales  Memorial : . 
said:  “ft  make: 
warns  of  her  0*lA«df-'i>';-| 
she  wouldn’t  have  done  that.  ' 
In  the  interests  of 
He  insisted  that  foe  Prin-  .1 
cess  always  informed  ^rinoar 
staff  when  she  inteadefo'  Jo 


pvc  m  interview.  “T  have 
spoken  to  evdybislf  about 
Axis  and  nobody  knows  about 
iL  Some  of  the  wording  and 
phraseology  in  the.  alleged 
interview  *!*  not  thesortof 
word*  .and  language  foe 
Princess  wioidd  hs^e  used.” 

MrGftbmssaid-^If  ithad 
takmplare,  it  would  have 
been  .  . during  foe  Prineess’s 
first  laiiSay  to  Prance  when 
DofovfFayedj  was  wdy 
present  at  the  end.  and  any 
-  relationship  there  may  have 
been  had  not  developed.  To 
talk '  about "  marriage  and 
dzfofacn  would  have  been 
absolutely  extraordinary.” 

According  to  a  dose friend, 
foe  Princess  was  not  phut- 
nfogto  many  Mr  Fayed  and 
viewed  duar  rdationsfaip 
nttqfejftMaatendtd  “snm- 
'  n^^SpBuafie”.'  The  daim 
■wBlPbe  made  on  television 
tomorrow. 

Gnfu  Lafvani.  an  dectroa- 
ks  ^iwm  and  one  of  foe 
Princess's  confidants,  las 
taken  part  in  a  documentary 
interview  in  whichhc  says  he 
spoke  . to  her  a  few  hours 
■before  her  death.  -In  that 
conversation.  be  says,  she' 
asserted  there  would  be  ho 

um)U  wrm  tn 


t  f&  dainjs  would  scan  to 
Spgifo^tifict  foe  theme  of  the 
zfinrerafrazcJf  interview  in 
wfrkfcthe  Princess  is  said  to 
qpcaknf  her  ^profound  love” 
foirMr  Payed.  Buckingham 
Palace  refused  to  comment 
mi  foe  article. 


Princess'S  affairs.  The  applica- 
'  .’605"  to  .foe  High  Court  was 
jx^dejbindy  by  foe  solicitors 
.'Boodfc  Hatfield, .  represen  fing 
tbe  iYinces,  and  Lawrence 
Grabam.  :  representing  foe 
Princess's  .  estate.  Martyn 
•7  Gowar,  ofLawrence  Graham, 
said  .yesterday:  “This  ruling 
V  twBenaWe  foe  executors  to  do 
■  .deals  with  people,  who  wish  to 
trade  on,  foe  Princess’s  memo- 
Sy.—  from  whom  there  are  a' 
“very  large  number  of  appKcd- 
fions.—and  to  license  products 
through  foe  trustees  of  the 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales  Me- 
mortal  Pund." 

'•  "  Mr  Gdwar  said  that  the 
ruling '  meant  the  Princess’s 
executors  *  had ;  effectively 
gained  amtrol  of  her  intelleo  - 
tual.  property  rights,  and  it 
”■  went  a  long  way  to  safi^uard- 
mg  the  interests  of  the  Princes, 
until  such  .  time  as !  they 
reached  maturity. 

-  “It  is  not  intended,  under 
this  ruling,  that  foe  executors 
’  shouldmakemoney  directly. 
Nor  does  it  give,  them  the  ‘ 
power,  to  ;gjve  anything  to 
.  -charity'.. -But  it  does  enable 
them  Id  control  what  is  pro¬ 
duced  in  foe  Princess's  name, 

-  ahd  to  ensure  that  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  foe  proceeds  of  any 
authorised  item'  are  paid  into 
foe  'memorial  fund,”  Mr 
. -Gowar  said. - 

successful  move 
follows  a  recent  application  by 
safiritors  for  foe  Memorial 
Pund.to  have  foe  image  of  the 
late  Princess  registered  as  a 
trademark,  to  prevent  exploi- 
1  tation  by  the  souvenir  trade. 
The  •  application  is.  being 
considered  by  the  Patent 
Office. 

Mishcon  De  Reya,  foe 
fund’s  solicitors,  said  they  had 
applied  far  trademark  status 
to  prevent  “unscrupulous  ex¬ 
ploitation”  of  lhe  image  of  the 
Princess,  which  had  already 
become  widespread.  Trade¬ 
mark  protection  would  enable 
the  fund’s  trustees  to  take 
action  against  any  use  of  the 
Diana  image  that  had  not 
been  approved  by  the  fund 
arid  —  after  yesterdays  High 
Court  ruling  —  by  the  execu¬ 
tors  of  her  estate.  " 

A  spokeswoman  for  the 
memorial  fond  said  yesterday 
that  foe  move  was  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  restrict  the  legitimate  use 
of  pictures  of  the  Princess  in 
the  media,  but  to  protect,  the 
cultural  and  commercial  value 
eff  her  image  for  foe  benefit  of 
her  estate  and  the  fond. 

Yesterdays  H5gh  Court  rul¬ 
ing  will  enable,  the  fond  to 
begin  what  it  says  wfll  be  an 
“aggressive”  policing  cam¬ 
paign  world  wide  to  stamp  out 
souvenirs  that  daim  to  have  j 
been  authorised  but  have  not 
been. 


HAIL  RODS  AIRPO  RT 
SHOPS. 

PERFECT  FOR  ALL  THOSE 
CHRISTMAS  GIFTS 
YOU  DON’T  KNOW  YOU’VE 
FORGOTTEN. 


•  Harrods  would  like  to  remind  customers  that  . 
_hotw  at  Heathrow  Terminal*  3  and  4,  Gatwict  South 

^T^mlXnd  Manchester  Terminal  1  arc  openforany 

Terminal  shopping.  Among  the  gift  items  mailable 

taSt  “““H^^stmi  pnddings,  Hirrods- traditional--  . .  „ 
and,  of  course,  this  yea's  Hartods  dnistma.  . 
*“  So,  come  Christma  D^.the  people  yon  . 

j^ffotgot  tSl  never  realise  yon  Mmost  forgot  diem. 
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Bodyguard  is 

questioned 
for  third  time 

From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


Trevor  Rees-Jones  arriving  at  the  Palais  de  Justice  yesterday  to  speak  to  investigators 


WITH  his  scarred  face  a  livid 
reminder  of  the  appalling 
injuries  he  suffered  in  the 
crash  that  killed  Diana,  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales.  Trevor  Rees- 
Jones  was  questioned  again 
yesterday  about  what  he  re¬ 
membered  of  the  accident 

Under  heavy  police  guard  to 
protea  him  from  a  scrum  of 
photographers,  Dodi  Fayed’s 
former  bodyguard,  foe  sole 
survivor  of  the  crash,  walked 
with  a  pronounced  limp  up  the 
steps  of  the  Palais  de  Justice 
for  his  two-hour  interview 
with  investigators.  At  one 
stage  he  stumbled  and  had  to 
be  helped  into  the  building. 

For  the  first  time,  Mr  Rees- 
Jones  chose  not  to  cover  his 
injuries  with  dark  glasses.  He 
appeared  dazed  and  exhaust¬ 
ed.  He  ran  his  hand  along  foe 
deep  red  scar  that  ran  across 
his  forehead  to  his  left  eye. 
There  were  scars  visible  all 
around  his  eyes  and  another, 
shaped  like  an  S,  that  swept 
from  his  cheekbone  to  the  side 
of  his  jaw. 

Surgeons  who  have  rebuilt 
his  shattered  lower  face 
describe  the  former  paratroop¬ 
er's  recovery  as  remarkable. 
They  say  he  will  need  more 
operations,  including  plastic 
surgery,  but  is  expected  to  be 
scarred  for  life.  He  is  also  still 
suffering  from  partial  amne¬ 
sia  and  does  not  recall  the 
events  immediately  preceding 
foe  crash.  Hopes  that  he 
would  ever  be  able  to  provide 
a  breakthough  in  the  investi¬ 


gation  were  fading,  judicial 
sources  said  after  the 
interview. 

Mr  Rees-Jones  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  Paris  by  Herv6 
Stephan,  the  magistrate  lead¬ 
ing  the  French  judicial  inqui¬ 
ry.  for  his  third  formal 
interview  since  foe  accident  on 
August  31. 

Christian  CurtO.  Mr  Rees- 
Jones  "s  lawyer,  who  was 
present  during  the  interview, 
said  that  the  bodyguard  was 
“doing  better  physically”  and 
that  foe  question  and  answer 
session  went  well. 

Mr  Rees-Jones  suffered  seri¬ 
ous  face,  neck  and  chest 
injuries  in  the  crash  in  the 
Place  de  l'Alma  underpass  in 
which  the  driver.  Henri  Paul, 
also  died.  Doctors  say  that  his 
memory  may  be  permanently 
impaired. 

Ln  his  two  earlier  inter¬ 
views,  he  said  he  remembered 
only  leaving  foe  Ritz  hotel  in 
foe  front  seat  of  the  Mercedes 
driven  by  M  Paul,  with  foe 
Princess  and  Mr  Fayed  in  foe 
rear  seats. 

“There  js  nothing  new  to 
add.  he  still  does  not  remem¬ 
ber."  a  source  dose  to  the 
investigation  said  yesterday. 

After  foe  meeting,  flanked 
by  four  bodyguards  employed 
by  Mohammed  Al  Fayed,  his 
employer  and  the  father  of 
Dodi  Fayed,  Mr  Rees-Jones 
left  through  a  back  entrance  of 
the  building  to  evade  photog¬ 
raphers.  He  was  flown  back  to 
Britain  in  a  private  plane. 
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Who  pulls  the  wires  behind  theatre’s  best  aerial 

illusion?  Damian  Whitworth  goes  backstage 


AS  STAGE  stunts  go.  it  is  one 
of  the  oldesL  But  this  week 
the  critics  hailed  the  flying 
scenes  in  the  National  The¬ 
atre's  new  production  of 
Peter  Pan  as  possibly  the 
most  realistic.  Those  who 
devised  them  fear  only  that 
their  success  might  mark  the 
end  of  the  magic 

The  scenes  in  which  char¬ 
acters  in  J.M.  Barrie’s  classic 
soar  through  a  nursery  win¬ 
dow  and  over  the  tower  of 
Parliament  towards  Never- 
Never  Land  have  been  ac¬ 
claimed  because  there  is 
hardly  a  wire  to  be  seen. 

The  illusions  were  created 
by  Flying  by  Foy.  a  company 
of  three"  technical  wizards 
who  maintain  as  much  secre¬ 
cy  about  their  art  as  any 
magician.  A  request  for  The 
Times  to  be  taught  how  to  fly 
was  politely  declined.  Nei¬ 
ther  could  the  technology  be 
examined 

Jem  Hodgson,  managing 
director  of  the  company,  said: 
“Everyone  knows  it’s  wires, 
and  children,  especially, 
spend  hours  looking  for  the 
wires,  but  without  sounding 
like  David  Copperfield  [the 
magician,  who  also  likes  to 
fly],  we  do  want  to  try  and 
retain  the  magic” 

Flying  on  stage  has  existed . 
since  the  Greeks  cranked  up 


the  machinery  of  the  first 
deus  ex  machina  to  bring 
gods  creaking  down  from  the 
heavens  to  resolve  impossi¬ 
bly  tangled  plots  two  and  a 
half  millennia  ago.  Later 
liturgical  and  Renaissance 
drama  frequently  winched 
characters  through  the  air. 
and  by  the  19th  century 
complex  arrangements  of 
pulleys  and  counterweights 
were  employed. 

But  the  devices  were  obvi¬ 
ous  to  the  naked  eye.  Only 
after  the  first  production  in 
1904  of  Peter  Pan,  in  which 
flying  is  essentiaL  did  the 
race  begin  to  create  it  more 
realistically. 

Flying  by  Foy  was  set  up  in 
America  by  Peter  Foy.  an 
expatriate  Briton.  50  years 
ago  and  has  been  honing  its 
techniques  ever  since.  The 
company  has  been  operating 
in  this  country  for  a  dozen 
years. 

Kevin  Mullery,  a  stage 
manager  who  has  seen  the 
Foy  team  operate  says  even 
those  who  work  closely  with 
the  company  remain  uncer¬ 
tain  quite  how  it  does  it 
“They  tend  to  bring  the  kit  in 
and  set  it  up  overnight  Then 
they  just  say  ‘Do  this’ and  ‘Do 
that*,  and  it’s  just  like  lifting  a 
piece  of  scenery.” 

In  the  high  roof  of  the 
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theatre  a  network  of  pulleys 
and  wires  has  been  erected 
that  makes  the  actors  go  up 
and  down,  and  horn  side  to 
side,  simultaneously.  But  the 
trick  is  in  hiding  the  wires. 
They  do  come  up  with  the 
type  of  tricks  that  make  you 
say,  ‘Wow.  that’s  clever.’  ”  Mr 
Mullery  said.  “I  appreciate 
they  want  to  keep  the 
mystery.” 

He  explained  that  years  of 
trial  and  error  with  lighting 
and  scenery  techniques,  and 
distracting  the  eyes  of  the 
audience  from  die  wires, 
were  some  of  the  tricks  used. 
“But  some  of  it  does  defeat 
me.”  he  admitted. 

After  a  long  interrogation. 
Mr  Hodgson  admitted  that,  if 
one  watched  the  show  with¬ 
out  lighting,  the  wires  would 
be  clearly  visible.  The  other 
key  ingredient  in  the  redpe 
was  something  mysterious 
that  was  done  to  the  wires 
directly  attached  to  the  cast. 
He  would  not  say  wbat  the 
wires  are  made  of.  how  many 
there  were  or  what  weight  the 
'  material  used  could  hold. 
“We  work  on  it  to  make  it 
more  invisible.”  was  his  only 
explanation. 

The  other  crucial  ingredi¬ 
ent  is  the  actors.  Mr  Hodgson 
maintains  that  anybody  can 
be  taught  to  fly  but  whether 
they  will  be  convincing  in 
front  of  an  audience  is 
another  matter.  The  National 
Theatre  cast  worked  on  its 
movements  in  the  studio  for  a 
month. 

"It’s  an  entirely  different 
sensation  for  actors  and  hard 
work,”  Mr  Hodgson  said. 
“Some  just  immediately  get 
it  Others  have  to  really  work 
at  it  until  they  eventually  get 
it  Some  always  look  like  they 
are  hanging  on  the  end  of  a 
bit  of  wire.” 

He  says  that  Foy  has  never 
failed  to  get  a  performer  off 
the  ground,  no  matter  what 
his  or  her  physique.  It  man¬ 
aged  Frank  Bruno  for  a 
pantomime,  although  fortu¬ 
nately  making  the  illusion 
seamless  was  not  a  priority. 
“He  was  playing  Wendy,  but 
it  was  so  cod  it  didn’t  really 
matter.  It  was  not  a  serious 
illusion.” 

The  company  has  recently 
been  working  to  fly  Torvill 


Daniel  Evans  as  Peter  Pan  at  the  National  Theatre,  London.  The  cast  practised  flight  movements  for  a  month 


and  Dean  over  ioe  and  is 
undaunted  by  even  the  most 
undainty  of  opera  tenors. 
“We  are  working  with  one 
next  year  who  is  bigger  than 
Pavarotti,  but  well  certainly 
get  him  airborne." 

Mr  Hodgson  is  worried 
that  the  firm  might  become  a 
victim  of  its  success.  Now  that 
the  effects  are  so  sleek,  theat¬ 
rical  companies  are  keener 
than  ever  to  have  flying 


scenes  in  their  seasonal 
shows.  This  year  Foy  has 
been  working  on  about  20 
productions,  including  ten 
versions  of  Peter  Pan,  includ¬ 
ing  one  in  Portugal.  “That’s 
great,  but  it  is  also  something 
we  are  wary  o£”  Mr  Hodg¬ 
son  said.  “The  fear  is  that 
once  people  have  seen  it  they 
will  lake  it  for  granted.  The 
more  commonplace  it  be¬ 
comes.  the  less  it  is  special  or 


magical."  To  this  end  the 
company  advised  the  Nat¬ 
ional  to  cut  the  length  of 
flying  scenes  in  its  Peter  Pan. 
“They  should  be  short  and 
sweet  so  people  come  back 
for  more."  Mr  Hodgson  said. 

Despite  the  acclaim.  Lee 
Stephenson,  who  designed 
the  National’s  Peter  Pan, 
professes  that  he  is  “not 
happy"  yet  with  the  flights 
and  there  is  “lots  and  lots" 


dial  could  still  be  done  to 
improve  them.  Mr  Hodgson 
added:  “Actually,  I  don't 
think  well  ever  completely 
crack  it”  Such  obsessive  per¬ 
fectionism  suggests  that  the 
actors  flying  at  80ft  above  the 
Olivier  stage  may  be  the  best 
so  far.  but  are  unlikely,  to  be 
the  most  realistic  ever. 

Pick  of  the  Pantos, 
Metro,  pages  46, 47 


that  killed 


took  risks 


A  SENIOR  naval  officer 
whose  powerboat  killed  an  18- 
year-old  student  was  aid-, 
cised  by  a  coroner  yesterday 
for  being  a  risk-taker.-  : 

At  the  aid  of  an  inquest  that 
lasud  almost  two  months. 
Commander  Nigel  Williams 
“almost  faced”  a  verdict  of 
unlawful  killing  being  record¬ 
ed  against  him  over  the  death 
of  James  Raine.  Michael  John¬ 
ston,  the  coroner  far  .West 
Dorset,  said. 

Mr  Raine,  a  first-year  un¬ 
dergraduate  at  die  -  John 
Moore  University  in  Liver¬ 
pool.  had  been  a  passenger  on 
The  Phantom  boat  when  it 
was  hit  by  The  Falcon  speed¬ 
boat  being  driven  by  Com¬ 
mander  Williams  in  Portland  - 
harbour  on  July  9. 

The  coroner  spent  several 
hours  addressing  the  hearing 
at  Dorchester  before  record¬ 
ing  a  verdict  of  accidental 
death.  He  criticised  Com¬ 
mander  Williams,  44.  for  his 
actions  that  day  and  spoke  of 
die  risks  being  taken  even 
before  the  two  boats  were  in 
the  water.  He  said:  “Itn 
concerned  about  Williams's 
lack  of  knowledge  about  the 
weight  of  The  Falcon.  The 
strops  used  on  the  crane  10 
lower  the  boat  into  the  har¬ 
bour  were  elastic.  They  were 
untested  and  dangerous.  To 
use  a  crane  over  the  heads  or 
near  to  other  people  could 
indicate  a  man  ready  to  run 
risks.” 

Mr  Johnston  told  Mr 
Raine’s  parents  that  he  was 
faced  with  choosing  either  a 
verdict  of  unlawful  lolling  or 
accidental  death,  and  said  that 
to  record  the  former  he  had  to 
be  satisfied- of  gross,  negli¬ 
gence.  “I  fed  that  there  is  not 
quite '  enough  evidence  to 
record  an  unlawful  killing 
verdict.  However,  I  do  feel  that 
unnecessary  risks  were  ran 
and  I  hope  someone  will  take 
that-on  board  and  learn  some 
lessons."  he  said. 

During  the  inquest  witness¬ 
es  ljad  said  that  the  two 
powerboats  had  exceeded  the 
harbour  speed  limit  by  up  to 
thr«  times.  Also,  the  Gideon 


time  of  the 
Commander  Williams  had 
been  operating  both  foe  helm 
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MOTORING  GIFTS 


Halfords  Emergency  Puncture 
Repair  Kit 

A  get-you-homa  Mt  which  includes  tyraweJd  (seats 
and  Inflates  tyres  instantly  wtfl  a  permanent 
repair  con  be  arranged),  heavy  duly  hand  wipes 
and  lubbortorch  (batteries  not  todaded). 

WAS  £9.99  NOW  £7.99  C7TC331 


Halfords 
Motorists 
Emergency  Kit 

Complete  with  warning  trtam 
tow  rope,  booster  cables  wwf  torch 

ONLY  £24.99 
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Halfords  Emergency  Escape  Kit 

Includes  UMhammer  to  break  car  windows  in  an 
emergency  and  Hremaster  60Qg  Fire  aacOngutehec. 

ONUT  £17.99 
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Halfords  Safety  Kit 

Includes  Halfords  8  Pouch  First  AM  Kit  & 

Hmmster 600*  Fire  Extingdsher. 

ONLY  £19.99 
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Doctors  learn  by 

baby’s  survival 
against  the  odds 


OWENHUMPmfYS 


A  SEVEN-MONTH-OLD  Brit¬ 
ish  boy  has  become  the  first  in 
the  world  to  be  cured  of  a 
previously  fatal  combination 
of  diseases. 

Specialists  gave  the  baby, 
called  Tom.  only  a  million-to- 
one  chance  of  survival  after  he 
was  diagnosed  two  months 
ago  with  a  severe  lung  infec¬ 
tion  and  cancer  of  the  skin, 
bone,  liver  and  spleen. 

Yesterday  the  doctors  ar 
Newcastle  General  Hospital 
described  his  recovery  as 


By  A  Correspondent 

"awesome"  and  “miraculous" 
and  claimed  it  could  be  the 
way  forward  for  treating 
youngsters  bom  with  the  rare 
genetic  condition  Severe  Com¬ 
bined  Immunodeficiency 
(SCID).  Babies  suffering  from 
this  have  at  best  a  30  per  cent 
chance  of  surviving  the  chest 
infection  and  none  has  beat 
known  to  survive  cancer. 

Experts  at  the  hospital,  one 
of  two  specialist  SCID  centres 
in  the  country,  knew  that 
traditional  chemotherapy 


■  Severe  Combined  Immunodeficiency  (SCID)  is  a 
genetic  condition  in  which  the  immune  system  is  not 
properly  formed. 

■  All  affected  children  will  die  from  Infection  during 
the  first  year  of  life  if  the  condition  is  not  treated, 

■  Between  JO  and  40  children  a  year  are  bora  with 
the  condition  in  Britain.  The  younger  the  child  at 
diagnosis,  the  better  the  chances  of  survival. 

■  The  symptoms  can  easily  be  misdiagnosed: 
recurrent  infections,  particularly  chest  infections,  that  ‘ 
wont  go  away;  skin  conditions;  diarrhoea;  the  child 
does  not  pot  on  weight  and  is  sickly. 

■  Successful  treatment  involves  a  bone  marrow 
transplant  to  replace  the  defective  immune  system  with  a 
new  one  that  can  fight  off  infections.  Bone  marrow 
works  best  if  the  patient  and  the  bone  marrow  donor  are 
tissue-type  identical.  Brothers  and  asters  have  the 

best  chance  of  haring  identical  tissue  type. 


would  kill  the  boy.  Instead 
they  gave  him  a  bone  marrow 
transplant,  although  this  was 
a  high-risk,  untried  treatment 
and  doctors  thought  it  could 
also  have  killed  him. 

However,  within  weeks, 
TomS  cancer  was  cured.  Yes¬ 
terday  his  parents,  John  and 
Kathy,  looked  on  as  their  son 
was  able  to  come  out  of  the 
sterile  “bubble”  that  for  the 
past  two  months  has  protected 
him  against  infection.  The 
family  will  spend  Christmas 
at  a  house  within  the  hospital 
grounds. 

In  Britain  about  40  babies  a 
year  are  found  to  be  suffering 
from  the  condition.  12  of 
whom  are  treated  at  the 
Newcastle  unit  They  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  a  50-50  chance 
of  survival  and  a  bone  mar¬ 
row  transplant  is  considered 
to  be  the  only  treatment 

However.  Tom's  condition 
was  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  already  had  a  viral 
chest  infection  -when  he  was 
admitted  to  hospital,  which 
meant  his  chances  of  survival 
were  very  small.  On  the  day  of 
his  bone  marrow  transplant 
doctors  received  test  results 
that  showed  growths  on  his 
ribs,  spleen  and  liver  were 
cancerous.  Andrew  Cant  con- 


Tom.  who  has  survived  cancer  and  infections  that  are  usually  fatal.  His  treatment  helped  to  point  the  way  forward 


sultant  paediatric  immunolo¬ 
gist  at  the  hospital,  who  treat¬ 
ed  Tom,  said:  “When  we  were 
about  to  do  the  bone  marrow 
transplant  Tom  looked  like  he 
was  not'  far  from  death  so 
when  we  were  given  the 
information  about  the  cancer 
we  knew  he  had  as  close  to  a 
zero  chance  of  survival  as  you 
can  get 

“The  conventional  treat¬ 
ment  wm^ld  have  been  to  give 
anti-cancer  drugs,  but  we 


knew  no  one  who  had  been 
given  this  treatment  had  sur¬ 
vived.  We  believed  the  cancer 
had  developed  because  Tom 
had  no  immune  system  and 
we  thought  if  we  put  in  a  new 
immune  system,  through  a 
bone  marrow  transplant,  it 
would  get  rid  of  the  cancer. 

“It  was  a  long  shot  but  we 
decided  to  take  the  gamble 
and  go  with  the  bone  marrow 
transplant  —  and  it  worked. 
Three  weeks  after  the  opera- 


Murder  case  parents  ‘kept  in  dark’ 


Toscan  du  Plantien 
bludgeoned  to  death 


By  Audrey  Magee 

THE  parents  of  a  Frenchwoman  blud¬ 
geoned  to  death  at  her  remote  Irish 
holiday  home  last  Christmas  arrived  in 
West  Cork  yesterday  to  attend  a 
memorial  Mass  for  their  daughter.  They 
also  want  to  know  what  progress  police 
are  making  in  the  hunt  for  her  killer. 

Georges  and  Marguerite  Bouniol  will 
attend  a  service  tomorrow  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Goleen,  the  village 
closest  to  the  isolated  farmhouse  hide¬ 
away  of  Sophie  Toscan  du  Planner,  38.  It 
is  in  a  ruggedly  beautiful  area  dose  to 
Mizen  Head,  the  most  southwesterly 
point  of  Ireland. 

Mme  Toscan  du  Plantier.  a  television 
producer  and  the  estranged  wife  of  the 
president  of  the  French  Film  Academy, 
was  found  there  by  a  neighbour  on  the 


morning  of  December  23.  She  had  been 
bludgeoned  to  death.  She  was  alone  on 
die  night  of  the  murder,  and  made  a  late- 
night  telephone  call  to  her  husband, 
Daniel,  before  going  to  bed.  Police  believe 
she  was  attacked  in  the  garden  when  she 
wenr  to  investigate  a  noise.  She  suffered 
crushing  blows  to  the  face  and  head,  but 
the  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
laceration  of  the  brain,  possibly  caused  by 
a  concrete  block  or  rode  being  dropped  on 
her  head.  “It  was  a  mad.  frenzied  attack. 
Really  horrible."  one  police  source  said. 

Officers  have  spent  12  months  going 
over  the  details  of  the  murder  and  inter¬ 
viewed  1300  people,  some  of  them  three 
or  four  times.  They  made  two  arrests  — 
Ian  Bailey,  an  English  freelance  journal¬ 
ist,  and  Jules  Thomas,  his  Welsh  partner 
—  but  released  both  without  charge. 

Police  now  believe  they  have  a  witness 
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The  Finest  Gift 
at  Christmas 


Luxury  Dolce  Vita  Jewel  Box  at  £39 

L  ^y  Toilette  Sp^y.  75ml  Body  Umm. 

i  *  Shower  Gel  (Ato  a«hd*  for  Dmml 

*  Value  £55  based  on  price  per  ml  of  stMdmd«ek^^ 


Tendre  Poison  Gift  Set  at  £25 

Containing:  30ml  Baa  de  Tbikoe  Spay.  75ml  Body  Lotion 
(Also  available  for  Dime,  Dok*  Vila  and  Poison) 
Value  £33  based  on  price  per  ml  of  standard  sizes. 


who  may  be  able  to  give  them  vita] 
evidence.  A  married  local  woman  having 
an  affair  with  an  old  boyfriend  saw  a  man 
in  the  area  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd. 
She  initially  refused  to  testify,  but  after 
much  cajoling  and  reassurance,  police 
have  persuaded  her  to  give  evidence. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Bouniol,  frustrated  at  the 
lack  of  progress,  this  week  criticised  the 
Irish  authorities  for  failing  to  keep  them 
informed.  They  were  last  briefed  by  the 
police  in  February. 

Mme  Bouniol.  arriving  at  Cork  airport 
yesterday,  said  she  wanted  to  see  police 
compile  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  the 
killer.  The  couple  will  discuss  the  case 
with  them  over  the  weekend.  “We  have 
come  here  to  attend  Sophie’s  Mass.  We 
want  to  meet  her  friends  and  the  people  of 
the  area  and  we  intend  to  visit  her  home," 
Mme  Bouniol  said. 


NEW  IN  BRIEF 


Third  of 
Britons 
admit  to 
racism 

Almost  a  third  of  Britons 
admit  to  being  racist,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  of  16.000 
people  throughout  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union.  But  that  still 
makes  Britain,  with  32  per 
cent  of  native-born  citizens 
acknowledging  racist  views, 
among  the  least  prejudiced 
of  the  15  member  states. 
Other  figures  indude  55  per 
cent  in  Belgium,  48  per  cent 
in  France  and  low  40s  in 
Denmark  and  Austria. 

Ecstasy  offence 

Tasmin  Walts,  19,  a  biochem¬ 
istry  student  at  Royal  Hollo¬ 
way  College,  Egham.  Surrey, 
was  put  on  probation  for  two 
years  for  selling  Ecstasy  tab¬ 
lets.  She  was  attempting  to  re¬ 
cover  the  £3,000  she  had  lent 
to  her  drug-dealing  41-year- 
old  boyfriend,  by  whom  she  is 
seven  mouths  pregnant. 

Poison  gas  risk 

Several  thousand  British 
troops  eoukl  have  been  affect¬ 
ed  by  Iraqi  nerve  gas  from 
weapons  destroyed  after  the 
Gulf  War.  John  Rad,  the 
Armed  Forces  Minister,  said 
tbe  levels  of  potential  expo¬ 
sure  from  a  nerve  gas  cloud 
were  “Y«y  unlikely"  to  pose 
any  health  hazard. 

Firm  is  old  hat 

The  firm  that  made  the  top- 
hats  for  tiie  film  Four  Wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral  has 
dosed  after  225  years  because 
of  lade  of  demand.  Chnstys, 
of  Stockport  Greater  Man¬ 
chester.  made  toppers  for 
Royal  Ascot  and  royal 
garden  parties,  and  bowlers 
for  City  gents. 

Queen  buys  land 

The  Queen  has  bought  1,000 
acres  of  land  adjoining  her 
50,000-acre  Balmoral  estate 
in  Grampian  from  the  Earl 
of  Airlie,  Lord  Chamberlain 
of  die  Royal  Household.  The 
land,  southeast  of  Braemar, 
indudes  the  3, 143  ft  mountain 
of  TolmounL  The  price  was 
not  disclosed. 


non  the  cancer  had  dis¬ 
appeared."  Following  the  sur¬ 
gery  Tom  developed  pneumo¬ 
nitis.  a  severe  lung  infection, 
and  doctors  again  feared  for 
his  survival  as  it  kills  almost 
every  baby  who  develops  it 
However,  he  responded  well 
to  aggressive  anti-inflamma¬ 
tory  treatment  and  the  infec¬ 
tion  has  gone. 

Ten  weeks  on  from  the 
surgery,  Tom  has  no  cancer, 
no  infection  and  a  fully  func¬ 


tional  immune  system.  He  is 
on  a  small  dose  of  antibiotics 
and  drugs  to  boost  his  im¬ 
mune  system  every  three 
weeks.  “This  baby  has  made 
an  almost  miraculous  recov¬ 
ery  from  two  complications  of 
SCID  that  were  each  almost 
always  fatal."  Dr  Cant  said. 
“His  condition  will  need  id  be 
monitored  very  carefully  to 
make  sure  that  the  cancer  does 
not  return,  although  it  seems 
unlikely." 


NEWS  9 

Girl  killed 
and  sisters 
hurt  at 
blackspot 

By  Bill  Hoffmann 

A  GIRL  aged  ten  was  killed 
and  her  three  sisters  injured 
early  yesterday  when  a 
roadsweeping  lorry  crashed 
into  them  at  a  pedestrian 
crossing  near  their  home. 

Police  said  the  sisters  were 
walking  to  a  bank  to  withdraw 
money  for  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  and  planned  to  celebrate 
the  birthday  of  one  of  them 
later  in  rhe  day.  Stephanie 
Pbpar  died  from  internal  inju¬ 
ries  in  rhe  accident  at 
Bushbury.  Wolverhampton. 

Stephanie's  sister,  Natalie. 
13.  fractured  her  skull  and  had 
facial  injuries.  Another  sister. 
Marie  McCormack,  who  was 
IQ  yesterday,  had  head  inju¬ 
ries.  a  broken  shoulder  and 
facial  cuts  after  being  dragged 
25ft.  A  third  sister.  Selina 
Shaw.  3.  was  treated  for  cuts. 

Police  said  it  appeared  the 
lorry  had  been  travelling  too 
fast  as  it  came  off  a  round¬ 
about.  The  driver  was  identi¬ 
fied  as  Roger  Edwards,  in  his 
fifties,  of  Staffordshire. 
Neighbours  said  the  crossing 
was  a  blackspot  they  had 
complained  abour  for  years. 

□  A  man  died  and  13  people 
were  injured  when  a  minibus 
containing  staff  on  a  Christ¬ 
mas  outing  from  P&O  at  Dov¬ 
er  was  hit  by  an  articulated 
lorry  in  heavy-  rain  and  thick 
fog.  Grahame  House,  who 
died  at  the  scene,  was  married 
with  three  children.  Three  col¬ 
leagues  were  seriously  injured. 


“These  Christmas  I 
lights  are  now 
reduced,  but  hurry 
before  they’re  gone.” 


SANDRA  LAWRENCE 
Store  Manager 
B&Q  CREWE 
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Outdoor  illuminated 
3D  Reindeer 
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ALL  TINSEL  AND 
ALL  CHRISTMAS 
CANDLES 
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Chasing  Candle  A/ch  (shown) 
or  Functional 

Candle  Arch  4%  ne 

Low  voltage.  m  l 

Was  £20  tm  IWeach 


EAflN  TESCO  CU1BCAKD 
POINTS  AT  B&Q 
Pick  tie  a  IoqW  In  itota 


OPEN 
BOXING  DAY 


0  OPENING  HOURS 

I  Mandat:  Mod  sKXMSam-Spm. 
Sun;  Most  store*  Frig  land  ft 
Wale*  lOanXpm  (where 
pormffeaj.  Scotland  9am^prn  A  Northern 
Ireland  lprrwbpm.  Christmas  Eve:  Wed 
24m  Dec  SarrvSpn  Christmas  Pay:  Thure 
25Tft  Dec  CiC6fD  Boxing  Day;  Fri  2«h  Pec 
10anv5pm.  Sal  2Jlh  Pec  to  Tites  30th  Dec: 
Normal  Opening  Hours 
Certain  store  hours  may  vary,  please 
'phorp  your  nearest  storo  to  confirm. 
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B&QI 

YW  CAN  DOirmEN  YOV  B&Q  iT! 


BHTAWS  BG&BT  QUf  CHAW  -  fOB  TOW  MEJUST  Mt*t  PHONE  mil  £46  MM 

Untomat  -  tvto.//www.tilr.c<i.uk  I 


Often  may  vary  at  BAB  Warehouses  end  BM  Depots,  pieow  «k 
irwtoro  tor  detaft  ol  our  Price  Promise.  AS  products  stfijea  to  owflabAh/ 
pteos&  oharw  io  check  before  tiave'kng  sin*  shown  ore  approximato 
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Fear  of  defeat  produced  i 


THE  "homes  for  votes"  scan¬ 
dal  that  has  left  Dame  Shirley 
Poner  and  David  Weeks  fac¬ 
ing  a  £27  million  surcharge 
was  rooted  in  an  alarmingly 
poor  showing  by  the  Conser¬ 
vatives  in  the  May  1986  local 
elections. 

The  Tories  saw  their  major¬ 
ity  cut  from  26  to  four,  and 
came  within  100  votes  of 
losing  four  wards,  which 
would  have  handed  control  to 
Labour.  In  the  summer  of  19S6 
Lady  Porter  and  trusted 
councillors  and  officers  met  to 
develop  a  strategy  that  would 
ensure  the  party  won  again  in 
1990  to  avoid  whar  she  called 
“the  nightmare  of  Labour 
being  in  charge  of  Parliament 
and  Whitehall". 

The  result  of  the  meetings 
was  the  policy  of  “Building 


anatomy  of  a  scandal 


Reports  by  Mark  Henderson 


Stable  Communities”  which 
led  to  yesterdays  High  Court 
ruling.  Under  the  plan,  eight 
Labour  marginal  wards 
would  be  transformed  into 
Tory'  strongholds  by  earmark¬ 
ing  council  houses  and  fiats 
for  sale  to  young  professionals 
under  right-to-buy  legislation 
introduced  by  Margaret 
Thatcher.  The  idea  was  to  fill 
the  wards  with  likely  Conser¬ 
vative-voting  yuppies  rather 
chan  homeless  people  on  the 
waiting  list  who  were  more 
likely  to  vote  Labour. 

When  a  flat  fell  vacant  in 
one  of  the  target  wards  — 


Workaholic 
who  kept  an 
eye  on  the 
main  chance 


SHIRLEY  PORTER 


THE  failure  of  Dame  Shirley 
Porter’s  appeal  against  the 
mulrimillion-pound  surcharge 
imposed  for  her  role  in  the 
“homes-for-votes"  scandal  is  a 
humiliation  for  one  of  local 
government’s  most  flamboy¬ 
ant  figures. 

The’  Tesco  heiress,  whose 
E70  million  fortune  puts  her 
and  her  husband  266th  in  The 
Sunday  Times's  list  of  the 
richest  500  Britons,  brought  a 
swashbuckling  populism  to 
London  Conservatism  in  the 
1980s  as  she  aped  the  outsid¬ 
er’s  instincts  of  her  heroine. 
Margaret  Thatcher. 

She  mixed  glamour  with  a 
ruthless  business  sense  leamt 
from  her  father.  Sir  Jack 
Cohen,  the  East  End  market 
trader  who  founded  the  Tesco 
supermarket  chain,  and  never 
missed  a  decent  photo  oppor¬ 
tunity.  It  was  Da me  Shirley 
who  dressed  up  as  an  Indian 
squaw  and  urged  passers-by 
on  Victoria  Street  not  to  drop 
litter.  It  was  Dame  Shirley 
who  walked  a  camel  to  County 
Hall  to  protest  at  GLC  spend¬ 
ing  that  "broke  the  camel’s 
back".  And  it  was  Dame 
Shirley  who  drove  a  council 
“poop-scoop"  machine  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  to  Baroness  Thatcher 
her  crusade  against  dog  mess. 
She  recently  merited  an  entry, 
in  Christine  Hamilton’s 
Bumper  Book  of  British 
Battleaxes. 

Like  Lady  Thatcher,  she 
was  a  workaholic  who  de¬ 
manded  the  same  from  those 
who  worked  fbr  her  and 


brooked  little  in  the  way  of 
dissent  from  her  underlings. 
She  adopted  her  father’s  man¬ 
tra,  “You  cant  do  business 
sitting  on  your  arse.”  and 
demanded  that  her  team  re¬ 
main  on  call  at  aU  hours  of  the 
day.  After  once  telephoning  a 
council  officer  at  11pm  only  to 
find  he  was  in  bed.  she  asked 
in  astonishment:  “Why. 
what’s  the  matter?” 

Her  emergence  as  a  female 
politician  second  in  stature 
only  to  Lady  Thatcher  was 
sudden  and  unexpected,  and 
followed  a  life  spent  largely  as 
a  traditional  Jewish  wife  and 
mother.  Bom  in  1930  in 
Clapton.  East  London,  her 
father  withdrew  her  from 
Warren  School  in  Worthing. 
West  Sussex,  before  she  could 
sit  A  levels,  reportedly  because 
the  school  governors  turned 
her  down  for  head  girl  on 
account  of  her  Jewish  name, 
and  sent  her  to  finishing 
school  in  Switzerland. 

She  married  Leslie  Porter,  a 
businessman  ten  years  her 
senior,  and  had  children  at  20 
and  22,  settling  down  as  a 
Hampstead  Garden  Suburb 
housewife  while  her  husband 
carved  out  a  career  with  Tesco, 
eventually  becoming  chair¬ 
man  and  winning  a  knight¬ 
hood.  It  was  only  when  her 
children  grew  up  that  she 
forsook  the  golf  course  for  the 
excitement  of  politics. 

Her  political  career  was 
initially  held  back  by  what 
fellow  Conservatives  termed 
the  “Leon  Brirran  problem"  a 


Bayswater,  Cavendish,  Ham¬ 
ilton  Terrace.  Little  Venice, 
Millbank,  St  James’s,  Victoria 
and  West  End  —  it  would  not 
be  relet  but  “designated"  for 
sale  and  boarded  up  until  a 
suitable  buyer  was  found. 
Hundreds  of  flats  were  left 
unoccupied  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  £5  million  a  year,  while 
waiting  lists  grew.  Many  were 
sold  at  big  discounts. 

The  homeless  were  ignored, 
offered  places  in  outer  London 
boroughs  such  as  Hilling¬ 
don.  or  moved  to  dilapidated 
tenements  allegedy  contami¬ 
nated  with  asbestos.  The  sum 


of  the  policy  was  dearly 
signalled  by  memos  and  min¬ 
utes  bearing  titles  such  as 
“economic  justification  fbr  G. 
Mander  on  housing"  and  “im¬ 
mediate  need  to  socially  engi¬ 
neer  the  population  in 
marginal  wards". 

Parallel  to  the  designated 
sales,  planning  and  environ¬ 
mental  policies  were  slanted  to 
gentrify  the  marginal  wards. 
A  total  of  9.000  homes  were 
designated  for  eventual  sale, 
with  the  council  setting  a 
target  of  500  sales  a  year. 

To  councillor?:  and  officers, 
there  was  little  doubting  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  policy. 
"Shirley  was  in  the  driving 
seat."  said  Peter  Hartley,  the 
former  chairman  of  housing, 
whose  surcharge  was  quashed 
yesterday.  "Her  intention  was 


to  gain  electoral  advantage  by 
selling  more  properties  in 
marginal  wards." 

Support  came  from  David 
Weeks,  the  deputy  leader,  Mr 
Hartley  and  Michael  Dutt 
who  succeeded  Mr  Hartley  as 
housing  chairman  and  killed 
himself  after  being  strongly 
criticised  by  the  district  audi¬ 
tor’s  interim  report  in  1994. 

Equally  important  were  the 
roles  played  by  three  suppos¬ 
edly  non-poli tidal  council  em¬ 
ployees:  Bill  Phillips,  the 
managing  director;  Graham 
England,  the  housing  director 
and  Paul  Hayler,  his  deputy. 
The  officers  carried  out  the 
policy  despite  knowing  that  it 
was  wrong  and  possibly  un¬ 
lawful,  according  to  the  audi¬ 
tor's  report. 

Mr  Phillips  and  Mr  Eng- 


Tony  Blair  has  hacked 
anti-sleaze  measures  to  be 
announced  in  the  new  year 
to  end  the  surcharging  of 

councillors  and  local  ,  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  and  in¬ 
troduce  a  law  to  jail  or  fine 
anyone  seeking  advantage 
from  their  public  position. 
The  law  wonld  apply  not 

only  to  councillors  and 
local  government  officers 


land  were  cleared  yesterday  of 
wilful  misconduct.  Mr 
Hayler’s  appeal  is  pending 
because  of  ill  health. 

The  scandal  began  to  break 
in  1988,  when  Richard  Stone,  a 
family  doctor,  noticed  large 


Dame  Shirley  Porter,  when  she  was  Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster,  riding  in  the  1992  New  Year's  Day  parade 


euphemism  for  her  Jewish¬ 
ness.  but  the  new  brand  of 
Conservatism  developed  by 
Lady  Thatcher  in  die  late 
1970s  suited  her  instincts  and 
propelled  her  to  the  leadership 
of  Westminster  council  in  19S3. 

Following  the  exposure  of 
the  “homes-for  votes”  affair  in 
a  BBC  Panorama  documenta¬ 
ry.  she  stepped  down  as 
council  leader  in  1991.  taking 
on  the  ceremonial  role  of  Lord 
Mayor.  After  two  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  she  rarefy  set  foot  in 
Westminster  City  Hall  and 
came  dose  to  disqualification 
as  a  councillor  for  absentee¬ 
ism.  she  retired  from  local 
politics  in  1993  and  was  made 
a  dame. 

•  Dame  Shirley.  67,  now  lives 
in  Israel  in  the  summer  and 
America  in  the  winter,  in 
smart  properties  on  the  Tel 
Aviv  seafront  and  in  Palm 
Springs.  California. 


British  assets  are  moved 
beyond  auditor’s  grasp 


DAME  SHIRLEY  may  es¬ 
cape  paying  more  than  a 
fraction  of  the  £27  million 
surcharge  for  wtaicfa  she  is 
liable,  because  she  has  spent 
three  years  placing  her  sub¬ 
stantial  wealth  beyond  the 
district  auditor's  grasp. 

David  Weeks,  die  other 
surcharged  councillor,  has 
limited  assets  and  may  be 
made  bankrupt,  but  Dame 
Shirley  is  likely  to  be  pursued 
for  the  bulk  of  the  surcharge. 
Her  £70  million  fortune  is 
held  jointly  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Sir  Leslie  Porter. 

After  John  MagflLL  the  au¬ 
ditor.  announced  he  was 


HER  FORTUNE 


“minded"  to  surcharge  ten 
councillors  and  officials  a  to¬ 
tal  £21  million  |n  1994,  Dame 
Shirley  took  steps  to  transfer 
formal  ownership  of  her  Brit¬ 
ish  assets.  In  1994  her  Tesco 
shareholding,  worth  £56  mil¬ 
lion.  was  moved  to  an  undis¬ 
closed  account  and  she  sold 
her  penthouse  flat  in  Belgra¬ 
via  to  her  son  Michael.  Other 
assets  are  thought  to  have 
been  transferred  to  Israel 
and  California,  where  the 
Porters  have  homes. 

None  of  the  19  million 


Tesco  ..shares  left  to  Dame 
Shirley  by  her  father,  die 
store’s  founder  Sir  Jack  Co¬ 
hen.  remains  in  her  sole 
name.  Her  published  bold¬ 
ing  in  the  firm  had  declined 
from  4S  million  shares  in 
1990  to  3  million  in  1994, 
before  it  was  dismantled. 

The  Porter  Foundation,  a 
charity  set  up  by  the  Porters 
in  Israel  is  thought  to  have 
assets  of  £20  million  and  an 
annual  income  of  £1  million. 

Accountants  hired  by  West¬ 
minster  council's  lawyers  to 
trace  Dame  Shirley's  assets 
report  that  few  are  “attack¬ 
able”  in  Britain. 


but  also  to  ministers,  civil 
servants,  magistrates  and 
judges.  John  Prescott  the 
Deputy  Prime  Minister,  is 
expected  to  publish  a  con¬ 
sultative  document  next 
month,  setting  out  an  ethi¬ 
cal  framework  for  local 
government.  But  it  would 
not  be  retrospective  and 
would  not  apply  to  Dame 
Shirley  Porter. 

numbers  of  flats  being 
boarded  up  and  started  to 
complain.  The  Labour  opposi¬ 
tion  took  up  the  cause,  and  a 
BBC  Panorama  documentary 
in  July  1989  led  to  13  com¬ 
plaints  and  an  inquiry  by  John 


Magfll,  the  district  auditor. 

In  May  1990  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  increased  their  majority 
to  30.  helped  by  having  i he 
country’s  second-lowest  poU 

tax.  Dame  Shirley  stood  down 
as  leader  the  next  year.  Mr 
Magill’s  report  in  1994  sug¬ 
gested  that  six  councillors  and 
four  officers  were  guilty  of 
wilful  misconduct,  and  im¬ 
posed  a  preliminary  sur¬ 
charge  of  £21  million. 

In  May  the  final  report 
found  Dame  Shirley,  Mr 
Weeks.  Mr  Hartley.  Mr  Phil¬ 
lips,  Mr  England  and  Mr 
Hayler  guilty  of  wilful  miscon¬ 
duct  and  “jointly  and  severally 
liable"  for  a  surcharge  of 
£31.6  million.  One  councillor 
and  two  officers  were  cleared. 
The  late  Dr  Dutt  was  not 
named  in  the  report. 


Magill  hails 
court  ruling 
as  ‘terrific’ 


OTHER  PLAYERS 


JOHN  MAGILL  the  district 
auditor  for  Westminster,  sees 
yesterday's  derision  as  a  vindi¬ 
cation  of  his  seven-year 
inquiry. 

He  qualified  as  an  account¬ 
ant  28  years  ago.  and  has  built 
a  reputation  as  a  meticulous 
investigator.  A  senior  partner 
in  Deloitte  &  Touche,  who 
were  paid  £275  an  hour  for  his 
services,  he  worked  almost 
exclusively  on  die  Westmin¬ 
ster  case  from  1989  to  1996. 

While  he  called  yesterday's 
ruling  a  “terrific  derision",  foe 
judges  criticised  the  length 
and  £3  million-plus  cost  of  his 
inquiry  and  ms  derision  to 
hold  a  press  conference  in  1994 
to  announce  preliminary  find¬ 
ings  in  which  he  said  he  was 
“minded”  to  find  ten  people 
guilty  of  wilful  misconduct. 

David  Weeks,  whose  ap¬ 
peal  was  dismissed  along  with 
Dame  Shirley's,  is  the  only 
person  originally'  surcharged 
still  connected  to  foe  cbunril- 
He  is  a  councillor  for  St 
George’s  ward,  though,  if  he  is 
declared  bankrupt,  he  would 
be  forced  tefrgsign:  ■ 

--  He.  was  deputy  leader  to 
Dame  Shirley,  succeeding  her 
in  1991.  The  judges, his 
tble  in  foe  designated  sales 
affair  was  "inextricably 
linked"  to  Dame  Shirley’s,  and 
that  he  had  lied  to  Mr  Magill 
and  the  High  Court  when  he 
said  the  policy  had  been 
abandoned  after  legal  advice. 

Peter  Hartley,  who  sal  on 
foe  council  from  1977  to  1958, 
was  the  only  councillor  whose 
appeal  was  allowed.  He  re¬ 
signed  after  taking  the  blame 
for  its  sale  of  three  cemeteries 
to  speculators  for  L5p,  and  now 
runs  a  video  shop.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  foe  housing  committee 
between  1986  and  1988,  he 


presided  over  the  introduction 
of  foe  designated  sales  policy. 
The  judges  derided  that;  while 
guilty  of  misconduct  for  pro¬ 
moting  a  policy  he  knew  had 
been  developed  with  an  un¬ 
lawful  purpose,  he  was  not 
guilty  of  wilful  misconduct 
because  his  own  objective, 
selling  as  many  houses  as 
possible,  had  been  lawful. 

BO]  Phillips,  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  foe  council  from  1987 
to  1991,  was  found  guilty  of 
misconduct  but  not  of  wilful 
misconduct  for  carrying  put  a 
policy  he  knew  was  improper. 
The  misconduct  was  not  wilful 
because  he  did  not  know  the 
policy  was  unlawful. 

Graham  England,  director 
of  housing,  was  moved  to  foe 
council's  external  relations  de¬ 
partment  when  foe  scandal 
broke.  He  was  made  redun¬ 
dant  in  September  days  before 
foe  appeal  started.  His  appeal 
succeeded  because  he  was 
found  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  foe  policy  he  was  operat¬ 
ing  was  unlawful.  The  court 
also  accepted  that  Mr  Eng¬ 
land  had  advised  Dame  Shir¬ 
ley  that  foe  policy  was  wrong. 

Paul  Hayler,  assistant  di¬ 
rector  of  housing,  had  his 
appeal  stayed  when  he  suf¬ 
fered  a  nervous  breakdown, 
which  also  led  to  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  council  in 
September.  He  helped  to  dis¬ 
guise  a  polity  he  knew  was 
unlawful. 

Michael  Dutt,  who  was  not 
named  in  foe  Magill  report 
committed  suicide  after  he 
was  strongly  criticised  in  Mr 
Magzll'5  interim  findings  in 
1994.  A  GP.  he  succeeded  Mr 
Hartley  as  co-chairman  of  the 
housing  committee  with  Ju¬ 
dith  Warner,  a  councillor 
cleared  of  wrongdoing. 


Notice  to  Halifax  saving  and  banking  customers. 

The  Halifax  is  happy  to  announce  another  interest  rate  increase  for  the  New  Year  on  its  saving  and  certain  banking  products  effective  from  1st  January  1998. 
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Lid  off  the  rustic-chic  palace  of  Bill  Gates 


Giles  Whittell 
has  a  computer 
tour  of  the 
Microsoft 
mogul’s  haven 
of  high  tech 
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Though  still  not  fin¬ 
ished.  the  lakeside 
stronghold  of  the 
world's  richest  man  is 
gradually  revealing  itself  as  a 
labyrinthine  monument  ..to 
rustic  chic. 

Bill  Gates’s  $53  million  (£32 
million)  mansion,  best-known 
for  its  elaborate  computer 
system,  also  boasts  half  a 
million  board  feet  of  recycled 
timber,  towering  pillars  of 
andent  Douglas  fir  and  roofs 
I  ^planted  with  grass  and  local 
’  shrubs.  Exposed  concrete  has 
been  distressed  to  look  old. 
and  rainwater  is  channelled 
into  an  artificial  estuary 
stocked  with  trout  and  salm¬ 
on.  The  Tamerlane  of  the 
computer  world  has  built  him¬ 
self  a  sprawling  palace  of 
pavilions  linked  by  tunnels, 
fibre-optic  cables  and  a  theme 
of  restrained  Northwestern 
opulence.  Its  first  three-dimen¬ 


about  the  department's  anti¬ 
trust  division  as  it  has  about 
Mr  Gates’S  business  practices. 

Begun  more  than  a  century 
ago  to  protect  consumers  from 
collusion  and  price-fixing  by 
greedy  oil  and  railway  mag¬ 
nates.  die  Government's  anti¬ 
trust  efforts  have  been  roundly 
criticised  by  some  as  too  slow 
and  bureaucratic  to  keep  up 
with  the  computer  business. 


O 


The  complex,  on  a  five-acre  plot  on  the  Lake  Washington  waterfront,  took  seven  years  to  build  according  to  the  specifications  of  Bill  Gates  and  wife  Melinda 


sional  depiction,  compiled 
from  a  CD- Rom  published 
with  a  recent  book  by  Mr 
Gates,  shows  the  surprisingly 
modest  family  quarters  under 
traditional  sloping  gables  next 
to  a  four-car  garage  at  the 
north  end  of  the  complex. 

The  Microsoft  chairman, 
his  wife  Melinda  and  two- 
year-old  daughter  have  four 
bedrooms  between  them  and 
one  for  a  nanny.  Below  and  in 
front  of  the  family  wing  is  an 
exercise  building  complete 


with  a  trampoline  room  in  the 
shape  of  a  20ft  cube.  Next 
door,  swimmers  in  the  indoor 
pool  can  enjoy  underwater 
music  and  dive  under  a  glass 
wall  to  emerge  outside. 

Behind  the  main  complex, 
two  large  visitors’  car  paries, 
one  underground,  leave  a 
short  walk  to  the  guest  wring 
via  an  84-step  “grand  stair¬ 
case"  that  follows  the  steep 
slope  of  the  lakeshore. 

Mr  Gates  seems  loath  to 
welcome  overnight  guests:  this 


wing  has  just  two  bedrooms.  It 
has  a  24-seat  formal  dining 
room,  however.  A  domed  and 
panelled  reading  room  houses 
his  library,  including  Leonar¬ 
do  da  Vinci’s  Codex  Leicester, 
which  he  bought  for  $30.8 
million.  A  large  reception  hall 
below  the  library  and  closer  to 
Lake  Washington  has  space 
fix- 200  sipping  cocktails  or  150 
silting  down  for  dinner,  pre¬ 
pared  in  one  of  two  restaurant- 
calibre  kitchens.  With  inter¬ 
iors  designed  by  Thierry 


Despont,  an  architect  fix-  Los 
Angeles's  new  Getty  Centre, 
the  huge  property  could  cost 
$100  million  in  ail,  experts  say. 
This  is  still  less  than  0.25  per 
cent  of  Mr  Gates’s  net  worth. 

A  separate  development  this 
week  threatened  to  erode  the 
cyber  baron's  $40  billion  for¬ 
tune,  though  not  his  status  as 
the  worlds  richest  person. 
Heavy  trading  in  Microsoft 
stock  and  a  $431  drop  in  its 
share  price  followed  news  on 
Thursday  that  the  US  Justice 


Department  had  asked  a  fed¬ 
eral  judge  to  find  the  computer 
giant  in  contempt  of  court  and 
begin  levying  fines  of  up  to 
$1  million  a  day. 

The  department’s  request 
followed  an  investigation  last¬ 
ing  more  than  a  year  into 
Microsoft's  licensing  prac¬ 
tices,  especially  its  strategy  of 
forcing  computer  manufactur¬ 
ers  to  indude  its  Internet 
browser  software,  known  as 
Microsoft  Explorer,  in  soft¬ 
ware  packages  based  around 


Windows  95.  Anti-trust  inves¬ 
tigators  insist  customers 
should  be  able  to  choose  which 
browser  to  use.  They  have 
accused  Microsoft  of  using  its 
90  per  cent  market  share  in 
other  areas  of  the  software 
business  to  mount  an  unfair 
challenge  to  its  chief  compet¬ 
itor  in  the  browser  war, 
Netscape's  Navigator.  The  ar¬ 
cane  but  bitter  dispute  be¬ 
tween  Microsoft  and  the 
federal  Government  has 
raised  as  many  questions 


thers  have  accused 
investigators  of 
missing  the  point 
'Microsoft  really 
hasn't  done  anything  wrong," 
William  Baxter,  a  veteran  anti¬ 
trust  lawyer,  told  US  News 
and  World  Report  recently.  In 
the  new  higlHech  economy, 
“companies  will  compete  for 
markets,  rather  than  in  mar¬ 
kets.  We’ll  have  a  series  of 
companies  leapfrogging  one 
another.  The  worst  filing  we 
can  do  is  weaken  the  incen¬ 
tives  to  be  the  successful  frog." 

Mr  Gates's  run-in  with  the 
Government  is  unlikely  to 
affect  his  company's  bottom 
line.  As  he  admitted  recently, 
fines  of  $1  million  a  day  would 
be  a  trifle  for  his  company: 
“What  the  judge  says  well  do, 
we’ll  do.  That’s  file  way  it 
works  in  this  countiy.”  In  file 
meantime,  experts  believe,  the 
company's  lawyers  have  al¬ 
ready  dragged  out  the  dispute 
long  enough  for  Microsoft  to 
dethrone  Netscape. 

Back  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Washington,  the  Gates  family 
have  been  more  neighbourly. 
Fellow  residents  of  wealthy 
Medina,  where  die  median 
house  price  is  nearly  $500,000. 
have  had  free  car  washes 
during  the  seven-year  con¬ 
struction  project,  and  one  old 
woman  who  shares  the  lake- 
front  with  the  family  now  has 
her  grass  cut  gratis  by  a 
Microsoft  gardener. 
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We  will  save  you  money  on  your  phone  bill 
If  we  don’t,  we’ll  give  you back  double  the  difference. 

Yes*  it  really  is  this  simple:  we  promise  that  if  you  don't  make  savings  on  your  call  bill  compared  with  BTs 
basic  rate  (even  against  theft*  PremferUne  and- Friends  &  Family  schemes  but  excluding  temporary 
promotions)*  well  gjve  you  back  double  the  difference.*  Yes,  that’s  double  the  difference.  So  to  see  how 
much  you  could  save,  why  don’t  you  ring  us  now  on  Free  Cal  l  0500  500  366  quoting  RXIMPR. 
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Cash  inquiry  at 
Warhol’s  charity 


The  charitable  foundation 
that  controls  the  estate 
of  pop  artisr  Andy  Warhol 
is  getting  an  unwanted  15 
minutes  of  fame. 

The  Warhol  Foundation  for 
the  Visual  Arts,  a  collection  of 
art  world  luminaries,  has 
come  under  the  scrutiny  of 
New  York  State's  crusading 
Attorney-General,  Dennis 
Vacco.  "Hie  foundation,  which 
spent  years  in  a  dispute  with 
its  original  lawyer,  Edward 
Hayes,  over  the  size  of  his 
legal  fees,  has  now  fallen 
under  suspicion  of  squander¬ 
ing  the  artist's  legacy. 

Mr  Vacco  has  issued  sub¬ 
poenas  to  obtain  records.  The 
focus  of  his  investigation  is 
the  foundation’s  administra¬ 
tive  expenses  and  the  use  of 
office  space  by-  Warhol’s 
friend  Vincent  Fremonr,  who 
acts  as  exclusive  agent  for  its 
100,000  Warhol  artworks. 
Also  at  issue  is  the  valuation 
of  the  foundation's  holdings. 

Under  New  York  law,  a 
charity  is  required  to  pay  out 
at  least  5  per  cent  of  its  assets 
every  year.  If  the  foundation's 
assets  are  found  to  be  worth 


JAMES  BONE'S  (r. 

NEW  YORK  i 


about  $400  million  (£240  mil¬ 
lion)  —  the  figure  set  in  the 
Hayes  litigation  —  the  charily 
may  have  to  disburse  millions 
more  than  it  now  does. 

Mr  Vacco's  inquiry  could 
conceivably  lead  to  the  dis- 


Warhol:  huge  legacy 


missal  of  the  foundation’s 
board.  But  Archibald  Gillies, 
its  president,  defended  its 
high  running  costs,  saying: 
“We  haw  been  performing 
the  role  of  museum,  an 
gallery  and  library  as  well  as 
grant-making  foundation." 

□  AMERICANS  have  caughi 
a  bad  case  of  “affluenza",  a 
nasty  virus  whose  symptoms 
are  large  credit-card  bills  and 
incessant  shopping.  This 
year,  Christmas  shoppers  are 
expected  to  spend  a  record 
$800  per  family.  Activists  in 
Vermont  have  launched  a 
campaign  to  persuade  con¬ 
sumers  to  “spend  rime,  not 
money".  They  suggest  giving 
certificates  promising  to  cook 
a  meal  or  to  babysit,  instead. 


AMERICA'S  jelly-bel¬ 
lied  jester,  Chris  Far¬ 
ley,  above,  who  made 
his  name  as  a  king  of 
slapstick  on  the  tele¬ 
vision  show  Saturday 
Night  live,  this  week 
followed  his  heavy- 


Comic  star 
found  dead 

weight  heroes  John 
Belushi  and  John  Can¬ 
dy  to  an  early  grave. 
The  28st  Farley,  who 


made  his  movie  debut, 
in  Wayne’s  World  and 
recently  starred  as  the 
Beverly  HUls  Ninja, 
was  found  dead  of  an- 
apparent  heart  attack 
in  his  pyjamas  at  home 
in  Chicago.  He  was  33. 


Moral  Mayor 
gives  backing 
to  big  gamble 

AN  ISLAND  in  die  shadow  of  the  Stetueof 
Liberty  in  New  York  harbour  may  become 

the  new  Monte  Carlo.  _ 

Local  officials  are  studying 
transform  an  abandoned  Coast  Guard 
station  on  Governors  Island,  a  short  ferry 
ride  from  Wall  Street,  into  a  worid-cLass 
gambling  den.  President  Clinton  has  offered 
to  sell  the  government-owned  land,  wruen 

has  spectacular  views  of  the  Manhattan 
skyline,  to  New  York  City  for  a  token  one 

dollar.  ,  .  , 

Gaming  is  banned  in  New  York,  but 
casinos  operate  in  neighbouring  New  Jersey 
and.  Connecticut  and.  a  court  recently  rule*3 
That  cruise  ships  could  set  up  the" ard  tables 
and  roulette  wheels  as  soon  as  they  were 
three  miles  offshore. 

The  normally  puritanical  Mayor,  Ru¬ 
dolph  Giuliani,  says  a  gambling  resort  «n 
Governors  Island  would  attract  high-rollers 
from  around  the.  world.  He  has  dubbed  the 
project  “Monte  Carlo  11" 


The  wife  of  best-selling  writer 
Stephen  King,  above,  is 
distributing  free  copies  of  a 
graphic  autobiographical 
novel  outside  high  schools  in 
her  home  state  of  Maine. 
Bastard  Out  of  Carolina,  by  L 
Dorothy  Allison,  was  banned  V 
by  some  schools  because  of  ib 
explicit  account  of  coming  of . 
age  in  a  family  racked  by 
alcoholism  and  incest  Equip¬ 
ping  children  to  deal  with 
reality  may  mean  “tefling 
them  there  are  bad  things  in 
the  world”.  Tabitha  long 
says. 


Capeman  in  bit  of  a  flap 


THE  combination  of  a  Nobel  Prize- 
winning  poet,  a  leading  choreogra¬ 
pher,  a  famous  salsa  musician  and 
America’s  most  successful  .  play-' 
wright  is  proving  a  volatile  mix.  The 
producers  of  the  new  Broadway 
musical,  Capeman,  have  been  forced 
to  postpone  the  opening  night  for 
three  weeks  to  pep  up  foe  snow.  A 
latter-day  West  Side  Story,  it  tells  the 


true  tale  of  Salvador  Agron,  a  cape- 
wearing  gang-member  sentenced  to 
death  Tor  killing  two  teenagers  in 
1959.  It  was  written  by  Paul.  Simon 
with  lyrics  by  Derek  Walcott,  the  1992 
Nobel  laureate  for  literature,  and  is 
directed  by  the  dance  innovator 
Mark  Morris  with  foe  Panamanian 
singer-cum-politidan  Rub6n  Blades 
in  the  lead. 
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Gary  Hart  ‘bimbo’ 
crusades  against 
pom  on  Internet 

.  From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Fairfax,  Virginia 


TEN  years  after  Donna  Rice 
derailed  Gary  Hart’s  hopes  of 
■becoming  President  of  foe 

U^afed.  States,  the  woman 
once -offered  miUian-doUar 
deals  to  bare  all  byjPenthouse 
-  and  Ptajih^  is  now  spear- 
;  heading  America’s  campai  gn 
agairat  pombgiaphy  on  the 
IntemeL  '  .V  -’'-p1.  ; 

Whfle  the  DemOatttic  can¬ 
didate  from ;  Colorado,  has 
long  ago  fadedinto  obscurity. 
thepeitJHdelflbndc  famously 
pictured  on  his -lap  near  a 
yacht  called  Mon  &y  Business 


access  on  the  Net,"  said  Mrs 
Rice  Hughes  as  she  clicked 
expertly  on  her  computer  to 
reveal  a  particularly  sordid 

act  on  screen.  “Right  now  they 
can  get  all  the  adult  stuff  and 
even  material  thaf  s  illegal  for 
adults.”  .  . 

A  survey  last  year  by  Carne- 
gie-Mellon  University  of 
917.410  images  downloaded 
by  consumers  in  40  countries 
found  more  than  SO  per  cent 
were  pornographic,  while 
paedophiliac  or  hebephiliac 
(adolescenti  images  acceunt- 


hasV  become-  a;  rbom-again.  «d  for  50  per  cent  of  almost  six 
Christian,  a  conservative  icon  million  downloads. 


in  the  fight  against  smut  and 
an  accepted'  member1  of-ihe 
.  Washington  establishment  .. 

Her  latest^  voonne  is^  a 
simple  ‘guide  for  computed 
illiterate  parents  wasting  to 
prevent  their  , 
children  gaining 
access  to  hard¬ 
core  and  child  . 
pornography, 

-  bestiality,  tor-, 
ture  and  even 
mutilation 
online.  At  39, 

Donna  Rice 
Hughes— she  is 
married  to  Jack 
Hughes,  a  busi¬ 
ness  executive— 
has  matured  be¬ 
yond  Tecog-  ■ 
nitioii. 

In  many  re-  Rice:  coj 

specs,  she  rep-  iconfigh 

resented  a 
watershed  for  foe  political 
system  in  America.  Her  si¬ 
lence,  decision  to  go  under¬ 
ground  for  seven  years  and 
blank  refusal  to  submit  to 
offers  that  would  have  made 
her  a  millionairess  overnight 
set  the  tone  for  subsequent  sex 
scandals  in  foe  United  States. 
She  has  never  discussed  foe 
details  of  her  alleged  affair. 
Playboy  offered  her  a  blank 
cheque  to  pose  with  her 
domes  on  while  agents  tout¬ 
ing  book  and  screenplay 
rights  had  suggested  a  start¬ 
ing  figure  of  $800:000 
(£485,000).  Subconsciously, 
she  admits,  her  own  inability 
to  defend  hersetf  may1  haW 
been  foe  magnet  that  drew 
her  to  the  defence  of  children 
using  foe  Internet 
“It’s  sometimes  hard  to 
believe  what  diildren  can 


A  recent  industry  summit  in 
■  Washington  produced  some 
results.  Four  of  foe  largest 
5“^“ .  providers. 

‘  representing  95  per  cent  of  the 
online  community,  agreed  to 
a  zero-tolerance 
polity  for  child 
pornography. 

But  Mrs  Rice 
Hughes  and  her 
cohorts  were 
disappointed  jn. 
that  law  officials 
only  agreed  to 
enforce  aggres¬ 
sively  legislar 
tion  on  child 
pornography 
and  child  stalk¬ 
ing  by  sexual 
perverts  in 
cyberspace, 
sexvative  The  police 

ing  smut  would  not  en¬ 

dorse  a  robust 
stance  in  upholding  federal 
laws  against  obscenity.  At  foe 
heart  of  foe  issue  is  foe  online 
industry’s  wish  to  prevent  foe 
fast-growing  Internet  from .  v 
bring  regulated  like  television  ft 
and  radio.  Revenue  from 
pornographic  advertising  on¬ 
line  ranks  third  behind  com¬ 
puter  products  and  travel.  Big 
companies  are  therefore  rout¬ 
ing  software  that  filters  out 
sexually  explicit  web  sites  and 
calling  for  the  empowerment 
ofparents. 

For  Mrs  Rice  Hughes,  foe 
battle  against  foe  industry  is 
likely  to  continue  for  many 
years.  “I  got  caught  between 
foe  crossfire  of  press,  politics 
and  public  opinion.  I  was  a 
29-year-old  single  girl  who 
made  a  mistake,  but  I'm  a 
fighter  and  I  think  something 
good  has  come  out  of  it" 


.  -zssgrfj  m 

,v  miF&M 


Rice:  conservative 
icon  fighting  smut 


Afro-America  dreams 
of  a  black  Christmas  * 


From  Tunkg  Varadarajan 

IN  NEW  YORK 

AS  THE  “white"  holiday  of 
Christmas  approaches,  thou¬ 
sands  of  American  blacks  are 
preparing  far  their  own  alter¬ 
native  “African  Christmas”, 
called  Kwanzaa.  - 
Derided  by  its 'critics  as 
pseudo-ethnic  humbug, 
Kwanzaa  was  invented  30 
years  ago  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  Watts  riots  by  Ronaid 
“Maulana“  Kaxenga.  aradical 
activist  who  once  preached 
warfare  against  whites  but 
has  mellowed  into  a  professor 
of  Blade  Studies  at  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Sate  University,  in  Long 
Beach.  •.’*  “ 

Kwanzaa,  a  .  misspelling  of 
the_  Swahili  word  kwanza,  or 
fruit,  was  devised  to  introduce 
blade  Americans  to  the  values,, 
customsand  traditions  Afri¬ 
ca.  Mr  Karenga. scoured  the 
African  continent  for  images, .. 


rituals  and  buzzwords  and 
assembled  a  compendium  of 
seven  “Blade  principles", 
many  culled  from  the  disas¬ 
trous  “African  Socialism"  of 
Julius  Nyerere,  the  former 
President  of  Tanzania. 

Starting  on  December  26, 
and  continuing  for  a -week. 
Kwanzaa  celebrants  will  focus 
each  day  on  a  different  princi¬ 
ple,  each  with  its  name  in 
Swahili. These  include  i unoja, 
or  unify:  fayichagului  (self- 
determination);  ujima  (collec¬ 
tive  labour):  and  ujamaa 


There  is  also  a  great  deal  of 
feasting.  A  typical  Kwanzaa 
meal  would  consist  of  peanut 
soup  with' okra  croutons.  Wo- 
Jof  chicken  and  rice,  a  Nigeri¬ 
an  salad,  and  a  Fruits-of- 
AfriGapie. 

Yet  in  spite  of  Mr  Karenga’s 
revolutionary  intent,  Kwanzaa 
today  is  a  resolutely  middle- 
class  affair- 
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AS  A  New  York  tycoon  found 
tohis  cosrthis  week,  American 
law  and  lawyers  have  a  soft 
spot  for  the  girlfriends  of  fee 
nch  and  famous.  John 
Lattanzio’s  bid  to  retrieve 
sortie  of  -  the  to  million 
{EUJnriHkm)  of  gifts  he  lav¬ 
ished  on  a  Latvian  lover  left, 
him  with  a  diamond  ring 
worth  $289,000 and  a  new  role 
as  the  laughing  stock  of  Wall 
Street  The  Jover,  Ines  Misan. 
kept  her  flat;  most  of  her 
trinkets  and  a  shiny  new 
Mercedes. 

Ms  Misan  is  the  latest  in  a 
sultry  line  of  women  willing  to 
accept  and  wear  staggeringly 
costly  baubles,  but  refusing  to 
be  treated  Kite  feem.  She  owes 
her  triumph  partly  -to  her 
steely  temperament  —  “I  get 
attached  to  gifts;  Ihi  a  beauti¬ 
ful  woman,"  she  said  —  and 
also  to  the  flamboyant  Califor¬ 
nian  lawyer  who  25  years  ago 
invented  pahmony. 

Marvin  Mitcbelson,  whose 
Beverly  HiUs  office  boasted  a 
throne  from  Rudolph  Valen¬ 
tino  and  an  etched  glass  Birth 
of  Venus,  made  legal  history 
in  1972  with  a  lawsuit  against 
Lee  Marvin  by  his  ex-lover.  As 
Mr  Marvin’s  "cook,  compan¬ 
ion  and  confidante”  fin-  six 
years,  Mkhelfe  Triala  was 
entitled  to  half  the  tof»  minion 
Marvin  estate  ,  even  though 


Palimonyis 
agiflvb^t  - 
friend,reports 
Giles  WftjtfeH 
in  Los  Angeles 


she  had  never  been  his  wife, 
Mr  Mhchetem  argued.  His 
client  won'  a  mere  $104,000, 
but  the  term  “palimony”  was* 
coined  and  an  era  of  romantic 
trepidation  dawned.  Sex,  not 
marriage,  had  become  the 
mark  beyond  which  vast  for¬ 
tunes  were  fair  game. 

“Sane  people  sffll  go  birndly 
into  love  like  they  do  in  the 
movies.”  said  Cary  Goldstein, 
a  Los  Angeles  paliznony  ex¬ 
pert,  when  asked  about  the 
Lattanao  case.  '“Others  are' 
more'  cautious.  •  Under  pal- 
imony,  if  someone  promises 
you  ‘Babe,  111  always  take  care 
of  you*,  you  don't  have  the 
concept  of  separate 'property. 
You’re  saying  ‘everything*. 
You’re  saying  ‘forever*.  ’ 

Dodi  Ffcyed  fouStd  he  might 
have  said  too  much-  to  Kelly 
Fisher,. die  Californian  model, 
earlier  fids  year.  Claiming  she 
had  shelved  her  career  for 


John  F.Hranw  with  his  unde  Umberto  Agnelli 


Tiim,  she  retained  a  feared 
women’s  rights  attorney  "in 
-  Gloria  Allred  and  sued  him  . 
'  fbcf  $500,000  pateamiijg  of  his 
Jore .foe.  Dha%L  Amass  of 
-$fales.  And  ,  j^ondza  Locke 
■ggrVn'  arrrtndi  firirwgd  settlement 
from- Gin t  Eastwood  after  13 
'■ yearaoflivingiqgefeerandsbc 
*  yBara  of  litigation.  •  i  - ‘ 

An  estimated  40^00  law- 
,yert  in  the  US  now  specialise 
•,:mdivbn»aiKhpalmjcaiy.  Hist- 
<try  shows  the  key  to  winnings 
high-profile  palunomy  case  is 
tohke  one  of  the  few  special¬ 
ists  witting  to  drag  wealthy 
-celebrities  through  me  mire  erf 
a  public  relations  war. 

I  Uofil  the  nrid-1980s  Mr 
Mstdieteon,  now  68,  was  an 
.  unrivalled  break-up-lawyer  to 
fee  Stars,  rhai-ging  millions  to 
septate  the  likes  of-  Joan 
Collins,  Tony  Curtis  and  Zsa 
’  isa  Gabor  ■  from  their 
spouses.  The  reigning  king  of 
.-■eddaity  -:divarce  told  paF 
imooy  cases  is  New  York's 
:  Raoul  Felder,  62.  After  win- 
;  ning  handsome  settlements 
for  the  former  wives  of  Mel 
Brooks,'  Kfartfri  Scorsese  and 
;  Mike  Tyson,  he  was  a  natural 
choice  for  Ms  Misan. 

Indeed  Ms  Misan  called  the 
deal  “very  sweetr  and  is  now 
linked  romantically  to  an  art 
dealer  said  to  be  worth 
billions.  ;  - 


grandson  in 
driving  seat 

-  From  Richard  Owen  in  home 


A  DECISION  by  Giovanni 
Agnelli,  the  honorary  chair¬ 
man  and  patriarch  of  Fiat  to 
bring  his  21-yearold  grand¬ 
son  John  EBcann  into  the  Fiat 
boardroom,  was  yesterday 
greeted  as  a  bold  bid  to  en¬ 
sure  continued  “family  con¬ 
trol"  of  the  giant  company. 

The  move  comes  only  a 
week  after,  the  untimely 
dead)  from  cancer  of  Giovan¬ 
ni  Alberto  AgneQL  Signor 
AgneflTs  nephew  and  “heir 
apparent”,  at  the  age  of  33. 
Signor  AgneDi  76.  moved 
“wife  remarkable  speed”  to 
scotch  talk  of  a  succession 
crisis,  La  Repubbtica  said. 

Not  only  is  fiat  Italy's 
largest  private  company, 
wife  an  empire  embracing 
newspapers  and  football 
teams  as  wefl  as  cars,  it  also 
exemplifies  fee  Italian  tradi¬ 


tion  of  family  dynasties.  The 
Agndlis  have  bam  compared 
to  fee  Medids  in  fee  range  of 
their  wealth  and  power,  and 
Signor  Agnelli  is  often 
described  as  Italy’s  “un¬ 
crowned  King”. 

-  Although  they  .have  fee 
biggest  stake  in  Fiat,  fee  Ag¬ 
nellis  have  to  share  control 
wife  several  banks  and  insur¬ 
ance  pompanii-n,  -  ami  have 
had  to  steer  the  firm  through 
a  major  restructuring. 

John  EOcann  —  the  son  of 
Margherita  Agnelli,  Gianni 
Agnelli’s  daughter,  and  her 
first  husband  Alain  Elkann, 
the  writer  and  journalist — is 
stQl  a  student  and  is  too 
young  to  take  over  fee  firm 
when  Cesare  Romiti.  fee 
present  chairman,  retires 
next  June  at  75.  But  Signor 
AgneSi  indicated  feat  be  saw 
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John  Elkann,  22,  joins  the  board  to  ensure  continued  “family  control’'  of  Flat 


his  grandson  as  his  heir  in 
the  long  term,  and  pointed 
out  feat  he  himself  had 
joined  fee  Fiat  board  at  22 
and  Iwame  vicepresident  at 
the  age  of  25.  “He  may  be 
young,  but  so  was  1  when  1 
joined  the  board  in  1943.” 

Signor  Elkann  was  chris¬ 
tened  “Jacopo”  but  prefers  to 
be  known  as  John,  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  his  American  birth 
and  international  back¬ 
ground.  He  was  bom  in  New 
York  in  1976,  and  has  a 
brother  lapo.  20.  and  a  sister. 


Gtnevra.  18.  He  attended  a 
lycee  in  Paris  snd  is  now  in 
his  third  and  final  year  of 
engineering  studies  at  Turin 
Polytechnic. 

Signor  Elkann  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  future  in  Flat  by 
doing  summer  work  experi¬ 
ence  stints  at  the  Magneti 
Marelli  factory  in  Birming¬ 
ham  last  year  and  at  fee  Hal 
plant  in  Poland  (his  year. 
There  is  speculation  that  he 
may  in  due  course  change  his 
first  name  to  Giovanni,  fee 
Italian  equivalent  of  John. 


Both  the  firm’s  founder  and 
its  present  patriarch  were 
named  Giovanni  and  the 
late  Giovanni  Alberto  had 
been  dubbed  “Giovanni  111” 
by  (he  press  before  his  death 
last  Saturday.  It  is  not  dear 
who  win  take  over  as  “inter¬ 
im”  chairman  next  year,  al¬ 
though  fee  most  favoured 
candidate  is  Gabriele 
GaJateri  di  Genola,  50,  Fiat'S 
aristocratic  managing  direc¬ 
tor  and  the  right-hand  man 
of  Umberto  Agnelli  66,  Si¬ 
gnor  Agnelli's  brother. 


Vatican  scholar  tries  to  raise  Latin  from  the  dead 
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By  Richard  Owen 

AN  ANC3ENT  Roman  returning  to 
tite  Rome  of  today  might  be  honied 
by  the  traffic,  the  mobile  phones  and 
fee  fast  food  restaurants  —  but  at 
least1  he  for-  she)  would  be  able  to 
communicatee-thanks  to  an  up-to- 
date  Latin  dictionary.  -  - 
The  dictionary,  the  result  of  eight 
years’  work  by  Vatican  scholars, 
tackles  the  tricky  question,  of  how  to 
translate  concepts  and  inventions 
unknown  (mercifully)  to  Horace  and 


Ovid.  Latin  is  stQl  the  official 
language  of  the  Vatican  state,  but 
was  dropped  from  fee  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  liturgy  in  the  1960s.  It  is  not  much 
used  within  the. Vatican  nowadays 
except  by  specialists,  who  translate 
papal  documents  into  Larin. 

The  dictionary’s  veteran  editor. 
Monsignor  Carlo  Egger,  83,  who  has 
served  four  popes  as  chief  Latinist, 
ipriinatnH  feat  he  had  found  counter¬ 
parts  to  such  modem  words  as 
aerosol  spray  (liquor  nubHogemis), 
motorbike  (birota  automalaria),  told 


stripper  (sui  ipsius  nudator).  But  the 
arrival  of  the  dictionary  in  Rome 
bookshops  reveals  an  even  fuller 
vocabulary  of  late  20th  century 
phenomena.  After  arriving  at  the 
"aeronavmm  partus”,  or  airport,  a 
returning  Roman  could  take  a  taxi,  or 
autodnetum  meritorium,  to  the  Col¬ 
osseum  or  fee  Pantheon,  which  he 
might  be  pleased  to  note  are  still- 
standing  despite  pollution.  While 
stuck  in  a  traffic  jam  or  “in 
obstxuctione”.  listening  to  Roman 
drivers  sounding  their  horns,  or 


“sonori  autodneti  indices.”  he  could 
use  a  mobile  phone,  or  “telephonium 
ceDuIare”  to  phone  ahead  and  ex¬ 
plain  why  he  is  late. 

On  arrival,  struck  by  fee  fashions 
of  today’s  Rome,  he  might  like  to 
drop  into  a  department  store  or 
“habituum  emporium”  and  kit  him¬ 
self  out  with  a  new  jacket  (tunicula 
mankata),  shirt  (subucula).  trousers 
(bracae),  socks  (pedules)  and  shoes 
(calceos),  with  some  new  underwear, 
or  subligares-  They  could  then  repair 
to  a  “tabema  Macdonaldiana"  for  a 


hamburger.  This  month  Monsignor 
Egger  organised  a  “Latin  Festival”  at 
the  Vatican  addressed  by  the  ftape, 
who  lamented  fee  decline  of  spoken 
Latin  and  urged  its  revival.  He 
praised  a  Spanish  Jesuit  priest  in 
Rome.  Rather  Felix  Sdnchez  Vallejo 
of  the  Gregorian  University,  for 
launching  a  Latin  language  website 
on  the  Internet  www.unigre.urbe.it/ 
vallejo/breviterJitm) 

□  Lexicon  Recentis  Lntinitatis.  pub¬ 
lished  by  Libreria  Editrice  Vaticana 
100 WO  lire 
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Russia  claims 
victoiy  over 
British  spies 


MARK THOMAS 


THE  head  of  Russia's  counter- 
intelligence  service  claimed 
yesterday  rhat  Britain's  espio 
nage  operations  in  the  country 
had  been  set  back  20  years 
after  die  arrest  last  year  of 
a  Russian  diplomat  working 
for  M 16. 

In  an  interview  marking  the 
Kith  anniversary  of  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  notorious  Cheka 
secret  police.  Nikolai  Koval¬ 
yov,  the  director  of  the  Federal 
Security  Service  (FSB),  boast¬ 
ed  that  British  intelligence  had 
been  deair  a  severe  blow  last 
April  with  the  arrest  of  Platon 
Obukhov. 

The  former  Second  Secre¬ 
tary  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  was  arrested  by  FSB 
officers,  who  seized  high-tech 
transmitting  equipment  sup¬ 
plied  by  British  intelligence. 
He  has'  been  jailed,  but  his 
defence  claims  that  he  should 
not  be  tried  because  he  is 
mentally  unbalanced. 

His  arrest  led  to  the  worst 
spy  row  between  London  and 
Moscow  since  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War.  The  Russians  asked 
for  a  dozen  British  embassy 
staff  implicated  in  the  case  to 
be  removed,  fn  tit-for-tat  ma¬ 
noeuvres,  four  diplomats  were 
subsequently  expelled  from 
each  embassy.  “Successful  op- 


Yeltsin  believes 
nation  was  too 
hard  on  KGB, 
writes  Richard 
Beeston 


e rational  measures  carried  out 
with  respect  to  this  case  have 
enabled  us  to  set  the  British 
Secret  Intelligence  Service 
back  20  years,"  Mr  Kovalyov 
told  the  daily  Nezavisimoya 
Gazeta.  “The  British  were 
planning  to  supply  all  their 
agents  on  Russian  territory 
with  the  kind  of  equipment 
used  by  Platon  Obukhov  for 
secret  communications  with 
the  Moscow  SIS  residents." 

He  added  thar  his  service 
had  recently  apprehended  two 
more  Russian  agents  working 
for  foreign  powers,  whose 
indentiries  would  be  revealed 
in  the  new  year. 

Mr  KovaJyov’s  upbeat 
message  was  echoed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin,  who  resumed  his 
weekly  radio  address  yester¬ 
day,  and  devoted  his  message 
to  praising  the  work  of  the 


secret  services.  The  Russian 
.  leader,  who  looked  and 
sounded  much  better  but  has 
been  confined  by  his  doctors  to 
his  sanatorium  outside  Mos¬ 
cow  until  the  end  of  nexr  week 
to  get  over  a  bad  cold,  said  that 
the  country  had  been  too  hard 
in  judging  the  KGB. 

“The  stare  security  services 
were  a  reflection  of  the  state 
thar  existed  ar  the  time,"  he 
said.  While  sidestepping  the 
KGB-inspired  putsch  of  1991. 
which  nearly  cost  Mr  Yeltsin 
his  life,  the  Kremlin  leader 
insisted  that  there  was  no 
threat  of  a  return  to  the 
notorious  practices  of  the  KGB 
and  its  predecessor,  the 
NKVD.  responsible  for  killing 
millions  of  people  and  sup¬ 
pressing  dissent  against 
communism. 

Many  former  victims  of  the 
Soviet  secret  police,  mean¬ 
while.  gathered  this  week  with 
rights  activists,  environmen¬ 
talists  and  liberal  politicians  to 
give  a  warning  that  the  FSB 
was  still  up  to  sonje  of  the 
KGB’s  old  tricks.  'They  are  a 
cancerous  growth  thar  is  eat¬ 
ing  its  way  through  Russia.” 
said  Sergei  Grigoiyants,  the 
head  of  the  Glasnost  Public 
Association  for  Victims  of 
State  Repression. 


WORLD  IN  BRIEF 


PATSY  KENSIT.  above,  the 
wife  of  rock  singer  Liam 
Gallagher,  has  reportedly 
agreed  to  appear  in  at  least 
six  episodes  of  Friends,  the 
popular  American  sitcom 
(Giles  Whitell  writes).  Ken- 
sit  who  began  acting  when 


Kensit ‘on  blind 
date  in  Friends’ 

she  was  eight,  will  fin  a  void 
in  the  sitcom’s  storyline  as  a 
new  girlfriend  for  Ross,  the 
gormless  but  charming 


palaeontologist  played  by 
David  Schwimmer,  accord¬ 
ing  to  sources  quoted  on 
NBC  television.  Ms  Kensit's 
character  wifl  meet  him  on  a 
blind  date  at  the  opera, 
insiders  from  the  series* 
script  department  said. 


War  tribunal  to  drop  charges  against  three  Croats 


Ante  Furundzija  in  the  dock  at  The  Hague  hearing  yesterday 


From  Tom  Walker 

IN  SARAJEVO 

WESTERN  attempts  to  bring  Bosni¬ 
an  war  criminals  to  justice  suffered  a 
setback  yesterday,  with  The  Hague 
tribunal’s  chief  prosecutor,  Louise 
Arbour,  recommending  that  indict¬ 
ments  against  three  Croat  suspects 
be  dropped 

At  the  same  time,  the  gloss  was 
taken  bom  the  mainly  Dutch  opera¬ 
tion  that  lifted  two  more  Croat 
suspects  from  central  Bosnia  on 
Thursday,  as  diplomatic  sources  in 
Sarajevo  revealed  the  arrest  mission 


had  been  bungled  two  days  previ¬ 
ously.  Elite  Dutch  marine  comman¬ 
dos  waited  to  ambush  the  two 
suspects  as  they  returned  home  bom 
their  nightly  drinking  binge,  only  to 
be  left  empty-handed  as  they  took 
different  routes  to  their  houses. 

Ail  told,  this  week’s  war  crimes 
tribunal  scoreboard  makes  less  im¬ 
pressive  reading,  with  two  more 
names  taken  but  the  likelihood  that 
four  others  will  be  dropped.  Along 
with  the  three  identified  by  Ms 
Arbour,  another  Bosnian  Croat  in¬ 
dicted  by  The  Hague  must  be 
scratched  from  the  list  investigators 


have  learned  that  Stipo  Alflovic  died 
in  Amsterdam  in  1995. 

Last  night,  Alex  lvanko,  the  tribu¬ 
nal’s  spokesman  in  Sarajevo,  insist¬ 
ed  that  a  final  judgment  on  Ms 
Arbour's  recommendation  was  still 
pending. 

□  The  Hague  Anto  Furundzija.  28, 
a  Bosnian  Croat  seized  by  Nato 
troops,  pleaded  not  guilty  to  charges 
linked  to  the  “ethnic  cleansing’]’  of 
Muslims  before  the  UN  criminal 
tribunal.  (Reuters/ 

Leading  article 
and  letters,  page  19 


Truth  commission 
charges  Botha 

ignoring  a  summons  to  testify  at  hearugs  into  his  rtde  as%: 
Jufrnn  of  the  State  duftagv- 

the  1980s  (Sam  KHey  writes).  This  was  the  first  tunrMusj&ier 
has  defied  an  order  to  appear  before  the  ttanmraaa.  Ifte,.- 
National  Partv  later  condemned  the  move  against  Mr  Botha.  If. 
he  ts  prosecuted  and  found  guilty,  he  faces  two  years  in  jail  a  fine 
of 2,000  rands  (£250),  or  both.  '  >  • 

James  Earl  Ray  plea  rejected 

Memphis:  A  grand  jury  panel  yesterday  refused :  to  op£ri  anew 
investigation  into  the  murder  of  Martin  Luther  King  .  Jr.  The 
request  was  made  by  a  Jack  McNeil,  former  lawyer  for  James 
Eari  Ray,  King's  confessed  killer.  He  contended  Kingyvas  killed 
by  someone  other  than  Ray.  But  the  panel  said  there  w®  not 
"credible  information"  to  warrant  further  review.  (AP) .  .  ..... 

Jamaica  returns  Patterson 

Miami-  jhe  ruling  Peopled  National  Party  in 
Jamaica,  led  by  Feraval  Patterson,  right,  the-.- 
Prime  Minister,  has  scored  its  third  consecu¬ 
tive  general  election  victory  (David  Adams 
writes).  Mr  Patterson's  party  has  48  con¬ 
firmed  seats  in  the  60-member  parliament, 
compared  to  only  nine  for  the  opposition 
Jamaica  Labour  Party,  headed  by  Edward 
Seaga.  the  former  Prime  Minister.  Mr  Seaga 
held  his  own  seat  for  the  ninth  straight. time. 

Texas  siege  ends  peacefully 

THE  Texas  day-care  centre  siege  enctetf  peacefully  after  a  30- 
hour  ordeal  in  which  a  gunman  took  80  ^chSAwr  hostage  but 
later  released  them  all  unharmed  (GBeaWhinell  -mites)!  James 
Monroe  Lipscomb.  33,  was  charged  whfa^tg^avatedJddriappmg 
after  surrendering  in  the  northem^ailassuburb  of  Haiin  The 
last  hostages  freed  were  iwo  of  his  OTOicbadrou 

EU  citizens  show  racism 

Brussels:  An  average  66-per  cent  of,  European .  Union  citizens 
hold  racist  views,  .according  to  a  survey  which  foe  Brussels 
Commission  said  showed  shocking  xenophobia  (Charles 
Bremner  writes).  Six  hi  IO  Britons  hold  racist  views,  well  below 
Belgium's  81  per  cent  and  Denmark^  S3  per  cent 

UN  blue  beret  firm  in  foe  red 

WeDmgtou:  Slow  payment  by.  the  United 
Nations' has  helped  put  Out  of  business  Hills 
Headwear,-  foe  New  Zealand  company  that 
supplies  the  organisation’s  distinctive  blue 
beretsTldfc The  Dominion  newspaper  report¬ 
ed  heire.  The  firm  was  put  into  receivership 
after  enduring  a  year  of  trading  troubles  that 
.  Hatty  (fc  Krey.  its  chief  executive,  said  were 
inade  worse  by  the  UNTs  tardiness  in  paying, 
thenewspaper  claimed.  (AP) 

CIA  polices  Palestinian  jails 

Jerusalem  The  Palestinian  Authority  is  to  give  America's  CIA 
unprecedented  control  over  its  security  arrangements  with  Israel 
(R^  DimnwritesJ.  This  includes  foe  right  to  veto  the  release  of 
suspected  Islamic  militants  from  Palestinian  jails. 


I 


4  ■ 


:n )  .. 

.‘tv-  rr-. 


f 


ITT 

£ 

cc. 

fc 


te. 

V 

l£ 

ul 

7l‘r 

TV 


£99  A  MONTH 

AT  A  QO/a  AHA 

mi  v«ov/o  iiinc 


us  deposit  and  final  payinenc. 


ROVER  214  CASH  PRICE  £10,000.00*  DEPOSIT  £3,255.00.  AMOUNT  OF  CREDIT  £6.745.00.  24  MONTHLY  PAYMENTS;^** 
GUARANTEED  MINIMUM  FUTURE  VALUEv FINAL  PAYMENT  £5,500.  CHARGE  FOR  CREDIT  £1,191.00.  TOTAL  PAYABLE' £11,19160." 


“A  CREDC1 


\rj& jteouiREOy-rrtROOGH  rover  fmmnce  ltd 

*  LOCAL  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS. 

.  ASSUMES  ANNUAL  -.MILEAGE  UP  TO  i2,000  MILES. 


is":* ' -fc  X  -~-t 


the  times  Saturday  December  20 1997 


NEWS  15 


Ukri 


as 


fears  grow 

of  new  flu 


Experts  are  divided  over  whether 
two  deaths  and  six  other  cases 
of  an  A-strain  virus  in  Hong  Kong 
presage  a  major  world  outbreak 


H-acefe- 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 

1  .  SCIENCE  EDITOR 

'fi 

-  ONE  of  the  world’s  leading  flu 
experts  flew  into  Hong  Kong 
yesterday  as  fears  grew  over 
the  spread  of  “chicken  flu"  . 

Daniel  Lavanchy,  of  the 
World  Health  Organisation, 
arrived  as  dozens  more  people 
in  the  former  colony  were 
tested  for  the  disease  and  the 
number  of  confirmed  cases 
rose  to  right  Hong  Kong 
authorities  are  meanwhile  try¬ 
ing  to  reassure  travellers,  fear¬ 
ful  that  the  tourist  trade; 
already  hit  by  the  handover  to 

’  China,  will  collapse. 

Some  experts,  however,  fear 
that  the  disease  is  simmering 
away,  largely  undetected,  in 
mainland  China.  Monitoring 
activities  there  are  more  thinly 
spread  than  in  Hang  Kong, 
where  the  only  cases  so  far 
have  been  found.  Alan  Hay, 
head  of  the  Worid.  Health 
Organisation's  flu  centre  in 
Mill  Hill,  North  London,  has 
warned  that  "surveillance  in 
China  is  a  real  problem — we 
have  to  think  of  ways  erf 
beefing  up  monitoring  mere". 

Professor  John  Orchard,  of 
London  Hospital  •  Medical 
College,  warns  that. sometimes 
flu  can  lie  low,  "seeding"  itself 
through  the  population  before 
bursting  out  as  a  pandemic. 
"So  far.  it's  not  exactly  leaping 
along,  but  it  could  be  smoul¬ 
dering  under  the  surface, 
which  would  be  very  danger¬ 
ous"  he  says.  "It  is  very  wise 
that  everone  is  assuming  it 
could  spread." 

Of  the  right  eases  so  far 
confirmed,  two  have  died.  The 
latest  patient  is  a  four-year-old 
boy.  unrelated  to  any  of  the 
other  victims.  The  patients 
being  tested  are  all  ill  with 
some  variety  of  the  influenza  A 
virus,  but  it  may  not  be  the 
chicken  virus,  A  H5N1. 

Dr  Lavanchy,  who  heads 
the  WHO'S  flu  programme, 
flew  in  to  confer  with  local 


authorities  and  experts  from 
the  US  Centres  for -Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta  on  whether 
H5N1  posed  a  real  threat  of  a 
pandemic  —  a  world  epidem¬ 
ic.  Hie  question  divides  the 
experts.  "My  guess  is  that  it 
will  snuff  itself  out,"  Professor 
Oxford  said,  "but  most  flu 
people  think:  the  opposite.” 

Fears  of  a  pandemic  are 
fuelled  by  the  fed  that  this; 
virus  has  previously  boa 1 
found  rally  in  birds,  so  that 
human  bongs  have  no  anti¬ 
bodies  against  it.  Offsetting 
that  is  its  slow  development  so 
far.  which  suggests  that  H5NI 
is  not  a  highly  efficient  virus, 
and  may  not  spread  between 
humans,  a  necessary  step  if  it 
is  to  create  a  pandemic. 

It  was  not  me  first  tfine  that 
humans  had  been  infected 
with  avian  flu.  Professor  Ox¬ 
ford  said.  Volunteers  at  the 
Common  Grid  Research  Unit 
were  experimentally  infected 
with  avian  flu  of  the  H7  and 
H4  varieties.  But  it  heeded  a  - 
large  dose  and  the  infections 
were  nrikL  .  So  it  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  the  case  that  H5N1  will 
sweep  all  before  it 

Influenza  A  viruses  are 
characterised  by  differences  in 
two-  .viral  proteins,  haeraag- 
gintinin  (H)  and  neuramini¬ 
dase  (N).'The  19HPW 'Spanish’’ 
flu  pandemic,  the  worst  this 
century.  was  causal  by  H1N1. 
which  is  still  in’ drculstian. 
The  other  A  virus  stffi  circulat¬ 
ing  is  H3N2,  which  caused  the 
1968-69  Hong  Kong  .flu 
pandemic. 

There  are  a  total  of  15 
different  H  sub-types,  of 
which  only  three  have  caused 
major  human  epidemics.  The 
rest  aH  infect  birds,  where  they 
cause  diseases  quite  unlike  flu. 
The  H5N1  type  is  particularly 
nasty,  affecting  virtually  every 
organ  in  a  bird’s  body  and 
kflung  thousands  almost  over¬ 
night.  But  how  serious  it  is  as 
a  human  diseases  remains 
unknown.  It  is  possible  that 


A  chicken  vendor  in  Hong  Kong:  most  new  flu  strains  emerge  In  China,  where  birds  and  humans  live  dose  together 


sporadic  infection  by  avian  flu 
has  always  occurred,  but  has 
not  been  noticed  because  it  has 
never  caused  a  pandemic. 
Heightened  surveillance  may 
have  brought  ft  to  light 

A  second  and  more  sinister 
pdssibifitY  is  that  some  subtle ' 
change  has  taken  place  in 
H5N1  to  make  It  more  infec¬ 
tious  to  humans.  Flu  viruses  of 
the  A  type  undergo  two.kinds 
of  change:  antigenic  drift, 
which  happens  all  the  time 
and  accounts  for  most  of  the 
small  changes  in  the  viruses 
that  occur  from  season  to 
season,  and  antigenic  shift, 
when  ti»  H  and  N  proteins 
abruptly  alter.  Pandemics  are 
caused  by  these  abrupt  shifts. 

This  case  is  different  H5N1 
is  not  the  result  of  an  antigenic 
shift  from  a  known  human  flu 
virus,  but  the  direct  infection 
of  humans  by  a  known  avian 
virus.  Typically,  new  flu  virus¬ 
es  pass  through  other 
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mammals,  usually  pigs,  be¬ 
fore  reaching  humans  —  that 
is  why  China,  where  humans, 
pigs  and  chickens  five  in  close 
proximity,  is  the  breeding 
ground  for  most  new  varieties. 

H5N1,  however,  passed  dir¬ 
ectly  through  the  oinfto-hu- 
man  barrier.  How  it  managed 
to  do  this  is  still  not  known, 
but  subtle  changes  in  the  virus 
—  antigenic  drift  —  may  have 
taken  place  to  make  it  pos¬ 
sible:  Now  that  it  has  infected 
humans  it  will  continue  to 
change  and  could  pose  a 
future  threat 

The  next  few  weeks  will  be 
critical.  A  rapid  rise  in  cases  in 
Hong  Kong,  followed  by  the 
appearance  of  cases  else¬ 
where,  will  really  set  alarm 
bells  ringing.  In  1968.  when 
Hong  Kong  flu  caused  a 
pandemic,  the  first  cases  were 
identified  in  July.  The  first 
cases  in  Britain  appeared  the 
following  month,  and  there 


MPs  back 
call  for 
more  breast 
screening 

■  By  Ian  Murray 

A  CAMPAIGN  to  prevent 
2,000  older  women  a  year 
dying  from  breast  cancer  has 
won  the  backing  of  35  women 
MPs  from  all  parties.  They 
want  Invitations  to  attend 
■  screenings  to  be  sent  automat¬ 
ically  to  all  women  over  65. 

-  At  present  this  service  ends 
once  a  woman  reaches  that 
:  age,  although  women  over  65 
are  at  the  highest  risk  of 
developing  breast  cancer,  with 
more  than  47  per  cent  of  new 
cases  and  63  per  cent  of  all 
deaths  in  this  age  group. 

•  Although  women  over  65 
are  able  to  request  a  screening, 
the  fad  that  they  are  not 
invited  to  attend  means  that 
only  03  per  cenfof  them  doso. 
Nearly  two  thirds  of  women, 
over  £5  told  a  recent  GaJhxp 
poll  that  they  thought  they 
were  too  old  for  the  disease. 

.  “The  only  reason  that  the 
Government  can  have  for  not 
extending  the  scheme  is  cost." 
said  Sally  Green  gross,  of  Age 
Goncem.  which  is  spearhead¬ 
ing  the  campaign.  “We  would 
be  appalled  if  some  women's 
lives  are  deemed  less  worthy 
of  resources  because  they  are 
older." 


were  some  outbreaks  in  closed 
communities,  such  as  schools, 
in  the  autumn.  But  the  real 
epidemic  strode  in  December 
1969 and  January  1970 — a  full 
18  months  after  the  first  Hong 
Kong  cases. 

Today,  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  believes,  spread  would 
be  much  more  rapid.  Every 
day,  five  jumbo  jets  arrive  in 
London  after  direct  flights 


from  Hong  Kong  —  around 
2,000  people  a  day,  not  count¬ 
ing  those  who  arrive  by  indi¬ 
rect  flights.  Once  the  flu  was 
widespread  there,  it  would  be 
only  a  matter  of  days  or  weeks 
before  it  got  here. 

Potentially  {hat  could  be 
very  serious:  Dr  Hay  has 
forecast  that  it  will  be  at  least 
six  months  before  a  vaccine 
against  this  strain  is  available. 


The  1918-19  pandemic  took  20  million  lives  worldwide 

1918-19:  Spanish  flu  (H1N1)  killed  20  million 
people  around  the  world,  1 50,000  of  them  in  England 
and  Wales,  ft  infected  about  23  per  cent  of  the 
population.  H1N1  is  still  In  circulation,  and  causes 
occasional  epidemics,  but  never  on  the  same 
scale  as  1918-19. 

1957-58:  Asian  flu  (H2N2),  a  milder  illness,  caused 
30,000  excess  deaths  in  Britain,  which  indudes 
deaths  from  diseases  such  as  pneumonia, 
triggered  by  flu.  One  person  in  every  six  caught  it, 
though  in  schools  the  proportion  was  50  per  cent 
and  in  boarding  schools  90  per  cent 

1968-69:  Hong  Kong  flu  (H3N2)  infected  8  per 
cent  of  the  British  population,  causing  31 ,000  excess 
deaths  in  1 969-70  and  a  further  47,000  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter,  ft  has  continued  to  kill  people  as  it 
circulates  and  evolves. 


Britain  was  tbe  first  country  to  produce  and  publish  a  plan 
to  deal  with  flu  pandemics.  It  outlines  the  actions  to  be 
taken  at  each  stage  by  all  responsible  organisations.  This 
week  Sir  Kenneth  Caiman,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
initiated  Phase  ]  of  the  six-part  plan. 

Phase  0:  inter-pandemic  period  —  watchful  waiting. 

Phase  1:  emergence  of  a  new  virus  outside  Britain.  Actions 
include  establishing  an  advisory  committee  and  preparing 
strains  for  possible  vaccine  manufacture. 

Phase  2:  outbreaks  caused  by  the  new  virus  outside 
Britain.  Intensified  monitoring  of  flu-like  illnesses; 
vaccines  ordered  from  manufacturers. 

Phase  3:  new  rims  identified  in  Britain:  pandemic 
imminent  Health  authority  and  hospital  plans  to  deal 
with  patients  activated,  non-emergency  admissions  limited 
to  keep  beds  dear,  advice  to  public  issued 

Phase  4:  pandemic  flu  in  Britain.  Plans  to  immunise  and 
treat  in  frill  gear,  pattern  of  epidemic  followed,  bacteria 
responsible  for  fatal  infections  as  a  result  of  flu  identified 
and  appropriate  antibiotics  selected,  weekly  death  rates 
monitored 

Phase  5:  end  of  pandemic  Flu  cases  return  to  background 
levels,  advisory  committee  reports  on  epidemic  and  lessons 
learnt,  as  do  health  authorities  and  trusts. 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
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New  technique  targets  prostate  cancer 


ANEW  treatment  for  prostate 
cancer  developed  ar  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Cancer  Research  in 
Sutton.  Surrey,  is  about  to  go 
on  national  trial  in  12  centres. 

Conformal  radiotherapy 
aims  to  kill  tumours  more 
accurately  and  with  less  dam¬ 
age  to  surrounding  tissue  by 
shaping  the  X-ray  to  the 
contours  of  the  cancer.  The 
institute  where  it  was  devd- 


Nigel  Hawkes  reports  on  hopes  for  an  X-ray 
treatment  about  to  undergo  a  national  trial 


oped  is  one  of  two  charities 
chosen  for  this  year's  Times 
Christmas  AppeaL 
Radiotherapy  for  prostate 
cancer  uses  several  beams  of 
X-rays  from  different  direc¬ 


tions.  The  beams  pass 
through  the  body  to  the  site  of 
the  tumour  and.  where  they 
overlap,  illuminate  the  tu¬ 
mour  like  spotlights  picking 
out  an  actor  on  the  stage.  The 


problem,  explains  Dr  David 
Deamaley  of  the  institute,  is 
that  the  area  illuminated  is 
rectangular,  while  tumours 
are  not.  and  that  causes 
damage  to  healthy  tissue  ly- 
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ing  around  the  tumour  and 
limits  the  dose  that  can  be 
given. 

The  new  approach  is  to 
work  out.  the  exact  shape  of 
the  tumour  in  three  dimen¬ 
sions  by  CT  scanning,  (hen 
use  it  to  plan  the  treatment' 
The  X-rays  are  hard  to  focus, 
so  the  shaping  is  done  by 
thick  metal  "jaws"  closed 
around  the  beam  from  two 
sides.  In  conformal  radiother¬ 
apy.  these  jaws  are  made  up 
of  individual  fingers  of  metal 
which  can  be  adjusted  to 
create  a  region  where  the 
beams  intersect  which  is  tai¬ 
lored  to  the  tumour. 

One  patient  who  was  part  of 
foe  trial  at  the  Royal  Marsden 
Hospital  is  Brian  Webb,  a 
dentist  in  Upper  Wrmpcle 
Street  London,  who  discov¬ 
ered  be  had  prostate  cancer  at 
the  end  of  last  year.  He 
arranged  to  have  his  course  of 
radiotherapy  first  thing  in  the 
mornings.  “I  was  told  1  would 
be  very  tired,  but  in  fact  I  was 
back  in  the  surgery  ready  to 
treat  patients  by  11am  every 
day.  I  never  Lost  a  day's  work. 
Ten  days  after  foe  course  was 
finished.  I  went  on  a  walking 
holiday.’’ 

Mr  Webb’s  treatment  went 
well  and  he  was  told  he  did 
not  have  to  return  for  a  check¬ 
up  for  six  months.  “I’m  OK,  1 
feel  good."  he  says.  "I  can't 
recommend  it  too  highly." 
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Guinea-pigs  m  a  new  study  can 


look  forward  to  a  happy  new  year 


RESEARCHERS  have  been 
given  a  grant  to  investigate 
whether  it  is  the  alcohol  or  foe 
sociable  company  which 
makes  people  laugh  on  a  night 
out  (Paul  Wilkinson  writes). 

The  ten-month  project, 
starting  appropriately  at  new 
year,  will  be  carried  out  by  a 
group  of  psychologists  from 
Hull  University,  led  by  Geoff 
Lowe,  a  senior  lecturer  who 
specialises  in  foe  study  of 
pleasure  and  enjoyment.  : 

His  team  has  been  given 
£4.370  by  Arise  (Associates  for 
Research  into  foe  Science  of 
Enjoyment),  an  international 
group  of  scientists,  sponsored 
by  the  food  and  tobacco  indus¬ 
tries,  dedicated  to  looking  at 
life  from  a  persepective  differ¬ 
ent  to  that  of  what  Dr  Lowe 
calls  “the  health  police”.  • 

His  brief  is  to ‘study  foe 
relationship :  betwgen  drink¬ 
ing.  laughter  and-foealth.  The 
survey  will  attempt  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  it  is  foe  drink 
which  leads  to  laughter,  or  if 
people  smile  simply  because 
they  are  drinking  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  where  they  naturally  feel 
at  ease.  A  major  pint  of  the 
research  will  be  to  discover  if 
people’s  enjoyment  is  limited 
by  feelings  of  guilt  about  over¬ 
indulging. 

Yesterday  Dr  Lowe,  53.  who 
lists  alcohol  and  human  be¬ 
haviour  among  his  interests, 
was  already  living  up  to  his 
brief  and  had  left  foe  univer¬ 
sity  for  two  weeks  of  Christ¬ 
mas  festivities.  He  said: 
“Sometimes  people  consume 
enjoyable  substances,  such  as 


’naughty  but  race1  food  and 
drink,  out  feel  guilty  about  It 
Such  feelings  contribute  to  ill- 
health.  There  are  now  a  great 
many  health  messages  com¬ 
ing  to  us  through  the  media 
and  this  study  will  help  to 
establish  the  extent  to  which 
pleasurable  feelings  are  mixed 
up  with  guilt  aria  the  effect 
that  has  on  health.” 

He  said  many  people  were 
concerned  that  they  were  not 
enjoying  themselves  as  much 
as  they  used  to.  “Psychologists 
look  at-  the  psycho-social  as¬ 
pects  of  behaviour.  When 
people  drink  they  usually  do  it 
in  a  social  context  That  might 
help  you  more  than  the  cardio¬ 
vascular  protective  effects  of 
•  the  alcohol  itself." 

Dr  Lowe,  who  was  once 
commissioned  to  survey 
drinking  among  adolescents 
across  Europe,  said  his  team 
v/ould  study  100  volunteers 
described  as  "a  cross-section  of 
1  social  drinkers". 

One  of  the  tests  they  will 
undergo  is  to  watch  a  comedy 
video  in  separate  groups. 
Some  will  be  plied  with  “con¬ 
trolled"  quantities  of  aloohol 
while  others  will  get  solg'j 
drinks;  The  drinks  will  be' 
disguised  in  an  effort  to  ensure 
the  guinea-pigs  do  not  know 
what  is  in  their  glasses.  The 
researchers  will  then  study 
levels  of  laughter. 

Dr  Lowe  declined  to  say 
what  video  he  planned  to  use. 
but  said  he  had  used  a  Steve 
Martin  film  during  an  earlier 
experiment.  “Not  everyone 
laughed,"  he  admitted. 
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GROVE  MEETS:  LAUREN  BOOTH 


In  the  bar  of  the  Metropolitan 
Hotel,  Lauren  Booth  is  pos¬ 
ing— blonde,  5ft  11m.  m  a  red 
suit,  long  legs  an  display  — 
for  the  London  Evening  Standard’s 
photographer.  She  is  smoking  a 
cigarette  and  drinking  champagne 
(at  noon)  with,  a  cheering  absence  of 
New  Labour  qualms. 

She  has  no  wish  to  trade  on  her 
family  connections.  But,  like  Carol 
Thatcher, .  she  is  good  company, 
bright,  forthcoming  — .  and  also  (in 
her  words)  “a  young  working 
single  woman  who  happens  to  be 
good-looking  in  a  drao  world". " 
Hence  the  frenzied  atrprm'on  she  is 
getting.  Two  weeks  ago  Booth,  28, 
wrote  the  Spectator  diary  and 
scintillated  wittily,  recording  die 
bizarre  changes  in  her  life  since 
May  I,  when  she  watched  ter 
brother-in-law  transformed  from 
“charming  Martmte  sandwich- 
maker”  to  “our  leader . . .  wanner 
than  Pitt  the Younger,  more  flam¬ 
boyant  than  Disradi,  more  youth¬ 
ful  than  Lloyd  George . 

Such  observations,  and  what  she 
refers  to  as  “my  reputation  as.  a 
Valkyrie-like  goddess*,  have  land¬ 
ed  her  with  a  column  on  the 
Evening  Standard. 

So  she  joins  die  politicians' 
siblings  who,  ever  .since  Jimmy 
Carter's  amusing  brother  Billy, 
have  had  fame  thrust  upon  them. 
Advice  came  this  week  from  Terry 
Major-Ball:  “How  to  survive  Iulw-  ' 
mg  a  relative  in  Downing  Street” 
"It  was  sweet  and  unraafirious  and 
made  me  laugh.”  Booth  says.  He 
told  her  to  watch  out  far  oramously 
friendly  journalists  and  their  early- 
morning  phonecalls,  and  to  drink 
no  more  than  two  glasses  of  wine 
per  night 

He  also  warned:  "If  you  love  your 
sister  and  brather-in^aw  dearly; 
your  trouble  is  only  just  begin¬ 
ning.’  “Yes,  quite  right."  Booth 
says.  "1  do  love  than,  so  die  trouble 
starts  now.  But  I'm  going  to  awad 
politics.  J  shall  write  only  about  die 
girl  who  lives  in  London  doing  her 
own  stuff."  .  . 

Her  brief  is  to  cover  "urban 
living  and  being  a  woman  in  the 
1990s".  so  she  otters  an  already, 
crowded  fidd  of  soul-baring  single, 
hackeflcs  who  despair  of  men. 

Has  she  lunched  with  Alan  Clark 
yet?  She  approached  “the  cold, 
steely-eyed  Lothario"  ar  a  party  and 
told  him  it  would  be  bad  form  for 
either-  of  them  to  leave  without 
having  arranged  an  innocent 
lunch.  Vaguely  amused,  he  gave 
her  a  “coca,  brazen  appraisal",  (an 
improvement  on  the  ^withering 
Icuk  of  contempt"  which  Hum-, 
phrey  the  No  10  cat  cnce  cast  on 
her)  and  said  he  was  going  to  ask 
anyway.  But  he  hasn’t  called  yet  “I 
ihink  he’s  got  otter  things  on  his 


-Sheentersa 
orowded  field  of 
soul-baring 
single  hackettes 


mind.”  She  comments  astutely, 
apropos  Clark’s  lawsmtagainst  the 
Standard  that  Peter  Bradshaw 
writes  all  the  outrageous  tilings 
we’d  really  like  Clark,  to  say.  _ 

‘  She  is  used  to  charming  and 
loveable  rogues,  since  her  father  is 
Tony  Boom,  who  dedicated  his 
autobiography.  Labour  of  love,  to 
"the  women  in  my  life",  naming  his 
seven  .  daughters  —  .  Cherie, 
Lyndsey,  Jenia,  Bipnwen,  Sarah, 
Emzzza  and  Jo — “wife  my  love  and 
hopes  for  their  forgiveness”. 
Where,  among  the  seven,  is 
Lauren?  R  turns  out  that  she  was 
originally  Sarah.  But  when  she 
joined  Equity  there  was  already  an 
actress  called  Sarah  Booth.  Lauren 
BacalL.Lauren  Hutton . . .  Lauren 
Booth  made  a  fine  stage  name  and. 
now.  byline. 

aymg  left  his  actress 
1  --  ■  wife.  Gale,  when 
.S  ..■■  ..Cherie  was  21  months 
zMl.  eld.  Tony  Booth  stayed 
'longer.  —  more  than  a  decade  — 

.  with  Lauren’s  mother.  Susan  Riley, 
a  model  in  the  1960s.  “Dad  was 
there  until  we  were  abcan  -11,"  she 
says,  “and  then  there  was  the  awful 
fire,  the  most  traumatic  thing  that's 
happened  in  my  life.” 

This  was  the  night  he  was  locked 
out  of  their  flat  and,  very  drunk,  fit 
a  drum  of  paraffin.  Booth  remem¬ 
bers  his  shouting  “Sarah,  let  me 
in."  and  then  theltorror  as  he  was 
discovered  terribly  and  near^fatally 
burnt.  For  rix  months.  every  week¬ 
end  meant  writing  him  at  Mount 
Vernon  HospitaL 

“Whenever  Ifoi  driving  near 
there  I  fed  absolutely  cold.  Ill 
sever  forget  the  smell  in  the  bums 
unit:  you're  11  years  old  and  your 
father*  got  tubes  everywhere  and 
can't  speak  or  move,  and  people  are 
screaming  in  tire  otter  wards."  The 


SOI  ON  WALKER 


next  day  a  reporter  called  and  told 
them,  "Your  dad*  dead,  how  do 
'  you  fed?"  It  was  a  long  trial,  and 
even  now  tie’s.still  recovering.  But 
he'S.such  a  charmer,  he  laughs  all 
the  time."  •’ 

.  It  ' was  about  then  that  she  and 
her  sister  Emma  (a  .television 
producer,  also  5ft  llin)  got  to  know 
about  their  half-sisters.  "We’d  been 
.a  small  family,  unit  and  it  was 
incredibly  exciting  suddenly  to 
have  older  sisters  as  well." 

As  for  their  father*  great 
love,  Par  Phoenix,  wham 
he  married  a  week  before 
she  died  of  cancer  in'  1986: 
“We  loved  Pat  She  was  like  a  fairy 
godmother  to  us.  Visits  to  her 
cottage  were  magical.  It  was  a 
privilege  to  know  her.”  She 
watched  the  reruns  of  Till  Death 
Us  Do  Pair.  “Amazing  the  tilings 
you  could  say  then.  No  political 
correctness,  fair  more  honest " 

The  teachers  at  her  easy-going 
primary  school.  New  End  in 
Hampstead,  would  ask.  “Is  your 
lovely  dad  coming  to  school  today?” . 
("They  all  fended  him").  Thence  to 
a  girls’  comprehensive,  Copthall  in 
Mill  HOI .  j— '  a  90-minute  -  bus 
journey  away — “because  my  mum 
said  “You’re  far  too  pretty  and  too 
bright  to  go  to  a  mixed  school.' " 

Why  not  Camden,  the  local  girls' 
ex-grammar?  “My  mum  had  a 
fixed  idea  of  what  kind  of  gd  she 
wanted  me  to  be.  She  didn’t  want 
that  Camden  streetwise  angle  —  so 
she  failed  miserably." 

Copthall  had  a  uniform  and  a 
“scary”  headmistress,  who  would 
say, .  “I’m  hard  on  you.  Booth, 
because  I  like  you.”  "I  was  cheeky 
and  quirky  and  I  tended  to  treat  tine 
teachers  as  equals." 

After  three  A  levels  (Eng  lit; 
theatre  studies,  French)  she  took  a 
diploma  at  the  London  Academy  of 
Performing  Arts.  'Dad  was  dead 
against  her  becoming  an  actress. 
“He  said,  ‘You’re  intelligent,  you’re 
good-looking;  you’ve  seen  the  pov¬ 
erty.  the  misery,  don’t  do  it’  And 
then  he  came  to  see  me  in  my  final 
production  at  drama  ,  school  —  a 
very  emotional  scene  —  and  after¬ 
wards  he  said  ‘Oh  my  Cod,  you’re 
good.’" 

If  you  wonder  why  we’ve  never 
seen  Lauren  Booth  acting,  here,  it* 
because  rite  spent  a  year  teaching 
drama  in  Vermont,  then  a  year 
acting  and  travelling  in  Australia. 
{Her  Sydney  legacy  is  a  tattoo  on 
her  shoulder  saying  “Balmain  Ti¬ 
gers’.)  The  past  two  years  she  has. 
toured  Europe  with,  the  Vienna 
English  Theatre.  She  came  back 
this  year  to  work  for  Arts  for 
Labour,  “nothing  to  do  with  fam¬ 
ily".  By  September  she  was  com¬ 
paring'  the  fringe  meeting  on  the 
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Troll  adds 
a  dash  of 
flavour  to 
panto  stew 


Lauren  Booth:  her  work  for  Arts  for  Labour  was,  she  says,  “nothing  to  do  with  family” 


foxhunting  Bill  during  the  Labour 
conference. 

"  She  has  always  been  a  secret 
writer.  This  year  she  found  herself 
longing  to  get  things  down  on 
paper  and  now  thinks  she  will  stick 
to  journalism:  “Once  you’ve  started 
ami  find  you  have  some  sort  of 
ability ...  I  write  as  I  speak  —  not 
wordy,  not  showy  prose." 

She  is  not  to  be  an  Imogen  or  a 
Tara:  the  paper  wants  opinionated 
observations  about  London,  not 
based  an  parties.  “Nothing  flashy 
or  glitzy,  but  accessible  things 
people  can  relate  to.  There*  no  way 
I’d  ever  be  seen  in  Annabel*  or 
Tramp- 1  won’t  be  name-dropping: 
that*  not  what  I’m  about" 

But  shortly  after  we  met  she  was 
at  Max  Hastings*  Christmas  par¬ 
ly,  having  a  great  time  with  Ben 
Elton  ("I  made  him  laugh”)  and 
greeting  Carla  Powell  with.  “Oh, 
Peter  Mandelson*  friend!"  “I’ve 


been  here  33  years,"  shrieked  Lady 
Powell,  "and  all  anyone  mentions  is 
Peter  Mandelson.” 

Booth,  single  for  the  past  two 
years,  since  an  intense  long-term 
relationship  ended  (though  she  still 
has  joint  custody  of  their  Stafford¬ 
shire  bull  terrier,  Taz),  recently 
enrolled  in  a  Califomia-style  “Sin¬ 
gle  Solutions”  workshop  and  wrote 
engagingly  about  it.  She  lives  in 
untrendy  Hampstead  Garden  Sub¬ 
urb,  driving  an  XR3i:  “Goes 
against  every  class  expectation:  it* 
a  real  East  End  car,  should  have 
thumping  speakers  blaring  out 
house  music,  while  I  play  Evita  or 
classicaL” 

Every  day  she  fields  20  calls 
suggesting  wacky  stunts  (will  she 
pose  In  far  bikinis?).  Alter  inter¬ 
viewing  Fergie  for  OK!,  she  is  off  to 
Morocco  in  February  for  JHello!  to 
trek  100  .miles  for  the  Teenage 
Cancer  Trust  And  she  has  written 


about  her  favourite  men  for  the 
Daily  Mail.  “I  am  not  ready  to  pare' 
down  my  criteria  for  the  perfect 
man  —  a  rumpled  Johnny  Depp 
type  with  a  healthy  bank  balance," 
she  once  wrote;  and  Jeremy  Pax- 
man  would  be  on  her  list.  too.  She 
says  what  she  wants  from  a  rel¬ 
ationship  is  companionship.  She 
has  also  written:  “Being  a  singleton 
at  Christmas  is  a  lonely  prospect" 

Isn’t  there  a  seasonal  reunion  of 
the  seven  siblings?  “That*  impossi¬ 
ble,”  she  says.  The  two  oldest 
sisters  are  so  busy.  Jenia  and 
Bronwen  are  over  in  the  States.  Jo 
lives  near  Dad,  with  her  mum.  But 
Emma  and  I  are  going  up  to  Jo* 
eighth  birthday  in  Derbyshire  on 
Christmas  Eve." 

“What  happens  to  a  column,"  she 
asks  me,  “if  you  fall  in-  love  and 
become  contented?"  I  tell  her  no¬ 
body  will  mind  if  she  writes  about 
that,  too. 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Hansel  and 
Gretel 

Theatre  Royal 


Wittier,  neater,  altogether 
better  pantos  have  been 
seen  at  Stratford  East  in 
recent  years.  But  this  year*  edition 
does  at  least  give  us  the  antics  of 
Widdershins,  a  Salford-born  troll. 
Dan*  ask  how  she  arrived  in  the 
forest,  somewhere  in  a  Balkan 
Never  land,  where  Obnooda,  the 
woodcutter*  wife,  plots  to  be  rid  of 
her  stepchildren.  Just  be  grateful 
that  she  found  employment  as  a 
troll-of-all-work  fen:  Belladonna,  the 
ambitious  witch  and  focus  of 
audience  hissing. 

Patrick  Prior,  author  of  the  book 
and  lyrics,  is  evidently  hagpier 

The  rogues,  too,  are  a  feeble  couple, 
though  they  redeem  their  point! ess- 
ness  somewhat  when  the  mummy 
(bandaged  variety)  chases  them 
round  the  tables  of  the  gingerbread 
house.  Again,  don’t  ask  why  Bella¬ 
donna  keeps  a  mummy  under  her 
stairs,  because  it*  simply  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  Prior*  Balkan-stew  approach 
to  assembling  a  storyline. 

I  say  "gingerbread"  and  yet, 
though  the  programme  gives  reci¬ 
pes  for  making  it,  no  one  on  stage 
mentions  ir  in  connection  with  the 
cute  little  cottage  in  the  woods,  even 
when  tiie  children,  Alexander 
Newland  and  Hannah  Lawrence  (a 
couple  well  past  puberty)  start 
chewing  the  windowsilL 
Prior  pads  out  his  story  with  a 
magic  ring  of  power.  Heavy 
enough  to  grind  an  average  knuck¬ 
le  to  dust,  it  is  worn  by  a  passing 
princess,  with  whom  Hansel  falls 
in  love,  and  is  coveted  by  Belladon¬ 
na.  Carol  Ball  does  what  panto 
witches  ought  to  do:  threaten  the 
audience,  cackle  well  and  wear 
fingernails  like  little  sickles.  But 
since  Karen  Rabinowitz,  the  direc¬ 
tor,  wants  her  to  carry  a  cumber¬ 
some  crystal  ball  around  like  a 
medieval  mobile  phone,  she  should 
have  made  it  glow  when  peered 
into.  Simple  technical  tricks  delight 
a  young  audience. 

Jenny  Tiramini*  sliding  sets 
effectively  shift  the  scenes  be¬ 
tween  different  parts  of  the 
pine  forest  A  couple  of  squirrels  do 
a  race  routine  on  the  branches  and 
cuddly  animals  peer  around  the 
roots:  spellbinding  for  the  very 
young.  A  fearsome  tree  python 
(mouth  snapping,  red  eyes  glitter¬ 
ing)  sochi  fallows,  along  with  a 
disembodied  claw.  Excellent  fright¬ 
ening  stuff. 

But  the  one  I  love  is  Zita  Sattar* 
Widdershins,  a  creature  resem¬ 
bling  a  silvpr  fox  hauled  backwards 
through  a  briar  patch,  with  bare 
kneecaps  like  ostrich  eggs,  and 
buttocks  and  belly  to  march.  There 
is  a  frolic  to  the  movements  Sattar 
gives  her,  a  sense  of  mischief  as  she 
goes  muttering  her  way  through 
her  duties,  ana  I  wish  there  had 
been  others  like  her. 

Jeremy  Kingston 
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Personal 
portrait  of  a 
public  man 

There’s  more  to  Mbeki  than  meets 
the  media,  says  Magnus  Linklater 


Ir  is  the  fate  of  those  who 
succeed  great  men  to  be 
judged  inadequate  to  the 
task.  When  that  great  man  is 
Nelson  Mandela,  disappoint¬ 
ment  seems  almost  preor¬ 
dained.  How  can  anyone 
match  those  qualities  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  natural  warmth  that 
have  welded  a  nation  together 
in  the  face  of  impossible  odds? 

It  is  perhaps  not  surprising 
that  Thabo  Mbeki.  who  was 
elected  party  leader  of  the 
African  National  Congress 
this  week,  has  been  accorded 
notices  that  range  from  the 
barely  respectful  to  the  nig¬ 
gardly.  Shadowy,  colourless, 
secretive,  devious. — just  a  few 
of  the  words  that  have  pep¬ 
pered  recent  profiles. 

It  is  hard  to  equate  them 
with  the  Thabo  Mbeki  I  know. 
I  first  met  when  he  was  a  20- 
year-old  student  at  Sussex 
University,  one  of  the  first 
intake,  along  with  my  wife.  I 
remember  him  from  parties 
where  he  was  an  elegant 
dancer,  funny,  wonderfully 
good-looking  and  in  great 
demand  from  female  under¬ 
graduates,  There  was  nothing 
devious  a  hour  this  charming, 
articulate  and  intelligent 
young  man;  his  friendship 
was  open  and  unquestioning. 

But  even  then  it  was  clear 
that  he  was  more  than  a 
footloose  exile.  He  had  been 
entrusted  with  a  miss/on.  As 
the  son  of  Go  van  Mbeki.  a 
leading  ANC  politician,  im- 
prisonkl  along  with  Mandela 
after  the  Rivonia  trial,  he  had 
been  sent  abroad  to  be  educat¬ 
ed  and  to  keep  the  anti- 
apartheid  cause  at  the  front  of 
the  world's  political  agenda. 

Later,  we  learnt  more  about 
why  he  had  chosen  Britain 
rather  than  Moscow,  the  natu¬ 
ral  home  in  those  days  for  the 
ANC.  He  had  been  befriended 
by  Anne  Yates,  a  lecturer  at 
Witwatersrand  University, 
who  recognised  that  Mbeki 
would  have  to  escape  from 
South  Africa  if  he  was  to  avoid 
the  same  fate  as  his  father. 
Thanks  to  the  Anglican  monk 
Aelred  Stubbs  and,  in  Britain, 
Lord  Ravensdale,  a  place  was 
found  for  him  at  Sussex  —  a 
suitably  progressive  home  for ' 
a  future  revolutionary.  His 
education  was  paid  for  by  Tim 
Beaumont  —  now  Lord  Beau¬ 
mont  of  Whitley,  the  Liberal 
peer.  Back  in  Johannesburg, 
when  Mbeki  received  the  letter 
of  confirmation  from  Sussex, 
he  was  so  thrilled  that  he 
stuffed  it  into  his  sock  to  take  it 
home,  before  being  reminded 
that  to  be  caught  with  it  would 
mean  instant  arrest 
After  university,  he  went 
underground  in  the  service  of 
the  ANC.  and  we  saw  less  of 
him.  He  spent  some  years  in 
Moscow  and  travelled  the 
world  —  "From  Grimsby  and 
Exeter  to  New  York  and  Ulan 
Bator"  as  he  recalled  when  he 
was  awarded  an  honorary 
degree  by  Sussex  recently. 

He  would  visit  us  from  time 
to  time,  turning  up  unan¬ 
nounced  at  our  house  in 
Islington,  usually  late  at  night 
and  accompanied  by  a 
"friend"  who  was  never  intro¬ 
duced.  We  would  talk  and 
drink  late  into  the  night. 


Figi 


Always  cool  and  collected,  he 
gave  no  indication  of  the 
dangers  he  faced.  Yet  this 
must  have  been  a  desperately 
hard  period  for  him  —  a  time 
when  the  world  had  turned  its 
back  on  South  Africa.  Man¬ 
dela  himself  introduced 
Mbeki  on  the  day  of  his 
inauguration  by  saying:  “This 
is  the  man  whose  youth  was 
stolen." 

It  meant  that  for  nearly  30 
years.  Mbeki  had  to  suppress 
his  natural  feelings,  and  five  a 
double  life.  What  is  remark¬ 
able  about  him  is  not  that  he 
strikes  some  people  as  re¬ 
served,  but  that  he  has  sur¬ 
vived  at  all  as  a  human  being 
without  affectations.  Pbwer 
seems  to  have  changed  him 
not  one  bit  —  and  in  this  he  is 
very  like  Mandela. 

Many  years  later,  just  be¬ 
fore  the  elections,  we  met  him 
in  South  Africa  where  he  was 
already  being  tipped  as  Depu¬ 
ty  President.  He  met  us  at 
Johannesburg  airport,  again 
with  just  one  ''minder”,  and 
with  no  obvious  security  in 
sight.  His  beard  was  a  bit 
more  grizzled,  and  his  hair 
was  tinged  with  white,  yet  he 
seemed  otherwise  unchanged. 
We  fell  back  into  easy  conver¬ 
sation.  talking  about  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  the  election  and  the 
political  situation  in  Britain, 
on  which  he  was  remarkably 
well-informed.  We  were  re¬ 
minded  of  his  new  status  only 
when  he  remarked  casually 
that  he  would  have  to  leave 
early  —  “I've  been  keeping  the 
President  of  Equatorial  Guin¬ 
ea  waiting  for  an  hour."  he 
said. 

A  friendship  which  rests  on 
a  mere  scattering  of  meetings 
over  the  years  cannot  reveal 
the  hidden  depths  of  a  man 
who  has  led  such  a  driven, 
dedicated  political  life.  Nor 
can  it  shed  much  more  than 
glancing  light  on  his  private 
life.  Only  recently  has  it 
emerged  that  Mbeki  had  a  son 
early,  .in  his  life  who  disap¬ 
peared  under  mysterious  cir¬ 
cumstances.  His  wife,  Zanele, 
who  trained  as  a  social  worker 
in  Britain,  keeps  out  of  the 
public  eye.  For  himself.  Mbeki 
has  never  shown  the  remotest 
interest  in  press  relations. 

But  behind  the  gentle¬ 
manly  reserve,  the 
sharply  cut  suits  and 
the  ever-present  pipe,  which 
give  Mbeki  a  British,  almost 
scholarly  appearance,  one 
thing  is  certain:  he  has  re¬ 
mained  African  through  and 
through.  At  his  wedding,  in  a 
stately  home  in  the  heart  of 
Surrey,  the  reception  turned 
into  a  high-caste  tribal  cere¬ 
mony  with  women  dressed  in 
silk,  swathed  in  gold  turbans, 
swaying  across  the  floor  of  an 
English  drawing  room  to  the 
rhythms  of  Xhosa  music. 

South  Africa's  new  leader 
thus  bridges  two  worlds,  with 
easy  assurance.  He  may  have 
work  to  do  in  order  to  convince 
his  people  that  he  can  fill 
President  Mandela's  shoes. 
But  there  is  no  doubting  the 
strengths  he  brings  to  the  job. 
As  one  admirer  put  it  yester¬ 
day:  "South  Africa  has  struck 
lucky  again." 


H  Mistletoe 

(Ndelis  oscul&t&risj 
A  seasonal  plant  imbued 
with  magical  properties . 
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There’s  nothing  to  hide 


“  I  people  who  would  carry  on 

I  ^  great  public  schemes  must 

R  be  proof  against  the  most 

A  fatiguing  delays,  the  most 
mortifying  disappointments,  the 
most  shocking  insults  and.  worst  of 
all.  the  presumptuous  judgment  of 
the  ignorant  upon  their  designs." 

Edmund  Burke's  words  still  hover 
over  those  creating  the  Millennium 
Exhibition  at  Greenwich.  This  week 
the  House  of  Commons  Culture 
Committee  endorsed  the  dome  bur 
criticised  its  secrecy.  As  one  of  those 
involved  in  the  project,  let  me  try  to 
shed  some  light 

This  time  last  year  there  was  no 
dome.  There  was  a  site,  a  plan  and  a 
concept  There  was  a  budget  much  in 
need  of  pruning.  There  was  support 
from  the  Tory  Government  but  not 
from  the  Labour  Opposition.  The 
latter  was  critical  in  view  of  the 
impending  election.  Despite  a  year 
spent  seeking  private  equity  there 
was  none.  The  only  god  in  sight  was 
the  schedule.  A  company  had  to  be  set 
up  in  January  this  year  to  let  the  first 
building  contracts,  or  the  dome 
would  not  exist  by  2000.  At  moments 
I  thought  the  project  dead. 

This  Christmas,  visitors  to  Green¬ 
wich  (and  those  flying  overhead)  can 
see  a  crown  of  12  pylons  soaring 
above  the  peninsula  in  a  fold  in  the 
Thames  beyond  Canary  Wharf.  The 
footings  are  in  place  and  die  cables 
strung  ready  for  the  membrane. 
Norman  Foster's  station  is  built  a 
sickle  roof  that  brilliantly  offsets 
Richard  Rogers's  hemisphere.  A 
project  with  a  long-term  design  life  is 
on  time  and  on  budget.  I  doubt  if 
there  is  a  faster  moving  construction 
site  of  its  size  anywhere  in  Europe. 

Despite  its  press  coverage,  the 
Kaufman  report  was  supportive.  It 
approved  the  Millennium  Commis¬ 
sion's  reasoning  that  led  to  a  national 
exhibition  at  Greenwich.  It  found  the 
dome  itself  “magnificent  in  concep¬ 
tion  and  likely  to  be  breathtaking  in 
execution".  Allocating  the  £450  mil¬ 
lion  of  lottery  grant  elsewhere  would 
have  been  “an  opportunity  lost".  The 
committee  nowhere  undermined  the 
robustness  of  the  budget,  rebutting 
the  constant  claim  of  critics  that  it 
would  "cost  the  taxpayer  a  billion". 

The  committee's  reservations  chief¬ 
ly  concerned  the  cement,  a  mantra 
that  is  now  ubiquitous  among  the 
dome's  opponems.  Why  the  secrecy, 
they  ask.  why  no  sign  of  the  content? 
Until  they  see  what  is  inside,  they 
protest  that  they  find  die  project  hard 
ro  support  enthusiastically,  or  at  alL 


The  Dome  is  still  evolving  and  to  reveal 
details  now  would  spoil  the  surprise  . 


Such  critics  are  very  British.  They 
“will  not  kill  but  will  not  strive, 
officiously  to  keep  alive". 

The  answer  to  these  complaints  is 
simple  bur  frustrating.  There  is  no 
secrecy  about  the  dome,  just  incom¬ 
pleteness.  That  incompleteness  is 
within  schedule.  An  exhibition  two 
years  away  is  not  a  state  secret  lying 
covered  in  cobwebs  in  a  vault.  It  is  a 
show'  evolving.  We  do  not  know  the. 
BBC's  schedule  for  2000.  We  do  not 
know  die  Queenls  Speech  for  2000. 
For  that  matter,  we  do  not  know  the 
outcome  of  Gerald  Kaufman's  delib¬ 
erations  before  he  reaches  them. 

Those  monitoring  the  spending  of 
money  on  any  creative  project  might 

reasonably  worry'  if  _ 

it  is  not  on  time  or .  — ^  m 

on  budget  Lottery  •  C* 
money  is  not  tax-  \ 

payers’  money,  but  kj  f*  f  f  k 

it  is  the  public's  _ 

money,  a  distinc-  |  _ 

tion  foe  committee  I 

considers  “without  f  V  #  Vi 

a  difference".  (That  / 

clashes  with  die  ^  — 

original  intention 
for  the  National  Lottery .)  But  this  is  to 
quibble.  When  a  dome  the  size  of  two 
Wembleys  or  13  Albert  Halls  is  being 
built  with  “the  public's  money”  in  the 
capital,  the  public  is  entitled  to  ask 
whac  for. 

That  answer  is  in  the  public 
domain.  It  has  been  discussed  both 
by  the  dome’s  defenders  and  by  its 
critics,  not  least  in  The  Times  in  June 
1996.  The  exhibition  is  on  the  theme 
of  time,  expressed  through  human¬ 
ity’s  achievements  and  ambitions. 
Working  this  theme  into  exhibition 
format  and  carrying  it  out  to  schools 
and  regional  centres  is  the  task  of 
designers  working  within  a  frame¬ 
work  laid  down  by  the  company. 

At  the  core  of  the  dome  is  a  large 
performance  space  which  will  serve 
as  an  introduction  to  the  exhibition. 
Round  this  central  arena  are  three 
segments:  the  human  mind  and 
body;  achievement  in  the  community, 
industry  and  the  arts  (principally 
British  achievement);  and  the  furore 
of  the  Earth  and  the  human  habitat. 

The  segments  are  divided  into 
zones  or  pavilions,  each  contracted  to 
a  different  design  team.  Eleven  are 
currently  ar  work.  Thus  for  rhe 


Simon 

Jenkins 


“body"  zone,  the  designers  HP.ICM 
are  constructing  a  huge  model  of  the 
human  form,  its  veins  and  arteries  in 
working  order.  The  "land"  design 
company  is  creating  a  "tower  of 
serious  play"  in  which  riders  alter  the 
hologram  exhibits  as  they  pass  them 
before  “choosing"  a  play-style  of  their 
own.  In  die  “work"  zone,  the  Park 
Avenue  partnership  is  building  a 
“valley  of  the  ladders ",  tracing  the 
career  paths  of  the  future.  Virtual 
reality  screens  take  visitors  through 
the  future  of  “the  job". 

Some  of  the  proposals  are  already 
excellent,  some  still  need  develop¬ 
ment  They  must  be  both  instructive 
and  fun.  Displays  will  be  linked 

_  electronically  with 

schools  and  other 
centres  across  the 
country.  Above  all, 
§  [/  they  must  be  ready 

r  f  on  time.  Because  of 

_  the  election  hiatus, 

1  lhese  c°ntr*cts 

,  (/[ g/%J  could  not  be  put  out 

to  tender  until  after 

-  — - the  Government's 

June  review.  The ' 
bids  came  in  by  the  autumn  and  are 
now  let  There  is  nothing  secret  about 
this.  But  until  the  zones  are  ready  in 
skeleton  form,  interest  from  sponsors 
cannot  be  finalised,  nor  can  the 
frustration  of  politicians  and  public 
be  as  suaged. 

This  programme  is  on  schedule, 
just  The  committee  naturally  wanted 
to  see  the  pavilions.  We  all  do.  But  the 
design  teams  protest  that  revealing 
unfinished  drawings  and  “work  in 
progress”  achieves  only  exasperation' 
and  delay.  I  agree  with  them.  What  is 
at  present  planned  is  a  “stateof-play" 
presentation  by  early  spring,  to  meet 
the  needs  of  sponsors,  the  travel 
industry  and  the  public.  But  a  degree 
of  patience  is  demanded  of  the 
audience  of  any  show.  Those  manag¬ 
ing  a  creative  activity  must  be  fair  to 
the  creators  or  they  will  not  get  good 
work.  Pre-emptive  criticism 
demoralises  everyone.  This  show  has 
to  be  ready  at  the  end  of  3999,  not 
before.  Part  of  its  appeal  will  tie  in 
that  suspense. 

The  dome  is  both  about  time  and 
about  a  race  against  time.  The  past 
three  years  have  taught  many  les¬ 
sons,  some  of  which  seemed  more 


inevitable  at  the  time  titan  in  retro¬ 
spect  A  year  was  lost  testing  to 
destruction  the  then  Tory  Govern¬ 
ment's  belief  that  a  large  exhibition 
could  be  privately  initiated  and  run. 
Sue  months  were  lost  because  of  the 
general  election,  which  could  hardly 
have  been  worse  timed.  (A  general 
election  also  dogged  the  :  Festival  of 
Britain.)  The  history  of  the  dome4s  an 
ironic  comment  on  the  shortcomings 
of  both  privatisation  and  nationalisa¬ 
tion  —  albeit  with  nationalisation 
triumphant  No  show  of  this  size  and 
significance  was  ever  going  to  be  left, 
alone  by  a  government  - 
But  it  is  to  be.  The  dome  is  the  envy 
of  millennium  .  organisers  ■  in 
Germany.  France,  Italy  and  America. 
Nothing  anywhere  else  is  compara¬ 
ble.  The  project  is  a  victory  for 
imagination  over  the  British  yen  for 
paradox.  We  dislike  celebration  ritu- . 
als  as  hyperbolic  and  ridiculous,  yet 
we  glory  in  costly  ceremonial  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  stage  grand 
projects  in  the  French  style,  yet  we 
niggle  at  those  who  attempt  them: 
Mien  asked  to  take  an  idea  at  least 
partly  on  faith,  the  public  prefer?  to 
bury  its  head  under  its  arm  and  say,: 
"Oh.  give  the  cash  to  hospitals  and. 
schools".  The  welfare  state  has  the 
best  tunes.  Sometimes  we  want  relief 
from  them. 


A  nation  with  its  feet  firmly  on 
the  ground  must  occasion¬ 
ally  be  swept  up  and  given  a 
glimpse  of  a  far  horizon. 
That  is  what  good  exhibitions  do. 
From  tiie  crowded  halls  of  the  British 
Museum  to  the  magnetic  displays  of 
Epcot  and  Disney,  these  giant  shows 
have  lost  none  of  that  power.  Scepti¬ 
cism  brought  both  the  Great  Exhibi¬ 
tion  of  1851  and  the  Festival  of  Britain 
of  1951  near  to  disaster  before  they 
opened.  Yet  both  became  the  defining 
events  of  their  eras.  The  dome  is  -a 
different  show  for  a  different  age.  It 
has  suffered  critics.  Smart  comment 
dare  not  be  seen  to  praise. 

Yet  tiie  critical .path  to  construction 
has  not  wavered.  The  first  of  the  three 
years  left  before  opening  has  ended 
on  schedule  and  .on  budget.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  Britain*  young  designers, 
fiercely  motivated,  are  now  working 
round  the  dock  on  what  is  going  to  be 
the  experience  of  their  lives.  High 
above  the  din,  tiie  spires  of  tiie 
biggest  dome  in  die  world  are  rising 
to  the  sky.. 

Simon  Jenkins  is  a  member  of  the 
Millennium  Commission 


Laugh  or 
the  world 
will  jeer 

Simon  Barnes 

on  how  to  grin 
and  bear  a  joke 

I  am  the  first  to  laugh  at  a  joke 
against  myself  but  this  goes  too 
far.  There  is  not  a  schoolmaster 
in  creation  who  has  not  found  these 
wonls  tumbling  from  his  lips.  A  total 
giveaway:  and  don’t  his  playground- 
hardened  pupils  know  it?  The  iron 
rule  of  the  playground  is  never  to  let 
the  bastards  know  they've  touched 
you.  or  theyTl  be  at  it  twice  as  hard 
and  you  will  lode  ten  times  as  big  an 
idiot. 

This  rule  was  forgotten  this  week,  if 
it  had  ever  been  learnt,  by  an  unlikely 
pair  of  bedfellows'.  Alan  Clark,  MP 
and  demon  diarist,  and  Shane 
Wame,  Australian  and  demon 
bowler.  Clark  could  not  bear  being 
imitated;  Wame  could  not  bear  being 
called  fat  Playground  standards, 
both,  and  the  wise  child  always  tries 
—quite  literally — to  grin  and  bear  it. 
But  not  everyone  learns  in  the  hard 
sdiool  of  the  playground:  the  world  is 
echoing  to  me  sound  of  toys  being 
hurled  from  prams. 

It  was  nice  of  the  English  legal 
system  to  bring  us  the  Glark  panto  for 
Christmas.  Clark,  of  course,  is  taking 
legal  action  against  the  spoof  Clark 
diary  in  tiie  Evening  Standard. 

"Would  it  be  fair  to  say  that  you  are 
somewhat  obsessed  with  your  per¬ 
sonal  appearance,  your  physique  and 
sexual  attractiveness?"  Clark  invited 
Such  questions  by  going  to  court  He 
may,  or  may  not  have  a  good  legal 
case,  but,  by  insisting  on  his  creden¬ 
tials  as  un  honune  serieux ,  he  has 
.  effortlessly  made  himself  a  fooL  His 
humourlessness  has  undone  him. 

It  is  much  the  same  with  Wame. 
Wame  is  a  great  cricketer  but  he 
cannot  bear  to  be  teased.  Photo¬ 
graphed  alongside  his  waxwork,  an 
effigy  noticeably  slimmer  than  his 
current  self  he  was  asked  by  a 
reporter,  which  shape  he  preferred. 
The  response  was  pure  playground. 
“That's  why  I  don’t  answer  questions 
from  you  blokes.  That’s  it,  you’ve' 
ruined  ft.  Thanks  very  much."  And 
off  Wamey  stormed. 

the  famous  can  surround  them¬ 
selves  with  toadies,  and  many  do,  but 
no  one  gets  fame  on  his  own  terms. 
Self-mockezy  is  one  of  the  most . 
'  humanising  of  traits:  it  is  one  that  is 
most  conspicuously  lacking  in  sport 
:  and  politics,': 

r  i  .  Never  let  them  know  they  have  - 
touched  you,  A  confession:  I  long  to 
write  a  letter  “Dear  Private  Eye.  1 
flunk  you  have  confused  pseudo¬ 
intellectual  with  intellectual"  But  it 
does  hot  take  a  PhD  in  literature  arid 
psychology  to  work  out  that  the  letter 
would  appear  beneath  the  headline 
“A  pseud  writes”  and  I  would  look  a 
bigger  idiot  than  ever. 

Politicians  and  elite  athletes  are 
there  for  the  world  to  mock.  They  are 
never  taken  with  tiie  perfect  serious¬ 
ness  with  which  they  take  them¬ 
selves.  Eric  Cantona,  tiie  footballer 
and  phflosophaster.  inspired  an 
mdustryette  or  teasing  volumes.  Tony 
Blair  is  portrayed  as  a  cynically  self- 
deluding  vicar  in  Private  Eye. 

Fame  is  fair  game;  the  only  defence 
is  indifference.  And  humour,  of 
course.  Midi  Quinn,  footballer 
turned  racehorse  trainer,  was  called 
Sumo  by  teasing  fans  —  so  he  named 
his  horse  Sumo  Quinn. 

Without  humour,  a  person  is  less 
than  human.  Humour  is  proportion, 
humourTcnits  up  the  ravelled  sleeve 
of  care,  humour  is  destructive  of 
vanity.  Jokes  are  ever  the  world’s 
defence  against  the  conspiracy  of  the 
vain,  the  pompous,  the  humourless. 
The  humourless  cannot  make  jokes: 
instead,  they  become  jokes.  Alan  and 
Shane  take  us  rocking  into  Christmas 
week  with  a  spring  in  our  steps  and  a 
devilish  smirk  on  our  faces. 


Deep  waters 

THE  LITERARY  estate  of  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle,  creator  of  Sherlock 
Holmes,  has  come  under  legal  scrutiny  with  all  the  intensity  of  the 
detective  on  the  trail  of  Moriarty.  Andrea  Reynolds,  tiie  former  lover  of 
Claus  von  Bulow  who  controls  much  of  the  author's  royalties,  has  accused 
her  ex-husband  of  withholding  a  r  n  “ 


decade’s  earnings  from  the  estate. 
Reynolds  gained  the  estate  from 
her  parents  who  bought  ir  from  a 
bank.  She  allowed  her  ex-husband. 
Sheldon,  to  handle  the  rights  when 
they  were  a  couple  but  now  she 
says  he  kepr  £150,000  after  they 
split.  He  denies  this.  Both  are 
subject  to  a  legal  gag,  bur  she  once 
said;  "Every  generation  takes  up 
Kith  Holmes.  The  income  is  up  and 
down  bur  ir  is  regular."  When 
Reynolds  last  appeared  in  court, 
she  organised  von  Billow's  success¬ 
ful  appeal  against  conviction  for 
attempting  to  murder  his  heiress 
wife.  Sunny.  Jeremy  Irons  won  an 
Oscar  for  portraying  von  Bulow  in 
Reversal  Of  Fortune.  Reynolds  was 


Screen  lovers:  Bara  ns ki;  Irons 

played  by  Christine  Baranski.  After 
five  years  with  von  Bulow.  Reyn¬ 
olds  married  Lord  Plurtket's  heir, 
Shaun,  who  was  brought  up  by  the 
Royal  Family  following  his  par¬ 
ents'  fatal  plane  crash.  They  now 
run  a  B&B  in  New  York  State. 


WHflTjr  /T  LIKE  BEIHG 
A'lftflfl.t&b  TO  THE  Stovtovp* 
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•  LABOUR  MPs  concerned  about 
the  gathering  confidence  of  Cor¬ 
don  Brown  claim  he  has  a  new 
description  of  his  job:  "/  am  the 
PM.  Tony  Blair  is  the  President. " 

Follow  me 

SARAH  Macauley.  Gordon's 
friend,  demonstrated  her  familiar¬ 
ity  with  the  Chancellor's  residence 
by  offering  guests  a  guided  tour  at 
No  IPs  Christmas  party  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  The  PR  mistress  was  less  ame¬ 
nable  to  suggestions  from  a  grubby 
journalist  that  she  follow  FTioni 
footsteps  to  the  altar.  “You  wish." 

More  happily,  she  expressed 
pride  at  tile  speed  with  which  Felix, 
her  cat  —  expected  to  move  into 
Downing  Street  —  has  adapted  to 
the  limelight.  He  poses  in  the  win¬ 
dow  of  Macauley’s  South  London 
home,  awaiting  the  next  batch  of 
cat-crazed  snappers.  A  reflective 
Chancellor  anticipated  a  Christ¬ 
mas  return  to  Scotland.  So  little 
time  has  he  spent  there  that  when 
he  iooked  out  of  his  Edinburgh 
window  recently,  he  was  horrified 
to  see  a  row  of  houses  blocking  his 
view:  "I  didn't  even  know  fliev  had 


OLD  TIMES 

"  Investment  in  the  arts  is  vital 
to  the  future  of  fins  country”  — 
Tony  Blair.  May  1995.  This 
week  Chris  Smith,  the  Culture 
Secretary,  announced  that 
next  year's  Arts  Council  grant 
would  be  El  M.6  minion  —  £34 
million  toss  in  real  terms  than 
five  years  390. 


JASPER  GERARD 

planning  permission.  I  didn’t  see 
them  being  built  and  suddenly  they 
were  there."  I  only  hope  that  this 
might  persuade  ministers  to  damp 
down  on  the  beastly  developers 
ruining  Britain. 

•  DAVID  Mellor  becomes 
grander  bv  the  day.  After  trading 
in  his  wife  for  a  viscountess  and 
buying  an  expensive  pad  in  the 
shadow  of  Tower  Bridge,  he  has 
grumbled  to  neighbours  for  leav¬ 
ing  their  wheels  outside  his  love 
nest.  The  parked  cars  arc  breaking 
no  rules  but  Mellor  rang  the  area's 
private  security  force  and 
screamed:  "If  1  had  wanted  to  liw 
on  a  council  estate.  I  would  have 
bought  a  council  house.  The  place 
looks  like  a  1960s  car  lot”  Let's 
hope  nobody  mistakes  him  for  a 
second-hand  car  dealer. 

Space  oddity 

SEND  Michael  Foale,  the  British- 
born  astronaut,  to  repair  the  Mir 


space  station  and  he  will  complete 
the  task  with  alacrity.  Invite  him  to 
boldly  go  on  Radio  4"s  Today  and 
watch  him  spin  dangerously  out  of 
orbit.  Foaie  was  swallowed  up  in 
the  black  hole  that  is  Broadcasting 
House  after  his  taxi  deposited  him 
at  the  wrong  end  of  the  building.  As 
Michael  failed  to  dock  with  the 
fourth-floor  studio  and  wandered 
helplessly  a round  the  wrong  floor, 
producers  rushed  through  an 
emergency  item.  With  Fbale  float¬ 
ing  towards  the  Radio  5  sports. 
desk,  he  was  finally  rescued  and 
brought  down  to  earth  for  his  live 
link-up  with  a  relieved  nation. 

•  ON  THE  eve  of  the  shortest  day 
in  the  year,  a  Labour  MP  is  de¬ 
manding  to  know  if  the  prime  min¬ 
isterial  Christmas  tree  is  powered 
by  solar  energy.  “I  sent  him  a  writ¬ 
ten  question  asking  if  he'd  looked 
into  the  matter.’'  savs  Uew  Smith. 
" Clinton  has  solar  lights  on  his 
tree  at  the  White  House,  so  why 
shouldn't  we  have  them  at  Down¬ 
ing  Street ?"  But  Smith  will  not  be 
following  his  own  advice.  Til  just 
have  an  artificial  tree  with  tinsel 
he  stzys.  There's  not  enough  sun  in 
Wales  for  solar  lighting." 


NEW  TIMES 

THE  BaBtons  have  decided 
they  need  an  knags  makeover. 
Bgtrt  countries  think  the  brand 
name  has  become  steadily 
more  dc  trop  since Efaikan 
crisis.  Bulky  Balkan  sorts  (Bos¬ 
nians,  Albanians,  Bulgarians 
etc)'  want,  to  be  known  as 
“South  Europeans". 


'ey  Lj^2s 


Gay  and  dolls  Chris  Smith  poses  with  the  full  Spice  rack 


PARTY  TIMES 

MY  thanks  to  Chris  Smith  for 
tending  me  this  snap  from  his 
picture  album,  depicting  the  fun- 
loving  minister  with  his  depart¬ 
ment's  greatest  assets  at  a  party 
on  the  set  of  SpiceWorld:  The 
Movie.  "He  is  very  proud  of 
this,”  says  a  cultural  source.  "He 
found  the  Spice  Girls  charm¬ 
ing."  Surprisingly,  perhaps, 
there  was  more  bottom  at  the 
Fbyles  luncheon,  where  heavy¬ 
weights  heard  Lord'  Hurd  of 
Westweli  talk  about  his  bock 
The  Search  for  Peace.  Among 
them  were  John  Major  and  that 
other  colossus  of  the  FO,  Lord 


Carrington.  William  Wa ] 
egrave  also  showed  (“I'm  ji 
glad  ro  have  an  audience').  Lo 
C  praised  Hurd's  handling 


arriving  at  the  FO  "where  ma 
think  it  treasonable  to  speak 
foreigners”.  Hurd  was  amus 
to  see  Gerald  Kaufman,  once  1 
shadow.  Hurd  thought  Ka 
man  “enjoys  the  role  of  sta 
villain  and  relishes  the  hiss 
Thar  accompany  his  every  & 
pearance’’.  Kaufman  replied  ff 
he  hadn't  been  amon g  so  ma 
Tories  since  he  voted  for  1 
Government’s  benefit  cuts. 
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CRYING  CHICKEN 

Celebrate  human  power  over  disease,  not  its  weakness 


sails 

fic’ 


The  great  flu  pandemic  of  1918-19  sprang 
upm^a  world  unprepared  for  a  fresh  disast- 
^.  While  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  final  weeks 

CrffiS^^theWes^F^aviriKto 
would  daan  even  more  lives  was  beginning 
its  toTibleaireer  In  a  strange  parallel  with 
Jt  the  slaugto  m  the  trendies,  those  who  died 
inthepandanic  tended  to  be  healthy  young 
adults,  not  the  elderly  and  infirm  who  are 
flu’s  customary  victims.  Before  the  age  of 
antibiotics  and  flu  vaccines,  there  was  often 
not  much  that  doctors  could  do. 

Today  no  new  flu  virus  can  hope  to  make 

its  entrance  quietly.  The  trumpets  heralding 
a  new  pandemic  tend  to  be  sounded  before 
the  virus  responsible  has  even  got  its  boots 
on.  So  sensitive  are  we  to  the  threat,  so 
sophisticated  in  detecting  it,  and  so  trigger- 
happyin  spreading  the  news  that  the  danger 
of  crying  wolf  becomes  unavoidable.  Hu 
pandemics  occur  at  unpredictable  intervals, 
but  are  signalled  by  abrupt  alterations  in  the 
virus  responsible,  which  changes  its  coat  so 
that  it  can  dude  under  the  defences  erected 
by  the  body’s  immune  system.  In  light  of  this 
knowledge,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
chicken  flu  virus  which  has  so  ter  mfarfoH 
eight  people  in  Hong  Kong,  killing  two  of 
diem,  has  triggered  a  minor  panic 

It  is  too  soon  to  say  whether  anxiety  is 
7  justified.  The  evkience  so  feu-,  however,  does 
not  suggest  that  a  pandemic  is  imminent 
For  that,,  an  efficient  virus  which  spreads 
readily  between  people  is  needed.  The 
experience  in  Hang  Kang  is  that  only  those 
who  have  been  in  dose  contact  with  chickois 
seem  to  be  at  ride  True,  several  members  of 
the  same  family  have  been  infected:  but  they 
all  lived  with  an  aged  grandmother  and 
could  have  caught  the  disease  from  chickens 
she  acquired,  rather  than  from  one  another. 
The  slow  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  since 
the  first  was  identified  in  May  is  also 
reassuring,  although  less  is  known  about 
what  may  be  going  cm  in  mainland  China. 


It  is, nevertheless,  entirely  proper  to  take 
the  threat  seriously.  If  chicken  flu  does  be¬ 
came  a  pandemic  it  could  sweep  across  the 
world  m  months,  in  which  case  it  is  unlflcdy 
that  a  vaccine  could  be  developed  in  time. 
But  it  is  also  possible  that  it  cquld  take  a  year 
or  more  to  reach  its  peak,:  as  did  the  test 
major' flu  epidemic  to  emerge  from  Hong 
Kong  in  1968.  In  that  case,  .speed  now  could 
ensure  that  a  vaccine  is  ready  in  time  to 
blunt  the  impact  Only  one  caution  needs  to 
be  entered:  transporting  the  virus  around 
the  world  to  develop  the  vaccine  is  itself  not 
without  risks.  It  may  not  be  lethal  to  human 
beings,  but  it  certainly  is  to  birds,  and  Brit¬ 
ain's  tenners  already  have  more  than  en¬ 
ough  problems  Without  flocks,  of  chickens 
and  turkeys  dropping  dead  overnight 
.  The  Surkova:  chicken  flu  raises  issues  of 
its  own.  like  the  “flesh-eatihg  bug”  and 
Ebola  virus,  it  has  so  ter  lacked  much  of  its 
alleged  substance.  FJueu  worries  are  riot 
entirely  a  media  creation,  although  the 
media  certainly  amplify  them.  They  reflect, 
rather,  an  increasing  mood  of  public  anxiety 
at  a  time  when  most  real  risks  are  declining. 
Life  expectancy  is  increasing,  the  risks  of 
death  from  most  kinds  of  .accident  are 
telling,  and  the  threat  of  nuclear  war  no 
longer  tangs  over  us.  Yet  few  people  would 
admit  to  worrying  less,  and  most  worry 
more,  than  they  used  to. 

The  phenomenon  has  been  well  explored 
by  the  sociologist  H— 1-  Furedi  in  bis  recent 
book  The  Culture  of  Fear.  The  reasons  for 
the  change  are  many:  constant  naimying 
advice  from  well-meaning  public  bodies 
certainly  has  something  to  do  with  it  But 
with,  modem  antibiotics,  the  opportunity  to 
make  effective  vaccines,  and  the  ability  to 
detect  anew  outbreak  of  flu  on  the  basis  of  a 
single  case;  humans  should  celebrate  their 
power,  not  fear  their  weakness.  By  compari¬ 
son,  the  victims  of  the  1918-19  pandemic 
really  did  have  something  to  worry  about 


DUTCH  COURAGE 

A  message  to  the  war  criminals  of  Bosnia 


The  two  indicted  Croatian  war  criminals 
arrested  by  Dutch  troops  in  Bosnia  an 
Thursday  are  accused  of  horrific  crimes. 
Vlatko  Kupreskic,  wounded  when  be  opened 
fire  on  the  soldiers  sent  to  seize  him.  is  said 
to  have  organised  one  of  the  wcH^t  niassa- 
cres  of  the  Bosnian  mu;  kigiqg  Mindim, 
women  and  difidrea  and  setfmgalighl  the 
viflage  of  Ahmiri  m  199?.  Ante 
commanded  a  Bosnian  Cma&paEtea^Key 
unit  and  is  accused  aflonriKripoisctoe^to'  ‘ 
be  raped  while  heriemduded  ato  interroga¬ 
tion.  They  are  now  fr>  the  custody  -the 
International  .Criminal  Tribunal  in  The 
Hague,  where  slow  attempts  aye  under  way 
to  confront  the  most  notoriousTSkss-witii 
their  crimes. -  -  -  \ 

The  Dutth  raid  sends  out  tw  important 
messages  —  to  die  sullen  cqdtenmitfes  in 
Bosnia  still  Imtwroing  known,  war  crimm: 
als,  and  to  The  Metbcriands,  one  of  teerion- 
tributing  powers  to  fbe  Matthted  Stab¬ 
ilisation  Faroe  (Sfor)1  raid  wfflriamnd 
Bosnian,  and  especially  Bosnian  Serb, 
communities  that  although  the  Nato  effort  to 
apprehend  named  suspects  has  strfar  been 
pom1,  the  allies  have  no  intention  of  simply 
forgetting  about  pari '  atrocities.  The  raid 
came  only  hours  before  President  Cfintan 
announced  an  open-ended  extension  of  the 
American  troop  presence  in  Bosnia.  Wash¬ 
ington  has  long  insisted  that  a  rapid  round¬ 
up  of  the  leading  suspects  is  a  precondition 
for  normalisation.  That  pressure  will  con¬ 
tinue.  British  special  forces  made  dear  in 
Frijedor  last  July  that  Nato  would  use  snatch 
squads  if  there  was  no  vohmtaiy  surrender. 
The  Hague  tribunal  has  publicly  indicted  78 
suspects;  the  50  at  large  cannot  count  on 
continuing  Nato  inaction. 

The  message  that  the  troops  sent  back  to 
their  own  country  was  equally  trenchant 


The  arresting  squad  has  redeemed  Dutch 
military  honour.  An  army  that  has  been 
traumatised  by  Srebrenica,  the  worst  civil¬ 
ian  massacre  in  Europe  since  the  Second 
World  War,  can  at  text  take  pride  in  a 
dffficult  and  dangerous  operation.  The 
accusations  of  cowardice,  levelled  at  the 
Dutch  contingent  that  failed  to  protect  the 
Mustems ,  of  Srebrenica,  have  severely 
cmdermizied  military  morale  and  national 
se^espectR»rfoepasttwoyearafoeI?ulch 
have  been  mired  in  debate  over  what  they 
coulddr  should  have  done.  The  battalion  in 
the  besieged  rity  has  been  portrayed  as 
babysitters,  not  fighters;  the.  army,  cari¬ 
catured  by  hairnets  and  hashish,  has  been 
ridiculed  for  its  lade  of  discipline;  and  a 
nation  that  took  pride  in  its  wartime  bdp  to 
the  Jews  has  been  shamed  by  today’s 
meamngof  Dutch  courage. 

Joris  Voarhoeve,  the  Dutch  Defence 
Minister,  said  the  arrest  of  the  two  Croats 
were  just  the  pick-me-up  needed  by  the 
Dutch  military,  and  he  praised  his  soldiers’ 
professionalism.  This  action  alone,  however, 
wifl  not  still  the  continuing  debate  on 
Srebrenica  or  reestablish  Dutch  military 
credibility  overnight  But  h underlines  anew 
determination  to  take  risks  in  the  fight  for 
justice  that  stands  in  sorry  contrast  to  the 
accusations  levelled  by  the  prosecutor  at The 
Hague  court  against  France. 

Louise  Arbour  accused  French  troops  of 
deliberately  avoiding  the  arrest  of  war 
dimes  suspects  in  the  French  sector  and  said 
that  Paris  was  set  an  a  course  of  non- 
rooperation.  Her  accusations  have  been 
furiously  disputed.  France  says  it  has  lost  70 
men  wifo  a  further 700  wounded  in  Bosnia. 
But  the  ’Flrench  have  yet.  to  enforce  the 
Dayton  undemkmgs  with  the  vigour  of 
-British  and  Dutch  Sfor  troops. 


THE  SIBLING  FACTOR 


A  edebrity  relation  brings  the  spodight  but  few  perks 
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While  Ffion  Jenkins’s  sister.  ;  Marion, 
accompanied  her  down  the  aisle  yesterday, 
Cherie  Booth's  half  sister,  Lauren,  prepared 
to  relaundi  herself  as  a  newspaper  col¬ 
umnist.  As  Valerie  Grove  reports  m  her 
interview  with  the  prime  Minister*  sister- 
m  in-IawOTpage  17.  “She  hasno  wish  to  trade 
r  on  herfamfly  connections*.  But  being  a  dose 
relative  of  the  most  powerful  person  m  the 
land  leaves  her  lHtte  ■■  ■ ‘ 

So  for  Ms  Booth  has  bem  a*nj?ab^ 
discreet  jweafing  only 
skifl  at  making  Manmte  CTidwg^But  ti 
is  a  fair  guess  that,  had  shej 
obscure  aaress  with 

telephone  would  not  be  JOto  30 
Sa  day  with  offers  from  television. 

points 
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se&disrip&ne.  Any  indtscrenon 
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Loins  became  King  ■.‘nf-u m  <tf 
sang  of  Wesiplata.  *****  **■ 


Naples.  Sisters,  meanwhile,  could  be  mar¬ 
ried  off,  preferably  to  other  monaidis. 
Family  ties -did  not,  however,  ensure  that 
war  would  be  prevented,  as  Europe’s 
ntonarchs  discovered  in  1914.  The  brothers- 
in-law  could  also  be  a  nuisance.  Napoleon's, 
Joachim  Mural,  was  made  King  of  Naples 
when -Joseph  shifted  to  Spain;  Murat  then 
deserted  Napoleon  in  the  vain  hope  that 
Austria  and  Britain  would  recognise  him. 
He  bad  his  comeuppance:  attempting  to 
make  himself  King  of  all  Italy,  he  was 
captured  aind  shot. 

In  historical  terms,  Mr  Major-Ball  should 
■  think  hanself  relatively  lucky:  had  he  been 
.  foe  brother -of  a  sultan,  he  would  almost 

certainly  have  beenthe  victim  of  rather  more 

lethal  sibling  rivalry.  But  modem  siblings 
are  stffl  the  victims  of  harsher  media 
scrutiny'  than  their-  19th-century  prede¬ 
cessors.  And,  while  their  brothers  or  sisters 
may  ' still  have  immense  patronage,  they 
frarmnt  airy  more  put  their  siblings  on  a 
throne — or  even  a  health  authority. 

When  James  Callaghan  .sent  his  sgihi*- 
law,  Peter  Jay.  to  be  British  Ambassador  in 
Washington,  there  was  uproar.  So  Lauren 
Boofo  wifl  probabty  have  to  content  herself 
with  a  brief  few  years  of  gloiy  as  a  scribe. 
But  while  Lauren  enjoys  foe  limelight  it  is 
her  halfeister  Lyhdsey  .who  will  do  foe 
greatest  service  to  the  couple  in  Downing 
-Street  As  a  babysitter  and  solver' of  domestic 
crises,  she  is  apparently  hard  to  beat 
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‘New  imperialism’ 
of  Bosnia  mission 

From  Mr  George  Kenney 

.  Sir,  I  thought  Simon.  Jenkins's  article 
on  Bosnia  fUteter  of  the  Balkans", 
December  17}  quite  excellent  While  I 
completely  agree  with  foe  points  he 
-  makes  about  international  efforts  to 
bring  democracy  to  Bosnia  —  some¬ 
thing  it  has'  never  had,  not  from  the 
Austrian  Empire  up  through  Tito's 
$emi^$tajinist  system  —  there  is 
another  aspect  to  international  efforts 
which  he  barely  touches  upon  and 
which  most  critics  ignore  completely. 

_  Leaders  of  all  the  frictions  in  Bosnia 
have  strong  economic  incentives  not 
;  to  solve  their  problems,  but  to  main- 
tain  foe  international  presence.  We’re 
talking  about  a  lot  dr  money.  Most 
Americans,  for  example,  have  no  idea 
that  in  fiscal  year  3998  foe  US  will, 
spend  over  $3.7  billion  in  Bosnia  (ac¬ 
cording  to  recent  testimony  to  Con¬ 
gress  by  foe  Government  Accounting 
Office}. 

Compare  foat  to  total  US  aid  to  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  in  1997.  a  paltry  $1.4 
billion,  which  in  per  capita  terms 
works  out  to  about  $1,200  a  head  in 
Bosnia  and  $3  a  head  in  Africa. 

Or  look  at  the  $3.7  bfflion  compared 
to  the  total  discretionary  spending  in 
the  US  foreign  policy  budget,  about 
$11-12  billion.  The  US  is  spending 
roughly  one  third  as  much  in  Bosnia 
as  tor  all  foreign  policy  operations 
(though  these  are  different  accounts). 

All  this  is  a  huge  windfall  for  the 
Bosnians.  And  it  seems  from  ray  van¬ 
tage  point  in  Washington  that  nobody 
at  the  State  Department  is  thinking  in 
terms  of  the  actual  implementation 
problems  —  nobody  seems  to  realize 
foat  we  are  feeding  foe  Bosnians’ 
habit  for  subsidies. 

I  agree  completely  with  Jenkins 
about  the  new  imperialism.  While  I 
would  have  fewer  reservations  about 
ft  ifwewere  honest  with  ourselves  and 
called  it  what  it  is,  I  find  it  quite  gro¬ 
tesque  that  Western  governments 
seem  to  adopt  totalitarian  techniques, 
both  with  the  Bosnians  and  our  own 
Western  publics. 

But  if  we  impose  an  Orwellian 
world  abroad,  how  long  before  it 
comes  bade  to  haunt  us'at  home  as 
well?  Philosophically  this  is  a  most 
troubling  situation. 

Cordially  yours, 

GEORGE  KENNEY 
(State  Department  Desk  Officer  for 
Yugoslavia,  January-August  1992J, 
4620  36th  Street  NW. 

Washington.  DC  20008. 
gkenney@idsonline.com 
December  17. 

From  the  Executive  Director 
of  Children's  Aid  Direct 

Sir,  Simon  Jenkins  refers  to  “mission 
creep”  in  his  article  about  British 
troops  in  Bosnia.  This  is  set  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  Nato  planning  for  a  reduced 
force,  20,000  troops,  with  a  mission 
review  to  be  undertaken  every  six 
months. 

Of  course  the  remit  has  changed;  it 
always  does.  Protecting  aid  conveys 
became  policing  the  ceasefire  and  that 
then  becomes  assisting  the  gradual 
rehabilitation  of  av3  order. 

Ukewiseaid-agency  work  moves  on 
freon  immediate  emergency  relief  to 
rehabilitation  and  then,  where  rele¬ 
vant.  development  Both  the  military 
protection  force  and  the  aid  agency 
role  change  as  does  the  nature  of  the 
need.  Both  then  face  decisions  about 
when  to  pull  out 

Held  visits  indicate  for  us  foat  the 
effects  of  foe  war  are  still  active.  The 
civil  population  is  still  fragile.  Welfare 
systems  are  still  limited.  This  is  the 
reason  why  a  “slrm-dawn"  force  must 
remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  H.W.  GRUBB, 

Executive  Director, 

Children's  Aid  Direct 
12  PoronanRoad.  Reading  RG30 1EA_ 
December  17. 


War  and  the  media 

From  Mr  Miles  Hudson 

Sir,  Perhaps  \  may  be  permitted  a  wry 
smile  when  I  and  my  fellow  author, 
John  Stonier,  are  described  by  Marlin 
Bell  (Book  review  on  War  and  the 
Media,  December  11)  as  retired  men 
who  “seem  to  yearn  for  a  world  from 
which  foe  media  are  excluded”. 

Our  age  we  cannot  deny;  but  when 
we  conclude  that  the  media  “should 
continue  to  probe,  to  expose  abuses,  to 
widen  horizons,  to  criticise  when 
necessary  and  to  give  support  when 
this  is  justified  (p321)”,  it  seems  that 
our  other  findings  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  media  reporting  are  welt-founded. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MILES  HUDSON. 

The  Priors  Ftirm, 

Mattmgley,  Hook, 

Nr  Basingstoke  RG27  BJU. 

December  13. 


Commons  votes 

From  Mr  Alan  Pcmlin 

Sir.  Mr  Richard  Bristow  (letter,  De¬ 
cember  12}  suggests  secret  ballots  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 

The  whole  point  of  open  voting  is 
that  MPS  are  accountable  to  us,  their 
electors.  If,  anary  issue,  foe  way  they 
vote  were  kept  secret  how  could  we 
possibly  assess  whether  to  vote  for 
them  next  time? 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALAN  PAVEUN, 

172  heesons  H21,  ■ 

Cbiselhurst  BR7  6QL. 

December  12.  ' 


Britain  closer  to  a  classless  society? 


From  Mrs  Maureen  Bridge 

Sir,  The  new  right  occupational  defi¬ 
nitions  proposed  in  foe  survey  of 
classes  axnmissioned  by  the  Office 
for  National  Statistics  (report,  De¬ 
cember  13)  demonstrates  that  John 
Majors  dream  erf  Britain  becoming  a 
dassless  society  has  come  much  doser 
to  being  a  reality. 

What  Major  surely  meant  was 
equality  of  opportunity  across  foe 
classes.  It  has  not  quite  happened  yet; 
to  become  a  barrister  still  requires 
money  as  wed  as  abflhy.  and  those 
living  in  areas  of  poor  housing,  poor 
schools  and  who  are  short  of  money 
are  still  more  likely  to  be  unemployed 
or  doing  elementary  work.  . 

Nevertheless  teachers  and  nurses, 
company  directors,  doctors  and  City 
whiz-kids  now  come  from  a  wide  spec¬ 
trum  of  backgrounds.  A  public  school¬ 
boy  can  become  a  car  mechanic,  a 
child  bora  in  a  comer  grocer's  shop 
can  become  Prime  Minister  and  a 
retired  bank  manager  can  be  a  part- 
time  gardener  without  raising  an 
eyebrow. 

That  surely,  is  what  John  Major 
meant 

Yours  sincerely, 

MAUREEN  BRIDGE. 

4  Watts  Road. 

Tavistock  PL19  8LF. 

December  13. 

From  Professor  P.  E.  Seeker . 

Deputy  Secretary  of  foe 
Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers 

Sir,  I  was  concerned  to  read  in  your 
account  of  foe  report  commissioned 
for  foe  Office  for  National  Statistics 
that  “technical  and  managerial  occu¬ 
pations  such  as  engineers”  (my  italics) 
have  been  classified  as  “associate  pro¬ 
fessionals”  and  included  in  foe  second 
of  the  right  proposed  denominations. 


I  understand  this  to  be  an  oversimpli¬ 
fied  interpretation  of  foe  proposals. 

The  correct  position  for  professi¬ 
onally  qualified  engineers  —  as 
opposed  to  foe  technicians  involved 
in,  for  instance,  the  servicing  of 
domestic  equipment — is,  of  course,  in 
Class  I,  along  with  doctors,  lawyers 
and  scientists. 

Engineering  is  a  highly  creative, 
innovative  and  professional  calling, 
involving  superior  fiscal  and  func¬ 
tional  responsibilities.  Recent  surveys 
show  foat  engineers  command  rate- 
lies  equal  to  or  greater  than 
those  of  most  other  professionals  and 
have  similar  or  even  longer  training 
periods. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PHILIP  SECKER, 

Deputy  Secretary, 

Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
Savoy  Place,  WC2R  0BL 
December  15. 

From' Mr  Jonathan  Owen 

Sir.  You  report  the  proposed  reclassifi¬ 
cation  of  people  into  eight  social 
dasses. 

As  the  owner  of  a  country  hotel, 
with  a  degree,  who  often  undertakes 
many  of  foe  menial  tasks  associated 
with  foe  day-today  running  of  the 
business.  I  fit  into  every  class  group 
except  dass  8  (unempl  ayed  /  dis  a  bled) . 

As  I  am  also  a  local  Conservative 
branch  chairman,  may  I  now  rejoice 
in  John  Major’s  dream,  having 
achieved  my  awn  dasslessness  in 
sodety? 

Regards. 

JONATHAN  OWEN. 

Wold  House,  Naffeiton, 

East  Yorkshire  Y025  OLD. 
woldhouse&compuserve.com 
December  16. 


Role  of  EU  spokesmen 

From  the  Chief  J*ress  Secretary  ■ 
to  the  Prime  Minister 

Sir,  1  am  well  aware  of  the  difference 
in  the  role  of  the  spokesman  of  an  EU 
member  state  and  the  role  played  by 
spokesmen  of  foe  member  state  that 
holds  the  EU  presidency  (report  and 
leading  article,  December  19).  At  last 
week’s  Luxembourg  summit,  British 
government  spokesmen  played  the 
former  role,  while  a  robust  debate  was 
going  on  about  Euro  X  inside  the 
council  chamber.  In  foe  next  six 
months  we  will  play  foe  latter  role, 
mindful  of  the  different  needs  of 
different  nations’  media,  all  of  which 
require  the  polite  and  professional 
service  they  will  get 
In  Luxembourg  there  was  no  rude¬ 
ness  on  my  part  though  I  did  engage 
in  vigorous  debate  with  journalists  — 
almost  all  British  —  who  did  not 
believe  Euro  X  was  a  fight  worth 
having.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
alleged  incident  between  a  Swedish 
journalist  and  an  unnamed  “British 
briefer",  quoted  in  your  leading  arti¬ 
cle.  Nor  do  I  recall  any  exchange  with 


a  Spanish  journalist  that  resulted  in 
me  “laughing”  at  foe  feet  that  his 
colleagues  could  not  speak  English  as 
Charles  Bremner  alleges  in  his  report. 

1  was  not  even  aware  the  Inter¬ 
national  Herald  Tribune  had  quoted 
a  remark  about  British  journalists,  let 
alone  complained  about  it  Nor,  as  Mr 
Bremner  writes,  did  I  “daim  victory" 
at  the  briefing  to  which  he  refers.  I 
reported,  under  the  intense  pressure 
there  is  for  regular  briefing,  that  there 
had  been  progress,  that  an  agreement 
was  dose  and  foat  it  met  the  concerns 
the  Prime  Minister  had  put  That 
agreement  duly  emerged,  strengthen¬ 
ed  in  our  view  by  foe  negotiations  still 
going  on  at  that  time. 

Criticise  all  you  will.  During  the 
British  presidency  we  intend  to  show 
a  good  face  of  Britain  to  foe  rest  of 
Europe  and  a  good  face  of  Europe  to 
Britain.  We  do  not  intend  to  waste  our 
opportunity. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ALASTAIR  CAMPBELL 
Chief  Press  Secretary  to  foe 
Prime  Minister, 

10  Downing  Street  SW1A  2AA. 
December  19. 


The  next  Archbishop  Messiah  manners 


From  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Modem  Churchpeople’s  Union 

Sir,  You  report  that  the  identity  of  the 
next  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  fa 
already  all  but  known,  barring  foe 
actual  announcement  in  the  Trol- 
lopian  personage  of  the  present 
Bishop  of  London  (artide,  “Set  far 
Lambeth  walk".  Weekend,  December 
13). 

I  suggest  that  your  correspondent  is 
a  little  premature  in  his  assumptions. 
I  would  call  to  mind  in  this  case  foe 
pertinent  old  Roman  saying:  “He  who 
enters  the  conclave  a  Pope  exits  a  car¬ 
dinal’’ 

Further,  serious  consideration  must 
be  given  to  the  future  role  and  status 
of  foe  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  not 
simply  as  Primate  of  All  England, 
with  its  eccentricities,  but  as  occupant 
of  the  most  senior  see  in  the  world¬ 
wide  Anglican  Communion. 

The  next  incumbent  may  be  chosen 
from  outside  these  islands  and,  if  that 
is  the  case,  engaging  Victorian  char¬ 
acteristics  will  not  be  relevant 

Yours  sincerely, 

NICHOLAS  HENDERSON, 

General  Secretary, 

Modern  Churchpeople’s  Union, 

25  Binfo  Grove.  W3  9SP. 

December  15. 


Exchange  control  rules 

From  Sir  Michael  Edwardes 

Sir.  Anyone  ski  piping  through  Decem¬ 
ber  18*s  front-page  report  ay  Dominic 
Kennedy  (“Robinson  was  accused  of 
breaching  exchange  control  rules") 
would  be  forgiven  for  thinking  that  I 
had  made  a  major  contribution  to  the 
content  I  would  point  out  that  my  res¬ 
ponse  to  the  journalist  (in  writing)  was 
as  follows: 

I  refer  to  the  statemoit  you  have  read 
to  me,  made  by  Mr  Arthur  Large,  who  was 
Company  Secretary  of  BL  when  I  was 
Chairman. 

I  confirm  dial  I  visited  the  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  the  company 
of  foe  Company  Secretary.  The  meeting 
was  arrangty  at  my  request  some  months 
after  Exchange  Control  was  abolished. 

Matters  discussed  were  confidential  then, 
and  as  far  as  I’m  concerned  remain  so. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MICHAEL  EDWARDES, 
J5Woodfafl  Street, 

Chelsea  SW3  4DJ. 

Decembers 


From  Mr  Anthony  Fry 

Sir,  As  concert  halls  and  churches 
throughout  the  land  present  their  sea¬ 
sonal  offering  of  Handel'S  Messiah,  l 
believe  that  organisers  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  make  it  dear  in  foe  pro¬ 
gramme  whether  or  not  the  perfor¬ 
mers  would  wish  the  audience  to 
follow  George  IPs  example  and  stand 
for  the  Hallehijah  chorus. 

As  centuries  of  custom  and  tradition 
in  this  country  are  being  casually 
swept  aside,  we  are  left  at  most  perfor¬ 
mances  of  this  great  oratorio  with  a 
shambles  at  the  climax  to  part  2:  some 
people  stand,  others  srt  and  then  are 
embarrassed  into  standing  (particu¬ 
larly  if  they  are  overseas  visitors), 
whilst  the  rest  mumble  “sit  down" 
much  in  foe  manner  of  the  stands  at 
Twickenham  as  a  try  is  about  to  be 
scored.  This  not  only  detracts  from  the 
music  but  must  greatly  distract  the 
performers. 

If  foe  programme  clearly  stated  the 
performers’  preference,  thoi  the  vast 
majority  of  concertgoers,  who  are  pro¬ 
bably  agnostic  on  the  subject,  could 
happily  follow  the  lead  given  without 
the  embarrassment  of  uncertainty. 

Yours  faithfiilly. 

ANTHONY  FRY, 

27  Warrington  Crescent.  W9  1ED. 


Late  call 

From  Mr  Peter  Wolfes 

Sir.  "We  appreciate  your  custom  and 
hope  ail  has  gone  well  since  you  took 
out  your  mortgage  on  1st  January 
1901."  So  reads  a  letter  from  the  Bank 
of  Scotland,  entreating  me  to  consider 
them,  should  I  move  house  again. 

Are  we  beginning  to  see  the  compu¬ 
ter  equivalent  of  foe  first  cuckoo  in 
spring? 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  WOLFES, 

The  Beehive. 

36  Railway  Side,  Barnes,  SW13  QPN. 
December  17. 


Weekend  Money  letters,  page  50 


With  foe  postal  delays  foat  often 
occur  at  this  time  of  year,  it  is  useful, 
where  possible,  for  letters  to  be  faxed 
to  0171-782  5046.  e-mail  to: 
letters@the-times.ca.uk.  Please 
.  give  contact  telephone  numbers. 


Santa  bearded  in 
the  line  of  duty 

From  Mrs  Hilary  Corfan 

Sir.  In  a  week  when  we  have  seen 
news  footage  of  tiny  children  scaven¬ 
ging  on  Bosnian  rubbish  tips  to  sur¬ 
vive  I  find  it  hard  to  sympathise  with 
parents  who  complain  of  their  child¬ 
ren's  Ipst  innocence  on  discovering  foe 
truth  about  Santa  (reports.  December 
15  and  18). 

The  magic  of  Santo  Claus  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  tiny  infants  but  the  parents  of 
older  (and  one  would  hope  wiser) 
children  should  show  them  that  foe 
true  magic  of  Christmas  is  created  by 
loving  parents  who  are  able  to  provide 
warmth,  comfort  and  security. 

Perhaps  these  angry  parents  should 
count  their  blessings  and  think  of  the 
rad  children,  both  here  and  abroad, 
who  lose  their  childhood  innocence  in 
far  more  harrowing  rircumstances. 

Yours, 

HILARY  CORFAN, 

39  Broadacres,  Luton  LU2  7YF. 
coifans_home@compuserve.com 
December  18. 

From  Mrs  Susan  Kelly 

Sir,  Your  front-page  headline,  “Father 
Christmas's  reputation  hangs  by  a 
whisker”,  raises  the  question  of  why 
people  continue  to  tell  their  children 
these  pointless  lies. 

I  remember  vividly  as  a  small  child 
being  unable  ro  understand  why  my 
parents,  supposedly  the  kindest  and 
most  loving  people  in  my  life,  didn't 
give  me  a  Christmas  present,  when 
mis  complete  stranger  from  Lapland 
in  a  red  coat  did. 

Time  to  pension  Santa  off. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SUSAN  KELLY, 

227  Popes  Lane,  W5  4NH. 

December  15. 

From  Mr  Nigel  ft.  MacNicol 

Sir,  Libby  Purves,  as  always  a  fount  of 
common  sense,  makes  the  point  that 
terrified  infants  should  not  be  forced 
on  to  Santa’s  knee  for  the  gratification 
of  parents  (“Let  Santa  be  (food's  play". 
December  16).  but  should  there  not  be 
a  maximum  age  for  visits  to  Father 
Christmas? 

Junior  school  teachers  know  that  by 
foe  age  of  seven  most  children  are 
longing  for  the  chance  to  pull  Santa's 
beard  and  demonstrate  to  gullible 
parents  foat  foe  old  man  is  a  fraud. 
Should  Santa  be  exposed  to  this  peril? 

Yours  faithfully, 

NIGEL  MacNICOL 
9  Church  Lane,  Greetham. 

Oakham  LE15  7NF. 

December  16. 


Stocking  fillers 

From  Mr  Alasdair  Madean 

Sir.  Some  years  ago,  when  I  left  home, 
my  mother  gave  me  a  list  of  what  she 
believed  to  be  the  contents  of  a  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  stocking,  together 
with  a  brief  explanation  as  to  why 
each  item  should  be  included. 

It  went  as  follows: 

Socks,  pants,  hanky,  toothbrush:  foe 
emergency  kit. 

Pencil,  notebook:  to  use  later  to  record 
who  sent  what. 

Book/toy,  food:  to  keep  the  child  quiet 
for  another  few  minutes. 
Chocolate  money,  reminder  of  the  . 
gold. 

Shiny  money:  St  Nick's  first  gift. 
Smelly:  foe  frankincense. 

Spicy,  the  myrrh. 

Candle/torch:  the  light  of  the  world. 
Round  thing,  bail:  foe  world. 

Soft  toy  foe  animals  and  lambs. 
Tangerine:  gold,  round  and  food. 
Nuts:  the  hard  life  of  the  Christ  child. 
Mouse:  traditional,  but  why? 

Over  the  years  I  have  found  many 
people  who  agreed  that  foe  stocking 
ought  to  contain  such  a  variety  of 
things,  without  necessarily  sharing 
the  reasons,  but  no  one  has  ever  been 
able  to  supply  an  explanation  for  the 
mouse. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALASDAIR  MACLEAN. 

82  Slayton  Road,  Sutton  SMI  2PU. 
maclean@diaLpipex.com 
December  IS. 


Heavenly  gift 

From  Mr  Charles  Ottaway 

Sir,  Browsing  through  a  well-known 
firm’s  Christmas  brochure  recently,  I 
was  startled  to  come  across  foe  follow¬ 
ing:  “Christmas  angels  playing  cards 
in  a  tin." 

Imagine  one's  joy  on  opening  foat 
present  on  Christmas  morning. 

Yours  truly, 

CHARLES  OTTAWAY. 

IS  Tintagel  Close,  Luton  LU3  IFF. 
December  18. 


Punter’s  plea 

From  Mr  Geoffrey  Williams 

Sir,  Following  foe  upheaval  in  stock 
exchanges  over  recent  weeks.  I  would 
be  most  grateful  if  you  would  rejig 
The  Times  2  and  place  foe  arts  ana 
legal  pages  at  the  front  This  will 
bring  the  City  and  raring  pages  next 
to  each  other,  making  foe  information 
governing  my  investment  decisions  a 
seamless  whole. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEOFFREY  WILLIAMS, 

10  Malden  Road,  Watford  WD1 3EW. 
December  18. 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM, 

NORFOLK 

December  19:  The  Queen  arri¬ 
ved  at  Grantham  Railway 
Station  this  morning  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Lord-Lieuienant  of  Leicester- 
sliire  (Mr  Timothy  Brooks). 

Her  Majesty.  Colonel-m- 
Orief.  The  Queen's  Royal 
Lancers,  drove  to  Belvoir  Cas¬ 
tle  and  was  received  by  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Rut¬ 
land.  the  Colonel  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  (Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Richard  Swinburn}  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Rudi  Wertheim 
(Commanding  Officer). 

The  Queen  was  received 
with  a  Royal  Salute  and 
subsequently  visited  the  Regi¬ 
mental  Museum,  before  at¬ 
tending  a  Reception  with 
serving  and  retired  soldiers 
and  their  families. 

Afterwards  Her  Majesty 
honoured  the  Colonel  of  The 
Queen's  Royal  Lancers  with 
her  presence  at  a  Lunch  given 
by  the  Duke  of  Rutland  to 
mark  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  her  Colonelcy-in-Chief. 

The  Queen  was  represented 
by  Princess  Alexandra,  the 


Today's  royal 
engagement 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  President. 
Macmillan  Cancer  Relief,  will 
attend  the  Eton  College  Carol 
Concert.  Eton,  at  555. 


Glovers’ 

Company 

The  following  have  been  installed 
officers  of  the  Glovers'  Company 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Master.  Mr  Manny  Silverman; 
Renter  Warden.  Mr  Malcolm 
Penney:  firsr  Under  Warden.  Mrs 
Margaret  linton;  Second  Under 
Warden.  Mr  James  Clarke;  Third 
Under  Warden.  Mr  Alan 
Howanh. 


Hon  Lady  Ogilvy  at  the 
Funeral  of  the  Hon  Lady 
Rowley  (Extra  Lady  in  Wait¬ 
ing  to  Princess  Alexandra,  the 
Hon  Lady  Ogilvy)  which  was 
held  in  St  Maty’s  Church, 
Stoke  By  Nayiand,  Suffolk, 

this  morning. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was 
represented  by  the  Lord 
Tollemache. 

ST  JAMES’ PALACE 
December  19:  The  Prince  of 
Wales.  Patron,  today  visited 
the  Bristol  Cancer  Help 
Centre,  Grove  House,  Corn¬ 
wallis  Grove,  Clifton.  BristoL 


BUCKINGHAM 

PALACE 

The  Emperor  and  Empress  of 
Japan  will  pay  a  state  visit  to 
Britain  from  Tuesday.  May  26 
to  Friday.  May  29. 1998.  They 
will  stay  at  Buckingham 
Palace. 

Emperor  Hirohito  and  the 
Empress  paid  a  State  Visit  to 
the  United  Kingdom  m  Octo¬ 
ber  1971.  The  Queen  and  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  paid  a 
State  Visit  to  Japan  in  May 
1975. 


Dinner 

Royal  Society  of  St  George 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  May¬ 
oress,  accompanied  by  the  Sheriffs 
and  their  ladies,  attended  a  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  of  the  City  of  London 
branch  oi  the  Royal  Society  of  St 
George  held  last  night  at  the 
Mansion  House:  Mr  George 
Todorovitch.  chairman,  presided. 
The  Lord  Mayor.  Mr  Anthony 
Scrivener.  QC.  and  the  Rev  Basil 
Watson  also  spoke.  Among  others 
present  were 

The  Ambassador  of  Tunisia,  the 
Recorder  ot  London  and  Lady 
vemey.  Lady  Scon-Mo  ncrleff,  M  and 
Mme  Edouard  Kouame.  Mr 
Alderman  Gavyn  Arthur.  Mr 
Alderman  and  Mrs  Richard  Agutrer. 
the  Sword  Bearer.  Mrs  Todorovitch. 
the  Masters  of  the  Needlemakers' 
Company  and  the  Panenmafcers’ 
Company,  the  President  or  the 
United  wards  Club  and  the 
President  of  the  City  Livery  club  and 
Mrs  Stallwonhy. 


Birthdays 


TODAY: 

Mr  Bill  Abbott,  former  Governor. 
Pentonvflle  prison.  56;  Miss  Jenny 
Agutter.  actress.  45;  Mr  Michael 
Beaumont.  Seigneur  of  Sark,  70; 
Lord  Brabazon  of  Tara.  52;  Mr 
Simon  Charming,  former  chair¬ 
man.  London  Philharmonic.  37; 
Sir  George  Coldstream,  QC,  90; 
.Mr  Malcolm  Cooper,  marksman. 
50:  Mr  Charles  Denton,  television 
and  film  producer.  60;  Mr  D.F. 
Gardner,  chairman.  Brixion  Es¬ 
tate.  54. 

The  Earl  of  Harrow  by.  75:  Mrs 
Ros  Hepplewhite,  chief  executive 
and  Registrar.  General  Dental 
Council.  45:  Lord  Howe  of 
Aberavon,  CH,  QC,  71;  Mr  Justice 
Lightman,  58;  Baroness  Thomas  of 
Walliswnod.  62;  Miss  Rachel 
Trickett.  former  Principal.  St 
Hugh's  College.  Oxford.  74;  Mr 
John  Whimey.  former  director- 
general.  I  BA,  67:  Mr  John  Wilkins, 
Editor.  The  Tablet.  61. 

TOMORROW: 

Mr  F.G.  Berkeley,  former  Chief 
Taxing  Master  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  78;  Mr  B.E.S.  Collins, 
former  chairman,  Nabisco  Group, 
74;  Miss  Chris  Evert,  tennis 


player,  43;  Miss  Jane  Fonda, 
actress.  60:  the  Earl  of  Hadding¬ 
ton.  56;  Sir  James  Hill,  former  MP. 
7i;  Mr  Walter  Hogbin.  former 
chairman.  Taylor  Woodrow  Inter¬ 
national,  60;  Mr  PMer  Johnson. 
Headmaster,  Wrekin  College,  50; 
Sir  Frederick  Lawton,  former  Lead 
Justice  of  Appeal.  86;  Mr  Geoff 
Lewis,  racehorse  trainer,  62:  Mr 
W.M.M.  Milligan,  former  Prin¬ 
cipal.  Wolsey  Hall.  Oxford,  90:  Sir 
John  Nabarm  consultant  phy¬ 
sician.  82:  Mr  Steve  Perryman, 
former  footballer.  46;  Mr  Anthony 
Powell,  CH.  author,  92;  Sir  John 
Quinton,  former  non-executive 
chairman,  George  Wimpey,  68; 
Flight  Lieutenant  W.  Reid,  VC 
agricultural  consultant.  7ft  Briga¬ 
dier  V.M.  Rooke,  former  director. 
Army  Nursing  Services,  73;  Mr 
Walter  Spang  hero,  former  rugby 
player.  54;  Mr  Greviile  Starkey, 
former  jockey.  58:  Mr  Michael 
TiJson  TTromas.  conductor,  53;  Mr 
Peter  Tinniswood.  author.  61;  Sir 
Cyril  Townsend,  former  MP,  60: 
Dr  Kurt  Waldheim,  former  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Austria.  79;  Mr  Carl 
Wilson,  singer.  51:  Prolessor  Rob¬ 
ert  Worcester,  chairman.  MORI. 
64. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 
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Laura  Powell  and  Toby  Sumnonds  of  Barons  Court  West  London,  who  recently  announced  their  engagement 


Weekend  anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS:  John  Wilson  Croker. 
politician  and  writer.  Galway, 
1780;  Sir  Robert  Menzies, 
Prime  Minister  of  Australia 
1939-41  and  1949-66.  Jeparit. 
Victoria,  1894:  George.  Duke 
of  Kent.  Sandringham  House. 
Norfolk.  1902. 

DEATHS:  Ambroise  Part, 
surgeon,  Paris.  1590;  Erich 
von  Ludendorff.  German  first 
World  War  general.  Munich. 
1937;  Janies  Hilton,  novelist. 
Long  Beach.  California,  1954; 
John  Steinbeck,  novelist,  No¬ 
bel  laureate  196Z  New  York, 
1968:  Admiral  Luis  Carrera 
Blanco,  Prime  Minister  of 
Spain  1973.  assassinated,  Ma¬ 
drid,  1973:  Bobby  Darin,  sing¬ 
er,  songwriter  and  actor, 
Hollywood.  1973;  Amir  Ru¬ 
binstein,  pianist,  Geneva, 
1982. 

The  first  Genera!  Assembly  of 


the  Church  of  Scotland,  1560. 
Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
was  proclaimed  President  of 
France,  1S4S. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS:  Jean  Racine,  drama¬ 
tist.  La  Ferte-Miion,  1639; 
Robert  Moffat;  missionary, 
Ormiston,  East  Lothian.  1795; 
Sir  Joseph  Whitworth.  Bt, 
mechanical  engineer.  Stock- 
port.  1803;  Benjamin  Disraeli, 
1st  Earl  of  Beaconsfield,  Prime 
Minister  1868  and  J 874-80, 
London.  1804;  Archibald 
Campbell  Tait,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  1869-82,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  1811;  Joseph  Stalin, 
Soviet  leader,  Gon.  Georgia. 
1879;  Dame  Rebecca  West 
novelist  and  critic,  London. 
I89Z 

DEATHS:  Giovanni  Boccac¬ 
cio,  writer.  Certaldo,  Italy, 
1375;  Catherine  of  Braganza, 
Queen  consort  of  Charles  II. 


Lisbon,  1705:  James  Parkin¬ 
son,  physician.  London.  1924; 
F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  novelist 
Hollywood.  1940;  George  Pat¬ 
ton.  American  general  of  the 
Second  World  War,  Heidel¬ 
berg,  Germany.  1945;  Gladys 
Ripley,  contralto.  Chichester, 
1955;  Lewis  Terman,  psycholo¬ 
gist  Palo  Alto.  California, 
1956;  Eric  Coates,  composer, 
London,  1957;  Sir  John  pack) 
Hobbs,  cricketer.  Hove.  1963. 
The  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  at 
Plymouth.  Massachusetts. 
1620. 

Robert  Liston  used  an  anaes¬ 
thetic  (ether)  for  the  first  time 
in  a  British  operation,  Univer¬ 
sity  College  Hospital,  London, 
1846. 

A  Pan  American  jumbo  jet 
blew  up  and  crashed  on  die 
Scottish  border  town  of 
Lockerbie  killing  270  people. 
I9SS. 


Church  news 

Appointments 

The  Rev  John  Ay  ling.  Team  Rec¬ 
tor.  Boscastie  w  Davidstow 
(Trurb):  to  be  also  Rural  Dean  of 
S natron  (same  diocese). 

The.  Rev  Simon  Baker,  Vkar. 
ShinfieW  St  Mary  (Oxford):  to  be 
Lay  Ministry  Adviser  and  Warden 
of  Readers  (Winchester). 

The  Rev  Anne  Ballard,  precentor 
and  Chaplain.  Christ  Church 
Cathedral  (Oxford):  to  be  Priest-in- 
Charge.  Ivinghoe  St  Marv  the 
Virgin  w  Pitstone  and  Slapton 
(same  diocese). 

The  Rev  Hugh  Beaven.  Vicar. 
Thorpe  Bay  St  Augustine  (Chelms¬ 
ford):  to  be  Priest-in-Charge, 
Bradwell-on-Sea  St  Thomas  w  St 
Lawrence,  and  also  Chaplain.  Sr 
Peter*  Chapel  on  the  Wall  and 
Industrial  Chaplain,  Dengie 
Peninsula  (same  diocese). 

The  Rev  Andrew  Couch.  Vicar.  St. 
Ives  (Truro):  to  be  also  Priest-in- 
Charge,  Habefown  St  John  in  the 
Fields  (same  diocese). 

The  Rev  David  Hiscock.  Team 
Vicar.  Swan  (Oxford):  to  be  Team 
Recror.  Swan  (same  diocese). 


marriages 

Mr  CR.G.  Clarke 
and  Miss  O.LN.  Stevens 
The  engagement  is  announ^ 
between  Christopher,  son  (St  Mr 
and  Mrs  Hugh  Clarke,  of 
Ballykeef  Beg.  County  Anmm.  and 
Olivia,  younger  daughter  of  the 
Reverend  Richard  and  Mrs 
Stevens,  of  Stocfcbuiy.  Kent. 

Mr  JJJ.  Higgs  • 
and  Mias  A-D- Metcalfe 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John  Hamden  Higgs,  of 
Effingham  Junction.  Surrey,  and 
Angela  Denise  Metcalfe,  of 
Guildford,  Surrey. 

Mr  KM.  Mead 

and  Mn  CM.  Lancashire 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Kenneth,  younger  son  of 
the  Rev  and  Mrs  C.H.  Mead,  « 
Bournemouth,  Dorset,  and 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Mis  M.L. 
Norris,  MBE.  of  Barnes,  London. 

Mr  ILD.  Party 
and  Miss  C.P.W.  Hockey 
The  engagement  is  .announced 
between  Rossi  younger  son  of  Mr 

and  Mrs  T.  Parry,  of  Newington. 
Kent,  and  Claire,  eldest  daughter 
of  Dr  and  Mrs  J.  Hockey,  of 
Rnyston,  Hertfordshire. 

Mr  D.R.  Wilding 
and  Miss  AY.  McAnfey 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Darren,  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Baer  Wilding,  of  Lytham 
St  Annex  Lancashire,  and  Amber, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  George 
McAuky,  of  Wren.1  Green. 
Lancashire. 


The  Younger  of  Lrtterfomic 
and  Miss  S.LG.  Banoji 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  December  13.  1997.  at  St  i 
EiheWreda's  Church.  London, 
ECl.  of  Alexander  Gordon  of  . 
Letterfourie,  yr,  eldest  soo  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  George  Gordon  .  of 
Letterfoorie,  crfPlrwholnie,Badci^ 
Banffshire,  to  Miss  Sophia 
Banerji,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Kafidas  Banoji.  of  Flassey 
House.  Pfessey,  West  Bengal,  In¬ 
dia,  London  and  Monaco.  Abbot 
Timothy  Wright  OSB,  officiated, 
assisted  by  Father  Kit  . 

Cunningham. 

The  bride;  who  was  given  ia  j 
tnarriage  by  her  father,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Min  Emma  Gordon. 
Sasha  Window.  Emily  Blackburn, 
Rosalind  Corayn  aid  AniOnio 
Grifoni-  Mr  James  Mullah  wu ' 
besttnan. 

A  reception  was  held  at  the 
Great  Hah,  Lincoln's  Inn  followed 
by  a  dance,  at  the  Duke  of  York’s 
Barracks.  The  honeymoon  is  being 
spent  in  Kerala  and  a  further 
reception  will  be  held  in  Calcutta. 
MjtT.  Hunt 
and  Mrs  L.  Rornbtam 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Fri¬ 
day.  December  19.  1997.  _ai 
Guildford  Register  Office  between.'  - 
Mr  Tim  Hunt  and  Mrs  Lindi 
Koniblum. 

MrM.E.Loner 
and  Miss  A.  G.  Morgan 
The  marriage  took  place  on 
December  19,  1997,  at  The  Or-  ' 
angery.  Holland  Park.  London, 
between  Mr  Maims  Leaver,  eldest 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  PWer  Leaver,  of 
St  John’s  Wood.  London,  and  Miss 
Azina  Morgan,  daughter  of  Mr  . 
and  Mrs  Patrick  Morgan,  of 
Wimbledon,  London. 
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Latest  wilts 


Leo  Wills,  of  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham,  left  estate  valued  at 
fc.233.087  net- 

He  left  £25,000  to  the  Birmingham 
Jewish  Welfare  Board,  and  to  foe 

Birmingham  Hebrew  Co - — 

C5.000  each  to  ~ 

Imperial  Cancer  _ 

British  Heart  Foundation 
Multiple  Sclerosis  Society. 

John  Dutton,  of  Headley.  Bardon. 
Hampshire;  left  estate  valued  at 
£L.S9jL306  net 

He  left  shares  In  his  residuary  estate 
to  foe  Macmillan  Service;  RSPCA. 
Guide  DOgS  for  the  Blind  and  Riding 
for  foe  Disabled. 

Barbara  Hedwig  HabenneH  Ea¬ 
ton.  of  Cottingley  Wood.  Bingfcy. 
West  Yorkshire  left  estate  valued 
at  ElJ65J17neL 

Doris  Eyland  Pamngton.  of  Lich¬ 
field,  Staffordshire.  let  estate  val¬ 
ued  at  £1316.490  net. 

She  left  E5  JX)0  to  be  divided  cquaUr 
between  mem  beis  of  staff  at  The  Ota 
vicarage;  Ropers  Lane.  Otterum. 


Bndldgh  sairemin.  who  have,  been 
employed  tor  four  yean,  with  foe 
'  exception  of  those  naff  already  left 
£1.000  each:  E2.000  each  lb  St 
Matthews  Church.  Walsall.  Save  foe 

-  Fond.  RNtB,  Royal 

la  Aid  of  foe  Deaf  and 
_  HDonwealrh  Society- for 

_ John  doom's  Crlppleage. 

SPG.  British  Talking  Book 
— for  foe  Blind,  and  Walsall 
and  DtstrictSodety  for  the  Blind. 
George  Hopper  Retaken  of 
Hag  worth  mgh  in,  Spilsby. 
Lincolnshire,  left  estate  valued  at 
E1JS74JHO  net. 

.  He  left  £1 J300  each  to  Age  Concern, 
salvation  Army,  British  Red  Cross. 
Hagwonhingham  Church,  foe 
Chartered  Accountants’  Benevolent 
Association  and  the  National 
Children's  Home:  £7SO  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Doris  Gmtbrook.  of  Brarodean, 
Alresfbnd.  Hampshire,  left  estate 
valued  ar  El  ^24.056  neL 
Jan  Kazimiera  NaggjewsU,  of 
London  W5..  left  -estate  valued  at 
£L3iL8)7neL 
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£16,500  FOR  JACKSON’S 
THRILLER  GLOVE 

By  Sarah  Jane  Chbckland 

SALEROOM  CORRESPONDENT 

A  SINGLE  white  rhinestone  glove  worn 
by  Michael  Jackson  in  the  video  for  his 
top-seUwg  album  Thriller  sold  for 
£16500  at  Christie's  South  Kensington 
yesterday.  The  Hard  Rock  Cafe  which 
bought  the  glove  need  not  regret  the  Joss 
of  a  matching  pain  Mr  Jackson  only  had 
one. 

“Wearing  two  gloves  seemed  so  ordi¬ 
nary  but  a  single  glove  was  different  and 
definitely  a  look."  he  said  in  his 
autobiography  Moonwalk .  adding  that 
"wearing  one  glove  was  cool”. 

A  complete  stage  outfit  worn  by  Prince 
and  fashioned  in  black  crepe,  with  a  pair 
of  matching  high-heeled  ankle  boots  and 
ruched  trousers,  doubled  its  estimate  at 
£12.000.  This  was  bought  by  the  Hard 
Rock's  rival,  the  Planet  Hollywood 
restaurant  off  Piccadilly  in  London. 

A  pair  of  ears  from  the  wardrobe  of  Mr 
Spock.  worn  in  the  Star  Trek  series,  fared 
less  well  at  ESSO. 


ON  THIS  DAY 
December  20, 1991 


ft  ms  a  mixed,  but  successful,  day  at  the 
auction  houses  with  sales  ranging  from  a 
glove  belonging  to  Michael  Jackson  to 
an  undent  grandfather  dock  found  in  a 
Yorkshire  cowshed 


Meanwhile  at  Sotheby's  in  London,  a 
Georgian  mahogany  grandfather  dock, 
discovered  in  the  cowshed  of  a  farm  near 
Huddersfield,  sold  for  £11,000  yesterday, 
way  above  its  estimate  of  £4,000-5,000. 

It  was  in  what  the  saleroom  described 
as  a  “distressed  condition”.  The  move¬ 
ment  was  black  and  rusty  but  complete. 
The  condition  attracted  buyers  because  h 
was  still  original. 

The  farmer  had  been  astonished  by  the 
estimate  and  was  said  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  final  price.  Sotheby's 
was  asked  for  an  opinion  on  the  dock 


which  had  been  in  the  cowshed  with 
other  old  junk  for  at  least  50  years. 

The  fanner  told  a  Sotheby’s  represen¬ 
tative  that  he  did  not  think  the  7ft  54  in 
tall  clock  was  valuable  but  the  export 
identified  it  as  being  the  work  of 
Benjamin  Gray  and  Justin  Vulliamy, 
and  made  around  1750. 

The  sale  totalled  £395,318  with  29.84 
per  cent  bought  in.  The  top  lot  was  a  rare 
gold  and  tortoise  shdl  quarter  repeating 
calendar  dockwatdi  by  Thomas  Mudge. 
one  of  the  most  respected  and  versatile 
makers  of  the  18th  century  which  sold  for 
£22,000. 

□  Six  years  on  from  1991  Michael 
Jackson  is  as  popular  a  world  star  as  he 
was  then,  as  the  picture  of  him  singing  ai 
a  packed  San  Siro  stadium  in  Milan  this 
summer  makes  dear.  He  has  survived, 
despite  rumours  and  accusations  of 
possible  child  abuse,  marrying  and 
swiftly  divorcing  Elvis  Presley’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  lisa  Marie  Presley,  and  marrying 
again  and  producing  a  child.  Mr  Spock, 
however,  along  with  Captain  Kirk  and 
die  old  trekkies.  has  been  retired  from 
the  latest  Star  Trek  series. 
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PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


BIRTHS 


mill  dUncolty  tra  goes*  «vao 
>1  titiagB  on  anO,  anti  labo¬ 
riously  Bod  out  wkat  Um 
within  our  mch;  but  Who 

has  war  traced  out  what  ix  . - _  _ 

in  heaven?  Wisdom  of  Solo-  1  VWUTABIEY  -  On  December 
non  9  il6  13th  at  St  Georges.  Nice,  to 

1  Sonia  and  Patrick,  a  son, 
Tristan  Hugo  TJwnxc. 


DEATHS 


BIRTHS 


BEM STEAD  -  On  Sunday 
December  14th  at  The 
American  Hospital  ia  Dubai, 
to  Xeil  (ofc  Dixon)  and 
Nigel,  a  beautiful  son,  Liam 
Angus  Benwfoxd,  a  brother 
for  CaitUn. 

BMQBI  -  On  ilth  December 
1997,  In  Paris,  to  Mary  fade 
Archer)  and  Nicholas,  a  son, 
Oliver  Thomas. 

CAYLEY  >  On  December  12th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Andrea  and  Andrew,  a  son, 
Alexander  Michael  Granville. 

CUNHINOHAM .  On  December 
10th  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  to  McchteXlen  (n <e 
Van  ADcemadt)  and  Mara,  a 
son.  Max  Alexander. 

EVANS  -  On  December  15th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Deborah  (n€e  Logan)  and 
Mark,  a  son,  Beniamin,  a 
brother  to  Emil;. 

GLEASON  -  On  Decamber  14th 
at  The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Heather  and  Tom,  a  son. 
Byan  James.  The  best 
Christmas  present  ever! 

SOLD  •  On  December  12th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Angela  and  Nigel,  a  son, 
Daniel  Max.  a  brother  for 
Jonathan. 

KYFFW  -  On  December  13th  at 
Tin  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Nick;  (nee  Eaues)  and 
David,  a  son.  Harr;  Thomas 
Pterion. 

PALTMDGE  •  On  17th 
December,  to  Mary  (n<e 
Gaipln)  and  James,  a 
daughter,  Amelia  fiattwa 

PATEL  •  On  December  37th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
tflieah  and  Bela,  a  daughter. 
Netna. 

SatANCHER  -  On  December 
2nd  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Eva  (n£e  Penan) 
and  Mark,  a  precious 
daughter,  BobL 

STOYIE- Qn  December  12ib  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Midori  and  Pa&lel,  a 
beautiful  daughter, 
Katharine  Tejemi. 

WARNSt  -  Vincent  and  Marie- 
Louise  are  pleased  to 
aimounoa  the  birch  of  their 
son,  Henry  Robert  Junes  on 
Saturday  13th  December 
1997  at  The  KatUde 
Hospital,  Hone  Xdng. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


BUR  FORD: CROKER  .  Arthur 
and  Iris  on  the  occasion  of 
your  Golden  Wedding,  whh 
ton  and  best  wishes  from 
all  poor  family  and  friends. 

ELFO  HD:  HILTON  ■  At  St 
Leonard’s,  Colchester  on 
20th  December  1947.  Sqn 
Ldr  CUff oxd  CBarry)  Elftard  to 
Ursula  £Soe)  Hilton.  Now  or 
Juglans,  Longpedsh,  Hants. 


DEATHS 


ALLEN  .  Fank  Alfred  Dunbar, 
retired  pharmacist, 
peacefully  at  Whipps  Cross 
Hospital  on  Thwsday,  18th 
December  aged  86  years, 
much  loved  husband  of 
Crofcta  and  beloved  father, 
grandfather  and  friend. 
Ptmeral  for  family  and  close 
friends  bet  memorial  service 
in  early  1998  to  be 
announced  shortly.  Flowers 
and  all  esq  a  Hies  to  W.G. 
Miller,  95  Essex  Koad, 
London  Nl.  Telephone  0171 
224  3886. 


DARTMOUTH 


Private  ftmtaaL  A  Memorial 
Service  will  be  held  at  The 
Guard"!  Chapel,  Wellington 
Barracks,  London  SW1  - 
details  to  be  announced. 

DAWS  -  Keith  unexpectedly 
after  an  operation.  Dearly 
loved  husband  and 
stepfather  to  Naoha  and 
Michael,  an  Irrepressible 
soldier  and  englnear. 
Funeral  Si  Paul's  Church. 
Font  Elms,  noon  22nd 
December. 

HARMS  >  On  Decamber  19th, 
peacefully  in  her  sleep  at 
j)  anbury.  Vanda,  much  loved 
daughter  of  Cynthia  and 
Chub  Paterson  and  devoted 
mother  of  Nicholas  end 
Robert  Bolton.  Enquiries 
AW.  Borrows  It  Son.  Funeral 
Directors,  tel:  £01270) 
524242/524404. 


HATTON  -  Gdi  ham  Mackenzie 
on  December  18th  aged  S8 
years  after  a  spirited  fight 
against  cancer.  Beloved 
husband  of  Ann,  devoted 
father  of  Stephen,  Lacy  and 
Christopher  and  his 
daughter-in-law  Jxdla  and  a 
most  loving  grandfather  to 
William  and  Giles.  Private 
cienutlon  but  a  memorial 
service  wtllbe  announced  In 
the  New  Tear.  TXmdoas  U 
desired  to  Princess  Alice 
Hospice,  Esher.  Surrey. 

HOWARD  -  On  18th  December 
2997  in  Sussex.  Ralph  aged 
77  years,  after  a  long  illness. 
Will  be  greatly  missed  by  his 
loving  wife  Margaret  and  all 
his  family.  Funeral  Service 
at  Surrey  and  Sussex 
Crematorium  an  Monday 
22nd  December  at  10.15  am. 
Family  flowers  only  but 
donations  If  desired  for  the 
Stroke  Association  may  be 
sear  to  Frank  XMvey  and  Co, 
31  High  Street, 
flnutjtorpoini,  West  Sussex 
B.Y 6  STT.  tel:  (01273) 
832179. 

LBtESGHE  -  On  18fo  December 
at  St  John’s  Hospice, 
Lancaster.  In  comfort  and 
with  dignity,  (Elisabeth) 
Joan  Leresche  aged  88  years, 
daughter  of  the  hue  Frier 
and  Margaret  Lerescbe. 
sister  of  the  late  Denis  and  a 
loved  aunt,  cousin  and 
friend.  Puaesal  Service  wfll 
take  plan  at  AH  Bellows 
Church,  Xandal  on  Tuesday, 
23id  December  at  130  pm 
followed  by  interment  at 
Phrlulde  Jtosd  Cemetery, 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  In  lieu  to  the 
British  Red  Cross  ete  Hayes 
8  Parkinson  LltL.  Captain 
French  Lane,  Kendal,  LAP 
4HS. 

LOW  -  Allck  died  suddenly 
aged  85  on  December  17th 
1997.  Much  loved  husband 
of  Bonnie,  father  of  David 
and  Ann.  and  dearly  loved 
grandfather.  Private  funeral 
jcraagaautna. 

LUXMOOME- Edmund,  aged  83 
years  of  Stalndtop,  died 
peacefully  la  a  nursing 
home  on  December  17th. 
Beloved  husband  fur  SI 
years  of  Plana,  father  of 
Michael,  Elisabeth  and 
Hlduod  grandfather  ot 
five.  Private  cremation  at 
Darlington  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  December  23rd. 
Family  flowers  only.  A 
Memorial  Service  lb 
Staiodrop  Parish  Church  will 
be  announced  hut 


WA06H  -  Michael  suddenly  on 
December  18th,  much  loved 
by  hie  wife  Msruy  and 
cfaSkirta  Anthony,  QuriH 
and  Michele.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Cremation  win 
take  place  In  Belgium  on 
Saturday  20th  December. 


FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 


Lw^n  load,  tab  (OISM) 

WATERFIELD  -  On  18th 
Dscesabsr  1997  In  hospital 
Michael  Collins  (Mick) 

WatesfMd.  aged  85  years. 

Dearly  loved  husband  of 
Anne;  much  loved  hike  of 
fuses,  Chris  and  Pater.  J 

Foaml  Service  on  Tuesday  von  CLEMM  -  A  Memorial 


INMEMOR1AM  — 
PRIVATE 


APIEY  -  Alan  FBCS  December 
20th  1 996.  Xn  proud  and 
loving  memory  of  my 
beloved  Iwtshma.  You  said 
that  you  never  taew  what 
love  was  until  you  met  me. 
True  love  only  comes  once 
far  a  Ufe  time.  Thank  you  for 
a  wonderful  happy  marriage. 
Miss  you  so  much,  net  tar 
peace  my  darting.  I  win  see 
yon  in  heaven  where  we 
shan  be  togettter  through  an 
eternity.  Never  to  be  parted 
agate,  v. 

■AMKM  •  Tim.  December  21st 
your  birthday.  Always  loved, 
always  so  missed  by  your 
family  ■«<  BJ£F. 

FRY  -  Daphne  Ann  died  20th 
December  1996.  The  wind 
under  my  wings. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


MURRAY  DE  KLEE  -  3J  JS-  . 

SLES9*  services 
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23rd  December  11  am  at 
South  Pool  Church,  or. 
Kings  bridge.  Followed  by 
Interment  In  Churchyard. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  in  Hen  if  desired 
to  South  Pool  Church  by 
retiring  collection  or  c to 
John  JX  Andrews,  119  Pore 
Street,  Kings  bridge,  TQ7 
1AL. 


Servlce  for  Michael  von 
Clemm  will  be  held  at 
Souihwnrft  Cathedral. 
Moimyjyg  Qpfti  SHI 

at  3  pm  on  Tuesday,  13th 
January  1998.  A  rerepticu 
wm  be  held  after  the  service. 
All  friends  and  asUeagues 
ate  wetauM. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


COURT  &  SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING  MARRIAGES  AND  MARRIAGES 

Over  the  Mew  Year  period 
tin  Marring  drnrtfieri  wffl  apply; 

Notices  for: - 

Taerdry  Dec-rmbrr3flth,  shatM  be  received  by  neon  on 
Monday  December  29th;  Wedmsda  y  December  Mji,  by 
Spot  qb  Monday  December  29tta^ Tbarsdsy  and  Friday 
Afloaiy  Iriaad  Inti  19W  Ira  ^  oo  Tbenlay  Deccnber 
30th  1997:  MMlStiontey  ana  Monday  jMumy  3rd  and 
SAi  by  2pm  on  Wednesday  December  3 1st 
Pirate  rand  Conn  Page  mnwmcemena  by  poartraw:  ■ 
MraJ.  Neman.  CMrtdt  Serial  Advertising,  The  nmo, 
FO  Box  495.  VinddiaStHA,  London  El  9X5, 

TeL  0171 782  7347.  Fix  0171  7827725 

Plearo  iockide  in  an  cotnapandeasc: 
a  rifnttme  of  ahe  enr  of  te  pnrtkf  coocaned  ar  a  parent. 

s  daytime  and  home  efcpbooc  number  and  address. 
AdralUng  Rate  is  £1528  per  Cnc  Jac  VAT. 


SKID  PAN  COURSES 


AC^VOUCHER^aPU 
WTffl  A  DIFEERENOffi^ 

mm  FUN,  PROFESSIONAL  INSTTOdlCW, 
IMPROVES  SKE1S,  REACTIONS  A  SAFETY.  CARS 
SUPPLIED,  lift  1  DAY  COURSES  AVAILABLE  INI® 
CENTRAL  SOOTH  AT  THRUTTONRACB  CBRCDIT  ft 
MIDLANDS  Nr  LICHFIELD 
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4x4s.  military 
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Obituaries 


LILLIAN  DISNEY 


LiUiac  Disney,  philanthropist 
and  widow  of  Wale  Disney, 
died  on  December  16 
in  Los  Angeles  aged  98.  She  was 

born  in  1899. 


L! 


illian  Disney's  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  animation 
.empire  founded  by  her  hus¬ 
ked  Walt  occurred  not  in  a 
boardroom,  bur  on  a  cross-country 
train.  It  was  while  travelling  from  New 
York  to  California  in  the  1920s  that 
Disney,  creator  of  a  studio  then 
experiencing  financial  stresses,  gave 
birth  to  a  cartoon  character  he  hoped 
would  help  the  business  to'  recover 
from  recent  setbacks.  He  named  him 
Mortimer  Mouse,  and,  as  he  always 
did.  bounced  the  idea  off  his  wife. 

“Not  Mortimer."  responded  Lillian 
"It’s  too  formal.  How  about  Mickey?" 

In  that  instant  an  empire  was  born,  me 
largely  built  on  the  goodwill  created 
by  an  animated  mouse  with  a  high- 
pitched  voice  and  a  smile. 

One  of  the  most  recognisable  of 
Hollywood  icons,  Mickey  Mouse  re¬ 
mains  the  universal  symbol  for  the 
now  much  diversified  Disney  com¬ 
pany.  When  President  Nixon  awarded 
Lillian  Disney  a  gold  commemorative 
medal  honouring  her  husband  in  J 969, 
it  was  etched  with  a  profile  of  Walt 
Disney  an  one  side  and  Mickey  Mouse 
on  the  other. 

Yet  Mickey  Mouse  was  not  Lillian 
Disney's  only  lasting  contribution  to 
the  family  business.  Although  she 
shunned  the  spotlight  and  never  joined 
the  Hollywood  circuit;  her  influence 
was  felt  in  eveiy  comer  of  the  Disney 
empire,  and  in  later  life,  in  her 
hometown  of  Los  Angeles  as  well. 

Lillian  Bounds  was  bom  in 
Spalding.  Idaho,  the  tenth  child  of 
Jeanette  and  Willard  Bounds.  She 
grew  up  in  Lapwai  on  the  Nez  Perce 
Indian  Reservation,  where  her  father 
worked  for  the  Government  as  a 
blacksmith  and  Federal  Marshal 

In  1923  she  struck  ran  for  Los 
Angeles  to  join  a  sister.  Hazel  and 
found  work  as  a  $I5-a-week  “inker" 
of  film  frames  at  the  Disney  studio. 
She  met  the  studio  chief  Walt  Dis¬ 
ney  soon  after  her  arrival,  and  married 
him  on  July  13,  1925.  During  the 
studio's  ascendancy  Lillian  chose  to 
remain  in  the  background  and  let  her 
husband 'became  die  public  face  of 
Disney.  Yet  she  was  always  present  in 
an  unofficial  capacity,  visiting  the 


Walt  and  lHHan  Disney,  and  die  famous  Mickey  Moose  image  which  owes  its  name  to  her  inspiration 


Disney  offices  regularly  and  issuing 
strong  opinions  on  company  decisions 
when  she  was  asked. 

In  particular  she  functioned  as  Walt 
Disney's  personal  sounding  board, 
and  it  was  she  who  approved  plans  to 
create  a  theme  park  called  “Disney¬ 
land".  and  gave  the  green  light  to  an 
animated  feature  about  a  fairytale 
character  called  Snow  White.  Her 
nephew  Roy  Disney  described  his  aunt 
as  loving  but  tough,  a  true  pioneer  and 
partner  of  her  husband.  “If  life  had 
required  them  to  pull  the  wagon  train 
across  the  country,  they'd  have  done 
it,"  he  said  of  their  partnership. 

Only  once  did  Lillian  Disney  speak 


out  publicly  about  family  matters. 
Following  the  publication  of  the 
biography  Walt  Disney:  Hollywood's 
Dark  Prince,  by  Marc  Eliot,  which 
alleged  that  Walt  Disney  was  an  FBI 
informant  and  thai  their  marriage  was 
rocky,  she  denied  the  charges,  saying 
they  were  fabricated. 

After  the  death  of  her  mogul 
husband  in  1966,  Lillian  Disney 
adopted  a  new  role,  that  of  phil¬ 
anthropist.  She  founded  die  Califor¬ 
nia  Institute  of  die  Arts,  and  donated 
$50  million  for  die  construction 
of  the  Walt  Disney  Concert  Hall,  which 
is  to  be  the  home  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Philharmonic. 


According  to  the  project's  architect. 
Frank  Gehry,  she  was  very  specific 
in  her  insistence  that  the  hall  be 
for  the  masses  not  the  elite,  and  insis¬ 
ted  it  be  surrounded  by  gardens, 
because  she  loved  flowers.  The  hall's 
opening  has  been  delayed  by  financial 
shortfalls  and  is  now  scheduled  for 
2001. 

In  1990  Lillian  Disney  received  the 
Governor’s  Award  for  the  Arts  in 
recognition  of  her  contributions  to  the 
arts  in  California,  and  last  year  she 
donated  $100,000  to  her  childhood 
friends,  the  Nez  Perce  tribe,  to  buy 
ancient  tribal  artefacts. 

She  is  survived  by  a  daughter. 


CECIL  KENNEDY 


Cedi  Kennedy,  painter, 
died  on  December  12 

aged  92.  He  was  born  on 
February  4, 1905. 

CECIL  KENNEDY  will  be 
best  remembered  for  his  accu¬ 
rate  and  appealing  depictions 
of  flowers,  although  he  also 
worked  as  a  portraitist.  His 
best  works,  many  of  them 
produced  during  the  1960s, 
are  admired  for  their  exqui¬ 
site  detail  and  artful  com¬ 
position.  His  wife  Winifred 
created  the  brilliant  flower 
arrangements,  usually  in  a 
vase -from  their  collection  of 
mid- 18th-century  Waterford 
vases,  which  continually  in¬ 
spired  his  work. 

Cedi  Kennedy  was  bom 
into  a  large  artistic  Vic¬ 
torian  family.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  13  children.  His 
grandfather  was  an  artist  who 
had  lived  in  France,  sketched 
with  Corot  and  exchanged 
drawings  with  him-  His  father 
was  a  landscape  painter  and 
four  of  his  brothers  were 
artists.  His  brother  Charles, 
who  died  in  the  fiu  epidemic  of 
1918,  was  a  particular  influ¬ 
ence  on  him.  In  the  early  1930s 
he  met  and  married  Winifred 
Aves.  She  became  his  inspira¬ 
tion  and  for  64  years  they 
worked  together  as  a  creative 
team. 

In  the  Second  World  War  he 
was  called  up  and  fought  with 
21st  Army  Group  during  the 
North  West  Europe  cam¬ 
paign.  He  was  in  Antwerp 
during  the  winter  of  1944. 
where  he  sought  out  and 
befriended  Flemish  painters. 
The  opportunity  to  study 
Flemish  and  Dutch  still-life 
paintings  in  their  natural  set¬ 
ting  brought  about  a  definite 
change  in  his  own  painting 
style.  He  maintained  contact 
with  Flemish  artists  up  to  Ids 
death. 

Kennedy  had  many  impor¬ 
tant  patrons.  Queen  Mary 
bought  his  work  as  did  the 
Dube  of  Windsor  and  the 
Astors.  Queen  Mary  once  re¬ 
marked;  “When  I  see  Cecil 
Kennedy's  pictures  I  can  smell 
the  flowers  and  hear  die  hum 


Summer  Flowers;  a  typical  Kennedy  still-life 


of  bees."  She  noticed  that  he 
had  painted  a  ladybird  on  a 
flower  siem.  Thereafter  all  his 
paintings  contained  a  lady¬ 
bird.  Lord  Thomson  of  Fleet,  a 
friend  and  patron,  wrote  ab¬ 
out  him  and  commented  that 
“his  pictures  conveyed  a  joy  of 
life  and  artistic  creativity". 

Kennedy  had  an  important 
exhibiting  career,  showing  be¬ 
fore  the  age  of  24  at  both  the 
Royal  Scottish  Academy  and 
the  Royal  Hibernian  Acade¬ 
my,  regularly  at  the  Royal 
Academy  and  in  the  regions. 
From  the  1950s  until  the  1970s, 
he  exhibited  regularly  with  the 
Tine  Art  Society,  who  were 
keen  advocates  of  his  work. 
He  was  awarded  a  silver 
medal  at  the  Paris  Salon  in 
1956,  and  a  gold  medal  in  1970. 
He  was  recently  celebrated  in 
a  retrospective'  of  contempo¬ 
rary'  flower  painting.  Three 
Flower  Painters,  held  at  the 
Richard  Green  Gallery  earlier 
this  year.  Richard  Green  was 
one  of  several  art  dealers  ro 


champion  Kennedy  as  an  un¬ 
surpassed  contemporary  mas¬ 
ter  of  his  genre,  blending 
botanical  accuracy  and  sensu¬ 
al  effects. 

Kennedy’s  artful  juxtaposi¬ 
tions  of  modern  exotic  hybrid 
blooms  and  humble  favourites 
such  as  field  grasses,  as  well 
as  the  plant  species  celebrated 
in  the  works  of  the  Old 
Masters,  revealed  his  know]- 
edgeability  as  a  plantsman  as 
well  as  an  artist. 

While  studying  in  the  great 
national  collections  of  the 
major  artistic  centres.  London. 
Pans.  Antwerp  and  Zurich,  he 
fell  under  the  influence  of  the 
Old  Masters,  from  whom  he 
derived  his  meticulous  tech¬ 
nique.  The  novelty  of  his 
all-white  arrangements  re¬ 
flected  an  awareness  of  20th- 
century  horticultural  innova¬ 
tions  as  well,  such  as  Vira 
SackviUe-West’s  “white  gar¬ 
den"  at  Sissingbursr. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 
Winifred,  and  a  son. 


FRANCIS  PAUDRAS 


Francis  Pandras.  jazz  fan, 
committed  suicide  on 
November  26  aged  62l  He 
was  born  in  1935... 

ALONG  with  the  Baroness 
Pannanica  de  Koenig  swater  — 
a  member  of  the  Rothschild 
dynasty  and  confidant  of 
Charlie  Parker — Fran  as  Pau- 
dras  earned  a  place  in  jazz 
history  as  the  devoted  guard¬ 
ian  of  a  wayward  talent.  His 
close  friendship  with  the  ill- 
starred  pianist  Bud  Powell 
during  die  musician's  years  in 
exile  in  Paris  was  to  form  the 
basis  of  the  semi-fictionalised 
film  Round  Midnight  (1986). 

Apdy  described  by  the 
American  expatriate  musician 
Mike  Zwerin  as  “the  kind  of 
dedicated  jazz  fan  only  France 
can  produce",  Paudras  was  an 
accomplished  amateur  pianist 
and  graphic  designer  who 
took  Powell  under  his  wing. 


and  brought  a^ehseof  order  - 
-to  Jus  chaotic,  life.  In  his  care,. . 
BawdL^an  alcoholic  wha 
had  Icing  m^ayed  increasing 
-■symptoms- of  schizophrenia — 
returned  to  something  ap¬ 
proaching  foil  health  and  even 
began  writing  anew. 

Paudras  subsequently  org¬ 
anised  his  idol’s  return  to  New 
York  for  a  residency  at  the 
renowned  Bird  land  dub.  Cir¬ 
cumstances  forced  the  two 
men  apart  at  that  stage,  and 
although  he  had  been  due  to 
return  to  Pans,  Powell  eventu¬ 
ally  stayed  on  in  New  York 
slipping  deeper  into  alcohol¬ 
ism  and  psychological  disar¬ 
ray  before  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  just  41.  in  1966. 

One  of  the  founders  of 
modem  jazz  piano  in  the 
1940s,  Powell  was  a  mercurial 
improviser  who  adapted 
many  of  Charlie  Parker’s 
rhythmic  innovations  to  die 


keyboard.  Drink  and  drugs 
were,  however,  a  constant 
ingredient  in  the  frenetic  cruci¬ 
ble  of  bebop,  and  many  of  the 
inner  circle  followed  Parker  to 
an  early  grave. 

Powell’s  drink  problem  was 
compounded  by  mental  disor¬ 
ders.  He  was  admitted  to  an 
institution  shortly  after  being 
beaten  over  the  head  in  a 
fracas  with  police  in  1945; 
during  subsequent  stay's  in 
hospital  be  was  subjected  to 
electric-shock  treatment  By 
the  mid-1950s  the  effects  of  his 
dissipations  were  clearly  ap¬ 
parent  in  his  playing. 

In  1959  he  emigrated  to 
Paris,  regarded  as  a  city  where 
blade  American  musicians 
and  artists  could  live  with  a 
greater  measure  of  dignity. 
His  performances  were  well- 
received,  but  his  life  grew 
turbulent  despite  the  efforts  to 
keep  him  in  order  of  his 


increasingly  exasperated  wife 
AJtevia  (known  to  intimates  as 
Buttercup). 

Many  of  Powell's  friends 
resented  Altevia’s  authoritar¬ 
ian  hold  over  her  husband, 
whom  they  regarded  as  virtu¬ 
ally  a  prisoner  in  his  own  hotel 
room,  dependent  on  his  wife 
for  his  spending  money.  Pau¬ 
dras.  a  longstanding  admirer 
of  Powell’s  work  later  recalled 
that  he  often  saw  him  on 
Boulevard  St  Germain  “beg¬ 
ging  like  a  bum  to  buy  a 
drink”.  Overweight  and  unap¬ 
proachable,  Powell  was  prone 
to  staring  trance-like  silently 
at  the  wall,  his  fingers  in 
constant  movement. 

Paudras  made  his  derisive 
intervention  1963,  when  Pow¬ 
ell  fell  seriously  ill  with  tuber¬ 
culosis.  One  .of  the  pianist’s 
neighbours,  the  saxophonist 
Johnny  Griffin,  helped  to  per¬ 
suade  Altevia  to  allow  her 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


husband  to  move  in  with  the 
young  Frenchman  Powell 
spent  a  long  period  in  hospi¬ 
tal;  Paudras  is  said  ro  have 
taken  three  years  ro  payoff  the 
$50-a-day  bill  for  treatment 

He  devoted  himself  to  his 
new  house-guest  “For  about 
seven  months."  he  later  re¬ 
called,  “he  hardly  spoke  a 
word  to  us  except  to  ask  for  the 
butter  or  something  ...  We 
would  eat  in  complete  silence, 
other  times  he'd  Stay  in  his 
room."  Powell  began  to  recov¬ 
er  Paudras  even  appears  to 
have  managed  to  keep  the 
pianist's  fellow  drinkers  at 
arm’s  length. 

Twenty  years  after  Powell’s 
death,  the  gregarious  Paudras 
—  who  enjoyed  dose  friend¬ 
ships  with  sweral  other  musi¬ 
cians  —  had  the  rare  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  seeing  his  younger  self 
recreated  on  the  cinema  screen 
in  Round  Midnight,  ihe  rever¬ 
ential  depiction  of  the  expatri¬ 
ate  jazz  life  by  the  director 
Bertrand  Tavernier.  The  larg¬ 
er-than-life  saxophonist  Dex¬ 
ter  Gordon  played  the  central 
character.  Dale  Turner,  an 
ailing  saxophonist  modelled 
on  Pdwell  and  the  equally 
troubled  Lester  Young. 

Paudras  published  a  mem¬ 
oir.  La  danse  des  injideles,  in 
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A  scene  from  Round  Midnight,  the  film  that  told  the  story  of  Bud  PoweU’s  life 


1986.  He  later  wrote  of  Pdwell: 
“I  owe  Bud  Rowell  die  best 
part  of  my  life,  the  best  part  of 
myself.  He  was  and  is  my 
beacon  and  my  fortress.  Apart 
from  the  message  of  his  music, 
he  taught  me  how  to  live." 

Paudras  collaborated  with 


Charlie  Parker’s  widow-. 
Chan,  on  the  photographic 
book  To  Bird  With  Love.  To¬ 
wards  the  end  of  his  life  he 
had  a  hand  in  launching  the 
career  of  one  of  Powell’s 
spiritual  heirs,  the  young 
pianist  Jacky  Terras  son.  who 


studied  music  at  the  Lycee 
Lamartine  alongside  Pau- 
dras’s  son  Stephane,  and 
made  regular  use  of  Paudras 
Sr's  extensive  library  of  re¬ 
cordings  and  films. 

Francis  Paudras  is  survived 
by  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 


MILESTONES 


Giovanni  Agnelli,  heir  to 
the  Flat  empire,  died  on  De¬ 
cember  13  aged  33.  He 
was  born  on  April  19, 1964. 

The  succession  to  the  very 
public  role  of  head  of  the 
Agnelli  group  of  companies 
—  which  are  estimated  to 
accounr  for  more  than  5  per 
cent  of  Italy’s  economy  —  is 
again  in  turmoil  after  the 
death  from  intestinal  cancer 
of  the  nephew  of  the  patri¬ 
arch.  Gianni  Agnelli  is  now 
76,  and  he  had  expected  his 
manife  to  pass  to  Giovanni, 
the  son  of  his  younger  broth¬ 
er,  Umberto,  during  the  next 
year.  Giovanni  enjoyed  a 
gilded  life.  Though  publicity- 
shy.  he  had  inherited  tne 
family  panache,  and  his  per¬ 
sonal  popularity  had  helped 
to  restore  the  faith  of  Italians 
in  an  industrial  class  deeply 
discredited  by  corruption 
scandals.  Brought  up  In 
America,  he  prepared  dili¬ 


gently  for  his  destined  role, 
working  for  IBM  and  S  G 
Warburg,  and  on  the  factory- 
floor  of  one  of  the  Fiat 
companies,  before  taking 
over  the  Piaggio  company  — 
which  makes  scooters  —  and 
moving  it  from  loss  to  profit 
in  short  order. 

Obituary  published  on 
December  IS. 

Stubby  Kaye.  American 
actor  and  singer,  died  on 
December  15  aged  79. 

He  was  bora  on 
November  II.  1918. 

Stubby  Kaye  —  whose  real 
name  was  Bernard  Kotzin  — 
played  Nicely-Nicely  John¬ 
son  in  the  original  Broadway 
production  of  Guys  and 
Dolls,  the  success  of  which 
later  came  to  seem  almost  a 
curse.  He  had  previously 
performed  in  vaudeville  and 
entertainments  for  the  troops 
in  London,  but  found  himself 


underemployed  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  after  the 
war.  His  girth  and  geniality 
were  exactly  right  for  the  part 
of  Nicely-Nicely,  and  his 
rendition  of  the  spoof  spiritu¬ 
al  Sit  Down,  You’re  Rockin' 
the  Boot  was  one  of  the  great 
show-stoppers.  Naturally  he 
was  asked  to  play  the  part 
again  in  the  film,  and  he 
made  himself  at  home  in 
Hollywood.  But  although  he 
appeared  in  movies  includ¬ 
ing  You  Can’t  Run  Away 
From  ft.  The  Cool  Mikado 
and  It  Happened  One  Night, 
he  never  again  found  a 
vehicle  robust  enough  for  his 
particular  talent. 

Obituary  published  on 
December  17. 

R.V.  Jones.  CH.  CB. 

CUE,  FRS.  wartime  intelli¬ 
gence  scientist,  died  in 
Aberdeen  on  December  17 
aged  86.  He  was  born  on 
September  27, 1911. 

Reginald  Jones  was  the  Ox¬ 
ford  scientist  who  discovered 
and  then  explained  to  Chur¬ 
chill’s  War  Cabinet  the  tech¬ 
niques  that  the  Germans  had 
perfected  to  send  bombers 
along  radio  beams  to  their 
targets.  Churchill  gave  him 
the  resources  to  combat  this 
menace,  as  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Intelligence  (Science)  at 
the  Air  Ministry.  Among 
Jones's  many  successful 
ideas  to  disrupt  the  Luftwaffe 


was  “window",  the  use  of 
strips  of  metallic  foil  dropped 
from  bombers  to  confuse 
enemy  ground  radar.  Much 
later  he  was  responsible  for 
analysing  the  flood  of  intelli¬ 
gence  about  the  V]  and  the 
V2.  In  1946  he  became  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Natural  Philosophy  at 
the  University  of  Aberdeen. 


where  he  vigorously  opposed 
the  rapid  expansion  in  stu¬ 
dent  numbers,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  reduce 
academic  standards.  He  also 
chaired  the  British  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  History  of  Science, 
and  for  many  years  edited 
the  Notes  and  Records  of  the 
Royal  Society.  His  book 
about  his  exploits.  Most 
Secret  War,  provided  the 
material  forthe  Yorkshire 
Television  documentary  se¬ 
ries  77ie  Secret  War  of  Dr 
Jones. 

Obituary  published  on 
December  19. 
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Eurotunnel  negotiates  34-year  extension  to  franchise 


..  By  Christine  Buckley 
andJasonNissE 

EUROTUNNEL  yesterday  strode 
agreement  with  the  UK  and  French 
Governments  to  operate  the  Channel 
Turmcl  untfl  2086.  The  move  ends 
prolonged  uncertainty  over  Euro¬ 
tunnel's  long-term  prospects  but 
romes  at  a  much  higher  price  than 
the  French  Government  had  wanted.' 

The  deal  was  reached  after  the 
rompany  agreed  to  accept  £62  mil¬ 
lion  to  settle  a  long-running  dispute 


with  Transmanche  link,  the  consor¬ 
tium  of  contractors  that  bu3t  the 
tunnel  and  supplied  the  rolling  stock. 

To  continue. running  the  tunnel 
from  2052  Eurotunnel  will  pay  the 
two  Ctovenitoents  59  per  cent  of  its 
profits  until  2086.  France,  which  has 
many,  small  shareholders  in 
Eurotunnel,  had  wanted  the  com¬ 
pany  to  give  up  just.25  per  cent. 

The  profit'-  share  includes  the 
corporation -tax: already  charged  by 
the  two  Governments,  which 
Eurotunnel  estimates  would  have 


worked  out  at  around  40  per  cent 
The  agreement  was  announced  after 
the  stuck  market  had  dosed. 
Eurotunnel  shares  mded  2p  tower  at 
5Jp, 'matching  an  all-time  low. 

John  Prescott,  Deputy  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  said:  "These  have  been  tough 
negotiations,  but  1  believe  that  we 
now  have  in  place  an  excellent  deal 
for  Britain,  Ranee  and  Europe.  I 
have  been  determined  to  ensure  that, 
using  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
Eurotunnel  and  the  French  Govern-' 
merit  for  a  longer  concession,  we 


improve  die  conditions  for  die  move¬ 
ment  of  railfreight  through  the 
Tbnnd  and  into  Europe.* 

Freight  has  heen  a  key  issue  in  the 
negotiations  and  Eurotunnel  has 
agreed  to  limit  its  charges  for  new 
users.  But  John  Noulton,  director  of 
public  affairs  at  Eurotunnel  said  the 
company  had  made  no  concessions 
on  the  rates  charged  for  freight 
passing  through  the  tunnel,  other 
than  an  agreement  to  work  with 
hauliers  to  promote  carrying  more 
freight  try  rail.  This  is  why  we  have 


agreed  to  a  slightly  higher  profit 
share  with  .the  Government." 

The  French  Government  is  to 
build  an  international  freight  free¬ 
way  from  the  Channel  Tunnel  to 
Metz  and  Strasbourg  and  towards 
Italy  and  Spain.  SNCF,  the  French 
railway  operator,  is  also  to  work 
with  Railfreight  Distribution,  die 
British  operator,  to  develop  its 
business.  Eurotunnel  has  also  made 
assurances  to  Railfreight  Distribu¬ 
tion  about  the  long-term  future  of 
Channel  Tunnel  railfreight. 


The  deal  with  Eurotunnel’s  con¬ 
tractors  —  which  indude  Balfour 
Beatty,  Tarmac.  Taylor  Woodrow 
and  several  French  companies  — 
ends  a  two-year  tattle  in  which 
Eurotunnel  has  said  it  has  not  been 
able  to  undertake  maintenance 
work  because  of  prohibitive  ar¬ 
rangements.  It  has  claimed  it  has 
been  beset  by  problems. 

Transmanche  Link  is  to  pay 
Eurotunnel  £40  million  to  settle  the 
dispute  and  will  end  claims  against 
the  tunnel  operator. 


By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  0.6  BILLION  hid  for 
The  Energy  Group  was ; 
ter  day  cleared  hy  the 
eminent  in  a  move  that  could 
trigger  wide-ranging  chan¬ 
ges  in  the  power  industry. 

The  blessing  by  Margaret 
Beckett,  ftreskfenrof  the  Board 
of  Trade,  erf  the  Parificorp  hid 
is  the  first  signal  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  altitude  to  vertical 
integration  in  electricity  .and 
die  first  pointer  to  its  plans  chi 
utility  regulation  reform.  It  al¬ 
so  comes  amid  goyerizment 
bargaining  with  the  genera¬ 
tors  over  coal  supplies  in  eff¬ 
orts  to  save  the  UK  coal  indus¬ 
try.  Short-term  measures  have! 
been  strode  but  longer-term 
consultation  continues  as  the 
Government. mows  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  energy  policy. 

Mrs  Becketrs  endorsement 
of  tiie  bkLfoUowsTBiDOflwaf  bv 


John  Devaney,  Eastern’s  exec¬ 
utive  chairman,  isset  tocash  in 
shares  worth  aver.  E52£flD0  ten. 
the  current  value  of  P arifi- 
cotp’s  bid.  This  wifi  top  up  the 
£L3  million  he  got  sdfiug 
share  options  when  Hanson 
took  over  Eastern.  He  is  likely 
to  remain  at  the  brim  of 
Eastern  but  if  he  leaves  within 
a  vear  he  is  entitled  to  two 


the  Monopolies  and  -Mi 
Commission  which  raised  no 
questions  over  public  interest 
and  did  not  impose  extra 
financial  requirements  on 
Parificorp — despite  fears  over 
its  debt  levels. 

The  Energy  Group,  which 
indudes  Eastern,  the  genera¬ 
tor.  electricity  distributor  and 
gas  business,  and  Peabody 
Goal  in  die  United  States,  b 
now  expected'  to  press 
Parificorit  to  tiefcad .  mnekfy: 


has  hand  in 


By  Chris  Ayues 

BASIL  BRUSH,  the  mischie¬ 
vous  fax  whose  "boom-boom” 
catchphrase.  entertained.  tdts. 
vision  viewers  in  the  1920s,  is  to 
return  to  the  world  of  entertain¬ 
ment  after  a  £1  million  invest-  . 
mem  from  Guinness  Mahon, 
the  venture  capitalist.  . 

The  rights  to  ft*  tweed-dad 
children's  character  were 
bought  in  July  by  BOl  HasLam, 
an  obsessive  fen  who  runs 
Boom  Boom  Limited,  of  South- 
amptan.  Guinness  Mahon  has 
dotided  to  hade  ihe  venture, 
which  has  been  formed  to 

exploit  intellectual  property 
rights  through  television,  pub¬ 
lishing,  cinema,  merchandis¬ 
ing  ami  theatre  production. 

Mr  Haslam  spent  more  than 
a  year  negotiating  with  Ivan 
Owen  andPeJer  Firmin.  the 
creators  of  Basil  Brush.  It  is  not 
known  how  much  was  eventu¬ 
ally'  paid  for  the  rights,  though 
Mr  Haslazn  said  yesterday  “It 
was  the  most  expensive  cuddly 
ray  I  Ye  ever  bought'’  ' 

Guinness  Mahon’s  invest¬ 
ment  follows  its  backing  of 
Sooty,  another  popular,  though 
less  aggressive,  children’s  cha¬ 
racter.  The  group  was  also  me 
of  the  original  investors  ui  the 
Britt  Alfcroft  Group,  owner  af 
the  rights  to  Thomas  the  Tank 
Engine.  Gordon  PQP?,]a’’  , 
Guinness  Mahon,  said:  We 
haw  a  long  history  of  success¬ 
ful  investment  in  media  comp* 


Baal  Brush:  “marketable” 


anies  and  we  are  unusual  am- 
ong  fund  managers  in  that  we 
understand  and  recognise  the 
value  of  intellectual  property 
rights.  Basil  Brushkacrassic 
English  diaracter  Which'  We 
see  as  having  huge  growth 
potential  in  both  the  UK  and 
international  markets.”  . 

Mr  Haslam  added:  The 
deal  represents  a  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  us  to  develop  Basil 
Brush  and  other  characters.  It 
eatables  us  to  ensure  that  we 
recreate  a  new  Basil  that  is 
true  to  his  original  spirit  while 
making  him  a  globally  mar¬ 
ketable  personality."  ' 

Boom  Boom  is  in  talks  wah 
television  stations  in  the  hope 
of  Basil  resuming  'to  TV 
screens  by  Christmas  T998. 
There  will  also  be  a.  cartoon 
series  based  on  the  character. 


The  original  bid  has  lapsed 
and  Pacificorp  is  expected  to 
have  to  pay  a  higher  price.  Its 
first  bad  was  690p  a  share. 

Market  speculation  suggests  a . 
renewed  t730p  a  share  bid 
which  would  value  The  Ener¬ 
gy  Group  at  £3.8  billion. 

The  Energy  Group  is  thought 
to  want-  quick .  action  from 
Parificorp  because  its  ambitions 
in  tiie  US  are  being  frustrated 
while  a  bid  is  pending. 

Parificorp  still  feces  regulatory 
hurdles  in  the  US. from  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  and 
the  . Federal  Energy  Regulatory 
Commission  but  it  could  move 
before  their  reports. 

.  Yesterday  the  shares  moved 
up  lOp  to  665p  although  one 
analyst  said:  “Strategically 
this  is  a  very  important  corn- 
party  and  to  buy  itat690p  a 
share  would  be  to  walk  away 
with  a  bargain.” '  •  ' 

The  Parificorp  ruling .  has , 
been  long  awaited  by  the  ener¬ 
gy  industry  as  a  key  painter  of . 

Labour  policy  on  the  electricity 
industry.  Its.  signals  on  tiie  ’• 
attitude  to  vertical  integration 
have  been  keenly- awaited  by 
PtrwexGen.  tiie  secortd.biggest 
generator,  Miich  is  keen  to 
buy  all  or  part  of  a  regional 
electricity  company.  Yesterday 
the  company  said:  “We  wel¬ 
come  the  feet  that  the  bid  has 
gone  through-” 

Mrs  Beckett  said  the  MMC 
had  been  satisfied  that  exist¬ 
ing  regulatory  'arrangements 
were  sufficient  to  ensure  that 
Parificorp  maintained  ade- . 
quate  investment  in  Eastern. 

She  said:  “The  MMCoondud- 
edthat  Parificorp was  unlikdy 
input  the  relationship  with  tire 
(regulator)  at  risk  by  felling  to 
hohour  assurances,” 

Dock  Bonham,  chairman 
of  The  Energy  Group,  wel¬ 
comed  the  approval  although 
he  stud  until  all  regulatory 
obstacles  were  removed  the 
company  could  make  no  more 
comment.  Parificorp  said  it 
was'  also  . pleased  with  the 
a^provaL  _ 

Commentary,  page  25  John  Devaney  is  likely  to  remain  in  charge  of  Eastern 


FTSE  stung 
by  worries 
from  Far  East 

By  Michael  Clark,  stock  market  correspondent 


STOCK  markets  around  the 
world  were  suffering  from  a 
severe  bout  of  “Asian  flu”  that 
left  share  prices  nursing  heavy 

In  London,  the  FTSE  100 
index  tumbled  1-48.1  to  5,020.2, 
having  briefly  dipped  below 
tiie  5,000  level.  At  one  stage, 
the  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  tumbled  almost  270  points 
before  rallying  to  reduce  the 
fall  to  145.7  at  7,700.74  in  mid¬ 
afternoon  trading. 

The  domino  effect  started  in 
Tokyo  after  news  that 
Toshoku,  a  big  Japanese  food 
supplier,  had  been  allowed  to 
go  to  the  wafi.  This  prompted 
fears  that  the  banks  had 
started  to  get  tough  with 
borrowers  and  that  other  big 
companies  may  go  bust  The 
Nikkei  225  fell  more  than  1,000 
points  at  one  stage,  before 
ending  846  down  at  15314,89. 
The  Hang  Seng  in  Hong  Kong 
dropped  almost  350  prints  to 
10.405.81,  while  tiie  elections  in 
Sou  til  Korea  created  fresh 


worries  about  the  viability  of 
the  economic  rescue  package 
put  together  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Monetary  Fund. 

But  it  was  always  going  to 
be  a  nervous  day  in  London 
with  the  Stock  Exchange’s  new 
computerised  trading  system. 
Sets,  being  put  to  the  test  by 
the  double-witching  hour  that 
marks  the  expiry  of  the  op¬ 
tions  and  financial  futures  in 
London. 

In  the  event,  it  passed  the 
test  without  any  signs  of  tiie 
market  manipulation  for 
which  two  traders  at  JP 
Morgan  had  been  sacked  on 
Thursday. 

But  just  as  the  London 
market  showed  signs  of  recov¬ 
ery  it  was  hit  by  fresh  falls  on 
Wall  Street.  Blue  chips  bore 
the  brunt  of  the  losses  in 
London  where  of  the  top  100 
companies  only  nine  managed 
to  finish  the  session  in  positive 
territory. _ 

Stock  market,  page  27 


Barclay’s  application 
for  casino  refused 

By  Raymond  Snoddy,  media  editor 

casino  licence  to  a  new  central 
London  venue.  Mr  Barclays 
case  is  that  the  Ritz  Hotel 
should  hare  a  casino  licence  as 
part  of  the  tourist  attractions 
of  Central  London.  The  com¬ 
pany  that  made  the  applica¬ 
tion.  Ritz  Hotel  Casinos, 
which  is  backed  hy  Aidan 
Barclay's  own  funds,  found  it 
difficult  to  prove  a  demand  for 
a  casino  in  the  Ritz  because  it 
was  unable  to  advertise  its 
application. 


AIDAN  BARCLAY,  son  of  the 
multimillionaire  businessman 
David  Barclay,  has  had  his 
application  far  a  casino  licence 
far  London's  Ritz  Hotel  turned 
dawn  by  magistrates. 

Horseferry  Magistrates  yes¬ 
terday  rejected  Mr  Barclay's 
application  oh  the  grounds 
that  he  had  foiled  to  make  a 
case  that  there  was  public 
demand  far  another  top-class 
casino  in  the  area.  Under  1968 
legislation  magistrates  have 
an  additional  discretion  they 
can  use  to  grant  a  licence. 
They  declined  to  exercise  it  in 
Mr  Barclays  favour.  An  ap¬ 
peal  against  tiie  decision  to  the 
Crown  Court  is  now  likely. 

Mr  Barclay’s  father  and 
unde  own  the  Ritz  Hotel  but 
the  present  casino  in  the 
basement  is  operated  by 
London  Clubs  Internal] onaL 
The  lease  is  about  to  run  out 
and  London  Clubs  is  taking  its 
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TransTec 
directors 
raise  stakes 

A  PAIR  of  directors  at 
TransTec,  the  engineering  com¬ 
pany  founded  by  Geoffrey  Rob¬ 
inson,  now  Paymaster  General, 
have  raised  their  stakes  in  the 
group.  The  two  purchases  were 
made  after  a  19p  fall  in  the 
shares  to  67*2  p  on  Thursday 
(Chris  Ayres  writes). 

The  company,  whose  shares 
were  1 19b  p  earlier  this  year, 
has  suffered  partly  from  the 
controversy  over  Mr  Robin¬ 
son’s  financial  affairs.  The  Pay¬ 
master  General  has  been  under 
fire  over  the  purchase  of  E125 
million  worth  of  TransTec 
shares  by  an  offshore  trust  of 
which  he  is  a  benefidaiy. 

Yesterday  Bill  Jeffrey,  fi¬ 
nance  director,  and  Richard 
Rim  in  gt  on,  deputy  chairman, 
took  advantage  of  the  share 
price  fall  to  lift  their  stakes.  Mr 
Jeffrey  bought  shares  worth 
E21.000  and  Mr  Rimington 
made  a  E7.700  purchase.  The 
shares  closed  up  lOp  at  77hp. 


Hambros  sells  bank  for  £300m 


By  Jason  Nissfe 


HAMBROS  yesterday  ended 
158  years  of  tradition  by  sdling 
its  merchant  banking  opera¬ 
tions  to  Sbcfete  G6nri-ale.  tiie 
French  bank,  for  £300  million. 

Sir  Chips  Keswick,  tiie 
Hambros  chairman  who  has 
spent  32  years  with  the  bank, 
said  it  was  a  hard  decision  to 
make  but  the  price  offered, 
which  represents  an  £18  toil- 
lion  premium  to  the  bank's  net 
assets,  was  too  good.  “We  had 
to  deride  whether  the  share¬ 
holder  value  offered  by  the 


deal  could  be  matched  by- 
staying  independent,"  said  Sir 
Chips.  "We  concluded  it  could  * 
not  in  the  foreseeable  future.” 

Regent  Pacific,  the  Hong 
Kong  investment  group  that 
_  it  a  3  per  cent  stake  last 
and  pressed  Hambros  to 
itself  up,  saluted  tiie 
deal.  Julian  Mayo,  of  Regent 
said:  “They  could  have  got 
better  value  a  year  ago  when 
we  first  suggested  a  break-up. 
This  has  been  a  wasted  year." 

The  deal  leaves  Hambros  as 


a  holding  company  with  about 
£250  million  of  cash,  majority 
stakes  in  two  public  com¬ 
panies  —  Hambro  Country¬ 
wide  and  Hambro  Insurance 
Services  —  a  44  per  cent  stake 
in  Hambro  Guinness  Flight 
the  fund  manager,  plus  £130 
million  of  investments. 

Simon  Leatiies,  who  takes 
over  as  chief  executive  of 
Hambros  as  part  of  the  deal, 
said  it  would  review  the  best 
way  of  selling  its  stakes, 
“dearly  there  would  be  a 


control  premium  if  we  sold  the 
holdings  to  someone  who 
would  make  a  bid  for  either  of 
the  companies,  but  it  may  be 
that  it  is  best  merely  to  hand 
the  shares  out  to  sharehold¬ 
ers,"  said  Mr  Leatiies. 

Hambros  will  also  look  at 
the  best  way  of  distributing 
the  E3Q0  million  proceeds  of 
the  SbcGen  sale  to  sharehold¬ 
ers  next  year  without  incur¬ 
ring  too  large  a  tax  bill. _ 

Commentary,  page  25 
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id  Roster  Myers.  The 


acquisition. 

Brent  Walker  quietiy  slipped  min 
receivership— a  briated  casualtyof 
cavalier  1980s’  expansitm.  Ttte 
croup's  last' major  asset  the  wil- 
Eain  Hill  betting  chain,  was  »W 
recently,  leavmg.liffiemore  t^a 
shdL  George  waBrer  buut  Brent 
Walker  into  one  of  tiie  UK’s  biggest 

leisure  and  property  groups,  with 
interests  from  pubs,  casinos  and 
film  financing  to  property  dev^-. 
nrents  indudmg  the  Brighteai 

Trains,  ope  of  the  three 

■■sdSijaKesass. 

^Scotland  for  £395  million,  netting 
a  handsome  profit  for  Nomura, 


which  bought  it  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  just  over  two  years  again  the 

Square  Mile.  Hansgeorg  Hoffman 
resigned  as  chairman  of  Dresdner 
Klemwort  Benson  amid  allegations 
of  tax  evasion,  while  JP  Morgan 
was  hit  with  a  £350.000  fine  for 
market  manipulation.  Two  traders 
hare  been  dismissed. 

'  Not  a  good  week  for  Danka 
Business  Systems,  the  AngfoAzner- 
icaii  photocopier  company,  wlndi 
'  saw  its  shares  drop  60  per  cent  in 
one  day  on  a  wanting  over  sales.  An 
even  worse  week  for  Sir  Peter 
.Davis,  chief  executive  of  Prudential 
Corporation^  whkh  was  lambasted 
by  the  Financial  Services  Autiiority 
oyer  ride  breaches  and  shabby 
conduct  Arthur  Andersen  and  An¬ 


dersen  Consulting  renewed  efforts 
to  go  their  separate  ways. 

British  Airways  dipped  and 
soared  its  way  through  the  week, 
k»pig  to  Sir  Freddie  laker  in  an 
American  court  action  involving 
landing  slots  at  Gatwick,  then 
winning  clearance  to  fly  to  Denver 
—  the  list  non-stop  route  available 
.'  under  .tiie  bilateral  UK-US  treaty. 
Virgin  Atlantic  wanted  to  fly  to  Las 
Vegas  instead.  BA  denied  bizarre 
reports  that  one  of  its  planes 
.  landing  at  Marrakesh  generated 
tiie  windstorm  which  sent  Richard 
Branson's  balloon  whirling  info  the 
sky. 

SBC  Warburg  Dillon  Read 
emerged  -as  the  '“friendly"  party 
Interested  in  bidding  £500  million 


for  Christie's  International,  the  fine 
art  auctioneer.  The  bid  would  be 
made  on  behalf  of  a  consortium  of 
wealthy  private  individuals.  Discus¬ 
sions  are  at  an  eaily  stage. 

Some  tidy  Christinas  handouts 
an  round.  Terry  Green,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Debenhams.  soon  to  be 
demerged  from  Burton  Group,  was 
toasting  a  £3  million  Christmas 
payout  while  Richard  Oster.  for¬ 
mer  long-serving  head  of  Cookson 
Group,  was  in  line  for  much  the 
same  —  three  months  after  board- 
room  disagreements  cost  him  Ms 
job. 

Retailers  will  be  praying  some  of 
ft  finds  ft$  way  into  their  tills. 

Jon  Ashworth 
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•  latest  Nokia  GSM  Phone 
9  3  J  hours  talk  time 
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BAT  hit  as  secret  documents  appear  on  Net 


From  Oliver  august 
in  newyork 

BAT  shares  fell  4  per  cenr  yesterday  after  an 
innocent-looking  posting  on  the  rnterner. 

The  leading  US  tobacco  companies  agreed  an 
immunity  d'eai  with  government  lawyers 
earlier  this  year  to  protect  them  against 
prosecution  over  health  problems  resulting 
from  smoking.  It  was  like  a  “get  out  of  jail  free 
card  in  a  billion-dollar  monopoly  game.  But 
secret  documents  published  on  the  Internet  by  a 
Congressman  this  week  could  yet  prevent  the 
companies  from  passing  go. 

The  “get  out  of  jail”  card  was  not  entirely  free. 


The  $368.5  billion  (£220  billion)  they  agreed  to 
pay  over  25  years  is,  however,  deemed  to  be  a 
cheap  insurance  policy,  given  the  litigious 
nature  of  US  consumers  coupled  with  the 
growing  hatred  of  smoking  in  America. 

The  settlement  would  bar  future  class  action 
cases  against  the  tobacco  industry',  immunise  it 
from  punitive  damages  in  lawsuits  alleging 
past  misconduct,  and  cap  legal  payouts  at  $5 
billion  a  year. 

The  deal  has  yet  id  be  approved  by  the  US 
Congress  —  and  that  looks  increasingly 
unlikely  now.  Congressmen  made  use  of 
special  subpoena  powers  to  obtain  and  then 
publish  834  sensitive  company  documents.  The 


documents  reach  back  to  the  1950s  and  cover 
subjects  the  companies  strived  for  decades  to 
keep  out  of  die  limelight.  Internal  memos  and 
lawyers'  letters  reveal  the  handling  of  research 
dealing  with  cancer  and  underage  smoking. 

While  the  documents  failed  ,  to  turn  up  a 
"smoking  gun”,  they  are  likely  to  incite  new 
public  outrage.  Congress,  which  is  facing 
elections  next  year,  may  delay  the  deal 
indefinitely.  Henry  Waxman,  a  Democratic 
representative  from  California,  said:  “This 
makes  it  more  difficult  for  Congress  to  vote  for 
immunity.  It  shows  industry  attorneys  imple¬ 
menting  a  strategy  of  false  science  in  order  to 
mislead  the  American  people." 


Tour  firms 
welcome 
report 
by  MMC 


By  Paul  Durman 


THE  leading  travel  companies 
warmly  welcomed  the  Monop¬ 
olies  and  Mergers  Commission 
repon  that  broadly  clears  the 
industry  of  abusing  marker 
power  to  the  disadvantage  of 
consumers. 

In  a  falling  stock  market, 
shares  in  Airtours,  which  owns 
the  Going  Places  travel  agents, 
rose  17’jp  to  £1220.  First 
Choice,  die  only  major  tour 
operator  without  a  travel  agen¬ 
cy  arm.  rose  2p  to  99p. 

At  one  stage  it  was  suggested 
that  the  MMC  inquirycould 
lead  to  a  break-up  of  vertically 
integrated  groups  such  as 
Airtours.  Thomson  (which 
owns  Lunn  Poly)  and  Thomas 
Cook  (owner  of  Sunworld). 

But  although  the  MMC  re- 

New  rules 
on  credit 
transfers 
proposed 

By  Susan  Emmeit 

BANKS  transferring 
money  across  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  stick  to  a  time 
frame  or  pay  interest  if 
proposals  published  in  a 
Treasury  consultation  doc¬ 
ument  yesterday  are 
introduced. 

The  document  sets  out 
proposals  for  implement¬ 
ing  an  EC  directive  aiming 
to  raise  the  standards  of 
credit  transfers  of  up  to 
£30.000  between  member 
states.  The  directive  came  I 
into  force  in  February  and  | 
must  be  implemented  no 
later  than  August  1999.  I 
Cross-border  transfers  I 
are  becoming  increasingly  ! 
popular  and  Treasury  pro¬ 
posals  specify  that  unless 
transfers  are  credited  with¬ 
in  six  working  days  or  an 
agreed  time  scale,  the  bank 
responsible  for  sending  the 
money  will  be  charged 
interest  The  bank  will  also 
be  required  to  reimburse 
the  customer  making  the 
transfer  if  the  money  fails 
to  reach  its  destination. 

Under  the  new  propos¬ 
als,  all  charges  for  the 
transfer  will  be  paid  by  the 
person  sending  the  money. 
The  bank  receiving  the 
cash  cannot  deduct 
charges  unless  requested 
to  do  so.  If  double-charg¬ 
ing  does  occur,  the  banks 
are  required  to  reimburse 
the  excess  fees. 

Helen  Liddell.  Economic 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
said:  “Banks  in  all  coun¬ 
tries  need  to  work  to  the 
same  standards  to  satisfy 
their  customers.  Implemen¬ 
tation  of  this  directive  will 
help  us  to  achieve  this." 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

^  There  was  an  air 
of  personal  poignancy: 
Sir  David  Alliance  built 
Coats  almost 
single-handedly 
through  a  remarkable 
series  of  agreed 
takeovers.  Now  he  was 
dismantling  his  own 
handiwork.  If  anything 
signified  the  end  of  an 
industrial  era.  the  age  of 
the  conglomerate,  this 
was  it ...  ^ 

Business  —  The  Sunday 
Times:,  tomorrow 


port  published  yesterday  iden¬ 
tifies  a  number  of  abuses,  it 
concludes:  "We  have  not 
found  there  are  sufficient 
grounds  for  condeming  verti¬ 
cal  integration  as  a  whole.” 
The  MMC  said  it  was.  there¬ 
fore.  unjustified  and  inappro¬ 
priate  to  consider  drastic 
structural  remedies. 

Paul  Brett,  chairman  of 
Thomson  Travel  Group,  said: 
“The  MMC  felt  that  vertical 
integration  was  more  likely 
than  not  to  result  in  keener 
prices  and  wider  choice.” 

Thomson  yesterday  paid  32 
billion  Swedish  kroner  (£260 
million)  id  follow  Airtours  into 
the  Scandinavian  market  by 
buying  Fritidsresor.  This 
Swedish  company  sold  1J 
million  holidays  this  year. 

Airtours  and  the  other  com¬ 
panies  were  generally  dismis¬ 
sive  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry's  claim 
that  holiday  prices  will  fall 
because  of  the  three  changes  it 
is  demanding.  It  intends  to 
prohibit  linking  the  sale  of 
travel  insurance  to  holiday 
discounts,  and  to  outlaw  die 
“most  favoured  customer" 
agreements  that  tour  opera¬ 
tors  impose  on  travel  agents.  It 
also  warns  travel  agents  to 
clearly  identify  their  owner¬ 
ship  relationship  with  tour 
companies  within  the  same 
group. 

Airtours  said  it  did  not 
expect  the  changes  will  materi¬ 
ally  affect  its  UK  business. 
Tim  Byrne,  finance  director  of 
Airtours,  said:  “It  has  got  to  be 
one  of  the  most  competitive 
industries  in  the  world.  There 
cant  be  many  industries 
where  you  can  buy  a  better 
product  20  years  later  for  a 
better  price  in  real  terms.” 

Commentary,  page  25 


Roy  Amos,  left,  and  Roger  Akers  have  seen  profits  squeezed  by  the  strong  pound 

Manders  agrees  £100m  bid 


MANDERS,  the  UK  printing 
inks  and  coatings  company, 
has  succumbed  to  a  £100 
million  takeover  bid  by  Flint 
Ink  Corporation,  of  America. 

Yesterday  Flint  announced 
an  agreed  250p  a  share  cash 
offer  for  Manders.  This  has 
already  attracted  acceptances 
from  institutional  investors 
who  speak  for  about  34  per 
cent  of  the  ordinary  shares. 
Hint  is  also  offering  lOOp  cash 
for  each  preference  share.  The 


Rivals  unite  for 
study  into  BBC 

By  Raymond  Snoddy,  media  editor 


By  Martin  Barrow 

ordinary  offer  represents  a  65 
per  cent  premium  to  Thurs¬ 
day's  middle  market  price  of 
151  bp.  Manders  directors 
have  also  accepted  the  offer  in 
respect  of  their  combined 
holding  of  219210  shares. 

Roy  Amos,  Manders  chair¬ 
man,  said:  “We  have  known 
Flint  for  many  years  and  we 
are  enthusiastic  about  the 
combination,  which  will  cre¬ 
ate  a  group  with  an  enhanced 
ability  to  compete  effectively 


Revenue  in  Broken  Hill  set 

rowover  r  , 

repayments  for  more  disposals 


on  an  international  basis.” 
Manders,  from  which  Roger 
Akers  retires  as  chief  executive 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  has 
seen  its  share  price  fall  steadi¬ 
ly  since  1994,  when  it  reached 
a  peak  of  403p. 

Profits  have  fallen  sharply, 
affected  by  competition  from 
bigger  US  and  European  ri¬ 
vals.  Manders  this  year  issued 
a  warning  that  profits  would 
be  hit  by  a  margin  squeeze 
caused  by  the  strong  pound. 


The  documents  show  that  as  recently  as  1990 
the  industry  was  seeking  $100,000  to  study  the 
“characteristics  of  children”' and  how  they 
dedde  to  smoke.  Scientific  information  was 
commissioned  on  the  understanding  that  it 
■would  be  favourable  to  the  industry.  Sara  Witt, 
an  industry  lawyer,  is  quoted  as  saying: 
“Maybe  the  approach  oughtto  be  advocacy  first 
and  science  second.” 

The  publishing  of  the  834  documents  may 
only  be  the  start  for  anti-tobacco  campaigners. 
They  are  working  to  obtain  millions  of  archive 
papers.  But  the  tobacco  lobby  is  fighting  bade, 
planning  a  mu Itimillion-doliar  advertising 
campaign  in  the  US  earfy  next  year.' 


Digital 
licences 
granted 
to  BDB 

By  Raymond  Snoddy 

MEDIA  EDITOR 

THE  Independent  Television 
Commission  has  cleared  the 
way  for  the  launch  of  digital 
terrestrial  television  in  the  UK 
by  granting  the  main  commer¬ 
cial  digital  licences  to  British 
Digital  Broadcasting  (BDB). 

The  decision  to  hand  over 
the  licences  to  BDB,  a  joint 
venture  between  the  two  larg¬ 
est  ITV  companies,  Carlton 
and  Granada,  was  taken  even 
though  final  clearances  have 
not  yet  been  'received  from  the 
Brussels  Commission. 

BDB  plans  to  launch 
around  15  channels  in  the  final 
quarter  of  next  year  —  chan¬ 
nels  that  can  be  received  via 
ordinary  television  aerials, 
rather  than  satellite  dishes  or 
cable  connections. 

The  1TC  decided  to  grant 
the  necessary  licences  after  it 
received  a  letter  from  the 
European  Commission  sug¬ 
gesting,  that  the  conditions  die 
rrc  planned  to  impose  on  the 
venture  were  accetable  and 
compatible  with'EC  law. 

The  two  main  conditions 
are  that  BDB's  programme 
supply  agreement  with  BSkyB 
should  last  for  five  years 
rather  than  the  seven  origmal- 
ly  envisaged.  Sport  and  movie 
channels  from  BSkyB,  in 
which  News  International 
owner  of  The  Times,  has  a  40 
per  cent  stake,  are  seen  as 
important  to  the  viability  of 
digital  terrestrial  television  in 
the  UK  The  second  condition 
would  prevent  directors  from  . 
BSkyB  sitting  on  the  board  of 
BDB  and  vice  versa.  BDBhas . 
no  problem  with  either  condi¬ 
tion  and.  believes  that  its 
business  plans  have  emerged 
intact  from  die  regulatory 
process. 

Yesterday  the  European 
Commission  said  the  EU  had 
not  yet  cleared  BDB.  Officials 
said  that  Karel  van  Miert,  the 
competition  commissioner, 
has  asked  for  the  analysis  of 
the  case  to  continue.  Both  the 
1TC  and  BDB  believe  that  the 
main  outstanding  issues  have 
been  resolved  and  that  only  a 
formal,  final  process  is  now 
needed. 


row  over 


A  NUMBER  of  media  groups 
concerned  about  the  increasing 
commercial  activities  of  the 
BBC  have  derided  to  commis¬ 
sion  an  independent  study  on 
the  issue.  The  aim  is  to  make 
representations  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  what  the  companies 
believe  are  market  distortions 
being  caused  by  the  BBC. 

The  derision  to  launch  a 
campaign  has  been  made  by 
representatives  of  the  ITV  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Commercial 
Radio  Companies  Association. 
Emap  Consumer  Magazines. 
National  Magazines  and 
BSkyB.  the  satellite  broadcast¬ 
er  in  which  News  Internation¬ 
al.  owner  of  77ie  Times,  has  a 
40  per  cent  stake. 

The  groups  derided  that 
they  shared  a  common  view  of 
the  commercial  activities  of 


the  BBC  and  plan  to  make 
representations  to  die  Culture. 
Media  and  Sport  Select  Com¬ 
mittee.  which  plans  to  start 
looking  into  the  entire  future 
of  the  audio  visual  industries 
in  the  UK  after  Christmas. 

The  problem  is  a  complex 
one  because  successive  gov¬ 
ernments  have  asked  the  BBC 
to  expand  its  commercial  in¬ 
terests  as  much  as  possible  as 
a  way  of  best  exploiting  assets 
created  by  licence-fee  pay¬ 
ments  over  the  years.  Politi¬ 
cians  also  want  the  BBC  id 
supplement  the  licence  fee  and 
prevent  it  rising  as  much  as  it 
otherwise  would. 

The  Corporation  insists  that 
accounting  on  its  commercial 
activities  is  transparent  and 
does  not  involve  direct  cross¬ 
subsidy  from  the  licence  fee. 


THE  Inland  Revenue  yes¬ 
terday  conceded  that  it  will 
have  to  repay  tax  plus  inter¬ 
est  to  holders  of  certain 
offshore  insurance  bonds 
after  its  defeat  in  the  House 
of  Lords  in  July  (Gavin 
Lumsden  writes). 

However,  it  was  immed¬ 
iately  embroiled  in  a  row  as 
the  tax  expert  who  success¬ 
fully  challenged  its  attempts 
to  tax  non-UK  residents 
investing  in  personal  portfo¬ 
lio  bonds  disputed  the  num¬ 
bers  involved 

A'  Revenue  spokesman  said 
compensation  payments 
would  focus  on  just  “hun¬ 
dreds”  of  investors.  However. 
Professor  Peter  Willoughby, 
the  tax  consultant  who  won 
his  case  against  the  Revenue, 
claimed  3500  people  were 
involved. 


By  George  Sivell 


THE  stream  of  disposals  at 
Broken  HiU,  the  Australian 
steel,  mining  and  oil  giant, 
looks  set  to  continue  after  the 
company  said  sales  of  about 
one  tenth  of  its  business,  assets 
of  A$4  billion  (£1.6  billion), 
were  not  out  of  the  question. 

The  disposal  news  came  as 
BHP  reported  a  better  than 
expected  net  profir  of  A$793 
million  for  the  six  months  to 
November  30,  including  A$99 
million  in  one-off  gains.  The 
figure  was  almost  the  same  as 
a  year  ago,  but  was  well  ahead 
of  recent  forecasts. 

BHPS  core  minerals  and 
petroleum  assets  again  stood 
out,  especially  Australian  and 
Irish  Sea  oil  and  gas  fields, 
and  Australian  coal  and  iron 
ore.  John  Prescott,  managing 
director,  said  BHP  would 


build  its  future  around  these 
assets  and  was  ready  to  sell 
non-core  and  poorly  perform¬ 
ing  businesses. 

BHP  has  total  assets  of 
about  A$37  billion. 

Mr  Prescott  said:  “Anything 
that  does  not  give  us  the 
performance  that  sharehold¬ 
ers  expect  will  be  reviewed 
and  will  be  put  up  for  sale.” 
On  brokers'  predictions  that 
BHP  would  sell  a  further  A$4 
billion  of  assets,  he  said:  “The 
magnitude  is  not  out  oF  court.” 
About  A$3  billion  of  assets 
have  gone  from  the  balance 
sheet  in  the  past  IS  months. 

BHP  shares  ended  the  day 
down  14  cents  at  A$13.66.  They 
have  fallen  in  six  months  from 
A$20  because  of  weak  profits, 
high  costs,  and  low  commod¬ 
ity  prices. 


Losses  deepen  at 
discount  retailer 

WEW  the  discount  retailer,  suffered  a  loss  before  tax  of  £&5 

:  ssasBCfe 

war  JofmVfeser.  the  WEW  chairman,  said that  toe  group 
had“a  turbulent  period  over  the  last  ^mondis.^  add^ 
that  the  new  management  team  was 
round  the  group's  trading  position  and  the  board  was  facing 
Sfo^th  confidence”.  WEW  *  now  fofiyo«Tted  by 

Brown  &  Jackson  whose  shares  a 

Mr  Visser  said  the  disappointing  resnlis  reflected  a 
particularly  difficult  spring/summer  season  m  which  toe 
.Soup  embarked  on  an  aggressive  discount  policy  that  had  a 
downward  effect  on  margins,  anddtd  notgmeratetoe 
additional  sales  volumes  expected.  The  directors  had  since 
carried  out  a  fundamental  review  of  the  pricing  structure, 
which  led  to  “a  significant  reduction  in  the  prices  of  key  lines 
for  the  forthcoming  year".  A  fundamental  review  of  the. 
group's  store  portfolio  led  to  a  number  of  stores  bring 
identified  as  not  compatible  with  business  requirements  ana 
a  provision  of  £3.7  million  has  been  made  in  this  year's 
accounts  to  cover  toe  expected  dosure  costs  of  these  stores. 

Airlines  join  forces 

AUTALIA  is  to  join  the  partnership  between  KLM  Royal 
Dutch  Airlines  and  Northwest  Airlines  Corp  of  the 
United  States  as  part  of  the  broader  strategic  alliance 
between  the'Italian  and  Dutch  carriers.  Alitalia  and  KLM 
said  in  a  joint  statement  that  their  own.  partnership  would 
become  operational  in  November  next  year,  when  the 
:  enlarged-airport  at  Malpensa- in  Italy  is  due  to  be  opened. 
KLM  Royal  Dutch  Airlines  has  stated  that  the  forging  of 
an  alliance  with  an  Asian  airline  will  be  one  of  its  main 
priorities  next  year. 

Casinos  acquisition 

HARRAH’S  Entertainment  is  to  acquire  Showboat  in  a  deal 
valued  at  $12  billion  (£710  million)  in  cash  arid  longterm 
debt  Harrah’s  has  agreed  to  pay  $519  million,  or  $30.75  a 
share,  in  cash,  and  assume  $635  million  of  the  company's 
debt  The  deal  creates  the  world's  largest  gaming  company, 
with  casino  revenues  estimated  at  about  $2  billion  and  total' 
revenues  of  about  $22  billion,  according  to  Hanah's. 
Showboat  owns  and  operates  casinos  In  Atlanic  City  and  Las 
Vegas.  Hanah's  operates  casinos  in  Las  Vegas.  Reno,  Lake 
Tahoe,  Laughlm  and  Atlantic  City. 

Great  Portland  buys 

GREAT  PORTLAND  ESTATES,  the  property  company, 
yesterday  announced  acquisitions  worth  a  total  of  £75 
million-  The  company  is  acquiring  the  private  company 
that  owns  the  Queens  Arcade  Shopping  Centre  in  Cardiff 
for  a  nominal  sum  phis  £54  million  of  debts.  In  addition 
Great  Antland  is  to  pay  £20.4  million  for  a  312200  sq  ft 
warehouse  development  nearing  completion,  at 
Severnside  Distribution  Park.  Bristol.  The  finished 
.  bufidingistDbeJet.for25yearstoMatthewClarkatarent 
of  £L55  million  a  year. 

Dawnay,  Day  court  win 

DAWNAY,  DAY  &.CO,  toe  financial  services  group,  has 
succeeded, .in  a  hearin&  at  the  High  Court  in  its  bid  to 
*  prevent  ■  Cantor^^^^ald,  a  competitor,  from  using  toe 
Dawna^'I^y.  ^nahie  for  its  European  braid  broking 
businessTtfawnay;  Day  Securities  was  formed  as  a  joint 
venture  Between  toe  firm  and  three  broker  managers  in 
i992^  The  managers  -defected  to  Cantor  earlier  this  year. 
Guy  Naggar.  thechairraan  of  Dawnay,  Day,  said  that  If  the 
.  ruling  had  alldwed  Cantor  to  use  toe  name  it  would  have 
caused  "‘dfaos"  in  the  industry.  ; 

Eurotherm  in  £3.4m  deal 

EUROTTlERM,  toe  electronic  equipment  group  based  in 
Sussex,  has  acquired  ASB,  the  German  company,  for  DM10 
million  (£3.4  million).  ASB  designs  and  manufactures  servo 
drives  m  the  spedalist  market  for  high-performance, 
dynamic  control  of  fast-response  servo  motors.  Its  operations 
and  product  range'  wffl-  be  integrated  within  Eurotherm's 
driyes.tovisiqn.  Eurptherm  said  that  ASB*S  sales  in  toe  1997 
year  were  about  DM10  million.  Shares  in  Euratherm  rose 
from  365p  to  366 bp  yesterday. 

Cleveland  placing 

CLEVELAND  TRUST,  the  industrial  property  group  that 
specialises  in  regional  ports,  has  received  applications  for  47 
per  centof  the  Shares  available  in  its  £9.1  million  placing  and 
open  offer.  The  new  Cleveland  ordinary  shares  not 
subscribed  for  by  qualifying  shareholders  under  toe  open 
offer  have  been  placed  with  institutional  investors  by  UBS 
and  Sutherlands.  Shares  in  Cleveland  Trust  remained 
unchanged  at  lOGp  yesterday.  Cleveland  offered  almost  S.9 
million  shares  at  102p  a  share. 

Boxmore  to  expand 

BOXMORE  INTERNATIONAL,  toe  specialist  packaging 
group,  plans  to  invest  £16  million  in  the  expansion  of  its 
Belfast  healthcare  packaging  operation,  creating  60  jobs  and 
securing  the  employment  of  toe  company's  current  180  staff. 
The  investment  will  be  backed  by  ah  Industrial  Development 
Board  support  package  of  £2.9  million  in  toe  development  of 
a  packaging  manufacturing  facfljiy  for  the  supply  of  printed 
packaging  to  the  pharmaceutical  and  healthcare  sector.  The 
development  will  involve  building  a  new  factory. 

Lloyd’s  names 

A  report  (December  13)  incorrectly  stated  that  High  Court 
proceedings  in  which  627  Lloyd's  names  were  involved  were 
bankruptcy  proceedings.  They  were  not.  but  involved  toe 
court  considering  claims  against  toe  names.  i 


Results  add  to  share  price  gloom  for  investors  after  profit  warning  from  Reebok 

Nike  decline  sees  training  shoes  down  at  heel 


From  Oliver  august  in  new  york 


Adidas  bade  Prince  Nascent 


NEW  YORK’S  Times  Square  is  usual¬ 
ly  filled  with  Braadu-ay  thearre  goers 
bur  in  December  the  throngs  of  tourist 
are  crowding  around  a  small  shop 
between  two  glitzy  cinemas. 

The  Foot  Locker,  arguably  the  sports 
retailer  with  the  world’s  best  sales  spot, 
is  more  crowded  than  Wimbledon  on  a 
sunny  day  in  July.  Shoppers  are  being 
turned  away  at  the  door. 

Sports  brands  including  Nike  and 
Adidas  are  having  one  of  the  best 
Christmas  shopping  seasons  on  record 
but  analysts  do  not  expect  toe  com¬ 
panies  to  have  a  soft  landing  after 
Boxing  Day.  The  industry  is  beset  by 
sales  worries  that  yesterday  led  to 


sharp  share  price  declines  in  Europe 
and  America.  The  manufacturers' 
worries  are  also  likely  to  affect  toe 
performance  of  retail  chains. 

The  sell-off  of  sports  brands  starred 
with  a  Wall  Street  announcement  early 
yesterday  morning  that  Nike  profits 
had  fallen  20  per  cent.  Before  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange  had  digested  toe 
news.  Adidas  shares  in  Germany  fell  S 
per  cent.  Bemd.  Janssen,  of  UBS  in 
Frankfurt,  said:  “The  Nike  results  are 
the  reason." 

Nike  shares  followed  fa  hot  pursuit, 
opening  IQ  per  cent  lower  a  few  hours 
later.  The  share  price  dropped  below 
$40.  lower  than  at  any  point  this  year. 


Not  even  Nike*  announcement  that  it 
will  buy  back  $1  billion,  or  7.7  percent, 
of  its  shares  could  buoy  the  market 

Net  income  at  the  world's  biggest 
trainer  maker  fall  from  $176  million  to 
$141  million  in  the  fourth  quarter. 
Instead  of  a  20  per  cent  drop,  analysts 
had  expected  a  10  per  cenr  increase. 
Profit  forecasts  had  been  lowered  from 
15  per  cent  after  a  profit  warning  in 
September. 

The  profit  fall  was  reflected  in 
declining  orders  that  will  continue 
during  early  1998.  the  company  said. 
.Philip  Knight,  toe  chairman,  said:  "For 
the  balance  of  fiscal  1998.  we  see  higher 
dcseour  sales  on  a  worldwide  tests 


continuing  to  negatively  impact  gross 
margins.''  Reebok.  NIke’s  main  US 
competitor,  gave  a  profit  wanting  last 
week  that  sent  shares  down  13  per  cent 
But  Adidas  may  yet  escape  the  worst  of 
toe  industry  slump  despite  yesterday’s 
share  price  plunge.  Mr  Janssen  said: 
“Adidas  is  still  expecting  strong  growth 
in  US  orders.  The  drop  is  overdone 
because  this  is  an  industry  problem  " 
Nike  shares  have  declined  30  per  rent 
this  year  on  worries  about  the  US  mar¬ 
ket /The  manufacturers  now  acknow-. 
ledge  that  fewer  teenagers  regard 
trainers  as  fashion  items  and  are  foe- 
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under  legalistic  American  utility 
rules,  likely  to  be  asaft  touch  u . 
the  regulator  tries  to  rrfoim  the 
pool  without  legislation. 

StQl  less  may  Patificorp  play 
ball  in  backstairs' political  deals. 
That  is  frnp-  under  an  energy 
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T  he  Monopolies  and  Mag- 
era  Commission’s  verdict 
00  t  .^?est  foreign  take- 
Fver.  UK  electricity  was  as 
meyitable  as  n  is  regrettable. 
Britain  may  be helpings create 
a  monster  by  allowing  Padfi- 
corp-s  bid  for  The  Energy  Group. 

The  former  Hanson  division 
already  married  one  of  the 
industry’s  oddest  couples- 
homely  Eastern  Electricity  and 
Amerca's  Peabody  Coal  The 
ambitious  combined  group  is 
claimed  to  be  the  world’s  biggest 
private  coalminer  and  coal  gen- 
Jg  erator.  That  worries  envirun- 
mentalists  —  and  others. 

'  The  merger  could  favour  a 
better  deal  tor  coal  in  the  UK 
After  acquiring  power  stations 
from  National  Power  and  Power- 
gen,  Eastern  labours  at  the  fare 
where  coal  meets  gas.  It  mntH  be 
open  for  remunerative  deals. 

Maybe  not.  Eastern  is  a  key- 
player  in  the  electricity  pool.  Its 
bids  determine  prices  about  a 
third  of  the  time.  And,  to  the 
chagrin  of  big  energy  users, 
average  pool  and  contract  prices 
have  been  going  up  most  of  the 
time  since  the  divestment  to 
Eastern.  Yet  cost  trends  should 
have  pushed  prices  down. 

A  foreigrvowned  company, 
which  needs  to  maximise  short¬ 
term  cash-flow  to  service  its  ' 
parent's  slagheap  of  debt,  is 
surely  more  likely  to  opt  for  a 
penny-pinching  cost  strategy  and 
a  price  strategy  that  maximises 
short-term  returns  in  the  pool. 
™  Nor  is  a  group  used  to  operating 
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a  power  monster 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


ply,  with  regulation  of  the 
monopolies  in  petween.  Should, 
the  Government  wish  to  change  ' 
this,  for  instance  ,  to  save  a  tot 
pwreofUKcoalaffernextJunei. 
it  would  need  to  resort  to  French-  - 
style  dealmaking. 

ministers  wanted  to  tradg^Mfac 
industry  in  ,  the  direction  of 
energysaving.  If  one  big  player 
was  not  prepared  to.  play,  the 
others  could  not  afford  to. 

.  What  this  amounts  to,  how-  ' 
ever,  is  that  we  do  not  want 
foreigners  becoraing  any  more 
powerful  in ;  such  a  basic  regu-  ' 
Ialed  industry.  The  French  are 
proud  of  such  sentiments..  In 
Britain  they  are  not.  politically 
correct  No  competition  issue 
arose,  so  Margaret  Beckett  had 
to  make  her  mark;  by  referring 
the  agreed  deal  on .  regulatory 
fears.  But  rules  to  ring-fence : 
utility  operations  were  tightened 
after  Hanspn  bought  Eastern,  so 
the  MMC  could  hardly  demur. 


Remember  that  the  MMC was 
happy  for  PoweiGen  arid  Nat¬ 
ional  Power  to  take  catt  regional 
electricity  companies,  but  im¬ 
posed  enough  conditions  to  allow 
a  Tory  ninister  to  veto  die  deals. 
PowerGen  wSl  now  be  pushing 
.to  be  allowed  Eastern-styie  verti- 
oaF  .  integration.  IE  TEG’s 
management  were  independent 
minded,  it  would  now  play 
Patificorp  off  against  PowerGen 
and  others  to  gamer  a  better  bid. 
TheGity  is  not  betting  cn  it. 

Change  as  good  as 
rest  for  travel  firms 

David  'Crossland,  the 
founder  and  power  be¬ 
hind  Airtours,  put  it 
pretty  succinctly  yesterday.  How 
marry  industries  are  actually 
offering  better  products  more 
cheaply,  than  they  were  20  years ' 
ago?  Tblecommunicatians  and 
computers  spring  to  mind.  But 
they  -have  been  spurred  by 


technological  advances.  The  air¬ 
craft  that  fly  from  East  Midlands 
Airport  to  Alicante  are  not 
significantly  different  from  the 
ones-that  flew  in  1977.  The  hotels 
are  .  not  all  that  much  better  and 
the  beaches  no  less  sandy.  Yet 
two  weeks  in  June,  which  cost 
£400  a  head  then,  cost  £350  now. 
This  seems  all  the  more  perverse 
given  that  industry  is  dominated 
by  three  main  operators  who 
would  be  expected  to  collude  on 
prices,  but  dearly,  do  not 

The  fact  that  the  MMC  de¬ 
rided  that  there  should  be  no 
major  shake-up  in  the  travel 
industry  should  not  come  as  a 
suprise.  After  all — as  they  say  in 
tiie  States — if  it  ain’t  broke,  don’t 
fix  it  though  the  MMC  had  a 
good  go  at  trying  to  fix  die 
electrical  retailing  business 
where  only  Dixons  appears  to 
make  money.  Indeed,  for  the 
conclusions  that  were  actually 
reached,  it  seems  tike  a  waste  of 
the  competition  experts’  time. 

Still  you  could  not  have  all 


those  fine  brains  working  for 
many  months  without  one  or  two 
recommendations.  One  is  sen¬ 
sible,  the  other  a  bit  of  a  joke. 
Both  refer  to  transparency,  some¬ 
thing  that  has  often  been  lacking 
in  an  industry  where  even  the 
small  print  on  the  brochure  often 
does  not  make  it  clear  Who  is 
taking  you  away  on  hoiiday. 

The  sensible  recommendation 
is  about  insurance.  - Tour  op¬ 
erators  should  make  dearer  the 
link  between  the  cheap  deals  on 
offer  and  the  insurance-they  sell, 
as  mast  people  have:iio  idea  of 
the  cost  of  two  weeks’  travel 
insurance  for  South  America. 
This  -should  also  be  extended  to 
mortgages,  where  so  many 


surance  at  inflated  prices. 

The  .other  is  on  signage.  The 
MMC  says  that  it  should  be 
made  dear  that,  for  example,  the 
Going  Places  travel  agents  are 
owned  by  Airtours  or  Lurm  Poly 
by  Thomson  Travel  Once  you 


enter  the  shops  it  is  dear  they  are 
offering  a  single  operator’s  prod¬ 
ucts,  not  a  full  range. 

However  if  the  MMC  does 
have  its  way  there  will  be  the 
arousing  sight  of  Thomas  Cook 
shop*  having  to  say  they  are  part 
of  the  WestDeutches  Landes- 
bank  group.  Will  that  help  to 
make  the  consumers  any  better 
informed? 

The  price  of 
tradition 

If  you  look  at  it  one  way. 
Hambros  Bank  is  worm 
more  than  BZW  and  Nat- 
West  Markets  combined.  Of 
course  these  are  not  comparable 
businesses.  Hambros  has  a 
substantial  private  banking  op¬ 
eration  which  —  despite  the  bad 
publicity  suffered  by  Hambros 
corporate  finance  because  of  its 
involvement  in  Andrew  Regan’s 
abortive  bid  for  Co-operative 
Wholesale  —  remains  a  strong 
franchise,  particularly  in  the 
Channel  Islands.  It  also  can 
continue  operating  on  a  sensible 
scale  without  heavy  investment 
But  who  would  believe  that 
Hambros  could  have  sold  its 
“value  impaired”  merchant  bank 
for  a  premium  to  its  net  asset 


value,  particularly  in  the  current 
market  The  price  Hambros 
obtained  is  on  a  par  with  the 
amount  Swiss  Bank  Corporation 
spent  on  SG  Warburg  and 
makes  the  price  Kleinwort  Ben¬ 
son  shareholders  persuaded 
Dresdner  Bank  to  cough  up  — 
which  was  nearly  twice  net  assets 
—  look  particularly  good. 

The  break  up  of  the  rest, 
predicted  here  yesterday,  will 
return  as  much  as  £700  million  to 
shareholders.  This  is  made  up  of 
the  £300  million  SocGen  is  pay¬ 
ing,  the  Hambro  Countrywide 
and  Insurance  Services  stakes, 
worth  £230  million,  the  £130 
million  investment  jportfolfo.  the 
44  per  cent  of  Guinness  Flight 
Hambro,  which  could  easily  com¬ 
mand  £80  million  in  a  sale,  and 
£44  million  of  liabilities.  Even' 
allowing  for  how  much  the  tax 
man  grabs,  the  £460  million 
valuation  the  market  gives  to 
Hambros  looks  churlish. 

Chuiinel  vision 

AT  the  last  time  of  looking,  hell 
had  not  frozen  over.  Yet  the 
dispute  between  TML,  the  build¬ 
ers  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  and 
Eurotunnel  has  been  settled.  A 
deal  has  also  been  struck  to 
extend  Eurotunnel’s  opening  li¬ 
cence  by  34  years.  Tie  group  is 
sound  financially,  the  merger  of 
P&O  and  Stena  has  avoided  a 
price  war  next  summer  and  the 
fast  link  to  Folkestone  may 
actually  be  built  on  time.  Some¬ 
thing  Has  to  go  wrong  soon. 


revamp  sector 


investment  Lonrho  bid  fears  surface 
SSs  after  resignation  at  JCI 
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By  Carl  Mortished 

THE  restructuring  of  Eu¬ 
rope’s  chemicals  industry 
gathered  pace  yesterday  with 
a  flurry  of  deals  totalling  £175 
million  as  players  sought  to 
consolidate  their  position  in 
their  chosen  markets. 

BTP,  the  chemicals  group, 
has  sold  Mydrin,  its  adhesive 
and  textiles  coatings  division, 
to  Bostik,  a  UK  Subsidiary  of 
Total,  the  French  oil  and 
chemicals  group,  for  £86.  nub 
lion.  Simultaneously,  Totalis 
selling  on  Myrdin's  German 
operations  to  National  Starch, 
and  Chemical,  an  IQ  subsid¬ 
iary,  for  £22  mfilfon.  In  turn, 
ICi  is  selling  a  chemical 
intermediates  business  ter  Air 
Products  for  £67  million. 

Mydrin  makes  sohrenf- 
^ based  glues  used  inpackag- 
*ing.  construction,  footwear 
and  electronics.  .  It  is  also  a 
leading  Reducer  of  fire-retar- . 
dam  coatings  for  textiles. 

The  deal  completes  a  year  of 
rapid  change  for  BTP.  The 
chemicals  group  has  spent 
almost  E80  million  buying 
new  businesses  including 
leather  and  speciality  chemi¬ 
cals  operations  from  York¬ 
shire  Group  and  FCR.  an 
American  fine  chemicals  busi¬ 
ness.  Sieve  Hannam,  BTFs 
chief  executive,  said:  “This  is  a 
very  significant  step  in  our 
strategy  of  refocusing  BTP  on 
higher  added  value  speciality 
m  and  fine  chemicals." 

~  Mydrin,  which  has  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  UK  Germany, 
France.  Italy  and  the  US, 
made  profits  of  £6.4  million  m 
the  year  to  March  from  oper¬ 
ating  assets  worth  £43-5 
million. 

The  disposal  will  give  a  £42 
million  boost  to  net  assets  bur 
no  exceptional  profit  or  toss. 


Big  change?:  Charles  Miller  Smith.  Id's  chief  executive 


The  proceeds  will  enable  BTP 
to.  reduce  net  debt  to  £10 
million,  leaving  the  group 
with  gearing  of  just  6  per  cent 
Mr  Hannam  said:  “Tie  addi¬ 
tional  cash  resources  and  bor¬ 
rowing  capacity  available  to 
us  as  a  result  at  this  sale  will 
enable  us  to .  invest  in  fine 
chemicals  growth  and  seek 
further  acquisitions."  . 

ICI  said  that  its  subsidiary 
National  Starch  would  gain 
sales  of  £27  million  with  the 
purchase  of  Mydrm’s  German 
adhesives  business,  strength¬ 


ening  its  position  in  tile  wood¬ 
working  aond  paper-converting 
sectors  in  Germany. 

Cl  ICI,  where  Charles.  Miller 
Smith  is  drief  executive,  has 
sold  its  metoyiamines  and 
derivatives  business  to  Air 
Products  for  £67  xnfllion.  The 
business  has  an  estimated  an¬ 
nual  turnover  of ;  £53  mfllion. 
Air  Products  will  take  on  125 
employees  from  IQ’S  Teesade 
operations  phis  a  plant  site  and 
product  lines. . 

Tempos,  page  27 


Laura  Ashley  agrees  loan 


Atn 


LAURA  ASHLEY,  the  troubled 
fashion  retailer  that  had  been 
in  breach  of  its  loan  agree- 
‘  mems.  has  pteced  its  finances 
on  a  firmer  footing  by  agreeing 
a  new  £70  million  borrowing 
^  facility  with  its  banks  fSee 
•  Commentary,  this  page}. 

The  company  has  also  ap¬ 
pointed  Richard  Pennycnak, 
33,  finance  director  of  JD 
ivetherspoon,  to  replace  James 
Wafsh  as  its  finance  director . 

Laura  Ashley  fell  foul 

hanking  covenants  whenrt 
became  dear  that  it 

*  year  make  a  toss  estimate*3  a* 


ByPaulDubman 

£15  million.  Technically,  this 
would  have  allowed  its  six 
banks  to  call  in  their  loans. 

In  return  for  fees  from 
Laura  Ashley,  the  banks  have 
agreed  to  provide  a  £7Q  mu*, 
lion  committed  facility  until 
April  1999.  The  syndicate  con¬ 
sists  of  the  Bank  of  .Nova  Sco¬ 
tia.  Tokyo  Mitsubishi,  Dai- 
Ichi  Kangyo,  Midland  Bank, 

Salcura  Bank  and. Standard. 
Chartered.  Tte  company  re¬ 
cently  told  analysts  that  it  had- 

debts  of  about  £40  million,  but 

das  is  likely  to  have  fallen  in 
the  ron-up  to  Christmas, 


Mr  Ptennycook  joined 
Wrtherspoon-as  finance  .direc¬ 
tor  two  years  ago.  having 
previously  worked  for  Allders. 
His  retailing  experience  is 
intended  to.  .complement  the 
tumround  .  skills  -  of .  David 
Hoare,  who  last,  month  re¬ 
placed  Ann  Iverson  as  Laura 
Ashley’s  chief  executive. 

Mr  Hoare  has. been  using 
Olivier  Roux,  best-known  .as 
finaniee  director  of  Guinness 
in  the  Ernest  Saunders  era, 
and  Richard  Grogan  to  advise 
on  dealing  with  Laura  Ash¬ 
ley’S  problems,  fri  the  US. 


trust  sector 
suffers  loss 
of  £2.7bn 
of  funds 

*  By  Gavin  Lumsden 

THE  amount  of  money  that 
has  left  toe  investment  trust 

sector  in  the  past  year  leapt  to 

£2.7  hUfian  yesterday  as  US 
arbitrageurs  succeeded  in 
dealing  deathblows  to  two 
international  funds. 

The  £326  million  Kkrawort 
Overseas  Investment  Trust 
(KOIT)  announced  it  would 
turn  itself  into  a  mtit  trust 
after  shareholders,  led  by 
Sierra  Trading  and  supported 
by  Standard  life;  rejected 
reconstruction  proposals 
from  the  trust's  board  that 
would  have  enabled  them  to 
cash  in  60  per  cent  of  their 
stake. 

This  is  the  second  trust 
Ktemwort  Benson  has  lost 
recently.  Last  year  toe  £500 
million  Kleinwort  Benson 
European  Privatisation  Trust 
was  unitised  after  a  furious 
.  bidding  war  between  fund 
managers. 

Meanwhile,  shareholders 
in  the  Overseas  Investment 
Trust,  a  £190  million  fund 
managed  by  Deutsche  Mor- 
gan  Grenfell  voted  against 
continuing  toe  company.  The 
trust  has  performed  poorly 
recently  and  like  KOIT  has 
seen  its  shares  fall  to  wide 
discount  to  its  net  asset  value. 
Morgan  Grenfell's  humilia¬ 
tion  was  deepened  when 
shareholder  rebels,  led  by  the 
Liverpool  Limited  Partner¬ 
ship  and  toe  Westgate  Inter¬ 
national  limited  Partnership, 
two  US  arbitrageurs,  rejected 
.  the  re-election  of  one  of  tbeir 
directors,  James  Fox,  to  toe 
trusfs  board.  Tie  trust  is  now 
likely  tube  turned  into  a  unit 
trust,  enabling  investors  to 
take  cash  or  continue  their 
investment. 

Arbitrageurs  make  money 
by  buying  large  stakes  in 
undervalued  trusts  and  then 
forcing  toe  boards  to  take 
action  to  improve  returns  for 
shareholders,  usually  in  toe 
'form  of  early  termination.  US 
companies,  with  no  ties  to  the 
UK  investment  world,  are 
frequent  players  in  the  action. 
Unlike  UK  institutional  inves¬ 
tors  they  are  prepared  to 
make  enemies  of  the  big  City 
firms  that  managed  invest¬ 
ment  trusts. -They  are  now 
likely  to  turn  their  attention  to 
other  international  invest¬ 
ment  trusts,  such  as  Dunedin 
Worldwide  and  Anglo  Over¬ 
seas.  which  is  also  managed 
by  DMG. 

Although  the  shares  of  most 
investment  trusts  suffer  wide 
discounts,  international  trusts 
are  _  particJuarly  vulnerable 
because  they  are  no  longer  in 
demand  by  institutional 
investors. 


By  Jason  Nissk 

LONRHO’S  attempts  to  agree 
a  £450  million  deal  to  fake 
over  JCI,  toe  South  African 
mining  group,  were  thrown 
into  doubt  yesterday  after  Mti 
Khumalo*  resigned  as  JCl’s 
executive  chairman. 

'  Mr  Khumalo,  a  former 
freedom  fighter  and  prisoner 
on  Robben  Island,  has  been  a 
strong  proponent  of  the  deal  to 
merge  with  Lonrho  and  had 
been  promised  a  sear  on  toe 
conglomerate’s  board  if 
Lonrho's  bid  was  successful. 

After  a  stormy  board  meet¬ 
ing  in  Joharmesberg  yesterday 
morning,  Mr  Khumalo  said 
he  was  stepping  down  as 
executive  chairman  of  JCI 
though  he  will  continue  in  a 
non-executive  role.  His  resig¬ 
nation  was  prompted  by  a  row 
over  JCl’s  potential  250  mil¬ 
lion  rand  (£31  million)'  invest¬ 
ment  in  20  per  cent  of 
Southern  Mining,  a  heavy 


Craven:  restructuring  JCI 

metal  exploration  company. 
Other  directors  bad  accused 
Mr  Khumalo  of  forcing 
through  the  acquisilon  witiv 
out  a  full  board  meeting.  The 
deal,  which  would  have  given 
Mr  Khumalo  a  personal  profit 
of  35  million  rand  has  now 
been  reversed. 

The  row  also  brought  to  the 
surface  tensions  between  Mr 


Khumalo  and  Brett  Kebble, 
the  JCI  director  in  charge  of  its 
gold  mining  operations.  JCI 
has  agreed  to  sell  Mr  Kebble 
some  of  its  gold  assets  and 
swap  toe  rest  with  Anglo 
American,  toe  South  African 
conglomerate  which  owns  26 
per  cent  of  Lonrho's  shares. 

The  European  Community 
recently  approved  the  transfer 
of  the  Lonrho  stake  from 
Anglo  to  JCI.  However,  it 
needs  to  be  approved  by 
shareholders  and  there  is 
speculation  that  other  JCI 
shareholders  —  led  by 
Investec,  the  investment  bank 
— might  block  the  Anglo  deal. 

If  the  JCI  deal  falls  through, 
it  will  put  a  spanner  in  toe 
works  of  toe  restructuring  of 
Lonrho  being  masterminded 
by  Sir  John  Craven,  its  chair¬ 
man.  This  received  a  boost  this 
week  when  Lonrho  sold  its 
Dutton-Forshaw  motor  deal¬ 
erships  chain  to  a  manage¬ 
ment  team  for  £113  million. 


Spanish  to 
buy  UDO 
for  £46m 

GRUPO  PICKING  PACK 
toe  Spanish  stationer,  has 
agreed  to  pay  £46  million  in  a 
200p-a-sbare  cash  bid  for 
UDO,  the  office  supplies  and 
reprographics  group.  Shares 
in  UDO  rose  2fep  to  185p  in 
response. 

GPP  has  a  chain  of  fran¬ 
chised  and  other  stores  selling 
stationery  and  retail  repro¬ 
graphic  services.  It  also  has  a 
warehousing  division  and  a 
logistics  division.  GPP  has 
recently  started  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  network  of 
megastores. 

Carlo  U.  Bonomi,  president 
of  GPP,  said:  "The  acquisition 
of  UDO  represents  the  first 
step  towards  GPP  becoming  a 
pan-European  provider  of  re¬ 
prographic  services  and  office 
supplies." 

UDO  made  £6 -2  million 
before  fax  in  toe  year  to  July 
31  on  sales  of  £583  million 
and  had  net  assets  at  the  end 
of  July  of  £28.1  million. 
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Fresh  air  for  Dale  at  Creightons 


BARRY  DALE,  the  dejWSoH^ 

sharply  <nw  the  post  ^ 

announced  that  Mr  ^ 

active 

inK  of  Cpaghions. 

The  company  2ito  toe  early 

SSSST  A  . 


By  George  Sivell  - 

Mr  Carr  and  his  family' have -sold 
entire  .  shareholdings,  amounting  to 
00&J&96  shares,  to  Mr-Pale  for  almost 
£2SOOOa  or  41.07p  asharo.  . 

Creightons  said  foal. Mr.  Dale  syfll 
concentrate  on  finding  a  substantial 
acquisition  for  the  group.  Mr-  Date  1 s 
currently  a  ntm-eocutive  a  director  of 
Greenafls  and  Triplex  Llpyd.  which  tins 
week  accepted  a  bad  from  Doncasters,  toe 
engineering  group* 

The  d^y-to-day  operational  manage-  • 
ment  of  Creighwns  wiH  remain  in  toe 
hinds  of  Michael  Gubbins.  toe  managing  . 
director,  and  his  team  of  eight  senior  man- 


agerveaeh  of  whom  have  been  offered 
20,000  share  options  in  toe  company 
under,  toe  approved  share  option  scheme. 

At  toe  time  of  the  fundraising  in 
December  1996  Creightons  said  that  in 
the  medium  term,  it  believed  that  the 
prospects  for  the  group  would  be  driven 
by  toe  identification  and  completion  of 
acquisition  opportunities  anu  this  re¬ 
mains  toe  case. 

'  .Creightons  said:  “Mr  Dale  wfllcancen- 
trateon  finding  a  substantial  acquisition 
.for  the  company,  which'  will  propel 
Creightons  to  toe  next  •  stage  of  its 
develcpmenL”  ... 
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26  BUSINESS  NEWS 


All  change  at  Lloyd’s  as 
the  old  guard  bows  out 


Adam  Jones 

assesses  the 
challenges 
facing  the 
market’s 
new  chairman 


The  peaceful  handover 
of  power  that  is  10 
rake  place  in  rhe  boar¬ 
droom  of  Lloyd's  of 
London  at  the  end  of  this 
month  should  be  the  gesture 
rh3f  triumphantly  draws  a  line 
under  the  society’s  former 
troubles. 

The  urbane  and  unflappa¬ 
ble  Sir  David  Rowland  will 
pass  the  chairmanship  to  Max 
Taylor,  an  executive  director  of 
Willis  Conran,  the  insurance 
broker,  knowing  that  under 
his  stewardship,  and  with  the 
aid  of  behind-the-scenes 
heavyweights  such  as  Charles 
Roxburgh,  of  McKinsey.  the 
management  consultants,  and 
Barry  O'Brien,  of  Fresh  fields, 
the  solicitors,  the  insurance 
market  was  steered  through 
the  painful  reconstruction 
made  necessary  by  more  than 
£2  billion  of  losses. 

Yet  the  success  of  the  Lloyd's 
rescue,  and  the  need  to 
modernise  the  market  to  keep 
pace  with  international  com¬ 
petition.  has  created  new  ten¬ 
sions.  rifts  that  are  likely  to 
deepen  in  the  coming  year  as 
Sir  David  begins  his  new  job 
as  President  of  Templeton 
College  at  Oxford  University. 

The  society’s  newest  mem¬ 
bers.  die  companies  and  in¬ 
vestment  vehicles  brought  in 
as  a  fresh  source  of  capital  in 
|0Q4.  believe  that  the  change  of 
chairman  should  be  mirrored 
by  a  change  in  the  pecking 
order  of  investors. 

These  providers  of  “corpo¬ 
rate  capital"  have  started  from 
nothing  ro  become,  in  I99S.  the 
largest' providers  of  money  to 
underwriting  syndicates,  dis¬ 
placing  the  wealthy  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  traditionally 
backed  the  market.  Corpo¬ 
rates  are  now  providing  00  per 
cent  of  rhe  backing,  up  from  44 
per  cent  in  1997. 

The  composition  of  the  rul¬ 
ing  council  body  is  yet  to 
mirror  this  change  and  ir  is  a 


Lloyd's  was  steered  through  its  reconstruction  by  Sir  David  Rowland,  top.  Broker  Max  Taylor  will  succeed  him 


source  nf  discontent.  The  cor¬ 
porate  investors  also  want  the 
abolition  of  the  annual  joint 
venture,  where  investors  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  underwrit¬ 
ing  one  year  at  a  time  rather 
than  continuously,  a  process 
the  corporates  regard  as  an 
expensive  liability  in  spite  of 
the  opposing  claim  that  it  is  a 
uniquely  flexible  system,  al¬ 
lowing  the  market  to  easily 
expand  or  contract  in  good 
and  bad  times. 

Sir  David  has  been  diplo¬ 
matic  on  this  dispute,  al¬ 
though  his  decision  to  switch 
from  traditional,  unlimited- 
liability  underwriting  to  limit¬ 


ed  liability  was  a  nod  in  the 
direction  of  change. 

A  popular  attitude  in  the 
corridors  of  Lime  Street  is  to 
let  market  forces  do  their  job 
without  any  central  interfer¬ 
ence.  If  the  market  shifts  to 
“continuous  capital",  making 
it  in  effect  a  coalition  of  small 
insurance  companies,  then  so 
be  it 

The  calls  for  restructuring 
from  corporate  capital  may  be 
muted  by  upheavals  in  their 
own  backyard,  however.  The 
quoied  funds  that  act  as  a 
channel  for  investors  wanting 
Lloyd's  exposure  are  coming 
under  trentendous  pressure. 


EXCLUSIVE  TIMES  TRAVEL  OFFER 


mainly  from  pessimistic  stock 
market  valuations.  They'  are 
being  pushed  to  consolidate, 
buy  the  underwriting  agencies 
they  supply  with  capital  and 
then  do  the  bulk  of  their 
underwriting  in-house.  Essen¬ 
tially.  they  are  trying  io  be¬ 
come  insurance  companies, 
giving  investors  a  recognis¬ 
able  management  story  to 
focus  on.  rather  than  being  the 
Lloyd's  equivalent  of  a  faceless 
fund  manager. 

Mr  Taylor  will  be  very  keen 
not  to  get  bogged  down  in 
internal  politics.  His  team, 
which  includes  Ron  Sandler, 
the  chief  executive,  is  raring  to 
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gel  away  from  Lloyd’s  historic 
obsession  with  its  capital  base. 
The  mantra  of  "customer  fo¬ 
cus"  is  repeated  frequently. 

One  of  the  most  significant 
advances  on  this  from  in  1997 
was  the  award  of  a  credit  rating 
for  the  first  time,  a  big  selling 
point  overseas.  Mr  Taylor’s 
appointment  which  angered 
some  members  who  wanted  a 
better-known  external  candi¬ 
date.  has  been  justified  in  this 
context.  Lloyd’s,  aware  of  com¬ 
petition  from  Bermuda  and 
elsewhere,  needs  someone  to  go 
out  and  sell  it  to  potential 
customers,  who  tetter  to  do 
that  than  a  broker? 

It  is  a  valid  argument,  and 
Mr  Taylor  is  widely  held  to  be 
a  charismatic  man.  although  it 
is  often  forgotten  that  Sir 
David  had  a  broking  back¬ 
ground  too.  first  with  Mat¬ 
thews  Wrightson.  latterly  as 
chairman  of  Sedgwick. 

Amid  all  the  excitement  of 
change,  it  is  vital  to  bear  in 
mind  that  underwriting  in 
1998  is  likely  to  remain  diffi¬ 
cult.  Syndicate  Ltoderwriting 
Research  Ltd  (SURD  believes 
that  a  miserly  2.9  per  cent 
profit  is  achievable  for  the 
market  next  year. 

Mark  Hewlett,  managing 
director  of  SURL,  said:  “The 
recent  benign  loss  experience 
has  led  to  appalling  competi¬ 
tion.  woefully  reduced  rates 
and  increasingly  liberal  policy 
terms  and  conditions.  Al¬ 
though  we  predict  a  profit  for 
the  market  for  1998.  the  reality 
is  that  our  syndicate  forecasts 
show  a  lot  of  red  ink." 


Sir  Peter  Davis  has  had 
probably  the  worst  week 
of  his  high-profile  busi¬ 
ness  career.  His  company,  the 
largest  life  insurer  in  the  land, 
was  on  Tuesday  the  target  of 
the  most  critical  attack  ever 
launched  by  a  financial  watch¬ 
dog.  Instead  of  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  his  56th  birthday  next 
Tuesday,  die  Prudential  Cor¬ 
poration’s  chief  executive  has 
been  left  pondering  headlines 
such  as  “Prudential:  a  com¬ 
pany  out  of  control’.  * 

Sir  Peter’s  early  birthday 
present  from  Howard  Davies 
at  the  newly  formed  Financial 
Services  Authority  (FSA)  was  a 
savage  report  calling  into 
question  the  whole  manage¬ 
ment  ethos  of  the  PrudentiaL  It 
spoke  of  "a  deep-seated  and 
longstanding  failure  in  man¬ 
agement"  and  a  “cultural  dis¬ 
position  against  compliance, 
that  filtered  through  Pruden¬ 
tial  Assurance’s  branch  of¬ 
fices.  their  managers  and 
advisers". 

A  few  weeks  earlier  Helen 
Liddell,  the  Economic  Secre¬ 
tary  to  die  Treasury,  singled 
out  the  Pru  for  its  slowness  in 
paying  compensation  to  vic¬ 
tims  of  pensions  mis-selling. 

Yet  Sir  Peter  believes  he 
may  be  able  to  see  out  the 
storm.  A  persuasive  and  arro¬ 
gant  man.  who  uses  his  height 
and  wdght  to  dominate  those 
who  meet  him.  he  has  been 
putting  out  the  message  that 
the  problems  were  the  fault  of 
Jim  Sutcliffe,  who  left  as  head 
of  the  Pru  in  the  UK  in 
September  after  19  years  with 
the  company:  or  Mick  New- 
march.  Sir  Peter’s  predecessor 
and  another  career  man  from 
the  Pru  who  left  under  a  cloud 
three  years  ago. 

Sir  Peter’s  version  of  events 
has  him  struggling  to  get  to 
grips  with  a  culture  which  had 
a  contempt  for  compliance  — 
right  down  to  Newmarch's 
insistence  that  the  Personal 
Investment  Authority  (PlA) 
was  not  up  to  regulating  the 
Pru  and  it  would  only  answer 
to  the  Securities  and  Invest¬ 
ments  Board  (SIB),  the  prede¬ 
cessor  of  the  PSA. 

When  Sir  Peter  took  over 
from  Newmarch  in  May  1995 
he  thought  he  could  guide  the 
Pru  to  stability.  He  saw  his 
role  akin  to  how  he  ran  Reed 
International,  the  publisher, 
where  he  guided  strategy  and 
did  deals  without  actually 
having  to  get  his  hands  dirty 
running  businesses.  Sir  Peter 
left  the  day-to-day  running  of 
the  £120  billion  organisation  to 
those  who  knew  about  run¬ 
ning  financial  services  busi¬ 
nesses. 

He  freely  admits  he  has  no 
experience  in  the  pensions 
industry.  His  career  started 
with  ten  years  at  J  Sainsbury. 
where  he  was  in  charge  of 
marketing.  He  then  joined 
Reed  International,  guiding  a 
massive  shake-up  which  saw 
disposal  of  the  printing  arm 
and  the  Daily  Mirror  and  the 
purchases  of  Octopus  books 
and  the  Lexis-Nexis  electronic 
publishing  business.  Ulti¬ 
mately  he  masterminded  the 
merger  of  Reed  with  Elsevier 
of  The  Netherlands.  Less  than 
two  years  after  the  merger.  Sir 
Peter  fell  out  with  the  Dutch 
and  resigned,  picking  up  a  £1.5 
million  payoff. 
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Leisure  Direction  in  association  with  Ski  France 
International  is  offering  Times  readers  an  exclusive 
selection  of  ski  holidays  to  celebrate  the  launch  of  the  new 
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CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  SPECIAL 
There  is  no  belter  way  to  spend  Christmas  or  New  Year 
than  holidaying  in  the  Alps.  Readers  who  choose  to  bode 
these  dates  will  have  a  special  Christmas  meal  and  New 
Year's  celebration  arranged  by  the  Hotel  du  Golf,  included 
in  the  price  on  the  relevant  daies- 
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All  dales  are  Saturday  daytime  departures. 

Children  under  the  age  of  three  years  travel  free. 
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PRICE  INCLUDES 

•  Return  standard  doss  Eurvstar 

•  Seven  nights  half-board  accommodation 

•  Transfers  between  station  and  hold 
+  FREE  6-day  lift-pass 

•  FREE  May  ski  and  boot  rental 


ACTA  V473X.  This  t$er  is  operated  ty  Lesov  Direction  Limited . 
a  company  independent  of  Times  epapers  Limited. 


FOR  FULL  BOOKING  DETAILS  CALL  LEISURE  DIRECTION  ON  OXS1-334  4003 
(MorrFri  9am-8pm,  Sat  9am-5.30pm,  Sun  10am-4pm) 

OR  SEND  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO:  THE  TIMES  SKI  OFFER, 
LEISURE  DIRECTION  LIMITED,  IMAGE  HOUSE,  STATION  ROAD,  LONDON  N17  SLR. 


Isa  U-tum? 


SO  FAREWELL  the  Individual 
Savings  Account.  I  have  ir  on 
good  authority  that  Gordon 
Brown  and  his  much-maligned 
sidekick.  Geoffrey  Robinson, 
are  ready  for  another  possible 
U-tum  bn  the  new  tax-free 
product.  First  it  was  the 
£50,000  Unlit  on  investments. 
Now  it  is  the  name. 

As  we  have  pointed  out  on 
these  pages.  Isa  has  a  number 
of  interesting  meanings  — 
mostly  approximating  to  God. 
Now  that  this  has  been 
brought  to  Brown's  attention, 
he  has  decreed  that  the  Isa 
name  may  have  to  go.  There 
are.  after  ail,  enough  people  in 
the  Treasury-  who  think  they 
are  God. 


Winning  ad 

READERS  will  remember 
fondly  the  award-winning  Silk 
Cut  advertisement,  featured 
on  these  pages  on  Monday, 
that  accompanied  a  profile  of 
BAT  Industries.  But  as  crowds 
of  smokers  have  teen  rushing 
to  tell  me.  BAT  might  sell  Silk 
Cut  worldwide,  but  in  the  UK. 
Ireland  and  the  European 
Free  Trade  Area  the  dgarenes 
are  sold  by  Gallahers.  So  the 
award-winning  ad  is  a 
Gallahers  ad. 

Right  pitch 

ONE-hundred-and-fifty -eight 
years  of  tradition  may  have 
teen  ended  w’ith  the  sale  of 


Hambros  Bank  to  Sociite 
Generale.  but  at  least  the  cro¬ 
quet  pitch  is  being  preserved, 
ft  is  a  little  known  fad  that 
Hambros  staff  can  play  cro¬ 
quet  on  rhe  roof  on  its  head 
office,  overlooking  the  Tower 
of  London. 

When  asked  whether  he 
would  keep  the  croquet  pitch. 
Patrick  Pagni.  the  head  of 
SocGen  in  London,  reacted 
with  Gallic  shock.  “Cricket 
pitch,  we  have  a  cricket  pitch?" 
When  it  was  pointed  out  that 
actually  it  was  a  croquet  pitch, 
he  brightened  up.  “Oh  we 
have  a  croquet  pitch  outside 
our  old  offices." 


Francophile 

HAMBROS  chairman.  Sir 
Chips  Keswick,  might  be  sad- 


Keswidc  consultancy  role 


Sir  Peter  Davis  is  facing  perhaps  his  toughest  test  yet 


Before  he  was  brought  in  at 
the  Pru,  Sir  Peter  was  essen¬ 
tially  unemployed,  although 
he  had  been  working  on  a 
number  of  small  projects.  Kis 
appointment  had  much  to  do 
with  his  friendship  with  Derek 
Higgs,  a  merchant  banker 
who  advised  both  Reed  and 
the  Pru.  Shortly  after  joining. 
Sir  Peter  hired  Higgs  to  head 
Prudential  Portfolio  Manag¬ 
ers.  the  Pru  operation  that  is 
Britain’s  largest  and  most 
influential  fund  manager. 

Once  at  the  Pru.  Sir  Peter 
began  work  on  a  new  strategy 
based  on  widening  its  distri¬ 
bution  channels  and  reducing 
its  reliance  on  the  5.000-strong 
direct  salesforce.  which  now 
provides  50  per  cent  of  the 


IN  THE 
HOT  | 
SEATi 


Bom:  1941. 

1976:  J  Sainsbory.  -  - 
1986  to  1994:  Chief  execu¬ 
tive.  then  chairman  of 
Reed  International. 

1991:  Non-executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Boots. 

1995:  The  PrudentiaL 
1997:  Chairman  Business 
in  the  Community  and 
Welfare  to  Work  scheme. 


Pro’s  business.  He  was 
knighted  under  the  last  Gov¬ 
ernment,  yet  was  dose  enough 
to  Labour  to  be  appointed  to 
head  the  Government’s  Wel¬ 
fare  to  Work  scheme.  Taking 
his  customary  high  profile,  he 
personally  became  the  guard¬ 
ian  angel  of  the  country's 
savings  in  the  Pro’s  TV  adver¬ 
tising  campaign. 

Meanwhile,  Sir  Peter  had 
revealed  the  sharpness  of  his 
deal-making  skills  by  defeat¬ 
ing  Abbey  National  in  tire  bid 
for  Scottish  Amicable.  The 
deal  gave  Prudential  increased 
distribution  through  indepen¬ 
dent  financial  advisers,  where 
ScotAm  has  a  strong  brand. 
The  City  believed  that  Pruden- 
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dened  by  selling  the  bank  he 
has  worked  at  for  more  than 
32  years,  but  he  is  being  kept 
on  as  a  consultant  by  SocGen. 
Tills  will  bring  back  happy 
memories  for  the  Francophile 
banker,  who  studied  at  Aix-en- 
Provence  University  and 
played  rugby  as  a  second  row 
forward  for  Marseilles.  A  leg¬ 
acy  of  this  is  an  injury  that 
makes  Sir  Chips  limp,  even  to 
this  day. 

For  those  who  are  wonder¬ 
ing.  Sir  Chips's  name  is  a 
shortening  of  Sir  Chippen¬ 
dale.  This  name  was  given  to 
him  because  he  was  conceived 
on  a  Chippendale  bed. 


□  50  JT  is  goodbye  to  the 
wonderfully  named  Contra- 
Cyclical  in  vestment  Trust.  The 
name  must  have  seemed  a 
great  idea  in  1991  when  Rea 
Brothers,  the  merchant  bank¬ 
er.  launched  the  fund  into  the 
teeth  of  a  recession.  “ Invest 
with  us  because  we  wilt  go  up 


dal  paid  a  good  price  for  the 
mutual  company,  where  value 
is  notoriously  difficult  to  mea¬ 
sure.  Sir  Peter  also  became 
involved  in  talks  about  a 
merger  with  Nat  West.  The  # 
talks  floundered,  apparently  r 
on  tiie  division  of  roles  in  the 
new  group,  but  then  leaked 
out  into  the  market,  putting 
pressure  on  NatWest  to  return 
to  the  negotiating  table. 

However,  while  Sir  Peter 
was  involved  with  die  cut  and 
thrust  of  takeovers,  the  regula¬ 
tor  was  having  a  close  look  at 
the  corporate  culture  that  had 
allowed  unscrupulous  sales¬ 
men  to  sell  unsuitable  pen¬ 
sions  to  thousands,  including 
many  nurses  and  miners. 

It  found  that  the  Pru  was 
still  drenched  in  a  culture  of 
non-compliance.  It  discovered 
that  the  company  had  mis-sofd  1 

policies  other  than  pensions, 
that  it  was  more  interested  in 
saving  money  than  following 
compliance  procedures.  In  one 
particularly  damning  para¬ 
graph.  the  FSA  said  the  Pro’s 
conduct  had  fallen  substan¬ 
tially  below  the  standards  rhat 
the  public  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  a  regulated  firm. 

Sir  Peter  is  now  faring  a 
dangerous  few  months.  He 
has  taken  comfort  that  the  City 
has  shrugged  off  rhe  Pro’s 
regulatory  problems  —  mark- , 
ing  the  shares  up  50  per  cent  in 
the  year  —  and  now  needs  to 
persuade  the  regulators  and 
the  Government  rhat  the  Pro 
is  en  route  to  mending. its 
ways.  Much  of  rhe  future 
growth  in  financial  services 
companies  will  be  determined 
by  the  Government’s  plans  for  f 
the  welfare  state.  espedalV|S 
pensions.  The  Government  . 
has  made  it  dear  that  those 
companies  that  are  seen  to  fall 
below  certain  regulatory  stan¬ 
dards  will  simply  not  be  able 
to  offer  the  products  that  will 
be  inevitably  introduced  to 
replace  the  welfare  state. 

Sir  Peter  needs  all  his  re¬ 
sources  of  charm,  all  his 
friends  in  the  City  and  all  his 
skills  as  a  deal-maker  to  keep 
the  Pru  in  poll  position  in  the 
British  financial  services  mar¬ 
ket  Yet  the  trait  that  Sir  Peter 
will  most  need  to  show  is  his 
resource  of  resilience,  illustrat¬ 
ed  by  his  ability  ro  return  to  - 
centre  stage  after  his  depar-  ft 
ture  from  Reed.  The  man  from 
the  Pro  must  now  prove  he  is 
made  of  Teflon. 

Caroline  Merrell 


while  the  market  is  down."  the 
name  seemed  to  say.  However, 
the  five-year  bull  market  has 
rather  gone  against  this  con¬ 
cept  —  indeed  the  Contra-Cv- 
clicaJ  name  implied  "we  Mil 
lose  money forvou  while  every¬ 
one  else  is  laughing  all  the 
way  to  the  bank "  So  the  fund 
has  been  renamed  Finsbury 
Income  and  Growth  Invest¬ 
ment  Trust.  But  as  any  invest¬ 
ment  expert  will  explain  —  you 
either  invest  for  growth  or  in¬ 
come.  High-yielding  com¬ 
panies  are  often  the  ones  with 
the  slowest  growth.  So  the  new 
name  makes  absolutely  no 
sense  at  alL 


Bitter  brew 

IT  IS  a  sad  indictment  of 
modern  society  that 
Anheuser-Busch,  the  giant 
American  brewer,  has  per¬ 
suaded  a  Danish  court,  of  all 
things,  that  it  has  the  rights  to 
the  brand  name  Budweiser  — 
not  Budejovicky  Budvar.  the 
Czech  brewers.  After  all,  the 
Czechs  invented  Budweiser. 
being  the  German  name  for 
the  original  Czech  brewery  . 
Anheuser-Busch  views  this 
victory  as  evening  the  scores 
after  Budejovicky  Budvar 
won  a  case  against  it  in 
Switzerland. 

Meanwhile,  other  Czech 
brewers  have  successfully 
gained  injunctions  against 
Holsten  and  —  of  all  people — 
Marks  &  Spencer  for  using 
the  Pils  brand  name.  For  the 
record,  beer  in  the  Czech  Re¬ 
public  sells  for  as  little  as  !5p 
a  pint  and  is  lovely. 


Jason  Nisse 
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Caution  of  retailers  hits 


prices  in  stores  sector 


THE  traditional  run-up  to 
fciristmas  appears  to  have 
oeen  a  distressing  time  for 
many  retailers.  The  usual  jan¬ 
gling  of  tills  has  been  muffled 
by  the  five  interest  rate  rises 
implemented  by  Eddie  George, 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  since  May.  forcing  con¬ 
sumers  to  concentrate  any 
spare  cash  on  keeping  the 
mortgage  paid. 

This  week's  stronger  than 
expected  increase  in  the  official 
retail  sales  contradicted  dull 
figures  from  the  British  Retail 
Consortium  showing  sales 
growth  in  the  high  street 
slowing  to  its  lowest  level  since 
April  last  year. 

The  retailers  themselves 
have  also  been  telling  cautious 
rales  about  trading,  wirh  the 
likes  of  Kingfisher,  down  I2p 
at  843p.  saying  that  it  was 
finding  the  going  difficult 
.This  admission  has  been 
▼putting  the  srores  sector  under 
increasing  pressure. 

Storehouse  was  a  casualty, 
falling  5p  to  230'2p.  as  SBC 
Warburg  Dillon  Read  down¬ 
graded  its  profit  forecast  for 
the  current  year  by  £5  million 
to  E125  million.  Despite  this  it 
siitl  likes  the  shares  and  has 
been  telling  clients  to  “add”  to 
their  holdings. 

Socicte  Generate  Strauss 
Turnbull,  the  broker,  has  also 
taken  a  red  pencil  to  its  profii 
forecast  for  Dixons,  which  is 
headed  by  Sir  Stanley  Kahns, 
blaming  a  lacklustre  sales 
performance.  It  has  lopped 
^  tin  million  off  its  original 
£2-10  million.  The  shares  fell 
Sp  fo  5°6p. 

Other  stores  groups  to  close 
easier  included  "Harvey  Nich¬ 
ols.  down  4b  p  at  ISSp.  Boots, 
l(fp  at  SSlp.  French  Connec¬ 
tion.  7b p  at  382 bp.  HamJeys, 
I2p  at  2b7b  p.  JJB  Sports.  5b  p 
at  65Sbp.  and  NexL  20p  at 
074p.  However.  Marks  & 
Spencer  rallied  9p  to  5S3p. 
Credit  Lyonnais  Laing.  the 
broker,  has  been  telling  clients 
rhe  shares  have  fallen  "too  far. 

Overnight  losses  in  New 
Yurk  were  matched  by  those  in 
Tokyo  after  the  news  that 
Tushuku.  the  food  supplier, 
had  filed  for  bankruptcy.  This 
had  investors  racing  for  cosier 
ai  the  stan  of  trading  in 
Dmdnn.  Mahers  were  made 
worse  for  traders  by  the  expiry 
of  the  December  options  and 
financial  futures.  The  “double 
▼itching”  hour  was  the  first 
real  test  for  the  Sets  compuier- 
i^ed  trading  system,  which 
matches  buyer  with  seller 
among  the  tup  100  companies. 

1 1  appears  to  have  come 


Sir  Stanley  Kalins  saw  Dixons  shares  fall  Sp  to  596p 


through  the  ordeal  unscathed 
without  any  of  the  market 
manipulation  that  same  offici¬ 
als  had  feared. 

But  with  the  London  market 
having  overcome  the  expiry 
deadline,  it  was  then  knocked 
for  six  by  fresh  falls  in  New 
York  where  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  plunged 
almost  270  points  at  one  stage. 

Despite  this,  the  FTSE  100 


Wireless  7p  to  535p,  and 
Inch  cape  9p  to  158b  p. 

The  Energy  Group,  owner 
of  Eastern  Electricity,  stood 
out  with  a  jump  of  lOp  at  665p 
after  the  Government  finally 
gave  the  green  light  for 
Patificorp,  the  US  energy 
group,  to  proceed  with  its  £5.9 
billion  offer,  which  includes 
£2 2  billion  of  debt*.  But  the 
deal,  which  has  since  lapsed 


Old  English  Pubs  rose  24bp  to  293bp.  It  has  apparently  become 
a  target  for  Jayesh  .Manek,  the  pharmacist  from  Middlesex  who 
made  a  name  for  himself  this  year  as  an  investment  pundit.  He 
has  since  launched  his  own  unit  trust  with  the  backing  of  Sir  John 
Templeton,  the  financier,  and  Stanislas  Yassukovich.  the  broker. 


index  managed  to  close  above 
its  worst  of  the  day  finishing 
14S.1  down  al  5,020.2  having 
dipped  below  the  5.000  level 
briefly  to  touch  a  low  for  die 
day  of  4.985.7.  It  stretched  the 
fall  on  the  week  to  25  points.  A 
total  of  862  million  shares  had 
changed  hands  by  die  dose. 

The  overnight  losses  in  Asia 
took  their  toll  of  the  usual 
companies  with  exposure  to 
the  region.  HSBC  dropped 
45p  to  £15.2 3b  Standard  Char¬ 
tered  32p  to  655p.  Cable  & 


becuase  of  its  referral  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission,  cannot  proceed 
until  bod)  sides  get  approval 
from  the  US  authorities. 

Now  keep  an  eye  on  South¬ 
ern  Electric  2p  easier  at  492p, 
which  is  still  regarded  as  a 
takeover  target,  a  previous 
bid  by  National  Power.  I3p 
down  at  585p,  was  blocked 
back  in  1995. 

One  of  the  best  perfor¬ 
mances  of  the  day  was  re¬ 
served  for  Manders.  which 


MOVERS  OF  THE  WEEK 

Oasis  Stores — . 122&p 

Christie's  International  26Sp 
Shield  Diagnostics..  702%p 
Nycomed  Amereham  £22.50 

Marks  &  Spencer  . . -583p 

Scruttons . . 31  Op 

Country  Casuals . _121p 

Creightons . - . 35 Yrp 

Manders . .245p 


IM1 


-63v&p . . . Profits  warning 

■asp . Awaiting  bid  developments 

-45p . . -.Licensing  deal  delay 

+  132Vip  — . -..Joins  FTSE  250 

-17p . -..-....—.Talk  of  bearish  broker 

+40p . — .  Bid  approach 

+28fcp - - Fresh  bid  approach 

+15»p - Restructuring  planned 

+94p . . . . Agreed  bid  FUnt  Ink 


soared  93b  p  to  245p  an  the 
news  of  an  agreed  £100  mil¬ 
lion  bid  from  Hint  Ink.  the  US 
group.  The  terms  value  the 
printing  inks  group  at  245p. 

It  is  the  third  such  bid  in  the 
specialist  chemicals  sector 
during  die  past  month-  Allied 
Colloids,  lp  lighter  at  164p.  is 
currently  fighting  off  a  bid 
from  Hercules,  another  Amer¬ 
ican  group,  while  Holliday 
Chemicals,  steady  at229p,  has 
accepted  terms  from  Yule 
Catto,  unchanged  at  288b p. 

Dragon  Ofl  has  struck  it 
rich.  Once  again  it  has  discov¬ 
ered  gas  resources  off  the  coast 
of  Thailand.  The  shares  dosed 
4bp  higher  at  70p  having 
come  up  from  a  low  of  21p  this 
year. 

Plans  for  a  restructuring 
and  boardroom  reshuffle  were 
good  news  for  Creightons,  up 
15b  p  at  35b  p.  The  household 
products  group  has  appointed 
Barry  Dale  as  chairman  to 
target  suitable  acquisitions. 

The  market  had  to  contend 
with  a  clutch  of  profit  warn¬ 
ings.  Peterhead  Group  nurs¬ 
ed  a  fall  of  6p  at  31  bp.  It  says 
earnings  per  share  will  fall 
"substantially  short  of  market 
forecasts”.  The  group  blamed 
significant  losses  at  its  Inter¬ 
national  Cranes  division 
which  is  to  be  sold  or  dosed. 

There  was  also  a  setback  for 
American  Port  Services, 
down  .24p  al  134bps  after 
warning  that  profits  for  the 
year  to  December  will  fall 
below  expectations.  The  group 
which  owns  and  operates  air* 
port  and  seaport  services 
blamed  currency  turmoil  in 
the  Far  East  Time  Products 
was  another  casualty,  tum¬ 
bling  32b  p  to  17fp  after  reveal¬ 
ing  that  trading  at  its  luxury 
watch  division  had  been  below 
expectations. 

□  GILT  EDGED:  The  tur¬ 
moil  on  world  equity  markets 
encouraged  investors  to 
switch  into  the  comparative 
safety  of  the  bond  markets 
where  the  high  yields  are 
proving  attractive. 

In  the  futures  pit,  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  stayed  at 
£121 1  /a  in  moderate  trading. 

In  longs  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2021  dim  bed  £,7/jz  to 
£121 3/-»,  while  among  shorter- 
dated  issues.  Treasury  7  per 
cent  2002  was  seven  ticks 
better  at  £102. 

□  NEW  YORK:  The  broad- 
based  sale  of  US  shares  con¬ 
tinued.  with  technology  and 
blue-chip  companies  particu¬ 
larly  affected.  The  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  down 
177.65  to  7.668.85  at  midday. 


■lliMAJOR  INDICES 


New  York  (middayk 

Dow  Jones -  766*35 I-I77A5I 

SAP  Comptxiie _ 935.05  (-20251 

Tokyo: 

NfKJlCf  Average - 15314.89  t-W*75) 

Hong  Kong: 

H«n*  Seng  -  10*05.81  |-34ftCiCH 

Amsterdam: 

A EX  index - 979.49  (-2SXHJ 

Sydney. 

AD - 1 - 25&.IOK35JXJ) 

Frankfurt 

DAX - 40*4.74  f-SL*) 

Singapore: 

Si  rails - 1572m  I-I8.8C4 


Brussels: 

General - M  38a.  77  t+79.t»2) 


Paris: 

CAC-40 - 

Zurich: 


- 2822-90  1-71.601 


London: 

FT  30 -  - 

- 3228.7  1-5929 

FTSE  Eurelradt  100  . 

FTSEAlkSImre - 

FTSE  Non  Financials 
FTSE  Filed  Interest  _ 

—  26M.td  f-3t.0bt 

—  23 

_  237|.7S  |-«i4el 
- 134.10  1-K252) 

German  Mark _ —  295181-00084) 

Exchange  Index _  -  104.5 1*0.4) 

Bank  of  England  official  dose  Mpmi 

LiSDR _ 

_ 12210 

RP1 - 1  $9.6  Nov  (3.7*1  Jan  [987=100 

RPIX  —  158.0  No*  Jan  1987=  ICO 


f  f  RECENT  4SSUES  .. 


Autologic 

267V 

BCO  Technologies 

IbbV 

e  8 

Boustead 

191: 

-  1 

Bovjs  Homes 

193  V 

Comland  comm 

54 

Energis  (290) 

262*: 

-  4 

FJmg  Geared  Units 

179 

General  Inds 

35 

-  V 

Gooch  &  Housego 

133V 

Manchester  A  Lon 

270 

M  archpole 

115 

-  IV 

Market  Link  Pub! 

55 

Northern  Renmnt 

13SV 

Property  Asset 

7 

Range  Cooker 

6** 

♦  1. 

Rapid  Technology 

94V 

Razor  back  vehicles 

102V 

SCS  upholstery 

111V 

Saaichi  &  saaichl 

113 

Second  Scot  Zr  Dv  pf 

99*. 

Second  Scottish  Natl  103 

-  V 

Sytner 

234 

Terra 

175  V 

vanguard  Med  Wis 

43V 

RIGHTS  ISSUES 


BdyaeJnt  n/p(500)  342'= 

FI  Group  n/p  (640)  250  *  I  I'r 

Taylor  Net  n/p(bO)  20'«  ♦  2'.- 


.MAJOR  CHANGES 


RISES: 

Wanders . 

.  245p  (+S3Vp) 

API  . 

.  595p(+25p) 

Andrew  Sykes . 

.  725pl+25p) 

Uorthem  Rock  . .. 

...  563Vp(4-17p) 

Photo- Me  . 

..  142Vp(+31p) 

FALLS: 

Time  Products . .. 

.. ..  171pi-32Vp> 

RMC  Gp  . 

. .  .  B27p  (-91  p) 

Legal  &  Gen . 

....  4B0p  H7pl 

Bank  Scotland  . . 

..  559p(-47p) 

Reed  ltd . 

.  600p{-38pj 

Shell . 

.  420p(-26p) 

RroTnto  . 

.  700p|-4up) 

UoydsTSB  . 

....  730p  HI’.-p) 

Hays . 

. . .  793p  l-45p) 

Smflhkline  . 

.  607p(-32p) 

Wiiriams  . 

.  ...  333p(-17p) 

Stand  Chart  .... 

.  655p  (-32p) 
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,  -  T  EM  PUS 

Business  as  usual 


IS  JAPAN  undergoing  a  capitalist -revolution? 
Some  would  like  to  think  so  and  investors  in 
Japanese  equities  are  probably  praying  tiiat  ir 
is  true.  More  signals  emerged  this  week  10 
suggest  that  die  Government  is  breaking  ihe 
stranglehold  on  the  economy  held  by  Minis¬ 
try  of  Finance  civil  servants.  The  tax  cuts, 
totalling  about  ES  billion,  will  have  little  effect 
in  relation  to  gross  domestic  product  of  some 
£2.300  billion"  But  the  tax  rake  has  always 
been  a  relatively  small  part  of  the  Japanese 
economy,  given  the  low  level  of  unemploy¬ 
ment.  The  importance  lies  in  Prime  Minister 
Hashimoto's  U-turn.  1  earing  the  door  open  ro 
more  tax  curs  as  the  Government  gets  bolder. 

The  more  important  issue  is  whether  the 
corporate  culture  is  likely  ro  change.  Will 
Japanese  industry  at  large  abandon  rhe 
“convoy  system",  where  the  weak  prop  up  the 


strong?.  Tiie  recent  rush  of  banking  failures 
smacks  of  panic,  more  a  wringing  of  hands 
than  a  well-thought-out  liquidation  by  credi¬ 
tors.  The  failure  of  Toshoku.  the  grain  trader, 
highlights  the  precarious  state  of  the  non- 
financial  sector  in  Japan,  where  more  than  60 
per  cent  of  companies  make  no  profit. 

One  sign  of  confidence  will  be  more  failures  in 
the  indebted  construction  sector,  where  Japa¬ 
nese  banks  are  heavily  exposed  hut  unwilling  to 
expose  their  losses.  But  investors  should  nor 
rush  to  buy  Japanese  funds.  Yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  collectivist  mindset  of  Japanese 
industry  is  unchanged:  in  search  of  growth. 
Sumitomo  Metal  Industries  bought  out  a  quoted 
electronic  materials  affiliate.  The  price  offered  in 
Sumitomo  Metal  shares  was  a  10  per  cent 
discount  to  the  marker  price  of  the  affiliate's 
shares.  Plus  f a  change. 


Billiton 

WHILE  hedge  funds  continue 
to  short  base  metals,  the  debt 
market  sees  the  mining  sector 
as  a  buy.  They  like  Billiton,  the 
aluminium  producer,  which 
yesterday  said  its  $13  billion 
loan  facility  had  been  40  per 
cent  oversuberibed  at  an  inter¬ 
est  rate  just  per  cent  over 
Libor.  Billiton  is  an  ambitious 
and  highly  liquid  company 
and  many  think  this  year  will 
be  the  nadir  for  base  meials.  a 
good  time  to  invest. 

The  share  market  has  been 
unkind  to  Billiton  but  yester¬ 
day  it  was  proving  remark¬ 
ably  resilient  as  investors 
hammered  rival  RioTinto.  the 
latter's  share  price  falling 
some  5  per  cent,  while  Billiton 
hardly  moved.  At  lSIpw  Billiton 
is  probably  trading  on  just  10 
times  earnings. 

That  looks  cheap  although 
the  metal  markets  are  going 
into  spasms  about  Asian  de- 


BDB 

•  AT  LONG  last  Carlton  and 
Granada  haw  been  granted 
their  licence  to  broadcast 
around  15  new,  or  at  least 
newish,  digital  terrestrial  tele¬ 
vision  channels  under  the 
British  Digital  Broadcasting 
banner.  The  regulatory  prob¬ 
lems  over  the  licence  seem 
almost  settled  —  although 
Competition  Commissioner 
Karel  Van  Mien's  office  in 
Brussels  was  still  insisting 
last  night  that  no  final  clear¬ 
ance  had  yet  been  given.  The 
controversy  was  largely  over 
the  fact  that  BSkyB  will  sup¬ 
ply  some  of  its  top  premium 
channels  —  sport  and  movies 
—  to  BDB  for  seven  years. 

The  length  of  the  deal  lias 
now  been  cut  to  five  years.  It 
all  seemed  a  strange  affair. 
Without  the  sport  and  movie 
channels  there  was  consider¬ 
able  agreement  that  BDB 
would  have  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  getting  off  the 
ground.  Now  with  the  deal 
virtually  intact  and  licences, 
granted  things  are  looking 


mand.  The  real  issue  for  the 
metals  is  supply-  copper  tells 
a  bearish  lale  but  aluminium 
is  a  bull  story.  Aluminium 
stories  at  the  London  Metal 
Exchange  have  fallen  over 
the  past  year,  while  demand 
is  expected  to  grow  4-5  per 
cent  this  year.  A  setback  in 
Asian  consumption  would 
be  worrying.  Japan  con¬ 
sumes  about  14  per  cent  of 


up.  There  is  now  a  chance 
that  BDB  will  actually 
launch  iis  service  on  schedule 
in  the  final  quarter  of  next 
year  —  say  November  1  — 
and  then  the  difficulties  will 
really  begin.  Trying  to  per¬ 
suade  the  public  to  buy  a 
digital  box  offering  up  to  30 
channels  in  total  when  at  die 
very  least  there  will  be 
“noise-  in  the  marketplace 
from  200-channels  digital 
satellite  and  digital  able 
systems  looks  a  demanding 
venture.  At  the  very  least 
neither  Carlton  nor  Granada 
shares  should  be  marked  up 
on  the  back  of  yesterday's 
news.  Ir  is  only  a  very 
preliminary  step. 

Sports  retailers 

SOMETHING  rather  nasty 
is  happening  to  Nike,  but  rhe 
prospect  of  brimming  ware¬ 
houses  full  of  unsold  trainers 
has  yet  ro  upset  the  retail  sec¬ 
tor.  Yesterday,  the  US  sports 
goods  maker  revealed  a  prof¬ 
its  downturn  and.  mure  omi¬ 
nously.  warned  that  orders  in 


production  with  Korea  and 
Taiwan  another  5-6  per  cent. 
But  most  of  the  production 
goes  into  exports  such  as  cars 
and  consumer  durables  and 
the  net  result  of  a  credit 
crunch  in  Asia  could  be  in¬ 
creased  exports  as  manufac¬ 
turers  chase  dollars.  That 
means  more  demand  for  al¬ 
uminium.  When  the  market 
turns  up.  it  will  move  fast 


Asia  and  the  US  were  down. 

No  one  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  mums  in  Seoul. 
Bangkok  and  even  Tokyo  are 
resisting  demands  from  their 
kids  for  expensive  trainers. 
Asian  orders  at  Nike  are 
down  12  per  cent  but  less  pre¬ 
dictable  is  the  downturn  in 
the  US  where  the  order  book 
is  10  per  cent  lower.  Consum¬ 
er  demand  in  the  US  is  buoy¬ 
ant.  so  the  setback  is  likely  to 
be  fashion-driven. 

UK  retailers,  such  as  JJB 
Sport  and  .ID  Sports  will  take 
comfort  that  Nike  reported 
good  orders  from  Europe  but 
should  they  be  so  relaxed? 
Competitors,  such  as  Tesco 
and  Asda  would  dearly  love 
to  take  some  of  the  lucrative 
sports  shoe  market  away 
from  them.  Manufacturers, 
like  Adidas  have  resisted  sup¬ 
plying  them  but  will  they  be 
so  bold  if  inventories  are  pil¬ 
ing  up.  What  is  to  stop  Tesco 
buying  a  shipload  of  trainers 
in  Hong  Kona  for  sale  in 
Hull?  Time  to  take  profits. 
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TREASURY  BILLS:  Apples  U07m  allotled:  LlOOm:  Bids  6%  J55%  received.  91%: 
Last  week:  E98J4*  rectdve±  32%:  AVge  rate:  £6.9621%  tan  vk  E7D303%:  nou  week: 
ElOOm. 


2  rath 

3  ub 

b  rath 

12  Mth 

7*'n-rr 

7“i.-7V: 

TmT,. 

Tm-T, 

?V7*- 

7"WV 

7*»-7>i 

7V7*» 

T'wTt 

7"irT  > 

n/a 

Tm 

7-. 

T. 

7nn-7cn 

7V7*u 

TrTm 

nra 

S.79 

5.79. 

5.88 

Tm-T: 

Tw-Tm 

7’V7-v 

TK-T’e 

Currency 

7  day 

1  oids 

3  mdi 

bmih 

Call 

Dollar 

5V-5V 

SV?. 

W. 

Deutschmark; 

y.-3 

3V3V 

3V3'.. 

jvr. 

4-3 

French  Franc 

i'.-v. 

y«r3V 

3”i r3:a 

3-2. 

SvpsFraoe 

J'r-JV 

IVJV 

IV)-. 

J'.-V 

Yen; 

v->.- 

w 

■j-v 

w 

l-par 

BuISob: Open S28&HKS9. 10  dose: 5288DO-28S.5D  High:  smii>289.bO 
LotcS2B5.75-286JS  AM:tS9J5  PM:S38.W 
Kragerrand:  *292DO-294jOO  K)7MXH78jCW 

PUtimin:  S3552X)  (E21ZX51  SHven  J6D3  fL3.6W5  Palladium: SIB! .00 (ClOUd 


Mb  Rates  lor  Dee  10 

Range 

Close 

1  ibo  nih 

3  month 

Amsterdam - - 

33110-33392 

3J245-7J280 

I'^lpr 

3,-3'*pr 

Brussels  - - 

60.6036 1140 

60i*»4>O.,J5l 

23-1 8pr 

bl-54pr 

Copenhagen - 

1 1.104-1 1^04 

ll-Ml-lIJSO 

V'.pr 

l-vpr 

Dublin _ _ _ 

U364-I.1516 

I.M2M.I446 

Ikbpr 

4WIpr 

Frankfurt- - 

19385-2.9621 

L9S)OL952ti 

Vipr 

OvZVpr 

Lisbon - 

300.43-303.75 

30J.42-303.75 

Vipr 

M’^jr 

Madrid.— 

348^3-25083 

25D-21-250JI 

etH9pr 

170-ihOpr 

Milan  — 

288116- 2907. 8 

2H9S.1-289V2 

40-24pr 

I21-98pr 

Montreal - 

2J7Dl-i39Z2 

2JS36- 2-3697 

aS«k5ipr 

1.14-1  Apr 

New  York _ 

1.(1628-1^740 

12*81-1.6690  0 223-0 J02pr  Q.7IXL682pr 

Oslo - 

IL01M2.133 

I209MZI02 

‘r'lpf 

I'rlpr 

Paris — - - - 

9.837M.9Z5D 

RSS439J930 

3V3Vpr 

Vrfvpr 

Stockholm - 

Tokyo - 

12.826-12.963 

2I3.M-215Jj2 

12.919-12.934 
215-05-21 5J3 

V.pr 

ivivpr 

Wpr 

Tri-.f-e 

Vienna .  - 

2D.6W-2aB42 

2X754-20,773 

'*-*.pr 

2-1 '.pr 

Zurich — - - 

SaamsEitet 

2J787-2JW 

038302^860  IVIVpr  3V3'.pr 

Premitun  ■  pr.  Dtsmunr  ■  « 

DOLLAR  RATES  ! 


Denmark  .. 

- - e.7494-0.7514 

Germany  . 

_  1.7700-1.7710 

Neiherlands  _ 

Sonny - - 

_  1.9mu> 1.9970 

_ 7-7489-72L5J9 

Spain - 

Sweden - - — 

_  I  SO  02- 1 50.07 

_  7.7549-7.7599 

Swtnerlond -  1.43f»-J.43l9 


OTHER  STERLING 


Argcmlno  peso- - i.ho72-l.MOQ 

Australia  dollar -  2^457-2.5522 

Bahrain  dinar.. _ ao3XL634 

Brazil  real* _ _ _  .  1.8550-1  JibR» 

CJilna  yuan _ IJA2W.T«a 

cypres  pound - <18555-0.8745 

Finland  maricka -  8.835-8.976 

Greece  drachma  -  458.5-4tAi) 

Hong  Kong  dollar _  1 2.923 1- 12.9325 

India  rupee  _ m.«6«5.9o 

Indonesia  rupiah - — — .  n/a 

Kuwait  dinar  KD  . . —  (X50H.XS12 

Malaysia  ringpli  - «v37l  I-o  JW7 

New  Zealand  dollar  . .  2.8594-2.S&45 

Pakistan  rupee - 7i.c5  Bu> 

Saudi  Arabia  rtyal . .  5.9875-0.1225 

Singapore  dollar - 27W.7-2.7934 

S  Alrlca  rand  (comi . —  8.012-8.161 

UAE  dirham _  6.0425-b.l785 

Barclays  Treasury  *  Uoydr  Bank 


FTSE  VOLUMES 


31 

UOO 

ASDAGp 

6.700 

Abbey  Nil 

2.3UD 

AllrceSLelc  <«8 

Allied  Dom 

I2U1 

AB  Foods 

687 

Baa 

1.600 

BAT  Inds 

4.STO 

BO 

III.  WO 

BOC 

987 

BP 

9JCO 

BSkyB 

0.400 

BTR 

15.300 

BT 

12.610 

Bk  of  Scot 

5JOO 

Barclays 

4-500 

Bass 

l.nOO 

Billiton 

3.900 

Blue  Circle 

8J0U 

Bools 

1-500 

BAe 

■1H 

BA 

2.700 

1  British  Land  1,200 

Bril  Sieel 

24^00 

Cable  wire 

4.700 

Cadbuiy 

L  500 

Cariiun  Crro  JxaX* 

Cenirica 

14.100 

Cm  Union 

633 

Diageo 

7.200 

Dixons 

6.700 

EM! 

2-500 

Energy  Gp 

b-100 

Enterpr  Oil 

2K0 

CRN 

1.800 

GRE 

3JW 

GUS 

I-5CP 

Gen  Act 

4^ 

Gen  Elec 

3.300 

Glaxo  Well 

6.700 

-  Granada 

3.000 

HSBC 

3.0X1 

Halifax 

6.000 

H*>? 

IMP 

ICI 

I.40U 

Kingfisher 

1M» 

LASMO 

3  J® 

Lad  broke 

Lsro 

Land  Secs 

1.100 

Legal  &  Gn 

2JXB 

UoydsTSB  10300 
UicnVioHy  6.400 
Maries  Spr’  6J00 
Naiwsi  BK  5-W 
Nbi  Grid  4-200 
Nai  Power  3JUD 
Next  2400 

Norwich  Un  2600 
-lycmdAmer  184 
Orange  I2tn 
PS.O  1.700 

Pearson  3J00 
Powertk-n  1.400 
PTudmna)  4.‘XO 
RMC  1.800 

RaJllrart.  2.100 
Rank  Group  8% 
RedJn  Col  562 
Reed  mil  2.400 
Remold!  4.300 
Rcuien  3.100 
Rio  TiniO  3.700 
Rolls  Rince  7 JOO 
Royal «  Sun  5J00 
Royal  Bk  Sci  5  JOO 
Safeway  11.100 
SaJnsbun-  4.100 
Scftroders  102 
Scot  a  New 
seal  Power  3.700 
Svm  Trenl  MO 
Shell  Trans  19.4«J 
Siebv  UOO 
SmKJ  Bch  93X1 
Smiths  Inds 

sid  charm  .moo 

Sun  Life  731 
T1  Gp  bJJOO 

Tesen  5300 

Thame?  W  b78 
Tomkins  S^SXi 
Unilever  I1-V0 
uid  uimnc«  7/up 
UW  2500 

Vodafone  18.100 
Whlibread  9» 
Williams  4.1U0 
Wolwlev  9r.7 
Woolwich  3200 
Zcncca  1.400 


WALL  STREET 


ttslu  (XxlS 


AMP  lai 

-  4C  "- 

AMR  0>rp 

u<; .  i:t"*. 

47*1 

AbNm  latft 

4diui:nf  AilOf 

|hV  fa* 

Arliu  Life 

o?t'- 

AlmunwA  iHFl 

D.V.  rvl”. 

Air  Piuo  a  ctum  :y. 

Aldi'Urh  Comm 

W-  .to-m 

Albmwnt 

40*.  Jo'. 

Alcan  Alurr.nm 

>.  r1- 

Allied  5l|!R3l 

:h'.  v.  - 

alum  Cn  of  Am 

«e»-»  fir. 

AmeraJA  Hew 

4U"»  51'. 

AtP 

51*.  51* 

Arnrr  Eiprest 

Mi'.  ««■. 

4mo  Cenl  Cwp 

53'.  S4-. 

Amo  Home  Pr 

73'.  71 

\roei  ISU1 

IDS'.  W- 

Amur  Siois 

20  2. ' 

Amer  Mjnlxnl 

«9'. 

.imitiaiJi 

nr.  K.*-. 

Mr  pen 

??■  5V, 

Amoco 

82  -  10  - 

<uvdre«.  rorp 

22*» 

AnlmikeiBuvti 

4J.  4.1'., 

Apple  Computer 

ITS.  |1"» 

Verier  tarilek 

21',  2'“. 

Arm  co 

4'«  J- 

Armami;  vna 

7J'.  74V 

AKUCD 

2  22', 

VI  RKADrU 

74'.  77'. 

Aim  el  Orp 

1*',  19- 

auto  Decs  Pro 

54'.  r4'. 

AVtev  OennKon 

41'.  42 

Aion  P/odua. 

f.v  Hi 

faicr  Huerta 

79.  40'. 

Benun  Ois  s  El 

.52  -  Ji"* 

Dene  Or>e 

5J'.  55'- 

BAnkAmcrtci 

TTm  74-.. 

Dank  of  NT 

W.  5*r 

Banlen  Tr  si 

1 18".  I2f . 

Bjrnrn  Banfc. 

irr.  73 

Bausd)  *  lornb 

37”,  3 

BakKr  1ml 

47‘.  40 

Deem  Dtdnsn 

4S"%  SI'. 

Ben  A'ImiuIc 

i»".  (W>. 

BmsDuih 

AS',  ST- 

Blart  5  Decb-T 

JO'.. 

Block  WbR) 

44'.  45 

Bormp 

«■'*  ■re  - 

Bolts  Caioile 

24'.  » 

Bannn  Seum 

41"*  42'. 

HrtM'4  Mfis  Sg 

«■.  G”.. 

am  nlnp  Fsnli 

M'-  J5-. 

B  runsu  irk 

2T.  2?': 

BuriuiBi’O  Xinn 

9|S  94' 

CMS  Lriernr  Corp  4Cr«  40 

CPC  InU 

UrV,  IDS'. 

css 

52**  54 

cbs  corn 

Jr-.  >■'. 

Campbell  Snup 

E5'.  57'. 

Carolina  P«rr 

4tr.  4-A.. 

o*c  corp 

5.1  in’. 

Calcrplllul 

47'-  43'* 

Cenwtif  S  SW 

25'.  26. 

Oiomplon  Ini! 

4V.  4?"- 

Okav  Mannar 

lO>  -  l(W.. 

i.lu'mn  Curp 

TT,  74' , 

Chr-'ler 

H’.  i<V 

Chubb  Corp 

7P  771. 

Clou  Gup 

f>B  .  fSV. 

cinrorp 

125-  I2»- 

dew 

74  7o'. 

Coastal  Corp 

S*4'.  60 

Cora  Ct-Ia 

62"«  64'. 

Coca  ala  Eni 

jr. 

Col(kite-tVlm 

Ob"*  (A  . 

Columbu  On 

74'.  To'. 

CiitumbbHCA 

28':  28 . 

Cmnpoq  Comp 

s:--  54 

Comp  AaS  inf 

48'.  50 

Consuls 

W.  37. 

Con*  Edlirm 

40  sre. 

Cv-ii  K11  Gas 

An  Sr'. 

Coc'pcr  Ini. 

40>  4'i . 

Coiesule 

79.  HI. 

Cumins  me 

js-«  :: 

CM«t  Cridh 

•V.  4.T. 

Cn*lar  Fini 

54".  56'- 

Cnwn  Curt. 

ju'i  vr. 

Dina  Corp 

ATu  4?'.. 

Doylon  HlnJ'ftn 

6T.  «■". 

Deere 

W.  56 

Delia  Air  Unci 

117'.  II"* 

Delicti-  Corp 

74'. 

DlRilal  Equp 

W.  5b*. 

EHllunl  Depl  SI 

53".  34*'* 

Dlsnvy  am 

A*'.  <T". 

Oomlnlnn  Rm 

41,  41'. 

Donriky  IPRI 

5*.*-  J7 

Dover  Corp 

jr.  54'. 

Dm  (.nemkal 

9.5*  97V 

Dip*-  Ji-B& 

V~  SP* 

prow 

w.  40'. 

CvU  Prea  er 

5?  53"* 

Pun  a  Bnhi reel 

JO  -■*»". 

Pv  PonJ 

•P.  w. 

EJeifiMn  Qiem 

47  a  W- 

Eaiimon  MMak 

SB"*  » 

Cl\  19  Dec  15 
ni>Ur>  A-*.1 


Ejiuri  Corp 

*ff.  0|  p 

Upon  Ini 

2S1-  2d\ 

Elect  Do  la  S11 

JU  c. 

Erni-rvin  Elec 

5^’- 

Lnfeflunl  Crrp 

if".  fr- 

Lfiron  Corp 

¥» 

Eriicah 

Einyl  Curp 

Cia.ifi 

v*.  «ir'- 

FMC  Corp 

1-1’.  rvT. 

FPL  Croup 

fS 

hmeral  Euw> 

•K.  5V  „ 

DM  7h)nJ  Bum 

7* 

Heel  Flnl  r.ip 

;>■,  TV- 

Hoot  Corp 

.V»':  . 

Find  Minor 

4V  AT. 

Fon  lamer. 

Fanune  Stinds 

K".  >p(ra 

Franklin  I6e 

M'u 

GTE  Ci'lp 

jv.  fa. 

>j*nn.ni 

r?*.  v-'. 

r*ip  Inc  Del 

j-r. 

r.mcway  20  D 

:i--  .v. 

Corn  DMumlc- 

KJ-.  8*5-0. 

Cen  tlrtinc 

•  Vt  74 

Gen  MUIs 

72*,  7.V- 

ben  Mom" 

v** 

Gill  Rrinsomnce  2*»  210“ 

Gen  Aieu.il 

4ft.  41'. 

Genuine  Parr. 

J2'-  32"* 

r.i*>rjii  pac 

kt..  oi*. 

GiUerre 

9l.'.  <WV 

GUid  Welle  APR 

4b'.  47'. 

CeaeJrlcn  fRFi 

41  42 

CoreJicar  Tire 

*>  ,  041. 

ijiei  uvq 

47.  4.-.. 

Haillbunun 

47"*  4-w* 

lloceoun  General 

i  «pi  *ei , 

Helm  iHTi 

'1  .  K  ■ 

Hereulr* 

47,  4S'. 

H-mhev  FfK>ds 

w.  hr.. 

Hewlen  Packard 

Ob'*  e2 ' 

Hllion  Holds 

2b".  20. 

Hrenr  Pcpra 

5S".  57". 

Hi  mouL'  Mn|! 

T'.  |lV. 

Honevaell 

op*  ft,  1 

HouieOi'ld  1ml 

126.  122 

Hnu-iim  InU*. 

21".  74  . 

Humana 

19'.  19\ 

ITT  Corp 

79  70. 

Ikon  iTlilte 

2i'.  3' 

lllln..b  Tool 

55".  M.V 

llllnnva 

24'.  25 

INCH 

17'.  17. 

Incmoll  Rami 

-V  «' 

Inlarid  Steel 

16  lu"- 

Imei  Curp 

C.  w>. 

IBM 

«K-.  •». 

inn  Flai  8  Ft 

4ie.  4*"«. 

mil  Paper 

42'.  47- 

Jhn*n  4  Ihn.n 

nT.  *  or,'  .. 

KullnA' 

4UV  40. 

btr-MCet 

cl*  l.l  . 

tomDcirr -Clark 

4|.  iT. 

Kmon 

1C*  II'- 

KniRhi-utnk'i 

Sir.  sr- 

Llllv  Ikili 

rt'.  W. 

Limited  Inc 

ir.  ir. 

Lincoln  rial 

72"..  74 . 

Drum 

Ve.  47.. 

LI7  Clillwrnr 

4P  41 1 

lmkftn.il  Marltfl 

•rym 

LuuL'Iana  rac 

I5v  I"'. 

MCI  Comm 

4J .  44  * 

Manr-.ran  IUC 

ii".  33'V 

llamon  Ini 

ft5'-  o“‘- 

Munh  s  McLnn 

7|'.  7J 

Mims  Corp 

5ft*.  81': 

May  IVpl  al 

5j  ..  52. 

Mayior  Corp 

Jr.  J6. 

McDonald' 

44"-  44'. 

MiGrjw  Hill 

or*  ;p"i. 

Mead  Curp 

— 1  25*0 

Mnnni-4  Curp 

.V.  M* 

Mol'n.nU 

40.  n-. 

Mellon  Bk 

FT'  n> 

Mercs  inr 

107  WAV 

MfiEury  Fin 

cr*  rr- 

Mtnur  Lyndi 

w.  ;i 

V  latoofl 

IJ6-.  1ST. 

Ulnmb  Mine 

K.T,  Hl"„ 

Min vt  Boons 

rr.  :i>. 

Mdhll  enrp 

w.  :iv 

Mi '  man  m 

>*■  er. 

Morean  Uh 

IIS.  116'. 

Mi4*4'i|a  Inc 

>r. 

Mylari  Lane 

1*'*.  IT. 

Kau  semi 

1*  s  25'. 

Vail  senior  Ind 

45V  46’, 

kvliui  Im 

jji.  M"* 

W  Time*  A 

■  J».  NO'. 

Annum  Mnt 

«fh;  a 

1-L  IrnJudni-* 

1*  rv 

Niinfarrom 

he.  An'. 

Nreinlk  sinm 

>■-  xr- 

nib  11  »r»i6  r^T 

So-  tv- 

Aware  Carp 

.*...  j?*.. 

Ourdenial  Fri 

2.4”  •  PSi 

Oracle 

if*  — 

LXr  19  IV,  It 

ro«hfc»  'du'tf 


Orjl  Eikti?  CT. 

22".  JV. 

Cncenj  Coming 

:-4  >  s*  . 

PPG  iraluinc 

to  5r‘- 

PMI  Gn'up 

7IJ1.  ;c». 

r*.C  Bank 

«*V  So-.. 

PPSi  Ril 

22.  22' 

Pacc-r  Ir.c 

«:"*  ?4 

ractiieorp 

2S--  24-. 

Par  Enlerpmes 

15'.  eiV 

Paine*  rti  tw 

.M 

Pal)  carp 

J1-  21  * 

PnC-er  HarimFin 

.2  4  r  * 

Mn  Ineryi 

25'  21'. 

PrtUKl  UO 

54'.  61' 

MlM 

irf1*  67 

Peprliu 

J4,  M. 

Piter 

7&'.  74'. 

Prum  £  L'piiin 

M. 

Ph.'lp--  Dodte 

>Ci  •>!'. 

Ptlillp  Hum 

44  V  4* 

P4iil(lj«  Pel 

4*V  47- 

PltTII}'  Bonn 

yS'.  |iti 

Polap.lJ 

44V  44. 

Procrer  *  Gmbl 

rs  7c. 

PruiUlan 

42  "..  44'- 

Pup  Sen  E  l.  G 

Bf.  Jo".. 

Cuali-r  ijab 

8l»  57. 

Rahir.n  Puniu 

91'.  op. 

RaiThrm  Corp 

4IN  42'- 

Raytheon 

n/3  fee. 

Reekok  (nil 

'Jr-,  py* 

Ih-Uauar  Fin 

JO-, 

Pernnhl'  Meiali 

91'.  50". 

Roctwef)  Ini 

50  SI- 

Rohm  £  Hlan 

llS'.  917. 

RiTAi  Puicn 

ST.  54 

RuM^rmalJ 

jr.  24v 

i-BC  Comm' 

74'-  7«".. 

So  leu'  Corp 

47V  49' 

Sr  Paulk  Ci* 

lC-  N.V. 

Can  Ur  Curp 

54  V  *«• 

IdMiAil  Plough 

f*.  nr* 

SoBlumbiTj.'CT 

54'*  77' 

59pnn 

»0.  J|'_ 

Sean  Foebud: 

41 ..  42". 

Shell  Tram 

■Cw  +!'■ 

Sbenrbi  ullnu 

Jt 

SlUnm  GrapBio 

17*  12*. 

inar*Or-Tonl> 

J?  44V 

atrtilhcm 

2>V  24 

Souih:rud 

SC"  «■* 

Siulm  Corp 

5:'.  9i", 

4Unlf»  ULIki 

44  *4'.. 

sun  compani' 

40V  42'. 

Sun  Klmrn 

V",  57'.. 

Sum  run 

7U  72V 

Suiy-rvalu 

59",.  40 

Sjrroui  Fin 

2 1  -..  >2'- 

Stscp  CnlP 

46..  47'. 

TR*  Inc 

52v  52'. 

TIG  Hid]:' 

51"-  K 

Tandy  Corp 

•ft'.  ?7* 

Temple  Inland 

*1'  52- 

Tenei  ileafrflcare 

51V  .17 

Termew 

jnv  ;w. 

Tcsoco 

si  •  «r. 

icu,  mu 

4>.  4.' 

Teias  I.U111I0- 

J>.  S3. 

Ti-nmr 

“■  on 

Thermo  EUfl 

Vi  V> 

Tlmr  Warner 

us. 

rnifvMIrm  a 

KF 

Tlrrikeri 

i>V  MV 

Torepmark 

Vi'*  4j>. 

Toes  B  t-' 

a=i  it. 

Trstiianieflca 

1(K,  lift-. 

TiarekT 

?2V  rc. 

Trlhune 

9»..  nt . 

H»T  Lie 

•S'.  55". 

t'7  Salary. 

n«  113'. 

UAL 

SS'.  50". 

crihnn 

l»2'l  N'. 

l«  !iu% 

27.  25'. 

Us  i'r'  Comm 

44  V  40  r 

L'S  We.1  Media 

J7 .  17"* 

L'Suroi’i  Cmup 

Pi' 

U5\  Manlnon 

>1*.  ,\2 . 

t'nivom 

JOV  fff'r 

I'nilATr  *-'v 

s».  Pis. 

L'nmn  Camp 

SC:  51 V, 

I'nlcn  CaThide 

42"*  44S 

L'ninn  Public 

MV  »>.. 

Unisys  co-p 

ll'v  12'* 

IAKi'i  cap 

22’*  27* 

Vnlird  Tixb 

ew,  7iv 

I'nool  Cdrp 

”u-  Wi 

VF  Cura 

43'.  44'- 

wal-Uin  Monn 

I.T. 

Warner -Umber. 

1 10".  1  la 

(ftnlr  Mn.-nii 

26".  27. 

Welli  Farvn 

S*  yx, 

VAnnainiT 
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Porter  is  ordered  to  repay  £27m 

■  The  High  Court  branded  Dame  Shirley  Porter  and  a  former 

colleague  liars  as  it  upheld  a  £27  million  surcharge  imposed  by 
the  district  auditor  in  the  Westminster  City  Council  homes-for- 
votes  affair.  The  court  ruled  that  John  Magill,  Westminster’s 
district  auditor,  had  acted  lawfully  and  correctly  when  ordering 
the  repayment  from  Dame  Shirley.  Tory  council  leader  at  the 
time,  and  her  deputy  David  Weeks . Pages  1. 10 

GPs’  secret  code  labels  problem  patients 

■  Patients  have  been  given  an  insight  into  the  codes  GPs  use  to 
alert  colleagues  to  difficult  customers.  Strange  initials  on 
medical  notes  have  little  to  do  with  physical  conditions  and  a  lot 
to  do  with  what  a  doctor  thinks  of  the  patient........... —  Page  1 


Two-week  Christmas 

The  longest  Christmas  began  with 
record  numbers  heading  Tor  a  two- 
wcek  holiday . PaSe  1 

Britons  killed 

Three  Britons  were  on  board  a  jet 
which  crashed  in  Indonesia  with 
the  loss  of  all  KM  passengers  and 
crew . - . Page  I 

Welcome  for  Emperor 

Second  World  War  veterans  seek¬ 
ing  compensation  said  they  would 
treat  with  dignity  the  Drst  state 
visit  to  Britain  of  Emperor  Akihito 
of  Japan . Page  2 

Rugby  star  quits 

Gywn  Jones.  25.  the  Wales  rugby 
captain  hurt  during  a  match  last 
Saturday,  has  been  forced  to 
retire . Page  5 

Souvenir  success 

Lawyers  representing  the  estate  of 
the  late  Diana.  Princess  Df  Wales, 
have  won  a  court  ruling  that  gives 
her  family  control  of  the  potential¬ 
ly  huge  souvenir  trade . Page  7 


First  in  flying 

As  stunts  go  it  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
but  this  week  critics  hailed  flying 
scenes  in  the  National  Theatre's 
Peter  Pan  production  as  possibly 
the  most  realistic- . Page  S 

Memorial  .Mass 

The  parents  of  a  Frenchwoman 
murdered  at  her  Irish  home  arri¬ 
ved  for  a  memorial  Mass..  Page  9 

Keeping  Rat  in  family 

Giovanni  Agnelli’s  decision  to 
bring  his  grandson  John  Elkann, 
21.  inio  the  Fiat  boardroom  was 
greeted  as  a  bold  bid  to  keep  “fam¬ 
ily  control" . Page  13 

MI6  ‘setback’ 

Russia's  counter-intelligence  ser¬ 
vice  head  said  Britain's  Russian 
espionage  operations  had  been  set 
back  20  years . — . Page  14 

Flu  fears  grow 

A  leading  flu  expert  arrived  in 
Hong  Kong  as  fears  grew  over 
"chicken  flu"- . Page  15 


Tory  leader  marries  at  Westminster 

■  William  and  Ffion  Hague  flew  off  to  a  honeymoon  hideaway 
after  a  traditional  wedding  in  the  crypt  chapel  at  the  Palace  of 
Westminster.  Outside  they  were  applauded  by  hundreds  of 
wellwishers  as  they  kissed  for  cameras . Pages  1, 3 
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The  Greek  actress  Maria  Pambouki,  right,  lights  an  Olympic  torch  in  a  ceremony  before  February’s  Nagano  Winter  Games 


Big  dlmb:  Climbers  and  pho¬ 
tographers  brought  back 
footage  of  the  scaling  of  Ever¬ 
est,  shot  in  the  Imax  format  — 
a  success  marred  by  tragedy 
when  eight  other  climbers 
died  on  one  day - Page  6 

Open  Gates:  The  lakeside 
stronghold  of  the  world’s 
richest  man  is  a  £32  million 
labyrinthine  monument  to 
rustic  chic - Page  11 

Valerie  Grove:  Lauren  Booth 
poses  for  a  noon  photograph, 
smoking  a  cigarette  and 
drinking  champagne  with  a 
cheering  absence  of  new  Lab¬ 
our  qualms . Page  17 


Crying  chicken:  With  antibi¬ 
otics,  vaccines,  and  an  ability 
to  detect  a  new  flu  outbreak 
from  one  case,  humans 
should  celebrate  their 

power _ Page  19 

Dutch  courage:  The  raid 
sends  out  important  mes¬ 
sages  —  to  Bosnian  commun¬ 
ities  harbouring  war  crimin¬ 
als,  and  to  The  Netherlands, 
contributors  to  the.  Stab¬ 
ilisation  Force . —  Page  19 


Simon  Jenkins:  Edmund 
Burke's  bitter  words  hover 
over  those  behind  the  Green¬ 
wich  dome - Page  18 

Magnus  Unklater:  Thabo 
Mbeki  has  been  accorded  no-' 
tices  from  the  barely  respect¬ 
ful  to  the  niggardly.  It  is  hard 
to  equate  them  with  the  Tha¬ 
bo  Mbeki  I  know  —  Page  18 


Eurotunnel:  The  British  and 
French  Governments  have 
extended  the  chand  tunnel 
.  operators’  franchise  from 

2052  to  2086 . . . Page  23 

Power:  Britain  is  to  allow  a 
US  bid  for  The  Energy 

Group - Page  23 

Markets:  The  FTSE  100  fell 
14811  points  to  dose  at  5020.2. 
Sterling  rose  to  $1.6690  and 
to  DM2.9518 _ Page  27 


Cricket:  An  unbeaten  66 
by  Graham  Thorpe 
steered  England  to  a  three- 
wicket  victory  over  West 
Indies  in  the  Champions 


Footbath  Steve  McM  ana- 
man  advocates  a  winter 
break  for  the  English 


Ruff  stuff:  How  top  choirs 
pitch  for  the  best  bey 
choristers — — —  Page  8 
Staying  power  Two  of 
London's  grander 


Christinas  Quiz:  Trivia 

test  for  W - Page  22 

Fashion:  Ail "  those, 
trimmings-. — ~  Page  28 
Food:  No  turkey?  Page  35 


Big  Intonrisw:  -Natalie 
Imbruglia — Pages  6* 
Comedy.  Meet  Armstrong 

and  Miller - ...Page  10 

Year’s  best  Albums  and 

books _ Pages  13-23 

Critics:  Best  and  worst  of 

1997 _ Pages  24. 25 

Quiz  cm  arts.. Pages  26, 2? 
Listings:  Pantomimes 
plus _ Pages  28-47 

Weekend 

The  One:  Seeking  that  all- 
too-elusive  Christmas 
chart-topper — Pages  L  3 
Fashion:  Stick  your  neck 
out.  fake  jewels  are 

fun - Pag«  & 

Lapping  It  up:  Reindeer 
back  in  Scotland  -Page  II 
Travel:  Barbados:  Dublin; 
Stockholm;  skiing  in 
America - Pages  15-20 

Vision 

14-day  television  guide, 
plus  a  week’s  radio 
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THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,668 

A  E20  book  token  will  be  awarded  to  the  senders  of  the  first  Jive  correct 
solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Times .  Saturday  Crossword  Competition,  PO  Bat  486,  Virginia  Street . 
London  El  9DD.  The  names  of  the  winners  and  the  solution  will  be 
published  next  Saturday.  % 
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ACROSS 

2  Reckoned  it’s  bad  losing  a  pound 

going  away  to  school  ( 1 51- 

9  Stamina  is  called  For  in  French 
trip  round  old  dty  (9). 

10  Roman  town  initially  on  sea¬ 
shore,  though  inland  afterwards 
(5). 

1 1  Type  or  sort  of  bean  (6). 

12  One  enters  Crete's  old  resort 
intended  for  select  few  (8). 

15  Run  down  part  of  army  base  (6). 

15  German  dramatist,  married  with 
English  family  (Sj. 

18  Stray  animal’s  ay,  held  hack  by  a 
whip  (5,3). 

19  Lowers  boats  holding  50  (6). 

2!  Start  to  carve  a  head  and  neck  (8). 

23  Injury  resulting  from  run  in  the 
country  (6). 

26  Religious  body  involved  in  rule- 
making  (5). 

27  Party  with  children  not  the  main 
affair  (4-5). 

28  Went  off  to  a  binge.  I  heard? 
Pretended  not  to  notice  (6. 1,53). 

DOWN 

1  Destroyer’s  crew  at  sea  with  king 
and  queen  (I). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,662 
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3  Boisterous  behaviour  from  sup¬ 
porter  before  game  (9). 

4  Called  for  support  for  the  chair 
(4)- 

5  Look  up  English  plant  or  ever¬ 
green  (8). 

6  Australian  bounder  on  the  way  to 
stay  the  night  (5). 

7  Start  off  sort  of  sports  spectacle 
for  audience  (9). 

S  Reflected  m  the  middle  or  sur¬ 
gery.  and  made  an  incision  (7). 

14  Propose  true  love  —  different 
name  must  be  accepted  (9). 

16  Special  case  that  justifies  the  law 

W. 

17  Old  diucker  sends  last  bad  flying 

(8). 

18  Record  score  (7). 

20  It's  natural  but  wrong  having 
religious  education  under  the 
Church  (7). 

22  Soldiers  upset  when  expected  to 
make  speeches  (5). 

24  Porter  is  in  central  part  of 
carriage  (5). 

25  One  admired  in  lido  when  swim¬ 
ming  (4). 
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Lnew  Road  indWiuNr  condMom 
UK  Wnthcr-  All  nmio»l  0330  44*1  910 
UK  Roads  -  All  region  0330  401410 
Imida  M25  03*0  401  740 

M25  and  Lfrik  Rouh  0330  401  747 

MHUnUMson^n  O330  4OI  740 

CoiiPmmm  Europe  0*30  401  910 

Clamal  cranj  0330  401  300 

Mcamfu  Heather—. 

3  Gartmck  jkponJ  0130  407  30* 

Weather  by  Fax  6e*M°9£ 

DM  0310  Mkmd  *r  number  from  row  fan 

vwmComrr  4303*4  HlnbKl  410  341 

Wfetei  414  US  London  414  >42 

4»0S10 

EascAn^ta  410  337  Wuda> 

NWtan  410*10  410  397 

NLEm  410  139 

Scadjnd  410  340 

Math*  Mmrinm 

Irahora  ictwra  "oreom  410  390 

World  City  Weather  &n»Meto«fa» 
153  destfradom  world  wide 
0  day  forvcvit 

by  Phono  dal  0330  41 1210 

by  Tax  (indcA  p*gc)  0330  410313 
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Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Country  0330  401  BBS 

Burapm  fud  cosa  0330  401  BOO 

French  Motorway*  03*0  401887 

Supari  inbnraom  0330  401  BS2 

Dinqbiii!  Pint  0*10  401409 

LeShutdr  0**0  401  095 

\aa\  Car  reports  by  fax 

new  aid  mod  ear  rep ora  from 

Che  AA  menu  of  l*S on  0310410*99 

Dal  From  four  by  Fandtcx. 
you  nw  fuwe  couta  pofl  receha  mode 
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Moon  sec 
11 35  am 


□  TODAY 

Sunrises;  SunsrtK 

Moon  sec  Moon  rises 

1135  am  1058  pm 

Lis?  Quarter  rorTvsnow 
London  2  53  2  C4  orr. 

B.-ex<3l Z-'.Zsn 

EcEnburglv  3  38  srr  !0  o  32  an 
Manchester  ;  1‘  ” ::  :  22  i— 

Peroanca  42£  v~  to  a  IS  an 

aTOUORROT 

Son  trass:  Sun  sets; 

iS*  ir.  3  54=m 

Meet  sets  Moonnses 

1138  am 


Last  quarter  today 
London  2  5«  or-  :o  r~ 
BiisUd  4  C—  ~  !c  r  ■-  JT 
Edinburgh  1  ~j  ~r~  '.c  3  42  an 
Manchester  ;,  £  ■  p—  l?  121  sn 
Penzance  4  22.  zrr  ?  13  o-"' 


□  General:  northeast  Scotland  wiH  start 
cloudy  and  wet.  but  rain  will  persist  only  In 
the  tar  north.  The  rest  of  Scotland  and 
much  of  England  and  Wales  w3l  start  grey 
and  misty  with  some  log  and  drizzle,  ft 
may  brighten  a  little,  but  many  places  will 
stay  cloudy,  m  SW  England  and  S  Wales 
scattering  of  showers  will  develop, 
becoming  heavy  In  places. 

Torwht  it  will  be  turn  misty  in  many 
areas  with  thick  tog  over  the  hills.  Winds 
wiU  be  mainly  Ik^it  and  variable  and  ft  will' 
be  tairty  mild. 

□  London,  SC  England,  E  Anglia, 
Midlands,  E  England,  Cent  N  England, 
NE  England:  earty  tog  and  patchy  drizzle. 
Mostly  cloudy,  odd  bright  spell  to  after¬ 
noon.  Light,  variable  wind.  Max  IOC  (5QF). 

□  Cent  S  England,  Channel  totes,  SW 
England,  S  Wales:  early  fog  and  drizzle 
then  sunny  spells,  but  showers  in 
afternoon.  Light  variable  wind.  Max  11C 
(52F). 

□  N  Wales,  NW  England,  Lake  Dis¬ 
trict,  Isle  of  Man:  early  fog  and  patchy 


drizzle  wiH  become  confined  to  hills,  but 
general^  cloudy,  Light  variable  wind.  Max 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Cant  Highlands,  N  Ireland:  dull  with 
drizzle  at  first  and  tog  over  hHs.  Dry  to 
afternoon,  a  tew  bright  spells.  Light 
southerly  wind.  Max  9G  (48F). 

□  Moray  Firth,  NE  Scotland;  overcast 
and  dtil  wift  rain  to  morning  clearing 
northwards.  Moderate  to  fresh  S  to  SE 
wind.  Max  8C(46F). 

□Argyll,  NW  Scotland:  dull  and  cloudy 
with  rain  at  first  particularly  to  north. 
Moderate,  southerly  wind.  Max  9C  (48F). 

□  Orkney,  Shetland:  cloudy,  dull  with 
rain  and  light  drizzle  Moderate  to  iresh  S 
to  SE  wind  Max  8C  (46F). 

□  Repubflc  of  Ireland:  earty  fog  patches 
clearing  slowly.  Mostly  dry,  a  few  bright 
intervals.  Wind  light,  variable. 

Max9C  (46F). 

Outlook:  staying  lairty  mild.  Rain  to  South 
and  West  on  Monday. 
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Ajaccio 

Ahiotirt 

Aiex'drta 

Algtars 

Airtsfdm 

Amera 

Bahrain 

BangkoK 

Barbados 

Barcelona 

Baku* 

Be^rad* 

Bwun 

Bormuda 

Biarritz 

Bordd'x 

Brussota 

Budapst 

B  Aires 

Cairo 

Caps  Tn 

Chicago 

Oi'chureh 

Cologne 


13  66  f 

Cpftagn 

0  32  c 

Madrid 

to 

50  f 

16  61  f 

Corfu 

12  54  c 

Manrca 

Malaga 

18 

64  f 

IB  64  c 

Dublin 

10  50  r 

18 

64  s 

22  72  f 

Dubravrrft 

11  52  1 

Malta 

18 

64  B 

5  41  f 

Faro 

15  59  r 

Meib'mo 

17 

63  1 

6  43  e 

Florence 

10  SO  1 

Mexico  C 

11 

52  f 

21  70  S 

Franktun 

1  34  t 

Miami 

17 

63  1 

35  95  o 

Funchal 

20  681 

Mdan 
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34  r 

30  86  ! 

Geneva 

5  41  r 

Montreal 
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18  X 
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GbraJtar 
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Moscow 
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HsttnM 

0  32a 

Munich 

0  32s 
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Kong  K 

21  70  b 

Nairobi 
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75  f 

-3  27  5 

Innsbtck 

9  48  1 

Naples 

N  Delhi 

17 

63  s 

23  73  1 

Istanbul 

0  32  cn 

14 
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IS  M  7 

Jeddah 

31  BBS 

NYoric 
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13  55  ! 

Jo' hum 
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10  50  1 

Karachi 
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Olio 
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5  23  t 

L  Palmas 
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Parte 
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LeTquet 

B  46  1 
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34  s 

16  61  t 

Lisbon 

11  52  1 

Perth 
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82  s 

19  66  c 

7  15  S 

Locarno 

L  Angela 

1  34  51 
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Prague 

Reykjavik 

-5 

4 
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Luxembg 
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Rhodes 

12 
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5  41  • 

Ltbur 

22  72  5 

RlodeJ 

28 
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Straab'm 

Sydney 

TaWr 

Td  Aviv 

Tensrtle 

Tokyo 

Totonis 

Tulls 

Valencia 

VancVar 

Varies 
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Warsaw 

WMh'un 

Warngoin 

Zurich 
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Fil  l  i.l  \  MIX'D  rES 
THAT  COULD  ADD 
YEARS  TO  YOU R  1  II  I  . 


When  you  call  or  return  your  coupon  we  will 
send  you  a  FREE  video  that  will  help  you  to  leant 
to  examine  your  breasts  yourself.  Breast  cancer 
is  one  of  the  UK’s  biggest  causes  of  death  in 
women  with  as  many  as  one  in  12  developing  it 
BUPA  Breast  Screening  is  carried  out  by  highly 
skilled  mammography  experts  who  probably  know 
more  about  the  subtle  differences  between  healthy 
and  unhealthy  breasts  than  anyone  else.  It  is  open 
to  all  women  and  only  costs  £85. 

For  further  information,  or  to  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment,  phone  0800  616  029  quoting  BUPA  7Y,  or 
complete  the  coupon  below. 

'Aaftiliiblc  (o  women  ofead  40+ 

Please  post  to  BUPA  Health  Screening, FREEPOST  London  WC1X  8BR. 
You  don't  even  need  a  stamp.  Reference  BUIV.7Y 

Name  (MlVMnJ  MbsSMi) _ 


OTIME3  NEWSPAPERS  UMITEP,  1997.  Published  and  printed  and  licensed  tor  dtsmouilprr  in 


es  to  chart  from  noon,  low  N  win  move  slowly  across  southern  England  and  fill:  Un 
move  north  with  pressure  unchanged;  tow  V  will  weaken  and  push  slowly  north 


Ton ’re  a  maxing.  We  want  you  to  tray  that  way. 
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an  offshore  trust? 
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g|  The  Morris  Minor  makes  it 
to  big-screen  stardom 
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England 


From  Michael  Henderson  in  shariah 


SHARJAH  (West  Indies  won 
toss):  England  beat  West  In¬ 
dies  by  three  wickets 


\  f 
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w 
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WITH  a  display  remarkable 
for  its  tenacity  and  great 
cricket  sense.  England  won 
the  Champions  Trophy  last 
night  under  the  floodlights  in 
this  oil-rich  state.  Graham 
Thorpe  and  Matthew  Flem¬ 
ing.  aided  by  some  abmnina- 
hle  bowling  and  fielding  by 
the  West  Indians,  met  the 
demand  of  73  from  the  last  ten 
overs  with  such  assurance  that 
the  last  II  baits  were  not 
needed. 

What  a  card  Fleming  is!  The 
man  who  came  into  this 
tournament  as  a  replacement 
for  Darren  Gough  ended  it  in 
glory  by  making  3*  important 
runs,  from  21  balls,  as  if  his 
three  wickets  and  run-out 
earlier  in  the  day  were  not 
substantial  enough.  The  pity 
was  that  he  ran  himself  out 
with  a  single  required  but 
Dnugie  Brown,  another  new- 


Women  prepare. 


30 
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comer  to  international  cricket, 
struck  his  first  baU  for  four 
and  the  game  was  England’s. 

Thorpe,  the  rock  through 
which  the  late  water  surged, 
was  un beaten  on  66  atthe  end. 
Without  him  they  could  not 
have  won.  Bui  it  was  Fleming, 
seizing  the  moment  as  West" 
Indies  lost  their  nerve,  who 
supplied  the  impetus  when  it 
was  required.  He  has  been  an 
outstanding  player  in  this  past 
week,  vindicating  his  selection 
with  a  series  of  fine  all-round 
performances. 

If  ever  a  game  revealed 
what  divides  teams  in  spirit, 
this  was  iL  England  refused  to 
yield  an  inch,  even  when 
Williams  was  launching  the 
West  Indies  innings  with  a 
flurry  of  bold  strokes  and 
when,  later,  they  lost  their 
sixth  wicket  on  165.  West 
Indies,  on  the  other  hand. 


looked  a  rabble,  conceding  31 
runs  in  extras  and  ending  the 
game  in  disarray. 

Simmons,  towards  the  end, 
bowled  a  nine-ball  over,  which 
included  two  no-balls  and  a 
wide.  Lewis,  the  wrist  spinner, 
bowled  four  no-balls,  an 
unforgiveable  indulgence.  The 
fielding  as  England  charged 
towards  victory  was  appall¬ 
ing.  Nothing  can  disguise  the 
brittleness  of  this  team,  which 
faces  wholesale  change  before 
it  can  face  England  in  the  Test 
scries  that  begins  next  month. 

For  a  while,  though,  it 
seemed  that  England  had 
mislaid  their  surest  touch. 
West  Indies,  benefiting  from 
winning  the  toss,  made  a  good 
score  as  Stuart  Williams,  the 
leading  run-maker  in  die  com¬ 
petition,  and  Chanderpaul 
made  half-centuries.  Then 
they  proceeded  to  bowl  tighdy 
and,  when  die  ball  lost  its 
hardness.  Hooper  again 
proved  effective  with  his  gen¬ 
tle  off  spin. 

England  began  to  lose  their 
way  in  Hooper's  first  over 
when  Knight,  responding  to 
Stewart's  call  for  a  quick 
single,  failed  to  make  his 
ground  at  die  bowler's  end.  It 
was  by  no  means  dear  that 
Hooper,  lidding  the  throw 
from  Stuart  Williams,  broke 
the  wicket  in  time,  but  Knight 
was  judged  to  be  run  can. 

It  was  a  significant  loss 
because  his  second-wicket 
stand  with  Stewart  had  real¬ 
ised  75  comfortable  runs. 
What  England  could  not  aff¬ 
ord  was  another  wicker  and,  in 
successive  overs,  they  lost 
their  two  most  forceful 
strokepLayers.  Hick  got  off  the 
mark  with  a  six  over  mid¬ 
wicket  off  Lewis  and  then 
pulled  a  long  hop  in  his  next 
over  to  short  midwicket 
Stewart,  having  completed  a 
bracing  half-century,  went 
back  to  Hooper  and  was 
bowled  when  the  ball  crept. 

When  England  needed  so 
score  at  a  run  a  ball.  Hollioake 
took  40  to  make  16.  Ealham. 


Lara,  left,  looks  on  bemused  as  Stewart  appeals  successfully  for  an  audacious  stumping  during  England's  victory  in  the  final  yesterday 
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Wmi  indies  won 

WEST  INDIES 

S  C  Wflfiams  c  A  D  Biown  b  Crofl 
(67  bolt.  6  loi.at-i 
S  Chsnderpoul  run  out  {Flaniraji 
1 109  Chilly  1  Uk  4  louts* 

B  C  Uua  si  Stew arl  b  Ealham 
13  bells  I 

C  L  Hoopei  tow  b  Retnng 
152  balls.  1  lot*) 

P  V  Simmons  not  out 
137  balls.  ?  tojry 
R  I C  HoJdei  Ibw  b  Fleming 
<3  bans) 

R  N  U-wr?  b  Fleming 
i <7  balls.  1  :ouij 
F  A  Rose  tun  oui  fOotii 

n  oeii) 

to  WiRams  not  ota 
(11  btffcl 

Sdras  (lb  3.  w  1|.  .  . 

Total  (7  wfcis.  50  oven) 

*C  A  Walsh  and  M  V  Diikxi  i*d  not  bai 
FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-97  (tttancterpaul 
—01.  2-101  (Chanderpaul  42).  3-164 
(Ffcioper  28).  4  174  iSimrons  4|.  5-174 
iSimmons  4).  6-200  iStmmons  14).  7-200 
l Simmons  Ml 

BOWLING:  D  R  Brown  50-3541  (5  louts, 
one  soul):  Headley  7-0-3941  (4  fours  tJ-G- 
31-0.  i-O-SLO).  Ealham  10-1-26-1  (1  tour 
one  spam.  Hoffioake  104)- 50-0  |w  1. 1  sec. 
1  let*.  1-05-0.  9-0-1 5-tn  Croll  10-O-IO-1 
(1  lour,  one  spell):  Flemmg  8-0-42-3  (3 
louts  one  spell) 

Score  otter  IS  ewers:  76-0 
ENGLAND 

A  P  Blown  c  Chanderpaul  b  Rose  1 
(13  balls) 

f  A  J  Stewart  b  Hooper 
(67  bans.  3  louts) 

N  V  Knight  run  out  (S  C 

W*anWHoopei! . 

169  bals.  I  h>uf| 

G  A  Hick  c  Hooper  b  Lews 
112  bans  1  sbu 
G  P  Thorpe  nd  out 
(74  bails.  E  fcx*si 

•A  J  Hottoake  si  D  wafcuns  b  Hooper  16 
MO  balls) 

M  A  Ealham  b  Walsh  4 

19  baftsi 

M  V  Fleming  run  OUI  iSnivnOOS-Ciflor.]  33 
<26  bate.  3  lOu'Si 

D  R  Brown  not  out  ..  .  4 

II  ball.  1  tour) 

Extras  p>  1.  to  16.  wS.  nb9i  31 

Total  (7  wfcfc.  48.1  Overs)  .  .  239 

RDB  a  oil  and  D  W  HeatHey  -id  r<n  bai 
FAIL  OF  WICKETS:  1-14  (Slewed  31. 2*9 
(Siewan  -Mi.  3  107  iStewmn  SH.  4-iu7 
(1T«pe  0).  5-152  (Thorpe  26l.  6-165 
(Thorp-?  34 1  7-235  (Thoipe  66) 

BOWUNG:  Walsh  9.M  -39-1  (nb2.w1J 
lours:  frl-16  0  31-023-1).  Rose  100- 
36-1  (nt-1  w  1 . 2  lour-  6-0-2! -1. 4-0- 1S-0V 
DIIonfrO-360 11  lours  4-0-150.  1-0-13-0. 

1- O-7-Oi;  Simmons  4-0-250  inb  3.  w  2.  2 
I  curs  2-0-12-0.  i-O-J-a  l-O-9-Oi:  Lewis 
9-0-51-1  inb  4.  w  1  1  so,  3  loure.  7-009-1 

2- 0-22-0):  Hooper  100-35-2  lit,  2. 1  lour 
mv  spell) 

Score  afler  15  overs:  62- 1 
Match  award:  G  P  Thorpe 
Tournament  award:  C  L  Hooper 
Umpires:  h  T  Francs;  iSn  Lanka)  and  C  J 
Mdchley  (Sc“Jlh  Adva)  Thrd  umpoe.  6  C 
Gxoy'tSn  Lanka) 

□  L'cmpfetf  >•  Bid  FinScJI  .'CpetUff 


.51 


24 


66 


bowled  as  he  swished  at 
Walsh,  could  not  lend  Thorpe 
his  supporL 

But  Fleming  most  definitely 
could  and  did.  Taking  with 
relish  to  Lewis,  who  troubled 
everybody  by  bowling  into  the 
rough  from  round  the  wicket, 
he  compelled  him  to  go  over 
the  wicket  instead  by  sweep¬ 
ing  one  slightly  fortunate 
boundary  and  driving  another 
one,  through  extra  cover. 

To  contain  West  Indies  as 
they  did,  after  Williams  and 
Chanderpaul  had  taken  62 
from  ,  the  first  ten  overs  and 
were  not  parted  until  the 
innings  was  three  runs  short 
of  100.  was  another  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  the  spirit  that  has 
marked  England’s  cricket 

The  most  important  wicket 
Lara’s,  was  a  real  curio.  The 
foil  of  Williams,  caught  well 
Torn 


brought  Lara  to  the  crease  and 
he  had  taken  singles  from  his 
first  two  balls  when  he  lurched 
forward  at  Ealham  and 
missed.  Stewart  took  the  ball 
cleanly  and,  out  of  curiosity, 
took  half  a  bar’s  rest  to  see 


whether  the  batsman’s  back 
foot  would  slip. 

It  did,  an  inch  or  so,  and,  in 
an  act  of  sheer  insouciance, 
the  England  wicketkeeper 
whipped  off  one  bail  like  a 
magician  producing  a  rabbit 


MacLaurin  puts  case 
for  new  television  deal 


by  Ally  Brown  at  long-on. 


LORD  MacLAURIN,  the 
chairman  of  the  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board  (ECB). 
has  asked  the  Government  to 
consider  its  case  for  reducing 
the  number  of  Test  matches 
listed  for  terrestrial  television 
(Alan  Lee  writes). 

The  ECB  submission  is 
based  on  the  inequity  of 
listing  an  entire  Test  series, 
compared  with  the  FA  Cup 


final  or  the  Derby.  Under  the 
Broadcasting  Act  adopted  last 
year,  the  ECB  is  unable  to 
offer  exclusive  rights  to  any 
Test  match  to  satellite 
television. 

Unless  some,  or  all.  of  the 
Tests  are  d existed,  the  game 
will  face  a  severe  financial 
shortfall  when  television  con¬ 
tracts  are  renegotiated  next 
year. 


from  his  handkerchief.  Lara 
was  embarrassed  and  con¬ 
fused  in  equal  measure  by  the 
appeal  and  by  the  subsequent 
referral  to  the  third  umpire, 
BC  Cooray,  who  confirmed 
that  he  was  out. 

Ealham.  who  gave  away 
only  2b  runs  and  conceded  a 
single  boundary,  was  again 
the  most  impressive  bowler,  at 
least  until  Fleming,  on  the 
premise  that  there  is  no  show 
without  Punch,  popped  up 
with  three  late  wickets.  He 
also  ran  out  Chanderpaul 
from  a  semi-recumbent  pos¬ 
ture  at  backward  point,  a 
direct  hit  that  Croft  was  soon 
to  match  from  cover. 

In  batting,  bowling  and 
Gelding  England  have  proved 
good  enough  to  win  this 
competition.  As  they  know, 
where  the  World  Cup  is  con¬ 
cerned.  this  is  only  the  start 


Shoppers  short-changed  in  surfers’  paradise 

T 


MY  mot7  LOTS  Of 

StOVESWWfivTSt 


I  here  was  a  time,  of  course, 
when  the  phrase  point-and- 
dkk  could  refer  only  to 
primitive  Xftosa  people  watching  a 
bird  fly  overhead.  Nowadays,  how¬ 
ever,  it  means  something  terribly 
sophisticated.  It  means  frantic  tap- 
tap  virtual  shopping  in  the  Chelsea 
Megastore  less  than  a  week  before 
Christmas,  saying  urgently:  “Yes. 

yes.  III  take  anything  you’ve  got," 
scrabbling  through  your  wallet  for 
suitable  credit  cards  and  praying 
that  the  modem  doesn't  disconnect 
before  the  transaction  is  complete. 

It  doesn't  help,  having  a  capri¬ 
cious  modem.  Mine  has  a  criminal¬ 
ly  short  attention  span,  which 
means  it’s  forever  ripping  me  out  of 
virtual  worlds  just  as  I’m  making 
myself  at  home.  To  be  fair,  however, 
it  seemed  to  enjoy  the  Chelsea 
Megastore-  It  not  only  helped  me  to 
locate  it  (die  work  of  at  least  an  hour 
when  there  are  1,989^82  sites  on  the 
Internet  featuring  the  words  “Chel¬ 
sea",  “Football"  or  “dub”),  but  also 
then  stayed  faithfully  connected  all 
through  my  browsing  in  the  “star 
nonary”  (si <3  department  and  also 


“Home  and  bedroom".  Point,  dick! 
Point  dick!  What  fun  we  had.  This 
beats  traipsing  round  the  shops. 

Bui  this  cosy  illusion  was  a  fool's 
paradise,  as  usuaL  Just  as  1  was 
saying  “III  take  the  pens  and  the 
wall  dock!  The  Times  will  payT  I 
found  mysdf  jerked  from  the  brink. 
A  “command  structure  failure" 
intervened,  rather  like  a  fire  alarm, 
and  1  was  bundled  empty-handed 
outside  into  the  grit  and 
buses  on  Fulham  Road. 

After  all  thaL  "Com¬ 
mand  syntax  is  not 
correct,"  1  was  told. 
“Parameters  required 
by  the  system  were  not 


passed  in.  Please  report  this  error  to 
the  shop  administrator."  Oh  bug¬ 
ger.  I  said,  with  my  hands  in  my 
pockets.  So  near  and  yet  so  far. 

God.  I  hale  the  Internet.  The 
commitment  is  so  one-sided.  You 
invest  hours  of  patience  and  good 
humour  in  it  as  if  queuing  for  an 
exhibition  at  the  Tate.  but.  when 
)U  finally  reach  the  Front  all  you 
is  an  unapologeric  sign  that 
says:  “Bear  with  us!  Exhibition  site 


ready  soon!"  The  hoars  IVe  spent 
trustingly  cleaning  ray  keyboard 
with  finger  and  spittle  just  don’t  bear 
thinking  about  If  you  really  tried  to 
shop  for  Christmas  by  this  method 
you’d  shoot  yourself  by  the  end. 

For  example,  connect  to  the  official 
Website  http://www.fa- 

carling.com ,  and  what  happens? 
After  a  long-ish  wait  fin  which  you 
can  dean  W,  E.  R,T,  Y  and  U)  it  will 
give  you  a  rather  prom¬ 
ising  “merchandise" 
choice.  Hoorah.  Click  it 
and  polish  H,  J.  K  and 
L  An  array  of  Premier¬ 
ship  football  jerseys 
appears  on  screen. 
Light-headed  with  success. 


Good. 

dick  “Spurs"  and  get  down  to  those 
stubborn  stains  on  the  function 
keys.  And  what  docs  it  say  when 
connected?  It  says  “Catalogue  for 
Tottenham  Hotspur  under  con¬ 
struction  for  the  1997-98  season." 
And  that’s  all. 

“But  this  is  the  I997-0S  season!" 
you  cry.  “Moreover,  it  is  Christmas 
andl  have  my  heart  set  on  buying  a 
While  Hare  Lane  mo  use  mat  for  the 


man  who  has  everything! ■“  Bui  you 
cant  argue  with  brickdust  and 
pneumatic  drills.  I  try  Chrises  by 
this  new  route  and  find  it  likewise 
under  construction,  which  is  odd. 
since  it  was  open  for  business  an 
hour  ago.  I  dick  Arsenal,  Liverpool 
Southampton.  Barnsley.  Coventry 

—  all  the  same  story.  They  must  ail 
have  the  same  builder.  Wimbledon 
is  cancelling  outstanding  orders 
“due  to  a  lack  of  stock  at  Selhursl 
Park",  which  in  my  heightened 
emotional  stale  strikes  me  as  the 
saddest  news  I  have  ever  heard. 

Everlon  was  open  for  business 
but  wasn't  accepting  ctftlii  card 
numbers  yet  You  had  to  give  them 
your  phone  number  and  wait  till 
they  rang  you.  Typical-  I  (hanked 
the  modem  for  its  forbearance  and 
hung  up.  1  wasn't  desperate  enough 
to  buy  something  From  Evereon. 
even  to  justify  the  three  hours’ 
investment  I  could  have  driven 
half-way  to  Goodison  Park  in  that 
rime.  And  I'd  bought  nothing  but 
disappointmenL  However,  my  key¬ 
board  looked  absolutely  lovely. 
Which  was  nice. 
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EQUESTRIANISM:  FRENCH  NEWCOMER  WINS  JUMP-OFF  TO  TAKE  CHRISTMAS  CRACKER  STAKES 


Caumont  leaves  world’s  best  trailing 


By  Jenny  MacAkthur 

XAVIEK  CAUMONT.  raided 
No  165  in  the  world  and 
compering  in  Great  Britain  for 
the  first  time,  upset  the 
formbook  at  the  Olympia 
showjumping  championships 
yesterday  when  he  and  his 
mare.  Baladine  du  Mesnil. 
outjumped  a  host  of  Europe's 
top  partnerships  to  win  the 
Christmas  Cracker  Stakes,  the 
main  event  of  the  afternoon. 

The  Frenchman.  42.  one  of 
only  rwo  riders  in  a  3 ’-strong 
field  10  go  clear  over  a 
demanding  course,  had  the 
satisfaction  of  relegating 
Ludger  Beerbaum.  the  Euro¬ 
pean  champion,  to  second 
place,  on  Sprehe  Rush  On. 
and  Franke  SJoofbanfc.  the 
world  champion,  to  third,  on 
San  Pairisnano  Cassini. 


THE  CHRISTMAS  CRACKER,  i.  Balcidine 
Dij  Me-jral  V  C-iunnounl.  Fij  On  3?5*  2. 
Spnrfic  Ririh  On  iL  SKiMirt  '3='  '  6  '2 
30  79  3.  San  Palnqnanci  Cawar  ir 
Sioorhaal-.  Geij  3  tin  fnis  round)  The  HoJly 
Pare  Relay:  i  Santa  s  Echo  (T  Slootdaie 
GSt  irvj  Oarrav  ftV  Funn»li'  <3Bi  53  56.  2. 
Ho^ict  |A  F^yridcle;  Durari  Spi  and  Je-.wl  3 
Wa*:m  iP  Raymaf'Mr..  Hcfil  53  90. 3.  Vutual 
VJi.ms  jj  in  -SMion  GEl  and  Virtual  Vfege 
EOwi  tM  Whiulor.  GSi  57  43  The  ChnaJ- 
mas  Tree  Stakes:  1 .  CrtuaJ  Wpinam 

IJ  Whcakei.  GBi  0  in  29  39  ft  Virrual  V.lto'» 
Two  Slfo  iMVihr.ifc-sn  On  3£>Oi.  3.  rAirwh 
(P  Charit-9.  IrolOrtKtSe 


"She  is  formidable.’’  Cau- 
mont  said  of  his  eight-year-old 
mare,  who  he  has  had  since 
she  was  six  months  old.  The 
same  might  be  said  of  her 
rider.  Caumont.  whose  name 
had  barely  been  whispered  on 
the  international  scene  six 
months  ago,  jumped  in  his 
first  World  Cup  show  in 
Prague  in  September,  where 
he  and  Baladine  were  fifth  in 
the  qualifier. 

Earlier  this  month,  Patrick 
Caron,  the  France  team  man¬ 
ager.  sent  him  to  the  Seville 
show  to  gain  more  experience. 
Caumont.  who  has  a  stud  in 
the  southwest  of  France  and 
has  made  his  name  bringing 
on  young  horses,  promptly 
wdo  the  World  Cup  qualifier 
there.  The  success  gave  him 
Jast-minute  enrry  to  Olympia 
and  the  chance  to  compete,  for 
the  first  rime,  alongside  nine  of 
the  top  ten  riders  in  the  world 
rankings. 
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Williams  triumphs 

in  power  struggle 

■  SNOOKER:  Rex  Williams  called  for  “unify  and 

last  night  after  emerging  successful  in  his  m 

Ian  Doyle.  the  sport's  most  influential  manag«:  J^.Yates 
writes;.  Wfiliams  had  opposed  the " 
Wildman,  his  vic&diairman.  and  Jim 
board  of  the  World  Professional  Billiards  and  Snooker 
Association  (WPBSA)  at  the  annual  general  meehngm 
London.  Both  men  were  perceived  as  Doyle  snfponasaid 
opposed  the  dismissal  of  Jim  McKenzie,  the  game  s  chief 
executive  earlier  this  month.  Neither  was  elected. 

Wildman  polled  23  votes  for  and  25  against  while  votes  for 
Chambers  were  split 24 each.  ^  theater  a^Wilkanm^d. 
his  casting  vote  to  ensure  Chambers  did  not  regain  to  seat 

Clubs  fined  over  brawl 

■  ICE  HOCKEY:  Sheffield  S teeters  and  Nottingham 
Panthers  must  pay  fines  totalling  £2.650  aftera  brawldunng 
their  game  ar  Sheffield  Arena  last  Saturday.  The  coaches 
were  fined  £250  each  for  allowing  players  to  leave  die  bench 
to  join  the  altercation.  Of  the  players.  Corey  Beaulieu,  of 
Sheffield,  charged  with  roughing  and  gross  misconduct  was 
fined  a  total  of  £ 700  and  suspended  for  six  matches. 

Damaging  split  healed 

■  RUGBY  LEAGUE:  Six  months  of  negotiations  between  the 
Australian  Rugby  League  (ARL)  and  the  breakaway 
Superleague  were  concluded  successfully  in  Sydney 
yesterday,  bringing  to  an  end  a  dispute  estimated  to  have  cost 
£320  million.  The  two  leagues  will  unite  to  form  a  20- team 
competition  next  year,  when  Great  Britain  will  face  a  full 
Australian  national  side  for  the  first  time  since  1994. 

Kewell  proves  a  j  ewel 

■  FOOTBALL:  Harry  KewelL  the  teenage  Leeds  United 
forward,  scored  after  two  minutes  of  sudden-death  extra  time 
yesterday  to  gfve  Australia  a  MJ  win  over  Uruguay  and  a 
place  in  the  final  of  die  Confederations  Cup.  KewelTs  left- 
footed  goal  from  25  yards,  earned  Australia  a  meeting 

with  Brazil,  2-0  winners  over  the  Czech  Republic,  in  the  final 
tomorrow. 


Skelton,  on  Virtual  Vplage  JJ.  clears  a  fence  during  the  pairs  relay  event  at  Olympia  yesterday.  Photograph:  Julian  Herbert/ Allspoit  Fine  returns  rewarded 


In  recognition  of  this  high- 
calibre  field  and  determined  to 
avoid  a  repeat  of  the  marathon 
lb-horse  jump-off  on  the  open¬ 
ing  night.  Bob  Ellis,  the  course 
designer,  had  built  a  big. 
technical  course  for  the  open¬ 
ing  round  of  the  competition 
yesterday. 

The  first  12  riders,  including 
tlie  Whitaker  brothers,  made 
mistakes.  John  Whitaker,  on 
Virtual  Village  Grannusch. 
incurred  four  faults  at  the 
upright  fence  No  7.  one  of  the 
most  Infuential  fences  on  the 


course.  Michael  Whitaker,  his 
younger  brother,  had  four 
faults  at  fences  No  3  and 
No  9a.  Nick  Skelton  and 
Showtime,  also  winners  for 
Britain  on  the  opening  day, 
retired  after  incurring  eight 
faults  early  on. 

It  was  left  to  Beerbaum,  the 
1992  Olympic  champion,  to 
show  how  the  course  should 
be  jumped.  His  superb  clear 
round  on  Sprehe  Rush  On  was 
acclaimed  as  if  it  were  the 
winning  one.  but  Caumont, 
undaunted,  then  produced  a 


second,  superbly-judged  clear 
round. 

In  the  jump-off.  Beerbaum. 
the  first  to  go.  hit  the  last  two 
fences.  Caumont,  busy  warm¬ 
ing  up.  had  not  watched  him, 
but  was  told  as  he  entered  the 
ring  that  a  slow  clear  round  or 
only  one  fence  down  would  be 
sufficient  to  win.  Negotiating 
the  shortened  six-fence  course 
with  the  coolness  of  a  sea¬ 
soned  international,  he  went 
dear. 

The  Whitakers’  flying  start 
to  the  show  in  the  Christmas 


Tree  Stakes  on  Thursday 
night  had  the  6.000-strong 
crowd  in  the  Grand  HaU 
stamping  their  approval.  John 
Whitaker,  the  bookmers’  fa¬ 
vourite  for  the  Volvo  World 
Cup  qualifier  today,  produced 
a  lightning-fast  round  on  the 
17-yearold  Virtual  Village 
Welham  to  finish  the  16-horse 
jump-off  0.07sec  ahead  of  his 
brother  on  Virtual  Village  Two 
Step.  Peter  Charles,  of  Ireland, 
the  former  European  champi¬ 
on,  took  third  place  on  his 
prolific  winner,  TAime. 


□  William  Fox-Pitt.  winner  of 
a  team  gold  and  an  individual 
bronze  medal  at  the  Open 
European  three-day  event 
championships  in  September, 
was  presented  with  the  British 
Equestrian  Writers'  Associa¬ 
tion's  trophy  for  the  Equestri¬ 
an  personality  of  the  year  at 
Olympia  yesterday.  His  horse. 
Cosmopolitan,  was  named  the 
British  Equestrian  Insurance 
Brokers’  event  horse  of  rite 
year. 

Talking  Horse,  page  39 


■  SQUASH:  Peter  Marshall  and  Sue  Wright  completed  remark¬ 
able  returns  to  form  in  1997  by  taking  the  No  1  positions  ran  the 
new  England  ranking  lists  issued  by  die  Squash  Rackets 
Association  yesterday.  Marshall,  who  was  out  of  the  game  for  two 
years  with  chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  displaced  his  friend,  Simon 
Parke;  Wright  took  over  from  Cassandra  Jackman. 

Snow  too  hot  for  Bray 

■  REAL  TENNIS:  Julian  Snow,  of  Great  Britain,  won  three 
sets  out  of  four  in  the  first  leg  of  the  British  Land  world 
championship  eliminator  against  Chris  Bray,  his 
compatriot,  yesterday.  The  winner  of  the  best-of-nine  sets 
contest  wiD  play  another  Briton,  Mike  Gooding,  in  the 
spring  to  establish  who  will  challenge  Rob  Fahey,  of  Australia. 


ICE  SKATING 


Lipinski  aims  to  get 
back  on  her  feet 

From  Angela  Court  in  Munich 


WITH  the  Winter  Olympic 
Games  less  than  eight  weeks 
away,  a  handful  of  the  world "s 
leading  figure  skaters  will  be 
seeking  to  establish  themselves 
this  weekend  at  the  ISU  Cham¬ 
pions  Series  Final  here.  The 
competitors  have  qualified 
through  various  internationals 
and,  while  the  winners  will 
leave  richer  (a  gold  medal- 
winner  gets  $50,000.  which  is 
about  £30,000).  ihe  honour  in 
Munich  far  overshadows  the 
money. 

Attention  in  the  women's 
event  will  centre  on  Tara 
Lipinski.  of  the  United  Srates. 
who.  in  March,  became  the 
youngest  world  champion  ar  14 
"but  has  vet  tu  win  this  season. 


5a: 
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CRICKET:  WOMEN  HAVE  CHANCE  TO  REBUILD  THEIR  CONFIDENCE 


Sri  Lanka  offer  easier  challenge 


BOXING 


Lipinski:  loss  of  form 


In  Skate  America  and 
Trophee  Lalique  internation¬ 
als,  she  could  manage  only 
second  place  behind  Michelle 
Kwan.  her  fellow  American, 
and  Laetitia  Hubert,  of 
France,  respectively. 

Kwan  and  Hubert  have 
withdrawn  because  of  injury, 
leaving  Lipinski  an  easier  task 
here.  Her  main  challenge 
appears  to  come  from  Irina 
Slutskaya,  twice  the  European 
champion,  and  Tanja  Szew- 
czenko.  of  Germany,  the  1994 
world  bronze  medal-winner. 

For  the  men.  this  competi¬ 
tion  will  provide  the  final  pre- 
Olympic  meeting  between 
Elvis  Siojko.  of  Canada,  the 
world  champion,  and  the  1996 
world  champion.  Todd  Eld- 
redge.  of  the  United  States. 

Ptisha  Grishuk.  the  Euro¬ 
pean.  Olympic  and  world 
champion,  and  Evgeny  Platov, 
of  Russia,  are  expected  to  lead 
the  ice  dance  line-up,  while  the 
pairs  skaters.  Mandy  Wood 
and  Ingo  Steuer.  of  Germany, 
will  hope  to  build  on  the  world 
title  that  they  won  in  March. 

However,  the  pair  attract¬ 
ing  most  interest  here  are  Xue 
Shen  and  Hongbo  Zhao,  of 
China  Yet  to  break  into  the 
world’s  top  ten.  they  have 
already  bearen  several  higher- 
ranked  couples  to  qualify. 


THE  omens  were  never  good 
for  the  England  women  crick¬ 
eters  in  Nagpur  after  the  pilot 
of  the  aircraft  carrying  them 
from  Bombay  had  taken  two 
attempts  to  locate  the  runway. 
Australia  then  produced  an 
aggressive  and  near-faulr/ess 
.display  to  inflict  on  England 
their  first  defeat  in  this  World 
Cup. 

As  if  to  add  insult  to  injury, 
after  a  2‘2-hour  delay  to  their 
flight  out  of  Nagpur,  the  pilot 
deaded  both  the  England  and 
Australia  squads  had  taken 
too  long  to  arrive  from  their 
hotel  and  was  ready  to  depan 
with  the  players  stranded  on 
the  runway.  Only  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  indian-bam 
Australian  doctor  travelling 
with  the  squad  changed  the 
pilot’s  mind. 

Certainly,  during  their 
stopover  here  in  Ghaziabad 
before  the  quarter-final  match 
in  Chandigarh  against  Sri 
Lanka  rornorrovv.  the  Eng¬ 
land  players  couid  not  their 
hide  relief  at  being  finished 
with  Nagpur.  Defeat  knocked 
the  team  sideways:  nothing 
had  prepared  them  for  the 
pace  of  Catherine  Fitzpatrick, 
nor  he  professionalism  at  the 
opposition. 

Sri  Lanka,  however,  should 
hold  no  terrors  and  a  semi¬ 
final  plats  in  Madras  on 
December  26  is  more  or  less 
assured,  almost  certainly 
against  New  Zealand,  who 


From  Thrasy  Petropoulqs  in  ghaziabad 


play  their  quarter-final  match 
against  Ireland  in  Bombay  on 
December  23. 

It  would  be  wrong  at  this 
stage  for  England  to  panic 
and  change  their  approach. 
They  have  some  talented  play¬ 
ers  and  though  the  bowling 
has  been  disappointing  at 
rimes,  it  is  important  to  note 
how  far  superior  Australia 
are  to  any  other  side  on  view 


here.  Perhaps,  more  than 
anything,  the  England  squad 
lacks  the  athleticism  that  is  so 
obvious  a  feature  of  Austra¬ 
lia’s  success. 

A  quarter-final  in  Chandi¬ 
garh,  followed  by  a  semi-final 
in  Madras,  is  not  a  bad  draw 
for  England.  The  alternatives 
were  matches  in  Lucknow 
and  Guwahati.  in  the  north¬ 
east  of  the  country,  where 


Smith  takes  over  as 
Hampshire  captain 


ROBIN  SMITH,  the  former 
England  batsman,  was  yes¬ 
terday  appointed  as  the 
Hampshire  captain  for  next 
season.  Shaun  UdaL  the  off 
spinner,  is  the  vice-captain. 

Smith,  54.  said:  “At  this 
stage  of  my  career,  I  have 
needed  the  extra  challenge 
and  1  only  hope  I  can  bring 
success."  Hampshire  also 
announced  the  signing  of 
.Alex  and  Zac  Morris,  broth¬ 
ers  who  played  for  Yorkshire. 

David  Mjllns.  32.  the  fast 
bowler,  has  been  awarded  a 
benefit  year  in  1999  by  Leices¬ 
tershire.  Miilns  made  his 
debut  in  1990  and  was  capped 
the  next  year. 

Despite  a  fine  century  by 
Graham  Napier,  the  first  of 


their  NatWest-sponsored 
tour,  England  Under-19  had 
to  hang  on  against  South 
African  Students  in  Port  Eliz¬ 
abeth  for  their  fourth  draw  in 
four  matches. 

Set  264  to  win  in  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  63  overs.  England 
were  never  in  the  hunt  once 
Stephen  Peters,  the  acting 
captain,  was  given  out  caught 
at  the  wicket  down  the  leg 
side  despite  the  ball  clearly 
coming  off  his  pad. 

Napier.  17,  of  Essex. 
brought  up  his  century  with  a 
fierce  square  cut  to  the 
boundary.  When  he  was 
eighth  out  for  110  with  the 
total  156,  Jonathan  Powell 
and  Joe  Tucker  held  on  for  12 
overs  to  secure  the  draw. 


many  of  the  players  who  are 
on  this  tour  were  confined  to 
their  hotel  rooms  in  1995  after 
an  incident  with  a  gun  in  the 
hotel  bar.  Before  tne  tourna¬ 
ment.  Australia  lodged  an 
official  complaint  about  the 
prospect  of  playing  in 
Guwahati  and  have  declared 
that  they  are  unwilling  to 
travel  there.  In  all  probability, 
though,  they  will  have  little 
choice  in  the  matter. 

The  incessant  travel  has  left 
its  mark  on  the  England 
squad.  More  than  a  hmt  of 
weariness  is  creeping  in  and, 
as  Christmas  beckons,  this  is 
probably  the  hardest  time  for 
many  of  the  players.  There 
are  few  grumbles,  however, 
and  Christmas  in  Madras  is  a 
good  deal  mare  appetising 
than  being  forced  to  spend  it 
in  Guwahati. 

The  most  intriguing  of  the 
quarter-finals  promises  to  be 
that  between  India  and  South 
Africa  in  Patna.  The  South 
Africans  are  short  of  experi¬ 
ence,  but  high  on  talent,  as 
they  showed  during  their 
narrow  defeat  by  England  in 
a  rain-affected  match  in  Hy¬ 
derabad.  Much  depends  on 
how  they  cope  with  India's 
spinners. 

ENGLAND  iprobatnei.  K  Smithies  (cap- 
I8r>).  J  C.«*at.  C  Edwards.  J  Brttnn  0 
Darnels.  5  Maroaft?.  K  Leng.  M  Reynard  C 
Connor  S  Redtem.  C  Taylor 
QUARTER-FINALS;  Today:  Australia  v 
Hofland,  Lucknow.  Tomorrow:  England  v 
Sn  Lanka.  Chandigarh.  Dec  22:  South 
Africa  w  (mb),  Fama.  Dec  23:  Ireland  vhteM 
Zealand.  Bombay 


SNOW  REPORTS 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


AUSTRIA 
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Weatfier 
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U 
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snow 

3C 

iir  neftiV  art 

cloud  6 

15,12 

:-\Z  60  fi/fa  and  4 3 -5P  prjf?3  very  warm  v.earfwri 
7G  110  gsc-J  good  cloud  2  15/12 

(Very  ■p.?cd  chitg  MS i  16/rfts  openi 


FRANCE 

^cniz 


Vai  Thorena 


25  6Q  T.=.r  heavy  slushy  c!2Ud  3  12/12 

{Warmer  k  earner  softer-ng  snew1 
20  110  fair  heavy  slush;  cloud  5  14/12 

icrs-hf pistes  open  wifc  wratner  softening  tower  clapesi 

40  120  J3c.d  rsavy  /.tun  cloud  1  19.12 

foes,'  skiing  on  higher  pules-  quite  wndy » 
e  40  70  varied  art  cloud  4  1?.l2 

1 34  Ate  open  goad  srfitp  on  upper  slopes/ 
r.s  40  30  fair  varied  fair  lair  1  12/12 

(Very  vwndv  earthen*  cau?;ng  few  l/ft  closures! 


SWITZERLAND 

C  tJiomarj 


S<j3s  Fee 


30  160  riaod  pa.vder  gcod  tioud  -2  13/12 

■30cm  .’res ft  sroer  great  sWing  avartab/el 

5  40  far  varied  closed  wind  J  5SUI 2 

iBesi  sSwig  on  upper  stapes  t£'4t  lifts  open} 

10  90  good  varied  lair  fair  3  14.' 12 

riiftiosfcv  gcod  slung  "5  lifts  open) 

30  235  good  powder  closed  doad  1  19/12 

fSome  tieshsno&-  but  high  winds  in  area) 

5  100  gcod  varied  dosed  fine  0  14/12 

, 'Strong  innas  keeping  monr  tort  dosed} 


UNITED  STATES 
C  Suite  70 


|  70  goad  varied  good 

(Very  good  siring  a.ai iabfe.  cold  '.weather  1 


Tine  -14  14/12 


Source  Sir  Club  of  Great  Britain  L  -  lower  stopc<‘  'J  -  upper,  err  -  artificial. 


_ ATHLETICS _ 

MELBOURNE-  Zaapefr  Classic 

rjini:;  5-.5L-J.UI  iS'ttt  irTi'S-  Men. 
10.000m:  i  L  Kcusca-  -cv  Z~-.~ 
2.  J  yi  frc-.  2~ X  I-  "  " 
John',-:"  iNZi  X  C  v  cC  Wonanr.  40Cfrn  ■ 
C  Fijorrjr  i"  67 w;  Z  £  tuTcr/.v.c  52.:?. 
3  LNsyciK-95  Tnptojunro  . mil-*. 

'•2fKn-  0  L'-ivsTTS-naiS'.;:.  '3f.Z  : 
S  4;ery  tNZi  :2  6T  Discls  r.  3  --i-7%"^ 
•1C.  ^  tcJTi  2  L-M  vcotiK"  55  2  - 

Lever 55 -X)  Shor  t  L-M  "5  57.- 

1  a  Faunu-na  'f-lZi  '5  lie  3  3 
li*.1?  Hammer  ;  Z  Scss-iorB;  il  4/—, 
3S  3  £5  Al' 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  CUP-  Seminal,  caccnfl  'ey 

LdCiivar  Rac»s  w  Li7r-dr>  ty.vr  :  54 
(Leiceo-or  Am  isc-lirl  a-  s;r?cre  tr£ 
r.eo:  Tr.a— -so  i  i'..?,  .-  r;  -.'i- 

HUROPEAT4  LE^UE.  Grap  4:  z  r. 

fSujjt  ci  PcJi  f.*» cnc  <2;:  "f  Lc~??zz 
'rn  o2  Cir  7:  7-4 

A'i-Ti  i!;rl  76  Group  B'  T'u .  z.:  “7- 

c5  ij-m'.s  Sen-  i'Iioi  ■  'j  Group  G.  U-;r 
:ja.-c«2  iTiai  66  K-C:r  z:xrri  i.v  6£ 
Group  O:  9c;'.c  •G-?'  (n  -c’/  A;-?-.? 

iCtj  &r.  eaiWv-:  :7c.  ii  Hu’pot- 
ict  iii-t  65.  Pan  .j-.  "ri  65 

G&cm  Za~cB  iCro-  7t 

NA730N4I  ASSOCJ47IDN  !tiSA>  .Vfld- 
nesday:i’v;ina37!bflV«-?0  Bj/’/rSo 
Tarpnla  33  'A/Jvtrrvj'a'i  a.-ri  74; 
Wjnta  94  Onea-:  'il  C'/W?  ?? 
WtAO-J vS*9C.  M«.  j£'3S’.  iC5C-sfr7J!  :j:- 
Uirmesou  94  fts-aooiprvasc.  O-c^s'  :C4 
La;  Arg 32;  ?.v  Arts?- a  33 
Vmeougci  67  Thursday;  "ji-  '.-ia  73  Uian 
35  Dallas  75  ?>;erw  «9  S rtS  113 
Censor  Lo--.  frj slei  £2 

Goasri  Sli!=  7.3 


_ BOWLS _ 

PRESTON:  Saga  world  indoor  champion¬ 
ship:  Singles;  Rrst-reund  draw.  H  Dutf 
i£S3l!  v  L  GJSh  lEnqi:  I  Taller  fAus|  v  P 
r:3tcT  fSc;ti.  M  McManon  ;Aur.|  v  N 
Ke-.re3y  .HK1.  I  SchubKV  lAusi  v  J 
A  AiicwA  1  Ena;  •.  n 
Boc*7.  ■"im  J  Free  iWaiesi  y  R  Marshal 


r.-.ii-’  yerjeyi:  R  Eia^try  tro  »  Caradjn 
cuv.!ct  D  Gourtav  iSculi  v  B  J»5rn 
E-?i  .VPistor*.  'Eng:  r  M  Galtorav  iTCi. 
S  Rfis  yi'aleai  v  J  Hetvy  (:,e;:  G  Roecrsan 
3s1)  v  A  ilte^n  iGuew-pyi;  A  Thomson 
:E~!  j  H  ifiTcde  fAaics!  Pws:  Flrsl -round 
draw:  A  Atsacfr  and  M  Kmn  (Erg)  v  D 
nsrims  and  J  GreenaiaJc  (Waiesi.  M 
VcMahor  end  £  Glasson  iA/jsj  u  A 
SScno*;  and  G  GnTe  'tngi.  W  H  ctnrcs 
ar4  G  Harlow  ■'angr  v  C  Hcoq  aw  G 
’.IsCiPr  flrci.  I  arm  G  rtshcrSon 
•ScrJi  v  J  Herr,1  ano  n  Boot;  i  m?i  □ 
jz-jtef  and  H  Duff  iScoii  v  A  Ross  arl  A 
Mars-hW  i5coi|.  S  R-ws  rc  4  P"ce  iWaiesi 
R  Sraine  and  M  GJKawav  1 
S  z*-jy>r  r  arm  l  TsvUir  'Auvi  v  L  Noon  and 
-  V/ciil  i'n-in-iei  IslarCs'.  G  SmiCi  md  A 
v  ti  IHW,  and 

Gnaair  cuakcr 

CRICKET 

Tour  match 

South  Africa  Students 
v  England  Under-19 

rTJTT  cJ/MEcTrt  JI  d-JV  at  toiDl:  Scsjlf- 
Atr-44  SArttgr.fi  sir#  w>?fi  En-Und  Under- 
73 

SOUTH  AFRICA  STUDENTS'  FrtS  Tnmngi 
315-D  dec  (D  Ms«at  130.  G  Kmj  7*  J  C 
Ft'Min « tw  a?l 


Second  Imngs 

□  WoftK  ro:  ou:  .  72 

J  HcnCersaa  z  Vtnan  b  Grow . .  .9 

;A Jauabs s; Wfton to 5^nl«ld  ...  27 

m  Ben«id  na  out  .  -25 

E*rasa>l  to 61 . _J_ 

TnW  p  wte  d«c) _ 140 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  r-36, 2-36 
BOWLING  TucLsr  7-0-SW)  Grave  3-0- 
J2-i.  >33ug*i3-l^g^J.  Sdholie'd  60-33-1. 
ENGLAND  UNDER-19:  F«l  Imirigs  192 

Second  Innings 

*S  D  Peleirac  Jacobs  b  Ei  am.  . 5 

I N  rorLagii  c  tiitla:  b  Evano  .  9 

MAGowgnuJaccts&Kwnp . 2 

G  R  Haywood  c  fvtg  0  Low  _  .  .10 

G  R  Naper  c  Hqndwson  t>  Lcwo  . —  110 

GPSvrarrtBLOrt .  ...  1 

CFSifrcl.ewcKftn>b£*4n5 — . 13 

fN  J  ;Vfton  b  Evans . . 0 

J  C  Rcv.-cfl  wjl  ai .  6 

J  T  Tcei'Er  no!  ew  . 3 

Son  10  5.  no  2; . . -  .  .  7 

Total  {S  wfcst - 166 

FALL  OP  WICKETS  1-7  2-JO.  3-20.  4-70 
5-34.  £-'50.  7-150.  B- 156 
3QVYUNG:  Holiy.00  7-2-lC-O:  Evans  32-8- 
SW.  Kerop  5-17-1.  Low  2SW9-3: 
AEki-j;  7-1-94-0:  MlOM  S-2-8-0 
C-'racvas.  E  Sch±z  and  S  CoddcrntMy 

TOUR  MATCH  (lira  day  at  tour).  Brisbane: 
Sa'jih  AfrKsrr,  3427  ;G  Kr:!nr  79.  H  H 
GJte  541  v  Australia  A 
SHEFFIELD  SHIELD  (hrsi  day  0!  tour). 
Hobart  Verona  180-9  dec  rC  Mto  4-fiti. 
Tosroama  514}  Adelaide:  South  Austria 
323-7  13  Webber  145  D  FiSmrald  57,  S 
Gwk  4-665  v  Mw,  South  Wales.  Perth: 
Western  Australia  134,  Queensland  36 1 
WOMENS  WORLD  CUP:  QuarW-fliral 
draw;  Today-  Australia  r,  HoHartd  tat 
Luo  now)  TomcxRxr  England  *  Sn  LarAa 
tMaruei  Monday.  Soura  Africa  v  t*lia 


iPamj)  Tuesday:  New  Zealand  v  Iratand 
(Bombayl 

FOOTBALL 

CONFSIEflATKWS’  CUP:  Semi-finals: 
Bra?/  2  Czech  fteoubhc  0.  Austrafia  1 
Uruguay  0  i4e>)  (boOr  n  Riyadh) 
Thursday’s  late  results 
FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dmstom  Dyndaft  □  ShamrocK 
Rousts  0 

FRENCH  LEAGUE;  La  Havre  1  Nantw  ft 
Met  3  AS  Monaco  0. 

SPANISH  LEAGUE:  Valencia  1  Doportiw 
LaCcrjfeO. 


SYDNEY,  Australia:  Codum  Classic: 
Lasdere  aftar  two  rounds  (Ausnafia  ufltess 
Stated):  137:LParaons6a.69  1 3E:  C  Party 
7ft  6a  140;  R  ADertby  70.  7ft  5  Toonren  72. 
6ft  141:  C  Jones  73. 68. 142  R  Byrd  (US) 
63.  73;  E  Boulr  (NZl  71,  71:  S  Tat  72. 70.  W 
Srmrj®,  73,  i43rPLcraid7l.  72,DEcob 
71,  7?  RWMk  70.  73;  KDtuee  71, 72. 

ICE  HOCKEY 

SUPER  LEAGUE  sneffiso  Steetera  4 
BaargscAe  BlStji  4  (OT). 

EXPRESS  CUP:  Manchester  Statm  3  Aw 
Scottish  Eagles  4,  Cardtf  Devils  7  Nottng- 
ham  Partners  2. 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL)-  Wednesday: 
Now  Yort  Rangers  4  Ronda  2  New  Yorfc 
Manoors  4  Bunak)  ft  Tamoa  Bay  2  Boson 
ft  Colorado  2  Dobm  2  {OT):  Etfincraon  0 
Oscago  0  iOT);  Vancouver  5  Phoenix  1, 
Toronto  6  Arrarwim  2  Ttruisdsy:  Wmtfv 
iriQJon  0  Florida  4:  Ottawa  3  Carofcia  ft 
PhiladeWna  2  Boston  2  (OT).  SI  Louis  4 
Ncn  Jersey  4  JOT);  Catgery  J  Dflfttt  2  L« 


Holyfield  forced  to 
lower  his  demands 

By  Sri kumar  sen.  boxing  correspondent 


NEGOTIATORS  for  Lennox 
Lewis  hold  tire  strongest  hand 
in  the  thzee-pany  talks  to  be 
held  this  weekend  at  the 
'  offices  of  Don  Ring  in  Florida 
that  will  try  to  find  a  way 
round  obstacles  delaying  the 
unification  bout  between  Lew¬ 
is.  tire  World  Boxing  Council 
champion,  and  Evander 
Holyfield,  who  .  holds  the 
World  Boxing  Association  and 
International  Boxing  Federa¬ 
tion  belts. 

The  discubions  had  stalled 
because  of  the  high  demands 
of  Holyfield  and  King,  but 
they  will  have  to  compromise 
if  they  want  the  bout  to  take 
place.  Lewis  is  well-placed  to 
wait  for  the  right  terms,  but 
Holyfield  and  King  do  not 
have  time  on  their  side. 

if  Holyfield  cannot  agree 
terms,  he  has  to  face  either 
Henry  Akinwande  or  Vaughn 
Bean,  As  Holyfield  wants  to 
retire  as  undisputed  champi¬ 
on,  making  the  bout  with. 
Lewis  the  last  contest  of  his 
career,  he  does  not  intend  to 
meet  Akinwande  or  Bean  —  in 
which  case,  he  could  be 
stripped  of  his  titles. 

The  bout  could  still  be 
staged  with  only  Lewis's  title 
at  stake,  but  neither  champion 
is  in  favour  of  such  a  solution. 
Therefore,  Holyfield  may  have 


Afigjjes  S  Toronto  ft  San  Jose  0  Vancouver 

RACKETS 

□U®TS  CLUB:  Pubic  schools 
champtonsiiips:  Renny  Cup;  TTiW  round; 
H  Pawn  (HaUaybmy)  fctt  T  Born  lend 
(Mafciwn)  1M.  17-18.  15ft.  R  Gowtey 
|MW6»-xmi)  bt  M  Sortx  (Tomndoei 
13-15.  15ft  17-14;  A  Loudon  (Etonj  bfj 


15-4;  O  Rigby  (Wcflincton)  u  MBcUord 
(Martbaougti)  1S-5.  16-14;  J  Bata  (Mol- 
wami  w  A  Bird  (Marteorougre  5-15,  15-4. 
15-12;  A  Andjel  fHarrcw)  ce  j  straefcw 
(Tototidgei  15-id.  15-6.  m  Cittwooa 
tx  S  Cowley  (ChettenlTam) 

RUGBY  UNION  ~ 

THE  TIMES  EUROPEAN  STUDENTS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS:  Pool  one:  Swansea 
Urwgrciy  22  Trmsy  CoBega.  Du  Win  5 
{math  adanckned  after  60mm);  Durtwn 
Unh«ra1y*JRomaUr»wsiiyO  Poof  two: 
ToiAsuse  Urm-'aofy  35  Unr«csiiy  CoBaqe, 
Dutftn  3;  NonhiflTfcna  Unwarelty  10 
Loughdorrajgh  Upirarsny  13  Pool  lour 
Snstol  Uwasiy  13  Canjfl  Msdfcafc  8; 
WWOTty  Codega,  Cork  13  OrforO  Urtwar- 

SWING  " 

VAL  DTSERE.  Franca  Wortd  Cup  giara 
stetam:  Women:  i.  D  Ompagnorn  rm 
IB  83s«r.  2.  A  MeissraCer  (Aininai 
2  IfiSft  3.  L  Piccard  (Fr)  r^OCP;  4,  K 
2:20 4?-  S.  S  Nel  Onto) 
jjfflto:  6.  S  Viertn  ft)  33055.  7.  A 
RammwJNort  £20.7^ 8.  A  Santolaria 


to  take  a  cut  in  the  $35  million 
purse  that,  he  is  seeking.  King, 
who  must  act  in  Holyfield^s 
best  interests  or  face  losing  his 
right  to  promote  the  bout, 
must  trim  the  demands  that 
he  is  making  on  Lewis.  King 
has  said  that  he  is  prepared  to 
pay  Lewis  $10  million  (about 
£6  million)  for  the  bout  and 
give  die  champion's  promo¬ 
tion  company,  Panix,  a  stake 
in  his  business,  the  kind  of 
partnership  that  King  had 
with  Frank  Warren. 

In  return,  the  American 
promoter  wants  50  per  cent  of 
Lewis,  who  has  always  said  he 
would  work  with  King  if  he 
did  not  want  "an  arm  and  a 
leg”.  The  champion  can  now 
hardly  be  expected  to  give 
King  half  of  himself. 

Jim  Thomas,  representing 
Holyfield  at  the  talks,  said  that 
he  had  a  figure  to  put  to  King 
and  was  not  going  home  until 
the  deal  was  done.  He  also 
said  that  if  King  holds  up  the 
proceedings,  he  and  Holyfield 
would  take  a  more  active  role 
in  the  negotiations. 

The  deal  must  be  signed  this 
month  to  allow  HBO.  the 
cable  television  company,  suf¬ 
ficient  time  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  bout  to  be  shown 
on  TVKO,  its  pay-per-view 
outlet,  on  March  6. 


LA  PLACftiE,  Franc*:  Wortd  Cup  frMstyfai 
mogUsrMerc  1.  JMutaey  (US)  MMok 
2.  JCusson  tfSafll  25  83: 3,  S  Rocfwi  iCanj 
25  39;  4.  J-L  Brassard  (Can)  25  23:  S,  J 
Rumba*  (Swa)  2493.  &.  P  Rousseau 
(Can)  24.B3.  Woman:  1.  A  Boibiag  (Den) 
2360: 2.  C  tag  IF.)  23.4S.  1  Ktiaa  [Nori 
2138:  4.  KJ*lgs#ad  (Can!  23.37.  5.  T 
WDermayw  (OaJ33.il;  6.  A  Bafrrtte  (US) 

23.02. 

KONTIOLATHI.  Rntancfc  World  Cup  bi¬ 
athlon:  Mere  l,J  Wueserfey  [Ger)28rwi 
21  3sae;  2.  R  Gross  (Ger)  26-30  O;  3.  S 
Fischer  (Ger)  26-354.  4.  v  Matgcuov 
(Rlks)  M-383-.S.  S  Rolkw  (Russ)  M  j?  i 
6.  F  Andresen  iNori  2649  6.  Woman:  1.U 
gW  JGert  g3:<^2sec  2,  M  Z«mer  (Ger) 

A  A  Volt ova  (Russ)  23  47.1. 5.  G  hoiAtew 
(Russl  24-01 0: 0. 0  Pen  ova  (UVi)  34-01 4. 

SNOOKER  ~ 

STOCKPORT:  United  Kfawdom  Tour 
wont:  Quarter-finals:  C  Shade  iScoi)  la  P 
WMams  JWates)  S-4;MPentort  (Wales)  MO 
Waiver  (Eng)  S-3.  A  Rooa  (Erg)  bt  0 
Jffpaone J&g)  S-0;  A  Botsowr  (Eno)  MM 
Strfni'ftf'ais:  Femon  w 
Sfrada  5-ft  BMsover  M  Ross  S-3.  Rnat 
Fenton  bt  Botsaw  6-j 

_ Tennis _ 

QUEEfrS  Cure:  WTA  Christmas  touma- 
mwt  QueiW-finate:  A  Wammqht  (Ease*) 
MCSmtth  (Hwtforthhpre) 6-1,  M,  J WM9 
(Noitfiamptanstilre)  M  J  K«ne  (WanwK- 
6-1;  LOgan  (Warvndistere) 
W  L  Herbert  (H&rtfotdehee)  7.5.  M:  J 
Choudlwy  (CamondgasWra)  b!  L  Wood 
(Warwfctofara)  64.  7-6.  SernMnaJs:  Wan- 
"W  W  White  6-3.  6ft  Cnoudhury  K 
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The  news  that  football  atten¬ 
dances  are  up  for  the  tenth 
consecutive  season  is 
greeted  by  the  .  shallow 
modem  observer  as  proof  positive 
that  a  rainbow  tow  sits  around  the 
shoulders  of  our  national  game.  Yet 
those  of  us  who  know  the'industry 
from  the  inside  wfl]  see  this  grim 
statistic  as  one  more  example  of  the 
shedding  of  its  great  and  treasured  ' 
traditions,  for.  if  official  atten- 
dances  are  steadily  rising,  it  can 
only  mean  one  thing:  we  are  in  the 
twilight  years  of  that  tireless  and 
reassuring  animal,  the  Bent  Tirm- 
stile  Man. 

There  was  a  time  when  no  dub 
was  too  big  .  or  too  .small  that  it 
didn’t  have  within  its  set-up  a  small 
group  of  independent  and  hard¬ 
working  employees  —  often  ex-pros 
themselves  —  who  were,  as  my 
father  would  put  it,  “very  ap¬ 
proachable”.  It  wasn't  so  much  that, 
their  door  was  always  open,  but, 
thanks  to  their  philosophy,  the 
club's  was.  For  these  were  the  Bent 
Turnstile  Men.  No  matter  how 
much  ticker  prices  rose,  no  matter 
from  where  in  a  ground  you  wished 
to  view  the  match,  no  matter  how 
“sold  our  a  fixture  was.  the  Bent 
Turnstile  Men  could  always,  scat 
something  out  '  .  . 

My  earliest  manory  of  attending 
MiUwaU  is  of  being  lifted  high  over 
the  turnstiles,  week  in.  wed;  out,  as 
my  dad  slipped  the  grinning  old 
boy  in  the  booth  a  fraction  of  the- 
advertised  entrance  fee.  Under  the 
keen  stewardship  of  these  wily  and 
reasonable  •venturers,  huge  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  public  were  allowed  to 
vanish  from  the  balance  sheet  like 
the  unemployed  at  election  time  or 
listeners  from  Radio  Three. 

Indeed,  despite  self-satisfied  PR 
about  growing  gates.  I  honestly  feel 
the  amount  of  people  watching 
professional  football  has  never 
been  lower.  Hie  old-time  Bent 
TumsdJe  Man  has  been  replaced 
with  revolting  oQy  bow-tied  sales 
assistants  with  no  feeling  for  foot¬ 
ball  who  sit  at  generic  laser- 
printing  computer  screens  dial  can  - 
cough  out  anything  from  theatre 
tickets  to  prescriptions  for  penicil¬ 
lin.  Approach  one  of  these  efficient 
but  naive  drones  with  a  wink  and 


three-£l  coins  and  they  react  like 
Drew  Banymore  does  when  she 
first  sees  E.T. 

Perhaps  my  favourite  tale  of 
turnstile  initiative  came  from  a 
supporter  of  Manchester  City  who 
took  tiie  whole  theme  of  private 
enterprise  to  a  heroic  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  extreme. 

During  City's  last  spefl  in  the 
lower  leagues,  one  of  their  Easter 
fixtures  took  them  to  Home  Park. 
Plymouth.  On  arrival  at  the  away 
supporters’ end,  my  friend  noticed 
that  only  two  entrances  were  open 
—  both  at  tile  ,  far  right  of  the 
ground  and  both  with  consider¬ 
able  queues.  Outraged  at  this  shoe 
of  West  Country  sloth,  he  sought  to 
alert  thepowers  of  Plymouth  to  tile 
inconvenience  and  danger  that 
they  were  creating  and  began 
hammering  at  the  door  of  a 
tamstile  on  the  left  To  h is  sur¬ 
prise,  the  door  was  not  bolted  and 
swung  open  invitingly.  Home 
Plark  yawned  before  hun. 

It  is  here  that  a  lesser  intellect 
might  have  amply  seen  the  invita¬ 
tion  for  tiie  slice  of  sheer  goose  it 
was  and,  with  an  energetic  bound, 
entered  the  arena.  But  not  dive. 


Sorry.  I  mean,  Mr  X.  He.  like  Bill 
Gates  and  Percy  “Cats  Eyes"  Shaw 
before  him.  studied  the  market  and 
saw  a  vacancy  for  a  bright  young 
chancer.  He  dim  bed  on  to  the 
counter,  removed  his  scarf,  sat 
himself  down  cm  the  opposite  side 
and  announced  the  pitch  open  far 
business.  Within  ten  minutes,  and 
he  insists  minimal  advertising,  his 
post  had  taken  more  than  E150.  So 
great  was  the  trade  that  he  even 
.  smiled  cheerily  whenever  one  of  his 
unknowing  fellow  Manes  called 
him  “yokel"  and  “bumpkin”. 

-  His  tariffs,  it  seems,  were  flexible 
and  rather  titan  change'  a  twenty 
with  an  already  trousered  tenner, 
he  would  accept  whatever  loose 
shrapnel  his  customer  had  in  his 
pocket  The  only  time  he  aroused 
the  suspicion  of  onlookers  that  he 
was  not  a  hone  fide  representative 
of  Plymouth  Aigyle  FC  was  when 
he  began  enjoying  the  gag:  a  tittle 
too  much  and  allowed  access  to  a 
grewp  of  pretty  girls  in  exchange  for 
the  teg  of  satsumas  they  had  with 
them.  Eventually,  he  decided 
enough  was  good  as  a  feast  and, 
during  an  appropriate  lull,  walked 
in  and  mingled  with  the  mob  while 
suddenly  noticing  how  little  he 
cared  about  the  result. 

Naturally,  he  did  not  show  up  on 
the  official  attendance  record  that 
day.  likewise  his  hundred  of  cus¬ 
tomers  nor  the  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  others  all  across  Britain 
over  tiie  years.  So  when  football 
authorities  start  crowing  this  week 
about  crowds  “flocking  bade"  and 
the  triumph  of  tiie  antiseptic  com¬ 
mercial  new  ways  over  outdated 
practices,  they  are,  in  fact,  merely 
celebrating  the  final  victory  of  The 
System  over  The  Supporter.  The 
truth  is  there  may  not  be  more 
supporters  in  attendance,  simply 
fewer  coming  in  undetected  by  the 
official  radar.  The  human  dement 
has  been  resolved.  Thus,  when  the 
figures  say  12,478. 12.478  it  proba¬ 
bly  was.  Unless,  of  course,  dubs 
themselves  massage  the  numbers. 
But  why  would  they  want  to  do 
that? 

□  Danny  Baker  is  on  Talk 
Radio  (IQ5Hti89am)  every 
Saturday  from  530pm. 


Tottenham’s  appointment  of  Christian  Gross  continued  the  English  game’s  fad  for  overseas  coaches 

Continental  codswallop 


9  As  far  back  as.  well  it  was 
only  a  couple  of  weeks  ago 
actually.  I  trumpeted  the  opinion 
that  Christian  Gross  was  the  pin  ' 
whose  appointment  would  forever 
burst  the  bubble  on  the  idiotic 
notion  that  continental  managers 
generally  knew  something  that 
British  managers  didn’t  Now  h 
seems  that  that  piece  has  become 
tiie  standard  woriron  the  subject 
for  Fled  Street 

Last  weekend  —  with  Arsenal’s 
paper  tigers  ominously  exposed 
yet  again.  Chelsea’s  inconsistent 
fops  running  round  in  pleasing 
but  pointless  drdes  and  Totten¬ 
ham's  latest  slapstick  fiasco  — 
must  have  been  the  sweetest  of 
George  Graham’s  or  Ron  Atkin- 
son\  or  came  to  that  David 
Pleats  life.  For.  varying  though 
the  Brit  manager’s  level  of  skills 
may  be,  how  galling  must  the  last 
couple  of  years  have  been  for 
them,  tiie  Big  Idea  being  that 
modem  football  can  only  be 
glimpsed  if  masterminded  courte¬ 
sy  of  some  genius-on-paper  from 


the  EU.  You  know  the  ballyhoo: 
Had  a  success  in  the  French 
league.  Italian  league,  Swiss 
league?  Come  to  England,  we’ve 
totally  lost  the  plod  Bring  your 
pals  across  too!  After  all.  one 
league  is  pretty  much  like  another, 
right?  Football  is  football,  isn’t  it? 
Ids  won  and  lost  on  paper,  yes?  I 
mean,  you  may  not  know  what  a 
match  like  Arsenal  v  Tottenham 
or  Newcastle  against  Sunderland 
means,  but  passion's  outa  fashion 
Jack!  You  don't  need  heart,  you 
need  a  reputation!  Ids  all  about 
method  and  technique.  Monique! 
(Subject  to  contract  and  condi¬ 
tions,  natch.) 

Anyone  who  still  dings  to  the 
hype  about  the  inherent  superior¬ 
ity  of  “abroad"  need  only  to 
ponder  the  mess  at  Highbury.  Oh 
sure,  they  are  playing  some  good 
football,  but  tiie  wake-up  call 
comes  in  a  simple  yes  or  no 
answer  to  the  following  questions. 
A:  Is  -tiiis  the'  most  expensive 
Arsenal  side  you've  ever  seen?  and 
B:  Is  it  the  best?  So  what  is  Ars6ne 


Wenger  all  about?  And  if  he  was 
British  and  known  to  us  d  la 
Graeme  Souness.  wouldn’t  he  be 
under  a  lot  more  pressure  by  now? 
Gullit  meanwhile,  while  colourful, 
sexy  and  very  Chelsea,  is  no  more 
a  managerial  genius  than.  say. 
Steve  Coppell. 

There  is,  and  always  has  been, 
only  one  nationality  that  can  be 
widely  relied  on  for  success  on 
these  shores  and  that  is  the 
Scottish.  Dalglish,  Graham, 
Stein.  Shankly,  Ferguson, 
Charlton  (let  us  not  quibble  over  a 
few  miles). 

Good  Lord,  the  only  time  the 
mighty  Lions  breathed  the  rare  air 
of  the  top  flight  we  were  under  the 
wing  of  John  Docherty  and  Frank 
McUntock.  So.  Man  United  are 
going  to  walk  the  league  and  three 
dubs  who  might  have  been  once 
considered  serious  competition  lie 
tinkering  on  the  towpath,  distract¬ 
ed  victims  of  a  spedous  ideology 
and  paying  the  price  for  knee-jerk 
reactions  during  the  era  of  home 
soccer’s  self-loathing. 


■  Tbe  conflicting  evidence  I  receive 
on  whether  a  steam  train  is  buried 
beneath  the  centre  spot  at  Wenibtey  Stadi- 
uin  makes  the  Louise  Woodward  trial 
read  like  an  open  and  sfant  case.  Mostcor- 
respondents  seem  to  think  there  is,  but  I'  - 
am  led  to  believe  that  these  people  simply 
want  there  to  be  a  steam  tram  under 
Wembley  Stadium.  The  most  consistent 
theme  tells  of  a  small  locomotive  that  was : 
used  for  ferrying  much  of  the  heavy  tim¬ 
ber  and  steel  around  the  site  during  the 
period  of  the  ground’s  construction.  For 
reasons  tiiat  vfoy  from  “high  winds”  to 


Conflicting  evidence  that’s  driving  me  loco 


“industrial  sabotage",  this  train  one  day 
became  derailed  and  plummeted  from  its 
raised  track  into  the  pit  beneath. 

Quite  wbat  the  “pit  beneath”  is  nobody  il¬ 
luminates  and  we  are  left  with  the  image 
tint  England^  soccer  showpiece  was  con¬ 
structed  atop  the  crater  of  West  London’s 
onfy  sunken  volcano.  Anyhow,  rather 
than  attempt  to  lift  the  stricken  engine 
bade  into  business,  somebody  apparently 


took  the  decision  to  leave  it  there.  More 
than  one  account  also  insists  that  the  hap¬ 
less  driver—  who  was  killed  in  the  spill — 
was  interned  where  he  lay.  though  I  must 
say  I  find  the  notion  of  any  family  giving 
their  blessing  to  the  old  man  bring  plant¬ 
ed  in  the  cab  of  his  train  under  a  football 
pitch  unlikely  to  say  the  least 
The  only  concrete  facts  to  have  emerged 
from  this  inquiry  have  been  made  in  pass¬ 


ing  and  talk  of  the  curse  upon  . 
Birmingham  City’s  home.  St  Andrew's, 
This  is  a  copper-bottomed  stoiy  that  I 
have  long  been  aware  of  and  was  recently 
taken  so  seriously  by  the  dub  that  they 
had  an  exorcism.  The  reason  for  the  curse 
itself  is  not  wildly  interesting,  but  another, 
more  radical,  attempt  at  its  lifting  during 
the  reign  of  Barry  Fry  certainly  is. 
Apparently,  the  idea  was  floated  that  the 


traditional  way  to  negate  a  curse  upon 
property  would  be  to  place  urine  into  tiie 
soil  at  the  four  comers  of  the  pilch.  When 
1  asked  Barry  whether  this  had  been 
done,  he  said  that  no  action,  however  dis¬ 
tasteful.  had  been  overlooked  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  lift  the  cloud  over  the  sleeping 
giant  of  the  Midlands. 

When  1  further  pressed  Kim  on  who  gave 
of  their  time,  energy  and  urine  to  so  aid 
the  chib,  he  merely  raised  an  eyebrow, 
smiled  inscrutably  and  suggested  that  his 
duties  did  not  necessarily  end  with  simply 
picking  the  team. 
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Chance  to 
go  down 
a  bomb 


■  A  discussion  heats  up  on  The 
Most  Dangerous  Pitch  In 
The  World.  An  early  leader  is  the 
pitch  in  Cornwall,  which,  if  tiie 
officials  aren't  totally  attentive,  will 
become  cut  off  by  the  tide  that  will, 
unless  help  arrives,  wash  the  two 
teams  out  to  sea.  This  is  then 
trumped  by  the  field  in  Derby¬ 
shire.  which  has  a  tree  growing 'on 
the  left  wing.  Many,  apparently,  is 
the  head  wound  that  has  resulted 
from  a  reckless  heads-down  Giggs- 
style  flyer  by  a  forgetful  No  11. 

This,  in  turn,  gives  way  to  an  East 
London  venue,  where  two  twisted 
iron  bars  stick,  Excalibur-style. 
from  the  turf  inside  the  six-yard 
box.  casually  beckoning  reminders 
of  a  foundry  that  once  stood  on  the 
spot.  Keen  appreciation  is  shown  of 
the  Walsall  goals  that  stand  within 
four  feet  of  a  60ft  drop  to  railway 
lines,  but  all  of  these  suddenly 
shrink  into  mere  Chelsea-style 
whining  when  a  flood  of  calls  from 
ex-squaddies  tell  us  of  truly  The 
Most  Dangerous  Pitch  In  The 
World.  It  is  in  western  Germany 
and  sits  but  a  matter  of  feet  above 
an  underground  Nazi  munitions 
dump  judged  too  temperamental  to 
excavate.  The  pitch  is  in  almost  con¬ 
stant  use,  although  players  must 
not  wear  studs  and  the  referee  must 
not  use  a  metallic  whistle. 

Reflecting  on  this  unorthodox/sui- 
ridal  park,  1  think  about  poor  tor¬ 
tured  lan  Wright,  my  favourite 
footballer  these  days.  Perhaps  here 
awaits  the  perfect  Viking  funeral 
for  such  a  leathery  old  warrior. 
Rather  than  fade  in  the  memory  by 
stepping  down  a  division  or  going 
to  some  morgue  like  Charlton, 
might  it  not  be  fitting  if  Ian  were 
allowed  to  detonate  this  insane 
rectangle  in  one  last  outburst, 
stomping  around  until  that  famous 
Wright  right  boot  hits  the  correct 
spot  and  ka-booml  The  only  alter¬ 
native  is  to  wind  up  like  the  dazed 
and  struggling  Garth  Crooks. 
Surely  not  even  Peter  Sduneichel 
would  wish  him  that 

Xmas  break 

■  I  am  off  to  submerge  myself 
in  glorious  Christmas  for  two 
weeks,  chums,  and  1  do  not  intend 
to  think,  watch  or  converse  about 
football  one'littie  bit  That  is  how  1 
have  always  done  things.  1  leave 
you  with  three  predictions.  By  the 
time  1  return,  Man  Utd  will  be  nine 
points  dear.  Christian  Gross  will 
have  resigned.  Clough-style,  saying 
the  whole  thing  was  a  big  misjudg- 
ment  and  his  wife  thinks  London 
stinks.  Prince  Naseem  will  have 
won  in  the  fourth  and  have 
America  under  his  sweaty  waist¬ 
band.  By  the  time  you  read  this,  at 
least  one  of  these  will  have  been 
tested  and  by  it  you  may  judge  the 
others.  As  usual,  please,  no  wager¬ 
ing.  Merry  Christmas  everyone. 


SAILING:  SKIPPER  FACES  UP  TO  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  FAILURE 


SKIING:  SEIZINGER  CRASHES  OUT  IN  PURSUIT  OF  WORLD  CUP  RECORD 


Dalton  fights  for  his  reputation  Compagnoni  gamble  pays  off 


THE  all-female  crew  on  EF 
Education  were  elated  yester¬ 
day  to  have  Grant  Dalton,  in 
Merit  Cup.  dearly  viable  just 
a  couple  of  miles  ahead  of 
them  in  the  Whitbread  Round 
the  World  Race.  Dalton  him¬ 
self  was  sounding  like  a  man 
already  contemplating  failure. 

The  humiliation  of  the  last 
leg  —  when  Dalton  got  into 
Fremantle  just  ahead  of  the 
women  —  hit  the  Auckland- 
based  skipper  hard  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  shook  his  confid¬ 
ence  in  himself  and  his  boat 
This  leg  has  been  no  less 
difficult  for  him.  It  has  been 
dominated  by  upwind  work, 
which  has  not  suited  his  hull, 
the  thinnest  of  the  Farr  boats 
in  the  fleet 

Throughout  the  constant 
changes  in  the  running  order. 
Merit  Cup  has  remained  fair- 
ly  consistently  in  the  bottom 
third,  never  producing  either 
the  speed  or  the  strategy  to 
challenge  for  the  top  three 
places.  One  can  only  imagine 
how  wearying  this  has  been 
for  Dalton,  who  desperately 
needs  a  podium  finish  if  he  is 
to  restore  Merit  Cup's  credi¬ 
bility  as  a  serious  contender  in 
this  race. 

Yesterday,  in  an  e-mail  writ¬ 
ten  at  s  tow  paint  after  the 
Merit  team  had  been  be¬ 
calmed  for  eight  hours,  there 
was  a  hint  in  Dalton's  fatalis¬ 
tic  account  that  morale  is 


By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


beginning  to  suffer  again  on 
the  yellow  and  white  yacht, 
which  was  on  almost  every 
pandit's  shortlist  of  pre-race 
favourites. 

“Where  wiU  the  wind  come 
from  -first?"  Dalton  mused. 
“Probably  the  west  and  south, 
fait  when  you  are  not  moving 
at  alL  it’s  a  little  hard  Jo  say. 
With  less  than  900  miles  to 
go,  tiie  first  boat  out  of  this 
hole  will  probably  win  the  leg 
as  there  will  be  no  time  to 
catch  up  again.  I've  said  it 


before,  but  in  this  race  you 
dp  need  an  element  of  luck 
and  it  seems  to  be  something 
that  refuses  to  run  with  this 
boat 

“We  had  a  terrible  position 
sched  this  morning  and  are 
ready  for  an  even  worse  one 
shortly  —  and  this  when  we 
had  almost  got  ourselves 
back  on  the  front  row  and 
need  a  good  leg  to  put  the 
memories  .of  die  last  leg 
behind"  us.  We  live  in  hope, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  necom- 
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mend  this  type  of  sailing  when 
you  really  don’t  have  any 
control  on  your  future." 

The  worse  thing  about  a  bad 
performance  in  this  Whir- 
bread  for  Dalton  is  that  it 
tends  to  downgrade  his  un¬ 
doubted  previous  achieve¬ 
ments  in  this  event  His 
biggest  success  was  last  time 
out  when  he  skippered  New 
Zealand  Endeavour  to  a 
crushing  win  in  the  maxi 
class.  But  there  were  only  four 
boats  in  it  and  some  of 
Dalton’S  critics  predicted  that 
he  would  be  “found  out"  this 
time  round  in  a  virtual  one- 
design  fleet  and  against  some 
of  the  best  grand  prix  sailors 
in  the  world. 

To  his  credit  Dalton  had 
no  qualms  about  putting  his 
reputation  on  the  line,  but  he 
knows  that  after  a  two-boat 
programme  and  a  smooth 
and  welMunded  preparation, 
there  will  be  no  hiding  a 
failure  to  match  up-  All  is  not 
yet  lost,  but  Dalton’s  strategy 
in  this  race  is  already  serious¬ 
ly  out  of  kilter,  bearing  in 
mind  that  he  planned  to  reach 
Auckland  as  overall  leader. 

With  tiie  fleet  engulfed  in 
high  pressure  yesterday, 
progress  had  stalled  on  the 
way  into  tiie  Bass  Strait  Paul 
Cayard.  in  EF  Language,  was 
again  leading,  but  Lawrie 
Smith,  in  Silk  Cut,  was  creep¬ 
ing  up  on  him  in  second  place. 


DEBORAH  COMPAGNONI. 
of  Italy,  won  her  eighth 
successive  women's  World 
Cup  giant-slalom  in  Val 
disere  yesterday  after  Katja 
Seizinger,  of  Germany, 
crashed  our  in  the  second  run. 
Seizinger  led  after  the  first  run 
and  was  poised  to  beat  Jean- 
Claude  Killy’s  1967  record  of 
winning  six  consecutive  World 
Cup  speed  events. 

“1  took  a  risk  in  the  second 
run  and  ft  paid  off," 
Compagnoni  said.  “!  did  not 
make  any  great  mistakes. 
Katja  made  a  mistake  and  she 


U 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


paid  for  it."  The  Italian  had  a 
combined  time  of  2min 
I&83sec.  Alexandra  Meissnit- 
zer.  of  Austria,  was  second  in 
2min  18.93sec  and  Leila  Pic¬ 
card,  of  France,  third  in  2min 
20.02sec. 

Despite  failing  to  finish, 
Seizinger  still  has  a  big  lead  in 
the  overall  standings.  She  has 
743  points  with  her  nearest 
rival.  Hilde  Gerg,  of 
Germany,  on  504.  In  the  giant- 
slalom  standings,  Compag¬ 
noni  increased  her  advantage 
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CYCLING 


Compagnoni  celebrates  her  win  at  Val  d’Isere 


BOWLS 


Obree’s  world  plan  takes  shape  Champion  faces  daunting  draw 

u,  .1 U+  *1 *  Ut  IP.U  TIT  TEt  tha  rlahulinn  _  n , Tmmhlp  rinV  hi  it  ic  rMIlIarl 


GRAEME  OBREE  finished  a 

two-day  series  of  trials  behind 

closed  doors  a*  lhe 
Manchester  Velodrome  yes¬ 
terday  and  returned  home  to 

Irvine.  Ayrshire.  “highly  ®1' 
cou raged”  by  the  first  results. 

Obree’s  monitored  sessions 
were  the  first  moves  m  ius 
plan  to  regain  the  world 
hour  record,  which  he  nas 
twice  broken  since  l1®- from 
Chris  Boanftnan. 

When  the  results  of  the  first 
day’s  tests  wn’etiowit-toadea. 
Dhree’S  heart  rate  during  a 
25-minute  trial  was  registering 


By  Peter  Bryan 

between  170  and  173  bears  a 
minute  “Not  as  high  as  I  can 
achieve  mi  my  stationary 
machine  in  the  garage  ai 

home,”  he  said,  “but  good  for 

this  time  of  the  year,  since  I 
•was  using  oW  mad  bike."  . 

The  Scot*  seriousness  m 
returning  »  iritemaMcrai 
competition,  could  have  added 
spice  with  the  news  that 
Boardrnan  is  considering  a 

pursuiting  comeback  at  the 
world  track  championships  m 
France  next  year. 


"I  thought  that  might  be  one 
of  the  moves  Chns  would 
make,"  Obree.  who  is  already 
preselected  for  the  Scotland 
Commonwealth  Games  track 
team.  said. 

.  Obree.  who  builds  his  own 
bikes  and  trains  without  su¬ 
pervision,  now  has  a  personal 
trainer.  Joe  Beer,  an  interna¬ 
tional  duathlon  competitor 
from  Bath,  will  guide  The 
Scot’S  attempt  on  the  onehour 
record. 

Obree  will  ride  tomorrow  in 
a  ten-mile  road  time-trial  near 
his  Scottish  home. . 

.15 


HUGH  DUFF,  the  defending 
champion,  has  been  drawn  to 
play  Les  Gfllett,  tlte  winner  of 
the  recent  International  Open, 
in  the  first  round  of  the  Saga 
world  indoor  singles  champ¬ 
ionship  at  Preston  next  month. 

The  draw  has  given  the  Scot 
an  early  chance  to  avenge  his 
defeat  by  GOlett,  who  came 
through  tiie  Professional 
Bowls  Association  qualifier  at 
Blackpool  in  September  and 
proceeded  to  leave  four  world 
champions  —  including  Duff 
—  in  his  wake  on  his  way  to 
the  Open  title. 


By  David  Rhys  Jones 

“It's  a  hard  draw  for  me,  but 
an  even  harder  one  for  Hugh.” 
a  confident  Giliett  said  yester¬ 
day.  “He  wait  relish  the 
thought  of  a  repeat  perfor¬ 
mance.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
returning  to  tiie  portable  rink 
and  just  hope  f  can  find  the 
sort  of  form  I  showed  in 
October." 

Andy  Thomson,  the  No  2 
seed,  also  has  a  hard  draw.  He 
takes  on  Robert  Weak,  the 
champion  of  Wales,  who  has 
,yet  to  make  his  mark  on  the 


■portable  rink  but  is  regularly 
one  of  the  outstanding  players 
in  the  home  international 
series. 

John  Price,  who  looked  im¬ 
pressive  on  his  way  to  the 
Scottish  Masters  title  at  Coat¬ 
bridge  last  -week,  is  seeded 
modestly  at  No  12  and  could 
set  up  an  appetising  encounter 
with  Tony  Allcock,  twice  the 
world  champion  —  if  he  can 
beat  Robert  Marshall,  the 
Scottish  champion,  in  the  first 
round. 

Draw,  page  30 


over  Meissnitzer.  The  Italian 
leads  with  300  points  and 
Meissnitzer  has  176. 

A  men’s  World  Cup  down¬ 
hill  that  had  already  been 
rescheduled  to  Val  Gardena, 
in  Italy,  because  of  poor 
visibility  at  Val  d’lsere  last 
week  was  abandoned  yester¬ 
day  because  of  thick  fog. 

The  race  was  called  off  after 
12  of  the  60  competitors  had 
completed  their  runs.  A  thir¬ 
teenth,  Patrick  Ortlieb.  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  was  stopped  by  race 


officials  halfway  down  the 
course.  The  race,  which  was  to 
have  been  the  third  downhill 
of  the  men’s  season,  had  been 
delayed  by  nearly  two  hours 
and  the  course  had  been 
shortened  by  more  than  300 
metres  because  of  thick  mist  at 
the  top.  As  the  competitors 
started  to  come  down,  die  mist 
swirled  down  the  mountain, 
causing  lengthy  delays  be¬ 
tween  runs  as  officials  skied 
the  oourse  to  check  visibility. 
A  second  men’s  downhill  is 
scheduled  for  Val  Gardena 
today. 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


Christmas  daze  induced  I  fa  fas  m**  this  week,  Mark  Hodkiggonj^^ 


by  seeing  Arsenal 
outgunned  at  Chelsea 

ASS SSL.  Painful  memory  "S 

/jLand  wept.  It  was  nf  festive  like  you..  - 
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At  Stamford  Bridge 
stadium,  I  sat  down 
and  wept.  It  was 
Christmas  Day.  1942. 1  was  11 
years  old.  home  for  the 
school  holidays,  and  had  yet 
to  see  Arsenal  lose.  I 
should  have  been  prepared. 
Arsenal  had  to  face 
Chelsea,  traditionally  their 
nemesis,  without  half  a 
dozen  of  their  best  players 
because,  on  Boxing  Day. 
they  were  obliged  to  turn  out 
for  the  Army  or  the  Royal 
Air  Force  in  a  representative 
match  in  Cardiff. 

And  what  players! 

Denis  and  Leslie  Compton, 
both  in  the  Army.  George 
Marks,  goalkeeper  for 
England,  in  the  RAF. 

Strongly  built  dark  hair 
sleekly  groomed.  Marks 
was  the  man  who  kept  Frank 
Swift  far  away  From 
England  teams,  doomed,  the 
following  year,  to  be 
sabotaged  in  his  prime  by  an 
eye  injury  when  playing 
for  England. 

Air  Kirehen,  a  muscular 
right  winger  from  Norfolk. 
FROM  VILLAGE  BOY 
TO  A  LION  OF  LONDON!, 
the  Topical  Times  annual 
had  cried,  some  years  earlier. 
Eddie  Hapgood.  peerless 
[eft  back  and  captain  of 
England,  my  own 
particular  hero. 

My  father  was  with  me. 
but  we  had  been  taken  to  the 
game  by  “Uncle”  Willy 
YVarshaw.  a  devoted  Chelsea 
fan  and  a  member  of 
MCC.  It  was  thanks  to  him 
that  I  once  saw  Denis 
Compton  in  the  Lord’s  tea 
room. 

Willie  was  an  honorary 
uncle,  jolly,  bald  and  rotund, 
a  flying  corps  gunner  in 
the  Great  War.  now  in  the  rag 
trade.  With  no  children  of 
his  own.  he  delighted  in 
taking  honorary  nephews 
to  Stamford  Bridge  or  Lord’s. 

“We've  got  no  hill 
backs!"  he  lamented  as  1 
smiled  smugly.  One  of  the 
full  backs  Chelsea  did  have 
was  Walter  Winterbottora. 
future  manager  of  England, 
then  an  RAF  officer 
attached  to  the  Air  M  inislry. 
He  was  a  Manchester 
United  professional  then,  but 


Painful  memory 
of  festive 
football  in 
wartime  London 


far  from  the  RAFs 
representative  team  whose 
own  right  back.  Laurie 
Scott  was  yet  another 
Arsenal  man. 

Arsenal's  team  that 
chilly,  ill-omened  morning 
was  a  thing  of  threads  and 


patches.  The  goalkeeper, 
whose  name  is  forever 
engraved  on  my  heart  like 
Calais  on  Bloody  Mary's,  was 
Noe!  Watson-Smith.  of 
Yorkshire  Amateurs,  and  an 
amateur  the  poor  fellow 
looked,  as  the  goals  flew  in. 

Four  of  them,  oddly 
enough,  were  scored  by 
another  amateur,  the 
Walthamstow  Avenue  centre 
forward.  Bernard  Bryant, 
who  made  little  impact  in  the 
following  years,  but  later 
turned  up  as  a  barman  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Chelsea  won  5-Z  and  at 
a  certain  unbearable 
momenL  I  burst  into  tears. 

A  kindly  Chelsea  fan  sitting 
in  front  of  me  turned 


round  to  commiserate:  “If 
all  Arsenal  supporters  were 
like  you...” 

Chelsea  may  have  had 
no  full  backs,  but  at  outside 
left  was  the  formidable 
Billy  Liddell,  from  Liverpool, 
who.  alas  for  Arsenal  had 
not  been  picked  for  the  RAF 
that  Christmas.  The  inside 
right  was  a  strapping  Scot 
called  Peter  McKennan. 

The  next  day.  my  father 
and  I  shunned  the  return 
game  at  Tottenham 
Hotspur,  where  Arsenal, 
bombed  out  of  Highbury, 
were  sharing  with  Spurs.  We 
listened  to  the  RAF  v 
Army  game  on  the 
radiogram,  A  cheerful 
Unde  Willy  appeared  at 
teatime  “5-1.”  he  gloated. 
"What  a  Christmas.” 

But  hardly  to  be 
compared  with  that  prewar 
Christmas  when  the  whole 
Clapton  Orient  team  turned 
up  drunk  on  the  platform 
at  Waterloo  Station,  en  route 
to  play  at  Bournemouth. 

The  story  was  told  me 
by  tire  late  Ted  Crawford, 
then  the  Orient  centre 
forward.  Not  only  were  all 
the  players  “half  seas 
over”  after  Christmas  parties, 
he  related,  but  there  on  the 
platform  to  greet  them  was  a 
manager  with  a  barrel  of 
beer.  “Hello,  boysh!” 

Orient  took  the  field  at 
Bournemouth.  Crawford 
admitted  that  each  time  he 
went  up  to  head  the  balL  he 
saw  two  of  them,  and  once 
he  collapsed.  The  referee  ran 
over,  perturbed,  to  ask  if 
he  was  all  right  “There's 
another  of  them  drunk.” 
shouted  a  spectator.  Orient 
drew  the  game  1-1. 

There  are  no  Christmas 
Day  games  now.  Players 
must  be  pleased  but 
supporters  love  diem. 

As  for  Chelsea.  40  years 
ago  they  had  an  amateur 
international  who  was 
said  to  be  paid  £20  a  match  in 
cash.  So.  at  Christmas, 
three  games  were  played  in 
swift  succession  and  he 
would  pocket  £60.  while  the 
pros  got  the  maximum 
weekly  wage  of  £20.  For  him. 
at  least,  it  was  always  a 
happy  Christmas. 


The  mood  at  Barnsley  remains  high  according  to  Hendrie,  whose  new  book  offers  a  humorous  and  revealing  insight  into  a  football  career 

Hendrie  plays  for  laughs 


A  mention  of  his  name 
is  enough  to  inspire 
unfeasibly  wide 
smiles.  There  will 
then  follow  a  story,  some 
improbable  tale  of  mischief 
involving  shaving  foam  or  a 
hotel  minibar. 

Everyone  in  football  seems 
to  have  a  John  Hendrie  stoiy; 
he  is  an  anecdote  in  football 
boots.  Two  of  the  more  recent 
make  revealing  bookends  to 
his  personality.  His  German 
team-male.  Lars  Leese,  was 
being  interviewed  by  a  jour¬ 
nalist  at  Oakwell  when,  out  in 
the  corridor.  Hendrie  could  be 
heard  goosestepping  and  sing¬ 
ing  war  songs. 

If  he  is  big  on  laughs,  he  is 


also  big  on  heart  Last  week, 
without  telling  anyone  at  die 
dub  —  or  the  media  —  he 
attended  a  primary  school  in 
Stokesley,  near  Middles¬ 
brough,  where  three  children 
have  died  (in  separate,  unre¬ 
lated  circumstances)  within 
the  past  year  or  so.  He  gave  a 
reading  and  lifted  spirits 
significantly. 

Hendrie  has  just  published 
Don’t  Call  Me  Happy!,  a 
breezy  resume  of  a  life  in 
football  that  has  included  a 
free  transfer  at  20.  the  emo¬ 
tional  trauma  of  the  Bradford 
fire  disaster,  seven  different 
dubs,  almost  500  league 
matches  and  nearly  as  many 
pranks.  While  the  book  rein¬ 
forces  the  belief  that  profes¬ 
sional  footballers  have  much 
in  common  with  a  bunch  of 
giddy  I4-year-olds  on  an  out¬ 
ward  bound  course,  it  also 
offers  a  remarkable  insight. 

He  has  managed  to  distil  a 
personality  that  is  lively  and 
candid  into  its  200  pages.  He 
admires  the  professionalism  of 
Howard  Wilkinson,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  but  decrees  that  he  is 
“devoid  of  humour”.  He  is 
similarly  diplomatic  when  de¬ 
scribing  Carlton  Palmer, 
whose  own  mastery  of  tact  ran 
to  abusing  Hendrie  in  the 
players’  lounge  while  he  was 
talking  to  a  nun  and  a  77-year- 
old  neighbour.  “He  showed  a 
lack  of  professionalism  and 
maturity.”  Hendrie 
understates. 

“I’m  known  in  the  game  as  a 
bit  of  a  joker,  so  I  suppose 


that’s  where  a  lot  ~  ~~ 

of  the  book  is  Ml 

coming  from.  I  I  I 

used  to  be  pretty  M_  I 

intense  when  I 
was  a  younger  IT 

player  but  I’ve  §\  § 

mellowed  out 
now,”  he  said.  Tf 

His  reputation  I  M 

precedes  him.  so,  I  M 

when  be  is  an  ^ 

hour  late  for  the 
interview,  and  a 
note  is  thrust  into 
my  hands  by  the  fa 

hotel  staff,  trepi-  f  « 

dation  reigns.  1^ 

“Mr  Hendry  [sic]  \Q 

will  arrive  soon."  V 

it  reads.  Whether 

he  will  arrive  _ 

dressed  as  a  win¬ 
dow  cleaner  or  in  his  pyjamas 
is  another  matter. 

Eventually,  he  shows,  and 
the  attire  is  unmistakably 
footballer  —  a  bulky  nylon 
coat  emblazoned  with  logos,  a 
pair  of  jeans  and  just-washed 
hair.  It  was  a  close  call, 
though,  since  he  had  spent  the 
previous  day  as  a  “Scouser”, 
cruising  the  Barnsley .  night¬ 
spots  in  a  violet  shell  suit  with 
the  rest  of  the  Barnsley  squad 
on  their  annual  Christmas  get- 
together.  “We  were  going  to 
have  a  bad-taste  pub  crawl  at 
first  We  were  all  going  to  go 
as  Georgi  Hristov!”  he  said. 
Hristov,  the  club’s  Macedo¬ 
nian  striker,  has  arrived  in 
South  Yorkshire  with  a  surfeit 
of  polo-necked  sweaters  and 
tank  tops  that  have  generated 


LIFE 

ATTHE 

TOP 


much  mirth.  The 
•  mood  in  the 

■  Mb  Barnsley  camp 

HT"  has  remained 

.  high,  despite 
IIP  their  position  at 

OIL  the  bottom  of  the 

FA  Carling  Pte- 
miership.  “Our 
BBr  heads  are  not 

ji  down,  the  spirit 

m  is  really  high. 

Danny  Wilson 
[the  manager]  is 
!i/\  a  good  motivator 

■  \  and  has  worked 

**\  hard  to 7  make 

•]  .,  sure:  we  have  re- 
Aj  mained  posi- 

yy  tive,”  he  said. 

The  last  time 
_  Hendrie  encoun¬ 
tered  a  similar 
spirit  was  during  his  six 
seasons  with  Middlesbrough. 
It  was  eventually  destroyed  by 
the  arrival  of  Ravanelli  er  al. 
In  die  book,  he  provides  a 
fascinating  snapshot  of  life  in 
the  Middlesbrough  dressing- 
room  during  its  famously 
cosmopolitan  period.  In  short, 
Juninho  was  “one  of-the  lads" 
and  respected  by  all.  while 
Ravanelli  was  a  “very  selfish 
guy  who  cared  nothing  about 
team  spirit” 

He  describes  an  incident 
when  Ravanelli  was  shaking 
everyone’s  hand  before  taking 
to  the  pitch.  When  he  came  to 
Hendrie.  who  was  a  substi¬ 
tute,  he  ignored  him.  “He 
dearly  believed  shaking 
hands  with  someone  who 
wasn't  even  in  the  team  was 


beneath  him.  He  walked  by 
me  as  if  I  was  nothing.” 
Hendrie  said. 

It  would  appear  that  much 
.  of  the  media  supposition  about 
Middlesbrough  at  the  time 
was  authentic.  The  foreign 
players  were  habitually  late 
for  training  and  did  not  hon¬ 
our  curfews:  this,  inevitably, 
had  a  divisive  effect  After  a 
home,  defeat  against  Arsenal 
Juninho  and  Ravanelli  were 
practically  fighting  with  one 
another,  with  various  inter¬ 
preters  explaining  to  the  oth¬ 
ers  that  the  Italian  accused  the 
Brazilian  of  being  “greedy”,, 
while  the  retort  was  that 
Ravanelli  was  "jealous”. 


Moving  to  Barns¬ 
ley  allowed 
Hendrie  to  re¬ 
main  in  York¬ 
shire,  where  he  had  settled 
with  his  wife.  Linda,  after 
joining  Bradford  City  in  1984. 
“Danny  Wilson  sold  Barnsley 
to  me  really  well.  He  cold  me 
that  they  had  a  real  chance  of 
promotion."  he  said.  Promo¬ 
tion  was  duly  achieved  last 
April,  though  the  moment  was 
tinged  by  some  sadness 
because  it  was  secured  against 
his  former  dub.  Bradford, 
who  were  tlirown  into  a  dire 
relegation  struggle. 

Barnsley  take  on  Tottenham 
Hotspur  today  in  another 
relegation  match.  Hendrie  is 
not  sure  whether  he  will  make 
the  team  or  once  more  grace 
the  substitutes'  bench.  Either 
way,  the  smile  will  remain. 


Water  torture  calls  for 
desperate  measures 


LABORATORY  techni-  ^ _ 

dans  examining  the  drug-  .  . 

testing  sample  of  Mau-  '  /577' 
ricio  Lopez,  a  striker  in  the  ..iCgiffe, 

Argentine  second  division,  ■  — -j 

were  alarmed  to  discover  ;  j 

not  a  trace  of  urine  ... 
only  beer.  TCcwCf 

“I  couldn’t  urinate  and  *  —^-4. 
there  was  no  water  at  the  'Cj 

ground.”  Lopez  told  a  by  | 

disciplinary  tribunal,  “so  1  I 

started  drinking  beer.  By 
[he  time  I  remembered  what  1  had  to  do. 
I’d  already  had  a  couple  of  litres,  but  I  still 
couldn't  go.  So  1  put  a  bit  of  beer  in  the  test 
tube  instead.  I  understand  that  I’ve  made 
a  mistake,  but  right  then  I  wasn't  that 
well.  I  was  a  bit  tipsy.”  Lopez  plays  for 
Quilmes  —  coincidentally,  the  name  of 
Argentina's  most  popular  beer. 

Cold  comfort 

Simon  Milton,  the  Ipswich  Town  midfield 
player,  had  endured  a  lengthy  training 
session  in  the  fresh  Suffolk  air  when  he 
was  invited  to  lunch  al  Portman  Road  to 
meet  the  guest  of  David  Sheepshanks,  the 
Ipswich  and  Football  League  chairman. 
When  Milton  was  asked  by  the  VIP  as  to 
how  the  training  had  gone,  he  replied: 
“Fine,  but  it  was  a  bit  cold.”  Sir  Ranulph 
Fiennes,  the  renowned  polar  explorer, 
was  strangely  unsympathetic. 

Naked  truth 

Most  footballers,  when  asked  to  list  their 
favourite  pastimes,  trot  out  the  same  old 
line  —  snooker,  golf,  DIY.  esc.  Not  so 
Marco  Simone,  the  former  Italy  striker, 
who  plays  for  Paris  Saint-Germain.  He 
collects  copies  of  Playboy,  the  magazine 
for  the  more  discerning  fop-shelf  reader. 


Rossan 

Kerapson 


“I  started  four  years  ago 
\  and  I  bring  home  copies 
from  wherever  I  go  in  the 
world.”  Simone  said.  “I’ve 
i  8°*  over  a  hundred  now. 
^  a  admirer  of  naked 

.  /  women  and  the  lighting 
^0?  ’  and  poses  make  them  look 
/  better  stilL  When  I  turn 
the  pages,  I  feel  I’m  discov- 
Rassaii  ering  a  different  work  of 

Xttwpson  art  each  time.”  Absolutely. 

Marco. 

Unlucky  mascots 

When  Nelson  the  dog.  the  Portsmouth 
mascot,  went  missing,  the  top  half  of  the 
wandering  pooch  was  eventually  discov¬ 
ered  along  the  South  Coast  outside  The 
Dell,  home  of  Southampton,  Pompey*s 
much-admired  rivals.  But  where  is  El  Tel, 
Nelson's  replacement?  Since  the  well- 
documented  financial  troubles  at  the 
struggling  Nationwide  League  first  divi¬ 
sion  club.  El  Tel  —  a  7ft  effigy  of  Terry 
Venables  —  has  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance  at  Fratton  Park.  Sounds 
vaguely  familiar. 

Charity  begins  at  home 

Desperate  times  call  for  desperate  mea¬ 
sures  and  every  little  bit  helps.  Oxford 
United,  deep  in  debt  and  forced  to  invite 
offers  for  every  player,  resorted  to  a 
collection  at  the  recent  home  match 
against  Queens  Park  Rangers.  United 
fans  gave  freely,  but  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  contents  of  the  nine  buckets 
used  will  have  made  much  of  a  dent  in  the 
EI0  million  shortfall. 

STRANGE  BUT  TRUE:  Two  of  the 
Swindon  Town  substitutes  far  die  away 
fixture  against  Charlton  Athletic  were 
Covwe  and  Bullock.  • 


Halifax  happy 
raising  home 
interest  rates 


Non-League  Football 
by  Walter  Gammie 

HALIFAX  Town  go  into  a  first  versus 
second  confrontation  against  Hednesford 
Town  this  afternoon  fortified  by  a  perfect 
record  of  ten  wins  out  of  ten  in  Vauxhall 
Conference  matches  at  The  Shay  this 
season.  Their  outstanding  home  form  has 
helped  to  put  Halifax  seven  points  clear  of 
Hednesford.  both  having  played  20 
matches. 

If  there  is  any  encouragement  for  their 
visitors,  it  is  in  the  defeat  suffered  by 
Halifax  away  to  Leek  Town  last  Saturday. 
It  was  only  their  second  of  the  season,  and 
against  lowly  opponents  who  made  play 
of  exploiting  what  they  had  observed  as  a 
tendency  by  Halifax  to  start  matches 
sluggishly.  Leek  went  2-0  ahead  after  22 
minutes  and  then  defended  that  advan¬ 
tage. 

Hednesford  go  into  the  match  having 
last  week  enjoyed  their  now  traditional 
mid-season  break  in  Spain,  courtesy  of 
John  Baldwin,  who  doubles  as  manager 
and  _  vice-chairman.  The  trip  featured 
heroics  by  Charlie  Ntamark  and  Delton 
Francis,  who  chased  and  caught  a  thief 
who  stole  the  handbag  of  an  English 
pensioner  in  the  streets  of  Torremolinos. 

The  immediate  benefit  of  the  break  was 
not  obvious.  Hednesford  missed  the 
chance  of  closing  the  gap  on  Halifax  on 
Saturday.  when  they  lost  for  the  first  time 
in  the  Conference  sines  September  27. 
going  down  2-1  away  to  Hereford  United. 

The  importance  of  the  fixture  and  the 
continued  force  of  Halifax’s  revival  is 
certain  to  be  reflected  in  the  attendance. 
This  season,  Halifax  have  averaged  1,758, 
more  than  double  last  year's  841,  and  the 
crowd  today  is  expected  to  come  close  to 
the  season’s  best  of  2,453  for  the  match 
against  Sfcilyb ridge  Celtic. 
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Gary  Neville  and  his  QldTraSord 


united  by  desire 


commitment  to  the 


e  sits  in  the  corner 
of  a  diner-style 
restaurant -just  off 

the  M62 north  of 
Manchester,  a  young '  man 
wholly  without  artifice,  and 
tells  his  story.  'Because  of  the 
way  Gary  Neville  is,  because 
honesty  is  his  compunction, 
because,  openness  defines  his 
character  and  candour  is  his 
route  ,  one,  .'his  words  form  a  . 
spellbinding  narrative.  . 
Nevifie  can  relate  fte  history 

of  the  rise  and  rise  of  the  great 
Manchester  United  team  of 
the  Nineties  like  no  other,. 
There  is  no  arrogance  to  mask 
the  weaknesses  that  he  fought 
no  nonchalance  to  gloss  over 
the  long  training-ground 
hours  that  he  and  die  other  . 
young  stars  devoted  to  their 
dream,  no  {Hide  to  hide  die 
debt  he  owes  to  others. 

He  was  there  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  greatness  eight 
years  ago,  when  he  was  14  and 
Alex  Ferguson  was  struggling 
to  hold  on  to  his  job  as 
manager.  •  ■  Travelling  up 
through  the  youth  team  and 
the  reserve  team  with  other 
prodigious  talents  such  as 
Nicky  Butt,  Ryan  Giggs. 
David  Beckham  and  Paul 
Scholes,  he  was  part  of  the 
gestation  of  the  team  that  is 
now  threatening  to  rule 
Europe.  He  was  in  on  die 
birth. 

He  admits  it  reader:  he  lives 
for  the  dub  that  he  has 
supported  since  he  was  four. 
His  loyalty  to  Ferguson  and 
Eric  Harrison,  the  United 
youth  team  coach,  the  men  . 
who  have  made  him  a  regular 
for  dub  and  country,  is  abso¬ 
lute  and  unconditional.  His 
philosophy  is  the  Manchester 
United  philosophy.  If  you- 
want  to  understand  what  has 
helped  to  make  diem  the  team 
they  are  today.  listen  tohnn. 

"When  I  was  H,  I  was 
average  among  players:"  Nev¬ 
ille  said.  "1  was  just  a  sub  for’  - 
my  county  team.  Greater  • 
Manchester.  Nicky  Butt,  my  - 
brother.  Phil.  David  Beckham,  ■ 
John  O’Kane.  Keith  Gfikspte 
and  Ben  Tbomley  were  aB: 
playing  for  national  teams. 
They  were  the  stars.  They  were 
playing  for  their  country,  at 
schoolboy  level  and  I  thought 
they  were  the  bee’s  knees.  - 

“1  was  nothing  like  that  and 
I  realised  when  1  was  16  datif 
I  did  not  give  it  my  afl.  then  I 
wouldn’t  have  a  chance.  Eric 
Harrison,  who  is  someone  I 
would  trust  with  my  life,  told 
me  what  1  wanted  to  tear  . 
within  the  firsr  two  or  three  . 
weeks  of  me  arriving  at  the 
club.  He  said:  ‘If  you  fisten  to 
me  and  you  do  whal-I  say. 
then  you’ve  got  a  chance.’ Thai 
was  all  that  1  needed  to  hear, 
that  1  did  have  a  chance  and 
that  someone  believed  in  me. 

“After  that,  I  used  to  be  on 
the  training  field  until  .half- 
past  four  every  afternoon. 
Even  when  we  weren’t  train¬ 
ing  m  toe  afternoons,  we  still 
used  ■  to  go  out  —  myself, . 


Beckham.  Butt,  Scholes,  the 
lot  of  us.  There  were  12  or  14  of 
,  us  and  we  aff  got  a  contract.  As 
a  year,  we  were  raibeb'evable. 
Eric  has;  said  we '.worked* 
harder  than -any  year  he  has 
ever  known.  .  •  .  •  . 

"He  could  riot  get  us  off  the 
training  jiteh  in  the  morning. 
Wed  have  dinner  and  then 
we’d  be  , back  out  at  quarter  to 
one  when  we  weren't  dire  out 
until  half  past  When  training 
finished  at  quarter  to  three, 
wed  still  be  there  ai  four.  He’d 
be  knocking  on  his  window 
telling  us  to  come  in  and  the 
stewards  would  becoming  out 
trying  to.  getusoff.  That  was 
how  we  were.  • 

“People  like  me.  Giggsy. 
Becks.  Butty  and  Scholesy.  we 
have  grown  up  loving  Man-. 
Chester  United  -and  I  think 
maybe  that  shows.  I  dent 
think  youll  ever  see  a  Man 
United  player' give  in.  I  see 
some  players  who  have  got 
great  ability  and  if  they 
worked  hard,  they  could  play 
for  Manchester  -United,  but 
with  their  ability  alone,  they 
won't  Thenl  see  someone  like 
Ryan  Giggs,  who  has  got  all 
the  abflxty  m  the  world  and  yet' . 
he  works.  hisj  badcside  off 
every  day.  If  he  didn’t  do  that,  - 
he  wouldn’t  play,  for  Man. 
United." 

Neville  has  made  his  work 
ethic  his  trademark.  Last 
week.  Brian  Kidd,  the  United 
assistant  manager,  praised, 
him  for  the  Herculean  efforts 
be  made  ip  drag  himself  up  to 
the  level  of  his  peers.  A  few 
weeks  before  that.  Peter 
Schmekhd,  the  United  goal¬ 
keeper,  said  Neville  was  die 
one  player  in  the  - team  he 
admired  most  because  what 
he  lacked  in 'ability  he  bad 
compensated  for  in  persevere 
ance  and  hard  work. 

Neville  himself  insists  that 
he  still  has  to  compensate  far 
his  shortcomings.  “If  I  do  not 
train  at  die  maximum  every 
day,"  he  said,  “I  dent  feel  as. 
though  I  am  right  inmy  mind. 

I  have  to  work  harder  man  the 
rest  to  make  up' for  whatother 
people  have.  I  always  fed  that 
I  have  always  fell  that." 


Neville  has  had  to  work  harder  than  the  likes  of  Giggs  to  make  up  for  a  shortfall  in  skill.  Now,  though,  he  is  a  regular  for  dub  and  country 


Now,  though,  you  cannot 
even  see  the  join  between  him 
and  his  team-males.  Against 
Aston  Villa  on  Monday,  Nev¬ 
ille.  22.  was  United*  man  of 
the  match,  and  not  just  by 
virtue  of  solid  tackling.  There 
was  one  sublime  first-half  flick 
told  one  header  that  an  aver¬ 
age  player  might  have  nodded 
bade  into  an  area  of  the  pitch 
where  It  would  be  up  for 
grabs.  Neville  flicked  it  back¬ 
wards,  straight  to  the  feet  of 
Gary  Pallister,  instead.  If  he 


was  indeed  behind  his  col¬ 
leagues.  he  has  caught  up 
now. 

Not  That  it  has  gone  to  his 
head.  There  is  an  authentidty 
about  him,  a  down-to-earth, 
quality  that  sets  him  apart  as  a 
throwback  to  the  quiet,  unas¬ 
suming  footballing  heroes  of 
yesteryear. 

That  quality  was  evident  on 
the  England  tour  of  the  Fax 
East  in  1996.  when  he  spotted 
an  overweight  photographer 
toiling  along  the  Great  Wall  of 


China  with  a  heavy  bag  of 
equipment  and  offered  to  car¬ 
ry  it  fox  him.  He  and  his 
brother,  Phil,  also  an  England 
squad  member,  are  fine  role 
models  for  a  generation  of 
aspiring  young  footballers, 
evidence  that  flair  needs  hard 
work  to  allow  it  to  flourish. 
Nike  wanted  to  recruit  them  to 
their  advertising  campaigns. 
Diadora  beat  them  to  tile 
punch.  It  does  not  really 
matter.  It  is  refreshing  to  see 
their  virtues  being  recognised. 


Neville*  modesty  is  still 
intact,  despite  the  fact  that  he 
has  already  won  two  league 
titles  and  an  FA  Cup  and 
become  an  England  regular 
on  the  right  side  of  defence.  He 
does  not  want  an  agent  and  he 
cannot  imagine  ever  asking 
far  a  move.  A  trust  has  grown 
up  between  him  and  the 
manager  now.  To  nurture  that 
is  what  drives  him  cm. 

“For  the  first  six  months  in 
the  first  team,"  he  said,  “the 
relationship  with  the  gaffer 


was  based  on  fear,  but  then  it 
becomes  respect.  When  you 
first  get  in  the  first  team,  hell 
have  a  go  at  you  and  it  kills 
you. 

"Ill  never  forget  one  of  my 
first  games.  It  was  away  at 
Chelsea  and  1  came  on  as  sub 
at  half-time  and  I  didn’t  play 
well  and  after  the  game  he  had 
a  go  at  me.  I  thought  my  whole 
world  was  falling  in.  But  then 
on  die  Monday  morning  he 
was  saying:  ‘How  are  you  son. . 
are  you  OK?*  and  you  think 


‘Don’t  let  them 
down.  Once  Alex 
doesn’t  trust  you 
you’re  finished’ 

he*  forgotten  about  ft.  I  don't 
fear  him  now.  1  respect  him.  If 
he  says  something;  it  goes. 

"The  young  lads  at  the  dub, 
we’re  not  his  puppets  and 
there  are  times  when  you 
disagree  with  him  and  you’ll 
talk  with  him.  but  if  he  says 
something,  you  usually  take; 
that  as  being  the  truth.  He  sets 
tile  standard  and  he  sets  tile 
discipline  and  you  follow  that 
We've  grown  up  with  him  and 
the  thing  that  he’s  got  in 
his  favour  is  that  everything 
he  has  told  us  has  been  the 
truth. 

“When  we  were  14  and  we 
first  signed,  he  said:  ‘Look, 
son,  I'm  not  going  to  teU  you 
that  youYe  going  to  play  for 
Manchester  United,  you  could 
all  end  up  on  the  scrapheap. 
But  whar  I  will  tell  you  is  that 
if  you  are  good  enough,  you 
will  play  for  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted.  There  is  nothing  I  want 
more  than  to  see  my  own  lads 
coming  through  because  I 
know  1  can  trust  them.’ 

“If  he*  honest  with  us, 
which  he  always  has  been, 
that  is  where  the  respect  comes 
from  and  now  every  time  I 
play  football  it*  for  him,  Brian 
Kidd,  Eric  Harrison,  myself 
and  ihe  fans,  all  those  people 
who  had  so  much  faith  in  me. 
Even  when  you  are  not  play¬ 
ing  for  Manchester  United. 
you  are  representing  the  gaffer 
and  the  people  who  have  had 
faith  in  you. 

"  "W"  f  you  let  those  people 
I  down,  that’s  when  the 
H  relationship  becomes 
JL  tarnished  and  then  he 
starts  not  to  trust  you.  You  just 
lose  that  respect  from  him. 
That  must  be  the  worst  feeling 
in  the  world  for  a  young  lad  at 
Manchester  United,  because 
you  just  go. 

“Once  he  doesn’t  trust  you, 
that*  it,  you’re  finished.  It  was 
drummed  into  us  from  the  age 
of  16:  wherever  you  go  and 
whatever  you  do.  whether 
you’re  speaking  to  a  lady  in  the 
street  or  if  you’re  going  out 
wearing  the  shirt  on  a  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon,  always  remem¬ 
ber  that  you  play  for 
Manchester  United.” 


Kendall  set 
to  bid  £4m 
for  Vlaovic 

By  David  Madoocx 

HOWARD  KENDALL  will 
pursue  Goran  Vlaovic.  the 
Croatia  striker,  after  failing  in 
an  attempt  to  take  Ian  Wright 
to  GoodisOT  ftark. 

The  Everton  manager  de¬ 
nied  yesterday  that  he  had 
been  involved  in  talks  with 
Wright,  bur  admitted  that  he 
had  approached  Arsenal  over 
the  availability  of  the  England 
t  forward:  only  to  be  mid  by 
Arsene  Wenger,  the  Arsenal 
manager,  that  the  striker  was 
not  far  sale.' 

Kendall  also  approached 
Manchester  City  in  an  attempt 
to  sign  Uwe  Rdsler  and  Georgi 
Kinkladze,  but  without  suc¬ 
cess,  and  has  switched  his 
sights  to  Vlaovic. 

The  25-year-old  forward 
was  recommended  by  Sfaven 
Bilk,  his  Croatia  team-mate, 
and  Kendall  watched  Vlaovic 
score  for  his  dub.  Valencia, 
against  Departs vo  La  Coruna 
on  Thursday  evening.  The 
Croatian  has  also  scored  m 
every  other  game  at  interna¬ 
tional  level.  Kendall  will  table 
a  bid of  around  £4nu0Kmnext 
week.  ■ 

Roy  Evans,  die  Liverpool 
manager,  has  finally  secured  * 
work  permit  for  Brad  FnedeL 
the  United  States  goalkeeper 
after  a  successful  appeal  to  toe 
Department  of  Employment. 
Fritsfci  wiHaniveat  Dverpori 
next  week,  complenng  a  •“ 
million  move  from  Columbus 
Crew.  his  American  dub. 

./  V  -  . 

“  v  Ft : 


Gross  in  unfamiliar  territory 


The  Swiss  journalist  scur¬ 
rying  around  this  Tot¬ 
tenham  Hotspur  train¬ 
ing  ground  demanded  a  yes- 
or-no  answer  “Should  Chris¬ 
tian  Gross  be  sacked  if  Spurs  ' 
lose  on  Saturday?"  If  that  is 
how  they  treat  their  managers: 
in  his  homeland  after  three 
games  in  the  job.  it  is  no 
wonder  that  Gross  preferred 
to  put  himself  at  the  mercy 
even  of  England*  notoriously 
fearsome  media. 

Gross  was  not  talking  about 
anything  quite  so  dramatic  as 
dismissal  but  "rdegarian" 
and  “critical"  are  words  mat  ■ 
-have  become  prominent  in  his 
Limited  English  lexicon. 
"Help “will  be  another,  should 
his  team  lose  at  home  .to 
Barnsley  today,  a  result  that, 
coupled  with  a  victory  by 
Everton  against  Leicester  City 
at  Filbert  Street  would  plunge 
them  to  the  bottom  of  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership. 

It  is  a  desperate  situation.  . 
that  Gross  ' dairns  to  have 
walked  into  with  hfa  eyes  wide 
men,  but  there j  are  those, 
including  .  former  colleagues, 
who  believe  that  he  did  not 
appreciate  the  size  of  the  task 
when  he  agreed  to  succetf 
Gerty  Francis  on  a  salary  of 
£300,000  —  twice  the  amount ; 

that  he  received  in  Switzerland. 

Erich  Vflgel  general  manag¬ 
er  of  Grasshopper  Zurich, 
where  Gross. came  m  promt:., 
nence.  is  one  who.  despite  his 
friendship,  daims  that  Gross  is 
gftiwptfng  to  adapi  to  a  dub 
with  twice  die /salaries,  fbur  - 
times  the  crowd  and  at  least  ten 
rim « the  expectation. 


Matt  Dickinson  on  the  manager  fighting 
a  relegation  battle  for  the  first  time 


-  “Christian  is  a  very  fine 
coach  with  an  outstanding 
pedigree  in  Swiss  football," 
Vogel  said, “but  tbe  game  here 
does  not  compare  to  England. 
English  dubs  are  huge,  there 
is  much  more  money  involved 
and  the  expectations  are  much 
higher.  Unless  you  have 
coached  extensively  through¬ 
out  Europe.  1  am  not  sure  you 
can  get  a  real  idea  of  what  is 


“Christian  did  very  well  in 
Zurich  and  had  an  outstand¬ 
ing  reputation  in  Switzerland, 
but  perhaps  that  is  not  the 
only  qualification  you  need  to 
be  a  successful  manager  ox 
coadi  in  England.  I  hope  he 


does  very  weU,  but  it  is  a  huge 
task  and  one  that  he  wifi  not 
have  faced  before." 

Gross  admits  that  he  has 
jumped  in  at  the  deep  end.  "It 
is  a  new  situation  for  roe 
because  1  have  never  been  in 
relegation  trouble  before,"  he 
said.  He  prides  himself  on  his 
skills  of  motivation,  but  they 
have  been  put  to  the  test  as 
never  before  by  two  defeats  in 
which  his  side  has  conceded 
ten  goals.  Sol  Campbell*  re¬ 
turn  after  iryuiy  today  could 
not  have  come  at  a  better  time 
and  ihe  England  defender* 
spirit,  as  much  as  his  skill, 
should  ensure  no  repeat  of  the 
surrenders  that  allowed  Chel- 


Anderton  has  given  Tottenham  Hotspur  a  welcome 
boost  by  signing  an  extension  to  his  contract 


■  i 


sea  to  score  six  and  Coventry 
City  four. 

.  Gross  also  believes  that  he 
has  discovered  where  the  es¬ 
sential  weakness  of  his  team 
lies  after  some  typically  me¬ 
thodical  analysis.  "Of  32  goals 
conceded,  26  have  been  in  the 
second  half."  he  said.  “To  be 
fresh  over  the  90  minutes,  you 
have  to  be  in  good  shape  and 
we  have  to  work  on  this."  It 
was  a  surprise,  then,  to  hear 
that  he  has  eased  off  die 
training  regime’  that  had  the 
Tottenham  players  fearing 
their  five-a-side  kicks  bouts 
woe.  about  to  give  way  to 
assault  courses  and  cross¬ 
country  runs. 

There  has  been  no  dissent 
yet,  but  nor  has  there  been 
laughter  with  <31085  a  stem 
man  at  the  best  of  times.  “I 
don’t  want  laughter.  I  want 
winners,"  he  said.  “It  is  a 
critical  situation,  but  we  will 
escape.  This  is  a  game  we  have 
to  win.” 

Gross  concedes  that 
finding  recruits  is 
proving  troublesome, 
but  there  was  some  good  news 
yesterday  when  Darren 
Anderton  signed  an  extension 
to  his  contract  that  will  keep 
him  at  the  dub  until  2000. 

“I  believe  we  will  battle  our 
way  out  of  this  position," 
Anderton  said  and,  to  prove 
his  optimism,  the  England 
winger  has  not  demanded  a 
clause  that  will  allow  him  to 
leave  should  the  team  be 
relegated.  This  afternoon 
■should  help  indicate  whether 
his  faith  is  justified. 

r* 


Juventus  pursue  Dyer 


By  Oust  Sports  Staff 

JUVENTUS  are  hoping  to 
fend  off  interest  from  Arsenal 
and  Celtic  and  sign  Keiron 
Dyer,  of  Ipswich  Town.  The 
18-year-old  defender,  a  regular 
in  the  England  U.nder-21  side, 
could  command  a  transfer  fee 
of  up  to  £5  million,  which 
would  be  a  record  for  a 
teenager  in  Great  Britain. 

Celtic  and  Arsenal  have 
been  linked  with  bids  of  up  to 
£4  million,  but  Juventus  are 
believed  to  be  realty  to  make  a 
higher  offer  after  watching 
Dyer  play  last  week. 

The  Italian  club  first  be¬ 
came  aware  of  Dyer*  talents 
when  he  put  in  an  impressive 
performance  for  England 
Under-21  against  Italy  in  Rieti 
in  October.  He  capped  a 


magnificent  display  with  the 
only  goal  of  the  match. 

Juventus  sent  representa¬ 
tives  to  look  at  Dyer  in 
Ipswich*  2-0  victory  over 
Portsmouth  in  the  Nationwide 
League  first  division  last  Sat¬ 
urday.  Dyer  suffered  a  groin 
strain  in  the  game  and  had  to 
withdraw  from  the  England 
Under-21  squad  that  met 
Greece  on  Wednesday.  The 
injury  means  that  he  wifi  miss 
Ipswich*  match  at  Port  Vale 


Fixture  clash  means 
new  date  for  play-off 


THE  Football  League  has 
moved  this  season*  third  divi¬ 
sion  playoff  final  forward  by 
a  day  because  it  dashed  with 
the  England  international 
against  Saudi  Arabia.  Glenn 
Hoddle*  side  have  matches 
with  Chile  on  February  II  and 
Saudi  Arabia  on  May  23  next 
year  at  Wembley.  The  Saudi 
match  is  on  the  original  date 
for  the  play-off  final,  which 
has  now  been  moved  forward 
to  Friday  evening.  May  22. 

Chris  Hull,  a  spokesman  for 
the  Football  League,  said:  “We 
are  delighted  to  assist  Glenn 
Hoddle*  preparations  for  the 


World  Cup  finals  next  sum¬ 
mer."  The  second  and  first 
division  playoff  finals  win  take 
place  as  scheduled  on  Sunday. 
May  24  and  Monday.  May  25 
respectively.  Kick-off  times 
have  yet  to  be  confirmed. 

Kenny  Dalglish,  the  New¬ 
castle  United  manager,  is 
likely  to  put  an  end  to  Colom¬ 
bia*  hopes  of  playing  his  team 
as  part  of  iheir  World  Cup 
preparations.  Colombia 
hoped  to  fix  a  date  in  March, 
but  Dalglish  said:  “I  don't 
think  it  will  happen,  because 
of  a  clash  with  international 
friendlies." 


this  afternoon.  George  Bur¬ 
ley.  the  Ipswich  manager, 
wants  to  retain  Dyer,  but  it  is 
believed  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  resist  a  multimiUion- 
pound  bid. 

“We  have  a  number  of 
young  players  with  exception¬ 
al  talent  at  Ipswich  Town,  one 
of  whom  is  obviously  Keiron 
Dyer,"  he  said“but  I  have 
always  said  that  I  don't  want 
to  sell  any  of  them." 

If  Ipswich  are  forced  to  sell 
Dyer,  however,  the  fee  would 
break  the  British  transfer 
record  for  a  teenager,  which 
was  the  £3  million  that  Leeds 
United  paid  Chariton  Athletic 
for  Lee  Bowyer,  a  midfield 
player,  in  1996. 

Nigel  Spademan,  die  Shef¬ 
field  United  manager,  has 
returned  to  his  former  dub, 
Chelsea,  to  strengthen  his 
side*  promotion  challenge 
and  signed  David  Lee.  the 
former  England  Under-21  de¬ 
fender,  on  a  month*  loan.  Lee 
goes  straight  into  the  side  and 
will  make  his  debut  at  Buty 
this  afternoon. 

The  centre  back  has  found 
his  opportunities  limited  at 
Stamford  Bridge  since  Ruud 
Gullit  took  over  as  manager 
last  summer.  Lee  made  only 
one  appearance  last  season, 
scoring  in  the  3-1  home  victory 
against  Tottenham,  but  he 
suffered  a  broken  leg  later  in 
the  game  and  only  made  a 
return  to  action  two  months 
ago. 

Ronnie  Wallwork,  20,  the 
Manchester  United  defender, 
has  joined  Carlisle  United,  of 
the  second  division,  on  a 
month*  loan. 


- .V.  .  -  .“i 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 
v 

BARNSLEY 
Today.  3.0 


Matt  Dickinson 
Gerry  Francis 
was  sounding  off 
yesterday,  insist¬ 
ing  that  Totten¬ 
ham  Hotspur 
would  have  fin¬ 
ished  in  the  top 
half  of  the  table  had  he  stayed. 
“But  chat  was  not  good  enough, 
not  for  me  or  the  club,”  the 
former  manager  said. 

Not  good  enough?  Alan  Sugar 
would  probably  get  down  on 
hands  and  knees  and  beg  Terry 
Venables  to  return  as  coach  if  it 
could  guarantee  just  finishing 
out  of  the  relegation  zone  this 
season.  The  depth  to  which 
Tottenham  have  sunk  in  the 
quicksand  at  the  wrong  end  of 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership  will 
be  revealed  by  4.45pm.  when  the 
final  whistle  blows  at  the  end  of 
this  afternoon's  intriguing  clash 
against  Barnsley. 

If  the  Yorkshire  side  win.  they 
will  leapfrog  over  Tottenham 
and  leave  the  London  dub 
second  from  bottom,  at  best 
Should  Everton  win  at  Leicester, 
they  could  even  be  rooted  to  the 
foot  U  is  a  predicament  that 
Tottenham  have  been  in  before, 
third  from  bottom  in  the  week 
before  Christmas.  It  was  in  1976 
and  yes.  before  you  ask,  they 
went  on  to  be  relegated  five 
months  later. 

Those  stark  statistics  alone 


should  ensure  that  nobody  at 
White  Hart  Lane  is  under  any 
misapprehension  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  afternoon’s 
game.  Whether  the  players  can 
cope  under  that  mounting  bur¬ 
den  of  pressure  will  be  one  of  the 
fascinations  of  a  game  that  will 
not  be  for  the  faint-hearted. 
Francis  daimed  that  by  resign¬ 
ing  he  would  ease  the  tension  at 
the  troubled  dub:  don’t  ny  to  tell 
that  to  Christian  Gross,  because 
the  new  Tottenham  coach  looks 
twuchier  by  die  day. 

Sol  Campbell  is  fit  to  return  to 
the  defence  and  his  presence  is 
vital  after  conceding  ten  goals  in 
two  games  against  Chelsea  and 
Coventry  City.  With  Ramon 
Vega  suspended.  Campbells 
physical  attributes  will  be  need¬ 
ed  against  Ashley  Ward. 

The  Barnsley  striker  has  been 
in  excellent  form  recently-  even 
more  impressive  given  that  he 
was  sidelined  for  two  months 
with  viral  meningitis.  His  come¬ 
back,  for  the  spectacularly  unex¬ 
pected  victory  at  Liverpool,  has 
co iridded  with  an  upturn  in 
fortunes  for  Danny  Wilson's 
ream,  with  their  2-2  draw  against 
Newcastle  United  last  week 
more  proof  of  new-found 
resilience. 

Wilson  is  certain  to  impress  on 
his  players  the  vulnerability  of 
their  opponents,  but  with  Camp¬ 
bell  restored  to  the  starting  line 
up.  they  may  be  die  first  victims 
of  a  Tottenham  revival. 

TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  [probable;  4^-2)*  1 
Wafeei  —  S  Carr.  S  Camposl.  G  Mabbun.  C 
Wbon  —  R  Fax.  A  Nieteen,  C  Celctofl«ooo.  0 
Anberron  —  D  Quota.  L  Fadmand 
BARNSLEY  (probable:  3-S-2)  L  Leese  —  A 
Moses,  P  MaricstWt  N  Baden  —  A  Krcan.  N 
Reofeatn.  E  TmWer.  J  Bourse.  M  Butocx  —  A 
Ward.  A  Liddell 
Referee:  M  Reed 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  ot 
foe  Day,  BBC1  10.15pm,  brief 
highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Tottenham  to 
save  themselves  with  a  narrow 
victory. 


FROM  CHUMPS  TO  CHAMPS 

Manchester  United  return  to  St  James 
Park  tomorrow,  foe  scene  of  their  SO 
hiding  in  October  last  year.  Here  are  1 1 
other  occasions  when  the  chanpons- 
trvwaitlng  were  soundly  beaten. 

1  So’ton  6  Man  Utd  9. 26/10/96' 
one  week  after  the  Newcastle  debate, 
United  were  thrashed  again.  For 
drama,  read  crisis",  wrote  the  man  from 
The  Times  - 

Z  Aston  Villa  5  Liverpool  1 . 15/12/76 
‘  Bob  Paisley's  team  came  close  to  a 
treble,  but  they  were  no  match  for  Andy 

Gray,  Brian  U itle  and  Co 

3.  Man  Utd  2  Everton  5,  20/9/56 

The  Babes  were  smacked  and  sent  to 
bed  early  by  Everton 

4.  Burnley  5  Leeds  1, 19/10/68 

A  shock  defeat  in  one  of  the  few 
seasons  in  which  Revie 's  Leeds  didn't 
finish  second 

5.  Man  Utd  5  Ipswich  0,  7/4/61 

The  men  from  Suffolk  were  punched  at 
Old  Tratford 

6.  Everton  1  Spurs  4,  25/8/84 

After  this  opening-day  mauling,  Everton 
were  beaten  again  in  their  second 
game  —  but  It  was  ell  smiles  by  May 

7.  Liverpool  1  Wolves  5,  7/12/46 
When  Liverpool  really  copped  if 

6.  Newcastle  1  Sunderland  9,  5/12/08 
The  men  from  Roker  roared,  but 
Sunderland  finished  third  and  the 
Magpies  swopped  for  foe  trtfe 

9.  Stoke  5  Arsenal  0. 26/8/70 

Bertie  Mee's  Double-winners  went  to 
pot  in  the  Potteries 

10.  Wolves  6  Burnley  1, 30/3/60 

The  Clarets  were  uncorked  at  Mckneux 

11.  Orient  3  Everton  0, 12/9/63 

No.  we  didn't  believe  this  one  either. 
Orient  were  relegated  at  the  end  of  the 
season  while  Everton  took  the  title 
Compiled  by  Richard  Whitehead 
Thanks  to  flay  Spiller.  Association  of 
FsvTthali  fftatistinl/tns.  and  BUI  Edaar 
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BLACKBURN  ROVERS 

WEST  HAM  UNITED 
Today,  3.0 


Nick 

Szczepanik 
One  year  ago 
this  weekend. 
Blackburn 
Rovers  were 
without  a 
game,  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough  having  taken  the 
unilateral  derision  to  post¬ 
pone  the  relegation  battle  at 
Ewood  Park.  They  were  also 
without  a  manager,  despite 
announcing  an  agreement 
with  Sven  Goran  Eriksson, 
the  Sampdoria  coach,  who 
was  to  take  control  at  the  end 
of  the  season. 

By  March.  Eriksson  had 
had  second  thoughts  and  one 
could  forgive  Jack  Walker  and 
company  for  being  grateful, 
with  the  benefit  of  hindsight, 
that  he  did.  Rovers,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  sage  of  Croy¬ 
don.  Roy  Hodgson,  now  stand 
in  second  place  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  and  have 
overcome  the  departures  of 
Henning  Berg  and  Graeme  Le 
Saux  with  little  visible  effect 
on  their  defence. 

Last  Saturday's  victory 
against  Arsenal  at  Highbury 
emphasised  the  value  of  a 
folly-fit  Kevin  Gaflacher. 
Unfortunately,  his  striking 
partner,  Chris  Sutton,  is  sus¬ 
pended  for  the  visit  of  West 
Ham  United.  Marrin  Dahlin, 
the  logical  replacement,  is 
injured  and  James  Beattie,  a 
19-year-old  forward,  could 
make  his  second  appearance, 
although  the  improving  fit¬ 
ness  of  Lars  Bohinen  and 
Damien  Duff  gives  Hodgson 
other  options. 

The  visitors  are  in  a  run  of 
poor  away  results.  Only  Shef¬ 
field  Wednesday  and  Barnsley 
have  conceded  more  goals  on 
cheir  travels. 

Stan  Lazaridis  is  still  away 
with  the  Australia  squad  and 
Ludek  Miklosko,  the  goal¬ 
keeper.  is  likely  to  be  missing 
for  several  weeks  with  a  neck 
injury,  so  the  search  is  on 
for  cover.  Craig  Forrest,  the 
Canada  international,  who 
deputised  against  Wednesday 
last  week,  will  continue  today. 
The  scoring  return  of  Paul 
Kirson  from  injury  in  that 
match,  to  resume  his  partner¬ 
ship  with  John  Hanson,  may 
raise  West  Ham  hopes,  but 
most  .of  the  pair's  successes 
have  come  at  Upton  Park. 

The  temptation  to  think  that 
a  run  has  to  end  sometime  is 
natural,  but  against  Black¬ 
burn,  beaten  only  once  at 
home?  Unlikely. 

BLACKBURN ROVBRSipcxsvbfe.W-7)  T 
Ftovwr*  — I  henna.  S  Hcnchoc.  C  HeftVY. 
G  Croft  —  S  ftptey.  T  Sber-i-wd  G  FUooK. 
D  Dull  —  h  GdUacrer  JWiI-j.w 
WEST  HAM  UNITED  [probable.  3-4-1 -2) 
C  Fork*  —  I  Pharos.  R  Ferdinand.  0 
Ltrrjwonfi  —  A  IRf»y.  5  'jjroa3.  F 
lernpJKS.  K  Rowland  —  E  Remove  —  J 
Hanson.  P  hjtson 
Rofmee:  G  Asnty 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match 
of  the  Day.  brief  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Ravers  roll  on. 


y 


Simon  Wilde 
Football  clubs 
tend  to  turn  over 
more  new-  leaves 
than  a  bookbind¬ 
er.  but  Brian  Lit¬ 
tle,  the  Aston 
Villa  manager, 
feels  that  the  Christmas  period  is 
the  ideal  time  for  his  side  to 
consign  their  mixed  form  this 
season  to  history.  With  a  demand¬ 
ing  match  against  Manchester 
United  behind  them  and  their 
improbable  Uefa  Cup  run  on  hold 
until-March.  Little  sniffs  six  much- 
needed  points  against  Southamp¬ 
ton  and  Tottenham  Hotspur. 

If  three  points  are  to  be  snapped 
up  today.  Villa  may  need  their 
front  pair  of  Stan  Collymore  and 
Savo  Milosevic  to  fire.  Neither, 
though,  is  in  the  best  of  spirits: 


ASTON  VILLA 
v 

SOUTHAMPTON 
Today,  3.0 


Collymore  has  scored  twice  in  21 
games  and  is  taking  a  lot  of  flak, 
lately  from  Andy  Gray,  the 
television  pundit,  who  accused 
him  of  foiling  to  live  up  to  Villa's 
best  goalscoring  traditions  (ie 
Gray  himself).  Milosevic  is  head¬ 
ing  towards  a  legal  dispute  with 


the  dub  about  playing  another 
season  for  them  after  mis  one. 

Southampton,  very  much  in 
danger  of  relegation,  appear  easy 
prey  on  paper.  Their  away  record 
is  hopeless:  seven  defeats  in  eight 
FA  Carling  Premiership  matches 
this  season.  If  Villa’s  performance 
depends  on  Collymore  and 
Milosevic,  Southampton’s  relies 
on  Le  Ussier,  who  had  an 
undistinguished  game  against 
Leicester  but  at  least  scored. 

ASTON  VILA  (probatf*  3-5-2];  M  Oates  — U 
Ehtagu,  G  Southgate,  R  Sdmeca — G  Chaim.  I 
Tavtor.  M  Draper.  L  Handoe,  S  SUintai  —  S 
MLosevc.  S  Co*yrpcra 

SOUTHAMPTON  iprrtjaWe:  4-4-2V  P  Jonas  — 
J  OodS.  K  Monl&i.  C  Undekvam.  F  Baud — C 
Palmer.  K  RlcharOsoo,  M  OaWey.  M  Le  Tr«Jer  — 
K  Dawtes.  D  Hra. 

Referee:  □  Efcray 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day,  extended  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Villa  to  win. 


Keith  Pike 
It  says  something 
perhaps  about  the 
priorities  of  Pre¬ 
miership  dubs 
that  their  flirta¬ 
tion  with  all 
things  foreign 
does  not  extend  to  the  support 
needed  to  keep  those  highly-paid, 
highly-rated  imports  on  the  field. 

It  was  with  something  of  a 
resigned  air  yesterday  that  Steve 
Coppell,  the  Crystal  Palace  man¬ 
ager,  revealed  that  his  two  Ital¬ 
ians,  Lombardo  and  Padavano. 
had  been  dispatched  to  Turin  for 
treatment  to  the  injuries  (ankle 
and  hamstring  respectively)  that 
keep  them  out  today. 

“With  all  due  respect  to  our 
medical  department,  in  compari¬ 
son  to  those  at  Juventus  the 


DERBY  COUNTY 

CRYSTAL  PALACE 
Today,  3.0 


facilities  are  antiquated,"  Coppell 
said.  The  Italian  club  employs 
two  full-time  doctors,  physio¬ 
therapists  and  masseurs,  “plus 
the  best  medical  machinery 
money  can  buy".  To  compound 
Coppell’s  problems.  Smith. 
Rodger  and  Dyer  are  for  from 


certain  to  be  Ot  and  Edworthy  is 
suspended. 

As  bans  and  breakdowns  begin 
to  bite,  it  is  the  depth  of  talent  in  a 
squad  that  counts  and  that 
should  give  Derby  County  the 
edge  this  afternoon.  Jim  Smith 
could  be  withour  five  first-team 
regulars,  including  Stu  nidge,  but 
with  plenty  of  talent  in  reserve,  it 
would  be  a  brave  man  to  bet 
against  Derby  extending  their 
unbeaten  record  at  Pride  Park. 

DERBY  COUNTY  (poasiWe.  34-1-21.  M  Poom 
—  G  Rouwu.  I  Sfrrac.  S  Eton  —  S  Eieno.  L 
Carsfav.  □  PoneO.  C  Pwel  —  F  Baianc.  —  0 
Buron.  P  V.'arsrtope 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  Iposstofe:  5-4-1)  KUIqr- 
N  Emtfer.  A  brUghan.  P  WatusL  H 
hheidarcson.  D  Goidcn  —  S  Rodger.  A  Roberts. 
J  Fmiarton.  I  Zona i  —  N  Shpoerfey. 

Below  M  Boderiiani 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
foe  Day .  brief  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Home  win. 


Richard  Hobson 
After  the  Battle  of 
Stamford  Bridge 
last  weekend. 
George  Graham, 
the  Leeds  United 
manager,  is  anx¬ 
ious  that  EUand 
[toad  should  not  become  known 
as  the  Kicking  Fields.  Graham 
swiftly  withdrew  his  criticism  of 
Graham  Poll,  the  referee,  after 
studying  footage  of  the  first  half 
against  Chelsea  in  which  eight 
players  were  booked  and  two  sent 
off.  Instead,  he  fined  his  five 
offenders  almost  £20.000  in  total. 

“I  do  not  want  us  gening  a 
reputation  for  foul  play.  I  will  not 
tolerate  our  image  being  tar¬ 
nished."  Graham  said,  arguably 
30  years  too  late,  given  the 
perception  of  the  club  under  Don 


LEEDS  UNITED 

BOLTON  WANDERERS 
Today.  3.0 


Kevie.  Interesting,  then,  that  Gra¬ 
ham  introduces  a  defender  nick¬ 
named  The  Terminator"  this 
afternoon  as  Nlolenaar  replaces 
Radebe  (suspended,  naturally). 
Leeds  si:  in  fourth  place  with  a 
run  of  six  home  games  unbeaten, 
but  are  stiil  missing  Kewell,  who 


is  with  Australia  for  the  footling 
Confederations’  Cup. 

Bolton  Wanderers  hope  that 
Fish,  a  confident  defender,  will  be 
released  by  South  Africa  from  the 
same  com  peri  non.  Fitness  doubts 
surround  four  players  while 
Thompson,  a  target  for  Leeds 
over  the  summer,  and  Holds- 
worth  are  suspended.  Cox, 
though,  is  available  after  an 
absence  of  four  months. 

LEEDS  UNITED  (pooaMe.  A4-2I-  N  Martvn  — 
G  Halle  R  Mcter'oar.  D  IWheraZ.  D  Robortwn 

—  G  Kefly  A  i  Haalartc  D  8  Rostra  — 

J  f  Howetoaoik.  R  Wallace 

BOLTON  WANDERERS  ipossixe-  44-2J:  K 
Eraragap  —  N  Co*.  M  Ftsh.  A  Teed.  M  WIMSdh 
— J  PcHocv.  p  Franosort.  M  Janmen.  S  SeSars 

—  P  Bea.-ii’ey.  N  Bate. 

Referee:  A  Wdk* 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day.  brief  highlights 

■  PREDICTION:  Leeds  to  win  a 
full-blooded  game 


a  Brian  GlanvQle 
Everton  are  in 
free  foil  and,  with 
Duncan  Fergu¬ 
son  and  Slaven 
Bilic  still  sus¬ 
pended.  it  seems 
unlikely  that  their 
slide  will  be  arrested.  Mitch 
Ward,  recently  signed  from  Shef¬ 
field  United,  is  also  injured.  At 
Chelsea.  Ward  made  two  fine 
chances  for  Ferguson  that  nearly 
brought  goals,  ihen  carelessly 
gave  away  the  penalty  which 
changed  the  game. 

That  is  how  things  are  with 
Everron.  who  now  seem  likely  to 
sell  one  of  their  best  midfield 
players.  Gary  Speed,  the  Wales 
international,  so  they  can  buv 
new  players.  Bad  news  for  them 
is  thar  Emile  Heskey,  of  Leicester 


LEICESTER  CITY 
v 

EVERTON 
Today,  3.0 


City,  a  hugely  promising  young 
sinkers,  seems  to  have  found  the 
range  again,  heading  two  goals 
for  England  L'ndef-21  against 
Greece  in  midweek. 

The  side’s  three  grenadiers  — 
Ellion.  Prior  and  Walsh  —  at  the 
had:  should  have  little  Trouble  in 


the  air  in  Ferguson’s  absence. 
Everton,  though,  have  at  least 
found  an  accomplished  new  goal¬ 
keeper.  a  proper  successor  to 
Neville  Southall,  in  Thomas 
Myhre,  the  young  Norwegian. 

Significantly,  they  have  not 
conceded  a  goal  in  their  last  two 
games  and  the  £500.000  arrival 
from  Viking  Stavanger  should 
give  their  defence  heart.  The 
trouble  is  that  they  are  finding  it 
so  very  hard  to  score. 

IjBC£$TER  CT7Y  (protHfife  3-5-21  K  HiSer  — 
S  prtgr  M  Ellen.  S  Waisn  —  P  Knamarh.  R 
Savage.  N  Lennon.  M  taw.  S  G-jppjr  —  £ 
Hos*&y.  G  Fertm 

EVERTON  (pOtwMa,  3-M]  T  Myftr*j  —  C 
SUCH,  D  wason.  C  Titer  —  A  Thomas.  D 
WiCramgon.  G  Speed.  G  FmSif.  A  rttmrite — 
C  CaOamaner.  N  Batmby 
Referee:  J  Winter. 

■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day.  extended  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Leicester  to  win 

% 

:  'nr:'1 


LIVERPOOL 

v 

COVENTRY  CITY 
Today.  3.0  • 


David 
Maddock 
Roy  Evans, 
the  Liverpool 
manager,  is 
not  a  happy 
man.  Steve 
McManaman 


has  been  his  most  dangerous 
and  most  consistent  player  all 
season,  yef  a  story  appeared 
this  week  suggesting  that  Ev¬ 
ans  would  be  happy  to  sell  the 
England  forward. 

Recriminations  will  follow, 
with  Evans  angry  that  he  can 
be  portrayed  as  so  unthinking 
towards  the  Liverpool  sup¬ 
porters  who  adore  McMana- 
man.  In  the  short  term, 
though,  the  Liverpool  manag¬ 
er  may  have  to  face  up  to  life 
without  the  player,  if  only  for 
one  game. 

The  winger  has  an  ankle 
problem  and  is  rated  doubtful, 
along  with  Paul  Ince.  How¬ 
ever.  McManaman  gave  his 
customary  breezy  response 
yesterday  to  questions  about 
his  fitness.  “Playing  through 
injury  depends  on  how  tough 
you  are  and  I'm  as  hard  as 
nails." 

Ince  is  a  bigger  doubt 
which  will  probably  allow 
Jamie  Carragher.  a  potential 
England  player  of  the  future, 
to  continue  his  impressive  rise 
through  the  Anfield  ranks. 

Coventry  have  a  rare  talent 
of  their  own  in  midfield  and 
at  a  snip  of  a  price,  too.  They 
have  signed  George  Boateng, 
who  is  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Holland  team.  from 
Feyenoord  for  just  £250,000. 
Given  drat  he  is  rated  at  £4 
million,  but  was  made  avail¬ 
able  at  the  cut-price  fee  before 
he  becomes  a  free  agent 
under  the  Bosnian  ruling  at 
Christmas.  Gordon 
Strachan,  the  Coventry  man¬ 
ager.  is  obviously  delighted. 
“We’d  have  to  pay  that  for  an 
average  non-league  player.” 
he  said. 

Boateng  may  get  a  start 
today,  but  in  defence,  given 
that  Coventry  have  Burrows. 
Breen  and  Williams  ail  sus¬ 
pended.  while  McAllister  is 
injured. 


LIVERPOOL  foto&Jta.  4-4-3  0  Jerries— 
J  McAleer.  ST  Kvarms,  D  MatJos.  S 
Harkness — S  McManaman.  J  Catragfiai.  J 
Redhnapo.  O  Leooarflson  —  R  Fowia.  M 
Owen 

COVENTRY  CITY  fprotebln:  3-5-21:  M 
Hedmun  —  fl  Shaw.  G  Boatmg,  S  SMton 
-»  R  NSsson.  P  Teder.  TE  Softwedt  N 
wneian.  M  Han  —  D  Huctefoy.  D  Dutan 
Referer.  PAfcodt 


■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Mate* 
of  foe  Day.  brief  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  A  surprise  re¬ 
sult,  home  win. 


ON  MONDAY 


Brilliant  insights  or  hopeless 
guesses?  Check  our  writers’ 
predictions  against  their 
weekend  match  reports 


Rob  Hughes 

After  a  severe 
kicking  from 
Leeds  United  in 
last  weekend's 
goalless  draw  at 
Stamford  Bridge, 
Chelsea  travel  to 
South  Yorkshire  for  what  they 
hope  will  be  a  fairer  test  of 
talents  and  a  resumption-  of 
goalscoring  at  Sheffield  Wednes¬ 
day.  “Chelsea  are  very  easy  on 
the  eye,"  Ron  Atkinson,  Wednes¬ 
day’s  revivalist  manager,  has  . 
enthused.  “They're  one  of  the 
best  teams  in  Europe, .but ‘if  .we 
play  with  drive  and  passion  and 
the  Hillsborough  fans  give  tis 
the  same  vocal  backing  that  they 
did  when  we  beat  Arsenal,  we’ll 
be  up  for  it.” 

Atkinson  tried  to  buy  Goce 
Sedloski,  a  big,  strong  Macedo¬ 
nian  centre  back,  but  found  the 
goods  damaged  in  the  pelvic 
area  and  is  trying  to  renegotiate 
the  price  on  a  game-by-game 
basis.  His  line-up,  despite  defeat 
at  West  Ham  United,  may  be 
unchanged  therefore,  with 
Niclas  Alexanders  son.  his  first 
buy.  and  Benito  Carbone  as 
substitutes.  The  mercurial  Paulo 
di  Canto  is  bursting  to  show  the 
King’s  Road  Italians  how  it  is 
done  up  north. - 

You  never  know  with  Chelsea. 
Should  Ruud  Gullit,  the  manag¬ 
er.  restore  Gianluca  Vialli,  or  . 
retain  Tore  Andre  "Flo,  more 
mobDe  than  his  brother  was  at 
Sheffield  United  and  who  has 
capitalised  with  four  goals  in 
Chelsea’s  last  two  away  match¬ 
es?  Indeed,  nobody  tops  the  25 
goals  Chelsea  have  amassed  in 
nine  away  games: 

Who  else  plays  for  Chelsea  at 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 

CHELSEA 
Today,  3.Q 


.Hillsborough?  Celesune  Baba- 
yaro  is  out  with  a  toe  injury  and 
Gullit's  seven  days  of  Christmas 
.have  been  hill  of  normal  Stam¬ 
ford  Bridge  fantasy,  suggesting 
that  Fan  Zhiya,  the  China  cap¬ 
tain,  is  coming  co  complete  die 
multi-national  squad,  followed 
by  Marco  Negri,  top  scorer  in 
Scotland,  and  Brian  Laudrup 
from  Rangers. 

Additionally,  until  he  signs  an 
extended  contract,  speculation 
will  mount  that  it  is  this  season 
or  never  for  Gullit  and  Chelsea 
in  the  championship.  The  imme¬ 
diate  question  is  whether  Chel¬ 
sea,  without  Mark  Hughes,  who, 
like  Peter  Atherton  of  Wednes¬ 
day.  is  suspended,  can  repeat 
last  winter's  2-0  win.  or  draw  the 
game,  as  has  been  die  case  in 
four  other  recent  meetings. 


-SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  (probable;  *-4-2)- 
K  Pressman — I  Notan.  J  Nwsome.  D  Walker, 
D  Stefenovta  —  G  WNBmqtTam.  W  Co*lns.  P 
fiiK*.  G  Hyde  — A  Boo  lb.  P  di  Cano 
CHELSEA  (possible;  a-4-2)-  E  de  Goey  —  F 
Sinclair.  FLeboeut.M  Dubeny.GLa  Saux— D 
PeWtscu,  D  Wise.  R  di  Maneo.  M  Nicrtote  — 
T  A  Flo,  GZcria 
Referee:  GBaiber 


■  TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day,  extended  highlights. 

■  PREDICTION:  Chelsea  to  win 
the  battle  of  the  Blues. 


Oliver  Hoh 
The  way  it  is 
looking  now, 
Manchester 
United's  5-0  de¬ 
feat  at  St  James’ 
Park  14  months 
ago  was  just  an 
aberration,  the  only  glimmer  of 
weakness  that  Alex  Ferguson 
and  his  team  have  shown  for 
some  time.  For  Newcastle  Uni¬ 
ted,  it  added  up  to  the  last 
hurrah  of  Kevin  Keegan,  the  end 
of  an  old  era  rather  than  the 
beginning  of  a  new  one. 

United,  of  course,  have  gone 
from  strength  to  strength  since. 
Even  though  their  four-point 
lead  at  the  top  of  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership  may  have  been  cut 
by  the  time  that  they  play  this 
afternoon,  they  will  still  be  red- 
hot  championship  favourites,  ac¬ 
claimed  as  die  best  team  in  this 
country  and  rated  by  many  as 
the  best  in  Europe,  mo. 

There  are  only  a  few  dissent¬ 
ing  voices,  but  one  belongs  to 
Gary  Neville,  the  United  full 
back.  “You  don’t  become  the  best 
by  bearing  die  best  once,  like  we 
have  done  with  Juventus,”  Nev¬ 
ille  said.  “You’ve  got  to  do  it  over 
three  or  four  seasons  and  all  the 
hype  abour  us  meeting  Juventus 
in  ffie  final  worries  me  because 
we  have  not  proved  anything  in 
Europe  yet 

“But  what  drives  a  lot  of  us  on 
here  is  the  fear  of  losing.  In  my 
first  season  in  the  first  team,  we 
lost  the  league  and  the  FA  Cup  in 
a  week.  J  was  gutted  all  summer 
and  I  never  warn  to  feel  that 
again.  It’s  asking  a  bit  much  to 
win  the  title  every  year  for  15 
years,  but  somehow  that’s  what 
you  expect  when  you  play  for 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 
Tomorrow,  4.0  (sold  out)' 


Manchester  United  these  days." 
United  are  likely  to  welcome 
Paul  Scholes  back  after  a  three- 
match  suspension  and,  after 
Teddy  Sheringham’s  Third  con¬ 
secutive  penalty  miss  against 
Aston  Villa  on  Monday,  Scholes 
will  also  be  handed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  spot  kicks.  His  return 
means  that  Ferguson  will  proba¬ 
bly  have  to  choose  between  Andy 
Cole  and  Ole  Gunnar  Solskjaer 
and  the  former  Newcastle  player 
ts  likely  to  get  the  vote. 

For  Newcastle,  becalmed  in 
mid-table  and  coming  off  whar 
their  manager.  Kenny  Dalglish, 
described  as  their  poorest  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  season  against 
Derby  County  on  Wednesday, 
tomorrow's  game  could  be  the 
catalyst  they  need  to  spark  a 
mid-season  rally.  United, 
though,  should  be  too  strong. 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  (probable-  M-2V 
Schnrrteha — G  Mania,  GPaUster.’H  Ban 
Nwfce  —  ^Beckham.  N  Bun.  P  StfwtesJ 
Giggs — A  Cote.  EShartngham. 
NEWCASTLE  UNITED  (probable:  a.un- 
Often —jy  Bam  P  Albert.  A  Pa«w  ~ 
J  Bamas.  j  Beresfi 

Referee:  P  Jones 


■  TELEVISION:  Tomom 
on  Sky  Sports  i,  from  3pn 

■  PREDICTION:  Away  wi 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


McMANAMAN’S 
A,  WORLD 


as  much  as  players 


I  have  a  fading  that  English 
football  will  soon  be  era  brac¬ 
ing  a  winter  break  —  very 
soon,  in  fact  It  is  long  overdue  and 
there  seems  to  be  the  right  mood  . 
now  to  force  it  through. 

It  is  a  good  idea.  For  many 
years,  chairmen,  managers  and. 
players  have  said  that  it  would 
benefit  football  and  almost  every 
season  they  are  proved  right- 
There  are  difficulties,  mostly  over 
the  timing,  but,  in  principle,  it  has 
to  be  a  good  idea. 

1  know  that  we  could  have.  a. 
break  over,  say,  Christmais, land 
the  weather  could  be  awful  at  the 
end  of  January,  but  that  is  hot  the 
point.  Invariably,  over  winter,  we 
have  bad  spells  of  weather  and 
many-  dubs  face  a  backlog  of 
matches  towards  the  end  of.  the1 
season.  If  we  were  to  ha  ve  a  winter  •' 
break,  then  the  season  would  be 
extended  automatically  to  accom¬ 


modate  the  fixtures  and  there  Is  a 
good  chance  'drat  wehrould  miss . 
the  worst  of.  the  ■weather  in 
process.  .  V'  . '  :  • 

No  one  likes  playing  ar  'waiiih 
ing  matches,  in  teniMecpnditiaQSv 
The  Newcastle  United  v  Derby  ' 
;  eounty  ganra  in  tmdweek  Wa^  I 
understand,  tinned  by  the  condi¬ 
tions  and  many  of  the  Derby 
supporters  either  didn’t  make  the 
match ..  because  of  the/  terrible 
conditions  on  the  roads,  or  did  hot  - 
even  dare  set  off.  Undersoil  heat-  ; 
ingmakEspitdiespJayableeveninv 
-ihe.  worst  conditions,  but  it  does 
not  guarantee  a  decent  game,  nor  - 
-does.it  guarantee  the  safety  of  the 
supporters  travelling  to  the  match 
dr  wfvmdMy^thae;,  . 

There,  is  also  the  -subject  of 
Christmas.  Having  no  pinstmas 
break  is  part  of  bong  a  footballer. 
We  accept  that.  It  has  always  been  - 
dial  way  and  we  are  tuefy  hat  it  is 


one  of  the  few  hardships  That  we 
have  to  face.  I  don’t  have  any. 

_  problems  at  all,  but  some  of  my 
team-males  have  drildren  and 
;  they  do  fed  a  pang  of  regret  when ' 
~  they  have  to  came  m  ara  train  on 
•Christmas  Day,  or  even-go  away 
wiffitheteamtoahotdishfletheir 
kids  are  left  at, home.  - 

This  is!  our  most  intensive  period 
.nf matches. and  so  we  have  to  be 
.professional  and.  more  focused 
than  ever.  There  is  ho  chance  of 
over-eafing  or  .drinking  because 
we  usually  play  something  like 
four  games  m  sfc  or  seven  days: 

This  year,  we  play  on  Boxing 
Day  and  then  cm  the  Sunday,  but 
~  aha-  that  we  have  a  break  until 
after  the  new  year.  It  is  .  the  first 
-  time  in  my  memary  that  we  have 
riot  been  asked  to  play  an  New 
Year’S  Day  —  but  don't  get  carried 
away  with  the  idea  that  we  will  be 
out  celebrating  New  Year’s  Eye. 


We  have  an  FA  Cup  game  on 
January  4  and  we  will  be  in 
training  on  New  Year’s  Day  just 
like  every  other. 

Our  fans  would  soorf  .get  to 
know  about  us  living  it  up  and  so, 
for  the  Uveipool  players,  ir  will  be 
a  case  of  quiet  new  year’s  celebra¬ 
tions  with  their  families,  just  as  it 
is  every  year.  At  least  this  year, 
though,  we  won’t  be  stuck  in  a 
hotel. 

I’m  not  going  to  be  Santa  this 
year  because  I'm  top  skinny  to  be 
asked  to  play  him  at  the  club's- 
party  for  all  the  children  tomor¬ 
row.  I’d  fancy  the  job,  but  the  lads 


say  that  Ill  have  to  scoff  quite  a  bit 
more  Christmas  pud.  We’D  have  to 
leave  it  to  Neil  Ruddock. 


■  Spanish  inquisition 
It  is  supposed  to  be  the  season  of 
goodwill,  but  1  have  to  confess  to 
becoming  increasingly  annoyed 
and  a  little  distressed  at  all  the 
rumours  and  stories  circulating 
about  me  supposedly  going  to 
Barcelona.  I  have  been  constantly 
asked  about  it  this  week,  but  what 
can  T  possibly  say?  There  is 
absolutely  no  truth  in  it  whatso¬ 
ever,  so  how  can  I  react  to 
something  that  just  doesn't  exist?  If 


I  say  anything,  then  it  just  gives 
credence  to  nonsense. 

There  have  even  been  sugges¬ 
tions  in  the  Spanish  newspapers 
this  week  that  I  have  signedsome 
scat  of  agreement  with  Barcelona 
to  join  them  at  some  time  in  the 
future.  Not  only  is  that  an  outra¬ 
geous  untruth  that  my  lawyer  will 
be  responding  to,  but  it  is  hurtful 
to  Liverpool  and  our 

supporters. 

I  have  had  absolutely  no  contact 
with  Barcelona  since  the  dub  told 
me  to  go  and  speak  to  them  last 
August  So  when  people  come  up 
to  me  and  ask  about  it  lYn  in 
exactly  the  same  boat  as  them  —  I 
know  nothing  at  all. 

I’ve  read  the  papers  making  all 
these  suggestions  this  week,  but  if 
Liverpool  have  heard  nothing  at 
all  from  Barcelona  and  I  have 
heard  nothing  either,  then  that  is 
just  end  of  story  —  people  seem  to 
forget  that  I  am  under  contract  and 
I  am  determined  to  honour  that 
contract  with  Liverpool. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  stories 
always  seem  to  circulate  after  I 
have  had  a  decent  game  and  that 
not  only  is  it  unsettling,  it  is  not  fair 
on  our  supporters.  How  are  they 
supposed  to  feel  if  they  hear  that 
I'm  supposed  to  have  agreed  to 
join  Barcelona? 

I  can  assure  them  I  have  not  and 
that  I  am  totally  committed  to  the 
Liverpool  cause.  I  just  wish  that  all 
this  nonsense  would  go  away  and 


allow  me  to  concentrate  on  Die  one 
thing  our  fans  are  interested  in  — 
winning  the  championship. 

■  Surface  tension 

I  went  over  on  my  ankle  in  training 
this  week  and  it  shows  just  how 
difficult  die  conditions  can  be  at  this 
time  of  year.  One  day,  the  surface  is 
bone  hard;  the  next,  it  has  melted 
and  it  is  sticky  —  that  is  how  I 
picked  up  the  injury. 

Yet,  in  many  cases,  I  feel  dial 
you  have  to  play  through  these 
problems.  I  have  had  a  couple  of 
days'  rest  and  I  trained  on  Friday 
morning,  so.  if  at  all  possible.  1  will 
play  against  Coventry  City.  I  have 
only  missed  a  couple  of  games  in 
the  past  four  years  and  I  don’t 
want  to  spoil  that  record. 

■  Berger  a  sight  to  relish 
Funniest  sight  of  the  week:  Patrik 
Berger'S  new  haircut.  I  went  into 
training  on  Friday  and  he  had 
shorn  all  his  lovely  flowing  locks 
off.  What  a  sight 

Patrik  is  renowned  for  his  long 
hair,  but  suddenly  he  has  been 
transformed  from  a  footballer  who 
is  every  teenage  girl's  pin-up  to  one 
that  looks  like  Burglar  BflL  Well, 
maybe  not  that  bad,  but  put  it  this 
way.  you  wouldn’t  let  him  lock 
after  your  kids  with  his  new 
hairstyle. 

Merry  Christmas! 

Steve  McManaman 


(Last  week’s  position  ini  brac&efe^ 


2.  BLACKBURN  ROVERS  (3) 

18 

MWWUW 

36 

+14 

4.  LEEDS  UTD  (5) 

“>8 

31 

+7 

6.  LIVERPOOL  (8) 


* ■  s. ' Vs 'i 

'Vi  jSy  '  '  - 


10.  WEST  HAM  UTD  (11) 


12.  ASTON  VILLA  (12) 


14.  COVENTRY  CITY  (16) 


16.  BOLTON  WANDERERS  (15) 


Uni'l— .  j-v.rv.  -  — '  • 


18.  TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  (18) 


apf-pFv'KV  -  ■ 

,.-.V»4  r -•**  ' 


20.  BARNSLEY  (20) 


I— )  Hayes  v  Rushden  and  Diamonds  ... 

(—1  Kodemlnster  v  Leek  . 

(— )  Morecambe  v  Kettering  . 

(— )  Southport  v  Gateshead . 

(— )  Telford  v  Woking . 

/—)  Welling  v  Hereford  . . 

{— )  Yeovil  v  Stough  . . 


1 .  Manchester  Utd  '  44 


2.  Chelsea 

3.  Blackburn 
=.  Derby 

5.  Arsenal 

6.  Liverpool 

7.  Sheffield  Wed 

8.  Leeds 

9.  West  Ham 

10.  Lateester 

11.  SoLtthamplon 

12.  Newcastle 

13.  Aston  ViBa 
=.  Wimbledon 
15.  Bamsfay 
==.  Covertly 

=.  Crystal  Palace 
1&  Bolton 
=.Evwton 
20.  Tottenham 


Goals  per  half 


.....  i 5 i* )  /  ^ 


Balano  (Derby) 

Hartson  (West  Ham) 

Sutton  (Blackburn) 

Bergkamp  (Arsenal) 

Cole  (Manchester  Utd) 

Wright  (Arsenal) 

GaBacher  (Blackburn) 

Wallace  (Leeds) 

Blake  (Bolton) 

Carbone  (Sheffield  Wed) 
Dawes  (Southampton).  - 
:Df  Canto  (Sheffield  Wed) 
Dublin  (Coventry) 

Fowler  (Liverpool) 

Sheri  ngharn  (Manchester  Utd) 
Zola  (Chelsea) 

Berkovic  (West  Ham)  . 
Huckerby  (Coventiy) 
McManaman  (Uveipool) 
Redfeam  (Barnsley 
Wanchope  (Derby) 


Cants  issued 


1  _  Leeds  Utd 
2.  Arsenal 
*  3.  Coventry 
=.  Evertoh 
5.  Derby 
6;  Crystal  Palace 

7.  Chelsea 

8.  Bolton 

9.  Blackburn. 

10.  West  Ham 

11.  Sheffield  Wed 

12.  Newcastle 

13.  Southampton 

— .  Manchester  Utd* 
15.  Liverpool 
=.  Tottenham 

17.  Barnsley 

18.  Wimbledon 

19.  Leicester  . 

2D.  Aston  ViRa 


Yellow  Rad 


43  3 

42  1 

38  3 

38  3 

40  1 

38  2 

35  3 

33  4 

33  3 

35  0 

'  30  2 

28  1 

28  0 

28  0 

■26  1 

26  1 

26  0 

25  0 

21  1 

20  1 


•mdcard  downgraded  to  yeBow 


12.  Crystal  Palace 

13.  Bolton 
=.  Derby 

=.  Everton 
16.  Southampton 
s.WHt'Hw 
IS.  Tottenham 
ta  Sheffield  Wed 
20.  Barnsley 


Arsenal 
Aston  Villa 
Barnsley 
Blackburn 
Bolton 


Coventry 
Crystal  Palace 


Leeds  Utd 
Leicester 


Manchester  Utd 
Newcastle  ■ 
Sheffield  Wed 

Southampton 
Tottenham 
West  Ham 
Wimbledon 


Arsenal 
Aston  Vffla 
Barnsley 
Blackburn 
Bolton 
Chelsea  ’ 
Coventry 
Crystal  Palace 
Derby 
Everton 
Leeds  Utd 
Leicester' 
Liverpool 
Manchester  Utd 
Newcastle 
Sheffield  Wed 
Southampton 
-Tottenham 
West  Ham  ■ 
WmbtedAn 


Wimbledon  (a) 
Southampton  01) 
Tottenham  (a)  ■ 
West  Ham  (h) 

Leeds  (a) 

Shelf  Wed  (a) 
Liverpool  M 
Derby  (a). 

C  Palace  (h). 
Leicester  (a)  - 
Bolton  (h) 
Everton  (h) 
Coventry  (h) 
Newcastle  (a) 
Man  Utd  (h) 
Chelsea  (h) 
Aston  Villa  (a) 
Barnsley  (h)  . 
Blackburn  (a) 
Arsenal  (h). 


Leicester  (h) 
Tottenham  (h) . 
Bolton  (a)  -  . 
Shaft  Wed  (a) 
Barnsley  (h) 
Wimbledon  (h) 
West  Ham  (a) 
Southampton,  (h) 
Newcastle  (h) 
Man  Utd  (a> 
Liverpool  (a) 
Arsenal  (a) 

Leeds  (h)  . 
Everton.  (h) 
Derby  (a) 
Blackburn  (hj 
C  Palace  (a)  ' 
Aston  Villa  (*Q 
Coventry  (h) 
Chelsea (a) ' 


Tottenham  (a) 
Leeds  (a) 

Derby  (h) 

C  Palace  (h) 
Everton  (d) 

Southampton  (a) 

Man  Utd  (h) 
Blackburn  (a) 
Barnsley  (a) 
Bolton  (h) 

Aston  Vfita  (h) 
SheffWed  (h) 
Newcastle- (a) 
Coventry  (a) 
Liverpool  (h) 
Leicester  (a) 
Chelsea  (h) 
Arsenal  (h) 
Wimbledon  (a) 

^ast  Ham  (h) 


Cards  issued 

P  Yellow  Red 

l.G  Willard 

•  10  48  3 

2.  M  Reed 

7  33  1 

3.  Q  Poll 

11  43  5 

4.  G  Barber 

9  36  3 

5.  P  Durkin 

12  49  2 

a  D  EUeray 

9  37  1 

7.  U  Rennie 

11  43  1 

8.  P  AJcock 

9  36  0 

I  9.  M  Bodenham  8  31  0 

10.  S  Dunn 

8  29  1 

11.  G  Ashby 

9  31  1 

12.  J  Winter 

10  33  2 

13.  M  Riley 

10  31  2 

14.  K  Burge 

9  28  1 

IS.  N  Barry 

10  30  1 

16.  P  Jones 

8  23  2 

17.  AWIftfe 

10  27  2 

18.  D  Gallagher  10  24  2 

19.  S  Lodge 

10  21  0 

IIIISIS 

FA  Premiership  dubs'  official  websites 

Amend 

wwwjsreonaLooi* 

Aston  Vim 

www.attonvflta-fexn.uk 

Barnsley 

www.yortehlfB^eebxauWlfc/BFCHTfia. 

Bfockbum 

vMMjauefumik 

Bolton 

Chefcea 

wwwtohfltewteaeja 

Covertiy 

wwwxdc.conk 

CPBtecs 

wwwxpfc.coajk 

Derby 

— 

Everton 

wrtpnlwiietaeywpriuxom 

r 

wwwJufc.axuk 

Leicester 

wwwJdcxouttt 

Uveipool 

-  — 

.  Man  Utd 

wwwjKy.co.ukrsportsrnwu 

Nowcaria 

■nmjiewcastle-uklxojjk)nuto 

SHflWMl 

— 

Soulbampton 

wwwsotonjc.uk/~s8sSs 

Tottenham 

www^pursxooA 

Want  Ham 

www.we$thaimto6HLeo.tdi 

Wfrnbfadon 

— 

FAPnmlamMp 

w^JecnrSngroom 

_ _ _ Wednesday  v  Chetsea . 

(8)  *  Tottenham  v  Barnsley  . . 

Natjornindo  League 
Fust  division 

P)  Bury  vShefflcW  Utd . 

(10)  *  Crewe  v  Stnderiand . 

(1 1}  Manchester  Ctty  v  MkJcBesbrouoh  .. 

(12)  Norwich  v  Stoke . 

(13)  Nottingham  Forest  v  Stockport . 

(14)  Port  Vate  v  Ipswich  . 

(15)  Portsmouth  v  Charflon  . 

(16)  Reading  v  Woivahampion . 

(1 7)  Swindon  v  Birmin£tfiam . 

(18)  Tranmere  v  Oxford  Utd . 

(19)  Wtesl  Bromwich  v  Huddersfield . 

P  W  D  L  F  A 
MUdteOrough  23  13  6  3  39  17 

NoOm  Forest..  22  12  6  4  35  20 

Shett  Utd. ..  -  22  11  8  3  33  21 

West  Bromwich  22  12  4  6  25  19 

Chafflon .  .  22  11  5  6  41  39 

Sumdon  ....  22  11  4  7  31  30 

Smtetland.  21  10  6  5  32  21 

Stockport .  22  10  5  7  38  30 

Wolverhampton  22  10  5  7  29  26 

Bradford .  22  8  9  5  22  21 

BHiringham  22  8  7  7  23  18 

Ncvwtcn  .  23  8  5  9  23  32 

OPR .  22  7  6  9  27  36 

Port Vale.._  ..  22  7  5  10  25  27 

Stoke .  22  7  5  10  24  30 

Ipswch. .  21  5  9  7  24  24 

feadng .  22  6  6  10  21  35 

Oxford  Utd .  .  22  6  5  11  27  33 

Tranmere .  .  21  6  a  ii  ?a  32 

Crewe .  22  6  3  13  -  26  36 

Man  City .  22  5  6  11  24  27 

Bury...  .  _  22  4  9  9  21  31 

Portsmouth.  -.21  5  5  11  26  34 

Huddersfield  ..  22  5  5  12  22.  37 

Second  division 

(— )  ■  Blackpool  v  Preston  (12.0) . 

(20)  Bournemouth  v  Watford . 

(21 1  Bristol  Cdy  v  Chesterfield . 

(22)  Grinsby  v  C&tisie . 

(23)  Luton  v  Bristol  Rovers  . 

(24)  MfflwaB  v  Wycombe  . 

(25 )  Northampton  v  Plymouth . . 

(26)  Wigan  v  Brentford  . 

(27)  Wtexham  v  Gifingham  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A 

wadotd .  22  15  5  2  37  15 

Basra!  City _  22  14  4  4  39  18 

■CWram- —  22  9  7  6  37  29 

Chenwfald  ...  22  8  10  4  22  17 

•York..  . -.22  9  6  7  27  24 

MBwol -  21  9  5  7  27  24 

Northampton...  22  8  8  B  23  16 

Preston..  ...  22  9  <  9  2B  21 

Grimsby- .  21  8  7  6  27  18 

Bournemouth  22  7  9  6  2a  23 

Blackpool _  22  8  5  9  30  35 

Ufoaodwm _ 21  7  B  6  37  24 

’Wafers .  21  8  5  8  24  25 

Bread  Rovers...  22  7  7  8  27  33 

•Futoam .  22  7  7  8  24  25 

GBntfmm.  ...  22  7  6  9  37  32 

VWcombe .  22  6  B  8  30  34 

Wfaan .  21  7  4  10  30  33 

•Southend-..®  r  <  11  53  39 

Plymouth _  22  5  9  8  27  29 

Brentford .  22  5  7  10  2a  35 

Luton _  21  5  7  9  21  31 

•  Burnley _  22  S  B  10  23  33 

Caifele .  22  5  a  13  26  41 

*  not  Inducing  last  r4BWs  marches 
Third  dhrtakm 

(28)  Brighton  v  Strowebury 

(29)  Darfergton  v  Scunthorpe . 

(30)  Exeter  v  Rochdale  . 

(31)  Hartlepool  v  Mansfield  . 

(32)  Leyton  Orient  v  HuO  . 

(33)  Macclesfield  v  Carckfl . 

(34)  Peterborough  v  Lincoln . 

(35)  Swansea  v  Cambridge  Utd . 

(36|  Torquay  v  Notts  Oorrny . 

P  W  O  L  F  A 
Notts  County.. .  22  11  3  3  34  23 

Uncoil . .  2  11  8  3  24  17 

Peterborough-  22  10  10  2  39  19 

•  Barnet  -..  22  10  5  7  34  29 

Exeter.  - .  22  9  8  5  31  25 

•  Scarborough  22  10  4  8  35  SI 

•Chester.  _  22  10  4  8  33  28 

Torquay .  22  9  7  6  32  » 

Hartlepool .  22  7  12  3  31  24 

Scunthorpe  ..  21  9  6  6  59  27 

•  Rorhertum.. ..  22  8  3  8  34  32 

LeywnOflart  .  22  8  7  7  23  20 

MacctesfleM. ...  21  7  9  5  29  23 

Cards . .  21  5  13  3  20  IB 

CambUtd  ...  22  6  9  7  30  29 

•Colchester-..  21  7  6  8  30  31 

Shrewsbury  .  .  21  7  5  9  32  32 

Rochdale _  22  8  2  12  27  26 

Mansfield .  22  fi  7  9  27  27 

Hut.. _ _ 22  6  4  12  31  40 

Swansea .  22  6  3  13  22  35 

Dartngton ...  21  4  8  9  24  32 

BngWort -  22  3  7  12  16  30 

•  Srncaster ....  22  1  6  15  16  54 

■  nor  metoefirtg  tact  nfehr's  matches 

Vauxhall  Corterance 

j— )  . 

(— )  l-te^Kv^htockifcelwd5™!?8 . 


BeTs  Scottish  League 
Premier  dvlsion 

(37)  Cette  v  HJbemten . . . . ...; 

(38)  Dundee  Utd  v  St  Johnstone . 

(39)  Hearts  v  Rangers  . . . 

(40)  Kilmarnock  v  Aberdeen . 

(41)  Motherwell  v  Dunfermline . . ... 

Rrst  division 

(42)  Faflark  v  Airdrie  . 

(43)  Greenock  Morton  v  Stlrlng  . 

(44)  Partick  v  Ayr  . . 

(45)  Railh  v  Hamrtton  . . 

(46)  St  Mirren  v  Dundee  . 

Second  division 

(47)  Brechin  v  Stenhousenndr  . . . 

(48)  Inverness  CT  v  Forfar . 

i— )  Queen ot Southv East Rto "" . 

(—)  Stranraer  v  Clydebank  . 

Third  division 
(— )  Albion  v  Arbroath 

(at  Arbroath)  . 

(— )  Aloa  v  Ro3s  Cormty . 

(— )  Cowdenbeath  v  Berwick . 

( — )  Dunbarton  v  East  SlWng  .  - 

( — )  Montrosa  v  Queen's  Parti  . . . . 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  tftrtstarc 
Ashtotd  vAtheretone.  Burton  Albion  vDwthesier; 
Cambridge  City  v  Worcester  City;  Gtoucestei  v 
CroMey.  Halesoiwo  v  Hastings,  King's  Lynn  v 
Forest  Green;  Merthyr  v  Greasy.  Nuneaon  v 
RothweD;  Salisbury  v  SitUngboune:  St  Leonards  v 
Btomsgiove;  Tamwonh  v  Bkh  Southern  diwteoir 
Cirtdenord  v  Waierlo«"«a;  Bith  and  Behedere  v 
Havant  Faber  London  v  Bashley:  Fleet  T  v 
Crencesnr  Town.  Newport  AFC  v  Newport  loW 
Tonbndge  Angds  v  Oentord;  Trawbndge  v 
Baktocfc;  Wesmvsuper44are  v  Fareham,  Wby- 
moulh  v  Oavedon:  VWnoy  v  Margate:  Yate  v 
Cheknstord  Midland  dMston;  Bedvwrlh  v 
Shepshad  D:  Bttalon  v  Sutton  Coldfield  Town; 
BlakenaA  v  Stoorbndge;  Corby  v  Wisbech  Tuan. 
Evesham  v  fteacn;  Moor  Green  v  Braddey  Towm; 
Panel  R  v  rtnekley  UW  Rounds  T  v  Reckttch. 
Stahord  v  Grantham;  VS  Rugby  v  Solihull  Boro 
RYMAN  LEAGUE:  Premier  dhMotv  Aylesbury  v 
Hendon;  Basingstoke  v  FVffCaet  Bishop's 
Storitotd  v  Yeadm  Boreham  Wood  v  Chesham; 
Bromley  v  CarshaBon  v  Haytandga; 

Dagenham  and  Redbridge  v  Sudor  United: 
Ffanow  v  DJwich:  Htehai  v  Gravesend  and 
NortMIeec  Kmgstor»an  v  Word  Cry  WaOon  and 
Hershamv  SI  Atoans.  FMdviswn:  Berkhamsted- 
v  Cloydon;  BJertcay  v  Chertsey;  Grays  y  Leyton 
Pennant,  Leaihettiead  v  Barton  Rovers:  Maiden- 
haad  v  Whyietaate.  Maiesey  v  Uxbndga:  Romtotd 
v  AMercha  Town;  Thame  Utd  v  Hampton; 
Wokingham  v  Bognor  Regor,  Worthing  v  Abingdon 
Town.  Second  division:  Bansreed  v  Tltouy. 
BarMng  v  Notihwod:  Bedford  T  v  Horsham; 
Bredmol  v  fiteriow;  Canvey  Island  v  Hungarfotd. 
Cheehud  v  Egham:  Mei  Poto  v  Bnvnooe: 
Weardstone  v  Edgware.  Wndsot  and  Eton  v 
Witham;  Whenhoe  v  Leighton  Town.  Third 
division:  Avetey  v  CorWhan-Casuals.  Cambertey 
Town  v  Harlow;  Clapton  v  Hertford,  Croydon  v 
Lewes  Dorking  v  Fbckwea  Heath:  H  Hempeaead  v 
Fort  Old:  Hornchurch  v  Epsom  and  EwsC:  Tnng  v 
East  Thirrock;  Wane  v  Kfogsbuy:  Wingate  and 
Fnchtey  v  Southal. 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstorc  Accnnfljon 
SMVey  v  Spernymoor  Ahnncharn  v  Marine; 
Bamber  Bridge  v  Blyth  Spartans;  Barrow  v 
GOTSborough.  Bishop  Auckland  v  Lancaster 
Cdwyp  Bay  v  HadcWfe:  Gowtey  v  ReWey.  I-Mie  v 
Alteon.  Letoh  RMI  v  Eirteyr.  Runcorn  v  Chortey; 
WXi5tord  v  Boston.  FYstctwafon:  Bradford  PkAre 


Wtnby,  Eastwood  Town  v  Ashton  Uhtect  Ftaton  v 
Whitley  Bay;  Gretna  v  Better  Town.  Harrogoe 
Town  v  Matlock  Town;  Lnoofci  United  v  Tratrord; 
Nettierfieid  v  Congtecvi-  Atom  v  Sucfcsbrldge  PS; 
Worksop  v  GrealTtanrood. 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Aberystwyth  v  Bangor  City 
(20).  BanyvCeanerten  (2  0);  CemaasYnys  Mon 
v  Cwrows  (2  301;  Wafchpool  v  Ha  Cabte-Tel 
(2  30). 

SMIRNOFF  IRISH  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstorc 
CXtionvute  v  Ards;  Coieralno  v  Portadown, 
Crusaders  v  Bafiymena:  Glenavon  v  Gtontoran: 
LtofiNd  v  Omagh.  Fhst  dhristotr  Bangor  v 
Lmavady  Uld;  Uttilery  v  Canfck.  Dungannon 
Smfts  v  BaUydare;  Lame  v  Ngwry 
FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
(Melon:  Derry  v  Sfego  (73CJ:  KAenny  v 
Bohemians  (7  JO) 

H8GMLAND  LEAGUE:  Buckle  Thistle  v 
Deveronvato.  Ctechnacuddln  v  Fort  Mftam.  Cove 
vHunOy;  Elgin  v  Loastemouih;  Forres  Mechanics  v 
Nam  County:  Kerth  v  Rcrhes:  Peterhead  v 
Fraserburgh:  Wck  Academy  v  Brora. 

FA  CARLSBERG  VASE:  TNrd-round  replay: 
Chard  v  Cowes  Sports. 

ARTHURIAN  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstorc 
CNgwefens  v  Salopians:  Lancmg  v  Haberdash¬ 
ers  Arthur  Dunn  Cup:  Carthusrens  v  Brertwoods: 
Cholmelelans  vAitllrilans:  Reptonlans  v  Foreseera. 
THE  TIMES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Third  round: 
Middlesbrough  v  Charlton 

TOMORROW 

FA  Carting  Premiership 

t  Newcastle  v  Manchester  Utd  (40) . 

Nationwide  League 

Fret  diutaton 

Queens  Part.  Rangers  v  Bradlord  (1.1^  ..  — 

FA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE:  Bradford  v 
Tranmere  (3  0):  Everton  v  Liverpool  (1 0}:  Mllwal  v 
Wemblev  fe.01 


TELEVISION:  Today:  BBCT:  Match  ol  the 
Day,  from  10.15pm.  Sky  Sports  1;  Bobby 
Charticn 'e  FaaHuB  Scrapbook,  from 
5  30pm,  Spanteh  league,  Bareetone  v 
Afleteo  Madrid  (five),  from  7pm.  Tamor- 
row:  BBCl:  March  or  the  Day  (repeal],  from 
6.45am.  Ctwmal  4:  Foobafl  Sate,  from 
1'iQpm  Sky  Sports  1:  Prafnterahlp. 
Newcastle  v  Manchaslar  Ui«ed  phre-).  from 
3pm;  Spanish  league.  Real  Madrid  v 
fepaAot *«), from 830pm  SkySponsZ: 
NaHonwlaB  League,  Queens  Park  Rangers 
v  Bradford  (live),  trom  12pm 


RADIO1.  Today:  BBC  Redo  5  Live:  Ure 
mine  m  Spurt  on  fiw.  from  ipm 
Tomorrow:  BBC  Redo  5  LAw.  Uw 
coverage  of  Newcastle  v  Manchester 
United  n  Sport  on  Sunday.  Iron  1pm 


Statistics  compiled  by  Julian  Desborough 


36  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20  1997 


At  the  sharp  end:  the  preserved  head  of  the  Dowdesweli  Pike,  a  60 Jb  giant  that  was  discovered  dead  ai  Dowdesweli  Reservoir,  near  Cheltenham,  more  than  a  century  ago.  It  remains  the  biggest  specimen  ever  found  in  England 

Chilling  tales  from  the  riverbank 


When  I  was  II  or  12.  my  pai 
Tony  Richardson  and  I  cy¬ 
cled  the  five  or  six  miles  from 
our  homes  near  the  Tees  in 
Darlington,  downstream  towards  the 
little  village  of  Croft  Just  outside  the 
village,  we  stopped,  laid  our  bikes  in  the 
hedge  and  walked  over  a  field  to  two 
ponds  that  we  had  been  told  about. 

Hell’s  Kettles  had  a  spooky  reputation. 
For  one  thing,  the  water  was  glass-dear, 
an  unnatural  occurrence  at  a  time  when 
most  nonhem  waters  were  sd  thick  with 
pollution  that  an  angler's  weight  almost 
floated.  For  another,  they  were  bottom¬ 
less:  they  went  halfway  to  Australia, 
everyone  knew  that  For  another,  they 
held  pike. 

Tony  and  1  had  never  seen  a  pike 
before,  but  we  knew  all  about  them.  They 
were  as  big  as  sharks.  They  lived  on  other 
fish . . .  and  ducks  and  geese  and  dogs  and 
maybe  small  children.  They  had  enor¬ 
mous  teeth  and  cold,  round  eyes  that 
followed  you  everywhere,  even  after  the 
fish  was  dead.  But  we  had  never  seen  one 
or  fished  for  one,  which  was  why  we  were 
there. 

We  were  halfway  across  the  field  when 
we  saw  a  commotion  on  the  bank  and 
realised  that  h  was  an  angler  with  a  fish. 
A  big  fish.  We  dropped  our  bags  and  ran. 

We  found  him  kneeling  athwart  a 
medium-sized  pike.  The  pike  had  a 
motorcycle  gauntlet  clamped  in  its  jaws 
which,  the  man  said,  he  had  put  on  while 
he  removed  the  hooks.  The  pike  had 
closed  its  jaws  and  its  teeth  had  gone  clean 
through  the  leather,  into  the  hand  inside. 
Eventually,  he  had  jerked  his  hand  free. 

All  the  time  that  he  was  talking,  the 
man  was  holding  his  hand  up.  turning  it 
this  way  and  that.  All  the  time  that  he  was 
talking,  we  were  looking  on,  wide-eyed. 
There  were  several  long,  fine  cuts  down 
the  back  of  his  hand.  Blood  was  dripping 
into  rhe  grass. 

It  is  a  fair  bet  that  thousands  of  the 


An  aura  of  fear  surrounds  the  pike,  our  largest  freshwater  predator.  Now,  though,  is 
the  winter  of  contentment  for  the  hardy  anglers  who  target  it  Brian  Clarke  explains 


Preying  on  predators:  the  legendary  Fred  B  uller,  left;  and.  above,  a  six-pounder  that  suffered  a  gruesome  fate  after  trying  to  swallow  a  pike  erf  similar  size 


anglers  heading  to  the  water  over  the 
holiday  will  have  stories  like  that.  Now 
that  pike  season  is  in  full  swing,  they  will 
be  brought  out  and  dusted  off.  Lean  and 
mean.  Esox  Indus,  Britain’s  biggest  native 
freshwater  predator,  has  a  special  place  in 
the  angler’s  psyche.  It  is  the  only 
freshwater  fish  which  many  an  angler 
approaches  with  fear  when  he  has  it  an 
the  bank  and  needs  to  unhook  iL 

If  the  fantasists  have  a  target,  it  will  be 
the  Dowdesweli  Pike,  the  biggest  example 
known  for  certain  to  have  existed  in 
England.  It  was  found  in  Dowdesweli 
Reservoir,  near  Cheltenham,  in  1896  and 
weighed  601b  —  ten  or  12  times  heavier 
than  the  average  salmon  on  the  fishmon¬ 
ger’s  slab. 

Closer  ro  earth,  the  target  is  461b  13oz. 
This  fish  was  one  of  a  strung  of  immense 


pike  that  came  from  Llandegfedd  reser¬ 
voir,  near  Pontypool.  in  the  late  1980s  and 
early  1990s.  It  was,  like  all  big  pike,  a 
female.  The  previous  record,  a 
45-pounder,  had  been  taken  from  the 
same  lake  in  1989  by  a  captor  famous  for 
more  than  his  angling.  Gareth  Edwards 
is  just  one  of  many  famous  sportsmen 
who  fish  fanatically  as  well. 

Most  pike  anglers  wifi  be  more  realistic 
still.  At  least,  they  will  if  they  have  read 
their  Buller.  Fred  Buller  is  the  most 
famous  living  pike  fisherman  and  by  far 
pike  fishing's  most  authoritative  histori¬ 
an.  He  has  tracked  down  and 
documented  every  pike  over  35Tb  known 
to  have  been  caught  on  rod  and  line 
anywhere  —  and  has  travelled  through 
Europe  to  North  America.  Russia  and 
even  China  to  find  them.  By  1979,  when  he 


published  his  remarkable  The  Domesday 
Book  of  Mammoth  Pike,  he  had  found 
just  230  taken  in  the  previous  250  years. 
He  reckons  that  the  figure  may  be  little 
more  than  300  today,  even  given  the 
advances  in  knowledge  and  technique. 


O 


ver  Christmas  and  new  year, 
tile  average  piker  will  simply 
be  hoping  to  catch  something. 
Serious  anglers  wfli  have  a 
strategy.  For  a  start,  they  will  choose 
where  they  go.  concentrating,  if  they  can, 
on  tile  relatively  small  number  of  waters 
where  monster  pike  can  be  found.  These 
are  places  that  offer  a  continuous  supply 
of  prey,  easily  acquired;  and  that  are  mg 
enough  to  hid  a  particular  fish  from  its 
only  enemy,  man. 

Lakes  that  are  stocked  with  trout  for  fly¬ 


fishing  produce  plenty  of  big  specimens. 
The  pflee  in  such  lakes  as  Grafham  Water. 
^Huntingdonshire.  Rutland  Water,  in 
Leicestershire,  and  Bow  Beech,  in  Kent, 
live  beneath  a  conveyor-belt  of  rich  food 
that  is  constantly  topped  up. 

If,  as  at  Llandegfedd,  there  is  a  ready 
population  of  smaller  pike  for  big  pike  to 
feed  on,  so  much  the  better.  There  is 
notiiing  one  pike  likes  better  than  another 
and  there  are  numerous  records  of  fish 
trying  to  take  members  of  their  own  kind, 
even  those  dose  to  their  own  weight  Some 
have  been  found  dead  in  lake  margins, 
their  jaws  gagged  cm  the  head  of  another 
pike  that  was  too  big  to  swallow.  Ted 
Hughes,  tile  Poec  Laureate  and  a  keen 
angler  himself,  based  one  of  several 
poems  about  pike  on  such  an  incident  . 

Serious  pike  anglers  will  be  choosing 


not  only  ihe  place,  but  the  weather.  Big 
pike  have  been  caught  in  every  kind  of 
weather  but  given  the  choice,  most  experts 
will  opt  for  a  warmish,  windy  day  in  a 
settled  period.  Settled  weather  means  that 
the  fish  are  not  haying  to  adapt  to  changes 
that  can  affect  their  appetites;  experience 
suggests  that  they  feed  better  in  winter 
when  the  air  temperature  exceeds  that  of 
the  water,  and  wind,  perhaps  by  putting 
extra  oxygen  into  the  water  in  addition  to 
disguising  the  anglers  tackle  with  danc¬ 
ing  light,  seems  to  induce  fish  to  feed  with 
less  caution. 

The  methods  used  will  mostly  be  time- 
honoured.  Always,  the  bait  will  be  a  fish 
or  something  that  suggests  a  fish. 
Livebaiting,  though  on  the  wane  now.  is 
the  oldest  method  of  alL  Deadbaiting  with 
freshwater  fish  must  come  a  dose  second, 
because  the  pike  is  a  scavenger  as  well  as 
a  hunter.  Even  the  relatively  •’modem- 
vogue  of  fishing  for  pike  with  dead, 
aromatic  sea  fish  has  ancient  roots.  Dame 
Juliana  Berners,  who  wrote  A  Treatyse  of 
Fysshyng  wyth  an  Angle,  the  first  book  on 
the  sport  to  be  printed  in  English,  ad  vised 
anglers  to  “take  a  codlynge  hoke  and  take 
a  fresshe  heering . .  as  long  ago  as  1496. 

Other  methods  will  include  spinning, 
either  with  metal  lures  that  flash  provoca¬ 
tively,  or  “plugs",  which  dive  and  wriggle 
to  suggest  a  sick  or  injured  fish.  A  few 
enthusiasts,  more  interested  in  the  "how" 
of  fishing  than  in  the  “what”  of  catching, 
will  use  trout  tackle  and  “flies*  — 
although  the  flies  will  be  as  big  as  parrots 
and  they  will  be  fished  on  steel  traces. 

And  so  over  the  holiday,  while  the  rest 
of  us  huddle  indoors,  perhaps  nursing 
hangovers,  the  nation’s  pike  anglers  will 
be  out  there,  come  what  may.  They  will  be 
crouched  in  the  margins  or  hunched  in 
drifting  boats,  wailing  for  a  big  fish  to 
strike,  which  some  will.  The  majority  will 
exercise  all  caution  —  but  it  is  a  certainty 
that  some  wifi  leave  their  blood  in  the 
grass. 


RUGBY  UNION  FIXTURES 


TODAY 

Kicfc-oir  2  C  unco;  stared 
International  match 
Italy  v  Ireland 
(m  Eofcxm  1  30) 

Hetneken  Cup  seiw-finfll 

Batfi  :  Fau  . 

European  Conference  semi-finals 
Agen  v  Ntweasfle  (1.151 
Cotomiers  ■«  Stadc  Ffanqae 
Allied  Dunbar  Premiership 
first  drvSsfon 

Leicester »  Harlequins  (3-0)  . 

PW  D  L  F 
7  7 

.  e  6 

7  A 
A 
3 


Saracens 

ttofccaOU  . 

ftprtmond 

Kaficrquns 

Leicester 

Sate 

Saif. . 

ffcrtfnmoton 

Gloucester 

L3TXH  b-Stl 
Bristol 


_  _  A 

0  195  tea 
0  ISO  103 
3  166  135 
2  ie<  tet 

2  t42  »;n 
■»  252  201 

3  776  te& 

4  139  120 
4  147  149 

4  TTO  ?53 

5  90  '.90 

6  92  252 


Second  division 
Bedford  v  Moseley  (3  0)  . 
Btocfthealh  v  West  KartiepMi  !3  0) 
Eneier  v  Fylde  (3.0|  -  • 

Orrell  ■;  Watertoo  13  Ql 
Baherharrt  v  Csverfflj 
Wat.  afield  v  London 

P  W  D 
Bedford  10  10  0 

LScothif  .  11  8  0 

Waterloo  5  1 1  7  0 

WHarfepod  10  ?  0 

Ccjovtv  II 
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1230) 
L  F  A 
0  335  IS* 

3  290  213 

4  £84  232 

3  237  150 

4  213  257 


.  ...  ..  10  6  0  <  2M  171  12 

,1c3dtev  3A  10  6  0  4  198  183  12 


P&vfran  10  «  0  5  2J7  20?  3 

B«Wwz5»  11  4  0  7  245  277  E 

Exeter  .  11  2  0  9  172  277  4 

V*a kefcM  11  1  0 10  1S8  280  2 

FyfcJc  .  10  1  0  9  133  297  2 

Jewson  National  League 
First  drvwion 

Liverpool  St  Helens  v  Reading  (2  30) .. 

London  Welsh  v  Ottey  (2.151  . 

LvcWe/  v  f'tortmgfram  c 3  01 

Newbury  v  Money  (3  0) 

Roastyn  Park  v  Harrogate  12  30j  . 
Wharfetiafe  v  Leeds  l?  IS) 

Worcester  v  Rugby  12  30) 

Second  division  north 
Aspaara  v  siourtxidge  (2  20)  . 
BtrmirohSiHlScGhuB  v  Sandal  <2.301 
Kendal  v  Nuneaton  {2  30) 

Manchester  v  Lichfield  i2 15}  .  . 
Preston  Grasshopper?  v  Hinckley  i2  15; 
Sedgtev  Park  i  VWrvwtgtan  Part-  (2  15} 

Walsall  v  Sheffield  12.30!  . 

Second  division  south 
BatHngv  Redruth  (2 15;  .  . 

Bridgwater  v  Cheltenham. .  _  . 

■  Cambertev  v  Metropolitan  Pot®  12  30} 

Clifton  v  Esher  12.151 . 

Havanr  v  Hen*?/  (2  30i  . 

N  ’.Valsham  v  Weston-super-Mare  12 1 5) 

TaDard  v  Plymouth  i2  151 . 

SOUTH  WEST:  First  dMston:  Bamsracte  * 
SToud.  BenyHrflv  Sikes:  High  Wyscnibev 
Madenhew.  Launceston  v  Gloucester  Old 
3oys-  Mason  v  BracfcneO  Penzance  and 
Mewvn  v  Torquay 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  EAST:  FTnfl  di¬ 
vision:  v  SouitKwJ-  SasngstoVe  * 

SuTon  and  Epsom:  Durian  Farh  v  Rwsiip. 
GuBtard  and  Godatmrg  v  Norwich; 
Har'cw  v  Wimbledon.  OU  Ctttatms  v 
Sudrxiiy.  Od  Mid-WWorfuans  v  Staines. 
Th3n«  Wanderers  v  CfvKhurn. 
MIDLANDS:  first  dfinffen:  Barters  Bans  v 
LoqWen  Buzza-d. .  Betgrave  v  Herehaa. 


r  v  Bartnav-  E rfr  *  Deity. 
Systtn  v  SChfrOR-iter?  v 

Kerjtwoillr  WtstUT*  Scur*mser 
WoKettwipran  /  Mansftgtf 
NORTH-  first  {JrtiWon:  Srlr?:*  v 
UacdesSeh!  Doncaster  »  tie*  £-‘5“:“. 
Hufl  toresps  >  Tynssae.  1JO$*rJz—  3g'  v 
VKglon-  TVKfnes  ,  Srx;ncn  V*s! 
Pan  Eftsnrcao  i  SacSq:r. 

Swafec  Cup  toudh  round 
Group  A 

Kenfig  Hill  r  Treordri  .  . 

Nartjenh  v  V.runam  _ 

Portypndd  v  Bar.-maen  .  .  .. 
Tnmsaran  ^  Buiftfi  Waite . 

Group  B 

Cross  Keys  vPtjniviLm ...  .  .  . 

Ebbw  Vale  v  Kidwei?,'  . 

Gittach  Goch  \  Seven  Sisters . 

Tony-talal  v  OKsycerficg -  .  . 

Group  C 

Beddau  v  Cardi^  hisbute  . 

Qynneath  v  Merthyr  ..  .  . 

UanoBi  v  Ounvart  .. 

Mountain  Ash  v  Nea.li  t&tefx .  . . 

Group  D 

CardA  v  Asercam  . 

Carrnanfion  Quins  v  Uanharan 
Nervbndge  v  AfcerswreOT 
YnysytW  v  Trenertflr:....  ... 

Group  E 

ADercynon v Cgs^heiy  ... 

Cwmgocs  v  Porthcawl.  .  . 

Newport  v  PwHhefi . 

Tylor slown  v  South  Wales  PoSce  - . 
Group  F 

Cwmllynfell  v  NeaJi . .  . 

Maesieg  Quins  v  Llandovery ...  . 

Momston  v  Tredeiar . . .  -  . 

Penygrag  v  Slama . . 


Groups 

Aberavon  v  Bedwas  . 

Blad'-jvood  v  Ma«reg  ..... 

Gsmdiffafh  v  Bndgend  ...  _ 

Ystradg/rtets  v  Futney  — . 

Group  H 

Afcera-.on  Quins  v  Felmfoel 

PonH-poal  v  AbedKiY . 

Swansea  v  Whitland . 

Tandu  v  Pyle  .  . 

Tennants  PranieraUp 
First  divfitorr 

Scrojahmui  v  West  of  Scotland . 

dime  v  EdWwgh  Acad; . 

Herat's  FP  v  Hawsv. . 

Jed-rorest  v  tttm . 

Sifffing  County  vWatsonens-  -  . 

Second  division 

Gala  «  Presicn  LxJqe  . 

Gtasgov  Hawks  V  Bigger  .  .  .. 

Ketsci  v  Kilmarnock  . . 

Musselburgh  v  Dundee  HSFP.  _  .- 

Peebles  v  KirKcaldy  . . 

Third  division 

AvrvGordcnians.  . 

Qasgow  Southern  v  Stewart  s  Mel  FP 
Grangemouih  v  Glenrothes  ... 
rt.imeadi'Jordanhll  v  Atoodeen  GSFP 

Siewartiy  v  SeiKrt  .  . 

AIB  League 
Second  cfiuision 

DLSPvMcfikstown  12.30) . 

TOMORROW 

H«n*han  Cup  eaml-flna! 

Touiause  v  Brtvo  (2  201 . . . 

A&sd  Dunbar  Premiership 
First  division 

Richmond  v  Northampton  (230)  .  ... 


TIMES  RUGBY  UNION  STATISTICS 


TOP  POINTS-SCOREBS  IN  EUROPE 


T 

C 

PDQ 

PtB 

1 

C  Lamason  (Brrve)  . . 

1 

26 

60 

2 

243 

2 

L  Jarvis  (Cardiff) . . . — 

.4 

29 

50 

1 

231 

3 

□  Dominguez  (Slade  Fren^as) 

.5 

29 

41 

4 

218 

4 

M  lynagh  (Saksnsj . 

.6 

28 

31 

- 

179 

5 

G  Pees  (Wasps)  . 

1 

27 

39 

- 

176 

6 

J  Stransky  (Leswster)  — . 

4 

27 

33 

- 

173 

7 

S  Howarth  (Sale)  . . . . 

2 

34 

27 

2 

165 

8 

M  Mapteiofr  (Gloucester) . 

.3 

22 

30 

3 

158 

9  T  Castiugrwde  ICasirEsl  . 

5 

23 

26 

3 

»6b 

10 

N  JenWrts  Ponypridd)  . .  . 

■ 

26 

33 

- 

151 

Chnstophe  Lamason  goes  12  points  dear  alter  he  27 
points  (from  nine  penalties)  against  Montfsrrand  last 
weekend.  lAchael  Lynagh's  3)  pwits  against  Bath  put  fem 
ahead  ol  Garesh  Rees  as  the  leading  ports-scow  in  the  top 
&<glish  dwiswn 


TOP  TRY-SCORERS  IN  EUROPE 

Lgs  Eur  Irtt  Rep  Total 

t  D  Bory  (NarbomeJ . .  ......  4  8  -  -  12 

M  Bibouiet  (Starts  Frangais) - 6  7  -  -  12 

3  SDotrtrtafStadeFran^aisl _ S  5  -  -  -  10 

E  Botobdo  (Stads  Ftant&s)  ......  2  8  -  -  10 

M  Horak  (Leicester)  . 3  S  -  2  10 

6  W  Gteenaood  (Leicester)  — 3  6  •  -9 

KLogsn(Wte»)'  . .  18-  -  9 

8  X  Gsbefesa  noukxse)  - 1  7  -  -  8 

S  Peysson  (Cotornen) - - 2  6  -  -  a 

M Moore (SeM)  . .  2  6  -  8 

PSanf Anore (Ghxicsster)  ....  2  4  2  -  e 

V  Tutgameia  (Newcastle) _  1  7  -  -  g 

WB  Greenwood  mows  up  one  place  after  his  try  «  Richmond 
txX  the  men  change  sees  his  dUtwnate  Michaat  Honk  come 
into  (ha  1st  at  No  3  after  two  Mas  tor  England  Undsr-21  ajalnst 
New  Zealand  Youth  and  two  aganst  Sate. 


SEASON'S  RECORD 
(aB  matches) 

P  W 

i  Newcastle..  -  13  \2 
Toulouse...  .  13  12 
3  C-Xorrusa ..  .  13  11 
Statt  FrancaR.  13  It 
5  Aafft  ..89 
Balh . 13  9 

7  Bnve . 14  9 

8  Patr  ....  13  7 


L  % 

1  9230 

1  92» 

2  8462 
2  8452 
4  6823 


D 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  _ 

0  4  6923 
1  4  67.B8 
I  5  57.68 


PENALTY  GOALS  SCORED 

P  Pen  Avga 

1  B«ve _  _ l*  «9  3J0 

2  Beth  -  13  45  346 

3  Coionwis  . ..  _ _ 13  37  285 

*  NewcasCe . 13  31  2.38 

5  Slade  Frances _ 13  29  2.23 

6  Pau  .  . ...13  SB  2.16 

7  Toulouse  . .  13  27  20B 

8  Agan  _ 13  26  200 


POINTS  SCORED 

P  Pis  Auge 

1  Starts  Francats .  13  590  45  38 

2  ttowariB..  ..  .  .13  488  3754 

3  Cdormers. -  13  482  3707 

4  Toutcwsa  ..  ....  13  452  34 77 

5  Brrue  . .  14  428  3057 

8  AgSn  . ;  13  367  2823 

7  Beth.' . . .13  349  2825 

8  Pau  _ _ 13  340  26.15 

TRIES  SCORED 

P  Yr  Avgw 

1  Stacks  Franca* . 13  77  6S2 

2  Nowcastla..^^..  13  S3  485 

3  TftJouse . 13  S8  448 

4  OXomisrs  _ 13  58  423 

5  Agen  .  .  .  .  13  44  338 

8  friw. . .  14  43  207 

7  Pau  ...  oLu . 13  39  300 

8  Ban.  y", . 13  35  2.75 


POINTS  CONCEDED 


P 

N0»w*3lte . 13 

Pau - 13 

Toutouae - - 13 

Slade  France.. . 13 


PtB 
207 
207 
228 
246 
.13  253 


8  Cotanws -  13  274 

7  Bath - 13  -3og 

8  Brtve . 14  348 

TRIES  CONCEDED 
P  Tr 

1  NewastiB - 13  15 

2  Pau.....;-  . 13  17 

3  Toulouse  . 13  24 

4  <0 - - 13  25 

StBdeFrBn(ds . 13  23 

0  Cotorrtw..^ _ _  13  27 

7.  Brive.. — - - fc—14  30 

8  Bath. . „4,.  13  34 


•V. 


Avga 

15.92 
1JL03 
1734 

18.92 
1S56 
2108 
23.77 
24.86 


Avge 

1.18 

1.31 

185 

182 

1» 

2.0ft 

2.14 

2.81 


HEIN6KEN  CUP 
Previous  semt-ttnats 
1995-96 

Toulouse  30  Swansea 

Leinster  14  Carom 

19B0-97 

Lfllcaster  37  Toulouse 

Brtvs  26  Canfltt 

Most  points  In  a  samHlnat  14:  C 
mason  (Bnva) 

England  v  France 
P  W  0  L  F 

England _ _  15  B  0  :  380 

Franca — —  15  7.  o  8  345  : 

EUROPEAN  CONFERENCE 
Pi*vtau8wn*6nafa 
190M7 

Bowfloin  23  fitartxmne 

Castras  23  Agen 

England  v  Franca 
P  W  0  L  F 

England - 45  20  0  25  1109  H 

France - 45  25  0  20  1038  1 

Engfish  dubs  improved  dramabesfly  in 
Conlersnce  twe  season  and  now  teve  i 
pet  cant  success  rata.  Last  season  1 
managed  one  win  in  1 1  games  (9  par  ca 

HContpaedty  Stephen  McCwmar* 

RUGBY  COVERAGE 
TODAY;  TstovWoa  Sky  Sports  Z  Bfl 
Pan.  horn  >30pm  (rtahfigna:  at  tip 
Radio:  BBC  Rado  B  Uve:  Coveraga 
Sam  v  pau  fci  Sport  crtPfee:  fiom  1pm. 
TOMORROW.  Television:  Sky  Sports 
TWause  v  Brive.  (ram  3pm  rhighighE 
8pm)  Channel  5:  Ago y  Expnaas.  li 
6pm.  Redo:  BBC  R**6  Uw  Gown 

ol  Toilouse  v  Brtvo  Si  Sport- on  Sunt 
from  1pm. 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20:1997  ' 


SPORT  37 


Wasps’  defeat  by 
Harlequins  fast 
weekend  was  pro¬ 
bably  the  most  humiliating 
rugby  experience  I  have 
been  involved  with.  It  was 
not  only  the  toss  by  a  ream! 
margin,  but  the  disappoint¬ 
ing  way  in  which  we  lost 
things  happened  that  yon 
would  never  associate  with 
Wasps  —  our  Code  Red,  as 
regards  virtues  such  as  com¬ 
mitment,  dedication  and 
passion^  seemed  to  be  lack¬ 
ing  in  a  game  against  our 
dosest -rivals,  where  they 
should  have  been  at  tfaear 
highest  - 

■  1  have  a  lot  of  respect  for 
Harlequins,  both  as  individ¬ 
uals  and  as  a  team,  but  we 
contributed  so  much  to  our 
own  downfall  and  having 
been  involved  in  such  a 
good  England  performance 
against  New  Zealand  the 
week  before  made  the  whole 
episode  that  much  worse: 

It  wQI  be  difficult  far 
Wasps  to  retain  the  league 
title  now.  That  defeat  leaves 
us  firmly  rooted  among  the 
bottom  three  dubs  in  the 
Allied  Dunbar  Premiership 
first  division,  though  H  is 
fair  to  say  that  the  position 
can  after  ®  a  short  time  — 
there  is  still  a  lot  of  the 
season  to  got 

Even  if  we  don't  win  the 
tide,  we  will  have  a  lot  of  fun 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGUO 


stopping  other  dubs  doing 
sol  We  are  certainty  capable 
of  that  because  Wasps  are 
still  a  side  that command  a 
tremendous  amount  of  re- 
sped  and  w31  continue  to  do 
so.  But  first  our  players  hare 
to  accept  responsibility  far 
the  way  that  we  want  toplay 
the  game. 

There  is  no  comfortzooe: 
If  people  want  that  they 
wont  find  it  in  our  first  XV: 
I'm  fairly  determined  about , 
that  and  1  think  people 
realise  it,. bat  if  you  are 
prepared  to  play,  to  take 
ownership  of  the  game  and 
perform  the  .bases  wefl, 
then  yon  can  turn  defeat 
into  a  comfortable  victory. 

Things  such  as  dass  you 
can  work  on,  or  certainty 
buy,  as  many  other  dobs 
have  shown,  but  the  essen¬ 
tial  ingredients  that  yon 
need  to  be  competitive  are 
desire  and  attitude  and,  as 
things  went  from  bad_  to 
worse  against  Harlequins, 
there  appeared  to  be  a  sense 
of  giving  up,  which  was 
worrying.  I  appreciate  dot 
we  have  lost  a  lot  of  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  departure  of 
players  snehas  Matt  Green¬ 
wood  and  the  decreased 
avaftahBHy  of  Mike  White, 
but  we  should  not  use  that 
as  an  excuse. 

The  guys  selected  each 
week  are  highly-paid  profes¬ 
sionals  who  are  expected  to 
perform  to  die  lewd  that 
goes  with  their  salaries. 
Perhaps  the  other  skies  that 
suffered  50-point  thumpings 


over  the  weekend  will  exam¬ 
ine  themselves,  too.  before 
they  go  out  to  earn  their 
crust  again.  ■ 

As  matters  -stand;  we  are 
hardly  in  a  position  to  talk 
about  a  place  fa  Europe  — 
the  realistic,  target  is  -win*- 
nfag  the  next  game.  We 
have  to  ■  rebuild  the  confi¬ 
dence- that  issoevfdent  in 
teams  such  a&  Saracens  and 
Newcastle,  who.  are.jfiying. 
We;  have  to  set  out  our 
objectives;  when  yoa  suffer 
a  succession  of  defeats  —  I 
have  now,  gone  nine  games  • 
without'  wmnjng  7—  and  a 
high  levd  of  injuries,  confi¬ 
dence  in  your  own  ability,  as 
well  as  that  of  people 
around  you,  declines. 

It  has  not  been  easy  for 
the- dub  management;  ei¬ 
ther-  Before  the  Harlequins 
game,  we  went  four  weeks 
when  the  coaches  were 
working  with  the.  remnants 
of  tire  second  XV  and  the 
devetojmaentteaiawhk^  is 
a  great,  opportunity  to  im¬ 
prove  the  skfils  - of  those 
players,  but  hot  much  hdp 
as  regards  tire  XV  needed  to 
play  against  Harlequins. 

Training  must  be  mean¬ 
ingful  and,  if  you  me  short 
of  bodies  in  particular  posit¬ 
ions,  as  we  are  fa  midfield, 
you  dost  want  to  risk  dam¬ 
aging  those  players  still 
standing.  Yet  over  tint 
month  of  international  rug¬ 
by,  we  were  giving  players  - 
to  England.  ^Scodand,  Ire¬ 
land  and  f^madn,  asweO  as 
having .  several  youngsters 
involved  in  nnder-21  games. 
Those  players-  have  been 
working,  hard,  but  not  with 


Yon  become  a  victim  of 
you?  own.  success.  If  your 
team  {days  wdL-  players 
receive  individual  recogrri- 
tkm  and  you  would  never 
want  to  stop  players  achiev¬ 
ing  their  ambitions.  It  be¬ 
comes  a  vicious  dude.  You. 
can't  have  one  without  the 
other  so  yon  have  to  accept 
it  but  the  structure  of  our 
season  does  pot  different 
pressure  on  players. 

;.  I  may  be  at  tire  forefront 
ak  £6$^  capfpm  but  it  is 
anyone  to  go 
Jlirotigfaahis  emotional  and 
ptqacdntieranstetjDsp-' 
fag  from  one  domestic  com- 
petition  to  another,  with 
internationals  thrown  in. 
Many  people,  myself 
indued,  would  regard  that 
as  pari  of  the  challenge. 

Afl  of  which  means  little 
when  you  think  of  what 
happened  to  Gwyn  Janes 
fastwedceod.  Ihaveplaycd 
with  and  against  Gwyn.  He 
is  a  vefy  tatented  mid  fatefli- 
gept  flayer  and  tire  neck 

faglOT  Cardiff  is  tragfcuAs 
attain  of  Wales,  he  was 
carrying  the  hopes  of  a 
country,  all  of  whom  wOI 
want  to  see  him  make  as  foil 
a  recovery  as  possible.  ; 

It  is  awfuL when  some¬ 
thing  like  that  fomrens 
to  any  player,  but  it 
appears  worse  when  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  cme  with  a  high 
profile.  Everyone  expects 
players  at  the  top to  be  so  fit 
and  strong,  tfeerr  technique 
to  be  so  good;  that  they 
won't  suffer  such  injuries 
and  the  accident  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  Gwyn  only  shows 
that  any  player,  in  anysport, 
at  any .time;  can  be  affected. 

-  It  is  encouraging  to  hear 
that,  he  has  been  showing 
signs-  of  improvement,  but 
his  welfare  is  bigger  than 
the  game.  The  first  priority, 
for  Gwyn  and  his  family  is 
his  health  and  the  good 
wishes  of  everyone  in  the 
game  wiD  be  witii  him.  .. 

Jones  retires;  page  5 


Bath  fly  flag  for  English  game  in  Europe 


ByUavto  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT  . 

BATH’S  banner  fluttered  sadly  at 
half  mast  last  Sunday,  but  today  they 
jpust.  wave  it  proudly  if  they,  are  to 
prevent  the '.-first' all-French  final  fa 
foe  Hemeken  Cup  The  visit  af-Pau  to 
the  Recreation  Ground  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  Bath  to  make  a  statement  not 
only  on  their  own  behalf,  but  for 
English  rugby  as  a  whole. 

It .  is  no  coincidence  that,  of  the 
eight  teams  that  contest  foe  sank 
finals  of  theHeineken  Cup  and  the 
Eurefaean  Conference,  six  are 
French-  This,  of  course,  has  not 
stopped  France  fadulgmg  fa  serious 
introspection  so  far  as  their  internal 
dub  structure  is-  concerned,  a  mood 
confirmed  by  foe  national  team's 
mediocre  -  form  tins  autumn  that 
cubninafied  m  a  shattering  defeat  by 
South  Africa  fa  Paris,  when  Ranee 
conceded  S2‘pofats.  .  - 

Relative  failure  in  Europe:  this 
seasesi  wrankles  wifo  foie  English, 
chibs;  who  had  believed  themselves 
to  he  tire  equal,  at  least,  of  their 
neighbours  across  foe  Channel.  The 


-  hopes  of  many,  therefore,  ride  with 
Bath  and  wifo  Newcastle,  who,  if 
they  win  in  Agen  today,  will  contest 
the  conference  final  ax  Heaidfagiey 
wifo  a  genuine  hope  of  winning  the 

second-tier  competition. 

"The  UK  market  for  rugby  is  built 
around  the  clubs,"  Jeremy  Wilton, 
head  of  sponsorship  for  Whitbread, 
said.  This  competition  has  only  been 
with  us  for  three  years,  it’s  still  an 
.  embryo,  but  we  believe  it  can  be  foe 
preeminent  north  em-hemisph  ere 

dub  tournament"  The  format  for 
next  season  was  under  discussion  by 
the:  European  Rugby  Cup  board  in 
Dublin  yesterday,  whBe  Wilton  is 
also,  involved  fa  negotiations  for 
future  sponsorship,  as  the  present 

-  agreement  runs  out  after  this  season. 

A  year  ago,  Batb'flaunted  their 
ambition  of  winning  the  four  compe¬ 
titions  available  to  them:  hoist  with 
,  their  own  petard,  tiuy  won  none  and 
their  form,  this  season  has  been 
spasmodic.  A  kindly1  semi-final  draw, 

.  though,  has  given  -them  opponents 
whose  away  form  has  been  far  from 
impressive  and  allowed  them  to 
avoid  the  .  -previous  /Cup-winners, 


Toulouse  and  Brive,  who  meet  at  the 
Stade  de  Toulouse  tomorrow. 

Not  that  Andy  Robinson,  the  Bath 
director  of  rugby,  sees  it  that  way. 
Last  Sunday,  in  foe  wake  of  a  50-23 
hiding  by  Saracens,  Robinson's 
mood  was  not  so  much  grim  as 
speechless  with  anger;  his  players 
win  have  felt  his  wrath  and  been  left 
in  no  doubt  of  the  task  that  faces 
them:  “We  won't  forget  the  Saracens 


HEINEKEN  CUP  TEAMS 


At  Balti 

BATH:  J  Caterer;  I  Ewans,  P  de  GTarwffle.  M  Parry.  A 
AdeOeyo;  M  Call.  A  Mcol:  K  Yarns,  M  Regan.  V 
Ubogu,  G  (Janes,  N  Redman,  N  Thomas,  H  mbster. 

PALI;  N  ftusqus;  P  Bsmsa-Safles.  D  DantBco,  F 
Latoir,  Y  Mam  0  Auchgna,  F  Tmasaw.  P  Tnop- 
CBpdwte.  J  Ray.  j+TgottbIbs.  A  Lagousida.  T 
Clada,  SKshti,  N  Bacqua.  F  FMea. 

FMsraK  D  Sevan  (WatesV 

AlToulousa 

-  E  Ntamadc  P  Bondouy.  Y 

C  CaStarm.  P  Sou»lMSSt^Sh 
PbJous/F  Bekx.  D  Laaoh.  S 

_ !.  C  UnB/Dfepagna 

J  Game  L  Arbo.  C  Lamatson.  D  VencftB,  S 
Cteiac  L  Aitxzu,  P  Carixmeau;  O  Otwaclui.  L 
Travers.  D  Lapomo,  £  Alegrat,  Y  Marfes.  Lvandar 
LffdHvO  Magna,  F  Duboses! 

Rafarat:  D  McHugh  (freTand). 
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result,  but  we  can't  dwell  on  it,” 
Robinson  said.  "One  way  of  beating 
Fau  will  be  to  do  what  we  didn't  do 
last  Sunday  and  keep  the  ball 
"Pau  Fe  rated  as  the  best  back 
division  m  France  and  their  forwards 
outscrummaged  Leicester  in  the 
quarter-final.  Whatever  their  away 
form  has  been  like  before,  they  will 
be  up  for  this  one.”  in  Nicholas 
Brusque,  Pau  possess  a  fall  back 
whom  Bob  Dwyer.  Leicester’s  direc¬ 
tor  of  rugby,  rates  as  foe  natural 
successor  to  Jean- Luc  Sadoumy  in 
the  national  team;  his  speed  and  his 
lines  of  running  take  him  to  places 
few  English  defences  can  cover  amid 
■a  threequarter  line  that  oozes  vart* 
Earlier  in  the  week.  Brusque  was 
struggling  with  a  knee  injury,  but  he 
and  Frfid&ic  Toros  si  an.  foe  aggres¬ 
sive  scrum  half,  who  was  the  focal 
point  of  accusations  of  foul  play  by 
Llanelli  earlier  this  season,  have  been 
declared  fit.  Henri  Nieto,  the  Pau 
director  of  rugby,  said:  "We  would 
like  to  play  with  style,  as  well  as 
winning."  That,  though,  has  been 
their  privilege  at  home  rather  than  on 
visits  to  Llanelli  and  Perth,  where 


they  lost  fa  pool  matches,  and  to 
Treviso,  where  they  won  by  a  point 

Bath  have  been  lifted  by  the  return 
of  Mike  Catt  after  suffering  concus¬ 
sion.  If  Adedayo  Adebayo  suffers  no 
reaction  after  a  fitness  test  on  a  bad: 
injury  yesterday,  he  will  be  anxious 
to  make  a  point  to  the  England 
management  as  much  as  anyone,  as 
will  Mark  Regan  who  is  preferred  at 
hooker  ahead  of  Andy  Long. 

Yet  if  foe  atmosphere  at  the 
Recreation  Ground  is  tense,  it  wifi  be 
boiling  over  fa  Toulouse  tomorrow, 
where  27.000  spectators  will  pack  the 
municipal  stadium.  “We  are  appre¬ 
hensive  playing  Brive  because  they 
are  such  a  complete  team  and  you 
never  know  where  foe  danger  will 
come  from,”  Guy  Noves,  the  Tbu- 
louse  coach,  said. 

Newcastle,  meanwhile,  are  opti¬ 
mistic  that  Va’Oiga  Tuigamala  will 
play  fa  midfield  after  recovering 
from  a  damaged  calf.  Their  most 
serious  doubts  are  to  Garath  Archer 
(collarbone},  Nick  PCrpplewaLl  and 
Richard  Arnold  (both  hamstrings], 
against  Agen,  whom  they  beat  13-9  in 
a  pre-season  match. 


Hard  sell  of 
a  player 
bom  to  lead 


Behind  the  film-star  looks.  De  Glanville  is  capable  of  taking  on  the  role  of  tough  guy 


Should  Bath  today  win 
through  to  foe  final  of 
the  Hemeken  Cup, 
Phil  de  Glanville  will 
have  a  problem.  The  final  is 
scheduled  for  Bordeaux  on 
January  31.  the  day  after  the 
projected  arrival  of  a  first  child 
for  De  Glanville  and  Yolanda, 
his  wife,  a  test  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  skills  for  which  the  Bath 
centre  is  noted. 

Not  that  anyone  at  Bath  is 
taking  Pau,  their  semi-final 
opponents  today,  lightly  —  not 
after  foe  50-point  demolition 
that  the  dub  suffered  last 
Sunday  at  the  hands  of  Sara¬ 
cens.  It  was  a  game  that  left  De 
Glanville  perplexed,  wonder¬ 
ing  whether  the  fervent  desire 
that  has  characterised  Bath  for 
more  than  a  decade  remains 
as  strong  as  once  it  was. 

Where  Stuart  Barnes,  Si¬ 
mon  Halliday  and  John  Hall 
used  to  hold  sway,  De 
Glanville  is  now  a  key  compo¬ 
nent  at  foe  Recreation 
Ground.  There  is  an  air  of 
easy  authority  about  him, 
which  is  remarkable  consider¬ 
ing  some  of  the  difficulties  that 
have  attended  his  sporting 
achievements.  Perhaps  that  is 
what  has  made  the  past  year 
so  well  worth  living,  even 
though  his  moments  as  cap¬ 
tain  of  country  and  dub  have 
now  passed. 

Whatever  his  nominal  sta¬ 
tus  may  be,  in  the  realms  of 
the  leaders  and  the  Jed,  De 
Glanville  is  one  of  foe  former. 
“Communication  is  so  impor¬ 
tant  and  I  do  a  lot  Df  that  on  foe 
field,"  he  said.  Anyone  can 
talk,  but  it  is  what  De 
Glanville  has  to  say  and,  more 
importantly,  where  he  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  say  it  that  have 
earned  him  respect  across  the 
board  and  defined  the  person¬ 
ality  of  a  man  nicknamed  at 
Bath  both  “Hollywood"  (for 
his  looks)  and  "Hammer"  (for 
his  more  abrasive  qualities). 

In  the  past  18  months,  De 
Glanville  has  found  himself  in 
the  eye  of  Bath’s  peculiarly 
awkward  translation  from 
amateurism  to  professional¬ 
ism:  acting  as  players'  spokes- 
.  man  in  debate  with  the  Rugby 
Football  Union:  at  odds  with 
Fran  Cotton  aver  selection  for 
the  British  Isles  tour  of  South 
Africa  last  summer,  oh  yes, 
captain  of  England,  too,  after 


David  Hands 

on  the  strength 
that  helped  the 
former  England 
captain  in  the 
face  of  adversity 


the  eight-year  reign  of  Will 
Carling. 

It  is  not  insignificant  that 
while  he  talks,  his  parents. 
Derek  and  Sue.  are  waiting  in 
the  clubhouse  for  a  word.  De 
Glanville’s  ability  to  deal  with 
the  various  brickbats  life  has 
hurled  in  his  diration  owes 
much  to  the  stability  of  his 
background,  initially  from  his 
supportive  family  and  then 
from  Yolanda. 

He  also  took  foe  conscious 
derision  not  to  commit  himself 
entirely  to  life  as  a  professional 
rugby  player.  His  background 
is  in  sales  and  marketing  and 
one  day  a  week  he  gives  over  to 
Druid  Systems,  the  British- 
based  systems  implementa¬ 
tion  company  with  interests 
throughout  Europe.  “It's  a 
different  group  of  people,  a 
different  environment,  a  fresh 
set  of  problems  and  it  keeps  a 
link  with  a  career  into  which  1 
can  go  when  rugby  is  over," 
De  Glanville  said. 

Amid  all  this,  De  Glanville 
has  also  found  time  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  writing  of  a 
book.  A  Whole  New  Ball 
Game,  which  chronicles  his 
view  of  the  events  since  rugby 
turned  professional  Typically, 
foe  qualities  that  shine 
through  the  pages  are  those  of 
candour  and  honesty.  There  is 
a  direct  appeal  about  De 
Glanville  —  he  will  look  you. 
or  Cotton  or  Jack  Rowell, 
formidable  characters  both,  in 
the  eye  and  say  what  he  feels. 

A  year  ago  everything  in  the 
De  Glanville  garden  appeared 
to  be  rosy.  Rowell,  then  Eng¬ 
land  coach,  named  him  cap¬ 
tain  of  his  country,  preferring 
him  at  centre  to  Jeremy 
Gusoott,  his  dub  colleague. 
However,  everything  began  to 
unravel  in  foe  spring.  England 
missed  a  grand  slam,  De 


Glanville  missed  a  place  an 
foe  British  isles  tour,  two 
missed  tackles  playing  against 
Australia  in  July  cast  doubt  on 
his  international  future  and, 
this  autumn,  he  was  relieved 
of  foe  England  captaincy  by 
the  new  management 

“It  seems  a  long  time  ago 
now,  but  there  was  a  feeling  of 
exhilaration  when  Jack  asked 
me  to  captain  England,  com¬ 
bined  with  a  gulp  about  what  I 
might  be  letting  myself  in  for," 
De  Glanville  said. 

“During  the  year  I  became 
far  more  relaxed,  more  fatalis¬ 
tic  if  you  like  —  I  gave  it  my 
best  as  an  individual,  the  team 
did  tire  same.  When  Jade 
made  me  captain  he  did  so  for 
the  year,  at  least  that  was  as 
far  as  I  was  looking.  I  regard¬ 
ed  the  game  with  Australia  fa 
Sydney  as  my  last  one  fa 
charge,  before  the  position 
was  reviewed,  and  there  was  a 
long  three  months  before  a 
further  decision  was  made. 

"  y  the  time  it  came  I 

had  adjusted,  so  1 
8  j  wasn’t  disappoint- 
ed.  I  was  delighted 
to  be  in  Clive  Woodward’s  first 
squad  and  to  bein'  the  team  for 
the  southern-hemisphere  se¬ 
ries  was  brilliant  The  relaxed 
approach  worked,  my  form  for 
the  club  was  good  and  the 
confidence  came  back  to  my 
game.  The  biggest  shock  was 
foe  realisation  that,  at  29,  I 
was  the  oldest  back  fa  foe  side. 

"My  aim  was  to  play  each  of 
the  autumn  internationals  as 
though  it  were  my  last,  to  go 
out  on  a  high  fa  case  1  wasn't 
picked  again."  De  Glanville 
had  heard  all  the  rumours, 
about  GuscotTS  form  for  tire 
Lions,  about  tire  new-age  men, 
Will  Greenwood  and  Nick 
Greensfock.  but  the  wheel 
goes  round  and  his  27  caps 
could  swell  further  fa  the  new 
year. 

“There’s  too  many  of  us  in 
the  back  line  at  the  moment 
who  are  similar  in  approach," 
he  said.  “It’s  not  a  long-term 
solution  for  the  1999  World 
Cup.  We  have  proved  we  can 
work  well  together,  certainly 
fa  defence,  though  fa  attack  we 
need  to  improve."  Few  would 
bet  against  De  Glanville  still 
being  there,  helping  to  oil  foe 
wheels,  fa  two  years’  time. 


Swansea  storm  on  as 
Grabham  impresses 


ByMarkSouster 


DULOUSE  and  Swansea  en- 
ired  their  places  fa  foe  fast  four  of 
he  Timer  Students  European 
ugby  Championship  yesterday 
iih  their  third  successive  wins  m 
ie  final  .round  of  tjualityfag 
latches  fa  .  their  respeaive  pools, 
he  French  side  beat  University 

oDege,DuWm3fe3tqcomptetean 

iWamsted  record  in  pod  wp, 
hile  Swansea  beat  Dublin  22-5  m 
wL  one  to  become  the  second 
felsh  representatives  in  the  saw- 
nals.  University  of  Wales,  Insta¬ 
te  of  Cardiff  qp&fed  <m 
imrsday.  The  semi-final  draw 
fflte  made  on  Monday. 

David  Dtfrfcarrere  scored  a  nat- 
ick  of  tries  for  Toulouse  and  fas 
sibnwmoes  haw 

irned  faro  tite  naiHri^fofrtouni^ 

cut  award.  .  , 

e  North-East  university 
«r  «ity  van  from  fo* . 
atches,  winning  MS. 
listed  bottom  of  their  group.  A 


downpour  resulting  in  'a  water¬ 
logged  pitch  at  West  Hartlepool 
meant  foal  Swansea's  game  was 
abandoned  after  an  hour  with- 
Swansea  22-5  ahead,  but  the  result 
was  allowed  to -stand:  Grabham, 
the  Swansea  No  8,  who  has  been  in 
outstanding  fbnn,  scored  three 
tries  and  Harries  added  two  con¬ 
versions  and  a  penalty  goal  Shane 

MeLoughlm  scored  Dublin*  ooiF 
sedation  try.  ■  . 

Dmham  finished  with  a,  flourish 
as  they  defeated- hapless  Jtoma 
4J0.  Dan  Paridnson'  scored  two 

tries,  WithTimNdlLChariie  Heap. 

Toby  Smart  Sam  Cares  and  Chris 
Tulloch  all  cfaiming  a  tty  apiece, 
fotir  of  .which  were  converted  by 
David  Walder.  The  most  keenly 
contested  pool  was  in  Cork,  where 

the  fast  semi-final  place  was  being 

contested  last  night  Ty  tJtuveraty 
College.  Cork  and  Oxford.  Bnstoi 
bStCardiff  Medicals  13$  in  the 
pool's  remaining  match-.  /  ■ 

Results,  page  30 


Ashton  tries  to  defy  history 


BRIAN  ASHTON,  the  Ireland 
coadv  speaks  fluent  Italian,  having 
played  and  coached  here  for  three 
years  during  foie  Seventies,  so  he 
will  have  been  able  to  understand 
the  match  programme  that  was 
distributed  to  the  press  yesterday. 

Ashton  will  nave  noted  that 
details  of  the  previous  rugby  en¬ 
counters  between  Italy  and  Ireland 
were  included  in  the  programme 
for  today's  fourth  game,  to  be 
played  at  the  S  radio  Dall’Ara  this 
afternoon.  Hopefully,  he  will  not 
have  been  put  off  by  the  listing  of 
Murray  Kidd,  the  Ireland  coach 
the  fast  time  the  countries  met;  at 
;Lansdowne  Road  in  January;  the 
29-37'  defeat  suffered  by  Ireland 
was  the  New  Zealander’S  downfall 
and  Ashton'S  opportunity. 

Much  has  changed  since  then. 
Of  the  then  quintet  of  selectors, 
only  Pat  Whelan  -and  Dona! 
Lernhan  remain,  while  remarkably 
Mark  McCall,  Keith  Wood  and 
Eric  Mine-  are  the  only  survivors 
from  the  team  itsdt 

By  contrast  the  'nudeus  of  the 
opposition  that  defeated  Ireland  11 
months  ago  will  be  on  duty  again. 
Not  feast  among  them  are  Diego 
Paolo  Vaocari  and  the 


From  Karl  Johnston 
in  bologna 

aptly-named  prop,  Massimo 
Cuttitta,  who.  between  them, 
scored  all  Italy's  points  that  day. 

Dominguez  picked  up  22  points, 
from  a  tty,  four  conversions  and 
three  penalty  grads,  Vaccari  scored 
two  fries  and  Cuttitta  crossed  for 
Italy’s  other  try.  Given  that  Ireland 
managed  only  a  solitary  try  and 


TEAMS 


ITALY:  C  Ptat  (Benetton};  P  Vaccari  (fly  Rut).  C 
States  (Naitannel.  M  Dalai  (Beneaonj.  Msrcoto 

mita  {fcHBn);  D  bi«T*v;:-joz  (Siacte  Franco®),  a 


_  Franwoj.A 

Trancon  (Barafonh  Maadmo  CuWtm  (Hvb- 
qu*w).  O  artowi.&aanj,  A  C««M  (L'Aq^a), 
-  ‘  '•■|C  Owcehlmto  (BaneUM).  M 


G  CrodJMan),  C  Ctwcehlrado  (Banetmn), 
GhMUWffi  (Narbome,  captain),  A  Sgorlon 
{BanaOonL  J  GMnar  (Benetton).  Raptocsmentc 
LMoSn  l&nae).  A  Scanmaeea  (F«"  Rowoo).  fi 
GtufcG  i'AqutoJ.  O  AimdD  (TaJonJT  W 
Roma). 
DHtekia 
McCaB 
D 


,'AquCa),  O  Amncfti 
to  (Benetton).  G  de  Gut 


maW&KNowtan  (9  May’s  CatewfcD 
fit  May's  Cdege),  K  Metjos  {Bi&tal}.  M I 
fLontai  MshTb  b’tiSfany  (Moseley);  D 
Humphrey*  {Londai  inoh).  N  Hqgat  (London 
Irish);  R  tWrai  rareysteoee).  K  Woed  [M**- 
■turn,  aptotrKl p Sofiway  (Young  Munnal  P 
John*  (SsncsnE),  M  OKsly  (London  kto).  D 
Bukina  (Sate),  D  O’Grady  (Sate).  E  MBer 
(UtestoV  Rapiacaineittc  JBeS  (Northampton). 
B  CMaam.  fCak  OonsWuban),  6  Snood 
(GataeQtos),  A  Onto  (Nontwraton).  J  Fitz¬ 
patrick  (London  Hah).  V  CoaMto  (St  Maty* 


□  Man4  (FTanee^. 

v*.. 


had  to  rely  on  Paul  Burke’s  record 
haul  of  eight  penalty  goals  to  keep 
foie  score  respectable,  the  defeat 
was  pretty  comprehensive. 

The  record  stands  at  2-1  fa  Italy’s 
favour,  although  the  first  match  — 
fa  1988  —  was  not  an  official 
international.  But  in  May  I99S,  as  a 
prelude  to  their  World  Cup  cam¬ 
paign  in  South  Africa,  the  Insh  lost 
22-12  in  Treviso,  becoming  the  first 
of  the  home  countries  to  lose  to 
Italy. 

To  say  that  not  many  Irish  rugby 
followers  agree  with  this  particular 
team  selection  is  to  put  it  mildly, 
even  allowing  for  injuries,  which 
ruled  out  Rob  Henderson,  Conor 
McGuinness  and  Paul  Wallace. 
Most  people  find  the  recall  of 
Darragh  O'Mahcmy  at  left  ,  wing 
instead  of  the  in-form  Richard 
Wallace  perplexing.  Also,  there  is 
surprise  over  the  inclusion  of  the 
uncapped  and  largely  unproven 
flanker,  Dylan  O’Grady. 

Perhaps  the  fact  that  Italy  will 
field  ten  of  the  side  that  defeated 
Ireland  last  time  out  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  a  lack  of  in-depth  talent  Be 
foot  as  it  may,  Italy  will  be  foie 
favourites  today  fa  wet  and  icy 
Bologna.  ^ 


Unhappy  Dwyer  rues 
lost  opportunities 


ByMarkSouster 


LEICESTER  and  Harlequins 
could  be  forgiven  for  casting  covet¬ 
ous  glances  at  the  semf-finals  of  the 
Honeken  Cup  this  weekend.  Both 
lost  fa  the  quarter-finals  fa  Prance 
—  Leicester  at  Pau  and  Harlequins 
at  Toulouse  —  and  can  be  forgiven 
for  wondering  about  what  might 
have  been.  Today,  however,  they 
must  concentrate  on  matters  closer 
to  home  and  their  meeting  fa  the 
Allied  Dunbar  Premiership  first 
division  at  Welford  Road. 

For  students  of  statistics,  the 
rivalry  between  the  clubs,  who  both 
scored  50  points  fa  their  last  home 
games,  has  produced  some  fasci¬ 
nating  facts.  In  ten  years  of  league 
rugby.  Leicester  have  lost  at  home 
wily  II  times;  five  of  those  defeats 
have  bean  at  the  hands  of  foe 
London  club.  At  the  same  time, 
Leicester's  away  form  has  been 
unpredictable.  The  last  time  they 
won  on  their  travels  was  fa 
December  last  year  against,  who 
else,  but  Harlequins.  Indeed, 
paichy  away  form  has  undermined 


a  sustained  challenge  on  more  than 
one  front. 

How  Leicester  can  win  fa  Tou¬ 
louse  yet  lose  to  Leinster  and 
Northampton  vexes  Bob  Dwyer, 
the  coach.  “We  have  been  losing 
games  away  from  home  that  we 
should  not  have,**  he  said,  “but  we 
have  often  taken  the  wrong  optical 
fa  those  matches.  Against  Harle¬ 
quins,  we  must  control  the  game. " 

Andy  Kmt  director  of  rugby  at 
foie  Stoop  Memorial  Ground,  is 
reading  nothing  into  recent  results. 
“If  there  is  a  hard  place  to  win,  ft  is 
at  Welford  Road,"  he  said.  “After 
their  hiding  by  Richmond,  they  will 
be  looking  to  sort  themselves  out" 

The  only  other  Premiership  first 
division  fixture  this  weekend  is  at 
the  Athletic  Ground  tomorrow, 
where  Richmond  host  Northamp¬ 
ton.  Northampton  have  bon 
buoyed  by  their  win  over  London 
Irish  and  the  fatprovement 
wrought  fa  the  scrums  by  the 
arrival  of  Gary  Pagel  from  South 
Africa. 
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RACING:  FORMER  HUNTER  CHASER  CAN  BENEFIT  FROM  PROFESSIONAL  HANDLING  IN  ASCOT  CHASE 


Thornton  to  profit  again  on  Cool  Dawn 

-*>  ^  HUGH  ROUTLEDGE 


By  Chris  McGrath 


John  Dunlop's  talented  Wahiba  Sands,  who  upset  the  odds-on  Zaralaska  at  Leicester,  has  his  second  run  over  hurdles  at  Ascot  today 


RACING  approaches  the  sea¬ 
son  of  goodwill  in  a  fine,  old- 
fashioned  spirit  of  acrimony 
and  avarice.  In  strident  tones, 
the  militant  moguls  of  Flat 
racing  demand  extra  millions 
to  sustain  their  investment; 
administrators  fret  and 
squabble  over  where  to  find 
them. 

Happily,  however,  jump 
racing  remains  a  sport  first 
and  an  industry  second.  The 
word  "investment"  sits  un¬ 
comfortably  next  to  the  bolder 
risks  daily  undertaken  by  man 
and  beast  in  National  Hunt 
raring  —  often  for  no  greater 
reward  than  the  sheer  sport¬ 
ing  thrill  of  it. 

Nonetheless,  there  comes  a 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


rime  when  even  the  National 
Hunt  fraternity  considers  sen¬ 
timent  too  expensive.  That 
threshold  is  crossed  in  the 
valuable  Berierware  Cup  at 
Ascot  today,  when  a  profes¬ 
sional  keeps  the  ride  on  Cool 
Dawn,  who  has  been  part¬ 
nered  for  most  of  his  career  by 
his  owner.  Dido  Harding. 

There  have  been  just  two 
occasions  when  a  jockey  has 
been  paid  to  take  the  reins  on 
Cool  Dawn  —  in  the  1996  Irish 
National  when  he  finished  a 
fine  third  behind  Feathered 
Gale  and  Jodami  and  over 
today’s  course  and  distance 
last  month  when  Andrew 
Thornton  made  all  to  win  a 
handicap  in  emphatic  fashion. 

Robert  Ainer.  who  trains 
Cool  Dawn  for  Miss  Harding, 


reported  thai  the  gelding  had 
sulked  in  behind  when  disap¬ 
pointing  on  his  comeback  at 
Win  can  ton  previously.  All  the 
old  joy  and  verve,  however, 
were  restored  Last  rime. 

While  he  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  bold  jumper  for  his 
owner,  who  rode  him  into 
second  in  the  1996  Foxhunters’ 
Chase  at  the  Cheltenham  Fes¬ 
tival.  Thornton  might  yet  con¬ 
jure  further  progress.  After  all, 
offspring  of  Over  The  River  do 
tend  to  improve  with  age. 

It  would  be  misleading  to 
describe  Cool  Dawn  as  well 
treated  strictly  on  the  basis  of 


last  month’s  win  —  having 
raced  from  out  of  the  handicap 
then,  he  effectively  runs  off  a 
71b  lower  mark — for  it  turned 
into  a  pretty  soft  race.  Yet 
there  was  an  authentic  zest  to 
Cool  Dawn  that  day.  Barring 
a  blunder  at  the  last,  Thornton 
doing  well  to  wrap  his  long 
legs  round  the  horse’s  belly,  he 
looked  rejuvenated. 

By  contrast,  the  last  two 
winners  of  this  race  did  not 
look  themselves  on  their 
Haydock  reappearance.  The 
trainers  of  both  Unguided 
Missile  and  Go  Ballistic  have 
offered  excuses  for  their  fail¬ 


ure  behind  Suny  Bay,  but  each 
borse  retains  an  equivocal  air. 

Callisoe  Bay,  however,  is  in 
the  form  of  his  life,  most 
recently  catching  the  hesitant 
Challenger  Du  Luc  at  New¬ 
bury.  The  small  field  wifi  suit 
but  his  stamina  is  unproven, 
while  Harwell  Lad  was  up  to 
his  old  tricks  at  Cheltenham. 
That  leaves  Call  It  A  Day,  who 
has  solid  form  in  some  top 
handicaps  last  term,  goes  well 
fresh  and  handles  cut  with 
aplomb,  as  the  biggest  danger 
to  Cool  Dawn  (2-20). 

Three  of  the  Smurfit  Long 
Walk  Hurdle  field  must  shrug 


off  a  tough  battle  in  the  Bula 
Hurdle  at  Cheltenham. 
Pridwell  confirmed  his  refor¬ 
mation  with  a  career-best 
performance  there,  but  may 
not  be  so  effective  over  an 
extra  mile  in  soft  ground.  Nor 
can  one  predict  if  he.  Large 
Action  and  Bimsey  have  recov¬ 
ered  from  then-  strenuous 
efforts  last  week. 

Paddy’s  Return  may  need 
his  first  run  since  June  and 
prefers  faster  ground  anyway, 
while  Algan,  winner  of  the 
King  George  VI  Chase  three 
years  ago.  will  enjoy  the  mud 
but  may  not  have  the  requisite 


zip  for  British  hurdling.  Go- 
Informal  (1.45)  is  die  runner 
with  the  •  fewest  question 
marks,  having  resumed  his 
progress  with  a  typically  genu¬ 
ine  display  at  Newbury  last 
month. 

The  Mitie  Group  Kennel 
Gate  Novices’  Hurole  is  com¬ 
petitive,  though  the  form  of 
Polydam  as  has  begun  to  look 
a  bit  porous,  while  Circus  Star 
is  a  difficult  ride.  Bahadur  is 
learning  fast,  but  further  im¬ 
provement  may  be  required  to 
beat  Wahiba  Sands  (1.10). 
who  burst  Zaralaska's  bubble 
at  Leicester. 


ASCOT 


■■if i-i 


12.35  Jefferies 
1.10  Wahiba  Sands 
1.45  Go-Informal 


THUNDERER 

2.20  Go  Ballistic 
2.50  LEOTARO  (nap) 
3-20  L‘ Opera 


Timekeeper's  lop  rating:  2.20  GO  BALLISTIC. 


& 


GUIDE  TO  OUR  IN-1 


101  113143  GOOD  TIMES  13  (BF,F,EJ5l  (Mrs  3  Rctanson)  B  Has  12-0 -  B  Wes  17)  88 


Racecard  numtw  Sa-figure  lore  (F —  Wi  P  — 

rled  up  L  —  iiKafflaa  ndar  3_  bought 
n.  S  —  dipped  igj.  fi— reteed  D— - 
disqualified)  Hones  name  Days  since  Iasi 
outing  F  rl  flat  (B  —  blinkers.  V  —  vrwt  H  — 
how  E  —  EyesAaeUf  C  —  eouse  wraw  Q  — 
distance  mm.  CD  — course  and  distance 


mnner.  BF  —  beaten  tawvte  it  latest  race). 
Going  on  xhKSi  hone  las  mm  (F  —  fern,  good  b 
firm.  hard.  6— good  S— soft.  good  to  soB, 
heavy)  Oww  In  brackets.  Tram  Ago  and 
imcgftt.  fikta  plus  anr  Muonac.  the  Times 
Timekeeper's  speed  rating. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOH  (SOFT  IN  PLACES)  TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING  SIS 


12.35  BOOK  OF  MUSIC  NOVICES  CHASE 

(Grade  il:  £11.720:  2m  3f  110yd)  (4  runners) 

i  Cn  00-1J15  CHEFS  SONG  14  tCffiAMz  A  Dwirw)  S  Dow  7-11-10.  .  A  P  McCoy  146 

102  1030-12  CRACK  ON  14  (D5.&S)  (D  Pfippiah)  P  Hohta  T-11-10  .  R  Dtrnmody  140 

103  2612-31  JERFBUE5 23 (D.G) iVas S Bturtwg) J Old $-11-7  . CUewlyn  J27 

104  040-127  GROUND  HU1 15  MAS)  /Mrs  8  tetoE)  B  Bwto  7-11-3 -  B  Pawl  FOTI 

BETma  6-4  Crack  On.  9-4  Grand  Nut.  11-4  CNrfs  Song.  6-1  JeBenes 

1996:  SIMPLY  DA5HNG  5-11-7  fl  Dumoody  [13-6  f»)  T  tatatur  8  ran 


1 .45  sMunnr  long  walk  hurdle 

(Grade  l  £27.055. 3m  II  110yd)  (7  turners) 


BBC1 


3 M  P-JJ443  AttM»27tRG^ilJaw^denea!anj!Ptto7wi(ftj9-J1'7.  MrTDownen 

302  301-W0  8UMSEY T  IC.F.GLSI  (Mrs J  fryaui  C  fJtmn  r-ii-T - - G  Bradley  174 

303  12P5/Z1  GMHfaWHtF&l/UstiA^  -  ECafetfra  199 

xt  IUPW  UmMnrn7tCfSSiSSe^n^)VaKrml9-11-7-^  JAMe&rty  QS] 

305  FD31-25  PAD0VS  reiUlW  175 1CJF.U1  iP  ODonsenj  f  Murptw  5-11-T _ KVMmson  1M 

306  33W*4  PLEASURE  SHARED  21  (Cf.S.SI  (Tc*esi  PKflflls  3-11-7 -  .  HDomoody  174 

307  21-7112  mmi  7  <BF££f.B£)  (Jans.  BeraEc*  4  fleet  f?nr,|  MPfce  7.11-7  A  P  McCoy  W 

BETWG:6-4Pnd«tL  3-1  Go-Mama  4-1  Urge  Acton.  3-1  Paddy s  Return.  Algan.  12-1  otters 

1996;  OCEAN  HAWK  i-i  1-7  C  UweJI/n  (7-1J  N  ImstaKlwes  6  ran 


Crack  On  II  2nd  ot  7  to  Direct  Eunde  n  grade  I  novice  chase  at 
Satuknm  (2m,  good;  aith  Chiefs  Song  (same  terns)  6V*J  5ft. 
Jefferies  boat  Sounds  Like  Fun  21  In  14-runrw  novice  chase  al 
Taunton  (2m  3).  good),  previously  6t  3rd  ol  ID  to  Spend KJ  m  handicap  turtle  at  Towcester  (2m  51. 
good  to  soft).  Ground  Nut  bed  Lad  McMunough  121  m  B-mrer  novice  etoe  at  Hereford  (2m  31. 
good),  previously  1541  2nd  at  5  to  Chiefs  Song  (71b  worse  off)  in  novice  dose  at  Ascot  (2m.  good 
to  soft) 

GROUND  ran  is  weighted  to  reverse  form  with  Chiefs  Song 


FORM  F0CI)$. 


1.10  MfTlE  GROUP  KENNH.  GATE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Grade  II  C8.H8'  2m  110yd)  (9  runners) 


BBC1 


201  2233-1 1  QRCUS  STAR  39  |D,G)  [Roigmcfcr.i  D  riicnohcn  4-1 1  -7 . AMagtoe  [E@ 

20?  PO-tl  a*U^XM14/UaS(Pw«4lee)Mr:JPfflw)4.il-4 .  Sftnaflt  127 

203  340-331  POLYBAHAS  21  p.Sl  (M  Saw)  K  Barley  5-H  -4 . KWfemsan  141 

204  P-  RMNY  GEMEImF (MrelTjytal Mnl tartar 4-11-0  ...  .  ATtamw 

205  5112-W  ffUSHTOtX2l(G5imw^fenerAB)flRin>e5-ti-0.. ..  Oarktgww  M 

206  PERFECT  VENUE  54F  (THe  Ltartrn  PitNKftpi  rl  Henderson  i-il-0  MARugaraU 

20?  3  SOUJMAH28 (REtaUJQflcrd4.il -0  _.  .  LAs>»n  117 

306  TRANS S0ER1A  9P3F (S \Vnc±)  3  Warts  6-r  1-0  _ . PHde 

209  1  WAHBA  SANDS  IE  (D.S)  Had  Swayttlaig)  J  Dailta  4-11-d  A P McCoy  125 

BETTING:  5-2  VWiba  Sand?.  M  Drue  Star  i-i  aalladur  Pajdanu:  &-■-  Sctoman.  fraa  5Uwa.  12-1  Perfect 
Veras.  25-1  ireti  ftrfic.  £6-1  Furor  Genre 


1996-  MAKE  A  STAND  5-11-7  A  P  McCej  fS-i3  tori  M  Pipe  9  ran 


Circus  Star  beat  Mr  Markham  vil  In  7-nmwr  grade  U  novice 
hurdle  at  Cheltenham  [2m  110yd.  good)  with  Polyfamai  (31b 
better  ofl)  41  3rd.  3aUadv  bsat  Near  Fes  t)  '&  T-mmer  names 
handicap  hurdle  at  Sandown  (2m  TlOyd.  gcod  to  sold  Potydamas  beat  Mr  r*rWwn  neck  in  14- 
fumsr  nennee  iwdle  at  Newtiiuy  (2m  nwd.  soft)  wffli  Irish  Frohc  i«1to  tetter  otf)  «J6I  iflft.  Funny 
Gene  ptdletf  m  m  -’ya  iMdt?  at  Aid  sal  i5m  tl  nOrf  heavy)  Sofoman  1 5/  3W  of  TO  to  Zama^a 
m  novice  hunfle  a)  kxat  (2m  110yd  wrttl  Trans  SBaerta  esnsraeni  stayer  m  haidnap  company  on 
Fla  WalUa  Sands  deal  Zaralaika  4|  m  lO-nmna  nrwee  hurdle  a  Leicester  i2m.  mill 
POLYDAMAS  hroJly  cane  good  ai  newhury  tut  lime  and  can  follow  up 


FORM  FOCUS 


■FORM  FGCUS  l  Jfc. 


51  2nd  oil  2  n  Apple's  Girl  In  hurdle  al  Autouil  (2m  4( 
,  .  ged)  6d-WormaJ  bea(  Art®»W3  2HI  in  S~nmr  grade 

J  II  hurdle  a  Newbury  f3m  110yd,  soft)  with  Pleasure  SterrafTto 
Ream  2Dl5thofT5toBogFragln  Iwtdle  a  Auleuil  (3m  II  110yd. 
“ — J  '"*■ k —  -**  nulled  up  and  Btnsgy  (5ft  Oefter  off)  putted  up; 

•  il (2m5f  110yd. sofl)  PridwesiWI 2nd d 
id)  with  Large  Action  (same  (emu)  Hi  6ft 


better  off)  201  4th.  Paddy's 
good  to  call  with  Pleasure  Shared  (5«j  better  off. 
previously  2l  2nd  of  8  to  Mon  flomam  m  lurdte  at 
6  to  Belted  in  hurdle  grade  2  al  Cheltenham  (2m  if. 
and  Bimsey  (levels)  251  Iasi 

GO-INFORMAL  is  progressing  well  and  will  refch  the  testing  conditions 


2.20  BETTERS  ARE  CUP 

(Handicap  chase.  £24.166: 3mltDyd)  (6  runners) 


BBC1 


401  22F11-6  UNGUtDED  MB3LE  31  (CDF.G.5)  D  Ham~ni  G  RnJants  9-12-0  RDaiwoody  1M 

402  21F4P-P  G0BALUSTC31  (CDJ.G.SI !A£s3LxSta1) J0$hra&-ll-i  .  UARtmcraU  [M 

403  0025-1 1  CALU5068AY;aff. S£i& Won; 0 Srmjod 8-  10-iC  . JAMcCvmy  (7S 

*04  /P121-5  HARWBJ.  CAD  8  (0F.GJ5)  (H  UieRsoadl  n  After  8-1D-9 _ _  MrRNotUI  179 

405  131454-  CALL  IT  A  DAY  2181  (G5i  'fis  i  Last  D  Ni  inilan  7-1D-9  AManire  179 

4C6  23'4471  COCL  DAWN  28  /CD, 7.05/  7-^  Uiti  3  HrAr®  SAtrar  9- lb-5  ..  AVmtan  178 

BETTING:  £-2  Cod  Dam  tt-jj  Cillse  in  3-1  C£i  n  A  Eh»  7-3  UnguuW  Ussile.  10-1  Gc  Battstic.  tj-l 

HjrardlLM. 


1996  GO  BAUJSnC  MM  C  P  MrCj,  (4-1  tw|  J  CStn  9  cw 


Ln guided  MissSe  431  flh  ol  10  to  Suny  Say  in  harefiop  chase  ai 
Kara*  (3m.  good)  with  Go  BaCstic  (same  lermsl  itolted  up. 
Caasoe  Bay  tea!  Chdlengei  Du  Luc  neck  m  4-rumer  handicap 
chase  Jt  Newbury  i2m  M.  good  to  xt,/  Harwell  Lad  861  test  of  5  to  Yorks tore  Gale  tn  handicap 
chase  at  Cheltenham  (2m  K  Ti&ri  gsedi.  ;rp..as!j  beat  Fiver's  Nap  *1  in  9-namer  grade  II 
handicap  chase  a  Sandrai  »2m  =! :  iDyd.  gcod  to  kB)  CaH  R  A  Day  61  4Uio!  7  to  UnmWed 
Missile  (same  (sms!  m  fyndiap  chase  sf  Aitoa  (3m  If.  goedj.  prevrosly  ?te(  5m  of  14  to  Flyer's 
ffcp  in  handicap  chase  at  Cheltenham  iZm  il  gsad  in  5jm)  Cpol  Dawn  beat  Gkanol  61  n  S-rehner 
handicaa  chase  £  Ascci  (3m  JTGyd.  gsed  to  Mb' 

COOL  DAWN  las  Smva!  tor.rrq  proiKssiOiul  assistance  tram  the  saddle 


FORM  fOCUS 


2.50  FR0GM0RE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£9,403:  2m)  (7  monos) 

501  F42-311  SUP®  TACTICS  31  (DJ.&S)  (H  Pany)  R  Urn  9-12-fl -  A  Thornton  168 

502  3154-33  STORM  ALERT  29  (CD.F&S)  (Ms  D  Pont)  D  Wchohon  11-11-13  A  Maguire  ^ 

503  F2-7545  CHJ8ATE  14  iPf&S)  (StatorU  BCHpe  tows)  C  Wj*i  6-11-7  MAFfcperafd  170 

504  1733-21  LEOTARD  29  fCD^.GJS)  (Mi  P  Hailm  Miss  V  WRUbib  10,11-7  M  WtUnsa)  168 

505  312624-  LORO  OORCET  242  (CD.FJ3S1  (i  Hoag)  J  Ctsrtai  7-11-5  A  P  McCoy  174. 

506  3F3142  FLVWS  WSTOUCTDfl  7  (aFJJ,FG^)  (U)y  LyslJ)  P  fl  Wahtar  7-11-1  G  Bradley  17D 

507  2540-01  KBREET  7  (COFJ3.S)  IMk  J  Emery)  P  Hotta  10-110  —  -  R  Dumnody  168 

BETTING:  3-1  uaud.  70  Storm  AIM.  4-1  Stfv  TacUcs.  110  K2nd.  6-1  Cetea.  Lord  OtraL  Ftytrg 
tanwu. 

1B9K  STORM  ALSTT 10-11-11  A  Maguire  (3-1)  D  Mdsbon  5  Hi 

Super  Tactics  beat  Gtariftm  111  to  5-runner  handicap  chase  at 
Kempton  (2m  4f  noytf.  good  to  spH);  previously  bed  Stmna 
Mandra  1141  to  3-nrnner  hawteap  ease  a  Newbury  (2m  4f 
good  to  Arm).  Gefflute  201  5ft  of  7  to  Ask  Tom  m  jxk  I  chase  X  Sandown  (2m.  good  to  sofl); 
prevBwshr  141 4ft  to  5  to  Cumbrian  Challenge  in  harefleap  chase  at  Weftertw  (2m,  good)  Leatvri 
t»K  Arcnc  Hitsmar  61  (n  (nunner  tancficap  ctoe  at  Ascot  (2m.  sofl)  with  storm  (flat  (7ft  tetter 
ofl)  7i  3rl  Lord  Dorcet  BUI  4ft  of  7  to  KJ*ron  Dans'll  grade  I  IbkSc^i  chase  at  Pirchestovm 
(2m.  good):  prevtoush  71 2nd  ol  10  to  Down  lha  Fell  in  grade  II  handtoap  chase  al  Aintree  (2m, 
good)  with  Celbato  (3ft  worse  ofl)  (bH.  Rytng  Instructor  61 2nd  of  5  to  Baniageera  Boy  In  handicap 
dsse  2i  Hayriodt  (2m.  good  to  soft):  previously  1 61 3rd  ol  7  to  Call  Equtoame  In  huntem  chase  al 
CbeltenJwr)  (2m.  good).  KJbreel  beat  Seek  The  Faift  TMI  to  Lrunra  hamfleap  t±ase  at  Cheflentiam 
(2m  110yd,  good);  prewmdy  471  last  of  8  to  Indian  Joctey  in  handicap  chase  al  Ascol  (2m,  good). 
LEOTARD  can  maintain  he  eueUanl  record  over  (his  course  and  iflstamx 


3.20  JOHN  BOWLER  KNIGHTS  ROYAL  HURDLE 

(£8,091:  2m  110yd)  (5  runners) 

601  F4-400Z  BLOWHG  VfflD  34  (Gl  (P  Deal)  M  Pipe  4-H-1Q  _  A  P  McCoy. 

SE  14F-  LUreiA  261  (BFJJ.S)  (3ie*h  A  al-MaUaun)  D  Mctobcn  4-11-3  A  Magbre  m 

823  1 140-2  7W  5UPPDSN  Zt  (0£J  (N  Gnperj  R  fio«  5-TT-2 -  B  BridawAT  M 

604  1 15-22  HI  MARKHAM  21  (D.G.S)  (Fob  fasvnfaT;  Mdow  &  Sonl  J  GSdrI  5-10-12  P  (fids  TIT 

EOS  1212F2-  SHARPICAl  231  (HG^  (Hutoc  Ttasb  B  N  Hnlnoa  5-10-12  M  A  F®0Hi*l  155 

8ETTWG:  4-6  rm  Sunnaa.  5-1  LDpara.  6-1  Mi  Mitom.  Stapkd.  10-1  Bkwtog  Wind. 

1998:  MBIW6UETT  4-10-11  C  ItawByn  <11-2J  N  TwUBKJwlB  9  ran 

Blowing  Wind  41 2nd  ol  13  to  Flying  ScolBsh  In  dahnina  bwdteal 
Aunuil  (2m  21.  good  to  sofl):  previously  211  7ft  oM  2  ta  Rher 
Wort  In  handicap  hurdle  X  AabnrD  (2m  il.  go ad).  Ltknra  tefl  in 
grade  II  news  hurdto  al  Aintree  (2m  HOyd.  good):  prevnusiy  41 4ft  o(  28  to  Conimancne  Caret  In 
grade  I  hurdle  ai  Cheftmham  (2m  IL  good).  I'm  Sipoosin  131 2nd  of  5  to  Sanmarttoo  ii  grade  B 
nredle  al  Newbury  (2m  110yd.  soft):  previously  141 716  ol  11  to  Shadow  Leader  in  grade  I  brnfla  at 
Ayr  (2m,  good)  Mr  Martoiam  nedr  2nd  0114  to  Potyttaras  in  novice  hurdle  at  Newnxy  (2m  nOyd. 
soft}:  previously  »J  2nd  of  7  to  Circus  Ser  In  grade  I  nmto  hurdle  jtf  Cheflenham  (2m  110yd, 
good)  Shaxpkai  21 2nd  nt  4  to  SraatortA  lr  twice  hurdte  d  Haydock  (2m.  to  firm]:  prewnmy 
grade  R  nonce  hurdle  a  Punchestown  (2m.  good) 

CM  SUPPQSW  can  see  ofl  some  up-and-coming  riels 
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Him  Of  Praise 

can  extend 

winning  sequence 

By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


FEATURE  races  do  not  al¬ 
ways  make  for  quality  bets 
and  with  limited  television 
coverage  on  offer  today  die 
best  wagers  look  to  be  away 
from  the  gaze  of  the  BBC 
cameras  at  Ascot. 

Tbe  Haydock  card  makes 
considerable  appeal  with  sev¬ 
eral  Grand  National  candi¬ 
dates  lining  up  in  die  St 
Helens  Handicap  Chase 
(2-70),  where  Him  Of  Praise 
can  continue  his  good  run. 
Much  was  expected  of  this  big, 

old-fashioned  chasing  type 
last  term  and,  although  he 
ended  the  campaign  on  a 
winning  note^  he  was  general¬ 
ly  disappointing.  Oliver  Sher¬ 
wood,  ius  trainer,  was  never 
happy  with  him. 

However,  the  seven-year- 
old  has  looked  a  different 
proposition  this  season  and  is 
beginning  to  justify  That  early 
confidence.  On  his  reappear¬ 
ance  at  Towcester,  he  jumped 
particularly  well  to  bear 
Carole's  Crusader  and  the 
runner-up  franked  the  form 
by  winning  next  time  out 

Stepped  up  to  an  extended 
34  miles. at  Haydock  three 
weeks  ago.  he  improved  again 
to  see  off  Dom  Samourai,  who 
has  also  won  since.  Making 
most  of  the  running  that  day, 
he  was  headed  on  the  run-in 
but  stayed  on  gamely  to  land 
the  spoils. 

“He  loves  soft  ground  and  I 
will  be  disappointed  if  he 
doesn't  stay  the  four-mile  trip. 
He  was  only  idling  the  other 
day  at  Haydock  when  in  front 
—  he  was  looking  after  his 
own  handicap  mark,'*  Oliver 
Sherwood  said,  tongue  in 
cheek,  yesterday. 

Him  Of  Praise  has  been 
raised  only  21b  far  that  success 
and  will  be  even  more  effective 
if  he.  receives  a  lead  rather 
than  having  to  make  all  the 
running.  Full  Of  Oats,  who 
was  travelling  well  until  foil¬ 
ing  four  out  at  Warwick  last 
time,  and  Court  Melody  look 
the  main  dangers. 

Sherwood  introduces  an  in¬ 
teresting  newcomer  in  the 
opening  WIrral  Juvenile  Nov¬ 
ices’  Hurdle  in  die  shape  of 
Southerly  Wind,  who  won 


Sherwood:  Haydock  hope 


three  races  on  the  Flat  for 
Lynda  Ramsden.  Gelded  since 
joining  Sherwood,  he  has 
schooled  well  at  home  but  may 
not  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
more  experienced  Kilbride 

The  David  Nicholson- 
trained  runner  has  been 
placed  twice  in  decent  com¬ 
pany,  behind  The  French 
Furze  at  Cheltenham  and 
Rainwatch  at  Newbury,  and  a 
reproduction  of  that  form 
should  suffice.  . 

Novice  chases  are  not  my 
favourite  betting  medium  but 
it  will  something  of  a  disap¬ 
pointment  if  Stormy  Passage 
fails  oblige  in  the  Southport 
Novices’  Chase  (1.00).  Philip 
Hobbs  has  always  had  held 
this  Strong  Gale  gelding  in 
high  regard  and  he  won  with  a 
fan-  amount  in  hand  from 
River  Bay,  a  previous  winner, 
on  his  chasing  debut  at 
Chepstow  two  weeks  ago. 

Not  much  has  gone  right  so 
far  this  season  for  Paul 
Webber,  whose  horses  have 
beat  under  the  weather.  How¬ 
ever,  there  have  been  signs  in 
recent  days  that  the  worst  is 
over  and  Flying  instructor 
can  confirm  die  improvement 
by  taking  the  Frogmore 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  HIM  OF  PRAISE 
(2.10  Haydock  Park) 

Next  best-  General  Pongo 
(12.20  Uttoxeter) 


Handicap  Chase  at  Ascot 
(2.50).  Placed  in  high-dass 
novice  company  last  season, 
he  recorded  "a  career-best  ef¬ 
fort  at  Haydock  behind 
Bamageera  Boy  last  Saturday 
and  looks  hand  fly  weighted. 

In  contrast  to  Webber,  Jim 
Old  can  do  little  wrong  at  the 
moment  and  Arkley  Royal  is 
sure  to  be  well  supported 
wh’en  he  makes  his  hurdling 
debut  in  tile  EBF  National 
Hunt  Novices’  Hurdle  (2.25)  at 
Lingfield. 

The  winner  of  two  bumpers 
over  course  and  distance  last 
season,  he  will  have  been  well 
schooled  but  there  is  nothing 
like  racing  experience  and 
Tree  Creeper  could  be  a  value 
proposition.  The  Andy 
Tumell-trained  runner  split 
Dines  and  Andanito  at 
Wincanton  on  his  seasonal 
reappearance  and  should  be 
suited  by  the  testing  condi¬ 
tions  today. 

Rectory  Garden  had  '  the 
advantage  of  race  fitness  when 
finishing  just  ahead  of  Gener¬ 
al  Pongo  at  Uttoxeter  23  days 
ago,  but  Tom  George's  mud- 
lover  can  gain  revenge  in  the 
opening  Lefley*s  Hog  Roast 
Handicap  Chase  at  the  Mid¬ 
land  track. 


RACING  NEXT  WEEK 


MONDAY:  Kefeo  (first  race.  12.50). 
Ludlow  (1.10),  Ungfteid  Pate  (AW, 
1.00). 

TUESDAY:  no  racing. 

WEDNESDAY;  no  racing. 
THURSDAY:  no  racing. 

FRIDAY:  Kempton  Parte  (C4,  12.40), 
Ayr  (12.55),  Hereford  (1.06).  Hunting¬ 
don  {1.0(9,  Market  Rasen  (12.30). 
Newton  Abbot  (1.251.  Seogefiaki 
(1.00).  Watherby  (12.45).  Wmcanton 
(12.50).  WoJvOThampton  {AW.  1.40). 
SATURDAY:  Kempton  Parte  (C4. 
12.40),  Chepstow  (BBC .  12^0). 
Leicester  (1.05),  Wetherby  (1.00). 

Hat  meetings  (n  boW 


ASCOT 

HAYDOCK 

UTTOXETER 

UNDREW 

IRISH 


101 

102 

103 

104 
120 


’201 

202 

203 

204 
220 


ffULL  RESI  TS  SERVICE  168 


IRISH  LOTTERY  RESULT 
0930  162  441 


.CohnaSfrgrBfcwHaidltoM.  MS.  ImJ»  1SI  tj 


HAYDOCK  PARK 


THUNDERER 

12.25  Jazz  Track.  1.00  Jyrnjam  Johnny.  1.35  Star 
Selection.  2.10  Him  Of  Praise.  2.40  Majestic  Sound. 
3.10  Even  Blue.  3.40  Festive  Teak. 


GOING.  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES)  SIS 


12.25  WIRRAL  JUVENILE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-O  £3,060  2m)  (14  runners) 


BRAVE  ENVOY  51F  M  Heron-EUl:  IM?  . .  p  lawn 
COBLE  11  TFDMcCjj"  iQ-13  -  -  .  T4ar*s 

HEART  FULL  OF  SOUL  MFPStttnpare  IC-rZWMtFaUno 


t  2  JAZZ  TRACK  16  «  l0-‘3  _  CMaufc 

S  3Z  HLBH1DE  LAO  22  0  Hichjfcw  IC-tl  . R  Jofinsao 

E  SOUTHERLY INWD  77F Q  Sisvntf  KM2  .  PCBterry 
7  26  WARfllft  16  C  '«rftrc  10-12  ...  J  CatfflhS) 

S  5f0WEETANDSBi  16T'J»ainQ-l2  .  .  E  HustoM  Cn 

9  AVR0  AVIAN  IKf  ?J  Canndm  i0-7  _.  ..  .  LWw 

10  6  BDLLiRO  17  J  3enj  10-7 .  Dfiuttr 

MARSH  MARIGOLD  152fGri«ir:  13-7  .  X  Amum  {Si 
MARYTAVY  103F  PR  kYcAt*  10-7  .  R  G*nny 

?*  JJD0N$P£LL  23  IB)  U  iffliKrn  ID-7  .  S  Curran 
'  --  -  TQey 


il 


U 

14  3US  1AISTANG  SGALL'l  !6  j  (Ardje  TO-7 


100 

84 


£0 


n-3  Ki (trite  LM.  W  Jtz  last.  9-2  Vvmsrfy  Wirt  10-1  5 ram  Enwj.  U-1 
tovary  ffi-i  Warm  3J-I  otttn 


1.00  SOUTHPORT  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4.577: 2m  41)  f5) 

1  -331  DHYALl  DANCER  10  (OF.G  S)MPm7-:i-£  c  Maude  QS 
210-1  STORMY  PASSAGE  14  »0.S1P  HclM  M1-5  .RJomsoi  U6 

3  -3Z1  iVMJAM  30WW7  3  (0.5]  J  J  0  Ttan  A-li  -5  .  ?  Catetn  12B 

4  56Ji‘  BALLWAUOlAN 595 S Bln" 7-1  l-O  .  _  OPaflw 

5  a<F-  SALES  OF  LAUGHTER  407  r  Hrjer  0,|  i-fl  I*  j  Toad  R) 

M  Smn:/  PKagt  2-1  Onali  Dmcei.  7-2  1,11)30  hhrny  ?.r  GjIe  « 
Urgtta  33-1  EUlraughsi 


1 .35  WIDNES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3.225. 2m)  (5) 

1  5-34  STAR  SELECTION  21  (15)  J  Mseh:  B-tl-12  E  HusbM  O]  RH 

2oji»  ocaeACK  t4  c/.s.si p  Hstti  s-n-u  .  . .  c  huh  W 

32110  5AINT  DEL  14  (CO.fi.3)  F  9-11-1  .  RJotsson  133 

43202  QUANGO  7  «S)  J  Frt&rahJ  5-10-13 . ? Cartwij  131 

9  0-tTftAtt363a0AN£I7m.W(5r<isra5-:(M  XAHpura(5)  1ZZ 
5-3  Stir  Seteaw.  3-'-  Sami  Ofl  t-1  Greenturt.  Ciango  3-2  Rinyt  Skane 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAHB4S.  T  Rusts.  4  wnrere  Iraru  9  runners.  4MH,  F  Jortai.  5 
Iran  14  Kni.JRcnaaid.  14  ham  55. 25  5^:  0  SUbuboiL  4  tram 
T6. 25  tn.  tl  7n«ffl)-B9W8s.  IS  ton  73. 24  7i 
JOCKEYS:  C  Mamie.  8  mrnerc  eon  36  rides.  2£23L  F  Leahy.  3  firm 
18, 16.7%.  I.  Wyer.  9  (ram  62. 14  5%.  T  Jenta.  3  tram  21. 14  31,  P 
Hrwn.  ID  ton  75, 13  3%  R  GaraBy.  5  ton  41. 1i2% 


2.10  ST  HELENS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6.730: 4m  110yd)  (8) 

f  «W  lURHIYG  RK  T4  ifi.SJ  0  ffctwiOT  10-12-0  .  H  JatKcn  145 

3  3-22  COURT  MELODY  26  iB.G.S)  P  rfcttolb  9-11-1T  Mr  J  Tiaart  1 31  147 

1 0(HJ  KI1E5HN  T4  (G.S)  il  Mapws  11-11-10 _  .  SCurap  [S 

<  3F-ffUL  OF  OAR  21(B5i  rife  KKjsjW  u-1 1-6  .  R  GanC|  W 

5  R«I5  GRANffi  BRAKE  21  N  T-Crse  it-iT-t  . .  C  Maude  in 

6  1-11  MU  OF  PRAISE  21  (C.6.S)  0  Snrwjcd  7-n-J  .  .  P  Sits  115 

'  PD-4  fflOHT Uffi  23  (CiLSI  J  i  JYfaS  i J-1J-5  .  ...  PCxUrr,  T3S 

6  2-43  Off  THE  BRU  47  (F.CLS]  Ur.  Z  BnOntm  12-1C-C 

Ur  M  Bradtone  15)  K' 
9-4  Htm  Ql  Plane  7-2  Coui  Vfciotfr.  11-2  Tunmj  tra.  7-:  Grarje  i-1 
F'jll  01  Oac.  10-1  Fran  Une  0t!  The  Bra.  12-1  Kiltwin 


2.40  EBP  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Qualifier:  £2.906-  2m)  (7) 

1 -RM  STOMES8Y  J7lG»GMAIocreMi-5  .  JCabpfiW  102 
0  3-42  AMLWCH  34  J  Ban  4-11-0  .  _  DPxKa 

3  34-2  8DM8ADI  22  Mra  0  UrynwiS-n-O  .  Plbo  ItM 

4  3- SALESMAN 273 Gtounr. 5 -ii-O  _  BHantegGi 

5  LORD  YORK  T  ForJcr  5-H-O  .  ...  ..  .  PCartmy 

6«WlMAJESTa:saWI3aTfsrw6-l1-0  -  -  _  fijuftraw  QS 
7  fi^WCMGAN  BLUE  26  WJ-Ai  5-11-0  .  _  1 3erJts  ~ 

ii-:  SiiiKij  3-i  Galchan  4-1  Lati  Yort  9-2  Airh«P  ::-2  it: 

Maveac  Sound.  33-1  Ulchs*.  3 <tx 


3.10  BOSTON  prr  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4.622  2m  40  (8) 

1 1D3-  PARS0MS BOY 291  IC.G.S) 0 Ri3ars 2-1i.:3 BHantoc (jt  130 
2  T-32  BEACHY HEAD  14  !D.G5)JJQ!tell  9-11-9  .  RJtftnsw  147 
2  D-43  VAUWT  WARiBOT  28  (CDJr.dS)  U  Hxanax  9-!  1  -4  H  toQ  154 
4  54-3  EVffl  BLUE 22  KXSl Mil C Ben 9-IQ-12  .  . CKauft  135 
533U5  SPANISH  UCHT  45  (COF.S)  Q  i  Eano»  E:  S-iO-U  .  ?  ftrei  ^ 

6  l M.  BSmciK  :« (D.fiSr  U  liSim  «-  M-r* _ _  r  Jms  t33 

7  2-20  RUSTIC  A»  16  (BF ^.S)  l  *0-10-7  _  P  Carton  149 

8  P-02  HGH  AUTlTUDE  17  (D.G.SV  M  i.tQO  __LW*o  143 

3-1  BeacP?  Head  4.i  Vaant  Wamw  9-2  Rato  An  6-1  h-sfl  MPSi*.  7-1 
Paran  Bor.  B-r  Evw  (Sue.  IB-1  Ddkidfvo  !$-1  Scac.r*  by? 


3.40  7HELWALL  5TANDAH0  OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FUT  RACE  (£1,306.  2m)  (9) 


1  F-J  f€STIVt  TEAK  T9  (B.S)  0  ffaftjlsjn  S-iMi  toXasxi  W 

2  04}  UAQAJS  MAXIMUS  56  Mb  S  Lamnran  Si  I  ™  Pthnn 

3  IfifflffiR  CRU  U  TflStinsf  5-11-4 . PCdrtKi« 

*  0  TBU.  MONTY  56  M."  J  Bra*  5-11-4  .  _ W«f 

5  62-  TIME  WARRIOR  239  G  U  Mm?  6-11 J  NKasrtvi?) 

6  5/0- YffiSTERLY  264  J  ncCfaJj  E-n-4  FLaafiyO) 

7  06-  A1LSAE  217  fAn  J  Braun  4-10-13  . .  Gltt 

6  6  SUPREME  SPICE  29  F  tAjjiiy  4-10-12  ,  .  .  M  FosW 

9  DIME  POLECAT  196  WJente  5-10-13  . TJsaa 


4-7  Faslhre  Teste,  1 1  -2  njo*  Marlw.  ?-!  Prarate  Cra  8-1  «te3F*»  16*1  *crw 
SpM.  S-i  Stapius  Maonc.  Tell  Mcnj  Aiae.  Tss  Pjuat 


BUNKERS)  FIRST  TIME:  Haydock  Pane  ,i25  Mac?spefl 
Liigficrfcl  Ppric  tZTS  FYovuioc  T  SO  Awn  Oflctmc.  Uttantor  ■ 
1 2.55  WTar  Jim  Wants,  13  5S  «20to 


THUNDERER 

12.15  Nessun  Dans.  12.50  Gfretomi.  1.20  Miss 
Roberto.  1.50  Teaatr^.  2L25  Aikley  Roya f.  2.55 
Thermal  Warrior.  3.25  Polar  Rambler. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES)  SB 


12.15  BRANDY  BUTTER  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.323  2m  110yd)  (4  junnere) 

1  1122  NOBLE  TOM  1 1  fBFAF.G)  P  EcilOS  S-12-0  .  .  M  Dure 

2  1M  KELLY  MAC  11  IDF.G.S)  0  0  Bnen  7-11-9  .  J  Gofetwi  (4) 

3  5X-2  fCSSUN  DORO  16  (G.S|  S  UeUcu  5-T1-4  —  ...  Cfflgtt) 

4  -M3  PROVWCE  15  (B) C  llm  4-tO-lC  .  - JHagu 

tetPe  Tom.  5-2  Ntssm  3m.  IM  Kerry  Mac  5-1  Pmouz 


12.50  PORI  &  STILTON  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2.667-  2m)  19) 

t  W4  MMDffffUl POLLY 32 (OjJl P NrctBlft S-tMC  LCrenrrtas® 

2  1562  CRATOti  13  [F.GI  P  ftWWB  7-11  h  _ _ _  S  Fffl 

2  jos  BnAMJAPPiAiffa(p^ija»fl>7-ii-r.  isouepiafp) 

i  P-1P  W5TO  COURT  25  (DJ5)  A  Trend  6-114 - CRm(7) 

5  504>  VBWKXW  il  ID.S1  M  Ketitav-As  7.10-11 _ B  CUKonJ 

S  3243  CHTT  SAY  12  J  fodlej  S-1fl«  -  . . 8  Fmoo 

7  4JTP  DW0R1S31  ff)Mr,UtoanbM-iO . .  MRetaKh 

5  2P64  HSHAN0  FLAME  9  4  Baton  2-1 C-B - -  P  Hnlev  (3) 

9  P-54  coa  SPOT  11  GEmstt  9-10-7 - - RBaUny 

74  Ham.  4-1  YlaBHUI  Pour.  Mr*;  Coyn  7-1  Pom  Swtee.  Cail  Sj». 
12-1  «0Mo5t  Ffera.  20-1 CW  SpK  25-7  <*as 


1 .20  HBLB  CHRISTMAS  MARES  ONLY  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£3,385: 2m  3f  110yd)  (4) 

1  1111  HATTWE  SHORE  21  (F  AS)  C  Mun  S-12-0  Mr  K  R  ODyv  (7) 

2  4123  MSS  ROGERTD 14  (B.S)  J  O^Ka  4-11-8  ttcftMl  BlBHWi  (3) 

3  31-0  IAKEAUBUO  33  (Si  0  Sheructi  4-11-5  _  M  Retorts 

4  -163  MERMEN*  17  (F.G)  G  rtAiarf  7-10-7 . — .  B  Faster 

4-5  tear  Store.  3*1  MW  Robma.  5-1  LteSmi  7-1  Taksarwo 


1 .50  PLUM  PUDDING  JUVENILE  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (3-Y-0:  £2.546. 2m  110yd)  (12) 


? 

3 

4 
6 


f 

10 

11 

73 


6  HEUBACH  BUYS  J  Fares  i(M2 -  JRyan 

JSSTB) MPJUTE S7F 8 Peire  10-12  .  .  PHenbr(31 
P  MYSTIC RflXie 5 B Crew  10-12  .  .  .  IteKROteymi?) 

S  OflCHTAL STYLE 39 GBjJdms  13-12  -  ..  BCSflonJ 

2  SWDIG  WEST  17 (BF)  P Ecdas  lft-1?  ....-0C*iBMr 

TEAATHAL  «9F  C  Eouen  10-12  . .  B  Fawn 

403  2AFAREUJ  <  J  Jettons  TO-iJ  -  .  iRKwaagb 

P  AUMT0APHSE31  ffl]  Ural  Fttcftads  10-7 - MRkturtS 

4  maLRY46P« WriJwlO-7  -  -  - -  MrPSeoB 

SffWA  I8f  0  O'Brien  ID-7 ...  J  EotttWn  {71 

SWEET  EMMALNE  385F  C  Heattky  10-7  .  Uss  A  Dudry  (7) 
womttSTALomn  i64F u raw  ip-,'  _  tumna 


5-2  Sauig  WS.  7-2  Teatai.  4-i  ZtoHi  7-1  MySic  Rtlje,  6-1  cflwn. 


2.25  SF  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Qualifier:  £2.384: 2m  HOyd)  (11) 


t  113-  ARKLEY  ROYAL  315  OLS}  J  OK  6-11-0 _  CLfanDn 

Z  760-  COOL  AS  A  CUCUMBER  302  0  Stenood  5-11-0  M  Rkbrts 

3  P  DERRY'S  GLORY  15  PHodger  5-11-0 .  lUwranca 

t  554  EMBARQ3  IS  j  Durian  S-11-0 . . .  Mr  H  Dteian  (7) 

5  352-  MASTER  PIlGRM  297  (BF)  S  Batdttg  S-11-0  ..  BFenmn 

6  PQ  PURE  AIR  16  Mm  C  Has  £-11-0 _ ft  Beamy 

7  4-  ROYAL  TOAST  ?T3  N  HendeooQ  5-11-fl  . JRKWaucn 

8  P0W  RUSSIAN  RIVER  717  J  Bridge  5-1T-0 .  BOWort 

9  43-2  TREE  CREEPER £Z  A TimeU  5-11-0  _ _  LI 

TO  OP  PETITE  DffR  15  A  Tumfl  6-10-9 . .  CRatl 

11  0W-  YARaEYJESTEH  277  0  GrsMfl  5-10-9 _ PHrtm 

2-1  Aitley  Rom.  5-2  Tree  Creeper.  5-1  Mteet  hlgrlm.  7-1  Regal  TmsL  6-1  Cool 
As  A  Quanta.  16- 1  Emtigc  20-1  Yjntoy  Jesier.  33-1  Bharv, 


2.55  MAC  V1DI  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3.259:  3m)  (10) 

1  -3F1  OANCETtLLYOUDRQP  25  (S)  P  Htnolt  6-11-5  ._  8  PovmI 

2  23-1  THBBAAL  WARRIOR  14 (DAS)  J OM  9-11-5 _ Cltenftn 

3  34,'  DUN  COAOV  E04  (D51  K  BaJej  8-10-12  .  .  P  Hanky  (31 

4  63P6  JAffiLM  COOL  11  G  tfafiterd  6-1D-12  .  Utctml  Bmnan  ^ 

5  32'3  LETS  RUUBLE  ll  (BFJ3.S1  R  Aba  fl-10-12  . PRofley 

E  342-  TAKE  THE 6UCKSQN 310 &F.S) C Itm  10-10-12  JMuaaOl 
7  U4P0  CASTLE  BARRY  11  A  M  hston-SmBh  6-10-7  _  J  GoKMn  (7) 
B  0  HLNGARUNDUSI2SG  Baton  6-16-7 _ BFenkn 

9  00-  PMUSITATE  21B  3  Fb*S»-her=  &-1D-7 _ LCumreniS) 

10  P.P-  TARTM  aORT  300P  RLePger  7-10-7 _ fim  N  Unger 

9-4  Tala  Ite  Bratofca  5-3  Thermal  flam#.  4-1  DmaMYMrap,  11-2  let 
Rattle.  12- 1  On  Coatf  itf-r  JEnreftre  Cad  Hungatatt  Queen.  25-1  aftm 


Pick  up  the  nhang 

W£  UEA  SjOTREEBET 

FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS  staking  S25  or  more 
usiDgSwitch^^taor  Solo  bank  or  building  society  debit  cards, 


2/1  Cool  Dawn 
10/3  Callisoe  Bay 
10/3  Unguided  Missile 
4/1  Call  It  A  Day 
10/1  Go  Ballistic 


3.25  HOLLY  &  IVY  MAIDEN  0PBI  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FUT  RACE  (£1,329;  2m  110yd)  (15) 

4-114  . .  MrHOuMopm 

- MteAftntorp} 

*4-11-5 . BPowal 


BE1W  M  SALT  J  Etoteo  .... 

HOTPOT  CNmorev*-:!-* - 

60  LOOK  SHARPS)  !£R  Badler  4-11 -! 
HffiUBVA  D  5b  wai  4-11-5 


jRtemwagb 

.  LHiriijr 
.  CLiBMlm 
DWtagher 


PAMPERED  fWr  Uss  L  Bens  4-TT-5 

POLAR RHWIRJ0M 6-11-5  . . 

43-  REPEAT  OfFER  364  PCuaW  5-11-5 _  ..  _ 

03-  ROCKET ROte 554 W Bent 5-11-5 - CWH*(51 

0  RWAL  VALOR  26  J  FtWi-HeffS  5-H-5 - ‘  J  GoMsata  (71 

THE  OLD  BAW£QGUESGlKm  4-11-5  -  UBaKtekrto 
TW  TOKLH)  fflftE  7  Georgs 5-11-5 .. .  MrOMePMI(7) 

KALE  J  Brito  5-U-O  .  . LAsfdd) 

4  S0LQSM24P Ainer 4-11-0 . NMrintoiffi 

0  STRtWGSW£i2.te*c«aa 6-H-O -  RWamy 

TffKflS WGHT Ui Uusson 6-11-0  _ _ BFantrn 


9-4  (tonal  fflte  7-2  Pots  fometo.  4-t  Befe*  He  Sat  M  SateP.  KM 
TaUeo  Mtft  16-T  Rod*  ffijn.  The  Old  Bnaeogees.  20-1  Share. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  A  Tunefl.  113  town  ton  34  nnwa,  29  4%,  C  ton.  3 
trora  11.  273%.  0  L  Moore.  9  tan  33.  27.3%:  JOM.  7  tan  28. 
35  9%.  N  HtOtoOB.  5  tan  2D.  25.0%.  P  NfeftqUs,  7  (mm  2S.  25MI. 
JOCKEYS:  A  Bate.  6  wbmn  bom  12  ntfos,  500%.  C  UmcMi,  6 
tram  31. 194%.  J  Karanatfr.  6  tan  39. 15.4%;  D  6*D»fw.  8  tan 
74. 1i» 


1*1/1  Harwell  Lad 
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RING  TODAY- BET  TOD * 

080044404 

f  lout  tatMJmftu  per  MUS]0.O»erJffic 

Tree  bet  ia  a  SJ0  Straight  Forec 
on  the  Ascot  2.20pm  today.  (pl« 
place  your  bet  and  make  y< 
free  bet  selection  within  | 
same  call.) 
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^  the  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20 1997  _ _ 

v  One  woman  is  about  to  challenge  the  idea  that  a  British  team  for  elite  equestrian  events  should  be  for 


SPORT  39 


men  only 


is  ready 


I 


f  I  ever  write  an  autobiogra¬ 
phy  of  my  competitive  career 
(a  highly  unlikely  eventual¬ 
ity),  I  shall  call  it  Beaten  by 
Schoolgirls.  That  should  ensure  a 
bidding  war  among  the  tahfojfo 
and,  besides,  it  would  reflect  one 
essential  truth  of  horsey  life. 

Anyone  who  competes  at  local 
show  level  must  leam  to  love  a 
beating  at  the  hands  of  a  schoolgirl 
Jt  happens  time 
and  again:  your 
blazing  jump-off 
time  is  beaten  out 
of  sight  by  some 
16-year-old  girl  rid¬ 
ing  a  143  that  can 
stop  and  turn  on  a 
sixpence;  she.  of 
course,  has  never 
seen  a  sixpence. 

If  you  like  the 
horsey  life,  at  a 
non-professional 
level,  then  it  helps, 
to  like  women.  You 
spend  much  of 
your  time  sur¬ 
rounded. by  them: 
awe  arbres  de 
jeunes  filler  en 
jodhpurs.  Me,  I  al¬ 
ways  say  I  like 
horses  because  I 
haven't  discovered 
beys  yet 
But  in  all  the 
horsey  disciplines, 
the  doser  you  get  to  elite  sport,  the 
fewer  women  you  find.  And  this  is 
true  even  in  showjumping:  an  area 
of  sport  famous  for  its  galaxies  of 
female  winners.  Today  at  Olympia, 
the  top  class  of  the  week-fcsrg  show 
has  a  start  list  of  20:  and  only  two 
riders  are  women. 

One  of  there  is'  Veramque 
Whitaker,  the  estranged  wife  of 
Michael;  the  other  is  Di  LampaitLI 
did  not  suggest  to  Lampard  that 
this  imbalance  had  come  about 
because  beys  can  ride  better  than 
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girls.  "Olympic  potential,"  she  said 
other  top  horse,  Abbeville  Dream. 
And  that  means  the  partnership* 
not  the  horse  on  its  own. 

It  is  a  strange  thing,  this  male 
take-over  of  a  sport  duo,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pyramid,  is  almost 
exclusively  female.  It  is  as  if  males 
had  taken  over  synchronised  swim¬ 
ming  —  but  only  at  the  Olympic 
Gaines.  The  lade  of  elite  female 
riders  was  one  of 
the  matters  ad- . 
dressed  by  the 
working  party, 
which  was  gath¬ 
ered  together  by 
the  British  Show 
Jumping  Associ¬ 
ation  to  look  at  the 
sport's  fadings,  its 
virtues  and  its 
future. 

The  report  will 
he  published  in  the 
new  year,  but  I 
know  what  it  win 
say  because  I  was  a 
member  of  toe 
waking  party.  We 
agreed  that  one  of 
toe  sport's  attrac¬ 
tions  was  the  equal 
terms  business: 
men  against 
women,  head  to 
head  and  may  the 
best  human  or 
equine  win. 

The  sport  suffers  from  Golden 
Agery:  but  at  least  toe  Golden . 
of  showjumping  existec 
Showjumping  really  was 
primetime  television,  showjumpers 
were  regularly  voted  Sports  Per¬ 
sonality  of  the  Year,  and  the  nation 
conjured  with  such  names  as 
Marion  Coates,  Pat  Smythe  and 
Annelje  Drummond-Hay. 

Since  those  days,  women  have 
made  grounds  in  just  about  every 
area  of  sport.  There  is  even  a 
serious  likelihood  of  women  being 


Lampartf  at  toe  Olympia  stables  with  Equity,  left,  and  Abbeville  Dream,  the  horse  with  wings  on  its  beds.  If  it  trains  on,  and  stays  sound,  the  partnership  should  pay  dividends 


permitted  to  join  MCC  in  the  new 
year,  a  last  bastion  if  ever  there was 
one.  On  their  home  ground  of 
showjumping,  though,  women 
have  been  squeezed  out  In 
showjumping,  time  has  run  back¬ 
wards.  Women,  have  waved  from 
winners  to  second-dass  citizens. 

lampard  has  no  doubts  about 
the  principal  reason  for  this.  Ron¬ 
nie  Masarella,  the  Great  Britain 
team  manager,  has  said,  simply 
enough,  that  women  are  not  as 
good  as  men  and  that,  given  equal 
rivals  for  the  same  place  on  toe 
team,  he  win  always  choose  toe 
male  and  drop  the  female. 

Lampard,  surprisingly,  likes 
Masarella.  She  also,  unsurpri¬ 
singly,  profoundly  disagrees  with 
him.  “He  brought  tods  about  and 
Iti  say  that  if  he  was  sitting  here," 
she  insisted.  No  doubt  she  has 
done;  and  wfll  again,  but  the  real 
task  is  to  make  herself  and  Abbe¬ 
ville  Dream  undroppable.  She  is  on 
tire  right  trade  nothing  in  toe 


horsey  life  is  better  than  an 
improving  horse:  a  horse  of  huge 
potential  and  you  have  not  begun  to 
reach  tire  bottom  of  it 

But  toe  glass  ceiling  of 
showjumping  is  more  than  one 
man’s  whim.  The  sport’s  fell  from 
the  Golden  Age  has  hit  women 
harder  than  it  has  men.  There  are 
very  few  top-level  shows  in  this 
country.  To  seek  big  events  and 
elite  competition,  a  rider  must 
travel  to  the  Continent  —  and  do  so 
again  and  again. 

It  is  a  hard,  dispiriting,  relentless 
business  and  it  can  be  very  expen¬ 
sive  of  private  and  family  life  Atop 
showjumper  spends  as  much  time 
on  the  road  as  a  minicab  driver.  It 
is  a  hard  life,  even  though  it  is  one 
full  of  horses  and  lit  with  sudden 
shafts  of  glory. 

Lampard  has  a  son,  Henry,  aged 
six,  and  that  gives  her  and  her 
partner  a  delicate  juggling  act 
Lampard  is  an  individual  with 
plenty  of  ability  to  focus,  but  she 


also  requires  the  ability  to  be.  as  it 
were,  an  intermittent  monomaniac. 
She  has  no  wish  to  run  a  family  at 
long  range. 

It  works,  it  is  working,  there  is  no 
doubt  of  that  For, ‘at  40,  she  has  not 
only  the  new-kindled  fire  of  that 
exciting  decade,  but  also  toe  horse 
to  take  her  where  she  wants  to  be. 
That  is  always  the  great  thing  for 
anyone  involved  in  toe  professional 
horse  sports. 

Naturally,  it  is  harder  for 
a  woman,  perceived  to 
be  at  a  disadvantage,  to 
get  a  horse  with  elite 
potential.  It  is  easier  for  the 
Whitakers,  but  that  still  doesn’t 
make  it  easy. 

Lampard  is  not  about  to  whinge 
about  that  particular  problem, 
because  as  far  as  she,  at  least,  is 
concerned,  it  has  solved  itself: 
enthusiastic  owners,  one  of  whom 
had  a  dream  of  the  horse's  future 
success.  And  with  the  owners  came 


a  horse  with  wings  on  his  heels. 

A  strange  animal,  too,  as  I  visited 
him  in  his  box.  Not  hostile,  not 
shovingly  friendly,  not  jumpy  and 
alarmed.  There  was  something  of 
the  cat  about  him:  the  same  self- 
contained  diffidence.  He  allowed 
himself  to  be  patted,  since  the 
approach  was  made  with  tact  and 
rircumspection.  Gave  very  little  of 
himself,  cat-like. 

Pick  toe  pocket  of  a  horse-person 
and  you  end  up  with  no  money  but 
plenty  of  extra-strong  mints.  Abbe¬ 
ville  Dream  ate  my  mints  without 
going  overboard  with  gratitude  or 
greed.  This  is  a  horse  with  a 
singular  nature. 

Once  you  have  the  horse,  you  are 
no  longer  playing  with  a  stacked 
deck.  A  horse,  a  horse:  it  is  the  cry 
of  everybody  in  the  horsey  sports. 
Every  apprentice  jockey  knows  that 
if  he  had  a  horse  fast  enough,  he 
would  win  the  Derby.  It  is  one  of 
toe  oldest  jokes  in  raring,  the  jockey 
criticised  for  losing  a  rad?. 


apologising:  “I  couldn’t  go  without 
the  horse,  my  lord.”  lire  crucial 
skill  of  the  aspiring  jockey  and 
trainer  as  not  so  much  riding  and 
training  good  horses,  as  getting 
hold  of  good  horses  in  the  first 
place.  Once  you  are  established  as  a 
good  trainer,  the  good  horses  come 
to  you  as  of  right. 

But  Lampard  has  got  her  horse, 
and  if  he  continues  to  train  on,  and 
—  the  biggest  if  of  all  in  the  horsey 
life  —  if  he  stays  sound,  there  is  a 
good  deal  more  to  be  seen  from  toe 
partnership.  She  is  not  doing  it  for 
toe  cause,  of  course.  Professional 
athletes  are  not  in  the  business  of 
doing  things  for  causes.  She  is  not 
even  doing  it  for  the  laudable 
aim  of  sniffing  it  up  Masarella, 
though  that  would  be  a  passing 
pleasure. 

She  is  doing  it  for  the  same 
reason  as  everybody  else  out  in  toe 
ring  today:  for  the  pursuit  of 
victory-  Doing  it  for  herself.  And  for 
the  horse,  of  course. 


Imperial  Call  faces 
more  hurdles  on 
*  way  to  Cheltenham 


By  Chris  McGrath 


IMPERIAL  CALL,  toe  W96 
Gold  Cup  winner,  continues 
his  tortuous  journey  bade  to 
the  top  of  the  chasing  ladder 
with  an  outing  over  hurdles  at 
Navan  today.  Having  missed 
a  few  days’  work  after  his 
comeback  against  Dorans 
Pride  at  Ckmmel  last  month. 
Imperial  Call  is  thought  to 
need  this  unamvenrfcmaL  pre¬ 
paration  for  a  rematch  in  tire 
Ericsson  Chase  at  Leopards- 
town’s  Christmas  meeting. 

Fergie  Sutherland  endured 
a  frustrating  time  with  Imper¬ 
ial  Call  last  season,  the  geld¬ 
ing  eventually  being  polled  up 

when  defending  his  crown  at 
Cheltenham.  But  he  showed 
much  of  his  bid  dash  at 
Clonmel,  albeit  in  a  race  that 
turned  into  a  sprint  over  tire 
last  two  fences  —  at  precisely 
which  stage  he  blew  up. 

It  will  probably  be  no  easier 
to  interpret  todays  perfor¬ 
mance.  He  will,  naturally,  do 
well  to  handle  tire  smaller 
obstacles  half  as  well  as  his  IS 
specialist  opponents  —  nota¬ 
bly  Cockney  Lad,  outstayed  by 
Istabraq  at  Fairyhouse  last 
time,  but  expected  to  confirm 
previous  course  and  distance 
form  with  Thealreworld. 

Rough  Quest,  runner-up  to 
Imperial  Call  at  Cheltenham 
before  his  brilliant  win  in  tire 
Martell  Grand  National,  has 
likewise  had  his  problems 
since.  Yesterday,  however, 
Terry  Casey  declared  him 


ready  for  tire  Pertemps  King 
George  VI  Chase  at  Kempton 
on  Boring  Day.  After  riding 
Rough  Quest  in  score  light 
work,  tire  trainer  was  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  gelding  has 
taken  last  weekend's  come¬ 
back,  behind  The  Grey  Monk 
at  Haydodt,  in  his  stride. 

There  were  ten  other  King 
George  acceptors  yesterday, 
though  tire  field  will  diminish 
further.  Algan  and  Go  Ballis¬ 
tic  are  in  action  at  Ascot  today, 
white  Djeddah  and  Senor  El 
Betrutn  will  not  run  if  cootfi- 
tions  remain  testing.  Chal¬ 
lenger  Du  Luc  has  an  altern¬ 
ative  engagement  in  toe  Row¬ 
land  Meyrick  Chase  at 
Wetherby  the  same  day  (when 
potential  opponents  include 
Sparky  Gayle).  The  remaining 
Kempton  acceptors  are-One 
Man,  Suny  Bay,  Barton  Bank. 
See  More  Business  and  York¬ 
shire  Gale. 

Rough  Quest’s  successor  as 
-Grand  National  winner  was 
lord  Gyflene.  now  out  for  tire 
season  after  training  prob¬ 
lems  of  his  own.  Steve 
Brookshaw,  his  trainer,  at 
least  has  tire  consolation  of 
another  rising  star  in  Listen 
Timmy,  who  made  it  three 
wins  from  three  visits  to 
Utirateter  yesterday.  He 
quickened  away  in  the  home 
straight  and  will  now  be 
raised  in  rtass  for  the  Dipper 
Novices’  Chase  at  Newcastle 
on  January  17. 


Make  A  Stand  ruled 
out  for  rest  of  season 


JKMAKERS  were  forced 
vise  tiirir  Smurfit  Ctein~ 

Hurdle  prices  yesterday 
■  Urns  revealed  flat  fast 
's  winner,  Make  A  Stand, 
nlikdy  to  run  again  this 

iabraq  has  been  trimmed 
a  point  by  WBKam  Hfll 
beads  the  Chsanpwti 
ng  at  *2.  The  same  horse 
-5-1  dear  favourde  wim 
whSe  Istabraq 


are  not  looking  too  good  so  I 
think  the  guv*nor  has  derided 
to  give  him  a  season  oft" 
Make  A  Stand,  an  impres¬ 
sive  afl-tbe-way  winner  in  tire 
Champion  Hurdle  last 
March,  has  been  on  the 
course  smce'fimshihg  a  wm- 
Iputm  third  to  Bimsey  m  tire 
Martell  Amine  Handle  at  the 
Grand  National  meeting. 


x  in  the  Coral  fist 
kc  A  Stand  has  hear  m 
afr&reaadhistrato^ 
ti  Pips,  has  afready 

red  irians  to  run  the  scc- 

-•  * the  Pertemps 
Hurdle  at 
pipe’s  assistant. 


m 


the  Tolworth  Hurdle  ^at 
Sandown  on  January  10  for 
Grey  Shot's  next  appearance. 
The  grey  earat  a  16-1  quote  for 
fee  Champion  after  to  an- 
nressive  Taunton  success,  hot 
Balding  has  yet  to  r^ea^c 
jg?  Gny  Shp»  wDHake 

his  chance  at  Cheltenham. 
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GOINS:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES) 
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12.20  IfFLEYSHOSROASTHAIflJICAPCHASE 
(£4,182: 3m)  (4  nmners) 

1  M2  RECTORY EAHSJEN 23ffif^DAS]  T Fojto, 5-11-11  JCdUy 

2  PM  GQBW.  POKSO  23  (C.G«T  Grage  6-11-7  .._  RlbMtoa 

3  11F-  ORCHESTRAL  SUH*  261  (8f.ftftS)  Ua  G  IVbean  9-11-1 

UtRWHbS) 

4  114-  SWBJtt  LAD  284  (BFJXftF,S]  kin  T  Metres  Stoner  9-10-6 

T  Rnd 

64  Musts  SMb,  2-1  (tatty  tUrdw,  3-1  fiwmi  Fongo,  6-1  5tofc  Lad. 

1 2.55  NANNY  BSBfSIEM  BOOKMAKERS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.51 6: 3m  110yd)  (161 

1  V13  VBWESWRVEST^pJASJDWBSam  9-12-7 

WSDtnckE) 

2  3-22  NEW  VIE  KNOW  12  (RF.DAS)  U  Stappad  9-11-S  - 

DJKnapashffi 

•254  JOHMft-K  25  D  Kkfafcon  6-11-2 - HThma 

0-14  IKE  STAN  8WA&3L  Imp  S-W-U -  R&r* 

AM  HOT  LEADER  22  T  Gap  7-10-13 - S Wynne 

3810  THHJY BELOW  7  ff)  II  Cbqnn  5-10-13  _  WHtaMopn 
P-40  C0RAIHTC  25  5  Bmtftn  7-10-12.  Was  H  Braokttav  (7) 

-808  0PSETTO  15  Uo  S  No*  7-10-10 _ J  CcftXy 

5S-  DAW  2B2  H  Hottatata  8-10-8 - Bay  Lyons 
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.  JO  2532  CYPRESS  AVENUE  10  Mb  V  Wad  5-10-2 -  Wl 

II  A304  TO TWOf  17  fty  J K Cassml 6-1D-J - RMaswyBJ 

12  4-P6  WHHJUWMrei4BJJJ01«n  4-10-2  _  LCnnrg 

13  4333  E5XW0  MSS  9JSJ  J  Madto  4-10-0 - ASSMb 

14  6080'  HOTSPUR  STREET  IS  E  L  Janes  5-10-0  list  $  Saramtti  0 

15  4552  THlAPOflKY  11  fi  Staswn  S-TM - A  Bates  (5) 

16  -30U  ALZDHC 12  P)  J  Norton  4-10-0 -  OPwns 

9-2  JftanHC.  5-1  IOC  Sat,  7-1  U  Usrfcr,  Cypress  Am*  Utott 
toon  TdepMfr,  10-1  Hemes  Karel  12-1  ton. 

1  .30  TECHNICAL  WGH  SCHOOL  PAST  PUPILS 
NOVKES  HURDU  (£2^58: 2m)  (16) 

5-31 .  BBBOMpagffilfig  V\ 
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CHARUE  CHANS  Sff  B  Uwclyn  4-10-12  —  Ur  5  HMtwl 
CffiWU.  GROOM  29BF  D  Sta  MO-12  (3) 

F  DRAMA XM6 14 BUMUyR MO-12 - UrJLLMhn 

BOD  BHSm  WATT  39  BJRJWni  5-10-12 - Btaap) 

0  60  BH1MMA 11  f  Jonfcn  4-10-T2 _ DByraa 

NDfl  RLDU  2B1F  S  Bradota*  MM2  -  SWy» 

XQXIHARY  57F  A  H  tone?  B-10-12 - S  McNeM 

LEAD  ml  DM  516F  K  Oonertori  4-10-12 - MR*®- 

8D  W5TER CHFS71  J Hn 6-10-12 -  JCoMjr 

POUflPHOSPECT  TV  Photo  4-10-12 - GTomwy 

BOO-  SCHOLAR  66EBI 384  6  YMqf  5-10-12 - -  V  Steday 

SOUAffi  DEAL  173FSBwrt»o  MM2  -  TBauaribe 

STOIC  RBGEIBBFOShsiwod  5-10-12  _  0  J  Kanrap  (5) 

0  ROYAL  GBUDH  28  D  WMns  4-1M -  Mr  S  Dcrae*  (5) 

4-5  BoU  6*4.  4-1  nomad,  B-1  Was  PWWS,  14-1  tnr  Rlou.  SSra  Hdp; 
1M  Kaaeay,  20-1  6a  Manob.  33-1  atas. 


2.00  HEATHYARDS  ENGINEERING  NOVICES 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,269: 2m  51)  (4) 


1  D2P  ZAnoOH  30JF,G)  0  Hdubm  6-11-10 -  RTtwrakn 

2  0-20  HSffiY CONE  14 SF.G)  Ulss  V WiEaro 8-11-2  .  SMfc(7) 

3  0-14  MBHIIDODSlfflF.GjrfiiimT-HM - SHfrw 

4  3024  RAfiASMT  17  (Bfl  P  *itu  HM - J  CUkty 

7-4  5D  Heay  Cm,  3-1  RapmA  4-1  Htfi  Mood 


2.30  HOUGHTON  VAUGHAN  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£4,770: 2m  4f  110yd)  (6) 


112-  Raau«2B1247 
1-11  SP9UQ  34WS1 
2511  MMORMRIYl 
-210  BLDBERUWB1 
3/3-  AMTRAX  EXPRSS 


Mbs H KnioM 8-12D  _.  JCoBMy 

Mrtntol  5-11-10 - Rlhondon 

FAS)  S  Bousing  MID  fDaseonAe 
ELBA -1J  DIM  4-10-13  L  Cans  (7) 
!  (ILF, BA  to  J  Pflnwi  10-10-11 

DLaMiy 

6  311-  BEGGARS  BANQUET  382  fPfSt  P  Baatnnd  7-1M0 

BGntaa) 

5-2  Rad  Btaw.  3-1  Sttendd.  9-2  BhdM  Begun  Baaeci.  0-1  M  Uonjny. 
10-1  AmtskEenss. 

3.00  Df&  WORLDWIDE  EXPRESS  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£3310: 2m)  (6) 

1  -211  LAKE KAR8A 24  ffl,S,S) P  Kdnta MI-12 —  Rltartno 

2  W-  LOGICAL  STH>  288  DGaWifcM  1-fl — - - DUaby 

3  /OR  P0LLYKBDU  609  R  BnAWtanO-11-O  .. — — —  BTwroy 

4  FV3U  TEMCSSa  KDJG  17JD5)  A  Fas*  7-11-0 _  WMusUn 

5  244)  THE  FENCE  SHMMEHIS  D  UcCaki  6-11-0 - S  Wya« 

6  TOPPERUO  J  UcCnaodK  8-11-0 -  SKcMsG 

2-5  Uta  Krta.5-1  Tonsstt  Kko,  6-1  Lsgtal  Slep.  18-1  The  face  SnM. 
33-1  Toppalta.  50-1  PnOytonsta. 

3.30  WEATHERBYS  STARS  OF  TOMORROW 
0PBM  NATIONAL  HWT  FLAT  RACE  (£1 ,488: 2m)  (15) 

1  4  BR0GAMER14  to  J  Mann  5-11-4 - D 

2  0  OEMCSnULY'14  Mrs  J  ntam  5-TM  - 6  Ho 

3  MACH  YWSD0II  K  BaBsy  5-17-4 - S 

4  MASTER  LOREN  T  Gone  5-11-4 - S 

5  021-  MY1NEE  HAN  220P  (F,S)  ASlncbr  MI-4 - 

6  4-8  ODOA’Sawa 24 M Shappnl 4-11-4 - T DaKondM 

7  .  0  OMEHNE MAN 59 TPHMSe 4-71-4 - M«wtoi(7) 

8  5  RH0GNBGRBAY21  Wn  HKnsM4-11-4 - JCu* 

9  35  SLEETUG 5G J UaeHa 4-11-4 _ EHnsbud! 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 


SUHTHYTESPECttLL'LaisO  5-11-4 - R! 

TAOTS  REVBK  M  MdHM  4-11-4 _ AS! 

OUE  STOPFER  IBs  S  Who  4-W-13 —  Ms  5  DmajS) 

020-  DNCV DORA 255 (BR J K CiesaffS 4-10-13 - DBym 

0  SaiA'S  G01 157  B  fewaton  MM3 -  JPmr(7) 

0  ILL  TOMORROW  12  D  Mcuan  510-13 _ Hr  G  Late  (7) 

7-4  Bragseier,  4-1  Itaarf  Wfadan.  6-1  Den  Caotey- 6-1  My  Wee  Msn,  Rhasn^p 
Bay.  10-1  SurrNiyiK  SpacaL  14-1  Staling.  151  ottea. 


ts; 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


63. 


TRAMBIS:  B  Stovsaj,  4  ten  Iran  4  nan  IKK;  L  Lugo.  4 
ism  7.  57.15b  0  Stawi*  2D  km  69.  act;  D  T 
19. 26.3%;  K  Badey.  27  tom  121. 223%;  S  Brootatnr,  14 
222%. 

JOCKEYS:  J  CuOote  7  tarns  km  27  iMb.  259*  S  ttMtB.  9 
km  59.  iS^fGHogan,  3  kom  20. 15J%  A  S  Soft.  5  tan  35. 
143%;  G  Tuny,  7  km  51, 13.7%;  T  fesenmta.  3  tram  22. 136%. 


GUIDE  TO  THE  WEEKEND  FIXTURES 


TODAY 

FOOTBALL 

Kick-otl  3.0  uttosa  slated 
SCflEWRX  DfHBCT  LEAGUE:  Premier 

(S«teian:Back«nflvPauitonR  Brtdgwteer 

vKeyrasham;  Bnolngtor  v  Taunton;  Bristol 

Manor  Farm  V  Barnstaple;  Caine  v 

Bridport:  Chard  n  Chippenham;  Elmore  v 

IMv  Bittefoid; 

Odd  Doan  v  Toningtan;  Wssttnuy  v 

TKema  Las  PhUpaOup:  First  round: 
LarkhaO  Atti  y  Ofracndbe. 

MMEHVA  SPARTAN  SOUTH  MID¬ 
LANDS  LEAGUE:  Premier  division 
south:  Amareham  v  Beaconsfcid;  Brook 
House  v  BaidngEkte;  Hanwel  v 
Brimscknwi;  RuteUp  Manor  v  Haringey 
Bonx  SI  Margaretsbuy  v  Harteiew 
Woodtord  v  Lfeigdon  Boro.  Premier 
cfvfeion  north:  Lon^otd  v  Bedford: 
LBtchHWlh  v  Buckingham  Athtakr. 
London  Coiney  v  frache  Sparta;  MfKxi 
Keynes  v  Hoddesdon;  PWlare  Bar  v 
Harpendan;  Toddraion  v  Royslon;  Wel¬ 
wyn  Garden  v  Biggleswade  O'Brien 
Butchera  Trophy:  Fourth  round:  Waltham 
Abbey  v  Horner  Green;  Cocldostens  v 
ArteseyToMi. 

SOUTH  EAST  COLW7JES  LEAGUE 
Rret  dhiMon:  Carrkxldga  LAd  v  Norwich 
(11.0);  GKnghamvQyaai  Palace  (11.0} 
Ipswich  v  Anrenol  (11 


Areanal  (11  A):  Layton  Ortem  v 
(11.0):  MnwUvVratford  (11.0): 
Park  Bangers  v  POrismoiAh 


Queans 

(10.45);  Tottenham  v  infest  Ham  (11. (q, 
Second  division:  Bremtoid  v  Swindon 
Briglxon  v  Barnet  (11. CJ:  Brtelci 
Cfly  v  Oxford  Utd  (11.0):  Colchester  v 
Tottenham  (110);  Rearing  v  Bristol 
Rowre(11.0);SaumamptonvVWiTbiedon 
(1 1 1Q:  Wycombe  v  Lulon  (1 1 .0). 
ENDSLBGH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMEBNATION:  Premier  rivision; 

BotehH  Swifts  v  HWigate:  CofeshW  v 
Handrahan  Tlmbera;  Davd  Lloyd  AFC  v 
Metr  KA;  Dudtey  Spoils  v  Ahrechuich;  GPT 
srcestero;  Kanflwoifh  v 
Star  Kings  Heath  v  Chedvn 
BKL  v  Massey  Ferguson 

_  v  Covontiy  Sphinx.  Preei- 

tfents  Cup:  Critetts  Green  v  Fackanham 
OLD  BOYS  LEAGUE;  Premier  division; 
Old  Hampton  arts  V  Gten  OB:  Latymer  OB 
v  Enfield  OG;  Old  Sunontans  v  Old 
Meadonians.  Senior  first  dvisfon:  Old 
BuckweMans  v  Ctspham  OX.  Old 
Sahratorians  v  Chertsey  OS:  Old 
Relgiflicins  v  Phoentx  OB:  Old  Wisemans  v 
Ola  Manoriane:  O U  Wewcnhfans  v  Old 
KIngMxjrtsiis. 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE: 
First  dMsiorc  Atharun  LR  w  Mossiey: 
Blackpool  Rows  v  Datwen;  Chadderton  v 
Si  Helens:  CStheroe  v  Namwich  Town, 
End  v  BurscouE^X 


RESULTS  FROM  YESTERDAY'S  TWO  MEETINGS 


Uttoxeter  . 

Grina  oood  to  soA 

VLAD  (2m  41  IlMMfll.  OAUDIA 

S_ECTWC  JD  Gafegher.  '  " 

Andartto  (R  Oumnody.  1*2 1 
Animal  /NWttarstn  iS-ft .  _ 

4  ChLrehtwm  Gten  (6th}.  loMariborcugh 
(5th).  25  Good  View,  33  Not  For  Parrot 
^.IWArt^rtiHBWncesa.LisSaLgfteri 
Abbey.  9  ran.  a  131,  ia,  a,  20L  M&  c 

johnny  at  Choctim.  Tct*  £21  so; 
£5.10.  £150,  £1.10.  OP  £3020.  Tffcr 
£37to.CSF:£91J3S. 

1.10  (3m  di)  1.  HOOOSD  HAWK'(M  A 

sshuji mnsu 

fl  Cow  Rmner  ®h),  10  Lugs  Brtririiaaft 
14  Lovable  Ouftew.  16  Oteflne  Outs.  20 
Granham  Plicte  (fl.JBlcartD.  25  Bamncei 
(8tti),  Sprtog  To  Gfoty.  33  PdoPony,  50 
QiartafrlwiH,  Hit  The  Fen.  18  ran.  -41, 3. 
14L  6L  4L  N  Hendorson  si  Lamboum. 
tSk  E5.TO;  CT.10.  ££G0.  £130.  ttSO, 
OF:  £7230.  CSF:  £7652.  Trbw: 
S779A1.  Trio;  ES3220.  (part  won;  pool  of 

S104J96  canted  toreraid.  to  l£5S 
UttCMtear  today). 

\M  (2m  hdta)  1.  NtPPBI  REB)  (A  P 
McCoy.  11-2),  2,  Raffles  Rooster  P 
Sherry.  13*  fcafl.  3,  Wton’a  Pride 
Wynne.  14-1).  Alio  RAN:  9-2  Centre*, 
Elms  |SN  Dfego  (4th).  11-2  Suras 
5m.  6  ran  9.  W.Sl.  ifl.SL  R-Stanson 
ffl  ftoML  Tour.  CS^O;  £1.70,  BISiDF: 
£500  CSF:  £13.22. 

£.10  Cm  (48  1.  RANDOM  ASSAULT  (Mr 
O  MrSial.  1l-q;  2,  -Barri^eea  Boy  (T 


Jerks.  8-11  tear):  3.  Mouse  Bird  (R 
Dunwoody.  2-1).  ALSO  RAN.  33  Ckcute- 
Uon  (4th).  4  can.  KR:  SubUma  Fellow.  51. 
hd.  risl  D  Nlchoteon  at  Temple  GuSing. 
Tote  E5.80.  DR  £3. 7a  CSR  0.71. 

Z40  (2m  hdte)  1.  SILBIT  VALLEY 
Thorton,  94  lav);  Z  Alter  Hours 
Magee,  133J;  3.  Cattouy  Cmae 
Afzpuru.  9-2).  ALSO  RAN:  5  My  Hera.  8 
Pairtck.  S  Owners  Gkxy  H«Hj.  12  My 
Beto  (6!h),  16  Sun  Fray,  SHr^pmoa. 
33  Fm  Line  (5th).  Zone;!®;.  11  ran.  3, 0t, 
rist.  131, 121.  M«9  L  Siddrel  si  Tedcaattsr. 
Tola:  £3  JO:  El  JO.  £lJ0,  £1.70  DR 
£23  JO.  Trio:  ElfiJO.  CSR  £16.47. 

3.1D  (2ro  41  chl  1.  LISTEN  TttttlY  fS 
Wynne,  MS  (a/) ;2,  AbGoMty  Eeprinama 
(BPOhmI,  6-1):  i  in  The  Blood  (R  Dwi- 
woody,  11-2).  ALSO  RAN:  7  Donrtnaon 
(4th),  25  Organ  Ftertel  (I),  33  Sevan 
Potato  Mora  (5th),  66  Share  Ughwng, 
SkteDrier.  B  iwl  Fa- Dande  Dove,  a,  liS; 
dfeL  ia  S  Brookshaw  re  Uffington.  Tote 
£1.60;  £1  JO,  £220,  £1.12  DR  £5.00. 
Trio.  £2.70.  CSF:  £442. 

3^0Em  41 1 10yd  hdty  1 .  LORD  OF  THE 
RIVER  (J  A  McCarthy,  6-5);  2.  AKfiC 
Camper  (R  Johnson,  fay);  3,  Ssb- 
btfog  Brook  (R  Dunwoody,  20-1).  ALSO 
RAN.  50-1  King  Paddy  t#i).  06  A  Varna 
To  Order  (5th).  100  Lord  Sabre,  200 
Sharp  Alice.  7  ran.  NR.  Sweet  Lord.  a. 
eta.  2M.  3*1.  o  Shemood  re  Lfoper 
Lamboum.  Tota:  £2.10:  £1.20,  EI.IODF: 
£1,10.  CSF:  £217. 

Jackpot  not  won  (pool  of  £1 1.831.09 
canted  fonrard  to  Ascot  udaiy). 
Placapot  £23120. 

Ouadpot  £S9JX>. 


Lingfield  Park 

Going:  standard 

12.15  (im4f)  1 .  LAUREL  SEBCBH  (Mrs  A 
Perron.  11M  taw):  2.  Aquawita  (Mrs  S 
Moore.  5-1);  3,  VWdmoor  (Mr  G  BBott, 
3-1).  ALSO  RAN-  6  Arefeh  (4th).  10  Papfia, 
Shahk,  14  Flow  Back  pity,  IBNobfeHeto 
(GBit,  33  AdScrv,  Dossas  baa  Let  Cm, 
Profession.  12  ran.  W,  2KL  5L 12L  VI.  Mrs 
A  Patted  re  Putoonxjgh-  Tate  £3.70, 
£1  £0,  EZIO,  £1  SO.  DF:  SMtL  Trio:  £S20. 
CSP.  £15.78. 

12.4S  (1m2fi  i.  LEGAL  ISSUE  (TSprake. 
5-1):  2,  JubBas  Scholar  (A Clark,  d-2  far): 
3.  Hayrii  Janes  (M  Fenton.  5-1).  ALSO 
RAN:  6  GuBseflmafion  (4th),  7  Unte  Miss 
Rteel  (SM,  1M  Mulll  Frandisa  9  Grid 
CSbpw.  IGSetari,  20  Na  totoheechu,  Our 
Shedee.  25  Motemani,  33  CbaEfguards 
Here,  IG  CH  Saga.  Memory’s  Made  (Sh). 
14  ran.  Hd,  4L3W.  fl,  2»L  W Haigh  el 
Maton.  Trie:  ESSO;  £1  JO,  090.  020. 
OF:  £23.40.  Trio:  £2020.  CSF:  E24S8. 
Trtcast  £11121. 


_  laddfejR _ 

Friends  (A  Whelan,  5-1).  ALSO  RAN;  15-8 
tavDanang0e3tfoy(S8n),  TCapfan'sDay, 
10  9ter  Harrow.  14  EcLb  Poly  (5ft),  16 

HdncI;20  Magazine  Gap.  Sharrarrataz, 

25  FbnKrni.  33  Ruby  Estate,  50  Mias  fcre>. 
14  ran.  Hd,  Itl,  dd-w,  2L  SL  G  L  Moore  re 
l  Ttjte:  £258a  £7,00.  £42ft 
:  £1 30.  WBiduI  Fifaxta  SO  60.  DF: 

£65.50.  CSF;  £14065.  Tricari:  Brtodrie 

£597.11;  Mriianris,  Protores  Bay,  WUhout 

Frtenda  £381 74 

1-80  (51)  1,  'AIST  ANOTHER  TIME  (P 
Roberts,  2-1  fa/);  2,  Privres  Seal  (A  Ctek 


10-1);  3T, 

.  ALSOR/ 


5-3;  3.  Wsa  Breutnaa  (N  Catttste.  10-1). 
ALSO  RAN.  S-2  FSBicy  WTniaky  (5tti),  Super 
Gel  IGh),  12  Derate  Times  («ty.  6  ran. 
m  «L  1  ML  hd.  31 J  Beny  re  Cockarham 
Tote  £320,  £2.10,  £2.10.  DF:  £4.50.  CSF; 
£6.88. 

2S0  (6i)  1.  APOLLO  RS3  (Candy  Moris, 
11-T);  2,  ttetacegata  Touch  (P  Sradey, 
11-2):  3,  Ramsey  Hope  JR  Cochrane 
14-1).  ALSO  RAN:  1 1-B  far  Oipaaad  Bay. 
5  Robo  Magic.  9  Sdssre  RW90  I4ih).  11 
Hal  Tone  (Wl),  14  Tha  Man  Again  (Mi) 
20  Johray  Staccato,  Plain  Goz.  lOran.  11, 
Ml,  1ML  11.  G  L  Moore  re  Brighton 
Trie;  £11.10;  £3.10.  £200.  £4 Stt  DF: 
£11,60.  Trio:  £1 72.4ft  CSF'  £68.04. 
Tricast  £81225, 

£50  (im)  1,  HANUMAN  HIGHWAY  (D 
Biggs,  7-1);  2.  FM*  (W  toan.  5-11;  3. 
Pleesmdencer  (Emma  O'Gorman,  im 
far)-  ALSO  RAN:  S  Scotland  Bay  (4th). 
13-2  Free,  8  Technician  (5th),  9  Catadoc. 
33  March  Fthyd-Y-Grug,  Rad  Risk  (6th). 
Sanmv'sShiwte.  lOtrei  nr  Fkre  ktea.  a, 
m  12).  61.  a  MTonretone  at  Newmatkei 
Tote  £6.70;  £230.  rtJO,  £1.10.  DF: 
£1£L80.  Trio:  £16.70.  CSF:  £40  43 
3£0  (71)  1.  COSSACK  COUNT  (P  Doe. 
9-1);  2  Chuctrers  Shadow  (W  Ryan. 
11-2);  3,  taw's  Deed  [A  Whrian.  13-2):  4. 
Makoaka  (R  Parham.  8-1).  ALSO  RAN:  5 
fav  itsindireKwt,  5  Lift  Boy,  Mogn  (Wi).  ID 
La  Petite  Fusee.  Share  Imp,  12  Sizzling 
Sty,  IS  tag/s  Grab  Hre.  30  Aegean 
Sound,  Regal  Splendour.  25  Royal 
Carton,  33  QteTs  Lady,  SO  LUfe  Plgrtn. 
16ran.6l.hd,  Hi  Ki.  if  SDowaiEpaom. 
Tote  £13.70:  £4.70.  £1.70.  C1-S0.  £3 10 
DF:  £74.90.  Trio:  £33120.  CSF'  £5577. 
Tricast:  £345  30 

Ptacepot  £3820.  Quadpot  £1920. 


Hasfingden  v  Alhenon  Cofiefiej; 
KWsgrowe  v  Ramsbonom.  Ptescol  Cables 
v  Hoscer  CM  Bovs:  Rosseratela  v  Wamng- 
Ion:  Sated  v  Newcastle  Town:  Vamhall 
GM  v  Maine  Road 

SOUTHERN  AMATEUR  LEAGUE: 
Lunsbury  v  Polytechnic.  Qv6  Service  w  Old 
Actonlars:  Carshakon  v  Norsemen, 
Crouch  End  Vampires  v  Sonh  Bank; 
Lloyds  Bank  v  Easl  Bamel  OG;  Okt 
PaimtenanG  v  West  Wickham-  Barclays 
Bank  v  Okt  Lyoraan.  Old  Satesians  v  Old 
Parfconians;  Old  Owens  v  NaiWesJ  Bank- 
Old  Esttumetans  v  Winch  more  Hil.  Cuaco 
v  lAdtand  Bank.  Souihqaie  Olympic  v 
Alayn  OB.  Bank  ol  Sigland  v  Kew 
Association:  fas  v  Brerrtham  Old  Wesi- 
minster  Clttzens  v  Old  Stationers..  Morton  w 
Broomfield. 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE  Premier 
division:  BusUehrime  v  Krrtcn  Town: 
Cradey  Tcawr  v  Oartastor  EOngshaU  v 
Btonwch  S:  Gomal  A  v  Mahrem  T;  Lye 
Town  v  WectfiekJs:  Stourport  S  v  Streicrd 
T;  Walsal  Wood  v  Brierley  Hill  T: 
WolvBihamplon  C  v  TrvaJale.  Wolvw- 
hampton  v  Ludkw  T 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE  Premier  dhnsion:  <3acton  v  Ely 
Fetasowe  Port  and  v  Dtss:  Great  Y01- 
moirti  v  SuSsrey.  Hawch  and  ParKestcr 
v  Wroxham:  1-kston  v  Gorteston  LowestoH 
v  Halstead:  Slowmarkei  v  Fakenham. 
Sudbuy  v  Soham.  Tlptrea  v  Nowmarkol. 
Wartwys  v  Wbodbndge  Town. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE  Flrei  di¬ 
vision:  AFC  Newbury  v  Lymington,  Art- 
dww  v  Wirrbcsno;  Boiffnerrwjft  v  Cowca 
Sports,  Brodeenhurst  v  Easl  Cones. 
Downton  v  Easrteign.  Gospxi  v 
Aerastrudures;  Romsay  v  Ponsrnouth, 
Thattham  Town  v  Bemenon  heath, 
Whitchurch  v  BAT. 

UHLSPORT  UNITED  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE  Premier  division:  Cogcnhoe  v 
Buckingham;  Ford  Sports  v  Desbotough. 
Hoftteach  v  Yaxley.  Mirriees  Btackstone  v 
WeTrigborough;  Potton  v  Long  BucWjy:  Si 
Neals  v  Stamford  Spakfino  v  Nonhamp- 
km  Spencer;  Swiloldv  Bourne.  Vltootlon  v 
Boston. 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE 
First  revision:  Hassocks  v  Whirehawk: 
Horsham  YMCA  v  Chchesler.  langney 
Sports  v  RereaJ;  MBs  Oak  v  Wick.  Pacjiain 
v  Burgess  Hft  Portfetd  v  Hailsham; 
Sakdean  v  Easiboume  Town.  Selsev  v 
Ringmer;  Shoreham  v  Peacehaven  or>1 
Tetacombe.  John  O'Hara  Cup:  Second 
round:  East  Gmstead  v  Arundel  Third 
round  Lraiehampron  v  Srin?»rafar  Assoc 
WWSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE-  Rret 
rfivtetan:  Beckenham  v  Hema  Bay: 
Canterbury  v  Sheppey;  Chatham  v 
CrocfcanWB;  Corirahan  v  Thamermead. 
Deal  v  Favasham.  Erfth  v  WhUtJablc- 
Town.  Hylhe  v  VCD.  Lordsuaod  v 
Greenwich:  Ramsgate  v  Swanfey  Furness- 
State  Green  v  Folkestone  inweta:  Tun- 
bndge  Weis  v  Cray 

INTHUNK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE 
BarwsU  v  Rocester  BkKvnch  Town  v 
Sandwefl;  Bridgnorth  v  KnyporeJey  V. 
Kings  Norton  v  Rushan  i>  Oldbiiv  v 
StapenTd;  PeisallVv  Stratford  T.Persriore 
T  vlokbriwa  St  M.  Shrtnal  T  v  Chasotown: 
Wednesfletdv  Halesowen  H:Wk6d  Police 

vr  WBenhaS. 

NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Premier  dtasteri:  Qjson  Ashton  v  Maltt* 
MW:  Denaby  v  Settry,  Eccfeshm  v 
ThacMey.  Qasshouahicn  Well  are  v  Ar¬ 
nold.  Haflarrv  v  Shetrteid;  Hat»K«  Mam  v 
Brigg  Town;  HucknaH  Town  v  Pontefract 
Cots:  Lhrersedge  v  Ossetl  Albion,  North 
Petrftty  v  Armthorpe  WeUaw:  Ossett  Town 
vRckering 

ESSEX  SENX3R  LEAGUE  Prom**  di- 
rtstoa1  ftjrrriirer?  Rambtera  v  Eton  Manor 

FA  PREMIffl^ YOUTH  LEAGUE'  Corentry 
v  Queens  Park  Rangere  |1 1 20) 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Ktek-off  ZO  unless  staled 
SflJC  CUT  CHALLENGE  CUP:  Second 
round:  6RK  v  Leigh  Ease  Charleston  v 
SartctewontJ,  Dewsbury  fctoor  v  Cotton. 
DudeyHrt  v  SMrtauglr.  Easoncor  v  Leeds 
Unweralty:  Egremcni  v  Hull  Dockers. 
EUenborough  v  Oueensbuy;  Folly  Ljno  v 

Askanc  HtyKteck  v  Waishead.  Howreth  v 

Clayton;  Hinsfol  Worms  v  Milam 
MayDefe)  v  Featherstora  Uwa;  Moidaroen 
v  Siddal;  Mytor  Warriors  v  Norland; 
Overaten  v  W^an  SL  Patnch’o;  Queen's  v 
Bovwityr,  Stamngtey  v  Farownh  ROB; 
Watesy  Central  v  Lagh  Miners,  Wigan 
Ro*  Brttas  v  West  Hull;  Woolston  v 
Oraian  St  Anne's,  Worth  VHlago  v 
Tnofrtil 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE 
Fast  tMskxr  Backbroci  v  East  Leeds 


12.301:  Milord  v  Barrow  Island:  Shaw 
Cross  v  Wigan  St  Jude's.  Second 
division:  Eccfos  v  Dodwortb  (2.30).  York 
Acorn  v  New  Earswick. 

HOCKEY 

ESL  SOUTH  LEAGUE:  Kent/Sussex: 
Btackhealh  v  Marden  Russata  Worthing  v 
Brighlon. 

WOMEN’S  REGIONAL  LEAGUES:  East 
AsNord  v  Haleston; 

Bury  St  Birunds;  fpswich  v 
Sevenoaks  v  Welwyn  Garden  City 
EAST  INDOOR  SUPER  LEAGUE  (re 
Aldenham  School.  12.30). 

MIDLANDS  INDOOR  CLUB  CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP  (at  PerdsweB  Ulan  Centre. 
Worcester,  8  30am.  and  at  Wyre  Forest 
Glades  Arena,  Kidderminster,  9.30am) 

OTHER  SPOTT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwoteer  Loaguec  LoL 
cester  Rttters  v  Watford  Royafe  (7.30); 
Worthing  B«ars  v  Birmingham  BuAeis 
tS.01 

BOXING: 
champ 


Lcauae  Centre,  Belfast). 
EQUESTRIANISM:  Olympia  irtemabonal 
showjumping  champiora*Bps 
ICE  HOCKEY:  Superire^ua  Newcastle 
Cobras  v  Bracknel  Bees  (6.30).  Express 
Cup:  SneRfofd  Sreelera  v  Manchester 
Storm  (7.0). 

LACROSSE:  Shepherds  Friendly  Soci¬ 
ety  League:  Premier  revision:  Stockport  v 
Cneadte.  HUmerans  v  Heaton  kfasey; 
Cheade  Hufrne  v  ftoynton.  Timperiey  v 
Boardman  and  Eccles.  Okt  Wacoraans  v 
Sheffield  Uniwisity. 

TOMORROW 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

SILK  CUT  CHALLENGE  CUP:  Second 
round:  RedhUt  v  Lock  Lane  (12  30). 
OTHER  MATCH:  Bramtay  v  Hunslet 
(12.01 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budweisar  LauuCK  Shef¬ 
field  Sharks  v  Chester  Jets  (60);  Btmv 
rrtgham  Bulets  v  Manchester  Gtarfts 
16.301.  London  Towers  v  Worthing  Bears 
(5  0) 

EQUESTRIANISM:  Olympia  intemailonai 
shov/(LnTipa>gchampiontfifos 
HOCKEY:  East  Indoor  Siroar  League  (at 
Aldenham  School.  930).  Midlands Indoor 
Club  Championship  (at  Wyre  Fciest 
Glades  Arena.  10  0am). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superteague:  Avr  Scottish 
Eaqles  v  Bracknell  Bees  (6  30);  Newcastle 
Cobras  v  Sheffield  Snefere  (B  JO);  Cansn 
Dovrfe  v  Manchester  Storm  (B  0). 


THE  t£89t  TIMES 


SPORTSSERVICE 


RACING 

Comraeniary 

CaU  0891 500 123 

Results 

CaU  0891 100 123 


.  FOOTBALL 

Reports  and  scones  from  the 
FA  Carling  Premiership 

CaU  0839  555  562 

Reports  and  scores  from 
(he  Nationwide  League 

Cali  0839  555  512 

Calls  cost  50p  per  minnle 


40  INTERACTIVE  TEAM  FOOTBALL 


the  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20 1997 


Enter  the 
league  and 
win  £10,000 

Do  you  have  the  skill  to  choose  a 
team  and  win  the  FA  Cup  league? 

A  £10,000  prize  is  up  to  their  present  allocation, 
for  grabs  for  the  From  now  on,  all  new  teams 
winner  of  the  brand-  will  receive  20  transfers  for  the 
new  FA  Cup  league,  duration  of  the  season.  Fostal 


A  £10,000  prize  is  up 
for  grabs  for  the 
winner  of  the  brand- 
new  FA  Cup  league, 
a  league  within  the  ITT. 

Entrants  to  ITF  will  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  in  the 
FA  Cup  league  when  the 
players  in  their  team  compere 
in  the  FA/Tennents  Cup 
rounds.  From  January  3.  Eng¬ 
lish  Premiership  players  will 
begin  the  knockout  and  Janu¬ 
ary-  24  sees  the  start  of  the 
Tennents  Cup  round  involving 
Scottish  premier  division 
teams. 

This  is  your  chance  to 
choose  a  team  specifically  for 
the  FA  Cup  league.  All  players 
start  scoring  when  the  cup 
rounds  involving  English  and 
Scottish  premier  divisions 
begin.  All  teams  wifi  be  allo¬ 
cated  transfers  to  use  at  their 
own  discretion  but  remember, 
the  sooner  you  enter  the  more 
rransfers  your  team  will  be 
allocated. 

Any  team  in  the  ITF  before 
12  noon  last  Saturday  received 
20  extra  transfers  in  addition 


to  their  present  allocation. 
From  now  on,  all  new  teams 
will  receive*  20  transfers  for  the 
duration  of  the  season.  Fostal 
entries  must  be  received  by 
Tuesday  December  30  and 
telephone  entries  by  10am  on 
Saturday  Januaiy  3  in  order  to 
score  points  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  FA  Cup  league 
competition.  Entrants  must  be 
IS  years  or  over. 

By  competing  in  the  FA  Cup 
league,  your  players  will  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  for 
matches  played  in  the  English 
and  Scottish  premier  divisions 
during  tile  l°97-9S  football 
season  as  well  and,  if 
approprate.  in  the  mini 
leagues  —  students'  or  wom¬ 
en’s. 

By  scoring  paints  in  the  ITF, 
your  team  could  win  the 
monthly  prizes  of  £1,000,  a 
signed  Miire  football,  a  Mitre 
sports  bag  and  a  pair  of  rickets 
to  a  premier  league  match  by 
scoring  the  most  points  in  any 
one  month.  The  mini  league 
(student's  and  women’s)  also 
carry  monthly  prizes. 


nun  i  .  .  .  _  j 

Study  the  Cup  draw  (the  Scottish  draw  will  be-made 
in  January)  and  the  fet  of  players:  Sele&ypurfeam , : 
‘as  follows:  •  ■ -siv  .■ 

You  have  £35  million  to  speridij&S^gi^  dfiT  :£- 
players  and  a  manager.  .. 

You  must  pick  1  goaJkeeper,2  fall  backs,“^^^fel''-  •  |g 
defenders,  4  midfielders,  2stgters  and  a 
You  must  not  pick  morethaif^wd^IvidiieilsJtw^^S 
players  or  one  player  and  a  manager)  from  tffe  jmfm 
same  club.-  -  -  • 

Yourteam  must  be  made  up  of  12  indlviduste^^M 
anyone  time  but  you.  may  l?^nsferv^r 
and  out  of  your  team  asycn^S^^;apbordi  r^byot^^f 
'transfer allocation.  - 
You  may  enter 

the  entry  form 
outside  the 


■s'ei 

Issfl 


L:  Mi 


t  ■  ISr*. 


pfeSftfryour 

pfffiPricfeWfeh  to-  i 

r:  •  f. X -*?*!.•  Pi  J 


>oame: 

■fUtiai&K 


Is),  ymC^nSrtie,  addrefe_" 
number^ 


•T:fc 


•  v-i-.p*. 


PREMIERSHIP  CLUBS  IN  FA  CUP  DRAW 


Portsmouth  v  Aston  Villa  .  -  I, ' 

•  Arsenal v  Port  Vale  .  •  1 

Leicester  Ctty  »  Northampton  Town  ' . 

Leeds  United  v  Oxford  United 
Everton  v  Newcastle  United 
Liverpool  v  Coventry  Ctty  , 

I".  West  Ham  United  v  Emfsy  '  •>  . 

•  Oertry Countyv Southampton  ,  '  r. 

Tottenham  Hotspur  v  Fufltam.  v  > 

Crystal  Palace  v  Sositborpe  UMterf 
Watford  v  Sheffield  Wednesday  ^ 

"  .Chelsea  v  Manchester  United  *  •  V  . . 

WlmWedon  v  Wtmxhmo  *v 

Btechbani  Rovers  v  Wigan  Athletic 
.  Barnsley  v  Bolton  Wanderers 
Tie*  to  be  played  on  January  3  and  fi : . 

ITF  Tame  and  aandnknK  <  Y>x  must  cnerrv3ughnemod>acKv<n4i  you  vKduoptiytn  2.  Entae&rtusl 
ij'pt,  mm  re  •jxr&zsntt  rt  try  m,  asSswonpn  3  Tuora^notmrediolMruartwialcnmiapenon 
ar  may  rule  4  rto  rmovgtoMy  n  accecwd  to  law  or  low  cure  ouo  to  mwiMexas  beyond 

ourconnd  wdeson oatto  maudttc  » inccnplew  ereresare  nvSftrdiiorf  win  noi’ehjntt  The  eqttputm  t 
record  ti  me  cr>0>  od  bo  conodetwt  to  bo  tfw  coy  £  Tito  ITF  awnlltee  a  dooson  rj  Uriel  rcgirang  all 
asomn  «  ITF  6  rdeturmo  (flW.  jrd  Banslw  an*  by  ToudHsno  iTJTHiF}  Uricphono?  arvy  imoa 
OT>txaviiGle0Hone'jnuiia-BniaiuaMu7«ioTiiudt49nei  7  PromoMnd arw crounawv copy reuonq 
to  The  TnwiTr*  Sindav  Fmu  ITF  m  jarnman  wttn  LlmCra  no  Wrtroet  and  9",  Spam  Imeracuue  e 
Pisttn  >«r,wi oe nuiuduod  jmamooMvaury  ana: Ujr*>  9  Ctfiaal  up&ieapUytrs-'nBWjin  tez 
■M  TO  puunrted  in  Thermos  10  Tie  ■jppn»gr»a  mow  -roar!  ream  mows  tha  most  Domain  Kb 
FA  Cup  VdKio  mmeewrtjlneaponaricBJlnonwit'iirinc'  aveOrp*  «4ioooarr  Thwoari  oornanWv 
pnzee  11  Tho  lap  ptiae  hn  tie  Ren  ITF  gamo  -joes  to  me  cntrani  whose  team  lean  me  mast  o ores 
i»7-aeiooiba«icaB5n  Tharc are  aw secara  and  two puea pru»i  m  «» «m at  ileie 
bong  nons  man  orav»wri«iytf  meoopoayona.  atc-area,.  wiDopcui*  12  TTw  mmago  a<  mo  morti 
pres  wO  go  u  mr  ooirart  nnose  te»n  setvea  Ibe  toki  pt*r*;  n  ary  tro  monuv  TTm  (0  tft«  man  tTF 
game  ma  ron  leejuos  ard  sw  imomei  league  in  mo  event  oi  mac  pemg  mo.c  man  ono  league  «mar. » 
wrmatwiaBdiascnaHBOiam  1 3  r*j  «jm  Be  e*g»w  n -*n  a  pnao  dtleaa  me*  Raw  aewsed  by  ilw 
oompeeiwi  mles  w  ScoiciV'l'B  oountlor  itw  Engisn  ano  3C3irin  porvor  dwreinn  ana  FAO(uT«rnoftti  Cue 
imvoivTig Bi^ivn  and  Sctvwn (aenwv dwuon uomoi  maiciies  la  me  1991MW  seaaon  is  Cakiateromi 
*V)U0UWa«w»mai7£Kpi™was  Cafe  cos'  Xppamnj!?  Cafe  Von  cur  lYwiej  c«i  apfvtjamajsn 
aod»>.  16.  The  aareotiKm  n-  nor  '3per.  n  omwoyees  ol  Mews  wenvaonai  BStyS.  Vmi  raUbves.  egens  or 
egons  'eunves  17  if  a  player  at  manager  moves  team*  ounng  iheaaaaon.  ,•  may  aircc;  ma  oomooiHon  of 
your  leant  You  may  ad/x?  you r  wam  by  ranq  ms  traralor  system  >3  avoid  tresing  Ob'  OR  points.  IB  FiP 
eetidnanons  on  row  voa  payvn  wi  scan  pom.  how  to  v«ki«  and  ncMi  In  cncclv  yota  aoore  imd  posaen  In 
me  leaoua  ®e  onrasd  ever/  neefc  m  The  Tans  ig  You  may  plat  emsr  a  new  laam  by  LmoDno,  bw  inteniei 
ic^  0W0  ill  MO  tor  oeiatui  and  sy  El-,  S»WU  Wwaowe  lEigToe  page  I1BV 


TEAM  NAME 


Goalkeeper^ 
Full  back[ 
Full  back[ 
Central  dsfender[ 
Central  defender^ 
MkJfielderf 
Midfielder  [ 
Midfielder  [ 
Midfielder  f 


THIS  SECTION  TO  BE  COMPLETED  BY  ALL  ENTRANTS  , .  T' 


(Up  to  16  ctwocursi 


First  Name„ 


Surname  — 


Address. 


—  Postcode - 


- . . — - ! - : - - - 

- — — Diytime^ ;  : 

•  ‘  '  '  ." *■. •  •  ... 


Cheque/ PO No _ ■■  ;:.J; _ 1 _ ; - 

This year  ITF  incorporates  separate  mini  leagues.;Pfe£^eiick  the  conect  leaguefs)  for  your  entry. 


□  Women’s  -  ■■■.  1  Laudent  • 

League7  y  '  "---i — I  League  ’ :  2  “ 


CnCK,®SraUParay0^lB-«n  ZS34D  asuwn  '45-54 □  •6S64p'8S+n  iffalS^TI^31’  less  than  anbea  month  r~t.'.j>>j5^rw>^  mohrft  3^4  times  a  month  f~^( 

ISd  Less  than  once  a  week  □  1-3  times  a  week  □  4-6  times  a  week  □  0  rc .  Y“  Q  ^  Q  .  /  V^.  D 

Send  your  entiy  with  £2  entiy  fee  (entrants  outside  the  UK  or  Rep  of  Ireland  £10  sterling)  to:1he  Times  Interactive  Team  Football,  Abacus  riot^,  Dudl^  Sb^eL  lJUtim,  Bedford^'ire  LU1 3ZL  < 


."I — 1  League  •  >:  •  —  L- JCe^ie  ' 

Entrants  must  be  18  or  over  to  ptay  in  the  fTF  league,  the  Women's  league 

and  the  Students’ league.  ", 

''r “■  ' ' ' *  •-*• 

■How often  do' Vou  read  •  '  r  •’  ,T 


GOALKEEPERS 


BThatchar 
K  Cunning  ham 
A  Kimble 


Wimbledon 

Wfrnbledon 

Wimbledon 


J  Leighton 
D  Seaman 
M  Bosnlch 
D  Watson 
TFtowera 
K  Branegan 
SKarr 
J  Gould 
EDeGoay 
S  Qgrfcovtc 
C  Nash 
K  Miller 
M  Poom 
SDyMra 
I  Westmtor 
N  Southall 
G  RoushA 
C  Raid 

O  Gottskalksson 
D  Lofaovtc 
NMartyn 
K  Kader 
D  Jamas 
P  Schmakhal 
S  Howie 
S  Given 
AGoram 
K  Pressman 
P Jonas 
A  Main 
I  Walker 
LMMosko 
N  SuMvan 


Aberdeen 
Araenal 
Aston  Vffla 
Barnsley 

Blackburn  Hovers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Celtic 

CaWc 

Chelsea 

Coventry  Cky 

Crystal  Palaw 

Crystal  Palace 

Derby  County 

Dundee  Unfed 

Dunfermline 

Evertnn 

Hearts 

Hibernian 

Hibernian 

KIVnamock 

Leeds  United 

Leicester  CBy 

Lrverpao) 

Manchester  United 
Motherwell 
Newcastle  United 
Rangers 

Sheffield  Wednesday 
Southampton 
SI  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  United 
WlmWedon 


CENTRAL  DEFENDERS 


FULL  BACKS 


L  Dixon 
N  Wbitetbum 
E  Petit 
S  Staunton 
A  Wright 
SOreyson 
F  Nelson 

NEadon 
N  Thompson 
D  Barnard 
J  Karma 
PVafecy 
N  Cox 
M  Whitlow 
R  Elliott 
J  Phillips 
T  Boyd 
T  McKWay 
J  McNamara 
G  L»S*m 
D  Patrescu 
C  Boboyaro 
F  Sinclair 
D  Burrows 
M  Hall 
R  Nilsson 
D  Gordon 
UEdworthy 
J  Smith 
CPowsH 
D  Yates 
G  RowaV 
A  Hlnchcfiffa 
E  Barrett 
T  Phelan 
U  Ward 
G  Locke 
D  Kerr 
G  KaHy 
O  Robertson 

InSS*. 

JMcAteer 
R  Jonas 
D  Irwin 
ONevffle 
PNetriHa 
S  Watson 
W  Barton 
J  Barasford 
S  Pearce 
ACWand 
SStansaaa 
P  Bkmdaau 
INotat 

J  Dodd 
FBanaO 
S  Charlton 
CWMson 
J  Edinburgh 
SCarr 
J  Dicks 
Abnpsy 
TPraacfcar 


Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Asron  v&a 
Aston  Vila 
A sron  Vdja 
Aston  Villa 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Bamaley 

Blackburn  Hovers 

Blackburn  Rovers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Chelsea 

Chdbee 

Chabes 

Chelsea 

Coventry  Cky 

Coventry  City 


Crystal  Palace 
Crysai  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Derby  Co  urty 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 

Everwn 

Evenon 

Everton 

Everton 

Hearts 

Kimanwdk 

Leeds  Umtw 

Leeds  Untvd 

Leicester  City 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Manchester  Unted 
Manchester  Urned 
Manchester  United 
Newcastle  UnBsd 
Newcastle  Untfed 
Newcastle  United 
NewcaSte  Unftsd 
Ranger* 

Rangers 

Shenekl  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Hem  un  tad 
West  Ham  United 
West  Ham  united 


BOTMI 
TAderm 
M  Known 
G  Grimsnfl 
SBordd 
G  Southgate 
UEMogu 
ADe  Zeeuw 
A  Moms 
MAppfeby 
Ctfendry 
S  KcndtOZ 
T  Podersen 
G  Taggart 
GBergeson 
C  Relrelough 

HFtah 
E  Anoocl 
MMocKay 
AShrbbm 
M  Rlepar 
F  Loboeuf 
M  Dubeny 
S  Clarke 
B  Lombourda 
LDMsh 
R  Shaw 
PWatfema 
A  Robert* 
ALMgbsn 
D  Tuttle 
H  Hrddaraon 
IBttmac 
ULtursan 
S  Prassfey 
GShMda 
SBBc 
D  Watson 
CTflfer 
D  Weir 
J  Hughe* 
DWetharafl 
GKafle 
RMoIanaar 
LRodebe 
M  BUott 
P  Kaamark 
S  Walsh 
S  Prior 
M  Wright 
DMatteo 
B  Kvarme 
H  Berg 
D  May 
G  Paolater 
PAteart 
D  Peecock 
B  Haw* 

A  Platan. 

SPorrinl 
J  BJorklund 
L  Amoroso 
R  Gough 
D  Walker 
J  Newsom. 

P  Abnrton 
RDrydan 
C  Lurtdekvanr 
KUodwu 
S  McCluskey 
S  Campbell 
J  Stale* 

R  Vega 
C  Cakferwood 
RFenUnead 
R  Hall 
O  Umnvorth 
S  Pom 
I  Pearce 
C  Perry 
D  Blackwell 


Auardeen 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston  Vila 

Aston  VNa 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Btachbum  Revere 

Blackburn  Revere 

Blackburn  Rovers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolwn  Wanderers 

Baton  Wanderers 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Cette 

Chelsea 

Chelsea 

Ofelsee 

Chelsea 

Coverery  Ciy 
Coventry  CBy 


Crystal  Ratacs 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Patera 
Deby  County 
Derby  Coumv 
Dunks  Unfed 
Duntarmbne 
Evenon 
Evenon 
Everton 
Hearts 
Hfcemwm 
Leeds  United 
Leeds  Unftoa 
Leeds  Unfed 
Leeds  United 
Leicester  City 
Leicester  City 
Leicester  City 
Leicester  Chy 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 

Manchester  Unttad 
Manchester  United 
Manchester  Urered 
Newcastle  United 
Newcastle  Untted 
Nvwcastfe  United 
Newcastle  Untied 
Rangere 

pSSSU 

Sbn&W  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Soudwmpton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
St  Johnstone 
Tononham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Wes  Ham  imad 
West  Ham  United 
West  Ham  Uiwsd 
West  Ham  Unflad 
West  Ham  Untted 
Wimbkfdon 
Wimbledon 


mmt 


MIDFIELD  PLAYERS 


E  Jen 
P  Bernard 
UOvannare 
P  Vieira 
S  Hughes 
R  Parlour 
□  Piatt 
M  Draper 
ITsytor 
N  rtedfeam 
ETMdar 
D  Sheridan 
M  Bullock 
J  WUeox 
BMcKMtey 


Aberdeen 

Aberdeen 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Araenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston  Vb 

Aston  tup 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Bcmsfey 


T Sherwood 
Q  FBtcroft 
ATItonMon 
SSe&are 
P  Fmndaan 
M Johansen 
J  Pollock 
A  Thom 
P  ODonnoH 
R  BBnkar 
CBtotey 
P  Lambert 
D  Wise 
R  Dl  Matteo 
E  Newton 
GPoyet 
GMcAlflatar 
T  Sohvodt 
J  Satako 
P Tetter 
SRodger 
DPttefier 
P  Werhuret 
ALombtedo 
A  Aaonovlc 
SErunlo 
□  Powell 
C  Deity 
R  Van  Dor  Lean 
J  Hunt 
R  Winters 
A  Smith 
G  Sneed 
J  Parkinson 
G  Ferratty 
D  WitBamson 
J  Qatar 
N  McCann 
C  Jackson 
B  Lovely 
J  McIntyre 
DKopidn 
LBowyar 
AHtofand 

L  Sharp. 
BHfcWro 
G  Porker 
N  Lennon 
Mtzzet 
STayfer 
S  McManamon 
OLeonhetdaen 
M  Thomas 
J  Redlmapp 
Pkice 
D  Beckham 
RGtega 
RfSm 
N  Butt 
-  A  Cote 
B  Davies 
R  Lo. 

KGHfesple 
D  Batty 
J  Bamwa 
BLoudrup 
P  Geeco>gne 
JTham 
J  Albert* 

B  Carbon. 

J  MogDton  ' 
M  AtnMdgr 
G  Hyde 
GWMWngham 
R  Slater 
K  Richardson 
‘  C  Palmer 
M  Oakley 
ASekarBogte 
ASinton 
D  Anderton 
R  Pose 
0  Howells 
D  Qkiola 
EBerkovie 
S  Lames 
JMoncur 
H  Eerie 
N  Ardtey 
V Jones 
MHnghee 
C  Hughe* 


BbRkbum  Rovers 

Blackburn  Rovers 

Button  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wenderses 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bottofl  Wanderera 

Batton  Wanderers 

Cattle 

CeUc 

Cetttc 

Cettfc  . 

Celtic 
Chelsea 
ChefaHW 
Chelsea 
Chalaea  * 
Coventry  CBy 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  City 
CowbyCtty 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Pataca 
Crystri  Palace 
Derby  Cooney 
Derby  county  . 
Darby-County 
Dsrby  County 
Darby  County 
Derby  County 
Dundee  Unhed 
Dunfermfine 
Evarton 
Everton 
Everton 
Evenon 
Everton 

1 1  ran  ilm 

naans 
Hffiemlar 
Haiemlan 
Kbnamock 
Leeds  United 
Leeds  United 
Leeds  Untted 
Leeds  United 
Leeds  United 
LwcemrChy 
LHcwsfsr  CBy 
Leicester  Ctty 
Leicester  City 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Manchester  Untted 
Manchester  United 
Manchester  United 
United 
United 


tdnssdoy 
rdneodey 
idnasda/ 
Wneorfay 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Sotsfflwmptan 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Totofthrun  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  Untted  - 
WMt  Him  Untted 
West  Ham  Untted 
Wknbfedon 
Wknbfedon 
Wknbfedon 
wintdedon 
Wimbledon 


STRIKERS 


Stockbum  RcMsra 
Blackburn  Rarer* 


330 

5GI01 

B Dodds 

Aberdeen 

4.00 

2.00 

50201 

1  Wright 

Arsenal 

750 

250 

50202 

DBargkamp 

Arsenal 

830 

1.S0 

50301 

D  York* 

Aston  Vffla 

.  .  too 

3.00 

50302 

SCottymoro 

Aston  Vite 

too 

250 

50303 

SMkaevfc 

Aston  VBa 

3J» 

3.00 

50101 

G  Hristav 

Barnsley 

.  IjSO 

2.00 

50402 

JHenrfrfa 

Barnsley 

IjSO 

1.00 

51102 

A  Wart 

Bamtifey 

200 

050 

50403 

^  tew- - as  - 

v  nmiiv 

Bamstey 

■i.oo 

3J» 

50601 

K  GoUacher 

BteekbumRowm 

;jk50 

3.00 

50503 

MDabfln 

Blackburn  Rovers 

.  4JX 

C  Sutton 
N  Blake 
P  Boantetoy 
DHoidswwih 
D  Jackson  • 

T Johnson 
S  Donnelly 
HLarsaon 
GZota 
M  Hughes 
DDuMhi  - 
O  Hudnriqf 
NWhstan 
NStippretey 
B  Dymr  ■ 

M  Padovano 
O  Sturridga 
FBotano 
D  Burton 
P  Wuchope 
A  McLaren 
KOkrfsson 
G  Britton 
D  Ferguson 
N  Brnniby  . 

D  Cadtenotert 
J  Robertson 
J  Hamilton 
S  Crawford 
P  Wright 
A  IBtcheU 
J  Hassafitetaik 
ffWeJtees 
HKiwt 
SCtaridgs 
EHeakey 
I  Marshal 
G  Fanhm 
R  Fowler 
P  Barger 
KRtoala 
MOwan 
OSoM4ser 
T  Shwliighom 
P  Schotea 
OCoyte 
T  COyrie 
AStwarer 
F  Asprttla 
JTomassan 
mini 
SRoMntsI 
GDurte 
A  Booth 
P  Dl  Cento 
H  Humphreys 
M  La  Traitor 
OHM 
E  Ootanatsd 
KDsvtes 
G  Q*Boyfe 
H  Grant 
S  hraroan 
L  Ferdinand 
C  Armstrong 
J  Psmlnguaa 
JHsrtson 
PKttson 
I  Dawia 
MGayfa 
EEkoMl 
CCort 


Blackburn  Rovers 
Bolton  Wanderers 
Batton  Wanderers 
Bolton  Wsndemrs 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Chetaea 
Chelsea 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  City 
Ccverttry  CBy 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Derby  Cotrty 
Darby  County 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Dundae  United 
Dundee  United 
□untamtflne- 

CiiterAVn 

tswujn 

Everton 

Everton 

Hearts 

Hearts 

Hibernian 

K&namock 

KBmamock 

Leeds  Untted 

Leeds  UnBed 

Leeds  United 

Letomter  Oty 

Leicester  Ctty 

Leicester  City 

Leicester  Ctty 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Manchester  Untted 
Manchester  United 
Manchester  United 
Motherwell 
Mothotwofl 
Newcastle  United 
Newcastle  United 
Newcastle  United 
Rangers  . 


Sheffield  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
St  Johnstone 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  Untted 
West  Ham  United 
West  Ham  Untted 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon 


MANAGERS 


ANHtar 
A  Wenger 
BUttta 
D  Wilson 
R  Hodgson 
CTodu^ 
W Jansen 
R  Gu!» 

G  Straebtei 
S  Cooped 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal 
Aston  Vffie 
Barnsley 

Blackburn  Rovora 
Bolton  Wanttorere 
Cettfc 
Chelsea 
Coventry  Ctty 
Crystal  Palace 


T  McLean 
B  Petal 
H  Kendal] 

J  Jefferies 
J  Duffy 
B  WttUamson 
G  Graham 
MOTfsfll 

R  Evans 

JESS" 

K  Dalglish 
WSmbt 
■R  AtMnson 
□  Jonas 
P  Stanch 
C  Gross 
HRetflaapp 
JKtonear 


Dundee  Utfted 

Duotermlna 

Everton 

Hearts 

hffi»ntian 

Klmamock 

Leeds  United 

Lefcoster  Cffy 

Liverpool 

Manchester  Untted 
Motherwell 
Newcastle  Untted 
Rangers 

gwfflsld  Wednesday 
Southampton 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  United 
Wntbiadan 
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Court  of  Appeal 


LAW  41 


Law  Report  December  20 1997 


Court  of  Appeal 


Securities  and  Investments 
•  v  Scandex  Capital 
Management  A/S  and 
Another 

Before  Lord-  Justice  Hobhouse. 
Lord  Justice  MiBett  and  Lord 

Justice  Oticm 

pudgraem  December  16] 

The  court  had  jurisdictian  under 
section  6(P)  of  the  Ffcwnrial  Ser- 
Y>ces  Act  199b  to  order  rhal  an 
interim  payment  into  court  be 
made  by  a  person  found  to  have 
been  knowingly  concerned  in 
carrying  on  unauthorised  invest-, 
ment  business  in  the  United.King- 
dom  in  contravention  of  section  3. 

The  question  whether  a  prty 
vision  of  a  foreign  law  bad  the 
effed  of  entitling  a  person  to  carry 
on  investment  business  in  the  UK 
was  a  matter  of  English  law1  not 
foreign  law  and  would  depend  on 
the  construction  of  section  31  of  the 
1986  Act  and  the  -  relevant 
regulations.  - 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff, 
the  Securities  and  Investments 
Board,  now  called  the  Financial 
Services  Authority,  front  the  re¬ 
fusal  of'Mr  Justice  Carnwafh  cm 
Jofy  3.  1997  of  the  plaintiffs 
application  that  the  second  defen¬ 
dant,  Jeremy  Bartholomew-White, 
pay  immediately  die  sum  of 
£627.522  into  court  on  account -of 
his  liability  pursuant  to  section  60} 
of  the  1986  Act.  - 

The  coart  also  dismissed  a  cross¬ 
appeal  Mr  Bardjotomew-Whroi 
from  the  decision  of  the  judge  that 
he  had  been  knowingly  concerned 
in  the  contravention  of  section  3  by 
the  first  defendant,  Scandex  Cap¬ 
ita]  Management  A/S.  ; 

Scandex  was  incorporated 
under  Danish  law  on  September  1. 
1996.  The  second  defendanr ■  was  a 
shareholder  of  Scandex  and  its 
managing  director. 

Mr  Ahn-Stemfeld,  QC  and.Mr 

Christopher  Harrison  for  the  SIB; 
Mr  Peter  Griffiths  fix'  Mr 
Bartholomew-White. 


payment 


that  Scandex  was  a n  eiua  upted 
person.  The  question  at  issue  was 
concerned  wnh  -foe  effect  of  his 
alleged  beSef  that  ft  was  an 
authorisedpasoa.  ' 

"Section  60  gave  die.,  nun 
power,  if  satisfied,  that  a -person 
had  entered  imp  any  transaction  in 
contravention  of  section  3,  to  order 
that  person,  and  ary  person  who 
appeared  to  the  court  to  have  been 
knowingly  concerned  'in  the 
contravention,  to  take  such  steps  as 


foe  parties  to.fte  position  in 
they  were  before  the.  transaction 
was  entered  into. 

There  were  several  routes  by 
winch  a  person  tm^t  become  an 
authorised  "  pdrson  -witiim  the. 
meaning  of  section  3-  The  defen¬ 
dant  rehed  on  two  of  them. 

_  One  was  if  .  the  persao  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  within  the  ddinitisn  of  an 
authorised  person  in  section3L  die 
other  was  if  the  person  was  a 
“European ,  investment  firm" 
within  the  meaning  of.  foe  finan¬ 
cial  Services  Act  1986c  see  EEA 
Regulated  Markets  (Exemption) 
Order  (SI  1995  No  3273).  .  - 
„  The  effect  of  the  1995 Regal  ancais 
was  twofold:  ■ 

first,  they  disappiied  section  3.of 
the  1986.  Act  in  die  case' of  a 
European  investment  firm  but 
subjected  sudi  a  firm  to  regulation 
-6.  which  prohibited  h  from  carry¬ 
ing  pc  investment  business  in  tie 
UK  unless  die  requirements  of 
1  of  Schedule  3  to  the 
had  .been,  complied 


-  If  - was  obvious  that  the  word 
^authorised”  iasectk®  31(D^  did 
not  mean  merely  “entitled".  It 
coo  Id  not  sensibly  be  thought  to 
have  been  the  policy  of  Parfiamenl 
'•  .to  aBow  anyone  to  cany  on  an 
investment  business  in  the  UK 

without  authorisation  provided 
=  only  that  he  was  also  carrying  on 
such  business  without 
arnhorisatkm  in  an  unregulated 

jurisdiction. 

.  There  wot-  several  indications 
in  section-31  Itself  that  the  word 
“authorised"  in  section  31(l)(c) 

-  meant  hong  in  possession  of  a 
Specific  authorisation  granted  by 
the  appropriate  supervisory  body. 

.  Denmark  was  a  member  state 
within  the  meanmg  of  section  31. 
Prior  to  January  1,  1996  it  was 
lawful  under  Danish  law  for  any 
person  to  carry  on  investment 
business  in'  Denmark  without . 
authorisation '  bat  that  (fid  not 
make  him  “an  authorised  person" 
witbm  section  31. ' 

On  December  28, 1995  Scantier 
applied  tovfinans.  the  Danish 
regulatory,  authority,.-  for 
authorisation  to  carry  on  invest¬ 
ment  business  in  Denmark.  That 
enabled  it  to  takeadvanxagerf  die 
transitional  provisions  muter  Dan-  • 
ish  fawwbkfi  entitled  it  to  con¬ 
tinue  investment  business  after 
Januaiy  _  1, .  1996 ‘  without 
'  authorisation  ,  pending  the 
deamination,  of  fts-application- 


trufo  was  that  he  knew  that 
Scandex  was.  not  authorised  by  the 
relevant  regulatory  body  to  carry 
on  sucb  business  in  Denmark,  but 
was  entitled  to  cany  it  on  without 
authorisation  for -die  time  being. 
Being  authorised  and  not  needing 
to  be  authorised  were  two  different 


LORD  JUSTICE  MILLETT  said 
that  section  3  of  die  1986  Act 
provided  tbar  .no  person  should 
carry  on  an  investment  business  in 
the  UK  unless  he  was  an 
authorised  person  under  chapter 
111  or  an  exempted  persao  under 
chapter  IV  of  die  acl 
The  defendant  did  not  contend 


That  had  the  effect  of  imposing 
farther  requirements  not  found  in 
section  31  of  die  1986  Act  before  die 
firm  could  lawfully  cany  on 
investment  business  in  foe  UK. 
-and  was  necessary  because  regula¬ 
tion  3p){d)  contained  exceptions 
with  foe  result  that  some  bodies 
quafified  as  European  mvestment 
firms  without  haring,  compiled 
with  .those  farther  regetireraents. 

Second,  foey presented  aqoasi- 
European  iotp-Ui  it  ffnw  .firom 
rt aiming  to  be  an  mthoriseil 
persm  pursuant  to  section  31.  That 
was -necessary  to  prevent  such  a 
firm  from  becoming  an  authorised 
person  under  section  31  by  obtazn- 

Saufoorisation  in  its  hone  state 
re  it  had  compfiedwith  the 
additional  requirements  imposed 
by  paragraph  1,  Schedule  3  to  the 
1995 Satiations. 


In  the  meantime,  it  was  not  a 
.European  investment  firm  or  a 
-  quasi-European  investment  firm 
.  within  ther  meaning  of  foe  1995 
Regulations.  Nor  merely  by  mak¬ 
ing  its  ;  application  for 
authorisation  did  Scandex  become 
“an  authorised  person^whhin -die 
.  meaning  of  section  31  of  foe  1966 
Act 

The  defendant  submitted,  that 
while- ignorance- of  English  law 
was  no  excuse;  ignorance  of  Dan¬ 
ish  law  was.  He  had  deposed  that 
be  believed,  on  advice  from  Dan¬ 
ish  lawyers,  that  Scandex  was 
authorised  under  transitional 
'  regulations  .to  transact  investment 
business  throughout  the  European 
Union.  If  dial  was  a  mistake,  he 
submitted,  it  was  a  mistake  of 
.  Danish  law,  and  foerefore  to  be 
treated  as  a  mistake  of  fact. 

The  difficulty  with  that  argu¬ 
ment  was  that  the  defendant  was 
at  ail  times  folly  aware  of  die 
•"  position  under  Danish  law.  The 


It  did  not  matter  if  foe  defendant 
thought  that  there  was  no  dif¬ 
ference' between  those  two  concepts 
in  Danish  law.  If  he  made  any 
mistake  at  all.  it  was  dial  he 
bettered  that,  under  English  law, 
the  feet  that  Scandex  could  carry 
od  investment  business  in  Den¬ 
mark  without  .  the  specific 
authorisation  of  foe  Danish  super¬ 
visory  authority  was  sufficient  to 
authorise  it  to  carry  an  a  similar 
business  .in  die  UK  without  foe 
necessary  authority  under  the  1986 
Acl  That  would  be  a  mistake  of 
English  law. 

Whether  a  provision  of  a  foreign 
law  had  the  effect  of  enduing  a 
person  to  canyon  business  in  the 
UK  was  a  matter  of  English  law.  If 
the  defendant  thought  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  foreign  law.  that  too  was 
a  mistake  of  English  law.  ' 

-  To  correct  die  defendant’s  mis¬ 
taken  impression  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  consider  Danish 
law  or  consult  Danish  lawyers.  It 
;would  be  enough  to  ennsider 
section  31  of  the- 1986  Act  and  die 
1995  Regulations. 

The  defendant  had  no  arguable 
defence  to  a  -charge  that  he  was 
“knowingly  concerned”  in  die 
contravention  in  question.  His 
Lordship  would  dismiss  his  cross¬ 
appeal. 

-  Before  their  Lordships,  the 
plaintiff  invoked  section  of  the 
1986  Act,  winch  authorised  foe 
court,  if  satisfied  that  a  person  had 
been  knowingly  concerned  in  a 
contravention  of  section  3  “to  take 
sudi  steps  ...  for  restoring  the 
parties  to  foe  position  in  which 
day  were  before  the  transaction 
was  entered  into” 

...  The  question  was  whether  an 
order  for  interim  payment  into 
court  was  sudi  a  step.  Section  6(2) 
was  considered  in  Securities  mid 
Investment  Board  v  Parnell  SA 
(No  2}  01993]  Cti  256)  where  the 
principal  judgment  was  given  by 
Lord  Justice  Scott. 

Did  section  6(2$  authorise  the 
court  d  order  an  interim  payment 
into  court?  His  Lordship  did  not 


HoScyand  Others  v  Smyth  . 
Before  Lord  Justice  Staughton. 
Lord  Justice  Auld  and  Sir  Chris¬ 
topher  Slade  ■  . 

{Judgment  December  4) 

A  defendants  motive  in  seeking  to 
publish  material  rfahned  by  the 
plaintiff  to  be  defamatory  was 
irrelevant  in  determining  whether 
the  threatened  pnbBcatinn  ought  to 
far  restrained. 

Where,  therefore.  *  ,  defendant 
threatened  topub&di  material^ 
unless  foe  plaintiff  paid  him  to 
remain  sfienL  foe  plafariff  wasnot 
entitled  to  an  mteriocoBay  fajuno- , 
don  to  restrain  die.  publication 
unless  the  material  was  manfedy 

ontrue  in  accordance  with  foe  rule  _ 
in  Bonnard  v  Perryman  JI89I]  2 
Ch  269).  His  remedy  was  to  sue  in 
defamation  after  publication. 

The  Gcxzrt  of  Appeal  so  heid  by  a 
majority.  Lord  Justice  Scangbton 
dissenting,  allowing  die  appeal  of 
the  defendant.  Duncan  John 
Smyth,  and  discharging  an  injunc¬ 


tion  granted  by  Mr  Justice  Tan 
Kenn«fyouJuiw 20. 1997  restrain¬ 
ing  publication  of  draft  press 
releases  canooniqg  the  plaintiffs: 
Sydney  Alfred  Holley,  a  director  of 
foe  second  pfamtiffi  SD  & R  Trad¬ 
ing  lad,  a  Jersey  company,  the., 
fond  plaintiff,  Henry  Ansbacber& 
Co.  a  menfoam  bank,  and  die 
fourth  ptaimffL  Ansbacher  (Jersey) . 
tftj  a  trust  company  and  mer¬ 
chant  bank  al  which  Mr  Holley 
was  the  company  secretary.  - 
'•  TtiPtfcKndaot.  foe  sole  bettefi- . 
daiy  qf  a  trust,  threatened  to  send 
to  foe  media  press  releases  alleg¬ 
ing  fraud  against  foe  first  and 
second  plaintiffs  and  a  failure  by 
itw  fluid  sod  foorfli  pfafpyifft  to 
investigate  foefrand  whfch  it  was 
their  responsibility  to  da  The 
purpose  of  the  threat  was  to 
persuade  the  plaintiffs  to  pay  the 
defendant  £200000.  the  amount 
hy  which  he  claimed  foe  trust  had 
been  defrauded. 

The  plaintiffs  brought  an  action 
for  She!  against  the  defendant  and 


Infecting  dose  date 


Creo&feM  Jakob  Disease 
Litigation 

Newman  arad  Others  y  Medi¬ 
cal  Research  Council  and 
Another 

Following  the  judgment  of  Mr 
Justice  Moriand  an  December  19. 
1996  that  those  cases  of  Qtamfdd 
Jakob  Disease  among  recipients  of 
human  growth  hormone  who 
began  their  treatment  after  July  L 
1977  were  caused  by  the  negligence  * 
of  the  Department  of  Health  or  foe 
Medical  Research  Council  so  foal 
those  rising  from  plaintiffs  whose 
treatment  had  ended  before  dot 
date  failed  and  that  daims  by  those 
whose  treatment  began  after  that 
date  succeeded,  those  patients. 


whose  treatment  straddled  July  U 
1977  were  entitled  (to  appeal  to 
adduce  evidence  as  to  whether  or 
not  foey  would  have  continued  to 
be  treated- with  foe  hormone  after 
that  date  and  whether  or  not  the 
infecting  dose  had  been  received 
before  err  after  that  date. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Kennedy.  Lord  Justice 
Judge  and  Lord  Justice  Chadwick) 
so  stated  on  November  IS  in  a 
reserved  judgment  allowing  an 
appeal  by  Eric  and  Maureen 
Newman  cn  behalf  of  the  estate  of 
Terence  Newman  and  others 
against  the  order  of  Mr  Justice 
Moriand  on  December  19,  1996 
and  rwniTting  the  case  for  further 
directions. 


applied  for  an  interioentoy  injunc¬ 
tion  to  restrain  publication.  The 
defendant  asserted  the  truth  of  his 
allegations,  and  maintained  his 
intention  to  justify  his  assertions  if 
he  was  allowed  m  publish  and  was 
subsequently  sited  for  defamation. 

Mr  William  Bennett  for  the 
defendant:  Miss  Prestley 
Baxendale.  QC  and  Mr  Gerard 

flaike  6w  lh>  plaintiff*. 

LORD  JUSTICE  AULD  jsaid 
foal  die  cmfrt  was  asked  to  deride 
whether  a  defendant  who  threat¬ 
ened  defamation  of  foe  plaintiff  to 
obtain  money,  from  him  as  foe 
price  of  sDence  could  refy  an  the 
rede  in  Bonnard  v  Perryman  that 
interlocutory  relief  to  restrain 
defamation  was  not  ordinarily 
granted  where  there  was  a  defence 
or  dirim  of  justification  unless  foe 
plaintiff  could  show  tiuu  it  was 
plainly  nntrue.  • 

Mr  Justice  lan  Kennedy,  on  die 
evidence,  was  unable  to  find  dial 
the  plea  of  justification  was  plainly 
untrue.  He  derided,  nevertheless, 
to  gram  interlocutory  relief  save  in 
respect  of  foe  threatened,  publica¬ 
tion  to  pubfic  regulatory  -and 
investigative  authorities. 

He  held  that  the  Bonnard  v 
Perryman  rule  was  founded  on  foe 
right  erf  free  speech  and  did  not 
protea  a.  defendant  whose  motive 
was  to  extract  money  from  foe 
plaintiff  as  the  price  of  nor  exercis¬ 
ing  it. 

Authorities  since  Bonnard  v 
Perryman  acknowledged  foe 
strength  of  foe  rule  and  continued 
to  articulate  foe  wo  associated 
reasons  for  it  (I)  that  defences  of 
.justification  and  fair  comment 
.were  for  foe  jury  not  the  judge  to 
decide,  and  fu)  freedom  of  speech, 
although  not  always  giving  the 
same  relative  importance  to  each: 
seeMonson  v  Tussauds  Ltd  J1894] 
1  QB  6711.  Fraser  v  Evans  01960)  1 
AH  ER  8),  Herbage  v  Pressdram 


Ltd  01^84]  1  WLR  1160)  and 
Khaskoggi  v  JPC  Magazines 
fll986]  1  WLR  1412). 

In  a  number  of  comparatively 
recent  authorities  foe  courts  had 
expressly  declined  to  restrain,  as 
an  exception  from  the  general  rule 
in  Bonnard  v  Perryman,  a  threat¬ 
ened  libel  intended  or  calculated  to 
damage  a  plaintiff  and  made  as  a 
means  of  putting  pressure  on  him 
to  compensate  the  defendant  for 
scone  daimed  wrong:  Crest  Homes 
Ltd  v  Ascott  (]198ffl  6  FSR  396). 
Bestobdl  Paints  Ltd  vBigg  {{1975] 
FSR 421)  and  Fayed  vThe  Observer 
Ltd  (The  Times  July  14.  J986). 

-  The  authorities  established  that 
neither  foe  would-be  Shelter's 
motive  nor  the  manner  in  which  he 
threatened  publication-  nor  the 
potential '  Hairing*  [O  the  plaintiff 
was  normally  a  basis  for  making 
an  exception.  Motive  was  logically 
irrelevant  to  the  defendant's  en¬ 
titlement  to  exercise  his  right  m 
freedom  of  speech  if  what  he  had  to 
say  was  or  might  be  true. 

In  particular.  English  juris¬ 
prudence. had  rejected  as  can¬ 
didates  for  exception  motives  of 
vindictiveness  or  pecuniary  gain. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  in  an 
aggrieved  person  seeking  what  he 
considered  to  be  his  due  by 
threatening  to  resort  to  die  media  if 
his  daim  was -not  met  while 
hoping  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary. 

His  Lordship  rejected  foe  notion 
foot  the  defendants  threat  to  libel 
deserved  consideration  as  an 
exception  because  it  might  be  a 
criminal  offence  of  UadanaiL  Save 
in  the  mast  exceptional  case,  which 
this  was  not.  it  would  be  wrong  in 
interlocutory  rivfl  proceedings  to 
deny  a  defendant  his -right  to 
publish  on  the  basis  of  at  best  a 
contingent  finding  of  criminality 
on  incomplete  evidence  without  the 
rigour  of  foe  criminal  process. 


Scots  Law  Report  December  20 1997  House  of  Lords 


Proprietors  did  not  create  lease 


Clydesdale  Bank  {dcvDawL 

son  and  Others 

Same  v  Same  (Consolidated 

appeals) 

Before  Lord  Goff  of  Ctuevefcy. 
Lord  Jauocey  of  Tufficbettle,  lord 
Llpyd  of  Berwick.  Lord  Hope,  a 
Craighead  and  Lord  Qyde 
(Speeches  December  16] 

Pro  indivisa  heritable  pn^rietore 
could  not  validly  create  a  tease 
over  foe  property  m  favour  of  one 
of  their  number-  .  „  . _ . 

The  House  of  Lords  dimassed 

two  appeals  by  Ateaa^erCteorg: 

Davidson  from  the  Second  Di- 
visian  of  the  Inner  Howe  t*  foe 
Court  <4  Session  frrdRog 
Justice-Clerk.  lord  McOuskey 
and  Dad  Morisonj  (1996SLT43?) 
who  on  November  24.  W95oya 
miyorityiLordMtOusk^t^ 
log)  had  refused *ppc*k  byM* 
Davidson  from  Ptierhcad  Shenff 
Court.  , 

The  sheriff  (K.  A-  McU™*) 
had  granted  decrees  m  {**«**“ 

and  two  odxT  defenders.  . 

Mr  D.  A.  V.  Mearie&QCma 
Mr  R.  E  Aird  for 

Mr  W.  C  GaRwith.  QC  and  Mr 
S.  A  Bennett  for  foe  banK- 
LDRD -CLYDE  oH  **  "! 


tandfattir*.  **  Mr 
Dssidsoi.  ^ 

aanf*.  Ji  narrated  met  Mr. 


Davidson  hod  occupied  the  farms 
and  lands  to  which  ft  related  for  a 
number  of  years  as  tenant  cf  the 
landlords  and  then  purported  to  let 

them  to  him  for  force  yeans  ar  a 
renr  of  £4.000  a  year. 

The  lands  had  fbrmerly  been 
owned  by  a  partnership  consisting 
erf  Mr  Davidson  and  his  parents. 
Thai  paroteisltip  had  been  dis¬ 
solved  in  1968  and  foe  lands 
thereafter  conveyed  to  Mr  David¬ 
son  and  his  parents  as  pro  indmso 
proprietors  in  foe  prt?xfftkms  of 
one  half  to  Mr  Davidson  and  one 
quarter  each  to  his  parents. 

pn  February 24. 1977  and  in  1985 
Mr  Davidson  and  his  parents  had 
granted  standard  securities  over 
foe  lands  in  favour  of  foe  bank  in 
security  of  sums  due  ro  the  bank  by 
virtue  of  bonds  granted  by  Mr 
Davidson.  - 

In  1988  foe  bank  had  served 
callinevp  notices^ on^ Mr^ Daviifaoa 
fa  respect  irf  the  securities.  He  had 
Med  to  make  .fall  payment  and 
had  accordingly  beat  in  default 
under  foe  standard  conditions 
applicable.  His  estates  had.,  been 
sequestrated  and  a  permanent, 
truster  appointed- 

.The  bank  had  nnaed  tro  aowns 
each  craving  declarator  of  its  right 
to  enter  into  P°®eM»n  of  a* 
lands  and  an  order  ordaining  Mr 
Davidson  andofoere  toranwe 

frraft  than- 'in  his  ddtaK,  Mr 
Davidson  had  maintained  foai  he 
was  entitled  to  continue  to  occupy 

foe  lands'as  an  agriadniral  tenant 

under  the  irmuite  of  fease.  ^^  . 

The  question  was  whether  a 
valid  iSteof  fends  could  be 
mnaituted  by  cpflmpim -m 
ftvreff  of  one  of 
Dfffering  views  had  «en  » 


pressed  in  the  textbooks  and 
authorities. 

It  was  wdl  established  dial  no 
person  might  enter  into  a  contract 
with  himsriC  There  was,  however, 
no  objection  in  law  to  the  malting 
of  a 'contract  between  ct>propri- 
etors  regarding  ti»  use  or  manage¬ 
ment  of  foe  common  property  on 
any  terras  day  (hose,  indwfing 
arranging  for  one  of  them  id  have 
the  sole  occupation  of  it,  but  il  was 
a  distinct  question  whether  sudi 
agreement  could  constitute  a  lease. 

The  rights  erf  each  co-proprietor 
extended  over  the  whole  of  the 


lantta.  in  light  of  that  baric 
characteristic  n  did  not  seem  to  Us 


Lordship  that  any  or  all  of  foe  co- 
proprietars  could  validly  create  a 
lease  m  favour  of  one  of  then  own 

number. 

If  Mr  Davidson’S  a>proprietoiS 
had  chosen,  to  surrender  their 
rights  of  use  so  as  to  leave  him  in 
exclusive  possesion  that  bad  not 
created  in  him  a  right  of  tenancy 
but  simply  removed  a  quaUfkarico 
on  foe  rights  that  he  enjoyed  as  a 
co-proprietor. " 

He  had  thereafter  occupied  the 
.lands  by  virtue  not  of  a  right 
granted  to  him  by  the  copropri¬ 
etors  but  of  the  righrfoat  he, had 
possessed  aD  along  as  a-co- 
propneiar. 

A  right  of  sole  occupation  could 
not  co-exmwith  a  right  of  owner¬ 
ship.  albeit  eo-ownership,  in  foe 
same  persm.  .The  greater  right 
roust  ahscab  and  extinguish  foe 
lesser  right.  '• 

.  The  narrow  path  that  Lord 
Madcay  of  Cariifarii  had  identi¬ 
fied  in  Pinkerton  v  Pinkerton  (19S6 
,5LT  67^  whereby  .a  lease  could 


valkfiy  be  constituted  between  a 
sole  proprietor  and  several  persons 
including  himself  as  tenants  was 
not  available  where  the  greater 
right  was  held  in  its  entirely  by  foe 
landlord. 

By  virtue  of  that  right  be  could 
grant  the  lesser  right  oa  occupation 
to  others  along  with  himself,  but 
die  co-proprietors  in  the  present 
r use  had  been  able  to  grant 
nothing  to  Mr  Davidson  as  sole 
tenantwhen-be  had  already  had  a 
right  of  occupation  of  the  whole 
lands. 

His  right-  to  occupy  had  been 
attributable  not  to  any  gram  by  his 
parents  but  to  bis  own  right  as  co- 
proprietor.  What  had  .  been 
described  as  a  Tent  had  been  truly 
a  compensation  for  foe  surrender 
ofhis  parents*  rights  to  share  in  the 
■foe  lands. 


□set 


What  lad  been  achieved  fry  foe 
consent  of  the  force  co-proprietors 
was  that  Mr  Davidson  had  olh 
tamed  as  an  act  of  management 
and  adminiSTration  the  sole  pos¬ 
session  erf  the  lands,  but  that  nad 
not  secured  for  him  areal  right  as 
tenant  nor  had  ft  created  a  valid 
lease. 

Lord  Goff  and  Lord  Lloyd 
agreed  with  Lord  Clyde;  Lord 
Jauncey  defivered  an  opinion 
concurring  with  Lad  Hope  and 
Lord  Clyde;  Lord  Hope  delivered 
an  opinion  concurring  with  Lord 
Clyde.  ' 

Sobdtorsz  Lawford  &  Co,  Rich¬ 
mond  for  Sfeedxnan  Ramage,  WS, 
Edinburgh,  for.  A-'C  Morrison  & 
Richards,  Aberdeen:  Laytons  far 
Alex  Moriscn  &  Co,  WS,  Edin¬ 
burgh.  far  WOsone  &  Dufius, 
-Aberdeen- 


i'i 


see  wfoy  not  Zn  Pontel!  lord 
Justice  Son  had  been  faced  with  a 
different  problem.  The  persons 
tfable  to  make  payment  were 
solkitorc  and  were  IDcdy  to  be  able 
to  meet  the  judgment  in  faff  other 
out  trf  their  own  resources  or  from 

the  proceeds  of  insurance. 

The  farm  of  order  which  Lord 
Justice  Sato  envisaged  was  suit¬ 
able  for  the  case  before  him.  It  did 

not  follow  that  it  was  suitable  for 
every  case  or  even  for  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  New  did  it  faQow 
that  it  was  foe  only  kind  of  order 
which  the  court  could  make  even 
after  foul  judgment. 

His  Lordship  saw  no  reason 
why  the  steps  in  question  must  be 
such  as  to  effect  immediate  restora¬ 
tion  in  fuff  The  powers  conferred 
on  foe  court  were  characterised  by 
their  extreme  flexibility. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  they 
included  power  to  direct  the  taking 
of  steps  which  were  preparatory  to 
payment  to  investors,  and  it  was 
suffident  that  they  were  sops 
towards  the  restoration  erf  foe 
parties  to  their  former  position  so 
far  as  possible. 

His  Lordship  was  satisfied  that 
they  included  power,  after  final 
determination  of  foe  necessary 
accounts  and  inquiries,  to  order 
payment  into  court  or  to  a  suitable 
person,  who  could  be  an  officer  of 
the  plaintiff,  appointed  as  reoeiver. 
so  foat  a  pro  rata  distribution 
could  be  made  to  investors  under 
the  directions  of  the  court 

And  if  such  an  order  could  be 
made  after  final  judgment  when 
necessary  »wwnr«  and  inquiries 
had  been  completed,  then  an  order 
for  interim  payment  could  be 
made  after  interlocutory  judg¬ 
ment,  and  before  the  accounts  and 
inquiries  had  been  taken. 

The  on|y  limitation  was  that  all 
such  orders  must  be  by  referenoe 
to  particular  transactions,  but  so 
long  as  that  was  the  case  then 
every  payment  into  court  with  a 
view  to  its  later  distribution  to  foe 
parties  to  a  transaction  and  every 
payment  out  of  court  to  one  or 
other  of  such  parties  was  a  step  for 
restoring  them  to  the  position  in 
which  they  were  before  foe  trans¬ 
action  was  entered  into. 

Lord  Justice  Otton  and  Lord 
Justice  Hobhouse  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Stephenson 

Harwood;  Edwin  Coe. 


Seeking  disclosure  of 
foreign  documents 


The  potential  damage  to  the 
plaintiffs  was  not  of  such  an 
exceptional  nature  or  gravity  to 
take  the  case  outside  the  general 
rule.  Accordingly,  the  droum- 
snnees  did  no*  justify  regarding  it 
as  an  exception  to  foe  rule. 

On  the  material  before  it  foe 
court  was  not  entitled  to  conclude 
that  the  defendants  threatened 
publication  was  plainly  untrue. 

Sir  Christopher  Slade  agreed 
and  Lord  Justice  Staughton  deliv¬ 
ered  a  dissenting  judgment 
Solicitors:  Wright  Hassall  &  Co. 
Leamington  Spa;  Ditto  Lupton 
AIsop. 


In  re  Mid-East  Trading  lid 

(No  2) 

Before  Lord  Justice  Peter  Gibson. 
Lord  Justice  Thorpe  and  Lord 
Justice  Chadwick 
(Judgment  December  9] 

The  principle  that  save  in  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances  a  foreigner 
not  parly  to  an  action  should  not  be 
required  to  produce  documents 
outside  the  jurisdiction  concerning 
business  transacted  outside  the 
jurisdiction  was  applicable  when 
considering  whether  or  not  to 
make  an  order  for  -  disclosure 
under  section  236  of  the  Insolvency 
Act  1986. 

However,  in  so  far  as  the 
making  of  an  order  under  section 
236  in  respect  of  documents  abroad 
involved  an  assertion  of  sov¬ 
ereignty  then  that  was  an  assertion 
which  foe  legislature  must  be 
taken  to  have  intended  foe  courts 
to  make  in  appropriate  cases.  It 
was  not  fix*  the  courts  to  erect  the 
additional  hurdle  of  exceptional 
drcumsiances. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  slated  in 
a  reserved  judgment  when 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Lehman 
Brothers  Holdings  pic.  Lehman 
Brothers  Inc.  Lehman  BrofotTS 
international  (Europe}  and  Leh¬ 
man  Brothers  Ltd  against  an  order 
made  by  Mr  Justice  Evans-Lombe 
(7fte  Tunes  May 6, 1997;  11997)3  All 
ER  481)  on  an  application  by 
liquidators  of  Mid-East  Trading 
Ltd.  a  company  incorporated  in 
Lebanon  and  wound  up  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1995,  under  section  236  of  the 
1986  Act,  that  the  Lehman  com¬ 
panies  should  disclose  all  corres¬ 
pondence,  memoranda  and  other 
documents  concerning  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Mid-East  Trading  Ltd. 

Mr  Michael  Brindle.  QC,  for  the 
Idiiwn  companies;  Mr  Mi  chad 
Crystal  QC  sod  Mr  Robin  Dicker 
for  the  liquidators. 

LORD  JUSTICE  CHADWICK, 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
said  that  the  appellants  accepted 
foai  there  had  been  dealings 
between  Mid-East  and  Lehman 
companies  in  New  York  and  that 
documents  relating  to  these  had 
been  generated  in  New  York. 

(t  was  submitted  that  to  make  an 
order  for  foe  production  of  those 
documents  would  infringe  the 
principle  identified  in  Maddnnon 
v  Donaldson  01986)  Ch  482. 493G). 
Mr  Justice  Evans-Lombe  had  ac¬ 
cepted  that  the  principle  was 
applicable  to  a  decision  whether  or 
not  to  make  an  order  under  section 
236  of  the  1986  Act 

He  accepted  also  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Lehman  companies, 
although  not  that  of  a  banker,  was 
sufficiently  similar  to  require  a 
recognition  that  duties  of  con- 
fidotoe  to  customers  would  arise. 
But  he  took  the  view  that  applica¬ 
tion  of  foe  principle  did  not  lead  to 
foe  conclusion  that  no  order 
should  be  made. 

The  liquidators  challenged  the 
premise  that  the  Maddnnon  prin¬ 
ciple  had  any  direct  application  to 
a  decision  whether  or  not  to  make 


“order  under  section  236  of  foe 
■  986  Act.  It  was  said,  correctly,  foal 
in  the  Mackinnon  case,  the  orders 
were  soughi  in  the  context  of  inter 
panes  litigation. 

In  that  case  the  court  was  asked 
to  make  or  confirm  orders  which 
would  compel  a  person  against 
there  was  no  daim  to  assist 
in  its  own  administration  of  justice 
in,  pending  proceedings  between 
other  partits  by  producing  docu- 
™nts  which  could  be  used  in 
evidence  in  those  proceedings. 

The  exercise  of  foe  court's  juris¬ 
diction  in  foat  context  was,  plainly, 
an  assertion  of  sovereignty.  The 
enun.  as  an  organ  of  the  state,  had 
to  be  careful  not  to  as  sen  or 
oamse  sovereignly  where  that 
“uld  trespass  upon  the  sov¬ 
ereignty  of  another  slate. 

By  contrast,  it  was  said,  the 
making  of  an  order  under  section 
236  in  respect  of  documents  which 
)**re  not  in  the  jurisdiction  did  not 
involve  an  exercise  m  sovereignty: 
alternatively,  that  it  was  an  asser¬ 
tion  of  sovereignty  which  the 
legislature  must  be  taken  to  have 
intended  foe  courts  to  make. 

In  their  Lordships’  judgment, 
there  was  force  in  the  submission 
foal,  in  so  far  as  the  malting  of  an 
order  under  section  236  in  respect 
of  documents  which  were  abroad 
did  involve  an  assertion  of  sov¬ 
ereignty  then  that  was  an  assertion 
which  foe  legislature  must  be 
taken  to  have  intended  foe  courts 
to  make  in  appropriate  cases. 

If  that  was  the  correct  view,  then 
it  was  not  for  the  courts  to  erect  foe 
additional  hurdle  of  "exceptional 
dreumstances” 

The  power  to  make  an  order 
under  section  236  was  to  be 
exercised  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  explained  by  the  House 
of  Lords  in  British  and  Common¬ 


wealth  Holdings  pic  v  Spicer  and 
Oppenheim  flI993)  AC  42b). 

Hie  applicant  had  to  satisfy  foe 
court  that  after  balancing  all  the 
factors,  there  was  a  proper  case  for 
such  on  order  to  be  made.  A  proper 
case  was  one  where  foe  liquidator 
reasonably  required  to  sec  the 
documents  in  order  to  carry  out  his 
statutory  functions  and  production 
of  foe  documents  did  not  impose 
an  unnecessary  or  unreasonable 
burden  on  the  person  required  to 
produce  them. 

In  applying  that  test  and.  in 
particular,  in  considering  what 
burden  would  be  imposed  on  a 
bank  required  to  disdose  details  of 
another  customer'll  affairs,  the 
court  would  of  course  give  weight 
to  any  risk  that  compliance  with 
the  order  would  or  might  expose 
the  bank  to  daims  for  breath  of 
confidence  or  to  criminal  penalties 
in  the  jurisdiction  where  foe  docu¬ 
ments  were. 

Where  that  was  a  real  risk  it 
seemed  to  their  Lordships  likely 
foal  the  Companies  Court  would 
be  slow  to  order  production:  al 
least  if  there  was  some  other  route 
by  which  foe  documents  could  be 
obtained  which  afforded  protec¬ 
tion  to  foe  bank. 

But  that  was  because  the  risk 
that  the  bank  would  be  exposed  to 
liability  was  a  factor  to  be  weighed 
with  others  and  not  because  there 
was  some  special  hunUe  of  "excep¬ 
tional  drcumsiances”  to  be  over¬ 
come  by  the  applicant 

Mr  Justice  Evans-Lombe  was 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  real  risk 
that  foe  Lehman  companies  would 
be  exposed  to  liability  if  required  to 
comply  with  an  order  to  produce 
documents  which  were  in  New 
York. 

Soliritors:  Fresh  fields;  Lovell 
White  DurranL 


Construing  term 
of  lease 


Brown  ▼  Gloucester  City 
Council 

Although  the  term  of  a  lease, 
meaning  its  duration,  was  not 
usually  regarded  as  one  of  foe 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  a 
lease  was  granted,  it  was  not  a 
word  oT  art  and  should  foerefore 
be  construed  to  give  effect  to  what 
the  parties  had  intended. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Sir  Ste¬ 
phen  Brown,  President.  Lord  Jus¬ 
tice  M  Alert  and  Sir  Christopher 
Slade)  so  held  on  November  3, 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  City  of 
Gloucester  Council  against  Judge 
Rich  sitting  as  a  deputy  High 
Court  judge  on  May  13.  IW6  who 
declared  That  on  a  true  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  lease  dated  March  13. 
1989  the  length  of  term  of  the 
hypothetical  leases  for  rent  review 
purposes  should  be  the  120-year 
residue  of  foe  term  granted  by  die 
original  lease. 


LORD  JUSTICE  MILLETT  said 
that  while  the  terra  of  a  lease  was 
not  usually  regarded  as  one  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  a 
lease  was  granted  it  was  not  a 
word  of  art  so  that  its  meaning 
would  readily  yield  to  context. 

The  purpose  of  a  rent  review- 
clause  was  to  keep  the  rent  in  line 
with  current  property  values;  nei¬ 
ther  pany  could  have  intended  to 
provide  the  other  with  a  windfall 
based  on  an  anifirial  basis  of 
valuation. 

Here  the  context  supported  the 
implied  term  that  the  duration  of 
the  hypothetical  lease  should  be 
sudi  term  as  foe  landlord  might  be 
reasonably  expected  to  grant  and 
the  tenam  reasonably  expected  to 
take  in  all  foe  circumstances,  see 
Prudential  Assurance  v  Salisbury's 
Handbags  QJ992)  1  ECLR  153).  In 
order  to  cany  the  purposes  of  the 
rent  review  clause  into  effect. 
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Wanted:  20  people  to  run  the  marathon  r 
as  fundraisers  for  the  Diana,  j 
Princess  of  Wales  Memorial  Fund  | 


THE  TIMES  DIANA  TEAM  COMPETITION  ENTRY  FORM 


Read  the  form  below  carefully:  the  judges  will  base  their 
decision  on  what  you  reveal  in  this  form.  All  the  winners 
who  take  part  in  the  marathon  on  April  26  will  be  asked 
to  sign  a  pledge  form  relating  to  their  commitment  to 
raise  funds  for  the  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales  Memorial 
Fund  and  to  remit  such  funds  by  May  31, 1998.  Our 


LONDON  /VtARATHON 


The  Times  has 
secured  20  places 
for  its  readers  to 
take  part  in  the 
199  S  Flora  London 

Marathon  and  help  raise 
more  than  the  target  of  £5 
million  for  the  Diana. 
Princess  of  Wales  Memorial 
Fund. 

The  Times  20  will  be  part 
of  Team  Flora,  in  which  all 
the  runners  will  be  fund¬ 
raising  for  the  Memorial 
Fund,  one  of  the  two  official 
charities  for  the  race  next 
year.  A  special  panel  has 
been  set  up  to  select  readers 
wanting  to  ‘Run  for  Diana* 
over  the  historic  distance 
through  the  streets  of 
London  on  Sunday,  April  26. 

The  Times  will  also  pub¬ 
lish  the  complete  results  of 
the  race  —  from  the  interna¬ 
tional  heroes  and  heroines 
at  the  front  to  the  deter¬ 
mined  joggers  at  the  back. 

There  has  already  been 
unprecedented  interest  in 
ihe  1998  event.  A  record 
100,000  people  applied  to 
enter,  including  20.000  who 
specifically  responded  to  an 
invitation  to  run  for  the 
Memorial  Fund. 

This  year,  it  was  televised 
in  more  than  100  countries 
and  600,000  people  lined  the 
London  streets  to  cheer  on 


* 


entry  forms  for  fee  chance  to  win  a  place  in  the  Diana  I 

Team  should  reach  die  following  address  by  January  9.  I 
1998:  The  Times  Diana.  Team,  Flora  London  Marathon,  ■ 
PO  Box  5071,  Leighton  Buzzard,  LU7  7FY.  Judging  will  J 
take  place  an  January  14  and  the  winners  will  be  “ 

informed  by  telephone  by  January  19.  J 

Have  you  ever  competed  In  a  marathon  before?  J 

How  modi  money  did  you  raise?  i 

For  winch  organisation/ S?  ' 


Have  yon  raised  funds  for  any  organisation/ s  before? 


Describe  how  modi  yon  raised  and  how  yon  did  it 


Which  category  do  you  wish  to  eater? 
Men  1  '  1  Women  □ 

Do  you  suffer  from  any  illness/ es? 


the  29,135  competitors,  who 
ran  from  Greenwich  to  the 
Mall,  triumphantly  Finish¬ 
ing  the  course  of  26  miles 
385  yards. 

The  fund-raising  for  the 
Memorial  Fund  will  be 
poignanr  for  many  o/  the 
competitors  next  year  because 
they  will  be  running  on  the 
streets  where  the  coffin  of  the 
Princess  was  carried  at  her 
funeral  on  September  6.  It 
will  also  be  10  years  since  she 
was  the  official  starter  of  the 
1988  event 

Applications  should  not 


come  from  people  who  have 
already  been  informed  that 
they  have  been  selected  to 
take  part  in  the  1998  race. 

They  should  be  from  those 
people,  who  have  already 
been  rejected  or  from  any¬ 
one  else  who  feels  they*  can 
be  inspired  by  the  attempt  to 
run  the  epic  distance.  Both 
men  and  women,  experi¬ 
enced  runners  and  novices, 
will  be  considered. 

The  names  of  the  chosen 
20  will  be  published  in  The 
Times  on  Monday,  January' 
19  and  the  newspaper  will 


rhen  highlight  some  of  the 
runners'  stories  and  prepa¬ 
ration  in  the  build-up  to  the 
event  itself. 

All  the  members  of  Team 
Flora  will  be  supported  and 
helped  with  all  aspects  of  the 
marathon  running  and 
fund-raising,  from  training 
and  nutrition  to  self-  motiva¬ 
tion.  by  a  specially-selected 
support  team.  Every  penny 
raised  by  the  250  runners 
will  go  to  the  Memorial 
Fund,  as  all  administration 
costs  will  be  covered  by  die 
Flora  London  Marathon. 


Have  you  bees  in  hospital  for  an  operation? 
If  yes.  state  what  and  when 


Have  yon,  a  relative  or  friend,  ever  met  Princess 
Diana?  If  yes;  describe  the  occasion 


Have  you,  a  relative  or  Mend,  any  connection  with  any 
of  the  Diana.  Princess  of  Wales,  charities,  or*  special 
reason  for  wanting  to  be  in  the  Diana  team?  Describe 
your  connection 


Do  you  have  any  outstanding  achievements  of  which 
you  are  proud?  Tell  us  about  them 


Whar  are  your  hobbies? 


State,  in  not  more  than  50  words,  why  yon  deserve  a 
place  in  this  year's  marathon 


i  % 


|  ^  _  __  _ _ u"  . .  Please  send  the  completed  entry  form  to: 

I  The  Times  I  Diana  Team,  London  Marathon, 

j  . . . . . . . POBox507LLeightan  Buzzard,  LU7  7EY 

i _ — —  - -  ~ — . _ _ . . _ ; , 


n  a  gen  tier  world  where  _  Muffidd  treated  his  little  baby 


Ithe  beer  was  warm  and  with  si 
the  cricket  on  the  green  nately, 
was  played  out  under  a  vice-chi 
bright  sun,  everyone  would  to  belie 
drive  a  Morris  Minor.  -  a  winnt 
And  they  dp  in  the  imagi-  -  ft  wa 
nary  screen  world  of  The  the  Mi 
Borrowers'.  Mary  Norton's  place  a 
charming  story  of  4in-high  British 
people  who  live  in  the  nooks  .  dans  w 
and  crannies  of  an  English  •  Ferrari 
family  hone.  .  normal 

Little  Morrises  are  die  only  By  19 
cars  to  populate  die  cobbled  miliion; 
streets  in  the  film  version  of  dbn  at 
the  tale,  one  of  the  Christmas  Oxford 
blockbusters  this,  year  and  Typical] 
starring  John  Goodman.'  ,  could  h 
recognisable  from  • 

his  role  as  the  tele- .  b  •  "... 
vision  husband  of  *  With  their 
Roseannc  Barr.  .  ■' . 

Burly  Goodman,;,;  .r^KlllnV 
towers  over  the  Mt- 


nors  and  Oxfords.  tyre 

including  an  eat-.- ■ 
traordinary  JpTW 

stretched  version  of  . 
an  Oxford  and  a  .  tfltC 
Minor  van  belong-  _ 

ing  to  Jeff  the 

4 Terminator,  the.  -  ' 

Pest’s  Best.  Though  tllS 

'  how  Goodman, 
one  of  Hollywood’s  QlStL 

biggest  actors.  . 

would  cope  at  the  .  0XJH 
wheel  of  a  Minor, 
remains  to  be  re-  HC 

vealed  in  the 
movie. 

For  the  lovable  Moggie  de¬ 
fined  postwar  British  motor¬ 
ing:  it  was  small,  practical  and 
about  as  luxurious  as  pow¬ 
dered  eggs. 

Even  Lord  Nuffield.  Wil¬ 
liam  Morris  himself,  was  less 
than  impressed  when  the  cov¬ 
ers  were  pulled  from  the  first 
h  prototype  50  years  ago.  “Looks 
t  like  a  poached  egg."  he  huffed 
sullenly  at  his  design  team, 
eyes  narrowing  at  the  pasty, 
thin  young  chap  who  joined 
Morris  just  before  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  war. 

Unusually,  the  designer  — 
Sir  Alec  Issigonis,  who  later 
went  on  to  invent  a  little  model 
called  the  Mini  —  was  given 
responsibility  for  every  piece 
of  the  car.  He  later  said  he  had 
drawn  everything  down  to  the 
door  handles  and  the  little 
knob  on  the  tiny  gtovebox.  So 
he  was  more  than  hurt  when 


tyres  and 
primitive 
interiors, 
they  had 
the  most 
distinctive 
exhaust 
noise’ 


with  such  contempt.  Fortu¬ 
nately.  Reg  Hanks,  Moms’* 
vice-chairman,  had  the  vision 
to  believe  that  the  our  could  be 
a  winner. .' 

ft  was  more  than  that  —for 
the  Morris.  Minor  took  its 
place  as  one  of  the  icons  of 
British  motoring  for  genera-  . 
tians  who  .wouldn't  know  a 
Ferrari  from  a  tractor  under 
norma]  circumstances. 

By  1960,  Morris  had  sold  a 
million:  the  carwasin  produc¬ 
tion  at  the  Cowley  factory  in 
Oxford  for  almost  23  years. 
Typically  though,  Morris 
could-have  sold  more  but  for 
pathetic  .  under-in- 
"  :.m  vestment and  a 
their  *** of  ambition 
-  which  meant  that,  .  . 
liy  ;■  ^hlfke  Volks-  T 

-  ./•  ..wagen’S  Beetle,  the  . 

and  .car  was  little  ex-- 
..  ..  •  ported  and  hardly 

LtlVC  -  developed  at  all 
over  the  years, 
OrS,  •  apart  from  minor 
-  engine  upgrades 

frad  and  a  bit  of  smart- 
•  •  ening  up  of  the 
lost .  .  bodywork.  . 

;  That  the  lade  of 

CtlVe .  change  probably 

only  served  to  en- 
!USt  -  .  dear  the  familiar 
,  •  “poached  egg"  to 
56  •  motorists  who 

were  watching  the 
roads  fin  up  with 
new-fangled  and  increasingly 
fashionable  models  from  Ja¬ 
pan  and  Germany. 

But  if  you  grew  up  in  die 
Fifties,  you  knew  somebody 
who  had  a  Morris  Minor. 
With  their  skinny  tyres  and 
primitive  interiors,  they  had 
one  of  the  most  distinctive 
exhaust  noises  of  any  car. 
emitting  an  extraordinary 
raspberry  as  the  spindly 
gearstick  was  shoved  up  a 
notch. 

And  they  were  incredibly 
simple  mid  durable.  The  first 
cars  were  fitted  with  prewar 
side-valve  903cc  engines 
which  plopped  into  the  engine 
bay  with  room  to  spare,  ,so  if 
running  repairs  were  needed, 
even  a  driver  with  the  worst 
case  of  fingers  and  thumbs 
could  find  a  way  around  the 
carburettor,  plugs  and  points. 

To  prove  just  how  tough  the 


Oxford  bags:  an  extraordinary  stretched  version  of  a  venerable  Morris  Oxford  features  among  die  “poached  eggs"  that  fill  the  61m  version  of  the  classic  children's  story 


Issigonis's  original  sketches:  he  designed  everything  down  to  the  glovebox  handle  Minor  sold  in  droves  —  but  for  the  company’s  apathy,  it  could  have  sold  many  more 


Minor  was,  Morris  conducted 
its  own  test  in  1552:  a  nonstop 
10,000-mfle  run. 

Engineers  wanted  to  know 
how  the  mechanical  parts 
would  stand  up  to  running 
without  cooling  down.  They 
devised  a  special  trailer,  on  to 
which  the  Minor  would  run 
for  refuelling  -and  driver 
changes  without  having  to 


stop,  and  then  took  the  car  to 
the  famous  Goodwood  circuit 
in  Sussex. 

The  run  started  at  6am  on 
October  1.  SJO  624  was  fitted 
whh  a  new  SG3cc  engine 
provided  by  Austin.  Morris’s 
stablemate  in  the  newly- 
formed  British  Motor  Corpo¬ 
ration.  and  off  it  drugged 
around  tire  windswept  track. 


Almost  ten  days  later,  tire  car 
achieved  10,000.76  miles  at  an 
average  speed  of  about  45mph 
and  returned  41.9mpg  —  pret¬ 
ty  good  for  a  car  even  today. 

Bui  its  originator  was 
Issigonis,  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  minds  the  motor  in¬ 
dustry  has  produced  and 
probably  the  only  designer 
next  to  Ferdinand  Porsche 


(creator  of  the  VW  Beetle  and 
Porsche  9J1)  who  could  field 
two  entrants  in  the  league  of 
top  ten  legendary  cars,  with 
the  Mini  and  Minor. 

Even  he  could  not  have 
guessed,  though,  that  50  years 
on  from,  that  crushing  put- 
down,  his  “poached  egg" 
would  be  the  unlikely  star  of  a 
global  cinema  smash. 


•  First  Morris  sold  was 
an  Oxford  in  1913 

•  Last  Morris  was  sold 

in  1983  when  it  was  phased 
out  by  BL,  later  Rover 

•  First  British  car  with 
headlamps  faired  into  the 


the  wings  was  the  1939 
Morris  Series-E 
•  Britain's  first  £100 
four-cyiinder  car  was  a 
Minor  two-seater 
convertible,  launched  on 
New  Year’s  day.  193J 


TV  star  saved  from  death  plot 


as  they  were  considerably  dearer  than  Austins 


Film-makers  who  had 
planned  to  crash  and 
bum  a  rare  prewar 
Rover  saloon  in  the  interests  of 
artistic  integrity  have  changed 
their  minds,  and  instead  the 
car  has  found  a  new  lease  of 
life  with  an  enthusiast 
The  Rover,  which  will  be 
seen  driven  by  Bsnelope  Keith 
this  Spring  m  the  televisan 
series  Coming  Home,  was  to 
have  been  destroyed  within 
the  next  few  weeks  in  a 
dramatic  flaming  end  to  the 
series  and  to  the  Pfenetope 
Keith  character. 

When  news  of  the  automo¬ 
tive  murder  spread  through 
the  dassic  car  community, 
there  was  outrage.  Now  that 
the  1936  Rover  14  is  to  be 
spared,  relief  is  the  order  of  the 
day. 

The  Rover  would  not  have 
been  the  first  star  car  to  “die” 
at  the  behest  of  film  and 
television  directors. 

An  E-Type  Jaguar  was  just 
one  of  die  cars  that  was  filmed 
apparently  meeting  a  violent 
on-screen  end  in  the  dassic 
film  The  Italian  Job.  and 
every  week  cars  are  wrecked 


Vaughan  Freeman  on  a  rare  Rover 
set  to  be  killed  with  Penelope  Keith 


in  filmed  cops-and-robbers 
chases.  The  potential  loss  of 
the  Rover  touched  a  nerve 
however. 

Cliff  Evans  of  the  Rover 
Sports  Register,  which  has 
1.400  members  who  own  all 
sorts  of  Rovers,  says:  “The 
Rover  14  is  a  nice  car.  My  own 
car  is  the  1935  Rover  12,  which 
is  very  similar,  and,  like  the  14, 
does  not  have  a  boot.  Instead  it 
has  a  spare  wheel  on  the  bade 
with  a  metal  cover  and  brack¬ 
ets  for  extensions  that  cany 
luggage. 

“The  Rover  14  was  mostly 
used  by  doctors  and  profes¬ 
sional  people,  because,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Austin  and 
Morris  cars  of  the  time  they 
were  around  £150  dearer  and 
would  sell  for  £300  to  £350. 

They  are  not  hugely  valu¬ 
able,  but  a  car  that  has  been 
well  restored  might  fetch 
£5,000  and  a  car  in  perfect 
condition  would  fetch  a  little 
more.  There  are  not  very 


many  of  them  around  how¬ 
ever.  Even  at  Rover  club 
meetings  you  only  see  a  few. 

“I  am  very  pleased  that  this 
car  has  been  reprieved.  1  hate 
to  see  them  destroyed.  You 
often  see  something  like  a 
Jaguar  Mkll  being  tipped  over 
a  diff  and  it  always  make  me 
gasp  with  horror. 


He  adds:  “It  is  always 
better  to  see  a  Rover 
restored  and  back  on 
the  road  rather  than  being 
destroyed,  but  then  perhaps  1 
am  biased.” 

Chris  Thompson,  an  direc¬ 
tor  for  Portman  Productions, 
which  makes  the  television 
series  Coming  Home,  says: 
‘The  plan  initially  was  that  the' 
car  would  be  destroyed  in  a 
crash  and  that  it  would  burst 
into  flames.* 

The  series  is  based  on 
Rosamunde  Pilcher's  novel  of 
the  same  name,  which  speci¬ 
fies  that  the  character  por¬ 


trayed  by  Penelope  Keith 
drives  a  Rover,  and  that  the 
vehide,  with  her  in  it,  dies  a 
fiery  death. 

Now  though  viewers  will 
see  the  car  heading  al  speed 
towards  a  haycart.  Images 
will  flash  between  exterior 
shots  of  the  car  heading  for 
oblivion,  and  to  an  increasing¬ 
ly  frantic  Penelope  Keith  in¬ 
side  the  car.  Bui  the  carnage 
will  be  left  to  the  viewer’s 
imagination,  as  the  crash  is 
blacked  out 

The  plan  ar  first  was  actu¬ 
ally  to  crash  the  car.  Now 
though  we  are  going  to  cheaL 
We  have  spent  quite  a  bit  of 
money  restoring  the  car,  in  the 
region  of  £2,000.  and  although 
it  is  not  in  immaculate  condi¬ 
tion,  it  seems  extravagant  to 
destroy  it" 

The  car  has  already  found  a 
new,  more  restful  home,  hav¬ 
ing  been  sold  after  completion 
of  filming  for  the  modest  sum 
of  £1,000.  A  Permian  Produc¬ 
tions  spokesperson  said:  “I 
think  in  the  end  we  were 
rather  generous  when  we 
came  to  sell  it.  but  it  is  nice  that 
it  did  get  saved." 


ROV*r 14s  used 


ALFA  ROMEO 


ALAN  DAY.  REA3WS  +  01VS-2 S' 


ST.  ALBANS  -  01  7 2?  8S4342 


PAfiK5.  HAMILTON  •  OiCC-S  89 1C- 10 


THF  TTMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20 1997 

- ACCESSORIES  ^ 

Bjukii  Tff  SefesenfelsJ 


OT  mCtm-,«TS  Bfcrt  to  G«l  trotter.  *8--- caa«  _ _ OUM  97P  Mta14S1JlWASpM.WMB.Me|«bMnn-n3MS 


3  np«hiuayrM»,p«on>d _ _ms»  sen  Afai4W^F^«oy*.spei«.a3Rqw._xii^85 

B7R  Alt»14S1JTS18«.ArtBI«.Sunrarf.«^--^0*-  96P  Afel48  2jj*  Alb  Bad  Sumod _ *13*199  97P  Alb  159  MlMn  Spmfc.  R«X  Mays.  Atorm—XIMK 

90N  *«■  145 1 7 16W, B«l  RA5.  ABS.  Sunrotf  ...IS  ,496  97PMfc14S UTB.AH*  Red.  Mays - n^Z99  B7P  Afc1481.»,Wlta.  ASS.«mm SSJBS 


pit 

xMBgS 


ARNOLD  CLARK.  EDINBURGH  •  0131  .444  It 


DIXCN.  LEEDS'*  0113  243  1843 


REG  VARDY.  STOCKPORT  •  OlGl  430  6G60 


''miSSBS^^r. 


eaiPWHBtn'S 

HOST  HEEDED... 


96N  A»  crrv  Lusso.  AW  Blue.  Uto  A*  Con.  AJfcys  —OM*  96P  Ato  GTV.  Moafc  Btodc  Stwocl.  F9H - ,-iMJBS  97R  AB»T84  Oovarksf.  Red.  A3S.  AJrGri.  Uv — 07,896 

n^Mga  BCN  Afo1«  ID  VBSrateLueeo.Mm  Banter - C143»  99P  AHe Spider. Rad. ABS. PAS,  Uofl. BDcfc HacdJBl,M9 

9W«,WMVSS^1GWMBWA^ABS._-J1M«  «|  AfcWM^cnottcfOckax- _ PAX  67R  Alta  145 QoMrinf, Mol 9m. CD, ABS, Moft^POX, 


. . jir 

!" . iii; 


wmcnniE  an* 

in  Bonus 


96P  All«i5SiJT(S,M«1SiWr.*»V*  A8s-ABm- — 611,668  «W  Alta  19410V6,  Ala  Red  MServiM  tfstDy_CT2£9S  87P  AM>1SS2JSty«.  Rad.SR,  AfrGon,  Maya ^398 

9GP  Atf«  1«  I*  M* Bortte*  Red,  E/W.  PAS.  Mta5-..ca^«8  97P  «H1*lJtt,vm»1MElacWc8pec - ClOflSS  B6P  AJfBltt  1A,  MataSc Grew,  PAS.  ASS - OXX3 


UR  qnttn  Turbo  «Ute.  (mwi 
CroScp  lev  Tam.  gtyhhApi 

»  MPSttoutor  black,  m.  maw 


Snowdms 


>RfP«i  Saffipmls  felt  THIS  80S 


ARNOLD  CLARK.  PERTH.*  01732  638511 


SRIC  ASrtMOLE.  SWANSEA  *  01792  734051 


STERLING.  IPSWICH  •  01473  630321 


FERRARI 

authorised 


97P  AtaOTV.ABaReaCDPiaye'.Moys, _ ilMM  97B  ASti  145 OmW Rea Surrocl. Lw#»r- - MM.  97P  AfciS5aATB,AfcB»Sp*to*»wi»iSpoiw_eia«S 

S7H  JWa  14S  1.8  TSprek  16*.  P  *90  RML  ABS.  MoyS-.P.OA  97P  Aba  GTU;  Tttom  Gray - - BUK  97P  AM-  14S 1  JTWn  Spa*.  Train) - C1U95 

S7P  aHd  143 1  £T/5pMfc.  Met  9ufl.  Aloys.  ABS.  WS-J’-Q-A.  97P  .'dti  IBS  Super.  MB  R«d - tOflSS  B7P  AHa1461-B'TVita  Sperk,  Proteo  R«d.Mcys — C12^» 

96P  AM1460  2^BtecKCO.AIoyS.Q^R^-  LnZ988  9M  AP«13SZ5V6,FUiSefl8CBH«3tay - 37P  AB.1SS1AT7S,  S*vw  WTlto,  5**^ - C124B3 

97R  Alta  146  liTffiprakiev,  Met Green.  Srtvool - P-OA-  93K  AH*  164 2.0 Supar,  RA SWca  History - A733S  96M  AM»1«1ABJ«* - STM 5 


AUDIWAMTED 


FERRARI 

authorised 


CALKDON  A.  PAISLEY  •  0141  S3 7  05 Ll 


MANGOLETSI,  KNUTSPORD  *  01S55  722339 


STREAMLINE.  MORECAMBE  *  01024  322233 


97P  AltoCnvuraao. Star. Brack Lerahar.  AirCon._E21595  97P  AKi QTV Luno, Pratao Red _ 37B  AMi BTV LnMfl. MeaBle TBratoi Gray ..  ■— ROA. 

S7P  AfelSSSJ. m. SpBBPK*. 55pi*a*kvs. BadyW- 97P  Atfa14aiiTV*iSpart.SlvwVWit- - ^IJBSB  97R  Alta Spldra; Black. RM Mono - ROA. 

g7P  AKi  146 IJJTTS,  Ttar%m.  ABS.  Ntoys.  E/W.  G1 - 02^95  SOI  Alii  145  ZB  QovedMf.  Ctw*c*  ol  Cdoure - m^95  S7R  Alfa  14S  OovoImA  9kK  Air  Con - PXXA. 

97P  Aft  145 1  £  17&  Pn*»  Reft  AWTA8S.EW.OL_ til  JSS  9«  Ab14B1MUBadeawHM.A8S.Mvm. - -0985  »7R  AM  14W1Mn  Spa*,  B**.  Boorip  Surawl  — «XA. 

93K  AftHMiOUS. Mel  Grew.  AAV5.SWOO _ JSM5  9SU  Alta  14S 1716*, Protso RaO,  Sairool.  AScys - EAS9S  97P  A*«14S  16 1Y*.  Spent. TfcrtunGran  A**s_P.aA. 


We  mqufee  ihe  wry  bast 

t*gh  specilcallon  Au*. 
ftBBSS  WBptoiB  SffXJV  fiannsf 
lor  hi  emnusiasDc  raspcrm 

01483  272  451 
or  0836  52  55  52 

A  Seiner  Company 


CALEDONIA.  LINCOLN  •  01522  536302 


MCTOnVOGUc.  NORTHAMPTON  •  01604  714553 


WALKER  FARRIMONO.  BOLTON  •  01124  333111 


Q7T  JUtn  1C1 U  Si,T~  l.i - Pmten  Ron  AK Con . XT A435  9BP  ABeGTV  Lussa2AL4etsBcBUefc.  CO  Pl^iet.— C21«4SS  9«P  AI*i14«1M1Wn8|ra»fc.Sunro<A  Afloys.  ABS_i1^«9S 

g7P  Atf*  164  ID  V6  Super.  Alb  Red - yrP  Ab  1««  «**,  ABS _ £1VSS  «*  ^  «  "T*- 

96P  AHa  164  ZO  Super  Luaeo,  Genoa  Blue.  S/R — C13J96  96N  Ad«  1*5  2JJ  OoverteV,  Aloys,  Spo*er - SUMS 

S7P  AMa  146 1.6 "ITS  16»,  Piweo  Bed.  Alleys- . ...til ,998  «P  AK.  155 lOTWk.  9p«fc.Afa  Red  Soirool - E1SL4M  ^  Atta IK I^Hwta Spark, SinroaL  ABoya,  ABS ^XICLSSS 

SSN  Alfa  146 1.7  18k Pwu» Red SR.Alays  ABS -..X8MM  97P  AHa  146 IMIWtn Spark, Prateo Red - C11M95  B5N  AMa  146 1M. Biaefc. Alcye - EW9S 


BOATING 
A  YACHTING 


YEAR  END  BONDS? 


OTV  UNO  97R  Men  Btaek/Btacfc  - - - - - - - — 

AUDI  AUTHORISED 


£22.000  S»u— d  Dtnxn 
924  1144 _ 


DEALERS 


1M 10  Lu*o  A<rao  *89,sU*az/Mk  -  —  - 

Itbr.X  cnnMx.FSH.A£.CD.Tu 

a  MOT.  E4.2SO-  Ollgy-733131  AS  32  Ttpcxonlc,  97V,  Sncunld 


AUDI  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Gzaan  /  acre  IbiUmt  B/C/C  Conv- 
pecjUoB  Alton  £3A,99S.  In 
Ska  Ur  Audi  0141-274  3 06 


RSZ  H  xeo.  12k  mla.  OrigtnxX 
ante.  IsnaacnlaM  la  Itoawn 
BUM.  E44jOOO.  01243  243403 


AUDI  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


AUDI  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Agra* 
from  ft: 
9SS  A-Jia 


spccls  seas,  roof  rah,  chfr. 


J95M  Audi  RS2  A  rant-  RS  Blue.  96P  AmU  A4  L9  TD1  SE  110  Avant  97Mod- 1 
leatbedelcanora  i/scau.  abs.  traction,  eiseass.  Aluminium  Silver,  amhradie  trim.  cUnwc 


9SS  Ad  15  Saloon.  Aluminium  SDver. 

E^R. _ £M^9S 

95M  A4 1 5  Saloon,  Autumn  red,  e/sV.^Miii 

seas,  allow _ £15,795 

WP  A4l.es£  Laser  Red _ OS$95 

96P  A3  1.6  W-  CoraftwerbhK _ £1&295 

97P  M 15  Soon.  Ming  Blue.  Alloys, 

E/S/R. _ £1*995 

97P  A315Spott.  BriBoaBhck _ £17^95 

A*16&aie.Ridiyreil.a]loys,nof 

nke/sir _ £1*»S 

97P  A4l.9TDISEAvanLCaans green -£1095 


96N  A6  2JTTU  115  SESaloca  Ante. 

BamU  green,  eft* _ £19^95 

97R  A4I5TDI  HOSE Avam Aolo. 

BriBanJbbcfc,  leather,  wahml _ £2095 

97P  A62.4SE.  Aluuniium  Sdver.  Lego  Lather, 

wataaCD _ £27/495 

96N  S2  Coupe.  Later  red,  black  feather,  wahni, 

TtoctonCar  J  Ahnr _ £29^95 

95M  AS42c«ianro  Emenld  green,  Erealeuba, 
comp  alW  memay  seats,  crease 

_ 1 _ S3L995 

97R  A42.8<Banm>T«raDic.  Volcano  Black.  Eau 

Leaher,  ECC  OZ  Aloys - POA. 

97R  AS3.7SprfL  Qontr  grey.  Ecru  leather,  cruise, 
remote  locking - - - POA. 


FERRARI 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


FORD 


HONDA 


CLASSIC  CARS 


APnootaM-my  30  Sms** 
od  30-HoraAaera  to  nock  at 
asr  on  dsn  AD  ton  yan  Rw 


pin  Flmaa  tor  an  Fort  I 


aJMCOKTHffltllLCABj 


Unulcti  ML  TW: 
D0GA7O1E3OS14440 


I  airbag,  roof  rwlt.  cfac.  5000  alarm,  tracker.  17“  conuuL  ahs.  twin  airbags,  remote  locking. 
aDpj,  wjjeria.  8.460mls- _ _ £47,995  {/arancaL  a/tfe.  e/windows,  cdxl.  competition 


alloys.  9.860nds _ J20J95 


ROVER  FSB  SA  Utn  Conpe  1P72 

ztxcoB  bisml  . . unraMMtmi 

lnwwil.  patot  and  ntutima 
tUlHl-a.  Maeaolto  too Jbmr. 
£7000.  0191  97 7  19*6  t 


Fort  can  maily  new  ftt 

^to  PUato.  tom 
l««ggW1738 


I9SM  And!  RS2  A  ran  l-  RS  Blue. 

Icatba/aleantara  nxaro  scats.  uhcsD.  abs.  a/bag.  93L  And!  2JE  Convertible  MMod.  bufigo  Bine 


traction.  e/Yoof.  315  BHP.  17”  carrera  cup  alloys.  Peori  blue  jacquml  sports  seats,  blue  hood.  obi. 
10  suck  cd.  39.1  SOmb- - - - -£41395  pas.  e/windowi.  c/toddng.  e/mhron.  10  spoke 


Franklin  Audi...  the  forecast  is  quattro. 


ton  fcrnbm  i 
Bnvan  01480  81 


HONDA  HONDA 
HONDA 

New  W9SHHD  specification 
Fantastic  savings  on 
ai  currant  models 

January  deSvaiY  svsBahie 

Cal 0)703 470208 
Fax  471 707 
or  070001  EUROCAR 
Loose  Hue  Quotations 
ArtlaUa 


alloys.  2W*X>nIs. 


196N  Audi  A8  4J!  qnattro  Up.  Ragusu  Great.  ' 

ecru  leather,  front  £  rear  seat  pack,  airbags.  92J  And!  S2  Coupe.  Panther  BUdc 


I  cruise,  rear  Wind.  pWroof.  thro  lend,  dlodts.  <seal&  ^  coa^onj,,,,  ^  oactioo. 

h/l/W.  lOcti.  comp  alloys.  28J80mls  ..£35,995  5/^,1.  obc.  clocking.  a/wbccU. 


96N  And]  A8  3.7  Spurt  Tip.  Emerald  Green.  4ft680"k' - £17^95 , 

anthracite  leather  s/scau.  climate  control,  cheat  rtrsm  marc 

pact  cruise,  rear  Mini  h/JAvash.  trtocks.  tolar  U1“ 

18  *U°y  95N  Ferrari  F355  Spider.  GaloDy  Yellow, 

at.wuml* - ...  _ —  1 _ 1 


OTHER  MAKES 


S5MRS2  4WD  *.».* 

37H  62  4.2  nualtio  SPOHT  »*..» 
97 H  63  i.2  Q'jatlra  SPORT  *  *  *  «  * 
3SK  A3  4.2quat1roSF0HT  ***** 
93M  AS  4.2  quattro  ***** 

* ‘ENHANCES  SPEC  ♦ 

OPEN  7  DAYS 
SUNDAY  10-4 
A  Sytner  Company 


97R  6J  2.3  quc-ttm  AVAST  »  • 
9.R  AT  2.5  quattro  AVANT  *  • 
57F  £4  l.Seual'ra  *  *  *  *  * 
97P  S6 ESTATE 4710  ..**. 
95W  S2  COUPE  4V, '0  *  *  *  *  * 


FERRARI 


Tab  0171  60S  6969  t 


LE61HES  13  SIS  •  ♦  •  »i:6TH:R  4’I0  A'-9  .*»•*•£!: 

Tel : 01 13  263  3431 


r  ?nnpi 


ton— Ha  Uotorg.  Oton 
a  SOX-  Mo  Oarta.  Frtoct 


onto.  RM— d  pontoo  Mac 
0171  93891 IS. _  I 

—  r  - 1 - r-— ^ 

0410  94866CLBto  nintoin 


FERRARI 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


MUM  XXS  Com.  2*2.  14JS00 
■DM,  rrtfervni,  MW  7  Chor- 


MTS  £7  1994»  1400  toOrt  cn  -  ■  -- 

ss-ssfSErss: 

tfcm.  <toa  0041  79  40299*1 


SOS  an  1986,  3ik  mto,  SnpeA 


.  ,  —  -  black  leather,  air  ctmditiaiiiqg.  pawn  hood. 

97P  Audi  ifiE  Convertible.  Ming  Blue,  blue  ^«ats.  airbag,  active  ride.  18”  akwy  wbeds. 


hood,  blue  kathcrfdoih.  sports  sears,  abs.  pas.  10^80fcms — — - — - — U&S95 

c/lockins.  eAvindows «.  immobiliser.  10  spake*. _ _  _  _ _ _ 

3.960mls _ £25595  97R  Porsche  Bozstcr  Tip  V  Romlsler.  Boxsier 


ASTON  MARTIN 


BMW  WANTED 


CLASSIC  CARS 


TOYOTA LAND 
CRUISER  AMAZON 


plate  ondonel  wn. 

teOUlti  MMOt 

4^0—2 


II  Black  Hp""***.  foil  savannah  Icsdscz’. 

97P  Audi  1JB  20V  Convertible.  Cactus  Green.  I  centre  console,  wind  deflector,  bu  pack.  cd.  | 


VRtAOR  Kas  Coup*.  SOm/ Bhre  WANIBS  Vtontod.  850  840  760  JMUMM ETVHb pWmatotartwt- 
hldo.  13k  mto.  £49996.  Hn  M3  MS  M6  MC,  nr  mOnlt  sms  I— ant.  1969,  S2.  3+2. 

_ »— -IT- smite Bollnitet  01d2fl  660*13  /  0631  123911  LBS,  whto/kod  Imlbe.  AfG. 

toetll:  01566  873289  - - CWtr.  bammrntoe.  —HMM. 


rums-  ffi£wss 

Also  CAT  car  06/92,  5800  mis. 


0831 361611/ 0171 460  < 


ecru  leaibex/cloth  sports  scats,  green  hood.  abs.  catergoty  1  almm. 

sports  air  bag.  pas.  cdL  remote  locks,  a/wbecls.  68rals - - - - - 

11.6S0mls _ £23,495 


Wotmt.  Tel;  01565  873289 
DB7  96  F.  BK  tea,  CUnm 
uiamitni— I  |ih(  auto.  prUdne. 
5s9^Sa  Trt  01792  390199. 


87  96  Fra tea  Mom  paid  foraa 
low  mtoa  BKirt  lldl  Vmllwy 


01372  749090 


Omrtolma  bo  1  •■■■■**. 

•bo  KBOakto.  S177SQteL 

0191  3846116,  0374  189300. 


M  T8  -91  B.  . 
MC,  temobi  t 


UK 


MO  1990,  All  aorvlai 
386  OfUm.  7/95. 
£B9jO0a.  OO  49  i; 


.  1029000.  j  _  ,  _ 

ga^il:i**gsaasii4mi 


XJH  Supanbazurt  4 U  1996, 
Bt;  Cmm  [tor  BptoteMry  + 
HIM,  to  ItrtwU  anMUadn 
wr^.23^00 

IBM  wiful*.  FSH.  BB6JDO0. 
TV  tO 1752  7SK661- 


II  97R  Mercedes  Bob  CLK  239  Sport.  BnBiani 
9531  Audi  2-6E  Attto  CaanttMe.  Axtuaoa  I  Stiver,  leather.  HXmxr  coocroL  cheats  xi 


I  Green,  emu  leather  sweats,  power  bood.  abs.  c/s/roof,  air-  4x  a/bags.  r/blind.  parkuooic.  cruise, 
airbag,  e/w  x4.  alarm  JL  c/fodting.  I  (ted.  10  spake  jsv.  cd.  allay  wheels.  —1  specification. 


la/w.  25.680rab _ £22^95  I  640rnls _ J 


- £4Syt95 


97PAmSA4T  Sport  Cactus  Green,  spots  scats.  97R  Mercedes  Benz  SLK  230.  Grren/Bbdc. 
clixnatc  coutroL  abs.  a/s/c.  airbag,  obc.  rrawrc  lather,  ^o,,.  afs/c.  4x  atibags.  e/w.  edm. 


V8 COUPE 
Automatic. 


locks,  e/w.  cruise,  e/d/m.  oompetitiou  alloys.  I  ^  ^  j*,  R1  '  SLK  ! 


_ £22,995 


- £41,995 


October  96. 12JD00  ude*.  F5H, 
AOOD  M*TB  fiifl  wanaiaj  »  Aped 
*99.  Some  exhrn  good  toliaCn 


Merad“  Bem  CLK280.  Ruby  Red.  ariou 
Green,  anthracite  inm.  dmnue  wnnot  abs.  ]a^g  ^  coaAti<mblIi  e/h|of, 

airbag,  from  armrest  ew.  walnut  cAockmg.  fcihar  .  ni.i  5®.  „itnu 

adP^s.  aw.  lO.fiOOmls _ Cl  J95  "J*  “P  hoUto’  efcl‘  *n,D-  ** £gl 


flltUMIL 

Td:  01903885  085 


WE  BUY 
QUALITY 
HIGH  SPEC 
BMW 

mot  rau  seance  MT7CW 

ANYWHERE 

FUME  FBRC  oarer  MIS 

0831  722227 

.  lFB«ai 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


M3KMCK  2£  ID  led,  96,  DfcAaer  _  _ 

.’S  LAND  ROVER 

mto.  £36996.  01803  812135  ======== 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS  . 


E1B0  COJfTWENTAl  CAB  I 


- £34>995 


I94L  Audi  2SE  CunvertlMe.  Crystal  Silver,  blue  I  „  __  ,  „  _ _ .  _ , 

pcipinid  sports  seats.  Nue  cloth  hood.  abs.  pas.  }  Moweal  Bloc. 


MMOKK  LTD  Sto  *94<Kk  tett, 

btork/htof*  tort—  ML 


[c/locking.  c/ windows  *4.  e/d/ra.  wahrnL  |  fcaber.  air  corngonhig.  ahs.  efteaxs. 


IlmmcMiser.  10  spoke  alloy  wheels  2Z6S0tnIs  eftninoB.  cal  I  alarm.  IT1  round  hole  jfloyL 
- C2A995  46ral* - £25*95 


ASTON  MARTIN 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


J^rOl442T86aa£r~ 


Wb  reqireF  Urn  vary  best 
speatcatran.  Kr*  nmeage 
BMWs  and  Alpines. 
ft83se  fdBphOM  Adriai  HB 
lor  an  erahusastc  response. 

01206  231  540 
or  0385  737  969 


anon  <o  ltd  n  9**t 

Gna  toibK  Ama  CD  FSB  1 
umw.  Mr  cam  MOT  62K  mite 
,  VOC  C129SO-  01483  232907. 


aaom  40  LTD.  sHruma. 
98CZO.  ertr  138  *BlA  OD  «» 

01^j2<<7^1cSr^So'^>300  . 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


3o2°i£ro?  or**® 

JWOOTt  SteUk.  94L,  Stock/ 


LANDROVER 

DISCOVERY 

FantasticSBvinBSonnew 
TDtS  &  ES  modal*.  Manual 
or  Automatic.  All  whh 
delivery  rrstesge.  TDiS 
loaded  with  extras. 
Ranee  Row  also  supplied. 
01703470208/ 
Fax 47  17  07 

Bumnass  Leaajno  avrtable 
Pan  Exchange  Welcome 


STPTMSCMaslonGiMi  .iZljNB 
PP  THIS  A  Pmtatai  Green  Q2JSS 

S7P  TOiXSOdoal . SUMS 

968TD1H  AatoAtoAMr  .J2LSSS 

96WTMESArioaeck . £22^6 

BSHin  ES  Alto  Epecm  GnenOt995 

979 TDIES  AM  9wi . J2M» 

VP  TUI  ES  Auto  FMM  Btae  J2A996 
I7P  TOES  Aria  OdmriBkB  J29JK 
t5N  w  ES  AntoVAkrOnv  (2MK 
979  VM  ES  Am  ABenrSRwr  SUMS 
97R  WES  Ante  ftcjl  Red  ..J2199S 


nelWHttoMha  if 

- nnaiHGien - 

9  «MU BMpiMliW 
■  — BBMbr 

■UKBrtMMBL-aii  SDra1 
■UlUMMMrtKBUB  OftT 
■DWMkMMHLEES  OM 


Used  Rtatfp  Btxwn  iWy  j 

- BMGEHVB - 1 

fl  UKHBMfcX - MB  SKIP 

m  ukumabjh  but 

B  U0HB.B8ta.K_ DUE  BOB’ 

V  UCOOMikllR _ QUI BOT 

B  UBOOtataOL-XlUB  BW 
■UBJKItafrtA21l-DUB  Bf 
B  UUMHolKK— OB  MUt 
B  USOBkEmtaK  JBP  «T 

- mami - 

»  nsMtatai _ ebb  acre 

w  nsBAtaicrau _ na  far 

BViMAWtaK _ dub  tar 

w  iiBUmtaK _ bub  Br 

B  »B«ltota3l_a*  HUP 


Please  part-exchange! 


A:  s 

yin-?"  d;recr  cur  b-g^es!  probien 

1  .sr.'-  5; 

Cc’s.  it's  vr.cir.g  lherr  ! 

Wrt- 

'  Porscnj,. Jaco,  Range  Rov>;-. ' 

/erci-do 

'5,  “V 

f’ari.soo'  Abtf  vvdnin  jp-j 

G'o-d 

l!'S  "Ct 

jUS* 

SP-2C-.2I  BWA's  -vo  require.  !n  ‘2.- 

at  Sy 

tnrr  t 

he  bos!  ceal  5  t-o  part- 

9“  ceai. 

94M  esoesi  Abi-d  -  uv.s  :eT 

344000 

96P 

52S i  A  SE  Lei::-e-.  Tccker 

.•  5T 

£33500 

92K 

asoci  a  sc'.ms  x-spc-.™  2?.T 

C33SS0 

9CN 

S2Si  SE  A.:  Ccn.  ESR 

5-7 

£23450 

92J 

SSGCi  A  Gees  Sc-.'.;  23“ 

£X1tSS3. 

95M  525!  SE  At  Ccr. 

0-7  ZT 

£19250 

37R 

640i  Sport  H  ph  Sc-tC  7T 

S49S50 

9G? 

525,  TDS  SE  Go-sd  Sc-jp 

*2T 

£26500 

9GP 

840Ci'A4.«S-&K!s.  X-ScCkSS-sT- 

C4S850 

97R 

5231  SE  h'  r,b  Spec 

4T 

£31500 

35N 

840CI  AHtfhSpss  •••  S3T 

■C41000 

S6P 

5231  SE  Loather,  =33 

*  17 

£2S500 

94M 

"SttL  A  i'v  Vs'jc!  1ST 

£33850 

96P 

520!  SE  Tour  He1:  Spec 

197 

£20000 

96P 

750i  A  SoO^rc  13T 

C4G500 

9€P 

520,  New  Shape 

177 

£23750 

97R 

740,  A  H  Jft.SfWC,  ;  FT 

E47GCO 

95M  5 20/  A  SE  A1' COX  CO  Sir. 

r-i  i 

£17550 

57P 

740i  A  TV.  S:t  >.Cv-  tCT 

£41650 

95N 

5!Si  SE  Tounng  Ge-ed 

!:C  ‘  77 

£l  7COO 

97P 

74/H  A  Hirjh  Sp-jC  :  '  :  7 

£79500 

A'pma  C-v  :  t> '  2  See 

vvpT.tte  sdve". 

96P 

740i  A  GcoP  cOT 

£35750 

57R 

23  23  V4CP.V-;  Sp:-C 

37 

£31000 

96N 

7401  A  T/  .IS'  .1  Pr, ;  n-3 '  •  33T 

£36650 

96N 

Z3  t.9  LHD  H:gr.  See; 

.';3T 

£16350 

9bN 

7<0iAnig7:  Sp«.  l-T 

£34000 

97R 

M3  Evo  Cow  A.r  CC* 

IT 

£43350 

94M 

740o  A  C.'S?ctv  -  f/'V'r  SoT 

£23350 

97R 

M3  Evo  Ccnv  G-ceb  See-: 

*7 

£43000 

94L 

740i  A  Ok d  Spec  437 

£20350 

OTP 

M3  Evo  Conv  Gscd  Spec 

c-T 

£35350 

97R 

73a  A  VKVi  Sees  C.T 

£43750 

9£N 

M3  Ccnv  A  r  Ccn 

277 

£33350 

97P 

72a.  A  TV.  GS.V  PVcr?  19T 

£34650. 

94L 

M3  Conv  Good  Spec  . 

1=7 

£31250 

96 P 

72Bi  A  G:od  Sp€-;  .  \  ?1T. 

£29750 

96N. 

M3  Evo  Ccupe  Leit-.v  A: 

sr 

£38350 

ES  F 

MfilSCSi  SlL.-n. .  f  ?T 

€16500 

9GN 

M3  Evo  Coupe  Leather.  A 

'57 

C36500 

94 M  MS  G  Spd  Gcc.r  Sc-X  .  icT 

£26500 

S5N 

M3  GT  Limited  Editlcn 

AIT 

£25350 

93L 

MS  3.6  Good  Sere  6?T 

£24700 

.  33L 

M3  Coupe  Gecd  Spe-e 

SOT 

£24850 

97 P 

540l  VOS;:.'?  Sp-'C  -27 

£42500 

S7R 

M3  Evo  ADR  Morr.iv?  3-,. 

A  ST 

£40000 

93L 

S30i  Loathr  r,  A  r  Ccn  rCT 

£13500 

9GN 

M3  Evo  ADR  A1-.  ESR 

2AT 

£34350 

97P 

53Ei  A  SE  Tc-jr  Vcpp'.-?  Sd€C  4T 

£33350 

:  OEM  M3  4DR  Hir.r'Sp-rC 

ATT 

£25350 

97P 

575,  Tc-u  ring  IwcC;  5I0  Scv-C  1 1“ 

£39850 

97R 

223!  A  Tour  Veee'-s  See; 

27 

£29750 

97 P 

523i  A  SE  FDC.  OSC'  -.07 

£22250 

323!  Com,  Cl-p-po  c!  5 

Frc- 

£27500 

Above  a  selection,  a  further  200  cars  available. 

Sytnerdirect 

01159241144 


Approved  Used  Cars 


Cotswold 


Range  rover 


ORAMD  CmOKS  40,  1996T. 

8JWO  ffTTT,  U  Mi  Aulu,  98  Mdl  1 

art  Mte  ipeo.  823960. 


SMC  Vogue  AraoPtjmtai  Bbi  £12995 
9«4JSEAiABBMBBkW  XNJk{ 
MHSHSEArafcn . X32J«[ 


a  HRfliMtMtaafliB  m/t 

BHHOltatataKBUBBta1 
HBewuat- SBMOSW  ! 


a  HBBuwMtaaiLQui  met 


9SN  840  CIA  Arche  Grey,  Bcfted  X-SpQkes,  32K - C4QJK5 

83 L  7401  Fjonl  &8y.  Air  Con,  AOoys,  61 K - £1^996 

97P  7351 A  Storing  59rtr,  X-Spoko  ASoys - J38J9S 

94M  7301  Onert  Sue.  Auto  MX  DSeas,  48K - £22.995 

9SN  52S  ASE  OxlortJ  Green.  Alloys.  ESR.  Ffljghts,  2SK  £21,495 
96M  SSI  ASE  Oxfbni  Green,  ASoys,  ESR,  F/Ughts.  43K  £18,995 

95M  S2S  SETour  Maldives  Bkra.  ADoys.  ESR.  55K - £17,495 

96N  S2W  SE  Tour  Oidorti  Green,  AOoys,  A/C.  30K - £21.495 

98N  M3  Conv  Cosmos  Black.  HiR  Speakers.  12K  - £39^95. 

9flN  M3  Evo  Boston  Green.  Auto  A/a  Uhr.  19K - £38.995 

97P  3281  Sport  Montreal  Blue.  Air  Con,  Litis.  8K - X2&99S 

6&i  32S Sport  Bngm  Red.  M2  Uftr.ESfl.36K - £24,995 

96N  3281 A  Tour  Cosmos  BUkK  ESR.  f/Col,  20K - £24,995 

95F4  3281  Coupe  Bnght  Red.  ESR,  R/Spokas,  Uhr,  26K  JC23^95 

95M  32S  Coupe  Calypso  Red,  A/C.  F/Gol,  OSC.  38K - £20,995 

98P  320t  SE  Korea  Green.  A/C.  ABoys,  S/Seas.  11 K — £20^95 

96N  3201  SE  Jet  Black.  ESR,  Alloys.  Air  Con,  8K - £19,495 

96P  3181  Com  Boston  Green,  Air  Con,  17K - £24^95 

94M  318  Conv  Dark  Blue,  Power  Hood.  RGot.  54K - £18^95 

96P  31«  Ccsmos  Back.  ESR,  Air  Con,  Alloys.  21 K - £17.995 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


luu.  17.500  mto  1  w 

ggjtso  owoToiai 

LANDROVER 


DttaOVBIY  TD0  Flev  *M  F.  1997 
■art.  Ortottl  btae  ■«i'm»l. 
12000  mto  MB.  S  Or,  7 —mtm, 
ami  tneL  twin  58.  mtr  con. 


*,  01428  682626/688392 
£000186  39  auta,  -94 1*44000 
mto  FPSH.  Ml  MC,  A tiSTrtr 
baa.  *1*  auap,  entoa  oterioL 

poo-  TtooiiSriFMrra* 


96N4AHSE  Epsom  (been  ..S3TM* 
3S84JSKSE ftojkfiad  .....JJ/.496 
PH4£KSEA«*ierohy ..  X3S^9S 
S7P  AS  USE  Hop  Hud  .....SUMS 
9B4J6HSE  Epsom  Oman  ..XII^SS 
iTHUH&Mn . SPJXA 


B  ataUMkK - n*  Ota 

BHBaUtoMtaiEUUE  Bta 


B  t9Bnutata|B9AK-JUBf« 


nracovprr  vet  1994,  !■«* 

total  *a*T  tor  niDmpa, 
■Om/goto  7  a— to  Ttojw. 
FSH.  €11960.  Tab  .  0191 
384611a.  0374  189300. 


LANDROVER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


'  Mcnday-Salurdoy 

0181  522  0023 

Suiidav”; 

|  0490  5??796 

■<v  !jnc.v,tr:;l;.;5.T  - 


a  umai  smi*__BijE  ar 
a  nsiatahis _ sue  m» 

B  BBIR9I1S - BIB  HUT 

B  IBBJHItl — ausour 
b  HBnitaKsi — tarn  bwp 

a  asim,tai6«|ia_DUi  (BUT 

raaaas"1 


'«uirrr7 


96P  DISCOVERY  VMS 

tarenOMn/BttmBiigtCloBi, 

rrasayHMoyAiT 

OWY  £18,850 


-Dutton-Forshciw- 


oSS'eiB^’&ffraeSi^t 
FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


Hallamshire 

0114  276  5655 


S7R  B3  3^Towieg  SwtWanjnic 
Uszr n  Cce  ♦  5*041  bjjw  mw 
Tbs  uPhmaie  m  jraaal.  OoKnrws. 
hjiurv  (JW<J  21  ;185GQ 

97P  810  SwlicJunroti 
Hiff)l7Dcunjir?  ST  *55  KQ 

S7P  B3  3 2  Coupe  Switcntroric 

loeispre  6T  CS50CC 

S5M  B3  3.0  Coupe  SwIBMrtflls 
£/iciie^Sm!‘Lsi!na.AIr  27T  £36500 
35MB3  3.0  Coupe  StorWWOofe 
Ver,Hf^iSp«  ST£j60CC 

95MB3  3.8  Coupe  SwUclunmlc 

low  a  32Ts:4an 


BMW  Ml 

Atone  White.  Back  Leather. 
Full  UK  History.  Stunning.  8TW. 
20T.  £S5.C<X3 

Sytnerdirect 


BMW  703  L 
BtarirGiBy,  fttfUaffisf 
97P.  De-Chratnair  twhprtss. 
2nd  Rione  ESa  Sat  PtSv,  K  WlWl 
■ftp  HlFi.  7.000  Ue.  Starmg  Car 
POA 

WJflfllBS  Windwsiw 

01962866866 


GET  TO  GRIPS 

with  winter  coniiitions 


- RANGE  ROVER— — 

OHIfiEMxIftfUT . ta 

WKSEJtoB,  Esun  AT . -saim 

BPDSEtito6mmBR.tTT  ...SSSM 

■PBrUtoACatlT . HUB 

WHBEAtoWta«FT_ . SUB 

saWE*to.S*n.lTT . SBJBS 

BHtaaSEpBRlL>C.t7T....lfiBl 
— 1  DBOOVBBf - — 

»H«BAB«toJT . DRIB 

BFinsAObtijr . xeuB 

rPTBSAEttaKtr . . .man 

SMBJta  set . softs 

■  PTn& Canto  ST . DUE 

MT«ataaAC4<T . iJ7J85 


**4»w*.8te»«w'tal«toUww - -  raw 

RFMBtatiitatraubitaiwta _ er  nre 

MPUta.topM'OrtllMKtoOrt _ 0761 

■SUM. fram&teBaWlaim tort. 9»toa _ jn  BUM 

■UREItoto/MUIte. _ njg 

BfluSktkrttoi/iipftoartwiacEn _ mm 

•DusAemuawiitatoMUMtiritatiMtoen8art.(kcteiikui2a:  *am 

WUKAtalto/lpetelMmr _ n  ryM 

ta«w ABmWrt— H— MfcteM_ _ a  r^w 

■raiSDCtaaamifMkQgb _ _ 0,  m 

mUWEkltoe.tto.Ulteml—  ■  ■  •  ^  £5 

WLSK.mpnGf/GamMm.tS _ St  BUB 


fS?M" 


•rMbtoteBteSmtoCPS 


0115  9241144 

BMW  Z3  1.9 


Wiggins 


High  Spec,  LHD 

23T,  Cl  8^50 


llB  88  1993  X.  dart  btea  mat,  2 
tarns.  FtUCWSH.  tin  maculate 

^^gi^6a^3S6  SVwSt. 


32K  BS  tyaxx  Ante,  amtaDto  Imace •  £7 MO. 
2S-iJS~lto£*ltora  compote.  3732  TreMg  977.  Swaa Ovra. 


Z'TArjtX'CB'j  4i3iaMe  D-.vt 

8T2  5.T- r  Sties  3S7BHP 

i2«tiO&>ncn-t!5^itBi 

819  4.6-5  SetiOS  348SHP 

SSac^frJnpn-i.’tUitn 

Sunn  or  lasing 

83  32  -  3  Series  237BKP 

54«Cf36to3fi-TCidWn 

CMK.  S413P.  ConrorToamj 


Sytnerdirect 

0115  924  1144 


nMWSa  HA  tooKiiln*. 
Cl  2500  mm  >01811  518  4608 


Beige  Ldn,  FuB  Bk  VOt  mbs. 


Altova,  BMW  etovm. 
0181  8S94357/P411 


MS  BmUo  Coma.  96  F.  EsMeU 
bbm  metallic  vtto  UflMjP-v 
taeCMZ.  too  air  earn  FoWbad 
•Dm  BMW  almm  ead  (zaokax. 
Btptoslva  Alpba;  aadto  eirtam. 
WnmteBkev  16000  miles. 
rteiotaa  laaauu  fox  arte. 
ea8J9R  01664  840688. 


Christmas  Crackers! 
Jfsm  ROVER _ 

fagusSCAukoBlack/Btacfc £ 


52SSE Auto wrueuml aim/  S oini 

on  ckrti  FBanvSK  cd  £29496 


r cteb  FBMWSK cdl £29496 
BraUraudl  0363-2743636 


;ji  mcden  Mitane  *m  SAttWrorsc  - 

5  vea  UO  cairretina  mnssty  a  Ft 


5  speed  mo  omening  unsay  c 
infs  sweiQ  »«fi  3E3i«nge 


96P  Alpina  B8  4DR 

1  of  3  official  imports. 

£  6  litre  VS  power. 
Posstoiy  the  fastest  3  Series 
fft  the  UK. 

I75mph  guaranteed. 
0115  924  1234 


XZ5TD8  88  L  rag.  Black,  ilicto. 
nunrsto  83k.  v^c.  Cii^b- 
01767  640762/0402  ISO  142 


Ujffnomi  0113924  123d 
r.iudin  ■ )  CQpm  07050 105  400 


Sytner 


B23i  SK.-97  R.  2500  mto  Oass- 
toe  sale.  Cosmrm  StaoHnd 
Balga  Irtlar  btate.  aBoy* 
mautepoke  wlmeto  mnlrt- 
foucUuw  vtartbw  wbato 
cracker  eiuum,  MC.  CDftadto 
rawa»nanM»6CDcfaaager.app 

63SJ  Sport.  C  r w%  ZtooBar  ito 
97k.  auiioib  itoMdxm,  F/X 
pew.  5^6  01442  713S2P  t 


4499P73  to  0181  4404328  t 
23  25  BootoB  Gwea  urn*  .nniju 
tend  Air  cun,  6  dte  CD, 
crate  cort.  i*rta  A/tmfrtirt 
■earn  t  mirror*.  Ow6  ■ones. 
9mto  AtbS  so*,  tort  191500. 
Otfam.  Tab  0131  3S47118 

Z3  15  LHD,  Ocr  %  aUrar,  Up 

SSoo^^s™ 


«  EVO  coupe.  BfiOO  mom. 
Tam  no  vmm.  boat  at  atoma. 
3333  BFQ  mg  ptotm  MODOO 
ana.  Gtoute  naann  IW  air. 
01926  24B728<6ayttoa)  or 
01928  246876<e*aalaul 


B  19  97F.  Alton  Use. 

owtww.  s§y7i 


MN  <BHSE Biarritz Hue/Qranile, 23k  ,.X38y495 
9»  45  HSE  ftogja'Gcanto.  32k . S33J96 

****„, 

pn*  4<B  H8E  fttaUgMakine.  IZto  ■•....  J3^jg) 

DISCOVERY 

931  TDI S  ttn  AvptotyGtsnts.  24k . £17995 

B7P  TO  ES  Auto  EpsomBeige  Lthc  T3k .  £28^000 
97P  VB E$ Auto Rjo^/Grey Lafflber, 8k  ..JtOMS 

VIP.  TIM  Artn  Ntaflfa/QimvtoSk . JE22.750 

87P  TO  S  WiOTi/Bdg*,  9k . . JE2XU5 

I7P  TOESMmjStarfGf^LMthtoMk.  SOtW 

iuASETEunnt£ottvistrouRweMrrE 

FOR  INSTANT  DETAILS  ON  40  ♦  DBCOVERCS 
WITH  PRICES  FROM  E1AOOO 


BOH  Ranga  Row  Vogue  30k . £13,495 

97R  Driender  Hard  Top  5k  .......  £1^895 

MM  OiKonfyVBES . X17«6 

9SN  CRseowylDl  ilk . ...£11995 

95N  Discovery  TCI  S  A  37k . £171996 

95N  DiscowyTDI  S  24k. . £1305 

85N  DtscowryTO  S  19k.  . £1(500] 

96M  DitcomyTOl  ES  38k.  . £19595 

B7P  DtecowfyTO  ASk.  . 22tSOO 

97P  WtcowryTDI  S  9k.  . EZU5C 

97P  ffisomeryTUSSk.  . £21806 

97P  DtaxnraryTtMSfik.  . ‘..£21596 

97P  DbcomryTDl  S  Sk  . .£21595 

B7P  DhenwyTO  S.%  . £22896 

f  MANYW  REORSHAnONS  FROM  ‘ £2^1 


1-:^  • 

kV^v. 

w. , . 

1^-6  .  • 

1  9,  >■ 
t'-'  '• 
i  >VJ  *  - 

IS*  ■ 


B7P  DacovwyTDl  ES 


laaOV  for  MMT- 
ood.  Stock  with  patpa  I6de  «m. 


rtth  Balga  U6a  vta. 


BOO  CMwZtf  -  John  WSsar  Business  Park 
WhitstslJte,  Kent  CT5  3QT  -  Th&et  Wav  ■  iM  10-12 
Telephone  (01227)276611  -FacmPe  (01227)276586 


call  without  d&ay  to  find  out  if 
V*E  CAW  MATtiH  YOUR  REQU1BEMBITS 


[3 


I 


NS 


go 


45 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20  1997 


Once  in  Royal  David’s  City  stood  a  lowly  battered  sled:  a  tale  of  festive  forecourts 

Nothing’s  too  dear  for 
Santa  at  the  Sleigh  sales 


Santa  grasped  the  handle 
of  the  up-and-over  door 
and  heaved  it.  up  and  then 
over,  to  reveal  a  machine 
that  had  a  long  way  to  go.  He 
sighed.  His  machine  had  already 
been  a  long  way.  in  fact  it  was  on 
its  second  Billion  miles  and  had  so 
many  MoTs  Mrs  Santa  had  said 
he  ought  to  publish  them  as  a 
book.  “You  could  bring  the  book 
our  for  Christmas,"  Mrs  Santa 
had  suggested,  roaring  with 
laughter.  Santa  loved  his  wife  but 
sometimes  he  thought  she  was  a 
complete  nutter. 

The  sleigh  was  A-reg.  The  gold 
had  faded  and  there  were 
scratches  here  and  there.  The 
fading  was  caused  by  starlight 
which  had  that  effect  on  gold.  It 
went  milky;  that  was  its  wav.  The 
scratches  were  made  by  debris 
that  had  fallen  off  rhe  back  of 
other  vehicles  —  satellites,  mostly. 
He  had  been  told  the  satellites 
were  so  that  people  in  Britain 
could  watch  football. 

When  Santa  took  over  the 
business  from  his  dad  you  could 
rravel  right  round  the  Earth  and 
not  meet  another  thing,  especially 
on  Christmas  Eve.  Quietest  time 
of  the  year.  Christmas  Eve.  San¬ 
ta's  dad  had  a  joke  about  it  “We're 
lucky  God  put  Christmas  Eve 
before  Christmas  Day,”  he  would 
say,  “Makes  our  job  a  lot  easier. *■ 
Santa  got  into  the  cab.  He 
cracked  the  whip  and  the  reindeer 
reared  and  pawed  the  ground. 
They  were  in  decent  fade.  Santa 
hitched  them  up  for  dry  runs 
about  once  a  month,  to  keep  the 
blood  circulating.  Every  six 
months  he  took  them  round  to 
KwikShoe  to  have  their  feet  done. 

The  sleigh  was  a  Ghia  version. 
Santa  liked  a  bit  of  fake  walnut, 
and  the  air  conditioning  you  gor 
with  the  Ghia  was  more  or  less 
essential. 

Santa  sighed  again,  deeper  this 
time.  It  was  December  20.  Not 
long  left,  Santa  thought.  A  Satur¬ 
day.  too.  Santa  hated  shopping  ai 
the  best  of  times,  in  fact  he  hated  it 


/l 


so  much  that  he  had  privatised  the 
warehouse  toy  business.  What 
with  that  and  his  wife  opening  the 
letters,  he  could  concentrate  on  the 
deliveries,  which  was  the  bit  he 
enjoyed.  He  had  always  liked 
driving.  But  buying  a  new  sleigh, 
that  was  a  bind. 

Still,  it  had  to  be  done.  Santa 
hitched  up  the  team  and  pointed 
them  at  the  out-of-town  shopping 
centre,  where  Sleighs 'R 'Us  had 
just  opened  a  megastore.  The 
great  thing  about  tins  time  of  the 
year  was  that  nobody  laughed  at 
him.  In  December,  half  the  old 
men  in  the  country  seemed  to  be 
dressed  up  like  him.  He  found  it 
rather  puzzling,  but  quite 
flattering. 

A  boy  of  about  13  with  spots  on 
his  face  and  a  suit  thar  nearly 
fitted  came  up  to  Santa.  He 
identified  himself  as  the  Executive 
Manager.  New  Sleigh  Sales.  San¬ 
ta  explained  that  he  had  an  A-reg 
Ghia  to  trade  in.  “Fifty  Euros”  the 
boy  said.  “Against  anything  here. 
Will  you  be  wanting  our  Half- 
and-Haif  Financing  Scheme,  or 
our  No-Deposit.  Nothing  To  Pay 
Until  2008  Scheme,  or  our . . ." 


Peter 

Barnard 


“Cash,"  Santa  said.  “I  only  deal 
in-  cash."  The  boy  said  special 
arrangements  would  have  to  be 
made  id  accept  cash,  he  would  see 
what  could  be  done.  He  went  to 
find  the  Executive  Finance  Direc¬ 
tor,  a  position  that  had  to  be  filled 
by  someone  over  18. 

Santa  cruised  the  showroom  in 
a  state  of  confusion.  There  seemed 
to  be  more  armchairs  than 
sleighs.  Girls  criss-crossed  the 
carpet  carrying  filter  coffee  to 
customers.  There  was  a  bemusing 
variety  of  sleighs.  The  runners,  for 
a  start  came  in  every  material 


from  wood  to  titanium.  Some 
sleighs  had  hardtops,  some  had 
soft  tops  and  some  were  like  his 
present  one:  no  tops.  Some  of  the 
power  ratings  sounded  fantastic, 
though  he  lad  no  idea  what  the 
figures  meant  (what  was  a  wan?) 
until  he  realised  they  referred  to 
the  on-sleigh  stereo. 

The  sales  boy  returned.  Santa 
had  chosen  a  red  sleigh.  No.  he 
would  not  require  the  free  RAC 
membership.  No.  he  would  not 
want  to  buy  the  extended  three- 
year  warranty.  No.  he  would  not 
want  the  6.000-mile  service. 

“If  I  stopped  every  6.000  miles.  I 
would  never  get  all  the  toys 
delivered,”  Santa  said  as  he 
handed  over  the  money  and 
signed  the  release  form  for  the 
sleigh. 

Santa  drove  away,  and  the 
sales  boy  looked  at  the  form.  “Oh 
no,"  he  said  to  a  colleague,  “I've 
sold  a  sleigh  to  some  old  geezer 
who  thinks  he's  Santa  Claus.  I  just 
hope  the  cash  is  kosher." 

His  colleague,  who  was  a  lor 
older,  thought  the  cash  was  prob¬ 
ably  genuine,  but  he  doubted  rhat 
it  was  kosher. 


Body  is  coloured  rather  than  painted,  and  less  prone  to  damage 

Economy 


CHRYSLER  CCV 


Engine:  SOOcc  air-cooled 
V-rwin,  with  four-speed 
manual  transmission. 

Body:  Four-piece  plastic 
body  bolted  to  steel  chassis, 
weighing  in  total  1.2001b 
or  half  the  weight  of  a 
Mondeo-sized  steel  car. 
Performance;  CHX&nph  in 
25  secs,  top  speed  70mph. 
Economy:  50mpg  urban. 
Equipment:  Not  a  lot 
spare  wheel,  full-length  cloth 
sunroof,  speedo,  heater, 
rubber  catches  to  hold  down 
bonnet. 

Price:  £4,000. 


drive  in  a 
plastic 
bottle 
bank  2CV 

Vaughan  Freeman 

on  a  recycled  idea 


To  build  the  car  of  the  future, 
ask  your  mum  for  2.132  two- 
litre  plastic  drinks  bottles, 
some  superglue,  and  a  sharp  knife. 
Use  2.131  of  the  bottles  to  make  rhe 
car.  and  pop  the  last  one  into  the 
engine  bay  as  the  windscreen 
washer  reservoir. 

If  it  sounds  like  a  DIY  toy 
courtesy'  of  Blue  Peter .  do  not  be 
fooled.  Chrysler's  plastic-bodied 
Composite  Concept  Vehicle  (CCV)  ■ 
is  a  very  serious  project,  backed  by 
big  American  money,  and  it  works. 

Chrysler  are  more  than  open 
about  the  CCV's  main  influence 
and  inspiration:  the  slightly  differ¬ 
ently  initialled  Citroen  2CV.  The 
plastic  car  shares  its  spiritual 
ancestor's  shape,  tiny  engine, 
gearstick  that  sprouts  from  the 
dashboard,  and  bare  interior. 

It  also  shares  the  2CV's  vast 
sense  of  fun.  The  CCV  is  a  hoot  to 
drive,  with  a  tiny  80CVx  two- 
cylinder  engine  that,  because  the 
car  is  so  lightweight,  can  carry  four 
adults  with  ease  in  town  traffic  and. 


Dash  is  spartan  but  functional 


like  the  2CV,  struggle  to  make  the 
70mph  limit. 

What  makes  this  car  so  signifi¬ 
cant  though  is  that  ir  is  built  from 
recycled  plastic  At  present  Chrys¬ 
ler  are  using  old  plastic  drinks 
bottles,  ground  down,  mixed  with 
glass-fibre  reinforcing  material 
and  granulated.  The  granules  be¬ 
come  the  raw  material  to  feed  die 
world's  biggesi  injection-moulding 
machine. 

What  comes  out  are  four  enor¬ 
mous  body  panels.  Like  the  ulti¬ 
mate  Airfix  kit.  the  panels  are  glued 
together  to  make  the  car's  body, 
including  the  doors,  and  the  whole 
lot  is  then  fined  and  glued  to  a  steel 
chassis  containing  the  engine, 
wheels  and  gearbox.  Just  four  steel 
bolts  ensure  the  body  does  not  peel 
off  the  chassis.  .And  that's  it. 

The  CCV  is  designed  for  emerg¬ 
ing  Third  World  countries,  and  will 
fill  rhe  gap  between  the  motor 
scooter  and  expensive  Western 
cars.  Key  to  rhe  CCV's  success  in 
rhese  markets,  says  Chrysler,  is  the 


price  —  around  £4.000  —  and  the 
fact  that  plants  to  build  it  would 
cost  a  fraction  of  the  usual  price. 

The  four-piece  thermoplastic 
body  rakes  only  three  minutes  to 
mould,  and  each  car  takes  only  65 
hours  to  build  against  IS  hours  for 
Chrysler's  small  Neon  saloon. 
Whereas  a  regular  steel  car  con¬ 
tains  4,000  parts,  the  CCV  uses 
only  1.100. 

Because  the  body  is  plastic, 
colour  is  injected  into  the  moulded 
shape  during  construction  so  there 
is  no  painting,  which  means  there 
is  no  paintwork  to  damage  in 
scrapes  and  bumps.  Damaged 
bodywork  can  be  cut  out  and 
repaired  by  melting  replacement 
plastic  patches  into  place.  The 
design  means  the  car  is  almost  /Oft 
per  cent  recyclable. 

Driving  the  CCV  is  a  quick  trip 
back  15  years  to  the  days  of  my  awn 
bright-yellow  Citroen  2CV.  The 
main  difference  is  that  the  plastic 
CCV  feels  far  more  solid  than  the 
steel  2CV  ever  did. 

The  dash-mounted  gearstick 
takes  some  gening  used  to.  but  once 
on  the  move,  the  car  is  a  joy.  Even 
over  fairly  rough  forest  tracks  that 
would  embarrass  and  scratch  steel- 
bodied  saloons,  the  CCV,  with  its 
Sin  ground  clearance  to  cope  with 
Third  World  roads,  bounds  along. 

The  two-cylinder  engine  puts  out 
only  25bhp  so  performance  on 
paper  is  feeble.  At  the  wheel  it  is 
fine,  because  the  car  is  so  light,  and 
the  drive  is  entertaining  without 
being  scary. 

Spare  and  headroom,  front  and 
back,  even  for  those  well  over  6ft.  is 
cavernous  because  of  the  car’s 
upright  stance,  and  the  simple 
design  is  refreshing.  The  windows 
just  slide  down  and  are  held  in 
position  by  a  large  knob.  Door 
locks  consist  of  a  latch  that  just  flips 
over,  preventing  the  handle  from 
being  turned. 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


XU  contra!.  Meet 


Da  U*  end 
Cbrtotmu 
675414  CO. 


M  mood 

.«  Ed&DOOL 


01  <■ 
iSt. 


SOV.  u  MK  Ttadon,  Oral 

So*  fntvm,  23K  nb,  FISH. 

Ex-cood.  I2auut  Wanory 
£28.760  mo  UotOE  01346 
43BB5S  or  D»T  0114  24BB633. 


XJS  Coo*.  1090.  m  wllb  no. 
Sarny  Mac  with  doa  ak*o  tela. 

faunae  Tat  01757 

638016. _ 

XK8  8  raft.  Antigua  BXaa-Claulc 

leather.  Cralra,  IfalMCU, 
3,000  ml*  ante  £49.950.  Tot 
01282  6968564113687 


XKB  Coup*.  l8-*port»  aNrtc. 

" - I  alamo  sratam. 

m.  E« 7,000.  Tat 

860533X93. 


Only  4,000  mllaq.  I 

01264 


CK8  CONVERTIBLE.  Fa*  9T. 
Ticudum/Blaek  Hoad.  Clarat; 

Pack,  ran  KK  Strand  CSX  I  S~ 

Alloym.  «.  UghL  M,"«w 

mono,  lauandtn.  16.000 
mite*.  £56.960.  Tat  01484 
863494/  MD*  0370  470643- 


XJS  3.6  Auto 

|W>  'C  Arroc  Bioe/Dcabn 
Hub;  Piped  Bine 
Only  M.000  mfle* 

FSH 

EucBctH  Ccodjuoo 

£i&8» 

Sytncr  NoUtagbnm 
01159  S82S3J 
8882.^44550 


JAGUAR  X300 

(new  shape) 

J  lure  XJR  Snparirirpod 
WM,  Sapphire  Blue 
CaadmriL  Doesain  [ember 
Every  Extra  aud  Super  m  Drive 
FSH  Vihe  *  only  £4550 
Tel:  01455  828401 
or  01455  828903 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 
WANTED 


XJS  40  AMO,  93  L.  34,000  mis. 

FISK,  KM  Bui  gundy.  Mon 
leather;  A/C  Eloc  noun.  Ere 

cond.  Taunt  rat  Cl 7,875 jrrt- 

rata  gain  Tat  01788  823S61 


01372  748080  Kola  Valley  ora 

THE  lagooi  Boras.  Collect 

WntUMwlda-  0831  406173  w/o. 


LAMBORGHINI 


DIA8L0,  C93KX  86—0, 

Leather  ptpod  Bod,  Boor 

7,000  MllM  £7 
aAPAOb  01509  233233 


LAMBORGHINI 


IKUIIBUaN»im)7n9<,M- 

rata  boyar,  patents  off  ass  only 

tin— Plata  settlement}.  To i 
014B4  641801/0973  185871 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


MBKCDeS  CU,  urn  200  Sport. 

da^- s£tt2*£23l8fe."3 1°  230 

Eteamce  rata  X  soft,  folly 

loafed.  dal  nrftaa.  £33995. 
01843  816520  or  0378 

841791. 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


VOLVO  V40  20,  Rad  Koranic.  P 

raft.  Air  non.  Tow  bar.  Chad 

seal*.  20.000  wiring  d3jOOOl 

TaU1932  866256. 


 E320  Cabriolet.  93  L. 

Aim.  f/loadwd.  £23996.  01842 

816620/0378  841791  I 


LOTUS 


E8FMT  OT3.  97P  Electric  Croon 


mil,,  £32J5O0 

0116  924  1144 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


m Lancaster 


BERKSHIRE 


vaAfclM  Jlorad  Mem  arm 

liable  at  MH  par  reaatli. 
■la  aaw  nil  fat  ratafia, 
nil  Baer  finance.  Written 


bring  dor  carer  you. 


KENT 


■  NEW  SALOONS 

KN8MU Svpmob  unaw 
nuuixndta  AC23T05S 


BtlXfiU  BgO«l 
nxJiuooDa 
MFSarU  l—  M 
HbUH 

CFUSpI 
OTU&a 
•JVU&o 
KPliSpI 
■Hit  Sp)  | 
MU| 

S6?D»1 


I  *<C2PTCL2g 
bwCJiTOlS 
«crg»| 
ajc  n— ■ 

AC15T 
wCiTTl 
AC  X)T 

ACCTCSJfifll 

■t  SrnxsOS  brtnBffl 
CLASSIC  SALKM 
Miuotun^hg 
WUlblHM  MC35IUUK 
(aunts  bgraa  WCtfTtfBW 
Ml  U  Ui  Rasdao  MCarnrjK 

BLU12saMfia>*  WCOTRUK 

OX  So*  if  —on— n  ACttinun 

M  UCraCdalasOa  ACWTOWB 
MB  UCpB  KMM  AJCITTOSKS 
— lUCpabSS  AC381  DUB! 
SB  UCpeBteB  JUC3SICH38 
tU  U  Ce»  Hrsmenot  At  53T  rtt.« 
tU  uOa—BPa  ACgltH« 


(CNS8US— tan—  AC5JEKSS 
uitvtet— o— ACJH»K5 


LONDON 


ui 


CPUS— Ikac—  ACWCCW 
■FUSpotTagbnOaaB  AC  80UB 
,OFUG— tSKWOMd  «WW» 
|8P  USOatCmOQ—  AC  STUB 
IHUIt— I  ACtnOHlS 

6U«—  MM  AC  STOCKS 

utBca—o—  Mcsnauo 

UR8CSB—  ACMTDUB 

|W  43  spa  Too— to— ACJSTBUH 


SNGoiUI 


AC  BM 


U8 


latuuda—  arouH 
MMSJWOnilKS 


LOTUS 


.  0191  281  MW. 


S3*. 


CD  Btact  Swrtng  ot  £15.000  ott 

um  £47  JMO  OIAXFAXJL: 

01609  232233 


LOTUS 

Carilea  1993. 56.000  mite 
wnraay  aaS  April  ‘98.  F5H, 
nmOnw  conditkl.  £2>  JOOl 

Td: 

01483  861155  (w) 
01483  424004  (h) 


LOTUS  AUTHORISED 


’haw  the 
tsttKtkxiof 

twMmied, 
|toMNnOeag& 
tfcESPMT 
i  the  country: 

1  cokw 


LEXUS 


LBCUS  400 LS.  199!  lonooxt 

wrib  wwiirlslng  trira.  FSH. 
93/500  oirioa  rriotlna  raadt- 


CllTSa  Tol  01758  517822 

fOwrat  01763  631402  C8raa5.T 


LEXUS 


CUIFB  dimer  b—  Japan,  rfflfci 
band  dstva  VB,  cwta  nzrbo  and 
3  lltro  nodal*  non  and  nood. 
Imamu  Ot  London  0181  203 
3399  or  atafa  oar  nan  llinrhaa 


0161  764  i 


MAZDA 


mar  oholca, 
Iiimsi  prlem.  Maada  choice 
fiwephowa  0800  323  626. 


MERCEDES 


20!  nso.  Inn,  92L  A/C, 
SO,  £8.995  3«rl- 


cjc.  non, - — - - 

ora  MgaH  0171  373  9169 
MM.  92  L  Atimorihn/  Mrah- 
nraso  hldo.  2 3000  ml*  only. 
FSH,  Musi  sell  £37/995  ana 
T*b01179  aO4P07fWpobd*ya) 


80881  90  CL  electric  waaritidag, 
bbcUhlna^nry  toolbar. 

82000  ml*.  FKBSH  £36000. 
01977  672424  W 607249  H. 


280  TE  Aoto  osi.  1993  X.  SOrar 

Blue  ctoULl  owner tSH.  45000 

mlo.  £18600  01727  833164 


CLASSIC  BOO  Block/  Doap  Red 

BUT  Inc,  1968.  LUQ,  excel  odd 
cond.  £24^00on<v  Tofc  0181 
960  0004  W/  01895  624644  H 


200  1984,  For  oala  by  condor,  at 

lira  ob  December  the  23rd 

1997  M  the  Bntdlleo  Bmhossy 

32  _ 


obfeon  delodora,  and  the 

offer  orated  in  figure#  and 

word*.  Any  pnimoeto  will  bo 

oettiad  111  cosh.  Tot  0171  499 

0877  on  277.  _ 


A  HEW  SLK230  Jl  met  htoe.  ®y 
ado.  top  spec.  Toll  Btee. 
£397SOomn.  0966  14381ft. 


BOOSL  1990i 

spec  CD  66k  FKBSH  lnom 

OL996  0181  877  1122  T 


—  —  TUUO  A—  Garda. 

97E.  1  tody  owner;  7,600  1080*. 

Metallic  rad.  Good  condition. 

£31.360.  Tel:  0181  d619116 

<*■— ra)  0802 

62211  ICdOTtbael 


900  8L  8SB  Btrablock/Gray  hide. 

B/Soat  A/C  ABS  481  KBSH 

£16^96  01937  54 126  IT 


C220  Btt  1994 L,  Bloch.  28k. 

FKBSH.  1  man.  excel]  cond. 

Cl 6.000  Tel:  01B1  6688978. 


MERCEDES 


CUTPO  Ele^nre.  menimr  emp¬ 
ire  bine,  qratts  lihr.  climate. 
CD  aoto.  1998,  arailatalo  now 
Delivery  mlle-Kyi  only.  OHora 
torlied.  01790  753154. 


E320  Cab  9614  Ruby  Rod/  Konb- 
neo  Leather,  Sportline,  Air 

Cond.  Electric  Hooted  Seats. 
Crab*  CD  Srach.  Febaloral 

20,000  Btliee  £43^60  Sytner 

Direct  0116  924  1144 


MERCEDES  BENZ 

CLK 

200  230320 

CHOICE  OF 
4  CARS 

ALL  VERY  HIGH 
SPECIFICATION 
MET 
AIRCON 
LEATHER 
‘R’  REG  & 
DELIVERY 
MILEAGE 
PRICES  FROM 
£34.995 


C200  Sports.  Black  with  extra*. 
Quick  sale.  SU  ontrioft 
O3J0Q.  Tol-O1223  B39446 


COUPE  300CE  24V.  1990.  SUrer 
gray  met.  Grwr  l»br.  HI  oh 
mltojoe  hence  £11.950.  014SS 
284392/0410  040232.  NC 


230  Avanrgnasda.  97F.  Aoto. 
SOsesttk  grey  trim.  Alloy*,  fac¬ 
tory  asm  roof.  12.500  ads 
£28600.  Teh  0116  2792036. 


E230  Aran  I  garde.  K  regil/8/97X 
BillUanr  stlmr.  B JMO  miles, 
a/e,  CD  immar  with  all  usual 
seflnosnoats,  company  sale. 
£30 960  ono.  0181  3329823. 


320  Coupe,  96N  Axnrite 
Bloe/Moshsoom  leather.  Air 
cond.  Elec  eeats.  CD  stack. 
40,000  olios  £34350  Sytner 
Direct  OHS  924  1144 


EZ2Q  Now  Merced e»  Bent.  97  B. 

(previous  E  civs),  mam 

AajutIi  e  Blue.  ABS.  A/B.  loathes, 

ate,  stereo,  E/W.  CSX,  RHR. 
E2B.000  Noaoc  Tct  0171  93 
84  222  mobile:  0956  63  58  65 


E30O  EctBie.  new  turbo  diesel 
engine.  R  rag.  6000  odtos. 

.  Gnea  Met.  Aram  Gosdo  spec. 

a/c  etc.  £34600  PX  cooriderad. 

016394  47468  Office  hour*. 


Offer  -  Mercedes 
3205L  onto  93  L.  bloo/btock. 

mushroom  hide,  altoys.  electric 

seat*,  hlfdi  open.  36000  miles, 
FCM.  01 189  844  664.  24  boras 
on  0468  326  737 


MERCEDES  CLK.  LKD.  200  Sport. 

972.  olinys.  s/nroL  stolen  etc. 

del  miles.  £26,995  CLK  230 

Elegance  »uto  R  mg,  folly 

loaded,  del  mites.  £33,996. 
01842  816620  or  0378 

841791. 


SL  320  1996.  Metallic  leather. 

climate.  5000  mite*,  mini  con¬ 

dition.  £64096.  Tel:  01473 
219222  or  0860  219222. 


Uercedu  SSOO  Umoosfcw 


WBotmira 
CO  ntotss  E  SP  pas  soRSd  ?7  000 
rdslbimra  Sense  Homy  Pu 
Lbnan  Ltnorane.  Kiy  Seim  On  Mae 
inc  12  montti  warranty 

Wiggins  Winchester 
01962  866866 

Wiggins 


S  320  L  4  dr  Aran  Flniobod  In 
Ruby  Rsd  Metallic  with  Be  too 
itbr  Interior.  Cnstoo  S/R  Aly*  CD 
Vfalotn  Dash  r  k  I  Hood 
Restraints  with  A/Raoto.  ESC. 
a«gg  01724  84201  IT 


SUC  230  Koav. -97  H.  LHD  man  6 
spaed.  Btock/falk  blue  hide.  CD 
ate.  6600  km.  £28000.  01564 
822961  HS  01531  634887  W 


MERCEDES 

BENZ 

SI 

KOMPRESSOR 

CHOICE  OF 
3  CARS 

METALLIC  PAINT 
AIR  CONDITIONING 
LEATHER. 
CRUISE,  TRACTION 
ABS.  A/S/C.  EW, 
PAS.  EDM. 

CAT  I  ALARM, 
ALLOY  WHEELS 

PRICES  FROM 
£35395 


SLK  Romp  maun  "97.  Leather. 
LKD,  6000 km.  air  con.  £25000 
no  offers.  Tot  0181  8107589 
or  0410  54TO64  _ 


31280  94L  Pearl  Bloe/Kashnoin 
leather,  8  Hole  Alloys.  R  Seats. 
B/Sl  1  Owner.  Stunning! 
16000  miles  £40000  Sytner 
Dtracf  0115  924  1144 


SHXH.9SM  44k  One  owner  FSH 
High  spec  Immaculate. 
SSndSnf  Itbr.  £37050. 
01202  2906340802  5886 99. 


SLBOO  No*  "90,  26000  ml*  from 
now.  FKBSH.  bine  black, 

immaculate  condition 

£33000.  TaKD1246}  669  637 
<HV  450608  rwv _ 


BL500  -97  P.  Sftra/Btock  leslher. 
16000  mis,  ran  nee  1  owner, 
stereo.  Hint.  £62J«a  0151 
2073751  or  0385  604402 


8800  N  rag.  1  Owner.  Brilliant  sn¬ 

eer.  Grey  hide,  CUmata  control, 
8  hole  aDoya.  door  dosing.  CD 

stacker,  rear  blind  3000  mis. 

£57000  Tot  01706 
215321/01254  397446 


MERCEDES  WANTED 


1987  1995  Premium  price*  paid 

for  all  Mareades.  Glenn  Wil¬ 
liams  01372  7 4 9090 .T 


JOHN  WATSON  win  race  10  buy 

your  cat  Top  price#  paid  lor 

Mercedes- Benx.  Coll  Today 
0468  508496  


WANTED  Warned.  AH  Mercedes. 

any  mite*  /  —dMOB.  01628 

660413  I  0831  123911  now  T 


MG 


MGF  18L  97P.  Red.  bald  lop. 
ctramc  Itbr,  8,750  mis,  tody 
owmc  lmtnac  £16095.  Tot 


01449  774484. 


PERFORMANCE  CARS 


CATBIHAM  7  2  Utre  turbo.  240 

hhp+.  rectory  built,  extremely 

quick.  4T  miles.  £26000. 
01B44  353S99tOxfotd 


MERCEDES 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


www.lancasterplc.com 

The  largest  retailer  of  Mercedes-Benz  in  the  U.K. 
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01992  514444 

o.5ol«bSw’“*  »» suy2A¥  „ 

_ iw.riford:WetectI(fs 


97P  CUO  Cb«ic  UttigM.  doth,  ear.  eu  . -8T  C19096 

igi  cinBagMcgAutDM1dnighLda<i.NMsl  ..23t  C1M96 

«m  caBB9*i*ii«W*ai.'«»ic . ***  nl>® 

ecu  rrWQFagtsmiaina.caft  Nran-Cd . 19T  E21J85 

07 p  C2WKbB0»nrt«aGNanBfcCfctiB»:  — 161  c2fi^SS 
9J?  CZSO  top  Adi  Sfc«Q#i.3tlPUaM . .121  £29^95 

BiL  PWoranpaBbBJiiadiHWYllrie.BHela  ....31T  CUE 

4SM  E220COMMBMi.WB.cftJ.sfr . 2TT  CZ7^S6 

97P  E2nC>KticABbOrwib&dMi,aloyB,aJ  .XX  E2M9S 
97P  E290aaWoGftbi*.5rTMdB,Nrooit  ...MX  £31^95 
97P  1lT  OTJM 

BGP  E230  Eft  Bbj  Ab*o  Gm  tA.  a*,  rf* . ■izr  °3'895 

gfp  EJOEri*wnlS*«i.cteJh.t*nabi.rf» . 131  06,995 

96P 

97PBS0SB9  A  AaflB.hKJfr.UCOn . XX 

97P  BiOA»»M«AiMan.WBLrireBa3ihr.  ...St  {37^K 

ggj  Qjo AnR  Graan UacR. DbcA hkta. afc  .....Itt  07^95 

ecu  gisoC Aartfr. siriwcm ttds. o, Si «*n  •■■1ST  £66,905 

SEP  SMBOK^ityhfjaiMRStfKiAflWLGB*  & 

W  BS0CrmEte5c.rashhfl8.d9a.nac  ...KT  07^96 

- _  MMH  PMma  UnlMl  hdll  Jc  1»«  ehl  _ 7T  CS7JV  . 


,  0181  983  4444 

}  A-HOtra?  STEDhiN  PEiBCE  CAjf:  Tit  447  C?f 
Fwvw.lanMf.tdfplc.conviow.’nicrCStfes  ‘7' 


B7P  CiaoaBaonce  Auto  MrK,  Sir  coo.  dW  . 11T  £23^B 

95SIC200  Degance  Auto  esr,  Ai . Iff  C20.995 

87PC20DCinMctatOS0V,lM  . TT  £21^95 

87P C2« Esbla EIssmum Auto AWta. air . .ST  E26J95 

07P  <200  Spelt  Aido  Mat  trwng  od .  St  fZlj/eS 

979C230XsaipSpcrt  AdlQ  Ait,  frta  1 4 . 9T  E2B395 

97P  C250  Tlrto  D  Qaalc  A  Mai.  0<g.  10  H  tfBE  ,.5T  E24.995 

97H  C250  TUrtto  Estate  Besana  Auto  Mat  k  ..ST  £29*95 

979  CL4»  Mat.  Nfecd  Black . St  EG508S 

97P  HDO  EstHe  Bejanse  Airio  Ms,  efl®.  rtt . BT  £31,585 

HLB20  Auto  Matin,  tit  OW  . Iff  £17^95 

9*L  E220  Auto  Met,  *1  ism  . 2i T  £14595 

g7PE230EkBan»  Auto  Air  con,  aBqs.iftJ . Iff  £30S» 

96P E230 Elggnics Estate Mes, 5spd k/tc, Bp, a  ..17T  C32S95 

97PE2»y6Ara<^te  MAte.KJfm.ru . AT  WJBBS 

MLESOCaMonfete.H&atl . 1ST  E37S95 

97P  E32fl  V6  Ttdal  spac.  MeL  hide . Iff 

B7P  V2M  Trend  A*doAf,  hide,  rtirfa . ST 

95U  SL260  Met,  hide,  ueal,  B  h . *T 

95N  SL320  Mo.  hd8  cSm.  t«.  Bh.  sacicd . Iff 

97P S320LimlWhidO. ok, Cto, ffB.pl, Cln  ....  12T 

95MS420MS.CtelSD.rfa . 4ff 

97P  SSOO  Umo  TCP  SPK  . 10T 

BMCSOOSL  TUB)  sac.  let  hand  if*. . 42T 


£44^55 

S2S595 

£*4^95 

£54^95 

C45J9S 

£35^95 

£65,995 

C37/S9S 


MGSOOSLrtdc,  rftwtte.8hmamg.lfc.  asr 


0114  2753391 


A.XOUflS  0S31  iiSl«  CPEh  SUHDaT 
viww.Janiflstcrplc.ciMTi'Sheflicld.'mcrccc 


97P  CIS  Bepnca  Auto  met  tfs . iff  £22^95 

95W  C200  Sport  Auto  met  hr.  teg.  alO|fS.  rH  ...20T  £20395 

MU  C200  BigfrBCe  Auto  S  hotas.  rftl . JIT  £19,995 

85N  C220O Bagante Auto te. atoys. nal.rftj  .....iff  £24,995 

94U  C2»  Beffwco  Auto  «r.  rfsl  . J6T  £21,495 

97  C240  Bepanco  Auto  met  B  hotaa.  esr.  tftt  . . .  8T  £31095 

94U  (280 Sport Aioonw, rtg. en.rfS . SSt  £21,895 

9ffl  C2B0EfcgAutomel.hdB1  BWs.tr  *ng . tT  SPX3A. 

B2K  200  TE  Auto  er.teojis.ew.  7  sea&  rf5t  — J8T  £18*495 

95N  E200  Bcpira  Auto  itibi  esr  rH . 17T  E25J95 

MU  E200T  Auto  BB.BdS.rtL  ear.  tftl . J7T  £21.985 

S7P  EZnCabrioM Auto mn. lKJB.Bds.rftt  ....-ff  E38JS5 
B5N  E220Coup8AteDme(.hCte,«Bh*a,un.  ■■■-251  E25J95 
97P  E280VG£JBg»KEAatoatDicLKJe.iAa  ..  iff  £41595 
St?  E290Y6  Auto  aft  lKft.mBl.rfc1  •••  At  £37595 

95U  E2aOAutomBlot9.eGr.rftl.Bir . -GOT  £22,495 

96P  E300DEJes>nce  Auto  met  acorftl  . Iff  132595 

9$tf  E330 Coup* Ama. telfl, sis. te. 5 hotos. iftl  .46T  £32595 
B4L  E320  T  Auto  mat  hide,  free,  rfs,  mds.  as  iff  £28595 

9ai  E32D  Auto  met  hid*.  .  Jff  E255B5 

92K  23d  E  Auto  met  te.  mt.  r/st . *3T  £16595 

89G  JOCSt  Aulo  res.  fltoys.rrst1  oarer . 7ET  £23595 

BOG  500SL Auto iF8thidB.ar. 8 holes. res. ed...  J6T  £40595 

97P  St  HO  Auto  met  Nde,  free,  (C5,  rnped  . Iff  EB1595 

B6H  SL  320  Auto  met  hkte.9x.iftl  . 5T  £56595 

94L  5500  CoupB  Aulo  mfc  hide,  8CC.  6  rxies,  89  2BT  £48595 
J7R  CUBO Auto iih, NdB, amg aBoys. cd  ..  JT  C745K 
B7  V230  Trend  Auto  met  Ur.  ea.  rfti . 3T  1235BS 


01473  232232 

A'HOuns  0»S0  I'OOCW  OP£H£UHO*y 
ytv/w.lancastcrplc.ccm.'ipswLch.'mcrcodot 


Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes-Benz 


We  pay  top  prices 


TTrytutr  miafiN  used  Mercedes-Benz.  Contact  Mite  Thompson  or  Ian  Clark  on  0860  308  333  orOB31  344705  email  amteiancasterplc.com 


If  you’re  talMng  part  exchange,  and  they’re  talking 
problems,  you’re  not  talking  Cruickshank. 


ffR  CL42D  *-*•*-♦* 

95N  S5D0  COUPE  ***** 

S4M  S500  COUPE  *+■**-» 

91 H  SDD SEC 
2SF  5D0SEC  ***• 

97P  S50D  UMO  *-*+*+ 

92K  500SE  *★** 

96P  SLSOQ  -*-*•*■* 

94M  SL5D0  **•*•* 

87E  5DDSL  **+-* 

88E  42DSL  ** 

92K  320£5Spd  ‘A’  **■+*  + 
x*  aasacts  s?ec,  **  *  leathe 


£65  000  •  SOG  30GE  4-KATiC  AM33.2  6BT  £19.750 

£60, COG  )  95ME2B0***  Iff  £24.850 

£43.359  97R  E230  ELEGANCE -*■****.■  5T  £33.650 

£25.5C0  ;  97P  E230  ELEGANCE***  12T  £23,850 

£22,250  1  95N  £220 'A' +•*•+*+  21T  E22.500 

£S5,7S0y  j  93 L  E320  COUPE  5  SprJ  'A'  **+*  46T  £27.850 

£28.250  !  93K  320CE  x****  38T  £26,000 

£66,000  91J  320CE 241; **+■*+  37T  £24,500 

£54.590  I  91J  3C0CE  24'.'  'DUCHATALET  76T  £21.650 

£23.850  S2J  300TE24V  *****  5BT  £22.250 

£21.250  1  96P  E230  ES7  ELEGANCE  *****  13T  £33.500 

£22.500  95H  055  AMS  *****  191  £37.550 

!.  x i>*  LyiMtSANS  Ai3.  *■*.* *>  TOTAL SP£C,  V  VKT  Q'JALirr.83 


talk  CRUICKSHANK  now! 


0  Tel:  (0117)  966  9331  Eves:  0385  998357 

T  dd>£  n  «oek.  24  hours  u  day.  Nuiionivuto  deJit?n-.  A  Sinner  Corn  pans 


MERCEDES 


CLK  320  V6 
Elegance 

Registered  and 
available  from  Jan  1 998. 
Fun  top  specification 
with  deSvery  miles. 
£52,500. 

0956  480535 


SLX230  Kompressor 

Brand  Naw  Dolhrary  MIbb 
SUmt,  Block  Leather 
Ah  con,  Speaker  System  + 
other  auras 
£36,995  ono  px,  hp 
Heathrow  LTD 
Tel  0181  8488866/ 
0802  611566/0370  350000 


500SL 


Match  >wa  Naale  Btre.  Grey 
bate  Mem.  ]  cwrfi]  ae*a  snx 
!  new  I  BCD  soaiat  Oat,  44000  milri.  i 
I  FMB5H  Cltikl  tfMt  EkctnC  lewd 
Maaoryiau  T*m  astncL  ABS. 
ADS  ASJt  Mereote  Bus  vremy 
nnybe  naiiahle  A  fine  example,  a 
bar|BuiiaI3B«. 

T(fe  01733  3A2444  (dariime)  , 
1 01733  38M34  |ms  *  wtctehlsl.  I 
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Toyota  Hunter  is  roofless  and  a  metre  longer  than  a  standard  Land  Cruiser.  The  vehicle  has  a  tuned  engine  and  an  extra  axle  for  selectable  four  or 


Dave  Selby  on  go-anywhere 
machines  for  storming  after 
turkeys  through  the  desert 


This  is  how  the  other  half 
hunt  In  the  far-off  days  of 
Empire,  Indian  Mahara¬ 
jahs  commissioned  extrav¬ 
agant  Rolls-Royces  and 'Daimlers 
upholstered  with  endangered  spe¬ 
cies.  festooned  with  ruby-eyed  boa 
horns  and  silver  plate,  in  their 
pursuit  of  big  game. 

For  centuries  past,  in  the  Middle 
East  those  who  hunt  for  food  and 
sport  in  the  desert  have  used 
camels,  horses,  and  falcons.  The 
falcon  remains,  but  modem  sports¬ 
men  have  replaced  the  horses  and 
camels  with  the  latest  four-wheel- 
drive  machines  converted  into  ulti¬ 
mate  hunting  vehicles  by  specialist 
coach-building  and  engineering 
companies. 

The  prey  is  the  houbara.  or 
desert  turkey,  and  you  can  bet  that 
one  or  two  wont  make  it  as  far  as 
Christmas  —  at  least  not  now  this 
amazing  six-wheel-drive  Toyota 
Land  Cruiser  has  left  the  West 
London  workshops  of  Taylor  Mead 
Engineering  for  its  final  destination 
in  the  Middle  East 
Similar  vehicles  have  been  made 


on  a  variety  of  platforms,  and  the 
Jankel  Group  in  Weybridge. 
Surrey,  has  just  introduced  a 
version  based  on  the  Range  Rover 
HSE.  It  offers  a  fridge,  water 
container  and  gun  rack  as  stan¬ 
dard.  and  you  need  a  ladder  to  get 
over  the  side. 

But  before  the  Land  Cruiser  left 
these  shores.  The  Times  was  given 
exclusive  access  to  this  remarkable 
machine.  Customers  for  these  types 
of  vehicles  don't  have  names  or 
faces  which  moon  eagerly  at  you 
from  the  pages  of  Hello!  magazine. 
Such  are  the  considerations  of 
client  confidentiality  and  security 
in  this  niche  of  the  luxury  vehide 
market  that  you  can  only  read 
about  it  now  it  has  left  the  country. 

Our  encounter  with  the  Toyota 
Hunter  took  place  in  a  seduded 
field  kindly  provided  by  Viscount 
Cobham  at  his  Hagley  Hall  estate 
in  the  West  Midlands.  The  valuable 
Saker  falcons  were  from  Christo¬ 
pher  Neal’s  Falconry  Centre  near 
Kidderminster. 

Six  months  earlier.  Taylor  Mead 
Engineering  in  West  London 


Body:  Lexus  Land  Cruiser 
converted  by  Taylor  Mead 
Engineering,  lm  longer 
than  standard  car  to 
accommodate  extra  axle. 
Engine:  4,477cc,  Z70bhp 
six-cylinder.  24-valve  petrol. 
Transmission:  five-speed 
manual  with  high  and  low 
ratios.  Permanent  four- 
wheel  drive,  selectable 
six-wheel  drive. 

Equipment:  hyd  raulic 
spotting  seat  with  2ft 
elevation,  reinforced 
suspension  and  Kevlar  body 
armour. 

Price:  About  £43.000  for 
car  and  about  E 100,000  for 
conversion- 


bought  around  £43,000  worth  of 
left-hand-drive  Land  Cruiser  —  an 
American  Lexus  model  with  all  the 
extra  refinemems  and  luxury  gar¬ 
nish.  Now,  at  a  cost  of  approxi¬ 
mately  £100.000,  it  has  been 
convened  into  what  Taylor  Mead 
boss  Jam  Fakouri  hopes  his 
wealthy  diem  will  consider  to  be 
the  ultimate  hunting  vehide. 

It’s  roofless  and  a  metre  longer 
than  a  standard  Land  Cruiser,  has 
an  extra  axle  for  selectable  four  or 


—  r.-r  • 


The  Jankel  Group  has  just  created  a  Range  Rover-based  version 


six-wheel  drive,  and  a  hydraulical¬ 
ly  controlled  spotting  seat  that  rises 
more  than  2fL  To  ensure  its 
performance  and  reliability  are 
exactly  what  his  client  demands,  it 
has  been  tested  at  secret  MoD 
facilities  and  put  through  its  paces 
on-road,  off-road,  on-sand,  and  at  a 
tank  proving  ground. 

Says  Iranian-born  Fakouri: 
“With  customers  in  this  market, 
you  get  one  chance  —  no  excuses. 
Every  time  the  vehide  is  taken  out 


it  will  be  driven  as  if  it’s  the  last . 
tune,  irs  got  to  stand  up  to  the  most 
extreme  abuse  and  remain  utterly 
reliable,  trip  after  trip."  - 
Falconer  Neal  explains  what  the- 
shiny  silver  Hunter  will  have  to 
endure:  Tracking  a  houbara  could 
take  half  a  day  alone.  The  spotter 
sits  high  in  the  spotting  seat  with 
his  Saker  falcon  and  when  the 
birds  spots  the  prey  that's  when  the 
chase  begins.  I've  seen  hunting 
vehicles  thundering  along“  over 


Body:  Range  Rover  HSE 

.with  roof  removed  and.  _ _ _ 

extendedby 

axle. 

Engine:  Timed  version  of  ‘‘ 
4.6-litre  VS,  which  gives 
225bhp  in  standard  form: 
Transmission:  Permanent 
four-wheel  drive,  switchable  . 
six-wheel  drive.  •  •  • 
Equipment:  Standard 
suspension  replaced  by 
reinforced  springs. 

Elevating  passenger  seat  that 
lifts  to  level  of  windscreen 
top,  falcon  stand,  fridge  and 
gunrack. 

Price  £49325  for 
standazd  HSE  plus  £50.000- 
£120.000  for  conversion. 


sand  dunes  and  rocks,  leaving  the 
ground  at  50-60mph."  - 
During  our  demonstration  ride 
the  4,477cc  six-cylinder  engine 
sounds  a  little  more  purposeful 
than  aiiy  Land  Cruiser  I’ve  heard. 
The  catalyst  has  been  removed  and 
.  the  engine  has  been  convened  to 
run  on  leaded  petrol,  which  un¬ 
leashes  40-50bhp.  The  engine- 
mag  agemeni  unit  has  also  been 
modified  to  give  a  further  power 
increase  of  60-70bhp. 


Sitting  in  the  deep  rear  seats  the 
ride  feels  pliant  and  smooth  —  until 
Fakouri  pceiendsrhei  spotted  his 
jprey. .  In .  pursuit .  he^.  buris  .  the 
idtaritefc  rounhfari  imaginary  roller^ 
ctM^tdr-r  course1  Tighter,  higher, 
bumpier  and  faster  than  anything 
at  Alton  Towers.  He  even  throws  in 
a  leap  for  good  measure  as  we’re 
catapulted  from  our  seats  and  only 
just  caught  by  the  high  backs.  "I 
kept  the  speed  down  because  we 
haven’t  fitted  the.  seat-belts  and  all 
the  grab  rails  yet,”  he  said. 

This  Hunter  is  more  pumped  up 
than  anything  on  television’s  Glad¬ 
iators.  What  was  an  automatic 
Land  Cruiser  now  has  a  Toyota 
five-speed  manual  gearbox,  re¬ 
engineered  by  Taylor  Mead  with 
toughened  steel  cogs,  gears  and 
chains  .  Fakouri  explains:  There’s 
nothing  wrong  with  the  original, 
but  this  vehicle  is  going  to  be 
subjected  to  extreme  forces  and  we 
have  to  be  absolutely  certain  it  can 
cope  —  there’s  no  RAC  relay  service 
in  the  desert." 

Fakouri  describes  his  company's 
approach  as  ‘total  over-engineer¬ 
ing',  and  it  seems  to  pay  off.  So 
delighted  is  the  new  owner  that  on 
his  recommendation  a 'friend  has 
ordered  one  just  like  it  —  well,  not 
quite.  The  friend  wants  his  10cm 
.  longer  and  turbocharged.  WelL  you 
might  as  well  keep  a  little  ahead  of 
the  Jones’S. 


Alan  Copps  compares  two  Ford  and  VW  products  that  come  off  the  same  production  line 


The  Ford  Galaxy,  Volks¬ 
wagen  Sharan  and  Sear 
Alhambra  all  come  off 
the  same  production  line  in 
Portugal. 

Once  such  unlikely  combi¬ 
nations  would  have  been  clas¬ 
sified  under  the  peijorative 
term  of  “badge  engineering”, 
something  invented  in  the 
1960s  when  burgeoning  con¬ 
glomerates  swallowed  small 
companies  and  then  abused 
customer  loyalty  by  sticking 
hallowed  symbols  on  second- 
rate  products. 

But  in  the  more  sophisticat¬ 
ed  dimate  of  the  1990s  there 
are  some  advantages  for  the 
buyer  who  takes  the  trouble  to 
examine  the  results  of  such 
unholy  automotive  alliances. 

Chief  among  these  must  be 
the  enormous  range  of  engines 
now  available  in  these  joint- 
venture  vehicles.  Two  exam¬ 
ples  of  The  Ford/VW  product 
illustrate  this  point. 


Sibling  rivalry  among 
the  people  movers 


The  Sharan  I  tried  was 
powered  by  a  1.9-litre  turbo- 
diesel  that  produces  a  very 
respectable  llObhp.  There  can 
be  no  more  eoonomicai  way  of 
lugging  seven  people  and  their 
baggage  around  the  country¬ 
side.  Some  engines  fed  merely 
adequate  but  this  one  felt 
indestructible,  and  its  econo¬ 
my  —  given  the  size  of  the 
vehicle  and  its  ability  to  cruise 
smoothly  dose  to  the  motor¬ 
way  speed  limit  —  was 
remarkable. 

The  diesd  engine  has  suf¬ 
fered  a  bad  press  in  recent 
years,  bur  for  many  people  its 
extra  torque  and  economy  still 
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outweigh  any  doubts  about 
emissions.  Now  there  is  a  new 
generation  of  diesel  engines 
that  manufacturers  claim  are 
just  as  refined  as  petrol  units, 
much  deaner  than  previous 
diesels  and  return  astonishing 
fuel  consumption. 

The  VW  engine  is  one  of  the 
best.  Even  when  driving  a 
vehide  as  large  as  the  Sharan 
through  towns,  it  returns 
more  than  33mpg.  rising  to 
well  over  50m pg  out  of  town. 
With  a  torque  figure  of  1731b 
per  square  foot  at  only 
l,900rpm  that’s  an  awful  lot  of 
pulling  power  for  your  pounds 
at  the  pump.  Unusually  for  an 


MPV,  it  can  also  be  teamed 
with  automatic  transmission. 

This  would  be  an  excellent 
engine  to  choose  if  economy  is 
top  of  your  list  or  if  you  are 
planning  to  do  a  lot  of  towing 
or  heavy  load  lugging. 

What  the  Sharan  and  the 
Galaxy  share  is  the  versatile 
interior,  seven  seats  with  the 
front  row  able  to  swivel  right 
round  and  the  back  two  rows 
easy  to  remove  once  you’ve 
mastered  the  technique.  If  you 
travel  a  lot  with  children  the 
MPV  has  advantages.  Kids 
love  the  high-riding  position, 
there  are  few  vehicles  in  which 
my  four-year-old  daughter  has 
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sat  so  uncomplainingly  on  a 
six-hour  journey. 

VW  has  put  much  thought 
into  accessories  to  exploit  this 
child-friendliness,  including 
an  integrated  child  seat  with 
its  own  harness,  thus  over¬ 
coming  the  lack  of  a  three- 
point  belt  in  the  middle  seat 
The  smallest  child  seat,  for 
babies,  has  a  rocking  position 
for  use  outside  the  car. 

But  what  about  the 
dreadful  fiddly  radio 
controls?  It  seems  odd 
that  a  company  like  VW. 
which  has  obviously  put  a  lot 
of  thought  into  its  latest  prod¬ 
ucts,  perseveres  with  such 
nail-breaking  devices.  By  con¬ 
trast  the  Galaxy  I  drove  had 
all  the  audio  controls  on  a 
separate  stalk  on  the  left  of  die 
steering  column,  so  changing 
the  station  or  volume  could  all 
be  done  without  taking  hands 
off  thewheeL 

Which  of  these  joint-venture 
vehicles  you  choose  is  mainly  a 
matter  of  brand  loyalty.  You 
can  get  a  Galaxy  with  VW’s. 
turbodiesel  engine,  but  you 
cant  get  a  Sharan  with  Ford’s 
16-valve  2J-litre  engine.  This 
makes  the  Galaxy  a  relaxed 
cruiser  which  reaches  60mph 
in  a  fraction  over  ten  seconds. 

A  combined  cycle  figure  of 
28mpg  falls  short  of  the  die¬ 
sel’s  economy  but  compares 
well  with  other  petrol  engines. 
But  mid-range  power  and  a 
121mph  lop  speed  are  impres¬ 
sive,  and  just  what  the  Galaxy 
needs  for  long  distance  or 
motorway  driving. 


VW  Sharan  SE,  with  a  frugal  1.  Mitre  turbodiesd  that  gives  good  power,  costs  £21,724 
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Ford  G^Utxy  GLX  has  a  stronger.  thirstier^3-litre  petrol  engine,  and  costs 
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Handless  pilot  soars 

above  all  the  odds 


PETER  THEVNOR 


David  Skidmore  pushed 
the  aircraft’s  throttle 
fully  forward  and  eased 
gently  hack  on  the  ccm- 
,  trol  column  as  his  newly  bought 
^  Cessna  172  accelerated  down  the 
grass  runway. 

The  nose  lifted  smoothly,  and  at 
300ft  the  aircraft  made  a  gentle 
climbing  turn  to  the  right.  It  was  a 
textbook  take-off. 

“I’m  working  towards  my  instru¬ 
ment  and  night  ratings. n  he  said  as 
rhe  Essex  countryside  fell  away 
beneath  us.  There  may  be  nothing 
remarkable  about  that  —  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  that  is  remarkable 
about  59-year-old  David  Skidmore. 

He  is  almost  certainly  the  only 
qualfied  handicapped  pilot  in  the 
world  who  has  no  arms.  There  are 
many  physically  handicapped  pi¬ 
lots  who  are  licensed  to  fly;  seme 
with  only  one  arm  or  leg.  ai  leasr 
one  with  no  hands  —  and  of  course. 
Second  World  War  ace  Douglas 
Bader  became  a  national  hero  for 
fighting  in  the  Battle  of  Britain  with 
no  legs. 

But  a  pilot  with  no  arms  below 
g.  the  elbows,  and  hooks  for  hands  is 
w  something  else  altogether. 

“I  seem  to  be  unique,"  says 
David  who  lost  his  arms  in  a  truck 
accident  as  a  20-year-old  National 
Serviceman  in  Cyprus.  “I  am  not 
really  a  flying  enthusiast  and  as 
controlling  partner  of  a  firm  of 
solicitors  I  knew  little  about  avia¬ 
tion  when,  in  1990,  one  of  my 
partners  suggested  flying  as  a  new 
challenge." 

David,  who  left  school  at  15. 
thrives  on  challenges.  So  he  drove 
to  Andrewsfield  Aviation  near 
Great  Dunmow,  Essex,  met  die 
chief  flying  intructor.  Carol  Coo¬ 
per.  and  asked  her  if  she  thought 
she  could  teach  a  man  with  no 
hands  or  arms  to  fly. 

“She  said  she  would  give  it  a  go. 
So  off  we  went — and  from  that  day 
she  never  took  the  aircraft's  con¬ 
trols  from  me." 

Only  seven  inches  of  each  of 
David’s  arms  remain  but  that  is 
just  enough  to  allow  him  to  wear  a 
prosthesis  (he  calls  it  his  strait- 
jacket  with  hooks)  which  provides 
him  with  remarkable  dexterity. 

He  drives  his  Jaguar  Sovereign 


David  Skidmore's  motto  is  never  say 
never,  so  the  fact  that  he  lost  his  arms  in 
a  road  accident  did  not  prevent  him 
qualifying  as  a  pilot,  says  Stuart  Birch 


with  no  special  aids,  plays  a  fine 
game  of  snooker  on  a  quarter-sire 
table  and  grips  a  pen  in  his  right 
hook:  “My  handwriting  is  die  same 
as  it  was  before  I  lost  my  amis." 

With  a  staff  of  MOO.  David  found 
lack  of  time  was  his  biggest 
problem  when  learning  to  fly.  but 
after  96  hours’  instruction  from 
Carol  Cooper,  he  gained  his  private 
pilot's  licence  on  a  standard  Piper 
PA28  Cherokee. 

Says  Carol:  "I  had  always  treated 
David  as  I  would  any  student  pilot 
He  was  determined  to  succeed  — 
and  he  did." 

But  that  was  not  enough  for  him; 
he  still  had  to  fly  with  a  qualified 
“safety  pilot"  to  conform  to  a  Civil 
Aviation  Authority  (CAA)  ruling. 
So  he  campaigned  to  persuade  the 
CAA  that  he  could  fly  alone  or  carry 
passengers. 

“They  said  I  had  to  fly  with  a 
safety  pilot  next  to  me  and  prove 
that  my  arms  would  not  break  or 


fall  off  in  flight.  I  made  videos  of 
myself  doing  all  manner  of  exer¬ 
cises  to  prove  that  they  would  not  — 
I  swung  on  doors  and  lifted 
weights. 

"They  also  worried  about  how  I 
would  deal  with  emergencies.  1 
showed  them  I  could."  he  says. 

“When  you  have  no  hands  or 
arms,  you  learn  to  think  ahead  — 
from  opening  doors  to  buying  train 
tickets.  You  must  stay  calm  and 
cope.  I  demonstrated  that  I  could 
deaf  with  emergencies  in  the  air¬ 
craft  including  engine  failure  and 
fire  —  and  eventually  they  agreed." 

David  can  now  fly  his  wife, 
Sylvia,  his  family  and  friends  in  his 
Cessna  172.  "I  bought  that  because, 
unlike  the  Cherokee,  it  has  electri¬ 
cally  powered  flap  operation.  I  got 
my  licence  the  difficult  way  on  an 
unmodified  aircraft’  now  that  1  am 
qualified  I  can  make  things  a  little 
easier  with  my  own  aircraft." 

The  172s  radio  transmit  button  is 


Cockpit  is  little  changed:  David’s  hooks  can  do  most  things 


foot-operated,  like  the  dipswiich  of 
an  old-fashioned  car.  and  the 
ignition  key  has  an  extension  for 
easier  use  when  checking  the 
magnetos.  He  is  also  planning  to 
modify  the  direction  indicator 
synchronisation  button  which 
needs  to  be  pushed  and  twisted.  He 
can  operate  all  other  controls  using 
his  dextrous  hooks. 

AH  this  is  a  remarkable  triumph 
over  adversity.  His  first  job  at  15 
was  in  Reuters'  despatch  depart¬ 
ment  before  going  to  a  City  firm  of 
solicitors,  as  a  post  and  tea  boy. 
Then  came  the  Army,  active  service 
against  EOKA  —  who  fought  the 
British  for  Cypriot  independence  — 
and  his  acridem. 

Six  months  later  he  returned 
id  his  previous  job.  The 
firm  specialised  in  trade 
union  work,  including  in¬ 
dustrial  injuries,  but  he  was  given 
only  a  month  to  prove  he  could  still 
be  of  use. 

He  did  so,  and  despite  his 
physical  disability  and  lack  of 
education  became  a  qualified  solid- 
tor.  Now  he  has  retired  as  the  head 
of  the  firm  that  he  had  joined  as  a 
tea  boy  39  years  before: 

“My  lack  of  arms  has  stopped  me 
doing  very  little.  I  passed  my 
driving  test  in  1960  in  an  ordinary 
Ford  Anglia  and  today  I  drive  an 
unmodified  Jaguar." 

Now  he  is  a  pilot.  He  describes 
his  aircraft  as  being  a  collection  of 
mechanical  parts  and  assorted 
hardware  formed  into  a  cohesive 
whole,  and  he  regards  his  artifidal 
limbs  as  just  a  small  addition  to 
that  sum  total:  “Why  should  they  be 
more  likely  to  go  wrong  than 
anything  else? 

“Anyway,  operating  an  aircraft's 
controls  has  not  proved  the  mast 
difficult  task  1  have  had  to  master.  - 
That  was  fattening  the  collar 
button  of  my  shin." 

When  the  CAA  says  he  is 
qualified  to  fly  on  instruments  and 
at  night,  David  plans  a  new 
challenge:  “The  maxim  that  has 
seen  me  through,  just  as  it  has 
many  people  with  physical  handi¬ 
caps,  is:  ’Never  say  never'. 

“I  rather  fancy  crying  cross¬ 
country  motorcycling . . ." 


David's  Cessna  makes  life  easier  with  its  power-assisted  controls 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Grand  prix 
star’s  saloon 
showdown 

■  MOTORSPOHT:  Italian 
Formula  One  driver  Gianni 
Morbidelli  has  joined  the  Volvo 
S40  Racing  team  to  compete  in  the 
British  Touring  Car 
Championship  next  year.  He  will 
drive  as  joint  number  one 
alongside  the  Swede  Rickard 
Rydell  who  finished  third  in 

this  year’s  competition,  scoring  the 
team's  best  result  by  winning 
the  penultimate  race  in  September. 

The  BTCC  is  regarded  as  the 
most  competitive  series  of  its  kind, 
and  the  team,  managed  by 
TWR  —  which  also  runs  the 
Arrows  Grand  Prix  cars  —  is 
in  its  fifth  season.  Morbidelli,  29. 
is  Ferrari 's  official  test  and 
reserve  driver  and  has  also  raced 
grands  prix  for  Sauber. 

Of  Christmas  past 

■  VETERANS:  A  Panhard  et 
Levassor  delivered  for  Christinas 
exactly  100  years  ago  and 
described  as  “a  superb  example 
of  early  motor  engineering"  is 
one  of  the  stars  of  Christie’s  next 
classic  car  sale,  in  London  on 
February  23.  The  1897  model  in 
black  with  yellow  wheels, 
dosely  resembles  a  horseless 
carriage  and  is  expected  to 
make  between  £70.000  and 
£90.000.  It  is  part  of  the  Paul 
Moebius  collection  which  was 
bnilt  up  to  feature  the  best 
examples  of  early  French  cars. 

Easel  rider 

■  MOTORCYCLING:  New 

York’s  famous  Solomon 
R.  Guggenheim  Mueseum. 
more  usually  known  for  its 
Warhols  and  other  modern 
masters,  is  displaying  more  than 
90  motorcycles  in  a  BMW- 
backed  exhibition  celebrating  the 
high  points  of  motorcycle 
technology  and  design. 

The  organisers  say  the  show, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  come  ro 
Britain,  "will  include  a  critical 
exploration  of  themes  related  to 
motorcycle  production  and 
culture,  including  speed, 
functionality,  sexual 
representation  and  outlaw 
culture”.  There  should  be  some 
shiny  big  bikes  to  gawp  at.  too. 


PERFORMANCE  CARS  PORSCHE 


REGISTRATION  NUMBERS 


VIPER  GTS 

ONE  OF  ONIY 16  0B  CABS. 
PJUFE,  97ff  BDDML5, 
PEHFECl  ESIHH] 

ANYMAK&WmELIN 
nwr  EXCHANGE  WELCOME. 
DU1MAHEJVENAUCK 

DI509Z3223S 


oumu  2  CairrinTmt  W  r.  M 
Mm,  black  lihr,  ipom  «««n. 


*  Sypur  Company _ 

MITSUBISHI 
AUTHORISED  DEALER 


NISSAN 


Feral  end  non  onlntoo.  Fas 


drtw*  call  InmoJ  of  UaM 
0181  203  3399 _ 


PORSCHE 


TlfHaa.O— 

Nbr.  alac  a/ioot.  mw  dmcB. 

»3».rPSH.2ojm5jgeOTdt. 

ClflgB  Tbii  0148°  88QI13. 

S1 18  Tmrtm  \9TT  LHH.TlW 
mo  rax,  axe  cant  lacarGa. 
C12JSO.  01303  237213. 


|A  attic 

_  tagfi-ws 

asssTuSisai  *34887*?: 


I  22  bn  *89  I5i 

«nraod  CD.  neaotl  I 

m  MnriM  BHJW 
013*4  873*17 


r  5COTT5 


97R  Fondie  Bonter 
Tip  S  Roadster.  Boxsxer 
Black,  full  savannah 
farther,  hard  top,  climate, 
c/console,  cruise,  w/def, 
17”  alloy  wheels, 
46mls _ £48^95 

97R  Porsche  Boxster. 
Ocean  Blue,  classic 

leather  sports  seats,  soprt 
pack,  power  roof, 

c/console,  6  speaker 
pack,  cal  1  alarm,  17” 
alloy  wheels 

82mls _ £42^995 

97R  Porsche  Boaster. 
Arctic  Silver,  blade 

leather  sports  seats, 
traction,  c/consofc,  sport 
pack,  cd  &  speaker  pack, 
cat  i  alarm,  17”  alloy 
wheels  165 mis —£42,995 


0171  730  2131 


OFFICIAL  PORSCHE  CENTRES 


Mu  rim  Cai'ibri 


95  928  GTS  AUTO 

SHYER/BLACK 
1  OWNER,  FPSH, 

18000  MILES  ONLY 


01222  614622 
046S  735753 


RIVERVALE 


*S2  cow*  Girncs 
tfttQHXKcttX 
4  SZOnWeCSHO 

acMSwrtv.-ME.sR 

Z  Sport  Averrtu^ 

8  Spot  BO*  - 

1  Scst  Coal* 
l  tom  Spot  finrtf  Wjne 

1  ctMgiM  WV2.  At.  IT 

1 «  CaWDW  '«■*  V.  I ' 

1 M  Citm'Blet  S*w. 

IMTaaaSKS 

1  ti  Cusp*  5uS‘S-  jA»  .0  ^ 

1  Coaft  t*  TJSSTSr irSo* 

i  a  Com  'rfao*s 

1C4BS'J S-AE. -8  _  ____ 

lUtooe  Kcx  W/SMST 


EtcccsE  *■  a-3*3 

tagaSAir-’ 

FspA-eu 

tatoflS-ae*  _ _ 

JRSCi — 


487  ci  b. ora 

31T  E19.5M 
357  £28508 
357  £25 500 
ZST  OSJDO 
327  EZABHI 
41 T  £28.100 
637  C2A0N 
247  £30.001 
161  £35.088 
14T  £58,088 
2flT  £39.008 
gi  CP.O  A. 
26T  C32J00 
35T  E3AM8 
12T  £53,088 
i7i  B7,raa 
9T  C5WW 
2ST  E65.0B8 
l7T  S5BJJ88 
1ST  ffl.OH 
•IT  £63  J» 

15T  EP.DA 
37  ESZJJOO 
57  £62.088 
147  EP0A 
3T  2P-0-A- 
7T  EMM- 


5t,!!vre  -,-twr  Po-tci'E  ’  C:r-C: 
aortic  Sfeh  Paje 
raw  r-vtCB  ^  1  ' 


BOXSTSt  inn  Elcrtite  cab. 
Ttptraslc,  In  paak  4  dl  cxna- 
BjSoo5T>anB01S2S  fflW6 
1  BOXSTQt  Brand  inrw,  QoanSa  rad. 
Mac*  lunar,  norm  pacb.  17- 

i  %rtssssr 

i  POaiOIE  044  B2  Calx  Mack/ 
Uaai  laathar.  Air  cood,  Sma- 
ntng!  65000  mOn  &7JWO 
Snra  mract  0115  W*  114* 


*  PORSCHE 
t  911 TURBO 


$  911 TURBO  X 

X  To  be  registered  1998.  * 

*  SHver  Metafflc.  * 

*  Black  leather  Manor.  * 

*  £8,000  pramhan.  * 

*  Ayaflable  tor  del  (very  * 

5  Teh  01420 83009  * 


PORSCHE  WANTED 


any  aiflu  /  anttka 
6<tfc413/  0S31  K3911 


A15  AMC  Ob  rataarton. 

B99S.  _  _____ 

Tab  01638  720772. 

Al  grp  js; 

_ Tat  Girt  0070030. 

A8  JAG 

_ Tat  01200  821MB 

B4  ANYtST00^ 

_ .  8961  S3. 

B14  CAB  t^°^ 

554473/  0831  304804 


I4DT»5.Cia 
UIB1I..D 
mm.  a 


0F«.nn> 

0K.682.nsxi 

aatn  .too 
a am  cam 
EFI.2E7.nSD0 
D5WS4.E1250 

amnao 


8  BM  gT^S»°5366IIQ  j 

123  B  V  -sx^wc-  S2JOOO. 

\  111  BYT  £26a 

Tam-1270  B72S1Z 

4  CWK  w  o/o 

ElfiOO.  _ ’ 


HI  LPMJHfS?- 

Tat  01372  844281 _ 

M15  HOT  oSSEm* 

£50000 

_ _ Tat  0488  410787 

CCA  14  *  tatntidn. 


S  DCD 

_ ] 

9  KSc 


Tat  01483  224112. 
aOJMOb  -8BB  72* 


S1VM..ODO 
S501IU  .ODD 
«jb?wi  nan 
am  <7i  a  too 


_ Tafc  0802  >BK>5fS. 

PEN  7S 

_ Tat  0181  B2B0044 

i7MY?S"w™re7'SOOWo 

L  TH.  0181  385  7400 


NEG 


*aJ8D,  E*5D 

men.-Dso  ■ 
>F«xa..aoo  . 
Y1P1  ..0*9  I 


TeL  (T000  889889  Mobfle  0468  735485  E3 
f  +  TRANSFER  FEE  -  NO  VAT  £ 


MARKET  RESEARCH 

33  DAISY  HILL  DRIVE,  CHOPLSY  PRO  ONE 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS _ 

JX  ESS  TS*wgBsSya27 


Nil  MGF  «££££'“ 

ttaaafar  £2000  fag.  °f  vy- wn- 
B«a»  of  Wrtw  0141  688  78821 

SGA  1  e^ooo’IT1" 

_ Tat  tflei  8280044 

SJV  820  rS-500  01525 

_ 237327 

VW  V6 

Tat  01 15  8587533  0467  685888. 

I  WANTED  I 
’D’  with  any  1 
combination  9 
aTVs  I 
01484  654577 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS  WANTED 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY 


1994  M  Rag,  22,000  nules 
1995  Specification,  Diamond 
BtaeSBvBT  wfth  Llgtt&rey 
Hota;  Wde  Roof  Unnig, 
Twin  Aibag,  Radio, 
CD.Phoae.1  Owner 

£107,995 


SILVER  SPIRIT 
1988  F 
OCEAN  BLUE/ 
MAGNOLIA  HIDE, 
TINTED  WINDOWS, 
73400  MILES 
GOOD  CONDITION,  FSH, 
£19,950  ono. 

Tel:  0171  5129858 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  WANTED 


WAITTH)  Wantad.  Bolls  ft  Baa 
MwWi.  Any  aUnfcnd.  01 
680613  or  0831  123911 


ROVER 


Park  Lane 

SUERLMG  SELECTION 
scp  couk  Mgnara.i3K  Dans 

*7P  cmpnb  B£l*.  tat  n«ns 

SJV  OdodBbv.i2X  C1MK 

sTP  HaongOiMi.UK  nans 

sip  wgAi  i4K  naaas 

plxmc  cau  na  rnriKiA  aoeciiM 


TOYOTA 


VOLVO 


SO  Maiyfatione.  High  Sirwt 
London  W1U3AD 
TURBO  R  n  RDJ4  aWPwtnm. 

Suwli  Cmk  SBJttWs  £44fl« 

SUBMIT  St  topi  BWMigni*. 

21  JOOB.ratt Stowing  £Sjtt|  |  TVR  WANTED 
SVfStSPHTWSBWMVriS 
&fab  Cdn.  73JDWS.  FEH  £2L» 

BGHTKEbavMaaaL 
UctmM.7SXCOiis.fSH  S2U00 

Tel:  0171  935  1124 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  - 


SELF  DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE  AND  BENTLEYS 

Drive  in  luxuy  sB  year  reundl 
Arrive  et  that  special  occasion  In  style! 

The  most  compeffifve  rates!  Weekend  speda&l 

HANWELLS  OF  LONDON 
Tot  0171-436  2070  Fax:  0171-436  3110 
OpenSutdayll  -4 


1894  Of)  CaUca.  20  GT  coop* 
Blk.  1  ownr.  CD.  pauiilaa 
22000  mla,  tmmf  cni 
El 4.900.  Tafc  01248  772373. 

CHWT  Toyota  paaafld*.  Tba 
Toyota  Shop  taally  <b>  try 
baitfor  01B2O  722536«ratJma 


SUPRA  Twin  Ttubo  Auto  96N. 
Aatral  aiacb.  Laatbat; 

ftimillnff  72000  dIIh 
E3335Q  Sytnor  Mract  0115 
924  1144 _ 


VOLVO 


ElBO  C0N7L1BIM.  CABS  i 


VOLVO  VOLVO  VOLVO 
Tianwndoiit  nwgi  on  now 
RHD  1998  modal* 

Al  cpacrficaoofis  suppliad. 
PSbjsb  caD  lor  a  vary  very 

eompetiwr  ouotatiofi 

Ortfora  now  taken  lor  Volvo  T 

01 703  470  208  Fax  47 1 7  07 
LEASE  FINANCE  SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE.  PART  EXCHANGE 
WH.COM  E 


VOLKSWAGEN 


Euio  (wnYDfoi  ass  / 

VOLKSWAGON 

POLO 

New  ’98  specification  RHD 
Polo.  Tremendous  savings 
on  aO  models  -  Polo  1.41  CL 
Estate  +  Metallic  Paint  + 
A/C  +  Alloys +  ABS. 
t  WHY  PAY  MORE 
Call  01 703  470208 
Fax  471 707 
or  07000  1  EURO  CAR 

Part  Exchange  WakxxTte 


"Will  things 
have 
changed 
by  the  time 
I  turn 
the  page?” 

Ihc ftagaMi* OdK tlrtls nan ; 
tor  long  Bui  LhoOne.  tt*  notable  , 
rtomttton  and  Mena  Jaace, 

diOfi  has  tfa  b*Ea.3kyN»crj»do 

nets,  sport  and  tones*  genes 
tan  xomtD*  acrid  aM  updates 
Bwn  around  the  doc*  as  they 
haeoen.  Wvcfi  moans  Baa  wu  xe 
Ujs  mtomed  at  ewty  nam 
Try  UmOk  aed  Ac  | 
kHawa  REE.CH 

0800  111  210. 


VOLKSWAGEN 


Volkswagen 

Dovercourt 


BATTERSEA 


W  fiWCIHKSDootltaBia&mSjaodH. Uoyt SRteamSeaB 
STP  EtVCMfflXFiJ.SDItv.SaiSiRtUOOBiB.FMHhod 
STP  GtoGB>»COilU)COCB,t5ltalhaM.M;SMSDOaan 
KP  tofC*»«£T(raW)|1*4HBte.S.(ffliate 
STP  POLOIELOPBITA  3  Doot  Memory  Atd  ISDN  ahi 
SEN  BOLFISSLStacWHtal.IlJMalB.lttaMtfSH 
9ff  to/AWlTSMLI^^IXD(l)irieitetalQMr 
S7P  «SStfTaSSmikS*t^,Bl»rtK.IOTO 
SSI  BtoVlft5[)o2fc*tE^|3ito«/aafataCoad.lta 
9W  POU 1 6L 1  Dto.  SAK  E&i  A^weM*  «S.  1 0n 
STP  ElifGllQEEint.SaiiSMaUIBirta.ESR.MsKlOnB 
STP  SWCl.5DooLttAIIUDDnte.lM1&dreBntaB1l}5lcBte 


ST  JOHNS  WOOD 


Sff  9MW2.flR.MklilnOTlWUSpc.iZR 

95H  aflRWaVH6.SkyBte,MS(ifiC.m 

99  9WUN  CL  Red.  7  SqK.SK 

87R  nsSJtl  1  ^  IB  ilDBH*  Ettae.  Hn  livid,  ktanv  Extras 

9 ft  RUS02OClEBft1MRf.MSlK.37X 

SEP  6tU«WTBARDtAiEaate.E£rBlfaWC« 

9GP  G0UCTiC0U]URCWCPtffe9RHl.uaMl  Snoot  1BK 
STP  RTLFHSiH.radLhflSpK.IIK 

97?  GDUO.  Aft  can  oi4  MB*  fan 

SEN  GCkF  STi  QftlXiR  CWCB7!  Jaa  9toa  LflAR  Snmot.  28K 

S7P  S0!i  1fiGL50aocUaafcPsra.Qiotecl6 

STP  £ftn.4LSDooLltElafePM.B»0B 

B7P  pdlO  1  CL  3  Doorand  5  Dooo,  Ueofic  Paic.  Ctocetil  1? 


/<?.  'TCt*. 


VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


sm  mumuniBi 
up  anumai 
w  wits 

t*  nmarrataBiaT 
MI  HTBEIS 


w  ntmiauniD 
m  nguwKtfniB 
tif  vttuwffanDetr 
nr  nuwaunB 
of  vnuTKianen' 


Of  WUXlau|?n 

m  muk 

Df  WUItaXa 
Of  SNuaiOT 

m  wuan 
m  Muwa 


VOLKSWAGEN 


9tP  Cotf  VR6  Ur.  Bftliuat 
Black.  lAcata.  aaraa.  abk 
tract!  c*.  t/bift,  r/h/r.  eftoaf.  «n 
a^iboch.  l-UOOmk - OSJ95 

97V  CMI  Inotyedt 
CmWtlMc.  AqoM  Blue.  Mac 
t/testa.  blue  pbciod.  ^  cAega. 
pa*.  cdL  rm4,  ofcc,  nc.  iVa. 

6.IH>mli - ri7.*9S 

•CP  Shun  cm  \Hh  Auu 
Sdu  Silver,  nr  crmhiianng.  ala. 
atroof.  h/ta.  hftcan..  ah  I . 

■Uoy  wfeccll.  l7.lKOmla.ri7JM 

472  Stnraa  iOCX  75uU.  Salio 
SOvet.  pMcenng.  c/WBmet.  ait 
bays,  root  ralK  etc,  Unta,  alann. 

2.«0ndi - Q7A« 

97V.  Coir  WBHP  A  US 
Caiimtlhlr.  Claw  Gnes.  doth 
sputa  tcau,  power  hood.  Iww 
anhap.  pa*,  ew.  cdL  eahrm. 

BBOrak - EI&995 

96P  Cuff  cn  WSdr  Sum 
Grey.  tAcaU.  aarooo.  abv.  aoibo^. 
e/root  cwi4,  cdL  edm.  ohc.  tiiaa. 
alloys  OWknb - £15JfS 

•7P  Caff  GT1  «V  Jdr.  Myrtle 
Blue,  Vtcaii,  aba,  aitcoo,  etroed. 
m rtu*.  aar,  ew.  edm.  cdL  a/to, 
7,900ml* - ZUAK 

97P  Pml  145  Wmdaor  Blue, 
giey  Iran.  abv.  aiihoga,  plt/iooL 
art/t,  c/madowa,  c/lockag,  M 
h/ligla.  alam.  4.iS0oJ>  .  n^*9S 

97P  Golf  CT1  *V  3dr.  Mytbc 
Blue,  tport*  uatt,  aba.  p/orennj, 
c/k/r.  cAaiadom*.  clocking,  edm. 
Iml*.  3rd  b/Ii|hL  a/n. 
9.160ml, - 114,750 

HP  C«tr  CT1  BV  5dr.  DutBand 
Black,  apocu  icau,  aba.  alihag. 
pa.  ch/ioaL  cm4,  ohc,  eft  edm. 
urns.  iIIctv  12,lOOmU^  114,750 
MM  Calf  CT1  «v  Sdr.  Dragbn 
Glees.  ipofU  «ert*.  atn,  air 
pNfeemig.  e/toindowc  *4. 
c/locklng.  edm.  a/w, 

JSJoOmk— - - Ell^K 

MM  CdT  CL  Ada  C*i* 
Inrttao  Red.  beaver  velmir.  aba. 
pat,  efcftoaf.  etertadon  x4, 
eM/m.  csnual  lixtoog.  Hu*,  maf 
nib,  IS.-unmUnOJ)H 
95M  Calf  1JK3.  tarn 
Itantune  Blue,  trim. 

pkletrag.  e/loekiag.  lintt.  rtoMa 
rienn.  tool  ml*.  76JU0tnk£9A05 
OTP  Polo  1UL  3dr.  DMnod 
Black,  groj  clodi  trim.  5  a^rd 
Bmhm.  aVcoltme.  cleeaic  door 
izuran,  InsDobducr. 

l-UKbnb _ £7.458 

Many  More  AraflaMc 


0171  737  7133 
.0171  730  2131 


48  UNIT  TRUST  PRICES 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20 1997 


ax*  Assart 


Wr  W 
B*f  % 


AS  GOIFTTIMJ  TRUST  LTD 

oin  3  nnn  otan  oiti  w  rasa 

PUttMFadfc 

muoni  lira:  i«.» 

©NAY  a  Kb  20  LHW  W‘A 

l*&S*l5rtF3W>4  1QB0I  H9  3A 


Do  itsu  n  Si*  19 
Cuh 

Iff  Graft  finis 

W&pMyijfli 

wtaacin 

FISESOMB 

tedMUAWw 

AeuaiFiJidD 

CnrW 

UmUrlnc 

tasuHHFmi 

Anancn  Gei 

Ame-ara 

rostto 

Cjrapta tin 

izoaiGoo 

Pcfniaa 

firaolrau 

UhAnota 

HGmOi 

BMMd6Hi®f 

nkuawK 


1C6.H  106-95 

956JT  *(.» 

19710 

ras? 

*90  103  S3 

DOM  UB© 

3i  K  (H*6 
42  OB  M9St 

JBA50  301 W 
»-•«  ?4Db3 
2?J9SS  2BS71 
£190  Mint 
ll‘J9  '«© 
roast  ro/ oo 
S6u  tan 

104  01  Hid 
i*J5  210W 

toss  iron; 
16095  1X11 
154  eo  16000 
«.U  <£« 


-  16S  .. 

-  IS 

-  IU  tu 


♦  <4  l  72 
tis  an 

-  Tjy  z:» 

-  ODD  STS 

*  016 

» o/i  am 

♦  030 

-to/6 

-WOO  4© 

♦  2/D 

-  0M 
<014 

-  053  ioa 

-  142 

-  '83 

♦  336 

-  266  . 


AXAEOUTYtUW 
01203553  231 
fosaiAcc 
tawna* 

UK  Gram  Ire 
«*)»*)  Ace# 
HKjBlitthC# 
CKiTriWto 
GJB/fffMM 
HhAmma 


WfliMftA* 
Bid  Pedant  he 

(toff  Otra 
B**W4A=r 


Ml  90  88i® 

C7{  10  7?1® 

in ro  on® 

j*I50  3ttK> 
105 JOB  "iSCO 

M60  iroro 

23130  2*4  « 

96  S3  IE.  30 

401  20  *2730 

1 35  JO  *6300 
11440  '21.40 
144  90  15120 

97  70  9461 

146 90  >1340 

71  ES  1644 
UM  *133 
he  irn 

J7Z90  29033 


♦  i]0  2.SJ 

♦  m  is? 
4  D  90  lit 
+  040  254 

-  2X  495 

-  1 10  iSl 

«: 

'DIO  561 

-  940 

-  2B0  06' 
+  OlO  123 

-  060  4  51 
-041  J‘J 

-  I  ID  931 

-  0/5  241 

-  a/4  zji 

-  434 

-  320  ZJ0 


ABBEY  UMT  1ST  ( 
0345  nr  373 

lUUAFntfM 
Hfli  ht  ETuJif 
WtK&Bart 

Amman  Craft 

tonP-idBc 

Anr,  &  trara 

futiCJouata 

EUMK 

Seaeff 

Qotd  Vox 

Jaun 

UneMirc 
UstottOl 
US  fmoonj  Co 
iSKjt 
woi««*ff 
CffnJenJ  &  (mn 
Uctd  fated  So: 
Lftniroota 
C  vti  tome 


ABBEY  HATKMAL  UNI  TRUST  BACKS  LID 
OUt  715  SOD 

HlPlf  facffn  non  1170 

Eqttfy  hcnrrr  >  156  B  1®  20 

Eutctn/  30090  >19 10  * 

StatfoCoS  UU00  '0740  - 


11300 

151701 

+  040 

005 

21*90 

234  (0 

-  0« 

>31 

yam 

X7Xt 

+  060 

Ifl 

Ml» 

5*6.13 

-  290 

0  3T 

2r/70 

277  53 

-  7© 

0© 

334  80 

35816) 

-310 

255 

23?  60 

254>0 

+  0*0 

078 

C/3 

4493! 

-  0/7 

9® 

31150 

331  X 

-  /ro 

295 

73« 

re© 

.  (LS 

04T 

7030 

7631 

101 

5157 

c.4  £81  -  a? 

4  10 

in© 

191/0 

-  0® 

1 15 

2W« 

224  00" 

-  2© 

43© 

94/9 

-  077 

1 9* 

13630 

145© 

-  010 

aco 

81© 

•1623  -  0M 

J  05 

7*1T 

83.51 

.  025 

/>/ 

81 

8171  • 

►  079 

lit 

ISi* 

151©  ■ 

.  0« 

454 

30090  )13/0  >  0/0  461 

liUOd  10740  -  040  1 U 

125J0  133201  -  0®  222 


ABERDEEN  UTtfT  THUS!  UGHS  LTD 

0300  633  580 


Aroian 

Faroe* 
EaoSnre  * 
F«£j9£ftgfa 
FuMntaol  » 
(mltvlit  t 
Man 

LhnAmerrac 

Pro* 

mceeny 

Iff  EroffnoCtB 
BSwm 
A#e*d»lPOT« 
EM 

Arrow®**  4 


7599  U  98 
57  15  59  74 

163  79  17035 

57  49  HIM/ 

74  23  7785 

TfiOfl  2119! 

18421  1S3J9 

13811  1046 

65®  t*i! 

5197  5665 

9196  96  57 
71®  77  75 
6650  7i76 

6666  91211 

B4  6t  mat 

5064  5CW7 


-  7  85 

-Di3  on 

-  22* 

-  014  4*4 

-  06.  109 

4  007  7* 

-'ll!  9® 

*  017  . 

*  017 

-  0®  021 
4  <1(4  I  16 

4  0*5  087 
4-0©  114 
4  018  258 

*  an  03i 
4  aio  ;  ro 


ABBtfORlR  URtT  TRUST  UGHS  LTD 

0131 2200733 

111.  Small  Co:  2437(0  250000  -  6® 

AIRWAYS  UMT  TRUST  MGRS  LTD 
01712565AM 

fleafl Pnxcrtv  /  111®  11*20  4  0U  4® 

ALLOMtCTCS  Mr  MfiMI  SYS  LTD 
01452305  958 

AM,  won*  IK®  11119  -  049  1 76 

(ne—BuWata:  9SJ1  I0i/9r  4  0®  120 

B  &  GE  UW  TRUST  MGUTLTD 

01293  526  *11 

CratMOolPot  13*90  14430  4  5.KJ 

Foma*  PaK  Par,  81  38  64  55  4  2  59 


BAlUf  GfTCRD  4  CO  L7D 
0131  222  4242 

ifl«Wt*SrpC<r.  438  ©  466© 

tad  124©  I30SQ 

much  »:«  nan 

EU0P4  13590  356901 

to  in*  fan  121®  129301 

ngttbum#  6*60  72909 

wow  407®  433207 

Jaw  26110  2SSJ0 

L/o  Awanait  104©  HO  60 

Parflc  JS56  ©at 

IJH9A6E  1146  6645 

Maz*S biCk  eS»  -MJflO 

7*-M  235  ®  249  70 

BANK  OF  IRELAND  HJTffl  MSRS  LTD 
E71 4*9  K73 

BritCtcc  430/0  155  40 

CaWUI'3*tn  16390  173® 

Rn4>ap4C  23670  25030 

BARCLAYS  FIMJS  LTD 
Oca™*  H*  Dei  Ol  81  572  4000 
wow  had: 

Ci*  101®  101® 

5c54cc  731©  IJ»» 

Wn*»  70070  747 « 

.WowWIdB*  MW  86® 

BabncalfoBls 

Lena  1MM  in  10 

SCO  517*  556© 

farad  40190  427*0 

P"SWT4  264  ©  293901 

loan  279©  297401 

bnubtaos-lf. 

Caw  Til©  191  © 

Fraiffl  iO®  t37  2irt 

i  jo*  to  ©l®  497 10 

SmatoQa  UJH  W® 

©OIWCOIACI  7116  7904 

GmrtiFumB-Oww 
Amom  ©900  242101 

*if«an  Cm*  16020  16980 

if*  9041  9555 

2ap»A«  91*5  9665 

3apjn-w3«  «387  43© 

.WCWC1  201©  22220 

CaeiiA  WUibbi  PcnJcinn 

AUK^Hficcmf  «©  ©87 


-  340 

4  010  641 

-  1*0  190 

-  7© 

-  on  031 
4  OB  551 
4  2  70  4  03 
-1# 

4  2© 

- 1®  1© 

-  0*9  I© 

-  7« 

-  010  248 


+  3©  078 
-  3©  2® 
*  140  i)M 


4  DIO  668 

♦  0®  S68 

-  290  401 

-  013  464 

♦  0i0  2/4 

-  I®  212 

♦  I  ?0  T  75 
4  060  560 

-  i®  m 


Uxapdiiaai  «ig  <rjjT 

BARING  HJT®  HANGERS  LTD 
01712141004 

Tmotan  to«ft  17740  18/ « 

Atc  Sufi  fa,  1340  iHffl 

Easm  167®  179© 

F^iT/  beam#  !  JIB  111  40 

£e»Kjitm»0v  470  70  50060 

EiWf  41500  44145; 

GwowAiwIi  IE®  iaa 

CUMBatf  7440  TP© 

Qaaijc^s  1ST  70  it*®; 

WCon  IE40  KH50 

JCSiiwr^  7*75  StlC 

>ot  Its/  7017  E!L’ 

Fttifclo  into  182  5C 

-a-Aisn  Bi»  m© 

AGrW  111©  in  43 

■RMaxoCs  :;j©  13:© 

9315  ^54 

BLACKSTONE  FRWKS  UT  MSC  LTD 
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ISA  NO  GOOD  50 


Headers  give  their 
views  on  individual 
savings  accounts 


UNIT  TRUST  PRICES  49 
GO  FOR  BROKER  53 

How  to  select 
the  right  person 
for  your  deals 


The  furore  over  the  Paymaster  General  and  Orion  Trust  has  thrust  trusts  into  the  spotlight.  Gavin  Lumsden  reports 


THE  BfUTISH  UBHAHY 


on  trust 


Geoffrey  Robinson,  . 
the  millionaire  Pay¬ 
master  General 
who  enraged  Mid¬ 
dle  England  with  his  announce¬ 
ment  of  die  individual  savings 
account  two  weeks  ago,  amid 
save  millions  of  pounds  incapi- 
tal  gains  tax  because  of  tbe  tm-‘ 
usual  drcunstances  of  die 
Orion  offshore  trusted  which  he 
is  a  benefiriaiy. 

This  is  unfikdy  to  endear  him 
to  the  500,000  people  who 
learnt  that  they  may  have  to  pay 
tax  an  their  savings  ova:  , 
£50,000  once  die  Isa  is  intro¬ 
duced  in  1999,  particularly  as 
mast  will  be  unable  to  retrace 
the  route  that  led  him  to  his ; 
good  fortune.  To  understand 
why,  you  have  to  go  bade  to 
basics  and  look  at  why  mast 
trusts  are  set  up,  how  they  are 
used  and  who  is  involved. 

In  essence  trusts  are  a  way  of 
transferring  ownership  of  a 
property  into  the  hands  of  a 
trustee  who  will  manage  k  far 
the  benefit  of  someone  else. 
There  are  three  people  involved; 

the  satlor  who  secs  tg>  the  trust 
the  beneficiary  who  benefits  . 
from  hand  die  trustee  who  is 
obliged  to  manage  the  trust  in 
good  faith  for  the  beaeifiaaiy. .  - 
By  splitting  the  legal  and  ben¬ 
eficial  ownership  of  a  properly, 
trusts  are  useful  for  people  plan- 
.  ning  their  wills  or  wishing  to-- 
gj  provide  income  far  membersuf 
their  family-  Trusts  can  also 
provide  continuity  at  death  by 
avoiding  the.comp&atiop  and 
expense  of  probate  {determining 
to  whom  a.  property  belongs). 

Zealous  entrepreneurs  have 
been  known  to  use  trusts  to 
protect  the  businesses  they  have 
established  from  being  squan¬ 
dered  by  their  desoendsints. 
Less  honourably,  they  are  often 
used  to  obscure  the  ownership 
of  a  property.  Partners  prepar¬ 
ing  to  divorce  their  spouses 
sometimes  use  trusts  as  a 
hideaway  for  assets  they  do  not 
want  to  split,  for  instance* 

-  Controversy  ■  has  dogged 
P  trusts  since  their  earliest  days. 
From  the  13th  century  they 
enabled  Franciscan  friars,  who 
were  otherwise  pledged  to  lead 
lives  of  poverty,  to  live  in  grand 
properties  bestowed  on  them  by 
wealthy  individuals  who  re¬ 
tained  the  legal  ownership 
without  the  benefit 
The  latest  furore  has  natural¬ 
ly  focused  cm  how  trusts  can  be 
used  to  avoid  paying  tax.  How¬ 


ever,  it  is  possible  to  overplay 
this  aspect  Although  trusts  do 
shift  die  liability  for  tax  from 
one  person  to  the  other,  at  foe 
end  of  the  day,  someone;  wheth¬ 
er  it  is  the  settlor,  trustee  or 
beneficiary,  will  pay  tax. 

Even  offshore,  where  UK  tax 
nties  do  not  apply,  rax' avoid¬ 
ance  isnot  the  only  reason  for 
setting  .up  a  trust  Wealthy 
individuals  with  interests 
around  the  world  win  co¬ 
ordinate  their  affairs  through 
an  offshore  tax  haven  for  sim¬ 
plicity  as  much  as  reducing 
their  tax  b3L  Indeed  since  1991 
there  have  been  no  tax  advan¬ 
tages  for  UK  residents  either 
setting  up  or  benefiting  from 
trusts  offshore. 

Maurice  Fitzpatrick  of 
Chaxtirqr  VeSacott  said:  “It  is  a 
widespread  myth  that  if  an 
ordinary  UK  domiriledresident 
puts  money  in  an  offshore  trust 
n  wifi  escape  all  farms  Of  tax"  If 
an  offrhore  trust  sells  an  asset  it 
will  be  the  setticr  resident  in  the 
UK  who  foots  any  capital  gains 
tax  Shmbrty,  beneficiaries  liv-  - 
ing  m  die  UK  wfll  pay  tax  on 
any  income  from  the  trust  Mr 
Robinson  and  die  Orion  Tiurt 
are  an  exception  which  we  will 
come  to  laser. 

There  are  four  basic  types  of 
trust,  each  with  different  tax 
jbmpficatians.  Generally  speak¬ 
ing  the  more  flexible  a  trust  is, 
the  more  involved  the  tax  pro¬ 
cess  becomes.  It  is  essential  to 
seek  foe  bdp  of  a  professional 
adviser,  such  as  an  accountant 
or  solirilpr.  Costs  vary  but  for 
an  onshore  trust  are  generally 
about  £1,000  to  £2000  and 
double  this  for  an  offshore  trust. 

■  ABSOLUTE  TRUSTS: 
These  are  die  simplest  Hcrelhe 
beneficiary  (or  beneficiaries)  is 
named  from  die  start  and  has 
an  absolute  right  to  income  and 
capital  from  the  trust,  usually 
from  the  age  of  IS.  They  are  alto 
liable  to  pay  die  tax  Once  set 
up,  the  trust  is  irrevocable.  - 

Settlors  can  also  be  beneficia¬ 
ries.  For  -example,  government 
ministers,  such  as  Geoffrey 
Robinson,  set  up  socaBed  blind 

trusts  to  manage  their  shares 
and  business  interests  before 
they  take  office.  By  putting  their 
assets  under  the  management 
of  a  trustee,  ministers  hope  to 
avoid  any  accusations  of  con¬ 
flict  of  interest,  although  fftey 
benefit  from  what  die  trustee 
does  on  their  behalf.  Unfortu- 


From  the  I3th  century,  trusts  enabled  Franciscan  friars  tq  live  in  grand  properties  bestowed  on  them  by  wealthy  individuals  who  retained  the  legal  ownership  without  the  benefit 


natdy  for  Mr  Robinson,  the 
media  spotlight  has  not  focused 
on  the  Geoffrey  Robinson  Per¬ 
sonal  Settlement  as  his  blind 
trust  is  called.  • 

■  INTEREST  IN  POSSES¬ 
SION  TRUSTS  are  used  by 
settlors  wishing  to  g tve  away 
the  right  to  income  but  not 
necessarily  die  right  to  capital. 
Similar  trusts  were  enjoyed  by 
die  Franciscan  friars.  Today, 
they  are  more  frequently  set  up 
for  grandchildren;  For  exam¬ 
ple,  grandparents  can  put  then- 
house  in  trust,  allowing  die 
beneficiaries,  their  grandchil¬ 
dren,  to  live  there  rent-free  or 
rent  out  die  property,  and 
receive  the  rental  income.  Whal 
the  gnmdchfldrea  cannot  do  is 
sell  the  house  and  take  die 
money  as  they  have  no  right  to 
the  capital.  However,  trustees 
are  often  given  wide  powers 
when  they  are  appointed  so 
they  ian  choose  when  and  id 


whom  of  the  beneficiaries  to 
give  some  of  the  capital.  With 
these  trusts  the  tax  burden 
Shifts  to  die  trustee  who  pays 
income  and  capital  gains 
at  die  bask  rate,  although  die 
use  of  indexation  and  annual 
exemptions  will  reduce  die  lat¬ 
ter  bill  Aziy  income  received  by 
beneficiaries  will  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  tax  credit  this  means 


tbe  discretion  of  the  trustees  in 
this  specialist  trust  Because  it  is 
unclear  where  die  tax  liability 
will  fall,  the  Inland  Revenue 
charges  a  punitive  rate  of  34  per 
cent  on  the  trust  Inheritance 
tax  may  have  to  be  paid  by 
settlors  when  transferring  their 
assets  into  die  trust  or  by  the 
trustees  on  each  ten-year  anni¬ 
versary  or  wben  funds  leave  the 


wishing  to  bestow  income 
and/or  capital  on  their  children 
or  grandchildren  when  they 
reach  a  certain  age  (between  18 
and  25).  Prcrvidea  there  are  two 
or  more  beneficiaries  sharing  a 
common  grandparent  and  that 
income  from  die  trust  is  accu¬ 
mulated,  or  spent  on  the  bene- 
ficiaries’  education  or 
maintenance,  this  is  the  most 


Since  1991  there  have  been  no  tax  advantages  for  UK 
residents  setting  up  or  benefiting  from  offshore  trusts 


non-taxpayers  can  reclaim  the 
tax  baric-rate  payors  have 
nothing  to  pay,  while  those  on 
the  higher  rate  pay  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  baric  and 
higher  rates. 


■  DISCRETIONARY 
TRUSTS:  Any  benefit  paid  to 
the  beneficiaries  is  entirety. at 


trust.  Tbe  Orion  Trust  is  a 
discretionary  trust  It  plays  to 
different  rules  because  its  set¬ 
tlor  was  a  ixm-UK  citizen  living 
abroad. 

■  ACCUMULATION  AND 
MAINTENANCE  TRUSTS: 
The  most  popular  trust  thus 
structure  is  used  by  settlors 


tax-efficient  form  of  trust  Set¬ 
tlors  escape  inheritance  tax  if 
they  live  for  seven  years  after 
establishing  the  trust 
Why  is  Mr  Robinson'S  case 
an  exception?  The  Orion  Trust 
in  Guernsey,  of  which  Mr 
Robinson  is  a  potential  benefi¬ 
riaiy,  does  not  conform  to  any 
of  die  above  tax  rules,  not 


because  it  is  in  an  offshore 
haven,  but  because  the  woman 
who  set  it  up.  Joska  Bourgeois, 
was  a  non-UK  resident  and 
therefore  outside  the  scope  of 
UK  tax  law.  Because  she  died  in 
1994,  Mme  Bourgeois,  a  Bel¬ 
gian  national  living  in  Switzer¬ 
land.  has  effectively  put  Orion 
beyond  the  readies  of  the  UK 
taxman  for  ever. 

Because  of  this,  Orion  can 
grow  its  assets  tax-free  and 
distribute  the  capital  to  bene¬ 
ficiaries  in  the  UK  who  have  no 
tax  to  pay.  The  implications  of 
this  for  Mr  Robinson  were 
enormous  when  last  year  he 
was  given  the  right  to  buy  9.8 
million  shares  in  TransTec,  a 
company  he  founded.  Mr  Rob¬ 
inson  could  have  subscribed  to 
die  shares  fait  would  have  had 
to  pay  tax  on  any  increase  in 
their  value  whenever  he  came 
to  sell  them.  He  could  also  have 
sold  his  right  to  a  third  party, 
fart  that  would  have  denied  him 


die  benefit  of  growth  in  the 
shares'  value. 

Instead,  Mr  Robinson  sold 
the  right  to  buy  die  shares  to 
S  ten  bell,  another  company  he 
owned,  which  sold  them  on 
again  to  Orion.  By  transferring 
than  to  Orion  he  could  be 
confident  that  a  trust  of  which 
he  was  a  potential  beneficiary 
could  benefit  from  die  growth 
in  the  shares  free,  of  tax. 
According  to  Mr  Fitzpatrick,  it 
is  “a  classic  case  study  in  how  to 
use  an  offshore  trust". 

The  effect  of  this  could  be 
dramatic  if  the  TransTec  shares 
continue  to  perform.  In  the  past 
two  years  they  have  doubled  in 
value.  Orion  now  owns  £13 
million  of  the  company's  shares. 
If  they  were  to  douhle  again  the 
trust  will  have  gained  £13 
million.  Ordinarily,  this  would 
produce  a  £5  million  capital 
gains  tax  bill  —  but  not  for 
Orion  or  Mr  Robinson  or  any 
other  benefiriaiy  of  the  trust. 


Pensions 


ne 


24  hours  a  day.....  /  davs  a  week .  Now  you 


can  pick  up  the  phone  and  get  pensions 


information  or  advice  and  even 


set  up  a  plan,  quickly  and  without  fuss, 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 

Looking  good  for  your  pension. 


Please. telephone  quoting ref: 288B98  0345  6789  10  -or  talk  to  your  Independent  Financial  Adviser. 

•  ‘  ‘ ,  recorded  or  »©nirer*d  »n <t  Information  or  advice  will  only  be  provided  on  Scoulfh  Widou*  product*;  limed  bjr  Seottlili  Widows’  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society.  Regulated  by  tbe  Perional  Investment  Authority. 

,  ‘  '  ,obp  call*  **  SMMHh  WUltr 7  V.  .  ■  . 

*  .  •  .  i  -.  ..  <v 
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Roll  up  for  the  tax  dream 


We  can  dream.  For  a  generation, 
there  has  been  wide  agree- 
mem  that  raxes  an  savings  and 
investment  should  be  as  neutral  as 
possible.  Dream  on.  As  Gordon  Brown 
solves  to  reform  the  tax  system,  if  only 
because  it  is  there,  tax  threatens  to 
dominate  investment  again  until  he  has 
died  of  playing  with  his  fiscal  powers. 

All  taxes  distort  people's  choices, 
distort  markets  and  therefore  distort  the 
economy.  But  the  quest  for  neutrality  is 
not  a  plea  to  be  let  off.  if  only  because 
that  means  higher  taxes  and  worse 
distortions  elsewhere  in  the  system,  h  is 
merely  a  desire  for  our  rational  invest¬ 
ment  choices  to  be  allowed  to  follow  as 
closely  as  possible  the  economic  rerums 
available  on  different  kinds  of  assets 
and  enterprise-  .  , 

In  much  of  the  postwar  period,  tax 
considerations  drove  investors*  deci¬ 
sions.  along  with  exchange  controls  and 
Inflation.  By  the  1970s.  tax  breaks  or  tax 
avoidance  had  become  the  dominant, 
often  the  only,  selling  point  for  invest¬ 
ment  schemes.  They  cloaked  high  costs 
and  poor  returns  on  life  policies,  corrup¬ 
tion  at  Lloyd's  and  crockery  offshore. 
Investors  knew  they  should  never 
choose  investments  primarily  for  rax 
reasons.  But  taxes  made  such  a  differ¬ 
ence  that  you  could  not  ignore  them. 

Nigel  Lawson  did  the  most  of  any 
recent  Chancellor  to  reduce  tax  distor¬ 
tions  in  the  economy,  by  cutting  tax 
breaks  to  pay  for  cuts  in  tax  rates.  He 
even  started  on  investment  Life  assur¬ 
ers  have  never  forgiven  him  for  axeing 
premium  relief,  and  their  inclusion  in 
individual  savings  accounts  is  poor 
recompense,  unless  they  use  Isa  policies 
as  loss-leaders.  By  contrast  one  purpose 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


of  introducing  personal  equity  plans 
and  changes  in  tax  rules  for  unit  trusts 
was  to  allow  at  least  some  investment  in 
shares  to  be  more  comparable  to 
endowment  or  pension  plans. 

Reforms  came  Co  a  shuddering  stop, 
however,  when  Lord  Lawson  of  Blahjy. 
as  he  now  is.  rolled  up  his  sleeves  to  tac¬ 
kle  the  generous  reliefs  available  to  pen¬ 
sion  schemes.  The  industry  fought  back 
and  political  resistance  was  too  great 
Pension  schemes  are  such  an  inflexible, 
unattractive  proposition,  that  few  would 
sign  up  unless  they  were  bribed  by  the 
Inland  Revenue,  if  not  employers. 

Can  it  be  a  coincidence  that  mis-sell- 
ing  of  tax-advantaged  personal  pensions 
swiftly  became  Che  biggest  investment 
scandal  of  the  1990s?  Even  now.  die 
Government  fares  an  awkward  choice 
between  costly  extra  tax  rebates  or  legal 
compulsion  u  it  is  to  get  its  planned 
stakeholder  pension  off  the  ground. 

What  investors  really,  really  want 
from  successive  Chancellors  is  to  be 
allowed  to  roll  up  the  returns  on  their 
savings  without  paying  tax.  Incentives 


to  pur  money  aside  or  lax  liabilities 
when  it  is  rime  to  turn  investment  into 
consumption  are  a  matter  for  the 
Chancellor  of  die  rime. 

For  many.  Mr  Brown  has  already  cut 
returns  on  shares  relative  to  bonds, 
deposits  or  property.  But  that  aim 
should  inform  any  further  changes. 
Minor  adjustments  could,  for  instance, 
make  unit  and  investment  trusts  true 
roll-up  investment  vehicles  without  hav¬ 
ing  to  use  fancy  techniques.  Similar 
vehicles  that  allow  investors  to  switch  or 
choose  their  own  shares  would  usefully 
compensate  for  loss  of  ftps,  even  if 
returns  are  taxed  on  withdrawal 

To  judge  from  the  latest  leak,  the 
Treasury  has  backed  away  from 
its  pre-election  plan  to  tax  short 
and  long-term  capital  gains  differently. 
That  is  a  mixed  blessing.  CGT  is  a 
malign  tax  but  a  necessary  one.  That  is 
why  it  is  so  complex  and  why  reforms  to  ■ 
make  it  fairer  and  simpler  are  so  elusive. 
For  most  modest  stock  market  investors, 
tine  annual  tax-free  allowance  has  eased 
distortion.  The  Chancellor  should  resist 
the  high  temptation  to  axe  it,  but 
investors  should  not  bet  on  him  dung  so 
and  should  plan  accordingly. 

The  next  reform  zone  is  inheritance 
tax.  There  roa  Labour's  preelection 
prejudice  is  to  tax  the  rich  more,  the  very 
approach  that  has  forced  successive 
Chancellors  to  supply  more  loopholes 
the  richer  you  are  and  make  the  tax  take 
small  This  tax  cries  out  for  the  Lawson 
approach.  A  10  per  cent  rate  with  few 
exceptions  would  minimise  distortion, 
hurt  less  and  raise  more.  Again,  do  not 
bet  on  it  More  likely,  tax  consultants 
and  offshore  centres  will  be  the  winners. 


Geoffrey  Robinson  took  responsibility  for  the  account 


-V' .  >*  ‘-v.; 


IMPRESSIVE 
FROM  A 
DISTANCE . . . 


Against  the  broad  landscape  of  offshore 
investments  Perpetual  stands  out  for  the 
consistency  of  its  investment  performance. 


...BUT  EVEN 
BETTER 
CLOSER  UP. 

But  take  a  closer  look  and  you'll 


■M&. 


OFFSHORE  FUND  PERFORMANCE  TO  3RD  NOVEMBER  1997 

SINCE  LAUNCH  5  YEARS 

LAUNCH  %  POSITION  X 

DATE  CHANGE  IN  SECTOR  .  CHANGE 

International  Growth 

25.1.83 

+667.4 

3  out  of  17  • 

+  1002 

Emerging  Computes 

8.485 

+7S0J 

1  out  of  30  ' 

+135.9 

American  Growth 

21.434 

+13562 

1  out  of  12 

+1262 

Far  Easter^  Growth 

8.1186 

+336.9 

1  out  of  13 

+882 

Japanese  Growth 

30.M.9I 

.  +06 

13  out  of  72 

+4.9 

European  Growth 

anas 

+2672 

5  out  of  6 

+1342 

UK  Growth 

24.1087 

+4182 

1  out  of  26 

+176.4 

Asian  Smaller  Markers 

82.93 

■  +40.6 

8  out  of  68 

- 

Latin  American  Growth 

31.1.95 

-+25.4 

21  out  of  27 

-  . 

g  Companies  s.-ws  +7509  i  out  of  30  ■  H35.9  Standard  &  Poor’s  Fund 

n  Growth  21.4.84  +13562  t  outofl2  +1262 

EH*  Growth  8.11,86  +336.9  I  out  of  13  .  +88.8  _  *  ,  , 

i  Growth  ML!  1.91  +06  13  out  o/ 72  +4.9  Research.  So  why  not  look 

n  Growth  821.86  +2672  5  out  of  6  +1343 

wth  24.10417  +4182  i  out  of  26  +176.4  even  closer  and  find  out 

nailer  Markets  82.93  ■  +40.6  8  out  of  68  - 

nerican  Growth  31-1.95  -+25.4  21  out  of  27  —  .  L  1  1 

- . — - —  how  Perpetual  can  make 

We  concentrate  on  providing  a  range  I  the  most  of  your  offshore  investments? 


discover  rhar  this  reputation  is  built  on  of  funds  with  a  wide  geographical  choice  of 


For  more  information  on  our  range 


a  simple  investment  philosophy. 


quality  investments,  from  international  funds  of  offshore  funds  and  investment 


Above  all  we  value  individualism,  offering  a  broad  spread  of  risk  to  funds  products,  call  our  Customer  Services 

unhindered  by  corporate  investment  specialising  in  a  specific  region  or  country.  Department  on  +44  (0)1534  607660  or 


policies  or  restrictions.  We  believe  in 


The  success  of  this  approach  speaks  send  a  fax  on  +44  (0)1534  38918. 


respecting  our  fund  advisers'  proven  for  itself.  Seven  out  of  our  nine  offshore  Alternatively,  talk  to  your  Financial 


talents  by  giving  them  the  freedom  to 
invest  in  cheir  chosen  markets  according 
to  their  preferred  methods  and  style. 


funds  are  in  the  top  25%  of  their  sectors  Adviser  or  complete  the  coupon. 

- - —  - - — - 

for  their  performance  since  launch,  four  To:  Perpetual  Fund  Management  (Jersey)  Limited. 

PO  Box  459,  d'Hautevillc  Chambers.  Seale  Street,  Sc  Helier, 
are  sector  leaders  and  five  have  jersey;  JE4  $ws,  Channel  Islands.  Please  send  me -details  on 

'  Perpetual  &  range  of  offshore  funds.  Important  Pf ntt  pmt  eksrty. 


At  the  same  time,  we  carefully  I  achieved  ratings  by  qualitative  fund 


monitor  their  performance  to 


ensure  they  maintain  the 
investment  standards  our 


offshore  investors  expect. 


Pun*  Name- 

management  analysis,  (Mx/Mn/Ms) 


Perpetual 


Povcodc- - — 

T1M/C  20/12/87 


Statistics  are  to  3rd  November  1997  and  air  on  an  oScr-co-olIcr,  US  Dollar  basis,  inclusive  of  reinvested  income,  net  of  withholding  taxes  (source:  Mkropal).  Past  performance  is  not  necessarily  a  guide  to  future  performance. 
The  value  of  an  investment  and  the  income  from  it  can  go  down  as  well  as  up  (dm  may  partly  be  a  result  of  exchange  rate  fluctuations),  and  you  may  hot  get  kick  die  amount  invested.  Perpetual  has  expressed  its  own  views  and 
opinions  in  this  advertisement  and  these  may  be  subject  to  change.  This  advertisement  does  not  constitute  an  offer  or  solicitation  by  anyone  in  any  jurisdiction  in  which  such  offer  is  not  authorised  or  to  any  person  to  whom 
it  is  unlawful  to  make  such  offer  or  solicitation.  Persons  into  whose  possession  this  advrrtiscmenr  may  come  arc  required  by  the  Manager  to  inform  themselves  of  and  ro  comply  with  relevant  restrictions. 


grows  at 


Two  weeks  ago  we  asked  xeadeis  of WedrendMowqr  if 
they  were  interested  in  taking  part  m 
consultation  procedure  rfiardmg  foe  new  mdmdpal 
savings  account  The  answer  hasbeen  a resoundmg^es^as 
w^have  received  hundreds. of  letters  from  all  errer  the 
United  Kingdom,  many  of  themajwenn* the  same  themes. 

Many  commented  on  the  fadtfcffoaught  thatlms  goae& 
into  how  this  major  piece  of  le^slahon  wiD  aff^  tte 
majority  of  retired,  and  soon  tobe  retired,  ordinary  working 
people  and  mMdleclass  professionals  who  haw  been 
saving  towards  their  retirement.  _  . 

Others  pointed  out  that  £50.000  is  not  a  lot  of  money  to 
fond  healthcare  andtoossflMy  residential  care  as  they  grow 
older.  Others  agreed  foal  the  idea  that  the  poorest  in  society 
will  suddenly  T>e_  able  to  find  the  cash  to  afford  them, 
because  Isa  products'  wiff  be  sold  in  supermarkets,  is 
particularly  fallacious.  Here  we  print  a  selection  from  the 
l^rs  we  nave  received. 


We  feel  betrayed 
by  new  Labour 

From  Mr  CJ.B.  Nitsch,  any  hint  dial  the  accounts 

Sir.  I  write  as  a  60-plus  who  could  .dr  would  lose,  the  tax 
retofcd  recently  affer  a'  full  Concessions  Wiich  made  them 
rwregr  m  the  Services^and  ten  •  ■  attractive  to  the  general  saver, 
yeare  working  as  an  insurant  'tb  prtJpose.  as  Labour  does,  a 
auditor*  My  wife  ancH  are  one  -  r£5O,O00,-6nit  on  transfers  of  Jfe 
•  of  the  many  families  who  have  savere’s^exisling  Peps  and  ** 
sought  to  work  hard. 'educate  Tessafc  to  Isas  is  a  cynical 
and  provide  opportunities  for  betrayal  of  people’s  trust 
our  children,  and  to  save  ^  VrX+hCjie:  that  you  will  carn- 
sensibly  for  retireracnt  and  to  par^i-  strongly  against  this 
be  independent  of  itafe  assis-  ■'nmSace.  If  Labour  -wishes  to 

-  ,  j _  '  _ _ ^ 


tance  in  old  age. 

■With  this  as.  background,-  J 
feel  that  we  can  not  be  alone  in 


jhs$E‘<tha£  Peps  and  Tessas 
shtiiild  cease,  surety  the  only 
{horiestway  is  to  stop  further 


bring  dismayed-  and  disOhiT.  * accatntts-bring -opened  or  ad- 
sioned  by  Labour’s:  consulta-  dixionri  funds  invested  from  a 


tfve  proposals  for  Isas  to-  re¬ 
place  Tessas  and  Feps  from 


particular  date — but  without 
in  eflect,  penalising  those  who 


April  1. 1999.  to  good-raito  and  ■  have save. riuougfi  thesemedi- 
encouraged  by  successive  gov-  ’  unns  in  recent  years, 
emments  we.  like  many:  oth\  -  JKonrs  faithfully, 
ers.  have  used  these -aaxmrtra.  NCESCH,  -  •  .  . 
to  build  up  our  savirigs.;/  -  (The  Hermitage. 

With  the  limits.'on~peituiiied:  >  >£aston  Royal 
subscriptions,  there.was  never  Pewsey.  Wiltshire. 

Double  the  Isa  limit 


From  Dr  Ron  Low..' 

Sir.  The  sum  pennittedwithin 
the  Isa  should  be  at  least 
doubled,  especially  in  the  case 
of  pensioners,  for  two  reasons. 

face  a- demograph¬ 
ic  time  bomb,  with  the  num¬ 
ber  surviving  to  S5  years  and 
increasing,  by  74  per  cent  to 
1.767.000  over  the  .next  35 
years  {national  "  popuiaSion ' 
projections  from  the  Office  far 
National  Statistics).  This  expo¬ 
nential  growth,  in  the  extreme¬ 
ly  old  will  place  an  increasing 
physical  and  financial-burden 
on  the  community.  This  frail 
group  can  only  come  from  the 
cohort  of  those  who  reach 
pensionable  age.  Another  arm 
of  the  Government  has  recog¬ 
nised  this  problem  within  the 
past  few  days  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  royal  commission  to 


look  into  extreme  age  and 
dependency. 

Secondly.  public  services 
are  bleeding  experienced  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  as  teachers, 
police,  doctors  and  other  civil 
servants  take  early  retirement, 
seize  their  lump  sums  and 
often  return  to  {art-time  jobs. 
This  Toss  of  experience  is  a 
severe  problem,  especially  as 
professional  training  has 
lengthened  and  the  number  of 
useful  years  has  declined  at 
both  ends  of  working  life.  To 
help  to  overcome  this,  those 
retiring  aged  60  or  later 
should  be  allowed  to  top  up 
their  Isa  by  an  increasing  * 
proportion  of  their  lump  sum  im. 
up  to  acertain  limit  T 

Yours  faithfully, 

RON  LAW. 

1  Beech  worth  Close.  NW3. 


How  many  Peps? 


From.  Mr  Peter  Marshall  . 
Sir,  One  issue  that  appears  to 
have  been  overlooked  in  the 
Government’s  numbers  game 
iff  not  whether  750.CXX)  or 
350.000  people  currently  have 
Peps  and  Tessas  of  over 
£50.000  but  what  this  number 
is  likely  to  be  in  18  months’ 
time  (October  1999).  Based  on 
ffie  recent  popularity  of  Peps 
and  Tessas  over  the  past  three 
to  four  years  I  would  not  be 
surprised  if  it  was  in  the  order 
of  several  •million.  Anyone 


with  £30,000  currently  invest¬ 
ed  could  expect  tills  to  be  well 
in  excess  of  £50,000  based  on 
further  contributions  and  air- 
rent  growth  rates.  I  wonder 
what  the  Government’s  esti¬ 
mate  of  people  with  £30.000  is 
or  have  they  not  thought  this 
through  like  the  rest  of  their 
proposals? 

Yours  faithfully,  ' 

PETER  MARSHALL 
12  Greville  Park  Avenue, 
Ashtead, 

Surrey. 


Is  there  a  hidden  agenda? 


From  Mr  Scott  Allen 
Sir.  Regarding  Isas,  in  gener¬ 
al.  the  press  has  been  excel¬ 
lent  and  1  would  add  my  vote 
to  any  lobbying  The  Times  can 
da  I  have  tried  to  contact  the  ■ 
Inland  Revenue  for  its  free,  ■ 
booklet  but  Without  .success. 
Lines  are  obvwusly  jamraed. 

Politically.  The:  Conserva¬ 
tives  lost  power  ^because' they 
■  were  held  responsible  for  the 
decline  ir>  house,  .prices  and 
mass  redundancies  of  the  mid¬ 
dle-aged.  They  were  punished, 
accordingly  because  the  elec¬ 
torate  would  not  forgive  and 
certainly  did  not  forget . 

Now  Gordon  Brown  seems  \ 
willing  to  risk  losing  the  re-el¬ 
ection  of  Labour  by  tampering 
with  tile  assets  of  the  voters 
that  got  him  in.  He  has  al- 
readyizitpensions,  now  he  has  * 
sighted  Peps  and  Tessas;, no 
doubt  followed  fay  a  big  hit  on 
capita]  gains  tax.  He  is  doing  a 
good  job  of  alienating  Labour, 
from  the  middle  masses.  " 

Tessas  are  simple  and  risk-  _ 
free.  They  attract  genuine  sav¬ 
ers.  Why  kill  them?  To  attract 
more  savers  the  Government 
requires  instant  access  —  but 
that  meansTowo:  rates  of  int- . 
erest  Why  not  relax  the  rules  . 
on  existing  Tessas  and  retain 
them?7he  (safe  a  major  hit  an 
the  concept  of Tessas. 

Peps’  expenses  pretty  wen 
nnJJify  .the  tax  credit,  so  these- 
become  a  vehicle  for  rolling  up 
capital  grins  free  of  tax.  The1 
Isa  appears  to  be  no  different . 
apart  from  the  £50.000  limit, 
but  is  your  £50,000  permitted 
to  grow  "ad  infinitum"  as  it 
would  in  a  Pep?  The  cashflow 
and  capital  growth  prospects 


from  £50,000  would  not  be  ad¬ 
equate,  in  any  case,  to  match 
expenses  growing  inexorably 
with  inflation.  If  the  intent  is  to 
make  Isa  a  quasi-substitute 
for  a  pension  the  limit  needs  to 
'  be  at  least  £100.000. 

However.  I  also  see  a  hid¬ 
den  agenda.  The  Inland  Reve¬ 
nue  spends  about  £44  million 
to- collect  £1.1  billion  in  capital 
-gains  tax  paid  by  100,000  aff¬ 
luent  souls.  There  is  no  way 
that  a  Labour  Government  is 
going  to  let  these  people  off  the 
hook  even  if  it  does  cost  a 
fortune  to  get  them.  They  are 
.  more  likely  to  try  to  collect 
...•.mare  by  eliminating  capita] 

•  grins  allowances  outside  Isas. 
-  That  mandates  investors  to  get 

into  the  Isa. 

If  CG  allowances  do  disap¬ 
pear.  the  new  incentive  is  ro 
:  roll  up  .unrealised  gains.  No 
tax  is  payable  until  you  die.  so 

*  the  IR  still  won’t  necessarily 
increase  its  yield.  My  advice  to 
the  Government  would  be  to 

j-  caned  Peps  and  Isas  —  retain 
•’  the  tax  credits  instead  of 
giving  them  to  the  industry, 
and  just  abolish  capital  gains 
tax.  That  would  save  them 
money  on  CG  chasing  and 
yield  £300  million  in  tax  cred¬ 
its  that  they  return  via  Peps. 

-  Keep  a  new  flexible  Tessa, 
r  by  all  means,  for  the  “new" 
'savers  the  Government  is  so 
‘keen  on.  But  remember,  you 
can  only  save  if  income  ex¬ 
ceeds  expenditure  and  no  one 
..  seems  to  be  considering  this. 
Yours  faithfully, 

SCOTT  ALLEN. 

16  Chervil  Way. 

Burghfield  Common. 
Berkshire.  tij 
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WEEKEND  MONEY  51 


Whatever  the  Government's  reasons,  being  blocked  from  transferring  has  thrown 
Weekend  Money  reader  Fiona  MacMillan  into  despair.  She  has  been  pinning  her' 
hopes  on  bring  able  to  resolve  a  coaly  and  long  running  dispute  with .the  freeholder 
of  heT  onriottfrobrn  West  London  flat  through  the  tribunal  The  company  which  owns  the 
freehold  started  cooit  proceedings  two  years  ago  after  she  and  her  fellow  leaseholders  held 
out  against  paying  excessive  charges  for  minimal  services. 

She  said:  "The  property  wasn't  insured  Hot  six  months  and  we  had  to  do  the  gardening  and 
cleaning  ourselves."  Bat  the  others  were  forced  to  give  in  after  their  tenders  put  pressure  on 
them  to  settle.  Ms  MacMillan  held  oat  and  her  landlord  is  now  trying  to  repossess  her  flat 
and  sue  her  for  unpaid  service  diaiges  and  ground  rent  of  £3,192.  So  tar  the  legal  bills  total 
E1Z544.  Her  sendee  charges  have  mounted  up  to  £6i300.  Her  lender  attempted  to  help  her 
fight  but  succeeded  in meaning  legal  fees  of  UtOOO,  which  it  has  added  to  Ms  MacMillan's 
mortgage.  She  rod  her  neighbours  were  keen  to  buy  the  freehold  to  rid  themselves  of  the 
landl^  l^  foc  cpn^apydeziiandjedt^tt^ey  pay  the  arrears  first  She  is  now  waiting  for 
witness  statements  firms  bor  landk^d-pnor  *q  going  to  a  county  court  trial. 


Owners  of  leasehold 
flats  fighting  long- 
running  battles  with 
their  landlords  through  the 
courts  over  service  charge 
bills  have  had  their  hopes 
dashed  of  avoiding  huge 
legal  costs. 

Thousands  of  leaseholders 
believed  that  they  would  be 
able  to  transfer  their  cases- 
from  the  county  court  to  a  : 
leasehold  valuation  tribunal 
when  tribunals  began  han¬ 
dling  service-charge  disputes 
at  the  beginning  erf  Septem¬ 
ber.  Unlike  county  courts, 
which  previously  dealt  with 
such  cases,  tribunals  have  no 
power  to  award  costs  and 
leaseholders  would  pot  risk 
having  to  pay  their  land¬ 
lord's  legal  bffis-  In  the 
county  court,  unscrupulous 
landlords  have  frequently 
employed  expensive  lawyers 
and  ran  up  large  bills.  Some 
leases  are  worued  so  that  the 
landlord  can  reclaim  legal 
fees  via  the  service  charge. 
even  if  the  teasehoktere  win. 

previous  Government 
was  imped  to  give  tribunals 
new  powers  as  part  of  a 
radical  overhaul  of  Leasehold 
law  last- year,  after  revela¬ 
tions  of  widespread  abuse  of 
leaseholders  by  unscrupu¬ 
lous  Landlords.  •  . 

New  laws  were  intended  to 

strengthen  homeowners 
rights  id  fight  excessive^  ser¬ 
vice  charges,  poor  mamie- 
nance  and  innmidaiwn  oi 
these  refusing  to  pay  “P- 
But  flie  Government  nas 

now  made  dear  that  rases 


The  Government  . 

:  has  failed  to 

help  tenants  to 
contest  service 
charges,  says  ~ 
Sara  McConnell 

started  in  the  county. court 
before  September  I  cannot  be 
transferred  to  the  leasehold 
valuation  tribunal  and  that 
judges  will  have  no  discretion 
to  refer  cases  already  before  ; 
the  county  court  Angry  splka- 
tors  and  leasehold  experts 
claim  that  this  is  a  annplete 
reversal  of  foe'GovaTtmenft 
original  intention  to  free  lease¬ 
holders  from  die  fear  of  going 
to  court  lest  they  incur  huge 

cos®- 

peter  Haler,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Lease;  the  govern¬ 
ment-funded  advisory  ,  ser¬ 
vice,  says:  "Everyone 
assumed  people  would  be 
able  10  transfer.  In  the  word¬ 
ing  of  the  legislation  there 
was  nothing  to  indicate  to  the 
contrary.  It  was  a  surprise  to 
us  and  eveiyone  we  have 
spoken  to.7*.  Mr  Haler  al¬ 
ready  has  half  a  dozen  cases 
of  leaseholders  who  have 

been  deliberate^  holding 
out  against  their  landlords  in 
the  county,  court  because 
they  believed  they  would  be 
able  to  transfer. 

Philip  Freedman  of 
Misham  de  Reya,  solicitors. 


argues  that  the  Gcvenv- 
men!’smove“is  plainly  oper¬ 
ating  m  a  very  unfortunate 
way  for  .those  tenants  who 
are  the  •  snfrjetf  :of  court 
proceedmgswhidi  landlords 
instituted  before  the  order 
came  into  forced-  •' 

Jtm  McKeever;  of  Comp¬ 
tons.  the  London  solicitors’ 
finn,  says  he  has  been  advis¬ 
ing  people  all  year  that  they 
should  wait  until  they  could 
transfer  to  the  tribunal. 

Mr  Mckeever  is  fighting 
on  behalf  of  up  to  15  lease¬ 
holders,  who  are  now 
trapped  into  going  through 
with  their  cases  in  the  county 
court  "They  could  face  huge 
legal  costs.  They  may  win 
but  the  cost  of  going  to  trial 
in  the  first- -place  is  very 
expensive.*’ 

He  suspects  that  the . 
Government  tight¬ 
ened  the  rules  to 
avoid  the  possibility  that 
tribunals  would  be  over¬ 
whelmed  with  transfers 
from  the  courts.  • 

Other  solicitors  argue  dial 
transferring  -  ongoing  cases 
from  murt  to  tribunal  would 
have  amounted  to  retrospec¬ 
tive  tegisJarioa'David  Marcus 
of  Bunks  Chariesfey  says 
there  could  also  have  been 
problems  allocating  costs 
winch  had.  already  bran  fo¬ 
amed  in  the  county  court 
“Once  you  transfer  to  foe 
LVT  there  are  no  costs,  but , 
who  will  deal  with 
costs?  Until  the  caseisi 
no  one  knows  who  is  Gable." 


taSriktas  have  to 

SuraSteiling  ton 

kL.  tn  a  tribunal  and  SiVIB8 
areuta^tomtoa 


■  Voucan  challenge  scrv*cel^iar*csand/0r 


the  proposed  cost  of  works  on  the  ground 
drat  they  are  unreasonable  You  do  not have 
to  pay  any  bills  until  and  unless  the  LVT 
decides  they  are  reasonable.  You  will  not 
lose  your  home  just  for  refusing  to  pay 
service  charges,  unless  tiny  have  been  ruled 
reasonable .  •  - 

■  You  can  apply  to  have  a  new  manager 
appointed  if  your  properly  is  badly  man¬ 
aged.  There  isnothmg  to  stop  yon  and  your 
neighbours fummg  yourselves  into  a  com-; 
pany  and  applying  to  manage  your  property 
yourselves.  Forms  for  LVT  applications  are. 
available  from  Lease  on  Oiyi-493  3116.- 


Come  back,  the  upright  man  from  the  Pru 


life  grant,  committed 
to  serving  its  customers 
a.  public  menace,  in 
whom  policyholders  put  their  trust 
at  thar  peril  These  were  the 
contrastmg  faces  of  the  Prudential 
that  emerged  from  two  documents 
sent  out  mis  week. 

-  The  FTodafliaPs  1998  calendar  is 
a  celebration,  of  the  company’s  150 
years  in  the  insurance  business.  Ill¬ 
ustrated  with  images  from  its  ad¬ 
vertising  from  the  torn  of  the  cent¬ 
ury  to  the  Eighties!  Pictures  of  the 
bonniest  babies  and  the  jauntiest 
of  salesmen  are  accompanied  with 
soothing  slogans,  such  as  “Security 
for  life  with  the  Pru"  and  “Pruden¬ 
tial  Protection  For  Health  and 
Home”  The  Prudential  is  shown  as 
the  family's  guardian  from  fire, 
flood  and  onbnKjy  death. 

Whether  households  would  to¬ 
day  feel  such  a  sense  of  reassur¬ 
ance  at  the  sight  of  an  approaching 
man  from  the  Pro  is  less  certain. 
Ihey  might  perhaps  be  tempted  to 
keep  then-  chequebook  under  lock 
and  key,  after  even  a  glance  at  the 
new  hwestment  waldadog’s  chitt¬ 
ing  report  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Prudential  salesforce  (see  page  55). 


ANNE  ASHWORTH 

Personal  Finance  Editor 


The  Financial  Services  Authority 
(FSA)  charges  the  Pru  with44 persis¬ 
tent  and  serious  breaches”  of  the 
rules.  The  report  adds  that  the 
company’s,  conduct  “has  fallen 
substantially  below  the  standards 
that  the  public  has  a  right  to  expect 
from  a  regulated  firm”.  These  are 
among  the  mildest  of  the  FSA’s 
comments.  The  smiling  freed  poli¬ 
cyholders  of  1934  would  be  dis¬ 
tressed  to  know  that  their  company 
has  come  to  this. 

The  publication  of  the  report  at  a 
time  when  tile  nation  is  awash  with 
seasonal  jollity  gives  its  criticisms 
extra  force.  The  Pro,  anxious  to 
give  the  appearance  of  having  been 
shocked  into  action,  is  now  assur¬ 
ing  eveiyone  that  it  will  change  its 
ways.  No  longer  can  it  believe  in 


the  caring  image  constructed  by  its 
advertising  copywriters. 

The  coming  year  will  prove 
whether  the  Pro  will  keep  this 
latest  promise  to  reform  its  opera¬ 
tions.  Those  inclined  to  feel  cynical 
about  such  pledges  should  remem¬ 
ber  that  there  is  now  a  strong 
commercial  imperative  to  play  by 
the  rules.  The  Government’s  plans 
to  launch  stakeholder  pensions 
and  individual  savings  accounts 
(Isas)  should  provide  a  bounty  for 
insurance  groups  like  the  Pro. 
However,  ministers  cannot  but  be 
aware  of  the  strong  evidence 
against  allowing  the  insurers  a 
slice  of  this  market 

The  highly  influential  Bacon  & 
Woodrow  pension  survey  indicates 
that  many  insurers  are  failing  to 


pass  on  their  own  exist  savings  to 
policyholders.  This  means  that 
many  customers  are  paying  an 
unacceptably  high  percentage  of 
their  premiums  in  costs  and 
charges.  Another  study  stq&ests 
that  u  the  early  years  of  policies, 
even  the  tax  relief  paid  into  plans 
may  be  swallowed  by  the  insurer 
as  a  savoury  to  follow  the  tasty 
premium  morsels. 

The  ferocity  of  the  FSA’s  attack 
on  the  Pro  also  gives  grounds  for 
optimism.  This  new  watchdog, 
seems  prepares  to  be  tough.  1998 
may  not  be  a  happy  new  year  for 
the  insurance  industry. 

Isa  gotta  go 

ISA  is  not  a  euphonious  acronym, 
unlike  Tessa,  with  its  note  of  seduc¬ 
tion  or  Pep,  which  suggests  get  up 
and  go.  But  it  seems  that  even  the 
name  individual  savings  account 
may  be  under  review  like  the  rest 
of  the  proposals  for  this  new  tax- 
free  scheme.  This  will  crane  as  a 
relief  to  Weekend  Money  readers 
whose  letters  suggest  that  whether 
you  say  it  “Eesa”  or  “Isa",  they 
should  call  the  whole  thing  off. 


Clare  Stewart  with  a  timely  warning  on  legal  rights  for  shoppers 

Big  spenders  are  well 
covered  for  Christmas 


The  average  person  this 
Christmas  is  expected  to 
spend  more  than  £650  on 
food,  presents  and  entertain¬ 
ment  Men,  according  to  foe 
American  Express  Consumer 
Spending  Report  are  mare 
extravagant  and  the  survey 
estimates  that  about  25  per  cent 
of  men  will  spend  more  than 
£1.000  this  year. 

Whether  you  are  a  big  spend¬ 
er  or  ,  lean  more  towards  foe 
“Bah  humbug"  school  of  spend¬ 
ing.  splashing  out  on  presents 
and  preparations  only  to  find 
the  head  falls  off  your  hard-won 
Tdetubby  doll  or  the  fights 
blow  up  on  your  Christmas  tree 
can  be  both  tiresome  and  costly. 

But  Christmas  shoppers  can 
take  comfort  from  fairly  com¬ 
prehensive  legislation  that  cov¬ 
ers  consumers  if  they  buy  items 
that  are  faulty  or  are  not  what 
they  daim  to  be.  “There  are 
loopholes  but  people  do  . have 
g Odd  legal  lights.  What'S  im¬ 
portant  is  that  people  know 
what  their  rights  are,"  said  Phil 
Howells,  senior  lawyer  at  foe 
Consumers*  Association. 

Before  anyone  goes  charging 
into  a  shop  to  ask  for  their 
money  baric  because .foey  are. 
not  happy  with  a  purchase,  it  is 
important,  said  Mr  Howells,  to 
distinguish  between  the  shop- 
pert  legal  rights  and  retaflert 
goodwill. -policy.  This  is  the 
practice  erf  some  retailers  to 
exchange  an  item  or  to  offer  a 
credit  note,  not  because  the 
product  is  faulty  but  because 
you  do  not  tike  it  or  have 
changed  your  mind. 

For  a  guide  to  your  legal 
rights,  the  Office  of  Fair  Trad¬ 
ing  publishes  a  free  leaflet.  A 
Boyer’s  Guide ,  which  covers 
what  you  can  do  if  you  are 
unhappy  with  a  purchase. 

-  If  you  buy  something  and 
find  that  the  item  is  damaged, 
faulty,  unsafe,  defective  or  quite 
simply  not  what  you  specifically ’ 
asked  for  in  the  shop,  you  can 
go  bade  to  the  retailer  and  ask 
tor  a  your  money  back. 

'  You  may  be  offered  a  replace¬ 
ment  or  a  credit  note,  says  foe. 
Office  of  Fair  Trading  but  you 
do  not  have  to  accept  either. 


You  are  entitled  to  a  full  refund. 
These  statutory  rights  apply  if 
you  buy  from  a  high  street 
shop,  mail  order  catalogue  or  a 
market  stall  You  cannot  be  fob¬ 
bed  off  by  a  retailer  claiming 
damaged  goods  are  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  maker.  Your 
contract  is  with  the  retailer. 

Similar  rights  apply  if  you 
buy  sale  goods  or  those  in  pre- 
Christmas  promotions.  The  re¬ 
tailer  cannot  refuse  a  refund  on 
sale  items  if  you  are  unhappy 
with  their  quality,.,  unless  of 
course  the  goods  were  dearly 
marked  as  imperfect  To  com¬ 
plain  about  a  purchase,  it  is 
important  to  act  quickly.  Once 
you  have  accepted  the  goods  — 
loosely  defined  but  usually  tak¬ 
en  to  mean  having  kept  them 
for  a  reasonable  time  —  you 
may  not  be  able  to  claim  a 
replacement  or  refund. 

If  the  shop  where  you  bought 
the  goods  fa  not.  willing  to 
refund  your  money,  you  can 
pursue  foe  matter  either  by 
writing  to  the  retaflert  head 
office  if  it  is  part  of  a  drain, 
alternatively  contact  the  local 
trading  standards  officer  or  the 
Citizen's  Advice  Bureau. 

If  you  are  given  a  Christmas 
present  that  is  found  to  be 
damaged  or  faulty,  then,  says 
the  OFT,  you  may  have  to  ask 
the  buyer  to  pursue  the  claims 
for  a  replacement  or  compensa¬ 
tion,  or  authorise  you  to  cam- 
plain-on  their  behalf. 

Christmas  shopping  cat  a 
credit  card  brings  some  added 
reassurance  for  consumers. 
Purchase  cover  offered  free  to 
cardholders  means  that  you  can 
daim  if,  for  example,  you  to  lose 
an  item  you  have  bought  drop 
it  running  for  foe  bus  hone  or  if 
it  is  stolen. 

Most  such  protection  clauses 
apply  for  90-100  days  after  pur¬ 
chase,  and  upper  and  lower 
purchase  limits  may  apply.  If 
you  want  to  claim  for  accidental 
loss  or  damage  after  that  100- 
day  period,  your  best  best  is 
your  household  insurance  poli¬ 
cy  .  Another  safety  net  offered  fry 
credit  card  purchases,  which  is 
particularly  useful  for  more 
expensive  items,  is  provided  by 


When  Christinas  meant  something:  children  gasp  at  a  simple  display  of  toys  in  December  1946 


Section  75  of  foe  Consumer 
Credit  Act  If  there  is  a  problem 
with  a  purchase,  both  the 
suppliers  and  the  credit  card 
company  are  liable. 

This  means  you  can  daim 
against  one  or  other.  If  you 
want  to  claim  for  a  damaged  hi- 
fi  system  and  then  discover  the 
maker  has  gone  out  of  business, 
you  will  be  able  to  daim  against 
the  credit  card  company  in¬ 
stead.  The  limitations  are  that  it 


applies  to  items  between  E100 
and  £30,000. 

Christmas  provides  a  golden 
opportunity  for  unscrupulous 
traders  to  do  business  says  the 
Institute  of  Trading  Standards 
Administration  (lisa).  Beware 
counterfeit  products,  from  com¬ 
puter  games  to  perfume,  sold  at 
car  boot  sales  or  by  street 
traders,  as  well  as  suspiciously 
cheap  toys  and  dolls,  which 
may  dangerous  if  they  do  not 


conform  to  British  standards. 
Stick  to  reputable  retailers  says 
Ttsa,  otherwise  you  may  have 
problems  after  Christmas 
tracking  down  the  sales  person 
who  sold  you  foe  bargain  bottle 
of  Chanel  No  5  that  curiously 
failed  to  impress  your  nearest 
and  dearest 

A  Buyer’s  Guide,  available 
free  from  The  Office  of  Fair 
Trading  0181 957  5058 


Cashing  in  your  Endowment  Policy? 


than  money. 
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It's  what  you  want  to  know 
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gross  p.a. 

(net  6.2%  p.a.) 


60  days  notice. 

*Rate  applicable  for  deposits  of  £10,000  or  more. 
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THE 
Insurance  rethink 
after  airport  fire 


The  recent  fire  at  Heath¬ 
row  has  highlighted  a 
gap  that  exists  in  the 
small  print  of  many  travel 
insurance  policies.  Most  poli¬ 
cies  do  not  include  “airport 
fire"  among  the  criteria  for 
canceiladon  or  delay.  Many 
Heathrow  passengers,  partic¬ 
ularly  those  who  missed  con¬ 
necting  flights,  will  be  furious 
when  they  discover  that  their 
travel  insurer  will  not  pay  out 
In  response  to  calls  from 
travellers  suffering  long  de¬ 
lays  at  Heathrow.  Preferential 
travel  insurance  has  added 
“damage  to  departure  point" 
to  its  polity  and  policyholders 
will  be  able  to  claim  against 
cancellation  and/or  delay 
caused  by  the  fire.  For  Prefer¬ 
ential  claims  information  call 
01702422551. 

■  Visitors  to  the  new  Gold¬ 
fish  Internet  Website  will  now 
be  able  to  apply  for  its  credit 
card  online.  Current  APR  on 
the  Goldfish  card  is  19.8  per 
cent  for  transactions.  21.1  per 
cent  for  cash  advances.  The 
site  also  has  details  of  its 
reward  scheme,  which  offers 
money-off  perks  such  as  free 
BT  calls  and  vouchers  for  use 
at  shops  including  Boots  and 
Asda.  Goldfish  is  planning  to 
develop  the  site  further  to 
enable  customers  to  manage 


ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rates  as  at  December  IS.  1997 

Investment  (£)  Company 


Standard 
Rate  (%) 


1  Year 


2  Years 


3  Years 


4  Years 


5  Years 


1.000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.45 

5.000 

AIGUfe 

6.26 

20,000 

GE  Fin  Assur 

6.75 

50,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.80 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.00 

3,000 

ITT  Lon  &  Edin 

6.10 

5,000 

AiG  Life 

6.17 

10.000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.80 

1.000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.75 

3.000 

ITT  London  &  Ed 

6.30 

20,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.45 

50,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.55 

1.000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.80 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Ed 

6.15 

1.000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.86 

10,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.30 

Source:  Chambertaln  do  Bro«  0171-434  4222.  Net  roles.  Income  and  capital  guaranteed. 
Early  surrender.  Terms  vary.  Monthly  income  may  be  available. 
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TIMES  MONEY  INFORMATION  SERVICE 


•j 


INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 


Account 


Notice 
of  term 


Interest 

Deposit  Rate  paid 


their  accounts  online  by 
checking  balances  and  paying 
bills.  The  Goldfish  Website 
can  be  found  at  www- 
goIdfish.com. 

■  Calls  to  the  Consumer 
Credit  Counselling  Service, 
the  debt  advice  service,  rose 
by  25  per  cent  in  January, 
followed  by  another  25  per 
cent  increase  in  February.  It  is 
expected  that  the  early 
months  of  1998  will  be  no 
differenL  For  the  thousands  of 
people  who  find  themselves  in 
debt  every  year,  often  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  the 
Christmas  period  can  be  a 
crisis  point  The  Consumer 
Credit  Counselling  Service  is 
urging  those  in  difficulty  to 
seek  advice  before  debts  esca¬ 
late  by  contacting  their  fire 
debt  helpline  on  0800  1381111. 

■  The  Inland  Revenue  has 
announced  that  its  authorised 
mileage  rates  that  will  apply 
for  business  mileage  in  1998- 
99,  the  tax  year  starting  on 
April  G.  1998,  will  remain  at 
their  1997-98  level  For  a.  car 
engine  between  1.501  and 
iOOOcc.  this  is  45p  per  mile  on 
the  first  4.000  miles  in  the  tax 
year  and  25p  on  each  mile 
thereafter. 

Lizanne  Rose 


Woolwich  0800  222200 

C&G  0800  742437 

Legal  &  General  Bank  0500  111200 
Alliance  &  Leicester  0845  6088860 

Card  Saver 

Inst  Transfer 
Direct  Access 
First  CIs  Inst 

Instant 
Install  tB 
Postal 
Postal 

£50 

£1,000 

£2,500 

£10,000 

7.00 

7.25 

7.15 

7.50 

YJy 

Yly 

Yly 

Yfy 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Bristol  &  West  0800  202121 

Northern  Rock  0500  505000 

West  Bromwich  BS  0990  143668 
Investec  Bank  (UK)  0171  203  1650 

Postal  30 

Select  90 

Direct  90 

Base  Plus 

30  day  p 

90  day  p 

90  day  p 

1  Year 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£25,000 

£2,001 

7.80 

7.90 

8.00 

8.00 

-I 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 
Investec  Bank  (UK)  0171  203  1650 
Mansfield  BS  01246  202055 

Bradford  &  Bingley  BS  01274  555332 

Premie  r+feeder 

5  year 

5  year 

5  year 

5  year 

£3,000 

£9,000 

£500 

£1,000 

7.85 

7.85 

7.75 

7.75 

Yly 

Yly 

Yly 

Yfy 

D  J  FMAM J  J  AS  OND 


CREDIT  CARDS 


Card  type 


Interest 

per  month 


APR% 


Fee  per 
annum 


Capital  One  Bank  0800  669000 
Co-operative  Bank  0800  1 09000 
Robert  Fleming/S&P  0800  829100 


Visa 

Advantage  Visa 
MasterCard /Visa 


0.64%N 

7.90%N 

Nil 

0.64%NC 

7.90%N 

Nil 

1.00% 

14.00% 

£12 

SMtffSr 

:-  -1  %«-'*T 

PERSONAL  LOANS 


APR 


Monthly  payment  on  £5,000  for  3yrs 
with  insurance  no  insurance 


Direct  Line  0181  680  9966  12.80%A 

Capital  One  Direct  0800  216252  12.90% 

Bank  ot  Scot  (Banking  Dir)  0800  805805 _ 12.90% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£191.55 


£166.38 

£166.54 

£166.60 


_  Iveara.  H  =>  WitndrawsJs  via  Bank  Clearing  System.  C  =  no  Interest  free  period,  F  =  Fixed  Rate  (all 
other  rates  variable),  N  =  Introductory  rate  for  a  limited  period,  OM  =  Interest  paid  on  maturity,  P  =  By  Post  only 
•  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 
Source;  MoneyFacts.  the  Monthly  Guide  to  Investment  S  Mortgage  Rates  (01 692  500  677) 


BASE  RATES  V 
MORTOAOES  I 


I  yV- 

P1BS 

■ 

*  .  .  -i 

7  * 

yyif- 

FIXED  RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue  purchase 
price  amount 

Birmingham  Midshires  9375% 

123.00 

7.620 

100.17 

1.000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

11.625% 

152.75 

7.610 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

13.000% 

170.25 

7.640 

100.20 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

169.50 

7.670 

100.42 

1.000, 

Coventry 

12.125% 

158.00 

7.670 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

154.00 

7.630 

100.25 

10,000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck 

13.375% 

179.75 

7.440 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

144.25 

7.450 

100.32 

1.000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

169.00 

7.470 

100.45 

1.000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

173.00 

7.440 

100.48 

1,000 

PERPETUAL  SUBORDINATED  BONDS 

CheK  &  Gloucester  11.750%  159.50  7.370 

100.98 

50,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

115.50 

7.580 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

151.00 

7.950 

100.28 

50,000, 

Halifax 

13.630% 

185.25 

7.350 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol  &  West 

13.380% 

174.25 

7.680 

100.34 

1,000 

Northern  Rock 

12.625% 

165.50 

7.630 

100.14 

1.000 

Lander 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Notes 


Building  Societies 

Chelsea 

0800  291291 

Nationwide 

0800  302010 

Brittania 

0800  526350 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01189  510100' 
Northern  Rock 
0845  6050500 


5.39 

£20-1 50k 

80 

5.75 

to  £300k 

90 

5.74 

any 

80 

0.99 

£20- 145k 

95 

3.99 

to  £250k 

75 

Fixed  to  1.2.00 

2.35%  discount 
for  2  years 
Fixed  for  2  yra 


Fixed  for  8  mths 
3%  disc-6  mths 
Fixed  to  1.2.00 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


jSf  *  v .  '  ♦*  X.  jtara. 

-  I- 


Notes 


PIBS- Permanent  interest-bearing  shares.  Sj-jrce.  NatWest  Markets 


SHARE  IN  FOCUS:  GUARDIAN  ROYAL 
EXCHANGE  -  BUYS  PPP  HEALTHCARE  | 

■■  :',ni s.. -I . '»*■■■■  -r  — ■ 


350 


lDec1  Jan  '  Feb 'Mar'  AprTMBy‘  Jun  1  lul  'Aug1  Sep'  Oct  'Nov 'Dec 


Building  Societies 
Nottingham  lmper. 
0115  9817220 
Leeds  &  Holbeck 
0113  2257777 
Scarborough 
0990  133149 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland  ■ 
01189  510100 
Northern  Rock  ■ 
0845  6050500 


0.75 

£25- 150k 

75 

1.20 

to  £1 80k 

95 

0.99 

£15-100k 

95 

0.99 

£20-1 45k 

95 

3.99 

to  £250k 

75 

Fixed  at  0.75% 
to  31.1 .98 
7%  dso-6  mths, 
1%  dsc-6  months 
7.45%  decs  mth 
2%-6mfh,0.5%-1y 

Fixed  for  6  mth 
3%  dsc-6  mth 
Fixed  to  1.2.00 


STS!  “2SK  ***»  c— 


Ordinary  A/c'  150  1.20 
Investment  A/c**'  4.75  3.80 
Income  Bond*  *  6,75  5.40 
RrstOpt  Bond*  6.75  5,40 
44th  Issue  CertTi  j  5.35 
Children's  Bondt  6.75 
Gen  Ext  Rate  3J1 
Capital  Bonds  •  6.65  5.32 

11th  Ind  Unkedfi  2.75 
PensntB  Bond  S3  «>  7,00  5.W? 


050  10-10,000-* 

2.05  1-409**’  -imlh 

4.052.000-25,000 3mtii 
4.051 ,000-20.000— 

100-10,000  Sday 
25-1,000  Iffith 

3  99  100*250.000  May 
100-10,000  Sday 
4J20  .  500-50,000*  60day 


0646  646000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0645  645000 
0645  645000 
0645  645000 
0645645000 
0645  645000 
0645  645000 
0645  645000 


All  figures  are  the  gross  annual  annuity  {£100,000 
chase),  guaranteed  5  years,  paid  monthly  in  advape^ 
Male:  Age  60  Age  65  AgeTO 


purchase) 

SINGLE  UFE  (level  ann) 


Scottish  Widows  .level 
Standard  Life  ...:..±evef 

Sun  Life . . Level 

Sun  U  of  Can . Level 

Commercial  UnionLevei 

£  9,240 
£9,044 
£8.922 
£8.914 
£8,592 

£10,270 
£10,136 
£10,048 
£  9,978 
£9,902 

"El  1,670 

£11,564 

£11^68 

£11,423 

£11,622 

SINGLE  LIFE 

Female: 

Age  60 

Age  65 

Age  70 

Scottish  Widows  -Level 

Prudential _ Level 

Sun  Lfof  Can . Jjavei 

Sun  Life  . . Level 

Equitable  Life . Level 

£8,410 

£8.203 

£8,154 

£8.097 

£8,176 

£  9,090 
£9,027 
£  8,919 
£8,911 
£8,909 

£10,100 

£10^29' 

£10X132 

£10,086 

£9^71 

JOINT  UFE,  2/3  WIDOWS 
(leYei  annuity) 

Male: 

Female: 

Age  60 
Age  55 

Age  65 
Age  60 

Age  70 
Age  65 

Scottish  Widows  .level  .. 

Equitable  Life - Level  . 

Sun  Lfof  Can- . Level 

Prudential - Level 

Sun  Life  Level 

£8,049 

£7,807 

£7,760 

£7,716 

£7,659 

£3,549 

£8.384 

£8,360 

£8,263 

£8,261 

£  9,226 
£9,197 
£9.203 
£  9.101 
£9,072 

Source:. Annudy  Deed  (0171 684  50001 


Statistics  compiled  by  Lizanne  Rose 


mM 

ggjfi|S 

Lender 

Interest 
rate  % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Building  Societies 
Newbury  4.85 

£30-1 00k 

95 

3%  discount  for 

01635  43676 
Mansfield 

Z2p 

£25-250k 

'90 

1  year 

6%  discount-6  mth 

01246  202055 
Clay  Cross 
01246  862120 

5.25 

£15-1 00k 

95 

Further  dsc  apply 
3%  discount  tor 

1  year 

Banks 

Bnk  of  Ireland 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

Fixed  for  6  mths, 

01189  510100  ' 
Bristol  &  West 

3.49 

£15k+ 

95 

3%  disc  6  mths 
Fixed  to  1.1.99 

0800119955 


Lager  lenders,  buns  and  trst-Oma  buyers  tables  byBtefs  Guides  Lid  fit 753 880482) 
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THE  SUCCESS  STORY  OF  THE  NINETIES 
CAN  YOU  ALWAYS  GET  YOUR  COPY'? 

Dear  Newsagent  please  ddjuer/ave  me  a  copy  of  THE  TIMES 
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Address - 
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vi; rS ^ Pi.  uNmuNKEDiNsuftANpEi 


Did 

Giwr 

wur  ¥W 
•)-  % 

Bid 

WKy  Yld 
oiler  •*-  ft 

Bid 

after 

AEGON  LIFE  ASSURANCE 

L  F.  Opportunity 

KQrt 

32040  -  OJO  .. 

Bristol  A  West  121 1 

I  114  JO 

Cdmbareli  Farit.  Edinburgh.  EHUSSE 

Euro  omwnunliy  X*XD 

J3650  -aro  ... 

Eauby  M*d  si 

30*20 

J24rt 

0131  330  uni 

North  Amn  Opp 

202.40 

305 JO  *  OJO  . . . 

MmugedSI 

30420 

325rt 

Bitancvd 

SfcXOO 

WSrt 

-  4  10  . 

Fir  tail  Opp 

tolrt 

I77.1Q  -  Irt  ... 

Mienrurous  SI 

231.50 

247J0 

UK  Equny 

7*9.40 

*34  J) 

-  740  .. 

cwtn  prop  sct  i 

17**0 

ISHTO  . 

Managed  Cl 

210X0 

ZZI  10 

P  io  pern 

4«*rt 

4H2.4P 

•  art  .. 

Cm  Prop  Srr  2 

217  TO 

225*0  •  aia  . . 

Etajir/MIdOtt. 

400J0 

421.10 

Fued  Ininwr 

mio 

WIT*) 

-  ire)  ... 

Fixed  Im 

2se.ro 

273.50  *  020  . . 

Peruten  Fund* 

Momj- 

XKJO 

29TB0 

-  ojo 

cun 

iftrt 

iM.ro  *  a  to  aro 

Uau<*\rt  Matsu  iiart 

immulkmal 

430L60 

4SSTO 

-  JJO 

Ownou 

z*D.ro 

257X0  *  OTO  ... 

voire  mi 

IIJJO 

Fontwtly  Las 

Managed  iai 

127.70 

Manived  Fund 

4t*7TO 

45140  -OLIO  . 

Equity  Mugd  ix  r 

I2X» 

ABBEY  UFE 

L'K  Equity 

OtoOD 

5MJ0  -  0.40  ... 

advmlurous  i2)  l 

11X00 

HoMrulun!  Rond.  Banaonit 

Propa-nv 

350*0 

3ISW  -  020  ... 

Briuol*  west  Ot 

!  115*0 

BH83XL 

Money  Marius 

2*2*0 

257.70  *  020  .  . 

OUSE  2*2373 

FI  sed  rmeresi 

775*0 

35Sre)  -  020  ... 

CunodUnM 

3I3JE* 

228.71* 

-  OJO  .. 

ijqc-n 

24X.0O 

2*1  10  -  210  ... 

FRIENDS'  PROVIDENT 

EiakalM 

ito.ro 

IWrt 

-  1.10  .. 

North  Amrrlij 

26CUO 

27X50  .  OTO  .. 

Cacde  Sard.  Salisbury. 

WUn  SP 

international  3* 

Jiort 

22*10 

-  ObCl  . 

LnirnuOarun 

■m  to 

4Snre)  *  ojo  ... 

OI7Z24U3M 

PnwctMCtn  W 

1)1  JO 

l»J0 

•  010  ... 

Euraperr 

35520 

41*00  -0.50  ... 

Managed 

414*0 

■ito.ro 

4)Un  Pjciflc 

I4a.ro 

IS4TO 

-  art 

Far  Lut 

12350 

130-50  -  IJO  .. 

UK  Equity 

55440 

615.3) 

Europren  M 

27Jrt 

*  040  ... 

Stewardship 

44X30 

51X30 

Prop  Fd  5«r4 

448.70 

47L40 

•  OJO  . 

Oreneai  Eqnujr 

.w.ro 

3*920 

Equity  Ser  < 

JII. TO 

328  20 

-  OJO  . . 

CW'.VDA  UFE 

Nonh  American 

235 JO 

251.40 

Man  Srr* 

4SOJO 

*5S.|0 

-  JeO  .. 

Hit  It  Sired*  Fatten  1 

Bar.  Hots  ENtSBA 

Plane  Batin 

1*7  JO 

13410 

Corrv  Srr* 

JodW 

»«.I0 

•  04U  ... 

01707  51122 

European 

37120 

351.10 

Money  Ser  * 

309  JO 

J *»  TO 

-040  .. 

Managed 

440  00 

4MTO  •  420  ... 

Property 

20700 

217.90 

Fired  ini  S«f4 

440J0 

4CN*ti 

*  iro  ... 

Property 

^MOO 

30»50  *  040  ... 

fired  inreren 

30X50 

3i»Ja 

AJnerian  Ser* 

KZ70 

*0600 

-  Jrt 

Gill  A  Fid  Ini 

2«*TO 

31450  •  a  10  ... 

In  da  unted 

B44 

MW 

Hlptllnc  Srr  * 

S77.IO 

ira*  re) 

-  Irt  . 

Equity 

?S*  M) 

sm  10  -  sjo  ... 

Cash 

226  3) 

2M.ra 

Indexed  Im  Srr* 

IWJEl 

272.50 

-  OJO 

Cast* 

24  IJO 

2S4  10  *  020  ... 

FP  Ute  AliiUUtcr  «  NM 

Japan  Ser  4 

si.ro 

23SM 

-310  .. 

CUfrEuro  Mgd 

Slirt 

54.IXO  *5.711 

Ftaed  Irucreti 

WTO 

otto 

Elite  1  ml  Fd 

WTO 

375"0  -  0*0  .  . 

Managed 

“wrt 

lOSXIC 

ALBANY  UFE 

Manor*?*!  Fond 

■Hurt 

DM  51)  -  500  . 

Depmit 

3*8.10 

4C1reJ 

3  Darin  Lone.  PoOcro 

Bar  EN*IAJ 

Propem  Fund 

Wrt 

n27TO  -  aro  .  . 

Property 

57720 

ear  ro 

01707  CHI 

Equity  Fund 

1.WX7D 

1451  JO  *2DJ0  .. 

ArtlTTlCTIl 

eeart 

703  70 

Equity  Fd  are 

2230  SO 

2347  ro 

•  PTO  .. 

Gill  Edged  Fd 

77000 

*1120  -  aio  ... 

AUtirotan 

6.W1IO 

M.1  *1) 

European  Fd  ACC 

S^XO 

S89J0 

-  iro  .. 

EtepOilt  Fund 

37X70 

35X30  •  OTO  .  . 

European  ■ 

wart 

5J3I0 

Ftwd  Ini  Are 

rjoro 

06AXO 

•  IJO  .. 

lir.nliiic.il  Fd 

Wort 

547TO  ■  140  .. 

Income  are 

lOtort 

115420 

Gid  yjnr)  are 

J7hIU 

39S.ro 

-  040 

Iniertlitlnnil 

574  40 

n04rt  •  120 

-dfr  Dlsi 

S»3  10 

613  40 

Ini  iau  owed  mx 

80S  *a 

*47  70 

-  1  *30 

Inlenunknul 

?5JW 

4l*rt 

Ini  Fxd  Im  are 

3*0  JO 

40021 

*  Ort  . 

Japan  Smalter 

244X0 

25750 

: apart  Fund 

W'OO 

21050 

-  123  ... 

CiTl  OF  WESTMINSTER  ASSURANCE 

Slnoapdred  Mai 

2TO.00 

25)  TO 

bamcnonAcc 

scow 

S3)  JO 

-  22) 

Serin  House  500  Avebury  Bhd 

Tokyo  Fund 

525  70 

55340 

Prop  Fd  are 

SI7  40 

54*  l  jO 

♦  art  .. 

Milton  Keynes  MK*2NU  01 70S 605101 

UK  Equity 

*44*0 

«5J0 

Multiple Inv  Ate  I341TO  Nil  «  -  3X*> 

ALLIED  DUNBAR  ASSURANCE 

Swindon  5M  IEL 

0T7»SI45I4 


Fid  Inr  Dtp  Acc 

42X40 

4*4.70 

•  OTO 

Equity  are 

1513  70 

*305  50 

-  art 

Property  vt 

744  bO 

783.40 

-  ort 

Far  Ean  are 

XW  30  ' 

251  *1 

-  .'ll) 

Maruifed  Caplul 

rex  33 

«orrej 

-  xro 

■dofisc 

145133 

IS25TO 

-  sjo 

(hmm  «c 

1401 .30 

1475  in 

-  S'*) 

Gib  Edited  are 

62SJ3 

65'Jn 

-  irt 

amer  Equity  aa 

1334'*) 

L4TB4P 

-11.50 

arruo  Man  Acc 

353XU 

58X20 

-  4  bO 

amer  Prepare 

Ito4*3 

12X63 

-  aro 

rHirahrnion  Bonds  Sion 

25  JO 

AVA  EQUITY  &  LAW  UFE 

ASSURANCE 

Aaenlua  Road.  High  IViitnnhr,  Bode 

W45F46M5.4 

Rewrvesero 

an  to 

-  -110 

Baked  sen. 

M£.|  *.1 

lot  1.50 

-  Z.  JO 

opportunity  Srr«j 

214  *i 

2T**| 

-  u.*w 

DUnfbullon  5er6 

l  I4JD 

12020 

UK  Emitter  SrT6  1457  JO 

1571- 10 

•  1  «I 

HlUherlrtc  5rT6 

I5N  JO 

lbU4>3 

-  1>*SJ 

N'orih  aider  Ser  b 

reQrt 

naif  JO 

-NJ 0 

Far  End  Soto 

434  10 

456  50 

-  4JX> 

Europe  Seri, 

514  ft* 

FiUWI 

-  JSJ 

Intnl  Set  u 

boort 

726  .**1 

-  ri«l 

Property  Set  0 

>44  00 

677  8*1 

-  a  TO 

FLurllmsrrij 

S3bTO 

V4  40 

ind-LnFX  s«  S6 

223  in 

XU  5) 

-  0  40 

Glctd  Dcp  5cro 

336.5*3 

.’54  «) 

BARCLAY'S  UFE 
S3  Horton!  Road.  Load on  E79JB 
OISI SM  W4 

Equity  ATT  1275  10  I.UL.W 
ito-  imiui  tvro  tvsjd 

Oik  Edcrd  Arc  *W-W 

-J^-InhW  2«iau 


524  ?) 

;i«to 


rmmjiKinal xa  4bi «  485  io 


-dn-InliLd 
MinaenJ  Arc 
-do-Inrilal 
Money  Acc 
Pp)  wry  acc 
■do-  initial 
America  W 
hi  Lul  Cum 
Financial  An 
50b  Accum 
Japan  .vc 
Income. vc 
special  si»  Art 
t*nl‘  Trth  Acc 


27500 
70X40 
43)  00 
527 2D 
■Mirt 
job  <n 
47J  mi 
lo**l 

memo 

511  HO 
17*10 
71210 


-  150 

•  ITO 

•  17n 

•  I  60 

-  *1*0 

-  Jrt 

- 

-  1.50 

•  UJO 

•  0  10 

2i7kd  -C.ie 

w»i  -  un 
.  4  <0 
•  ICS 


3MW 

44120 

.twoo 


in.ro 
MI.40 
577  70 
1*5  a) 
7*lrt 


.1*110  4I1«J 
1159)  33630 


-  110 
-  : » 

-  XTO 
*  I  10 

-  110 


BLACK  HORSE  UFE 

Meuatbattea  Home.  CTralhnn.  Kent  ME4  UF 

01  hM  534000 

TTK  M4nJB*l  Fd  107*  «)  1177X43 
Income  Fund  IllAJO  ItMlJ 
1007  70  ios*irt 
611*7  MJ47 
1 &31  I0to.CN 

nan*  lisa  ot 


Extra  inn  aw 
wurimidcGih 
Bilan  ert  Fund 
Vmllr  Cos  Been? 

S  Amer  &  Genrl 
Paanc  Botin 
German  CrnAt-h 
Japan  Ortwin 
TtwlTt  GUI  Fd 
conn  Euro  cih 
Property  Fund 
Flirt  intEKU 
cosh  Fund 
Managed  Inv 
Nui  AiiurRecDv 
AEtn&rFund 
Marumi  &nfi 


JUTJI 
1 7160 
712.64 
l  ‘OJO 
41  lit 
416/*? 
3IMI 
6 JBXW 
J7I  77 


SOA.M 
?*«25 
322.70 
1246* 
124  in 
2C2.12 
47123 
4J»«' 
31562 
67J.73 
J»l-M 


-10^5 

•JBJXi 

-I6T7 

-  JJR 

■14.46 

-  147 

-  I  52 

-  <rM 

-  401 


-  4*i> 

-  11.* 

-  flM) 

•  tl  17 

.  MJI 

-  6J0 

*  JJO 


4»Ar  01.12  -  7,5! 


BRITANNIA 

H  Bedmdl  Sb  Chapm  G2  bHR 
DMI  24*  2000 

Mcisurrd  Pert  OJO  2)o-W 
Fntamiana:  Flu*  245iO  2S..!i)  -  "J' 
Uiiih  Pram  Pert  iovjo  Jii  40  .  t> ju 


rmpaiy  Fund 
Manaxcd  Fund 
Eduliy  Fund 


3)6  ID  217  £b 
*6260  40*  LO  -  160 
549 J)  S1HM  -  4.70 


CLERICAL  MLDICAL/FIDELm’ 

INVESTMENTS 

Nmw  PLiia.  Brutal  BS2  0JH.  MI7  A2W566 

Assurance  Fund' 

?TO*0  JO».*i  -  | JO  ... 
32)  JO  214  ID  -  I  JO 
174  n  184  .10 


Sapfrtilrr  MLsed 

Ruo> 

Lmrrali) 

Equjr, 

Fraprn) 

COT  a  Fixed  Iqi 
Indrscd  ■ins 
Caan 

vh  Amman 
Fir  Em 
Tnlcnutlcni) 
Sperlal  Slu 
frrrf  rntnrre 
Eunautui 

Japirtee 
SE  AMI 

Wllti  PtsjIHs  Be* 
■do.  Sp« 


OLIO 

*70(11  w*J0  -  030  ... 

2»  *>  raw  •  ijxi  . 
aaoo  an  7o  .  a  io  .. 
206  10  217  00  -aw 
2  iaw  22i  so  -  o.s>  . . . 
weo  »**  -  jjq 
2l6a0  H)00  -  4»  ... 
279  A0  294*0  -  1*0 
514.00  5*7 »  -  M-VJ  ... 
♦4*00  46*  40 
40*  40  521  50  -  J  10  . . 

ion.1  94.*»  -  2>ij  . 
10*  U)  123  JS  -i* 
I08.W  2T»  i.D  -0  3) 
198.50  20® OU  -  020  . 


FIuxISI*  Berlmricni  Plan*  Funds 
MUnl  44« 21)  4MLOJ  -  I  40  ... 

E<P»II3  (04  2D  tHIJl  -am 

Fro  pm  iieSii  -  I  JO 

Uli  *  Finn  tn:  vi**  lot  ID  -  0  io  . . 

Index  Llni-C  222.9U  1*4 TU  -OTO  . 

c*«r.  .-d*)  s»jii  -  it  >)  . 

s.Ui  wimrjn  *i5i»i  -  j.*o  . 

F*r EasI Aa  22"W  24I.5C*  -  1*0  ... 

Inirrrjrluiul Ait  wji  iaiih  -  in)  ... 

spnUISIb  :«L»  *21.40  -aw  .. 

European  FV*  ;0»«1  745  SI  -7(0  .  . 


COLONIAL  MUTUAL  GROUP 
Colonial  Mntaal  Home.  Ouufaam  Maridne. 
KrH  ME4  0T.  01654 SW 000 


JItJWi  K«t 
d'V  pacr  m  jlurr  ■' 
-dc-Ulh 
*Jp.  EquJiy 
*J'  -  Fiu  Ini 
■tip-  variJCrt 
■do-  Dupcrt» 
iPmT  Cain  cap 
cash  Im 
*7l>  F.qalry  Cap 
4rh  Equiiy  Ifti 
*JP-  FUM  Cap 

-du-nwc  Im 
■sti-  InOa  tap 
*lc-  MdcK  Inv 
■si-  Mm«  cap 
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Clare  Stewart  on  stockbroking  services  for  the  private  investor 


WEEKEND  MONEY  53 


Sold;  a  broker  at  Charles  Schwab  in  Birmingham  executes  a  sell  order.  The  company  offers  a  range  of  services 


Going  for  broker  can 
help  you  to  take  stock 


MM:- 


The  number  of  people 
owning  shares  has 
grown  threefold  over 
the  past  decade  and  with  a 
series  of  building  society  de¬ 
mutualisations  this  year  now 
stands  at  15  million. 

The  distribution  of  windfall 
bonuses  did  more  to  increase 
the  shareholder  register  in  the 
UK  than  the  privatisations  of 
the  ItiSOs.  Now  that  the  year  is 
drawing  to  a  close  and  people 
reassess  their  portfolios.  Week¬ 
end  Money  looks  at  how  to 
buy  and  sell  through  a  stock¬ 
broker  or  broking  service. 


Where  can  I  find  out 
about  brokers  in  my 


The  Association  of  Pri¬ 
vate  Gient  Investment 
Managers  and  Stockbrokers 
publishes  a  directory  of  its 
members.  It  gives  informa¬ 
tion  on  charges,  services  and 
whether  brokers  will  also  act 
for  smaller  investors.  The 
directory  is  available  free  from 
APCIMS.  112  Middlesex 
Street,  London  El  7HY. 
APCIMS  also  has  an  Internet 
sire  that  can  be  found  at 
aprims.org  and  which  is  up¬ 
dated  regularly. 


What  if  1  just  want  to  do 
occasional  deals? 


nri  The  simplest  route  is  a 
17\1  broker  offering  an  execu¬ 
tion-only  service.  The  largest  in' 
the  UK  is  Charles  Schwab,  for¬ 
merly  Sha relink.  Using  its  tele¬ 


phone  service,  there  is  a  mini¬ 
mum  charge  of  per  deal. 

For  investors  dealing  more 
often  there  are  two  other 
options  which  may  prove 
more  cost-effective.  Charles 
Schwab's  Market  Master  ser¬ 
vice  charges  a  minimum  fee 
per  deal  of  £10.  with  a  scale  of 
charges  starting  at  1  per  cent 
for  the  first  £2500.  There  is  a 
quarterly  administration  fee 
of  E6  minimum.  The  next  step 
up  is  the  Frequent  Traders 
Gub  for  which  there  is  a  flat 
fee  of  £1650  per  trade,  and  a 
£60  annual  fee  plus  a  £6 
quarterly  charge. 


What  if  1  want  to  deal 
through  my  local  bank? 


High  street  banks  such  as 
Barclays  and  NatWest 
can  offer  execution-only  ser¬ 
vices.  About  290  of  NatWest 's 
branches  offer  a  touch  screen 
dealing  system  that  allows 
.customers  to  deal  direct  them¬ 
selves.  The  system  offers  live 
stock  market  prices  and  the 
customer  may  accept  or  reject 
the  price  offered  for  the  sale  or 
purchase  of  shares.  The  mini¬ 
mum  commission  is  £20. 

For  more  frequent  dealing 
needs,  NatWest  customers  can 
register  as  a  direct  client  which 
gives  access  to  its  Broker  line 
services.  For  execution-only  ser¬ 
vices  there  is  a  minimum  com¬ 
mission  of  £20  for  UK  equities, 
£65  for  international  equities 
and  £25  for  gilts. 

Courts  Bank  offers  basic 
dealing  services  with  a  mini¬ 
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mum  commission  of  £25  on 
UK  equities  and  gilts  along¬ 
side  its  investment  and  portfo¬ 
lio  management  services. 

What  if  I  want  to  get 
advice  on  which  shares 
to  buy  or  sdl? 

There  are  usually  several 
levels  of  advisory  service 
offered  by  stockbrokers.  Cus¬ 
tomers  of  NatWest's  Broker- 
Line  service,  for  an  extra 
annual  fee  of  £75,  can  ring  for 
advice  when  required. 

JFbr  more  comprehensive 
help  in  handling  a  range  of 
investments,  NatWest  has  an 
Advisory  Portfolio  Service. 
“This  is  more  like  a  traditional 
stockbroking  relationship 
with  the  client,"  says  Richard 
Hunter,  head  of  dealing  ser¬ 
vices.  Clients  receive  regular 
advice  on  investment  ideas 
and  their  portfolios  are  updat¬ 
ed  at  least  twice  a  year.  There 
is  an  annual  fee  of  £300  phis 
VAT,  with  commission  rates 
on  top.  The  minimum  rate  for 
share  trading  is  £35. 

Courts  also  offers  an  Invest¬ 
ment  Advisory  Service.  “This 
may  range  from  suggesting 
where  to  find  a  better  rate  for 
money  on  deposit  through  to 
foreign  currency  trading," 
said  Richard  Stammers,  head 
of  marketing. 

There  is  a  management  fee 
of  1  per  cent  per  annum  of  the 
capital  value  of  the  portfolio, 
plus  VAT  charged  quarterly 
with  a  minimum  of  £10,000  a 
year.  There  is  also  a  minimum 


commission  of  £50  on  dealings 
in  equities  or  unit  trusts. 

[7T|  Can  I  hand  die  whole 
1-^cJ  portfolio  over  to  be 
managed  by  a  broker? 

A  discretionary  service 
offered  by  a  broker 
means  the  investor  can  hand  it 
all  over. 

In  the  UK.  said  Mr  Stam¬ 
mer,  00  per  cent  of  its  clients 
choose  the  discretionary  ser¬ 
vice.  While  the  broker  makes 
the  derisions,  the  dient  is  kept 
up  to  date  with  changes  and 
given  detailed  reports  on  the 
portfolio  performance. 

Coutts  charges  a  manage¬ 
ment  fee  made  up  of  1  per  cent 
of  the  capital  value  of  the 
portfolio  plus  VAT.  with  a 
minimum  quarterly  fee  of  £375 
plus  VAT.  Commission  on 
share  dealings  starts  at  15  per 
cent  on  the  first  £10,000. 

NatWest  Stockbrokers  also 
offers  a  discretionary  service, 
with  a  1  per  cent  annual 
management  fee  (minimum 
E700)  phis  VAT.  On  UK 
equities  there  is  a  minimum 
commission  of  £10. 


What  other  services  can 
stockbrokers  offer? 


fX]  Execution-only  brokers 
such  as  Charles  Schwab 
offer  extras  such  as  a  monthly 
jVew  Issues  Bulletin  detailing 
new  share  issues  and 
ShareFinder  Report .  which 
supplies  financial  analysis  of 
companies. 


An  explorer’s  guide 
to  unit  trust  talk 


Choosing  a  unit  trust 
from  the  1,600  on  offer 
is  difficult  enough. 
But  trying  to  decipher  the 
unit  trust  pricing  informa¬ 
tion  pub  fished  in  the  news¬ 
papers  is  more  than  enough 
to  fox  most  investors. 

The  unit  trust  .industry 
presents  itself  as  a  provider 
of  simple,  transparent  prod¬ 
ucts,  especially  compared 
with  the  complexity  of  life 
and  pension  funds. 

But  die  stock  marker  jar¬ 
gon  of  bid  and  offer  spread, 
creation  units,  cancellation 
units  and  compound  annual 
return  predates  the  era  of 
personal  equity  plan  (FtepJ 
marketing  and  can  easily 
baffle  the  small  investor  who 
is  new  to  the  market. 

The  large  unit  trust 
groups  have  made  efforts  to 
simplify  the  information 
they  give  to  investors,  and 
many,  such  as  M&G  and 
Fldeuiy.  offer  a  freephone 
number  for  investors  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  instant  quote  on  the 
value  of  their  investments, 
and  offer  a  buying  or  selling 
service. 

Every  day  of  the  week, 
except  for  Monday  —  when 
no  prices  are  published  as 
the  market  is  closed  on 
Sunday  —  The  Times  pub¬ 
lishes  unit  trust  prices  from 
the  128  different  groups  cur¬ 
rently  managing  unit  trusts. 
Every  Saturday,  the  figures 
are  calculated  to  reflect  the 
performance  of  the  trust  over 
the  previous  week. 

Pep  prices  are  not  quoted 
separately  from  unit  trust 
prices.  This  is  because  Peps 
are  simply  a  tax-free  wrap¬ 
per  around  the  underlying 
investment  and  have  no 
value  in  themselves. 

If  a  Pep  is  invested  in  a 
single  unit  trust,  working 
out  its  value  will  follow  the 
same  rules  (set  out  below)  as 
a  non-Pep  unit  trust  inves¬ 
tor.  However,  complicating 
the  picture  is  the  fact  that 
many  Peps  are  invested  in  a 


Patrick  Collinson  examines  the 
listings  and  explains  some 
of  the  technical  terms  used 
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selection  of  unit  trusts,  in 
which  case  obtaining  a  valu¬ 
ation  is  best  done  by  contact¬ 
ing  the  manager  of  the  fund 
directly. 

Here  Weekend  Money 
gives  a  guide  to  the  pricing 
jargon. 


DAILY  PRICES 


The  price  of  a  unit  trust 
reflects  exactly  the  value  of  the 
fund's  underlying  investment 
in  a  basket  of  shares.  The 
shares  are  valued  daily  and 
the  price  of  the  units  is 
adjusted  accordingly. 


This  is  the  relevant  price  for 
anyone  calculating  the  value 
of  their  investments.  The  sell 
price  (otherwise  known  as  the 
“bid"  price)  is  expressed  in 
pence  and  is  the  cash-in  value 
of  your  units. 

For  example,  if  you  hold 
2.000  units  in  M&G  Ameri¬ 
can.  at  a  sell  price  of  638.40p 
the  calculation  would  be: 
2.000  x  63S.40  *  1.276 .000/100 
=  E 12,768. 

(No  units)  x  (sell  price)  =  (value 
in  pence)  divided  by  100  = 
(value  in  pounds) 


This  is  the  price  at  which 
investors  buy  units  in  a  unit 
trust,  and  is  otherwise  known 
as  the  “offer"  price. 

It  is  higher  than  the  selling 
price  on  any  one  day.  because 
of  the  charge  made  by  the 
investment  manager  and  the 
difference  between  the  buying 
and  selling  prices  of  the  under¬ 
lying  shares,  including  stamp 
duty.  The  gap  between  the  two 
prices  is  commonly  known  as 


the  1  spread”.  For  example,  to 
buy  2.000  units  of  M&G 
American  would  cost  2.000  x 
673.90.  or  £13.478.  This  is  £710 
more  than  the  immediate  sale 
value,  underlining  why  unit 
trusts  are  nor  the  right  home 
for  short-term  cash:  die  invest¬ 
ment  would  have  to  grow  by 
more  than  5  per  cent  to  recoup 
the  costs  and  charges. 


PLUS-MINUS 


This  shows  the  price  change 
over  the  previous  day,  and  is 
expressed  in  pence,  not  in 
terms  of  percentage.  So  in  the 
example  shown.  M&G  Ameri¬ 
can  has  risen  by  5.9p  to  a 
selling  price  of  63S.4p. 

Like  shares,  unit  trust  prices 
are  always  quoted  in  pence 
rather  than  pounds.  This  is 
because  they  rise  or  fall  from 
an  initial  launch  price.  This  is 
typically  set  at  loop,  but  in  the 
past  launch  prices  have  set  at 
50p  or  25p. 


This  is  a  percentage  figure 
showing  how  much  income 
(also  known  as  dividend)  you 
will  earn  on  your  unit  trust 
For  example,  on  M&G  Ameri¬ 
can.  the  yield  is  0.49  per  cent, 
which  shows  that  for  each 
£100  invested,  the  trust  earns 
49p  in  income. 

M&G  .American  is  designed 
not  as  an  income  fund  but  as  a 
growth  fund,  so  the  low  in¬ 
come  is  to  be  expected. 

A  quick  scan  through  the 
price  pages  will  reveal  equity 
income  trusts  which  have 
yields  of  about  4-45  per  cent 
and  bond  and  fixed  interest 
trusts  with  jieJds  of  more  than 
7  per  cent  However,  the  yield 
figure  is  quoted  gross  and  is 


HOW  TO  UNRAVEL  UNIT  TRUST  PRICES^M^^^>i 


The  casMn  value  of 
each  unit,  In  pence. 


The  purchase  price  The  price  change 


of  each  unit,  in 


The  gross  ipre-tax) 


Multiply  by  number  of  pence.  Also  known  expressed  in  pence. 


over  the  previous  day.  ( income  payable 


units  to  obtain  value  as  offer  price 

of  investment  1 - 


not  percentage 


Accumulation  Units, 
where  any  income  for 
dividend)  earned  is 
automatically 
reinvested  into  the 
unit  trust 


Self' 
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t  jjjT-  Acornf 
AmeTReccwery 
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638.40 
800.50 

788.40 
911.90 

183.70 

187.70 

181.40 
232.10 


673.90 

845.00 

833. 70f 

964.301 

194.30 

198.50 

191.80 

245.40 


(Yldj 

■+/-•% 


+  5.90 
+  7.40 
+  3.10 
+  3.70 
-  0.60 
-  0.70 
+  0.60 
+  0.90 


not  what  a  unit  trust  investor 
will  receive. 

Tax  is  autnmaticaly  deduct¬ 
ed  ai  the  23  per  cent  basic  rate 
before  the  income  is  paid  out. 
and  higher-rate  taxpayers  are 
liabfe  for  extra  tax.  Non- 
taxpayers  can  reclaim  the 
basic  rate  tax  that  has  been 
deducted. 


ACCUM 


This  abbreviation  stands  for 
accumulation  units.  This  is- 
where  the  trust  manager  auto¬ 
matically  reinvests  income 
back  into  the  unit  trust,  in¬ 
creasing  the  unit  price,  ft  is  not 
a  separate  unit  trust. 

in  the  example,  the  selling 
price  of  M&G  American  accu¬ 
mulation  units  is  8005p  com¬ 
pared  with  638.4p  for  the 
standard  units,  which  shows 
the  impact  of  years  of  reinvest¬ 
ing  even  a  small  amount  of 
income  can  have  on  the  long 
term  value  of  a  unit  trust 
investment. 


CORNER  BOX 


The  bonom  right  hand  comer 
of  The  Times  unit  frost  prices 
page  contains  further  annota¬ 
tions  that  apply  to  some  unit 
trusts. 

■  Ex-dividend:  Unit  trusts 
will  distribute  income  at  set 
points  during  die  year.  As  the 
date  of  distribution  approach¬ 
es.  ihe  price  will  inevitably’  rise 
—  any  buyer  is  automatically 
going  to  receive  some  income 
very  shortly. 

When  a  unit  trust  is  marked 
ex-dividend,  it  means  that  the 
price  of  the  unit  trust  no  longer 
includes  the  dividend,  and  is 
therefore  likely  to  fall  back  for 
some  rime. 

■  Periodic  charge  deducted 
from  capital:  Most  unit  trust 
groups  charge  their  annual  fee 
(typically  1-15  per  cent) 
against  the  income  generated 
by  the  mist. 

Some  trusts,  especially 
those  keen  to  maintain  a  high 
payout,  pur  the  charge  against 
the  capital  of  the  fond.  Either 
way.  the  investor  pays  the 
same  fee  and  is  in  exactly  the 
same  tax  position. 

■  Exit  Charge:  Most  trusts 
typically  charge  an  initial  fee 
of  3  to  55  per  cent,  but  a  few  do 
not  make  any  initial  charge 
but  levy  an  exit  fee  if  the 
investor  cashes  in  the  invest¬ 
ment  before  a  predetermined 

.  period,  which  is  typically  five 
years.  The  exit  fee  is  usually  on 
a  sliding  scale  of  5  per  cent  in 
year  one  falling  to  1  per  cent  in 
year  five. 
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PEPS  WITHOUT  THE  GOBBLEDEGOOK. 
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Fidelity  investors  have  plenty  of  reason 
for  comfort  and  joy. 

There’s  the  security  of  investing  with 
the  world’s  largest  fond  manager.  (  With  over 
£390  billion  under  management  there's  no 
one  bigger  than  we  are.  l 

Then  there’s  the  rewards  of  our 
“bonom  up"  srockpicking  approach  to 
enjoy.  You  see,  we  research  markers  and 
compares  more  thoroughly  than  any  of 
our  competitors.  Our  analysts  make  more' 

08004)4133 

Call  free  ftim-ripm.  7  days,  ww.ndriiry.cu  uK 


than  46,000  company  contacts  every  year 
all  around  the  world.  fEven  Sanra  would 
be  impressed  by  that  number  of  calls!  > 

It's  a  philosophy  that  has  seen  us  win 
numerous  awards,  and  bring  rewards  for 
our  investors. 

Call  us  now  or  speak  to  your  IFA  about 
our  range  of  plain-speaking,  hard  working, 
low  cost  PEPs. 

Have  a  merry  Christmas.  And,  of  course, 
a  very  prosperous  New  Year. 


3  FREE 

issues  of 
Moneywise 

The  only  personal  finance  magazine  you  ’ll  ever  need! 


Now  you  can  enjoy  the  UK's  besr-Mdliny 
personal  finance  magazine  FREE  for  3  months.  Take 
advantage  of  expen  advice  on  bow  to  spend,  save, 
invest  and  plan  for  the  future.  Subscribe  tocfcjy  by 
completing  and  returning  the  Direct  Dehit  form 
below  Tfe  won't  charge  your  account  until  you've 
received  your  3  free  issues.  By  then  we  believe  you'll 
find  it  indispensable. 

Save  £8.40  on  our  annual  cover  price 
What’s  more.  MONEYWLSE  will  start  saving  you 
money  straight  away  -  not  only  are  your  first  3  issues 
absolutely  FREE  but  your  subscription  will  be  just 
a  quarter,  a  saving  of  £S.-*0  on  the  published  annual 
price  of  A3--‘W1  Why  hesitate?  Suhscrihe  at  once  for  a 
richer  future. 
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lights  as  a  taxpayer,  investor,  mongage 
and  consumer  "Increased  returns  on  your 
investments  •  Monthly  features  and 
in-depth  investieptions  ■  Information  on 
shae  movements  and  house  prices 
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YES!  Please  send  me  the  next  3  months  issues  of  Moneywise  -  FREE! 
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I  Instruction  to  yonr  bankAniihfing  society. 

Please  fill  in  the  whole  form  and  send  it  bade  FREE  to: 

I  Moneywise,  FREEPOST  34, 1 1  Westfeny  Circus,  Canary  Wharf,  London  Et4  4HE 
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A  little  light  reading  for 

John  Givens  asked  two  recent  subjects  of  the  Go-It-Alone 
column  to  assess  some  of  the  best  books  on  small  business 


If  you  were  thinking  of  setting 
up  in  business,  knowing  how  To 
go  about  it  and  understanding 
what  your  responsibilities  are  will 
be  key  to  your  future  success. 

While  there  are  many  small 
business  agencies  which  will  help 
you  to  get  started,  the  best  way  id 
learn  the  basics  is  probably  to  buy 
one  of  the  growing  number  of 
books  thatwill  ny  to  turn  you  into 
an  all-round  businessman  over¬ 
night.  .  ,  . 

Weekend  Money  asked  leading 
bookstores  to  name  their 
bestselling  titles  for  small  business¬ 
es  and  got  two  of  the  people  who 
have  featured  in  the  Go-It-Alone 
pages  in  recent  weeks  to  tell  us 
what  they  thought  of  them  and  give 
star  ratings  out  of  five  for  each  title- 
Emma  Bagnall  is  a  32-year-old 
freelance  graphic  designer  from 
Stoke  Newington.  North  London. 
Having  recently  set  up  as  a  selF- 
employed  worker  she  is  interested 
in  reading  about  the  basics  of  going 
it  alone,  such  as  book-keeping,  tax 
and  VaT. 

Ken  Wilson.  41.  set  up  his 
recruitment  business,  Ken  Wilson 
Associates  Ltd,  in  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  ten  years  ago  after  working 
for  an  accountancy  recruitment 
agency  for  six  years.  He  now  wants 
information  chat  goes  beyond  the 
initial  start-up  stage. 

The  Dailv  Telegraph  —  How  To  Set 
Up  and  Run  Your  Own  Business , 
published  by  Kogan  Page  at  £11.99. 
Ken:  “This  book  deals  with  all  the 
relevant  issues  generally  rather 
than  specifically,  but  in  an  uncom¬ 
plicated  and  easy-to-read  manner. 
However,  the  content  is  delivered 
very  mudi  in  an  advisory  “what  is 
required’  format  rather  than  show¬ 
ing  you  try  example,  which  in  my 
view  would  be  more  helpful.  The 
book  carries  a  lot  of  advertising 
which  I  found  distracting  and  1 
think  a  dedicated  section  at  the 
back  carrying  ads  would  improve 


iis  readability."^^ 

Emma:  “There  was  a  lot  of  Infor¬ 
mation  in  this  book  which,  as 
someone  new  to  being  self-em¬ 
ployed,  was  not  really  relevant  to 
me.  1  also  found  it  difficult  to  read, 
partly  because  I  found  many  of  the 
diagrams  confusing  and  afcn 
because,  unusually  for  a  book, 
there  were  adverts  dotted  around 
which  made  it  hard  to  read.nA’lt 

Lloyds  Bank  Small  Business 
Guide,  published  by  Penguin  at 
£12. 

Kern  "Easily  the  best  of  the  bunch. 
The  thinking  man’s  guide  to  setting 
up  a  business,  which  comprehen¬ 
sively  explains  the  intricacies  of 
financial  preparation  and  controls 
and  the  implications  for  a  business 
of  tax  and  profits. 

"Great  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 
value  of  business  planning,  demon¬ 
strated  throughout  with  the  use  of 
commonsense  and  practical  exam¬ 
ples.  It  also  contains  an  extensive 
reference  section,  packed  with 
names,  addresses  and  telephone 
numbers  of  useful  contacts,  which  I 
found  very  helphiL^HHHHk 
Emma:  This  is  the  one  1  would 
buy.  It  is  nicely  laid  out  which 
makes  it  easy  to  read  and  the 
opening  chapter  is  very  good.  The 
book  asks  and  answers  a  lot  of 
questions  and  I  found  die  section 
looking  at  whether  you  should  set 
up  as  a  sole  trader,  partnership  or 
limited  company  really  useful.  It 
explains  things  very  dearly,  giving 
the  pros  and  cons  of  each  option, 
and  the  diagrams  are  also  very 
good  ."★★★★ 

The  Greatest  Little  Business  Book, 
published  by  Hingston  Publishing 
at  £8.50. 

Ken:  This  book  is  ideal  for  the  self- 
employed  or  sole  trader  who  under¬ 
stands  their  market  but  who  has 
little  or  no  experience  of  running  a 
business,  ft  offers  good  basic  advice 
on  topics  such  as  tax  or  other 


financial  matters  and  is  written  in 
simple  English,  making -it  easy  to 
understand.  Experienced  business¬ 
men  however,  would  probably  find 
this  title  a  little  too  basic."-^ok"A’ 
Emma:  “Despite  the  title  I  didn’t 
think  this  was  the  greatest  little 
business  book  at  alL  The  design  is 
poor  throughout,  which  spoils  it 
Although  the  information  is  down- 
to-earth  it  isn’t  very  inviting  to  read 
and  I  found  it  very  difficult  to  get 
into.  On  the  plus  side;  it  does 
mention  how  important  it  is  for  a 
small  business  or  self-employed 
person  to  have  a  well-designed 
letterhead  and  business  card, 
which,  as  a  graphic  designer.  I 
would  certainly  agree  witiL’^Tk' 

The  Financial  Times  —  Mastering 
Enterprise,  published  by  FT  Pit¬ 
man  Publishing  at  £25. 

Ken:  “What  this  bode  does  not 
indude  is  not  worth  knowing, 
although  it  is  very  weighty  and 
reads  a  bit  Like  a  textbook  with  lots 
of  business  jargon  and  academic- 
style  philosophies.  It  makes  good 
use  of  studies  and  is  well  laid 
out  with  plenty  of  graphs,  tables 
and.  pictures.  However,  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  not  really  suitable  for  someone 
just  setting  out  and  needing  basic 
advice.’hinArfr 

Emma:  “It  has  a  nice  glossy  look  to 
it.  but  as  a  basic  guide  to  setting  up 
I  did  not  find  it  at  all  helpfoL  It  has 
a  collection  of  essays  and  articles, 
and  reads  like  a  textbook,  and  there 
is  very  Utile  practical,  basic  advice. 
It  is  nicely  presented  but  the 
content  is  way  above  me.”ir 

The  Essence  of  Small  Business, 
Prentice  Hall,  EI2.95. 

Ken:  “Seems  to  be  pitched  at  the 
businessman  who  already  knows 
the  basics.  It  has  a  concise  style  of 
writing  which  assumes  an  existing 
knowledge  of  business  practice  and 
highlights  strongly  the  need  for  a 
comprehensive  business  plan.  It  is 
well  illustrated  and  uses  good 


F.wima  Bagnalb  looking  for  basics,  such  as  book-keeping  and  tax  start-up  stage 


graphics  but  I  think  this  book  foils 
to  connect  with  the  everyday  needs 
of  a  small  business  awner.’SHHk 
Emma:  "Again.  I  found  this  book 
lacking  in  basic,  practical  advice 
for  someone  new  to  business,  and 
topics  such  as  tax  and  book¬ 
keeping  for  the  self-employed  were 
nor  really  covered.  I  also  found  the 
design  uninviting,  with  lots  of 


graphics  and  charts  which  I  found 
irrelevant  I  think  this  title  is  more 
suited  to  readers  who  already  know 
-something  about  running  a  busi¬ 
ness,  rather  than  those  new  to  self- 
ernployment’^' 

KPI  —  Your  Business  Start-Up 
Action  Kit,  Kogan  Page.  £9.99 
(£24.99  with  CD-Rom). 


Ken:  “This  is  a  book  and  combined 
CD-Rom  which  gives  business  plan 
layouts  among  other  things.  Th& 
book  is  simple  and  down-to-earth 
and  written  in  an  easy-to-under- 
stand  style.  I  think  this-  is  a  good 
choice  for  the  new  businessman 
although  it  is  a  jrity  that  the  CD- 
Rom,  which  is  very  usefoi-means 
you've  probably  got  to  spend  at 


least  £1,000  to  buy  the  hardware  to 

run  i trirkirk 

Emma:  “From  the  point  of  view  of 
appealing  to  new  set-ups  it  wasn't 
tooliad,  although  I  found  some  of 
the  chapters  I  was  interested  in  a 
little  too  short  The  CD-Rom  looked 
Kke  it  could  be  very  useful- but.  as  I 
-  haven't  got  a  system  -to  lunit  an,  PD 
never  know." 


DENZlL  McNEELANCE 


Work  hard  then  play  hard:  this  year  traders,  fund  managers  and  analysts  will  join  other  young  professionals  spending  bonuses  that  could  total  up  to  £1  billion 


-  -  CAN  YOU  - 

EARN 

INCOME 

-  FROM  - 

MORE 


-THAN- 


Inniaeit  Trusts,  public  companies  listed  ■*  lie 
London  5t«l  Eirianje  proude  a  cost  effetme  was  for  tie 
prnair  inesior  to  make  the  non  of  stuck  market  ircesiBHiL 
Bona;  shares  ia  just  one  lucestner  Trait  spreads  tour  risk 
across  nans  companies 

Rue  In  mw.  man  Inestwenl  Trass  uller  pariicniari; 
nine,  berause  in  iteofnl  the  price  ol  itieir  stares  is  loner  Hun 
Iheijlueol  lie  shares  ties  owl  Xormai  slnci  market  lisctnalmiis 
mean  that  fasesiaent  Trust  share  prices  nieii  muse  eiattli  :n 
line  mlh  tie  prices  ol  lie  stares  id  the  nnderlon;  portfolios 
This  dtllereoce  —  tie  ditcvini  —  rartn  V  toe  brc«m:ci 
of  June  IJ97  the  aseratie  disconni  lor  comectraul  ntesment 
trusts  ms  L**  This  means  tta;  for  an  im^yispw  "f  vn  EI.K» 
:oo  heitefn  from  the  income  (ram  assets  anrbM  Ild 

Because  ctarjes  are  kept  to  a  nunjonm.  Inesioeni 
fruits  are  anon?  the  touest  cost  mesimenis  inu  ran  sake. 
This  rrmplcd  nth  tie  discunat  means  that  >oar  nonet  corks 
Cartel  lor  ion. 

You  can  lean  mure  aboat  Inesioent  Trusts  -  and  the 
discamt  -  hs  seeding  lor  tie  free  mlormatits  park  [run  the 
klTf.  ine  Aisnrutnn  lAal  speaks  for  Inreslnienl  Trns:  inn  panes 
Simple  nil  is  tie  coupon  or  call  8171  tel 


THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  f.YVESHfEftT  TRCST  COtfF.t  V.'Ef 


Sr  ta  I  gi  71*  V«r4»*3.a  tnr  Ixrtf  Irj-I 

lu  fcanf  PbjU.  V*bnn  R,rl  Ji  r*  Quit  3K  J-.  rr. ;  bfi> 
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H  tun  already  tale  Sluitl  III  13  tiTntB*nrIra0n»nipiiri  plrur  lirklbiv  boi  ~ 

|TTii  fv  il,4  i.  tUri  Si  jjr^n  J  —c  ,13*1  .11— r I— 4  -  itf-nt-*  tvkil iwi  ha 4,  ITTC  i 
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manage your 
mortgage® 
anylocation. 
via  the 
net. 

The  future  starts  here.  For  the  latest  innovation  from 
Legal  &  General  visit  the  mortgages  page  on  our 
website  now  and  select  'Interplan:  Alternatively,  call 
0500  6 66  555  quoting  ref:  Q4  PL22.  Lines  open 
Mon— Fri  8am-8pm  and  9am— 5prn  weekends. 


Legad  &  General  (Direct)  Umlicd  is  a 
mpreseruarive  only  O t  the  Lrftai  a#  General 
marketing  group,  members  of  which  are 
regained  by  the  Personal  Imnmmu 
Authority  and  MRO  for  cbe  purposes  of 
recommending,  advising  on  and  selling 
life  awuBime  and  Imomuew  products 
bearing  Legal  &  General'*  name. 


General 

trust  us  to  deliver 


Traded  Endowment  policies 
For  a  good  deal  more,  whether 
you  are  buying  or  selling, 
talk  to 

Neville  James 

*  We  pay  more  than  surrender  value _/br  suitable  with 
profits  ewkwTNMipoliries 

*  Intelligent,  competitively  priced  policy  lists  every 
week 


No  costs  for  selling  or  buying 


- PLEASE  CALL  NOW - 

01243  52  00  00 

OR  FAX 

01243  52  00  01 

EVERYDAY  8:00AM  -  &00PM 


Mville 

JAMES 

The  Traded  Eadamaeal 
Itaifeadomk 


Neville  Jame.  LiitaHd.  Frojm  hvrjnttUs.  Wtol  Paitnu.  Oacbeorr.  PUIS  1TB 
"iridhWitjawejiMJbwiniiiaUl'T^cn^iMifewMaA^wiH  ■Uh«uai*i> 
of  Be  ittKM  <4  Pc*.,  MMbi  MOm  Kit  am  m  9pm  ferwcWrt  amt*m  MB 
pfitwafdnil 


If s  not  a  portly  man  in  a 
red  suit  that  City  whiz- 
kids  wait  for  each  Christ¬ 
mas  but  a  fat  cheque  from 
their  bosses.  This  year  traders, 
fund  managers  and  analysts 
are  in  line  for  eud-of-year 
bonuses  that  could  total  up  to 
£1  billion,  nearly  a  third  more 
than  they  received  last  year. 
Star  performers  could  be  gel¬ 
ling  bonuses  as  high  as  three 
or  four  tunes  their  base 
salaries. 

These  are  the  eligible  cus¬ 
tomers  with  whom  banks 
have  long  been  wanting  to 
build  a  lasting  relationship.  In 
the  extravagant  Eighties, 
those  worthy  of  their  red 
braces  might  have  considered 
joining  a  private  bank. 

Then- more  modest  Nineties 
counterparts  may  dispense 
with  ostentatious  displays  of 
wealth,  but  as  salaries  contin¬ 
ue  to  grow,  many  are  seeking 
higher  levels  of  personal  ser¬ 
vice  from  their  banks  than 
they  normally  receive  with  an 
ordinary  high  street  bank 
account. 

Barclays,  _  Lloyds  and 
NatWest  offer  exd  uxrve  pack¬ 
ages  to  cajole  the  weU-ofr  with 
the  extra  service  of  a  personal 
manager.  But  their  Premier. 
Gold  and  Advantage  Premier 
accounts  are  available  only  to 
those  earning  above  a  certain 
limit  although  within  reach 
of  most  professionals. 

John  Freeman,  managing 
director  of  Barclays  Premier, 
said:  “We  are  the  business 
class  end  rather  than  the  first 
dass  if  you  think  in  terms  of 
an  aeroplane.”  . 


QUALIFYING 


Uoyds  Bank  Gold  is  open  to 
anyone  earning  at  least 
£20.000  a  year  or  if  both 
account  holders  have  a  joint 
annual  income  of  £30,000  or 
more. 

NatWesfs  Advantage  Pre¬ 
mier  has  more  stringent  crite¬ 
ria.  It  is  available  only  to  those 
with  salaries  of  more  than 
£50.000.  while  Barclays  Pre¬ 
mier  wifi  settle  for  these  with 
an  income  of  £40.000.  - 

Both  banks  will  allow  youn¬ 
ger  clients  to  join  if  their  gross 
annual  income  is  greater  in 
thousands  of  pounds  than 
their  age.  However,  member¬ 
ship  cl  the  Premier  club  is  by 
invitation  only  and  customers 
are  only  ajqmwched  to  join  if 
the  bank  believes  that  they  are 
suitable. 

Even  mavericks  such  as 
Virgin  Direct  have  their  own 
form  of  dterry-piclting.  Its 
new  One  account  which  aim- 
bines  a  current  account  and  a 
mortgage,  will  be  available  in 
the  new  year  but.  is  out.,  of 


Susan  Emmett 
finds  nut  what 
it  takes  to  get 
an  overdraft  on 
the  same  terms 
as  the  elite  • 


reach  tb  those  with  mortgages 
of  lesS  :than  t50.000.Thar  is 
two  thirds  of  homeowners, 
according  to  ihe_  Gouiicfl-of 
Mortgage  Tenders;  Bttfwdule 
Virgin’s  teDitigApoint-  is  a 
“revolutionary*'  new  service, 
the  high  :streeri  -banks1are' 

sticking  to  the  cOTventionaL 

Free  travel  insurance.  Gold 
service  plastic  cards*  commis¬ 
sion-free  currency,  purchase 
protection  ,  and}  preferential 
overd  raft  treatment  are  part  of 
the  package  deals  at  NatWest 
and  Lloyds.  NatWest  also 
gives  air  miles  with  its  gold 
MasterCard  chargecard  (debit 
card). 

But  the  highlight  of  these 
exclusive  services  is  the  per-- 
sonal  attention  of- your  own 
banking  ‘  manager,  responsi¬ 
ble  for  kxAdrig:  afier  ^your 
wealth.  Barclays  Premier  ac¬ 
count  holders  are  on  first 
naihe  terms  with  their  account 
managers  who  prinnise  to 
metfydtr  mtywhere  you  please 
at  any  time  thariis  convenient 
to  you. 

Simon  Baines;  ah  insurance 
broker  who  has  bgen  a  Pre¬ 
mier  customer  for  five  years, 
has  lunch  regularly  with  his. 
manager.  The  Way  I  live  my . 
life,  travelling  a  lot,  it’s  a  good 
idea.  Theygivrrae  a Very  gbod 
sendee,"  he  said.  “Ifs  good 
personal  banldng  in  Hie  end." 

-  However,  the  numbers  of 
people  opting  for  .  selective 
accounts  remains  relatively 
small-  Most,  banks  wifi,  not 
reveal  what  they  term  “finan- 
daffy  sensitive",  information, 
such  as  the  number  of  people 
holding  these  accounts,  but 
Barclays  Premier-  has  attract- ' 
ed  90.000  customers  since  its 
laimdi  in  1994,' only  a  tiny 
minority  aftheEr  overall  seven 
million  current  account 
holders. 


COSTS 


As  with  most  exclusive  dubs, 
the  prMeg^comes  at  a  price. 
Uoyds  Gold,  One  of  the  older 
accounts,  having-  been 
launched  in  1990,  is  the  cheap¬ 
est  at  £8  a  month. 

However,  the  .bank  will 
waive  tfw  fee  if  account  hold¬ 
ers  keep  a  minimi  im  balance 

& 


of  £1.000.  Barclays  Premier 
.now  charges  £10  a  month 
having  dramatically  increased 
the  fee  in  September  from  £50 
a  year.  NatWesfS  Advantage, 
Premier  is  the  most  expensive } 
at  £12J50-a  month. 


IS  IT  WORTH  IT? 


;  Neil  Walklin&'Of  Which?,  the 
Consumers'  Association  mag¬ 
azine,  does  not  think  so.  “Our 
view  is  that  they  are  not  worth 
bothering  about  for  most 
people."  he  said. 

'  “These  sorts  of  packages 
-make  things  less  transparent 
for  the  consumer.  You  don’t 
lytow  whether  you  are  getting 
-  a  good  deal.  You  don’t  need  a; 
load  of  gimmicks  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  current 
account"  •' 

Exclusive  account  holders  - 
may  be  paying  for  preferential 
treatment  but  preferential 
bank  rates  are  not  part  of  the  ' 
deal  at  Barclays.  The  credit 
rate  for  the  Premier  account  is . 
the  same  as  an  ordinary  . 
current  account  at  0J  per  cent 
a  year.  However,  Uoyds  apd  . 
NatWest  do  offer  more  attrac¬ 
tive  tiered  rates. 

NatWest  Advantage  Pre¬ 
mier  pays  0.75  per  cent  a  year 
on  credit  balances  of  less  than 
£2,000 compared  wrthOJ25|ier 
cent  a  year  for  their  ordinary 
accounts.  Rates  go  up  to  23 
per  cent  for  balances  of  more 
than  £10,000.  Uoyds  Gold- V 
pays  1  per  cent  for  credit 
balances  of  less  than  £5,000 
compared  with  03  per  cent  for  . 
the  Classic  account  Those 
with  more  than  £10,000  are 
paid  2.75  per  cent  .  ..  $, 
However,  emphasising  the 

personalised  nature  of  these 
selective  accounts.  Barclays 
says  overdraft  arrangemebts 
are  between  the  customer  and 
the  account  manager.  There 
are  no  formal  charges  arid 
limits  are  made  on  a  care 
basis. 

Jioyds  highlights  that.it 
offers  special  overdraft  terms 
and  a  £100  overdraft  waiver. 

At  NatWest.  preferential  rates 
apply  to  both  overdraft  bor¬ 
rowing  of  at  least  £2300  at  10 
per  cent  and  loans  at  9.75  per 
cent.  . 


NafWest  offers  additional 
“lifestyle"  perks,  including  25 
per  cent  off  dinners  for  four  at 
more  than  500  restaurants,  a 
,  foeatre  booking  service  with 
25  per  cent  discount  on  select- 
ed  WestEnd  theatre  seats  arid 
a  wipe  deliveiy  service.  And  if 
the  service  Mis  to  live  up  to 
.eroectations,  NatWest  even  , . 
offer?  a  90-day  raoney-back  ' 
guarantee. 
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A. 


Gavin  Lumsden  looks  at  the  Prudential  report  on  mis-selling  and  asks  what  to  consider  when  buying  a  financial  product 


Pru’s  attention  Salesmen  under  pressure 
turns  to  savers 
after  FSA  rap 


T! 


Prudential  is  planning  to 
write  to  some  or  its  custom¬ 
ers  to  find  out  whether  they 
have  been  mis-sold  savings  plans. 
,  The  move  from  the  Prudential,  the 
t  'UK's  biggest  insurance  company, 
1  'is  in  the  wake  of  unprecedented 
criticism  from  the  Financial  Ser- 
v  vices  Authority  (FSA)  this  week, 
v-  A  visit  to  Prudential  by  officials 
from  the  FSA  earli¬ 
er  this  year  re- 
1  vealed  severe 
failures  in  manage¬ 
ment  The  FSA  said 
that  the  Pruden¬ 
tial’s  direct  salesj- 
fiorce  had  a  culture 
of  non-compliance. 

*.  It  also  said  that  the 
company  had 
1  failed  to  rectify 
1  some  of  the  short- 
•  comings  that  had 
.  ’  already  been  iden¬ 
tified  by  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Invest¬ 
ments  Board  (SIB), 
the  forerunner  to 
the  FSA. 

John  El  bourne. 

*  *  Prudential  manag¬ 
ing  director,  said: 

"YVe  will  have  to 
sample  on  a  hisfor- 
\  ic  basis  some  of  the 
*;  policies  that  have 
been  sold."  In  par¬ 
ticular.  the  regulatory  spotlight  has 
:  fallen  on  the  Prudential’s  with- 
profits  savings  schemes,  which  are 
constructed  as  life  insurance  plans. 

These  products  are  particularly 
suitable  for  investors  who  do  not 
want  to  take  very  much  risk  with 
their  hanl-eamed  money.  How¬ 


ever.  one  of  the  drawbacks,  to  life 
insurance  products  is  that  the 
funds  themselves  are  taxed  in  the 
hands  of  the  company.  -Non¬ 
taxpayers  are  unable  to  this 
tax  back,  which  makes  them 
unsuitable.. 

The  FSA  claims  that  Prudential 
salesman  are  guilty  of  selling  these 
bonds  to  non-taxpayers.  The  regu¬ 
lator  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  Pru¬ 
dential  had  been 
selling  new  pen¬ 
sion  plans  to  those 
who  already  had 
pension  plans  —  a 
top-up  plan  may 
have  been  more 
appropriate. 

Mr  Elboumehas 
emphasised  that  if 
the  company  finds 
that  mis^dling  has 
occurred  then  cus¬ 
tomers  will  not  be 
disadvantaged. 

This  report  from 
the  FSA  effectively 
accused  the  coun¬ 
try’s  largest  insurer 
of  letting  its  5000- 
strong  direct-sales 
force  run  amok 
among  the  public 
Rubbing  salt  on 
die  wounds,  the 
FSA  said  Pru’s 
management  had  demonstrated  a 
long-standing  failure  to  recognise 
the  problems  and  the  company 
exhibited  a  cultural  disposition 
against  compliance  with  rules  and 
regulations. 

Caroline  Merrell 


the  damning  report  into  file 
running  of  the  Prudential 
has  put  the  spotlight  on  the 
way  that  financial  services  are  sold 
in  Britain.  There  is  particular  focus 
on  the  activities  of  insurance  com¬ 
pany  representatives  and  sales¬ 
men,  intermediaries  who  can  only 
seU  the  products  of  one  company. 
They  must  sell,  or  lose  their 
commission-based  livelihoods.  Cut¬ 
backs  in  salesforce  numbers  have 
added  to  the  pressure  being  applied 
to  these  hapless  middlemen,  with 
rumours  in  the  industry  of  impossi¬ 
ble  targets  being  set  for  salesmen. 

Although  many  banks  and  insur¬ 
ers  are  developing  their  links  with 
independent  financial  advisers  (If  As) 
or  are  setting  up  high-tech  call 
centres  with  which  to  reach  the 
public  direedy  and  more  cheaply,  the 
expectations  placed  on  traditional 
salesmen  remain  considerable. 

Last  year  NatWest  life  came 
close  to  selling  its  1.400  life  insur¬ 
ance  salesforce  after  a  disappoint¬ 
ing  1995.  Instead  it  introduced 
performance-related  pay  to  encour¬ 
age  its  staff.  In  theory  the  changes 
meant  NatWest  financial  advisers, 
who  are  based  in  most  of  the  bank’s 
branches,  can  earn  unlimited 
amounts  in  bonuses.  However, 
insiders  daini  the  change  has 
created  a  dimate  of  fear  where 
good  financial  advice  is  endan- 
gerecL  One  salesman  who  works  in 
the  South  East  says  many  of  his 
colleagues  have  had  £2,000  docked 
from  their  pay  and  been  given 
formal  warnings  for  missing  quar¬ 
terly  self-imposed  targets.  Morale 
has  plummeted  while  staff  turn¬ 
over  has  soared. 

He  claims  advisers  in  his  region 
are  required  to  make  an  average  of 
six  and  a  half  sales  a  week,  split 
equally  between  life  insurance, 
pensions  and  investment  This  is  an 
extremely  demanding  target  con¬ 
sidering  each  sale  requires  at  least 
two  meetings  with  customers  last¬ 
ing  GO  to  90  minutes  each.  “I*ve  got 
to  do  a  fact-find  and  make  an 


assessment  on  each  individual,  i 
can’t  predict  what  i  will  sell.  Sane 
of  my  colleagues  are  simply  order¬ 
taking  — if  they  get  a  sniff  of  a  sale. 
they1!!  go  for  it  Somebody  walks  in 
with  E20  surplus  on  their  weekly 
budget  and  they'll  be  sold  life 
insurance  because  you  can  buy  that 
with  a  E20  premium,  whs  her  they 
need  it  or  not" 

Lawrence  Churchill,  managing 
director  of  NatWest  Life,  said: 
“Affordability  is  a  key  part  of  the 
regulations  we  have  to  conform  to. 
If  there  is  any  allegation  that 
unsuitable  products  are  being  sold 
then  I  am  naturally  concerned  and 
would  want  to  learn  more  about  it" 

He  denied  the  existence  of  a  six- 
•  and-a-half  weekly  target  saying 
the  salesforce  was  making  five 
sales  per  week  per  adviser  and  had 
had  a  good  year.  However,  he 
admitted  even  this  target  was 
higher  than  most  of  the  mdustry. 
Surveys  from  die  investor  watch¬ 
dog  have  pointed  out  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  distributing  financial 
services  through  salesforces,  evi¬ 
dence  that  salesmen  make  more 
unsuitable  sales.  Policyholders  can¬ 
cel  their  contracts  and  suffer  finan¬ 
cial  loss. 

Recently  the  Personal  Investment 
Authority  (PIA)  showed  that  up  to  a 
third  of  all  life  insurance,  pensions 
and  savings  policies  bought  by  the 
public  three  years  ago  had  lapsed. 
Millions  were  lost  as  most  of  the 
money  paid  into  these  policies 
would  have  been  swallowed  up  in 
charges.  Although  people’s  circum¬ 
stances  change  —  sickness  and  un¬ 
employment  are  two  reasons  why 
many  policies  are  cashed  in  early — 
just  as  often  people  are  sold 
products  they  do  not  need  or  can  ill- 
afford.  The  PIA’s  report  showed 
people  who  take  independent  finan¬ 
cial  advice  hold  on  to  their  policies 
longer,  presumably  because  they 
want  what  they  have  bought 

Even  financial  services  com¬ 
panies  recognise  that  IFAs  are 
better  distributors  of  their  prod¬ 


ucts.  The  past  six  years  have  seen  However,  this  drastic  ra- 
an  exodus  from  the  financial  ser-  Penalisation  often  puts  intolerable 
vices  industry  as  sackings  and  pressure  on  the  remaining  sales 
compulsory  retraining  have  teams.  This  then  creates  huge 
pushed  the  number  of  salesmen  potential  danger  for  unwary  ciis- 
down  from  193.000  to  just  58,100.  tomers. 


fWHATffiASKf 

BEF ©RESIGNING 


WHEN  buying  a  polity  or  a 
pension,  we  have  listed  nine 
questions  the  National  Con¬ 
sumers  Council  recommends 
you  ask  any  financial  adviser 
before  parting  with  your 
money.  The  more  research 
you  do  the  better  armed  you 
will  be. 

■  Are  you  able  to  give  me 
advice  on  a  range  of  suppliers 
or  just  one  company? 

■  What  happens  ifl  dropout 
early  from  the  product?  Will  I 
get  back  all  the  money  I  paid? 

■  My  income  could  fluctuate. 
What  happens  if  I  have  to 
reduce  my  payments  for  a 
month  or  so  or  have  to  stop 
paying  altogether  for  a  short 
while? 

■  There  seems  to  be  a  range 
of  products  that  could  be 
suitable  forme.  How  does  the 
commission  you  would  get 
vary  between  the  alternatives? 

•■What  proportion  are  the 
charges  on  the  products  of  the 
amount  I  am  thinking  of 
saving  or  investing?  Is  this 
high  compared  with  other 
products? 

■  What  is  the  worst-case 
scenario  for  what  could  hap¬ 
pen  to  this  product? 

■  What  are  the  arrange¬ 
ments  if  tiie  product  .foils  m 
any  way  or  if  the  company 
goes  bust? 

■  Do  you  know  if  there  are 
any  other  products  on  the 
market  that  are  as  good  or 
better  as  the  one  you  are 
reccommending? 

■  Is  there  any  independent 
information  I  could  see  on 
how  the  product  compares 
with  those  on  the  market? 


•  \ 


How  secure  are  the  payouts  on 
your  endowment  policy  or  with- 
profits  bond?  A  survey'  pub¬ 
lished  earlier  this  month  reveals  which 
companies  have  the  financial  strength  to 
underpin  future  payouts  —  and  which 
are  more  vulnerable. 

The  survey,  by  Money  Marketing  and 
KPMG.  the  accountant  measures  the 
"free  asset  ratio"  of  a  life  insurance  firm 
taken  from  information  supplied  to  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry.  Free 
assets  are  the  amount  a  company  has 
above  its  possible  liabilities. 

The  figures  are  shrouded  in  actuarial 
jargon,  but  are  able  to  indicate  which  life 
offices  have  greater  freedom  to  make 
adventurous  investments.  Those  that  are 
strapped  for  cash  tend  to  put  their 
money  into  fixed-interest  gilts  and  low- 


How  free  is  your  life  insurance  company? 


risk  investments,  while  those  with  funds 
wdl  in  excess  of  their  liabilities  can  take 
a  longer-term  view  and  opt  for  equities. 

Bottom  of  the  table  (as  of  December  31. 
19%)  is  Britannia  Life,  with  a  free  asset 
ratio  of  just  one  sixth  of  the  industry 
average.  Only  last  week  Britannia 
announced  that  it  was  axeing  400  jobs 
and  withdrawing  from  selling  products 
through  independent  financial  advisers 
because  it  did  not  believe  it  could 
compete  profitably  in  the  long  term. 

Britannia’s  ratio  of  1.9  per  cent  is 
markedly  lower  than  other  offices  in  the 
table.  But  John  Jenkins,  KPMG  princi¬ 


pal  consultant,  who  compiled  the  figures 
for  Money  Marketing,  says  ft  is  right  to 
ask  questions  about  any  company  with  a 
ratio  below  10  percent  “Anything  above 
10  percent  seems  quite  comfortably  but 
if  it  is  below  10  per  oent  you  are  justified 
in  asking  further  questions.” 

Unfortunately  for  policyholders,  near¬ 
ly  one  third  of  the  35  fife  companies  in 
the  survey  have  ratios  below  10  per  cent, 
including  well-known  names  such  as 
Equitable  life,  NPL  Scottish  Mutual 
and  Scottish  XJfcrAr.  ’  .  - 

Craig  Wettba  an  TEA  -  at  Chartwefl 
Investment  Management,  says  financial 


advisers  look  dosdy  at  a  life  office's 
financial  strength  before  recommending 
its  products.  He  said:  "You  have  to  look 
at  tiie  strength  of  a  company  to  see  if  it 
can  meet  future  obligations.  If  it  gels  its 
investment  policy  wrong,  it  needs  to 
have  the  resources  to  maintain  its 
solvency." 

Equitable  Life  robustiy  defends  its  free 
asset  ratio  figure,  the  third  lowest  of  the 
companies  surveyed,  and  one  that  fell 


tion  policy.  It  is  policyholders’  money  — 
why  should  you  keep  bade  money  for 
future  generations?"  He  also  argues  that 
the  way  tiie  figures  are  calculated  flatters 
slow-growing  companies.  “We  have 
been  the  biggest  writer  of  new  business 
over  the  past  few  years  and  have  a  lot  of 
young  business  on  the  books.” 

NPl  says  it,  too,  has  been  paying  profits 
out  rather  than  hoarding  cadi,  while  Scot¬ 
tish  Mutual  (owned  by  Abbey  National) 


last  year  while  tiie  'average  far '-the  ■  -and  Scottish  life  point  to  analysis  by' 
iodasfeyn>5£/ dotofy  slightly,  -  a  >.}.-r^^Standard  &  Poofs,  the  ratings  agency,. 

.  ,”.Nigd'  WS>V- director  of  corporate  ■  "  which  awarded -tijem  a  financial  strength 
affairs,1said:  “We  operate  a  fuQ  distrSbo-  "  rating  of  AA  and  A+  respectively. 


But  Mr  Wetton  insists  that  the  trend  of 
a  company's  financial  strength  is  impor¬ 
tant  "The  lower  the  ratio  falls,  the  more 
vulnerable  is  a  company  to  shortterm 
market  volatility.  A  company  with  a  very 
low  ratio  could  come  unstuck.” 

Standard  life,  which  has  a  free  asset 
ratio  significantly  above  the  industry 
average,  says  that  without  the  cushion  of 
free  assets  it  could  not  pursue  a  flexible 
investment  policy,  lain  Lumsden.  group 
finance  director,  said:  "Our  ratio  enables 
us  to  keep  a  high  proportion  of  our  funds 
in  equities  and  obtain  higher  long-term 
returns.  But  we  have  not  had  to  raise  our 
free  asset  ratio  for  five  years  or  more  and 
have  not  had  to  take— a  bean  from 
:;$0lnyta1das."  ••• 

:  '  Patrick  Collinson 


Standard  Life  joins  the 
telebanking  revolution 


The  savings  war  intens¬ 
ified  this  week  as  Stan¬ 
dard  Life,  one  of  the 
lfK’s  biggest  life  insurance 
companies,  unveiled  plans  for 
its  bank.  Hie  Edinburgh  in¬ 
surer  has  become  the  latest 
financial  institution  to  realise 
the  potential  of  offering  a 
telephone  banking  service. 

■  With  no  expensive  branch 
network  to  support,  the  new 
breed  of  telephone  hanks  can 
a f font  to  offer  much  hetter 
rates  on  their  deposit  accounts 
titan  their  branch-based 
counterparts.  Sainsbury’s, 
Tescu.  Prudential.  Scottish 
Widows  and  Virgin  Direct 
have  nil  unveiled'  telephone 
banking  ventures,  offering 
competitive  rates,  although 
Virgin  customers  must  have  a 
mortgage  of  at  least  £50,000 
with  the  company. 

Standard  Life's  new  tele¬ 
phone-based  service  pays  a 
rate  of  o.7b  per  cent  on 
balances  of  as  little  us  £!.  Tin’s 
is  more  than  Tescu  and  J 
Sainshurv.  which  pay  b.5  per 
vent  on  accounts  of  El. 

Jim  Spun  art.  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  Standard  Life  Bank, 
said  the  account  will  remain 
competitive  because,  as  a  dir¬ 
ect  service,  it  will  not  have  to 
maintain  a  branch  network.  _ 
The  announcement  this 
week  followed  die  Halifax's 
decision  to  raise  the  rates  for 
its  15  million  savers.  Rates  an 
the  Halifax’s  liquid  gold  inst¬ 
ant  access  account  haw  risen 
by  only.  0.15  per  cent.  A 
balance  of  £1  in  this  account 
will  pay  05  per  cent.  The  most 
anyone  cm  earn  from  a  Hali¬ 
fax  insranr  access  account  is 
4,05  per  cent,  on  balances  of 
more  than  £25,000  —  2.1  per 
cent  lower  than  the  lowest  rate 
offered  by  Standard  Life.  Sav¬ 
ings  of  more  than  £25.000  with 
the  Scottish  insurer  will  attract 
a  rate  of  7.3  per  cent  —  2-95  per 
colt  higher  than  the  Halifax. 

The  group  also  plans  to 
launch  fixed-term  savings  ac¬ 
counts  and  will  bring  in 
manages,  followed  by  person¬ 
al  loans  next  summer. 

Even  after  the  rise  in  the 
new  year,  the  Halifax  will  only 
offer  a  similar  rate  for  bal¬ 
ances  of  greater  than  £50.000 
on  its  60-day  notice  account. 


Connecting  you:  now  your  bank  is  only  a  telephone  call  away 


Rates  will  rise  tiie  furthest  on 
the  Halifax's  Bonus  Gold  ac¬ 
count,  which  requires  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  £10,000.  The  increase 
will  be  of  CL3  per  cent  For 
savers  with  £25.000  or  more, 
who  will  be  paid  b,fi  per  cent. 
Those  saving  £50,000  or  more 
are  paid  7  per  cent,  while 
balances  of  £100,000  benefit 
from  a  rate  of  75  per  eenL 
Ratcs  on  other  accounts,  such 
as  the  60-Day  Gold.  Liquid 


Gold  and  Solid  GokL  will  rise 
by  up  to  0L25  per  cent.  Liquid 
Gold  will  offer  a  rate  of  4  per 
oent  for  balances  between  £500 
and  EZ500,  while  Solid  Gold 
will  pay  45  per  cent  to  those 
who  save  more  than  £500  but 
less  than  £5,000.  Rates  for  the 
(Oday  service  start  at  5.6  per 
cent  for  £5,000  and  rise  to  72 
per  cent  for  £100.000  or  mare. 

Young  savers  will  also  bene¬ 
fit  from  a  0-5  per  cent  rise. 


They  will  be  getting  a  prefer¬ 
ential  rate  of  5.25  per  cent  on 
balances  of  £1  or  more,  and 
Tessa  2  customers  will  also 
receive  a  025  per  cent  in¬ 
crease.  The  rates  will  rise  from 
7.46  per  cent  to  7.71  per  cent 
The  new  year  will  also  see 
rate  rises  at  First  Direct  and 
Midland  Bank  on  January  5. 
By  far  die  greatest  increase  at 
First  Direct  will  be  for  Tessa 
savers.  The  rate  goes  up  from 
725  per  cent  to  7.75  per  cent. 
Those  with  money  in  the  High 
Interest  Savings  Account  and 
the  Direct  Interest  Savings 
Account  wfll  benefit  from  a  rise 
of  up  to  025  per  cent  The  high 
interest  account  will  pay  459 
per  con  for  balances  of  less 
than  £1,000.  but  die  rate  goes 
up  to  5.11  per  cent  for  sums 
between  £2500  and  £24.999. 

Midland  Bank  will  pay  6  per 
cent  for  balances  of  up  to 
£10,000  in  the  90-day  notice 
account,  an  increase  of  0.6  per 
cent.  But  for  other  accounts  the 
change  is  less  spectacular.  Bal¬ 
ances  of  between  £10,000  and 
£25,000  benefit  from  a  rise  of 
marginally  less  than  025. 
while  there  is  no  change  at  the 
lower  tier.  Rates  go  down  by  up 
to  0.75  per  cent  for  those 
holding  a  30-day  account 
The  Nationwide  has  also 
announced  an  across-the- 
board  increase  on  savings  ac¬ 
counts  from  mid-January  but 
will  not  reveal  the  rales  until 
nearer  the  time.  A  spokesman 
said:  “We  will  look  at  what 
ever  body  else  is  doing  to  make 
sure  we  stay  competitive." 

Since  the  Bank  of  England 
raised  rates  to  725  per 
cent  at  the  start  of  Nov¬ 
ember.  many  banks  and  build¬ 
ing  societies  have  been  putting 
up  their  rates  on  selected 
accounts.  The  Woolwich  was 
one  of  many  to  increase  rates  at 
the  beginning  of  this  month. 
The  changes  included  a  025 
rise  for  the  Card  Savers  Ac¬ 
count  to  7  per  cent  an  balances 
of  more  than  £50. 

Lloyds.  NatWest,  Barclays, 
Northern  Rock  and  Birming¬ 
ham  Midshires  also  raised 
rates  at  (he  start  of  December. 

Susan  Emmett  and 
Caroline  Merrell 


The  Corporate  Bond  PEP 


Legal  &  General's  low  costs  provides 
better  value  and  reduces  risk 

Legal  &  General  have  led  the  way 
in  providing  low  cost,  high  performance 
PEPS  to  our  customers. 
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Over  the  years,  our  determinaton  to 
provide  outstanding  value  for  money 
has  meant  that  today.  Legal  &  General 
Investment  Management  has  in  excess  of 
£50  billion  under  management. 

Now,  we  are  delighted  to  introduce 
the  latest  improvement  to  our  PEP 
range  -  Legal  Sc  General's  Corporate 
Bond  PEP. 

Once  again,  we've 
delivered  unbeatable  value,  j 
providing  the  lowest  cost 
diversified  Corporate  Bond  PEP  on  the 
market  with  annual  management 
charges  of  only  0.49*,  with  no  initial  or 
withdrawal  fee. 

So,  for  a  regular,  high  tax-free 
income  on  your  savings  find  out  more 
about  Britain’s  best  value  income  PEP 
today.  Just  complete  and  return  the 
coupon  or  call  0500  II  66  22  now. 
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What  happened 
to  the  man 
in  the  suit? 


Gillian  Cook:  lower  pension  plan  charges  are  not  being  passed  on  to  the  customers 


Charges  fears 
for  stakeholder 


pensions  plan 


The  Government's  cher¬ 
ished  plan  to  offer  low- 
cost,  flexible  pensions 
to  the  85  million  work¬ 
ers  on  low  incomes  may  be 
jeopardised  by  the  high  admin¬ 
istration  and  commission 
charges  that  are  still  the  norm 
among  life  companies. 

As  the  Department  of  Soda! 
Security  finalises  the  blueprint 
for  the  new  stakeholder  pen¬ 
sions  to  be  announced  next 
month.  Personal  Pension  Unit 
Linked  Survey  1997/98 ,  a  re¬ 
port  published  this  week  by 
Bacon  &  Woodrow,  the  actuary, 
reveals  Chat  the  charges  at 
many  insurance  companies  are 
not  falling  to  levels  that  would 
make  retirement  saving  cost- 
effective  for  tiie  low-paid. 

In  some  cases  as  much  as  40 
per  cent  is  deducted  from 
contributions,  drastically  re¬ 
ducing  the  final  payout  Con¬ 
stant  censure  from  both 
consumer  groups  and  investor 
watchdogs  has  done  little  to  cut 
charges.  The  Government's 
aim  to  reduce  welfare  payments 
to  the  elderly  in  the  next  century 
depends  on  the  success  of  the 
stakeholder  pension.  Ministers 
have  been  critical  of  the  high- 
charge  culture  in  the  fife  indus¬ 
try,  citing  instances  where  one 
pound  out  of  every  four  contrib¬ 
uted  to  a  pension  plan  is 
gobbled  up  in  administration 
charges  and  commission  to 
salesmen. 

Bacon  &  Woodrow's  report 
coincides  with  a  damning  sur¬ 
vey  showing  that  charges  have 
allowed  life  companies  to  pock¬ 
et  an  estimated  £500  million  in 
tax  relief  from  two  million 
personal  pension  plan  holders 
since  1991.  These  customers, 
who  have  either  transferred 
their  pensions  or  let  them  lapse. 


Fees  that  siphon 
up  to  25%  of 
payments  may 
stifle  Labour 
hopes,  says 
Anne  Ashworth 


have  seen  their  contributions, 
tax  relief  and  investment  re¬ 
turns  wiped  out  by  initial  fund 
charges.  Figures  from  Direct 
Line,  the  insurer,  which  is 
preparing  to  enter  the  ppnsiinnB 
market,  show  that  up  to  two 
million  people,  paying  an  aver¬ 
age  oTESOO  a  year  each  into  a 
pension  plan,  had  lost  the  value 
of  their  tax  relief. 

Bacon  &  Woodrow  points  out 
that  companies  are  not  making 
every  attempt  to  Iowa*  their 
charges.  Gillian  Code,  a  senior 
consultant  at  the  firm  and  co¬ 
author  of  the  report  said:  “Per¬ 
sonal  peoskxi  charges  dropped 
when  the  disclosure  rules  were 
introduced  in  1995.  Hen*  com¬ 
petition  in  the  industry  was  also 
a  factor.  But  for  the  past  two 
years  companies  have  not  beat 
passing  on  their  own  lower  ex¬ 
penses  to  policyholders.” 

Calculations  by  the  firm 
show  the  huge  impact  of 
charges  on  various  types  of 
personal  pension,  with  die  ef¬ 
fects  being  multiplied  if  policy¬ 
holders  cease  to  make 
payments  to  their  plans.  For 
example,  someone  contributing 
£100  a  month  to  a  Britannia  Life 
pension  'over  15  years  would 
lose  13.17  per  cent  of  every 
premium  paid  over  the  period. 

The  effect  of  charges  levied  an 
group  personal  pensions. 


schemes  covering  groups  of 
employees  at  a  single  organis¬ 
ation,  sinw  that  anyone  paying 
£100  a  month  into  a  Winterthur 
Life  plan  for  seven  years  sod 
collecting  their  pension  at  the 
end  of  20  years  will  have  lost 
24.1  per  cent  of  eveiy  premium. 

Miss  Cook  said  that,  for  some 
policyholders,  the  charges 
could  be  higher,  as  the  Bacon  & 
Woodrow  figures  were  based 
on  a  pension  arranged  through 

an  jndappwAmt  financial  advis¬ 
er  receiving  a  fee  rather  than 
commission  for  his  services. 

The  Bacon  &  Woodrow  sur¬ 
vey  grades  personal  pensions 
first  cn  their  investment  perfor¬ 
mance and  then  on  their  charg¬ 
ing  structure.  The  27  pension 
providers  that  met  the  rigorous 
perfemnanoe  criteria  were  then 
required  to  provide  information 
on  their  charges. 

For  the  second  year  run¬ 
ning  Bacon  &  Wood- 
row  finds  that  life 
insurance  companies 
investing  personal  pension 
money  compare  badly  with  the 
institutions  investing  compM 
pension  cadi.  Nine  of  the  life 
insurance  funds  in  Bacon  & 
Woodrows  top  performance 
quartile  have  had  their  man- 
agernmt  subcontracted  to  insti¬ 
tutional  managerS- 
Paradcodcally,  top  perfor¬ 
mance  may  not  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  tow  charges.  In  some 
cases,  funds  with  top  quartile 
investment  performance,  such 
as  the  Prudential  MPP  Discre¬ 
tionary  Fbnd,  are  offered  by 
companies  with  steep  charges. 

Personal  Pension  Unit-Linked 
Survey  1997/98.  £550,  available 
from  Bacon  &  Woodrow  Q3171- 
3S77171). 
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Brown  stirs  up  talk 
of  an  increase  in 
national  insurance 


Gordon  Brawn,  the 
Chancellor,  has  re¬ 
fused  to  rule  out 
changes  to  national  insurance 
contributions,  prompting 
speculation  that  he  is  prepar¬ 
ing  to  raise  contribution  levels 
in  the  Budget  next  March. 

Such  a  move  would  enable 
Mr  Brown  to  lake  some  hear 
out  of  the  economy  without 
raising  income  tax.  It  would 
also  allow  him  to  allocate  extra 
money  for  the  health  service 
and  welfare  benefits  if  the 
Prime  Minister  were  faring 
pressure  from  the  Pariiamen- 
tary  Labour  Party  to  increase 
public  spending. 

Maurice  Fitzpatrick,  a  se¬ 
nior  tax  partner  with  Chantrey 
Vdlacntt.  the  accountants,  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  increases  could 
mean  anyone  earning  £24,  ISO 
might  end  up  paying  £210 
extra  each  year,  while  higher 
earners  could  find  themselves 
paying  thousands  of  pounds 
in  extra  contributions. 

Mr  Brown  has  pledged  in 
the  election  manifesto  not  to 
change  basic  or  higher-rate 
income  tax.  and  reiterated  that 
pledge  this  week  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  MPs  from  theTrcasury 
Select  Committee.  The  Labour 


backbencher  Charles  Clarke 
asked  Mr  Brown  to  rule  out 
the  possibility  of  imposing 
VAT  on  essentials  such  as 
food,  children's  dothing  and 
public  transport,  which  he  did. 
However,  when  pressed  to 
rule  out  any  changes  to  em¬ 
ployer  or  employee  national 
insurance  contributions.  Mr 
Brawn  said  that  changes  were 
not  ruled  out. 

■  What  you  pay.  National 
insurance  contributions  have 
to  be  paid  by  any  employee 
earning  more  than  £62  a  week 
or  £3224  a  year.  You  pay  at  2 
per  cent  on  the  first  £62  of 
earnings  and  a  further  10  per 
cent  on  earnings  above  this 
figure,  up  to  the  upper  earn¬ 
ings  limit  of  £24,180  a  year. 
Employees  who  earn  less  than 
£62  a  week  pay  no  national 
insurance  contributions. 


■  Potential  changes.  The 
Chancellor  may  deride  to  raise 
the  bask  10  per  cent  rate,  and 
every  1  percent  increase  above 
the  current  figure  would  yield 
the  Treasury  approximately 
£24  billion  a  year.  This  com¬ 
pares  with  putting  Ip  on  the 
basic  rate  of  income  tax,  which 
would  raise  around  £1.8  bil¬ 
lion  a  year. 

Mr  Fitzpatrick  calculates 
that  an  employee  earning 
£10,000  a  year  would  pay  an 
additional  £68.  an  employee 
on  £20.000  would  pay  an 
additional  £168,  and  anyone 
earning  £24,180  or  more 
would  pay  an  additional  £210 
a  year. 

■  Earnings  limits.  An  alter¬ 
native  change  would  be  to 
make  contributions  payable 
on  earnings  above  £24.180.  For 
example,  someone  on  a  salary 


of  £30,000  a  year  would  pay 
an  additional  £582 if  the  10  per 
cent  rate  was  payable  on 
income  above  the  current 
earnings  limit. 

For  an  employee  earning 
£40,000  a  year,  the  extra  cost 
would  be  £1,582.  Abolishing 
the  upper  earnings  limit 
would  raise  about  E3 5  billion 
per  year. 

■  Alternatives.  Mr  Fitzpat¬ 
rick  said  another  option  for  the 
Chancellor  is  to  exclude  earn¬ 
ings  in  a  band  between  £24,180 
and  £45,000,  and  then  impose 
a  10  per  cent  rale  on  all 
earnings  above  E4SJX0.  The 
higher  the  Chancellor  pitched 
die  level  at  which  contribu¬ 
tions  kicked  in  again,  the  less 
revenue  he  would  gain. 

Mr  Fitzpatrick  said:  "This 
would  be  a  neat  way  of 
answering  any  calls  from  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party 
to  tax  the  rich  a  little  more, 
without  actually  raising  in¬ 
come  tax. 

“Raising  national  insurance 
contributions  enables  Mr 
Brown  to  collect  extra  revenue 
without  breaking  the  promises 
he  made  before  the  election.” 

Marianne  Curphey 


Books  reviewed  by  those  who  do 

Starting  your  uwn  business  or  be¬ 
coming  self-employed  can  be  a  very 
daunting  proposition.  There  are  a 
certain  number  of  small  agencies  that 
help  those  who  are  interested  in  going  it 
alone. 

There  are  also  an  increasing  number 
of  books  that  give  people  guidance  on 
how  to  become  a  business  professional 
Emma  Bagnail  (right),  a  32-year-old 
freelance  graphic  designer  from 
London,  and  Ken  Wilson,  who  runs  a 
recruitment  business,  reviewed  six 
hooks  aimed  at  helping  the  self- 
employed  to  start  their  own  businesses. 

The’  books  were  determined  by 

leading  bookstores,  which  selected  the 
titles  that  had  the  biggest  sales. 

The  two  gave  a  ringing  endorsement 
of  approval  to  (he  Uoyds  Bank  Small 
Business  Guide .  Both  gave  it  a  much 
higher  rating  than  the  others. 

The  Financial  Times  —  Mastering 
Enterprise,  although  more  than  twice 
as  expensive,  was  not  so  favourably 
reviewed  by  our  critics.  They  found  it 
hard  (a  understand,  and  not  particular¬ 
ly  suitable  for  someone  just  starting  up 
in  business. 

They  also  gave  a  low  rating  to  77te 
Essence  af  Small  Business,  published 
by  Prentice  Hall.  Again  they  criticised 
the  book  for  being  too  complicated  to 
understand. 
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There’s  no  sute- 


4g-  fire  formula  for  a . 
Christmas  No  1, 
but  every  wise* 
mail  in  the  record 
business  dreams 
all  year  of  the 
miracle- hit/ , 
Trevor  Daim 
^  teUs  what  it  takes 

eck  the  halls  with 


Us 

great  folly. . .  For 
eleven  months  of 
every  year  die  music  business 
strives to  be  cool  and  stylish, 
but  in  December  it  goes  com¬ 
pletely  Tmky  Wmky. 

Christmas  records.  Bah! 
Humbug!  Only  Alan  Partridge 
really  wants  to  play  them  on 
the  radio,  but  tune  around  the: 
dial  today  and  you  cant  escape  , 
them,  even  on  Radio  1  which 
has  resurrected  its  Sle^ilist 
(sic)  for  thefirettinie'sinrel994 
mSo  here  it  is.  Merry  Christ- 
mas:"  "So  this  is  Chiistmas 
and  what  have  you  done."  I 
wish.  it  ooutd  he  Christina 
everyday.” 

^  It’s  the  annual  miracle  of 
Christmas.  The  wise,  me n;of 
EMI,  Sony.  Wamers  and  the 
rest  follow  a  bright  pound  sign 
in  the  sky  wbkhleads  them  to  a 
large  pot  of  gold.  Sales  for  a 
Chnstmas  No  1  one  can  be  as 
much  as  three  times  those  of  a 
chart-topper  dining  the  rest  of 
the  year.  And  with  singles  sales 
bouncing  bade  from  their  early- 
1990s  trough,  there  are  millions 
of  pounds  to  be  made  from  a 
successful  marketing  canjh 
paign  in  December.  .  ? 
So  What  makes  a  Christmas 
A  No  1?  Hardly  a  soul  in  the 
^  record  industry  doesnl  think 
he  knows.  But  on  the  evidence 
of  the  past  40  years  its  difficult 
to  find  a  sure-fire  formula.  It’s 
not  true:  for  instance,  that 
seasonal  chart-toppers  -always, 
have  a  festive  message-  Jackie 
Wilson's  re-release  of  Reet 
Petite  (1986),  Pink  Floyd* 
Another  Brick  in  the  Wall 
(1979),  the  Beatles'  /  Feel  Fine 
(1965)  and  Qwiway  Twftty*  irs 
Only  Make  Believe  (1958) 
would  probably  have  been  hits 
at  any  time  of  the  year.  Btafr 

most  of  the  Christmas  No  Is  do 

faD  into  one  of  three  categories. 

Sloppy  Songs:  these  are  .foe 
records  with  romantic  lyncs 
which  strike  a  sentimental 

chord  during  the  sea son  or 
w  goodwiH  Last  year  it  was  2 

*  Become  I  ty  the  Spice  Girls.  In 
Continued  on  page  3,  col  l 
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Talking  turkey  with  Mr 


MARTIN  SPAVBr 


At  20,  Bernard 
Matthews  paid 
£1  for  20  eggs - 
now  he’s  worth 
£70  million,  says 
Rohan  Daft 


Of  the  three  million 
Bernard  Matthews 
turkeys  that  will 
find  their  way  to  the 
nation's  dining  tables  this 
Christmas,  one  stands  out.  “It 
is  my  personal  turkey."  Mr 

Matthews  says.  “Somebody 

will  have  chosen  it  on  my 
behalf  in  the  past  few  weeks.  It 
wont  have  been  given  any 
special  feed,  but  it  will  be  a 
certain  size  of  bird:  about  ISlb 
or  191b." 

Tltis  makes  it  a  good  71b 
heavier  than  the  average  Ber¬ 
nard  Matthews  turkey.  In 
every  way.  a  heavyweight  bird 
for  a  heavyweight  man. 

Mr  Matthews  has  been 
Britain's  Mr  Turkey  for  the 
past  20  years  or  more  and. 
with  his  ruddy,  ox-like  charm, 
he  is  surprisingly  regarded  on 
some  parts  of  the  Continent  as 
a  sex  symbol  —  even  at  e»7. 

He  started  dealing  in  tur¬ 
key's  pan-lime  when  he  was  20 
to  augment  his  income  as  an 
auctioneer's  clerk,  “i  saw  20 
turkey  eggs  for  sale,  which  I 
purchased'  for  a  shilling  |5pl 
each.  By  coincidence,  there 
was  also  a  small  paraffin 
incubator  for  sale,  which  I 
bought  for  £1 10s."  he  says.  "1 
cycled  home  with  the  eggs  and 
the  incubator  on  the  back  of 
my  bike  and  set  up  a  small 
hatchery  in  the  garden  shed. 

“Twelve  eggs  hatched  and 
after  four  weeks  l  had  to  sell 
the  rurkeys  to  a  local  farmer 
because  (  couldn’t  afford  to 
feed  them  any  longer.  I  sold 
them  for  15s  each  —  and  that 
was  the  foundation  of  my 
business." 

Local,  as  if  you  didn't  know 
from  those  "bootifol”  tele¬ 
vision  advertisements  of  the 
front  of  his  Great  Witching- 
ham  Hall  headquarters,  is 
Norfolk.  Now.  47  years  on  and 
with  his  East  Anglian  burr 
still  splendidly  intact,  he  pro¬ 
duces  20  million  turkeys  a 
yean  grown  in  sheds  of  15.000 
each.  If  the  sheds  were  placed 
end  to  end.  they  would  stretch 
for  about  40  miles. 
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After  his  early  success.  Bernard  Matthews  bought  Great  Witchingham  Hall,  in  Norfolk,  for  £3,000.  Turkeys  used  to  be  hatched  in  the  dining  room,  reared  in  the  bedrooms  and  slaughtered  in  the  kitchens 


The  Matthews  empire 
is  built  around  pro¬ 
cessing.  Nine-tenths 
of  its  earnings  come 
from  Golden  Drummers. 
Kievs,  Dinosaurs  and  the  like; 
only  a  small  proportion  of  his 
business  produces  oven-ready 
turkeys  for  Christmas. 

Mr  Matthews  was  the  son  of 
an  often  out-of-work  motor 
engineer.  The  youngest  by 
some  years  of  four  children,  he 
won  a  scholarship  to  Norwich 
Grammar  School  and  left  at  16 
to  join  a  firm  of  auctioneers. 

After  his  initial  success  in 
the  turkey  business,  he 
splashed  out  £3.000  on  Great 
Witchingham  Halt,  once  the 
home  of  an  18th-century  man 
of  letters.  John  Norris,  but  by 
then  mostly  dilapidated,  and 
filled  its  35  rooms  with  tur¬ 
keys.  They  were  hatched  in  the 
dining  room,  reared  in  the 
Jacobean  bedrooms  and 
slaughtered  in  the  kitchens. 

“The  Grinling  Gibbons 
carvings  had  to  go  to  keep  the 
turkeys."  says  a  friend.  The 
house  was  refurbished  when 
things  got  bener." 


In  1958.  he  bought  his  first 
disused  airfield.  The  concrete 
runway  was  ideally  suited  for 
turkey  houses  —  aerodromes 
were  secure  and  isolated  — 
and  he  acquired  a  fonher  five. 
Instead  of  producing  a  big 
plump  bird,  he  bred  a  smaller 
turkey  that  could  fit  in  the 
oven  —  and  took  the  oven- 
ready  market  by  storm. 

Then  he  set  about  making 
the  turkey  an  all-year  round 
non-luxury  product.  He 
chopped  it  up  and  repackaged 
the  bits,  and  invented  the 
individual  portion,  patenting 
all  his  products.  After  this 
came  the  turkey  roast  involv¬ 
ing  meat  mechanically  strip¬ 
ped  from  the  bone. 

Turkey  became  the  cheapest 
form  of  meat  that  factory 
farming  could  produce  —even 
cheaper  than  pet  food.  Many  a 
frozen  bird  exchanged  hands 
for  29p  per  pound  during  a 
price  war  in  late  1994.  The 
range,  the  variety  and  the 
prices  of  turkeys  were  found  to 
be  so  confusing  that  one  con¬ 
sumer  rang  the  British  Turkey 
Information  Service  for  advice 
on  "how  to  thaw  a  fresh  tur¬ 
key".  This  was  hardly  surpris¬ 
ing  given  the  marketing  drivel 
with  "fresh",  “farm  fresh", 
"traditional  farm  fresh", 
"fresh  frozen",  "frozen 
oven- ready",  "frozen  with 
water"  and  "ready  basted”  tur¬ 
keys  in  the  supermarkets. 


Mr  Matthews  takes  pride  in 
providing  cheap  food  for  the 
masses.  “When  1  started."  he 
says,  “it  took  the  equivalent  of 
two  weeks'  pay  of  one  of  my 
workers  for  me  io  give  them 
enough  money  to  buy  a  turkey 

for  Christmas.  It  _ 

now  takes  about 
one  hour.  That  is  ‘InF 

how  the  world  has 
changed."  S3 

Much  of  the  in- 
creased  sales  came  ffji 

after  Mr  Matthews 
called  in  Ogilvy  &  Bet 

Mather,  the  adver¬ 
tising  agency.  Mat 

which  came  up 
with  a  campaign  IS  c 

starring  him  as' a 
tweed-suited  farm-  SVT1 

er.  Sales  of  some 
products  increased  I  fiCI 

twenty-fold,  but  . 

Mr  Matthews  is  2SK,  I 

still  shy  of  the  n 

booriful  ads.  “I  hate  ijCfT- 

watch  i  ne  niysel  f  on 
television;  hearing  ” 
myself  speak.  I  find  it  very 
embarrassing,"  he  says. 

Despite  the  high  profile,  his 
cheery  personality  has  yet  to 
penetrate  every  dining  room. 
When  he  went  to  Buckingham 
Palace  to  collect  his-  CBE  from 
the  Queen,  she  asked  him 
which  parr  of  the  poultry 
business  he  was  in.  “I  said, 
turkeys.  She  said.  ‘Where  do 
you  come  from?'  and  I  replied. 


‘In  France, 
says  a 
friend, 
Bernard 
Matthews 
is  a  sex 
symbol. 
There  they 
ask,  Ou  est 
Bernard?9 


‘Norfolk*. Then  she  said,  ‘Ah.  a 
'  lot  of  turkeys  come  from 
Norfolk'"  He  says  it  was  a 
"bootiful  occasion". 

Turkeys  have  been  good  to 
Mr  Matthews,  despite  two 
prosecutions-  for-  river  pallu- 
_  ■•‘tion  from  his  tur¬ 
key  sheds,  and  the 
ance  threats  from  the 

7  animal  libera  tiorv- 

S  a  ists  which  mean  he 

has  to  keep  a  reti- 
lld,  "ue  of  security 

guards  at  his 
Lard  home.  He  drives  a 

Rolls-Royce  and 
T0WS  has  sold  his  enot- 

mous  yachi.  Bellis- 
SCX  tirno,  but  still  owns 

,  -  a  villa  in  the  South 

DO!.  of  France. 

,  He  hobnobs  with 

I  they  members  of  the 

.  ,  Royal  Family  as  a 

fli  eSt  result  of  his  in- 

volvement  in  chari- 
irCt:  ties,  particularly 

the  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh’s  Award 
scheme.  When  Prince  Edward 
and  Sophie  Rhys-Jones  were 
photographed  looking 
grumpy  on  the  Cote  d’Azur 
last  summer,  they  were  said  to 
be  staying  at  Mr  Matthews's 
holiday  home. 

He  likes  France.  “There." 
says  a  friend.  "Bernard  Mat¬ 
thews  is  a  sex  sjmbol.  ‘Ou  est 
Bernard?'  they  ask." 

He  has  been  separated  for 


some  years  from  his  wife, 
Joyce,  who  helped  him  start 
the  business,  but  is  not  div¬ 
orced.  They  have  three  adop¬ 
ted  children  who.  after  the 
split,  stayed  with  Joyce,  and 
Mr- -Matthews-  has  one-  other 
son.HFrederide;  by  a  seemingly 
nameless  Dutch  woman.  . 

He  is  a  private  man.  but  not 
jjtitfcbut  friends.  .One  describes 
him  as  a  “a  nice  and  amiable 
man.  a  generous  host  and  a 
very  good  cook".  He  is  a  true 
gourmet.  Caviare  and  foie 
gras  are  often  on  the  table, 
even  though  he  still  tastes 
products  at  his  factories  most 
days  of  the  week.  He  cooks  the 
best  lobster  —  stuns  it  first  and 
then  grills  it. 

Mr  Matthews  can  afford 
such  tastes.  He  was  ranked 
266th  in  The  Sunday  Times 
Rich  list  1997,  with  a  personal 
fortune  of  £70  million.  • 

The  turkeys  that  have  done 
ail  of  this  for  him  come  from 
one  breed,  he  says.  “A  white 
bird,  because  it’s  easier  to 
pluck.  If  you  have  a  bird  with 
black  feathers,  sometimes  a 
few  feathers  get  left  on  the 
skin.  It's  not  so  pretty  as  seeing 
a  bird  that  looks  dean." 

But  this  most  famous  breed 
of  turkey  is  sadly  bereft  of  any 
sort  of  fancy  name.  “It's  just 
got  a  number  it’s  called  a  Big 
6."  he  explains.  “ ft's  a  British 
bird,  bred  by  a  British  turkey- 
breeding  company." 


■  Which  turkey  is  best?  “I  prefer  a  white- 
feathered  British  bird;  it's  better  for  plucking." 

■  Which  is  the  best  part  leg  or  breast?  "Leg,  it's 
a  bit  more  tasty." 

■  Trimmings?  “1  have  the  lot — sausages, 
chestnut  stuffing  in  the  front  and  sausage  meat 
stuffing  with  onion  and  thyme  in  the  bade" 


■  Stuffing?  "Don't  over-stuff  at  the  back;  the  bird 
will  take  longer  to  cook." 

■  Cooking?  ‘Roast  with  the  breast  down,  so  that 
the  jukes  run  into  the  breast  Turn  for  the  Iasi  15 
minutes  to  brawn  the  breast" 

■  And  what’s  the  best  thing  to  do  with  any 
leftovers?  “Make  a  tutkey  curry." 


CRAIG  KNOWLES 


The  Northampton  Bourbon  Red  (left),  originally  bred  in  America,  and  one  of  the  las? 
ten  purebred,  colourful  Crollwitzes,  known  as  the  “Slate  and  Lavender"  turkey 


Too  overweight  even  to  mate  properly 


Sally  Smith  on  the  welcome 
return  of  a  really  tasty  turkey 


Like  a  bosomy  dowager 
on  stilettos,  the  modern 
turkey  finds  it  difficult  to 
keep  its  balance.  The  problem 
is  all  that  white  breast  meat. 
The  weight  piles  on  in  front 
but,  with  nothing  much  to 
counterbalance  it  at  the  rear 
end  —  the  parson's  noses  not 
being  in  such  demand  — 
walking  is  a  trial.  So  much  so. 
indeed,  ihar  iJw  massive  bird 
which  graces  so  many  tables 
at  this  time  of  year  has 
probably  spent  most  of  its  life 
sitting  down. 

Nor  does  the  graceless  crea¬ 
ture  even  have  the  consolation 
of  natural  mating  —  now- 
impossible  because  of  the 
changes  to  its  rear  end 
brought  about  by  the  broaden¬ 
ing  of  its  body  shape. 

“Its  ‘venf  is  in  a  different 
place."  explains  Patricia  Gra¬ 
ham,  a  breeder  of  Norfolk 
Black  turkeys.  "The  breast  is 
back  between  its  legs,  and  so  it 
can  only  stomp  about,  not 
walk  properl)-." 

This  “big.  round  lump",  as 
she  describes  it,  is  a  world 
away  from  the  birds  which  her 
family  has  been  raising  since 
the  last  century’.  Her  Norfolk 
Black  turkeys  differ  little  from 
the  lean,  athletic,  gamey  black 
birds  brought  back  from 
South  America  via  Spain  to 


East  Anglia  in  1492  by  Nino 
Pedro.  They  were  imported  to 
the  region  because  its  inhabit¬ 
ants  had  grown  rich  on  the 
wool  trade.  “Records  show 
that  by  1555  turkeys  were 
being  sold  in  Suffolk  mar¬ 
kets."  Mrs  Graham  says.  “The 
bronze  turkey  came  in  a  little 
later,  brought  from  Hudson 
Bay  by  Sebastian  Cabot." 

By  1SS0  Mrs  Graham’s 
grandfather.  George  Peele. 
and  her  great-uncTc  Ernest 
were  rearing  Norfolk  Blacks 
on  their  farm  near  Wymond- 
ham  in  Norfolk.  She  has 
pictures  of  the  great  steam- 
driven  dray  which  carried  the 
rough-plucked  birds  in  bas¬ 
kets  up  id  London  for  the 
Christmas  market,  a  round 
journey  of  14  days. 

Before  that  they  walked  —  it 
was  a  gentle  three-month 
stroll  to  Smithficld  —  gleaning 
com  from  Ihe  stubble  fields, 
grass  from  the  roadsides  and 
berries  from  the  hedgerows: 
and  once  they  reached  the 
lable  the  birds  were,  of  course, 
tasty  and  game)’  from  the 
exercise. 

It  was  the  next  generation. 
Mrs  Graham's  father  Frank, 
who  saved  the  breed.  A 
founder  member  of  the  Nor¬ 
folk  Black  Turkey  Club,  he 
suffered  a  devasiatins  loss  in 


Patricia  Graham  with  a  Norfolk  Black  —  a  breed  that  was  saved  by  her  father 


December  I95S  when  his  flock 
got  fowl  pest  and  had  to  be 
slaughtered  The  following 
spring  he  went  from  farm  to 
smallholding,  rounding  up  as 
many  Norfolk  Blacks’  as  he 
could  find.  "It  was  a  mish¬ 
mash  of  birds."  says  .Mrs 
Graham,  “but  of  course  they 
were  ideal  for  breeding 
because  there  were  so  many 
bloodlines." 

It  is  from  this  base  that  the . 
present  flock  has  grown  — 


handsome,  glossy,  black- 
feathered  birds  selected  to  give 
a  L'ttie  more  breast  meat, 
although  they  are  still  high- 
breasted  like  a  pheasant. 

As  sales  started  to  decline 
for  this  old-fashioned  variety 
so  Frank  Graham’s  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  determination  to 
keep  it  going  increased,  intens¬ 
ifying  when  it  was  designated 
“a  rare  breed"  in  1976. 

“It  wasn't  just  that  the 
turkey  was  small  and  had  Jess 


breast  meat  than  the  large 
white  birds  that  ihe  supermar¬ 
kets  wanted.”  Mrs  Graham 
says.  The  black  feathers  left 
little  black  stubs  in  the  skin 
which  people  found  off- 
putting." 

When  her  father  died  in 
19S0.  she  and  her  mother, 
Gertrude,  kept  a  nucleus  of  40 
breeding  birds  and  continued 
to  produce  the  Christmas  tur¬ 
key  for  discerning  customers 
from  the  family  farm  at 


Thuxton  in  Norfolk.  Her  son. 
James,  inherited  the  Peele 
genes  and  took  on  his  grand¬ 
father’s  business.  In  1989.  in  a 
change  in  fashion,  people 
wanted  a  bird  which  wouldn't 
lead  to  groans  of  surfeit  when 
it  appeared  in  yet  another 
manifestation  an  the  twelfth 
day  of  Christmas. 

The  business  remains 
small.  The  birds  hatch 
in  May  and  June  and 
mature  slowly.  In  autumn 
they  forage  for  acorns  and 
blackberries  which  add  vari¬ 
ety  ta  their  diet  of  com  and 
beans  which  are  grown  on  the 
form,  and  a  little  pea  shingle 
or  "roughage"  to  aid  digestion. 
The  birds  are  then  plucked 
and  hung  to  develop  the  taste 
further. 

This  kind  of  rearing  means 
that  these  birds  are  more 
expensive  than  the  faster- 
growing  supermarket  variety, 
but  it  pays  off;  by  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  December  this  year 
almost  every’  Peele  bird  was 
spoken  for. 

Not  everyone  wants  them 
for  the  table.  One  female 
customer  came  to  buy  a  Nor¬ 
folk  Black  to  use  as  a  security 
guard.  Her  previous  “guard", 
which  used  to  travel  with  her 
in  her  car,  had  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  12  and  was.  she 
insisted,  every  bit  as  effective 
at  warning  off  intruders  as  a 
goose.  And.  no  doubt,  just  as 
delirious.  . 


Solution  and  Notes  (o  listener  Crossword  No  3438 

A  Jigsaw  puzzle  by  Radix 

Every  jigsaw  due  led  to  a  SAW  which  had  to  dancea  JIG  before  entry. 
These  saws  were  ail  ol  a  Jund  lie.  they  are  cutting  m  a  literal  sense) 
except  for  EPIGRAM  (which  can-be  cutting,  but  only  metaphorically). 
A.  BAND:  BAN-D:  B.  CHAIN:  CHAl-N;  C.  CIRCUUR:  UL  in 
CTRCAR;  D.  COMPASS:  COMPfLFTEj-ASSfAIL):  E.  CROSSCUT: 
CROSSCUT;  F.  EPIGRAM:  E- PIG- RAM;  G.  FLOORING;  FLOO- 
iZTESj-RING;  H.  FRAME-  RAM  in  FE;  I.  GANG:  hidden;  K.  HACK: 
two  meanings:  L  HAND:  HAN-D;  M.  KEYHOLE  KEY-HOLE;  N. 
LOG:  two  meanings;  O.  PAD:  P-AD;  P.  PANEL:  PAN-EL;  Q. 
PRUNING:  RUN4N  in-PG;  R.  RIBBON:  BON-RIB;  S.  RIP;  two 
meanings.-  -T.  SCROLL:  SC-ROLL;  U.  SKIP-TOOTH:  K1F-T  in 
SOOTH:  V.  STONE:  TON  in  SE:  W.  SWEEP:  S-WEE-P:  X.  TREPAN: 
REP  in  TAN;  Y.  TREPHINE  anagram;  Z.  TURNING:  anagram. 
FURTHER  ANSWERS:  I.  ENTRAP:  PARTNER]  reversed. 
PISTOL:  LOT-SIP  reversed;  2.  HOT:  HoT(HERE).  OPEN-ARMED: 
anagram:  3.  FANG:  hidden.  SKULLCAP.SKULL-CAP:  4.  PIPAGE' 
GAP  reversed  in  PIE.  ROSSER.-  anagram  of  fH)ORSEfl)S  plus  R-  Sr 
COCKY:  two  meanings.  SOOTHER:  SO-OTHER;  0. 
GLOBIN:G(ADUSHJOB4N.  THELMA:  anagram:  7.  ALCAICS: 
anagram.  BRING;  BR-I-NG;  8.  CHURCH:  CH-URCH(IN)&IiL-' 
PREAMP:  P-R-E-AMP&Lfc  9.  INBORN-:  hidden.  KURGAN:  UR  in 
KfREMENCHUJG  plus  AN;  10.  NORMRON  reversed.  TRINIDAD: 

composite  anagram  (1=  island);  II.  SONGFUL-  anagram.  WENCH: 
WEN-CH:  12,  PESANTC-  (A)PES-ANTE.  PRING:  F-RfNG 

Winner  A.  Jones,  Word,  Essex,  Runners-up:  D.  Frances  Milne.  Shep- 
ron  Mallet.  Somerset;  Bernard  Grabowksi.  Aylesbury,  Buckingham¬ 
shire;  Roger  Naylor.  Bradford,  West  Yorkshire;  A  &  F.A.  Todkill, 
Swindon,  Wiltshire;  H.S.M  Massey,  Brimpsfidd.  Gloucestershire- 
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‘Baby"  Emma  0efi&  and “Sporty”  Md  CL  Right  Mr  Blobby,  the  pod  of  Christmas  1993 
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The  old  ones:  Cliff  Richard  0efQ,  and  white  Christmassy  Bing  Crosby,  pins  and  mums  beard 


Everybody  remembers  die  band  Slade,  but.  almost  hard  to  believe,  their  last  Christmas  hit  was  way  bade  in  1973  with  Merry  Xmas  Everybody 


Continued  from  page 1 
1994  it  was  Stay  Another  Day 
by  East  17.  The  mistletoe  did 
good  business  in  1992.  while 
Whitney  Houston  bawled  her 
way  through  Dolly  Patton'S 
I  Will  Always  Love  You.  In! 
1987.  office  parties  swayed  to 
the  Pet  Shop  Boys' electro  ver¬ 
sion  of  Always  On  My  Mind. 

Novelty  Songs:  God  save  us, 
merry  gentlemen.  Here  are 
the  ^ongs  we  never  want  to 
hear  again  —  most  of  us  never 
wanted  to  hear  them  in  the 
first  place,  but  somehow  they 
caught  the  imagination  of 
record  buyers.  Is  any  torture 
worse  than  three  minutes- of 
Long-Haired  Lover  from 
Liverpool  by  Little  Jimmy 
Osmond' 0972).  hr  Two  Little 
Boys  fay  Roll  Harris  0969)? 
Given  the  dance  between  Mr 
Blobby  (1993)  arid  a 'molar 
extraction,  who  wouldn’t 
choose  the  denial  option? 

As  for  There’s  No  One 
Quite  Like  Grandma  fay  St 

Winifred's '  School  Choir 
0980),  all  the  appropriate  de¬ 
scriptions  start  with  the words 
“complete  load  of  old. .  .*  . 

New  caruls:  fewer  arid  fewer 
of  there  are  made  eariryear. 
now  that  the  record  companies 
have  realised  that  phoney 
Ch  ristmas  spirit  isn’t  as  potent 
as  it  used  to  be.  The  Seventies 
was  the  great  decade  far- 
sprinkling  tinsel  at  the  hi-fi, 
giving  us  Slade's  Merry  Xmas- 
Everybody  (1973)  and  Mud'S. 
Lonely  This  Christmas  (1974). 
as  wefl  as  WizzardS  /  Wish  It 
Could  Be  Christmas  Every 


I>ay  (No  A  in  1973)  arid  Greg 
lakes  I  Believe  in  Father 
Christmas  (No  2  '  in  1975). 
winch  have  become  annual 
turntable  hits  ever  since. 

The  ubiquitous  Cliff  Rich¬ 
ard  has.  been  responsible  for 
two  No  Is  in  this,  genre. 
Mistletoe  and  Wine  in  1989 
and  Saviours  Day  two  years, 
later,  both  fine  examples  of  the 
kind  of  quasi-religious 
schmaltz  -  that  would  be 
laughed  ovtofTopofthePops 
and  into  Songs  of  Praise  at 
any  other.time  of  the  year. 

Also  m  tiiis  category  are  the 
two  songs  which  have  twice 
reached  No  L  at  Christmas  — 
Marys  Bay  Childs  courtesy  of 
Hairy  Bdafonte  (1957)  and 
Boney  M  (1978),  and  Do  They 
Knowles  Christmas ?  by  Band 
Aid  (1984)  and  Band  Aid  IT 
(1989)  .  . 

The  importance  of  the 
Christmas  No  I  is  hyped 
up  every  year  by  the 
national  newspapers  and  the 
betting  drains.  They  porlray  it 
as  a  battle  between  competing 
bands  o'  ringers,  but  in  truth 
iris  a  fight  between  the  market¬ 
ing  departments  of  the  leading 

record  companies.  As  in  die 
trumped-up  1996 -chart  duel 
between  Oasis  and  Bhir  — 
“won"  by  Blur  because  their 
record  was  price  discounted — 
die  victor  will  be  the  company 
with  the  best  promotion  and 
marketing  campaign. 

The  first  thing  die  promot- 
er$ixed  is  television  and  radio 
exposure.  Check  your  Christ¬ 
inas  fistings  to  see  how  many 
Spice  Gills  programmes  have 
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Rolf  Hams  with  Bonnie  Langford,  and  Johnny  Mathis 
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been  scheduled,  and  then  ask 
yourself  whether  they  have 
anything  to  plug.  Oh  look,  a 
movie  (opening  Boxing  Day), 
an  album  {Spies  World ,  cur¬ 
rently  No  2)  and  a  contender 
fw  No  1  single  (Too  Much). 
Holding  back  -the  single 
retease  date  to  avoid  the 
Tdetubbies  will  probably  pay 
off  for  Virgin  Records. 

Thefeft  “fab  four"  them¬ 
selves  may  have  peaked  and 
they  can’t  use  the  old  “Our  real 
fans  are  buying  the  album” 
excuse;  because  there  isn’t  one. 
Yet  But  the  combination  of  a 
massive  television  profile  and 
the  potential  for  tantrums 
from  disappointed  three-year- 
olds  on  December  25  may  be 
enough  to  keep  Tbkaubbies* 
Say  EhrOh  at  the  top  for 
another  teeth-grinding  week. 
The  BBC  is  having  a.  good 


Christmas.  Even  if  iTs  pipped 
for  the  big  one,  it  will  have  had 
two  December  No  Is  —  the 
Teletubbies.  which  bears  the 
BBC  imprimatur  but  is  mar¬ 
keted  by  the  multinational 
BMG  Records  group,  and  the 
Band  Aid-style  version  of  Per¬ 
fect  Day,  which  started  life  as 
an  advert  for  the  corporation's 
television  music  poky  and 
ended  up  as  a  charity  single 
benefiting  Children  in  Need. 

Christmas  is  a  big  time  for 
fund-raising  records,  so  don't 
be  surprised  if  Perfect  Day  or 
even  Elton  John's  Candle  in 
the  Wind  97  climb  back  up  the 
chart  next  week 

Which  brings  us  to  the  best 
outside  bet  for  the  Christmas 
No  1  this  year.  It  has  it  all: 
children,  charity  and  a  good 
chime.  7  Am  in  Love  with  the 
World  by  the  .Chicken  Shed 
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Elvis  Presky  (left)  had  two  No  Is  —Its  Now  or  Never  and  Return  to  Sender.  George  Michael  awaits  a  Christmas  hit 


Theatre  Company  is  a  tribute 
to  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
recoded  by  ate  of  her  favour¬ 
ite  charities.  The  anger,  Lissa 
Hermans,  co-wrcXe  the  song 
dedicated  to  the  farmer  patron 
of  tiiis  drama  group  for  dis¬ 
abled  young  people  in  North 
London.  If  it  doesn't  reach  the 


top,  it  can  point  to  the  good  job 
it's  done  promoting  the  Diana 
tribute  album,  on  which  the 
track  appears  and  which  will 
undoubtedly  be  the  Christmas 
No  1  album  of  1997. 

Christmas  No  Is  are  songs 
which  sell  to  people  who  don't 
normally  buy,  and  don't  much 


care  for  music  at  all.  Safes  are 
high  because  many  people 
who  buy  CDs  or  tapes  as 
presents  never  visit  a  record 
store  at  any  other  time  of  the 
year.  A  much  better  judgment 
about  the  direction  modem 
music  is  heading  can  be  made 
in  January  when  the  typical 


year-round  record  buyer  is 
back  in  the  shops  brandishing 
the  record  token  or  the  con¬ 
tents  of  Santa's  envelope,  and 
the  record  companies  arc  un¬ 
veiling  their  new  hopes  for 
1998  and  consigning  the  tired 
old  acts  of  Christmas  97  lo  the 
discount  bins. 


Hone) made  earnngs  in  sterling  silver,  des.gned 
by  Harold  Nielsen  in  1930.  The  grape  motif 

;5  a  renowned  Georg  Jensen  class*. 

-5  Street.  iOf;38«  W1Y  SPr.  Ter:  8171-459  6541  *  0171-673  3622 


No  1  CHRISTMAS  CRACKERS 


BAND  AID:  Do  They  Know  Ifs  Christmas? 
(1984) 

The  who's  who  in  ptm  during  the  Thatcher 
years  unites  behind  former  saint.  Bob  Geldofi 
great  melody  by  Midge  Ure. 

CRYSTALS:  Santa  Claus  is  Coming  to 
Town  0963) 

A  ferocious  wall  of  sound  created  by  Phil 
Specter  fa  his  classic  Christmas  album,  the 
only  consistently  good  one  ever  made. 
FOUNTAINS  OF  WAYNE:  1  Want  an  Alien  for 
Cbristxnas  0997) 

America's  answer  to  Brit  Pop.  arty  and  artful 
guitar  thrashing. 

GREEDIES:  A  Merry  Jingle  (1979) 

Phil  Lynott  leads  tins  punk  romp  by  an 
amalgamation  of  Thin  Lizzy  and  tire  Sex 
Pistols. 

JOHN  &  YOKO/PLAST1C  ONO  BAND:  Happy 
Xmas  (War  Is  Over)  (1972) 

Still  twinkling  25  years  on:  a  Christmas 
message  that  never  dates. 

KEITH  RICHARDS:  Run  Rudolph  Ron  0979) 
Rolling  Stone  guitarist  swaggers  through  the 
famous  seasonal  shuffle’ a  three-chord 
masterpiece. 

POGUES/K1RSTY  MacCOLL:  Fairytale  of  New 
York  0987) 

One  erf  Shane  MacGowan's  finest  lyrics 
brought  toJife  zn  a  duct  with  the  feisty 
MacColl  —“You  scumbag,  you  maggot. .  ." 
BRUCE  SPRINGSTEEN:  Santa  Claus  Is 
Coning  to  Town  0981) 

The  E  Street  band  live  on  stage  pay  tribute  to 
Phfl  Spector,  staying  just  this  side  of  twee. 

U2  Christmas  (Baby  Please  Come  Home) 
0987) 

Another  Specter  classic,  updated  for  the 
Special  Olympics  album;  Bono's  choral  style 
given  full  rein. 

WAITRESSES:  Christinas  Wrapping  0981) 
From  the  marvellous  Zee  Records  Xmas 
album;  a  genuinely  funny  and  moving  tale  of 
life,  love  and  cranberry  sauce. 


No  1  CHRISTMAS  TURKEYS 


BEACH  BOYS:  Little  Saint  Nick  (1963) 

The  famous  sound  of  sand,  bikinis  and 
woodies  unsuited  to  a  tale  of  chimneys,  toys 
and  rrindeer.  Could  make  a  comeback  if 
discovered  by  the  less  discriminating 
snowboarders. 

DAVID  BOWIE/BING  CROSBY:  Peace  on 
Earth /Little  Drummer  Boy  0977) 

Cringingly  sentimental  duet  recorded  for  a 
Crosby  television  show.  Gave  new  meaning  to 
the  epithet  “Thin  White  Duke". 

DORA  BRYAN:  All  I  Want  For  Christmas  is  a 
Beatle0963) 

Early  cash-in  comedy  record:  might  have 
worked  if  Dora  had  been  20  years  younger. 
THE  DAMMED:  There  Ain’t  No  Sanity  Claus 
0980)  . 

Formerly  respectable  punk  outfit  way  past 
tbeir  best  doesn't  work  as  comedy  a  irony 
either. 

CHRIS  DE  BURGH:  A  Spacemen  Came 
Travelling  (1975) 

Gloriously  overblown  drivel:  at  least  he  didn't 
call  it  “Gentleman  in  Red”. 

QUEEN:  Thank  God  lft  Christinas  (1984) 
Freddie  Mercury  fights  a  losing  battle  with  a 
Christmas  pudding  of  a  lyric  and  a  soppy 
arangement  by  Roger  Taylor  and  Brian  May. 
KENNY  ROGERS:  Christmas  in  America  0992) 
He  dearly  believes  the  Americans  invented 
Christmas;  you  can't  trust  people  who  eat  their 
turkey  in  November.  But  he  may  have  been 
right  about  who  invented  the  whole  shebang. 
FRANK  SIDEBOTTOU:  Oh  Blimey,  it's 
Christmas  0985) 

Oh  blimey,  it’s  crap. 

BARBRA  STREISAND:  Jingle  Bells  0967) 
laughable  histrionic  version  of  jolly  carol:  tries 
to  recreate  character  of  Eanny  Bryce  but  only 
succeeds  in  emulating  Peter  Sellers's  reading 
ofAJHctrdDafsNignL 
SCREAMING  LORD  SUTCH:  Creepy 
Christmas  Party  0980). 

He  (fid  belter  at  by-dectinns. 
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Stephen  Woodhams  decorated  Patricia  Hodge's  house  for  Christmas.  She  says:  "The  effect  is  stunning.  It's  like  walking  into  Fairyland" 

No  shrinking  violet 


The  actress  Patricia  Hodge  goes  to 


town  with  decorations  for  a  family 


Christmas,  says  Michael  Cable 


Christmas  for  the 
actress  Patricia 
Hodge  is  a  gloriously 
traditionaF  family 
celebration.  The  festivities  will 
get  under  way  in  earnest  on 
Chistmas  Eve,  when  nine 
members  of  the  family  sit 
down  to  dinner  at  her  large 
double-fronted  Victorian 
home  in  Bames,  south-west 
London.  The  festivities  will 
continue  until  the  day  after 
Boxing  Day.  her  youngest  son 
Edward's  sixth  birthday. 

“For  someone  like  me  who  is 
deeply  sentimental,  Christmas 
is  a  very  special  time."  she 
smiles.  “It’s  a  time  to  enjoy 
your  home  and  bring  all  the 
family  together.  And  this 
house  really  comes  into  its 
own  at  Christmas." 

Helping  to  create  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  that  glows  with 
warmth  are  the  richly  decora¬ 
tive  trimmings  supplied  by 
floral  and  landscape  designer 
Stephen-  Woodhams.  After 
training  with  the  Royal  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society  at  Wjsley. 
Woodhams  made  his  name  at 
the  1994  Chelsea  Rower  Show. 
He  won  the  Gold  Medal  for 
his  "Mr  Maidment’s  Garden" 
design  which  fearured  a  dere¬ 
lict  greenhouse.  Having 
started  his  business  from  a 
garden  shed  in  Chobhani. 
Surrey',  he  went  on  to  open  the 
Norting  Hill  shop  six  years 
ago. 

For  his  Christmas  designs 
he  has  pioneered  what  Patricia 
Hodge  calls  the  "hedgerow" 
look.  “Many  others  have  cop¬ 
ied  it."  she  says,  “but  he 
always  seems  to  slay  one  jump 
ahead."  Winter  garlands  of 
evergreens,  flowers,  miniature 


:my 
favourite 
shop 


logs,  fir  cones  and  gilded 
walnuts  and  chestnuts  arc 
draped  around  mirrors  and 
mantelpieces.  Tablescapes  are 
treated  from  scented  pine. 
lilies,  bundles  of  cinnamon 
sticks  and  tangerines  spiked 
with  cloves.  Tangled  sprays  of 
contorted  willow'  are  sprayed 
gold  and  hung  with  baubles, 
reflecting  a  soft  golden  light 

"It's  a  wonderfully  irrever¬ 
ent  combination  of  the  natural 
and  the  cultivated  and  it  works 
perfectly."  says  Miss  Hodge. 
"Because  he  is  basically  a 
landscaper,  he  sees  things  in 
terms  of  bringing  the  outside 
indoors.  The  effect  is  a  blend  of 
modem  and  traditional,  and 
that  has  always  been  my 
favourite  design  style." 

Although  Miss  Hodge  has 
long  been  an  admirer  of 
Woodhams,  it  wasn't  until  she 
moved  into  her  present  home 
that  she  brought  him  in  to  do 
her  Christmas  decorations. 

"Our  previous  place  was 
much  smaller,  and  I  realised 
that  all  my  existing  decora¬ 
tions  would  be  hopelessly  out 
of  proportion,"  she  recalls. 
"Even  so,  1  would  never  have 
dared  bring  in  arrangements 
on  the  scale  that  Stephen 
created.  But  the  effect  was 
stunning.  When  he  had  fin¬ 
ished  it  was  like  walking  into  a 
fairyland." 

Depending  on  how  many 


The  florist  and  landscape  gardener  Stephen  Woodhams’s  shop  in  West  London 


rooms  are  involved,  Mr 
Woodhams  charges  between 
£500  and  £5,000  to  design 
floral  decorations  for  a  private 
house.  He  keeps  Lord  Archer's 
riverside  penthouse  fragrant 
with  blooms,  and  has  created 
floral  displays  for  the  wed¬ 
dings  of  the  footballer  Paul 
Gascoigne  to  the  socialite  heir¬ 
ess  Cosima  von  Bulcnv. 


His  designs  can  be 
seen  in  die  Ralph 
Lauren  shops. 
Asprey.  the  Joseph 
chain.  Daphne's  restaurant 
and  the  private  dining  room  at 
Michel  Roux's  Waterside  Inn 
at  Bray.  Berkshire.  He  also 
creates  the  windowbox 
designs  in  Bond  Street. 

"He's  very  shy  and  self- 
effacing  and  lets  his  work 
speak  for  him.”  says  Ms 
Hodge,  making  one  of  her 
regular  visits  to  his  shop.  It  is 
heavy  with  the  scent  of  lilies 
and  full  of  branches,  twigs  and 
grasses  painted  gold,  silver 


and  white.  "I'd  like  to  buy  the 
entire  shop.”  she -sighs,  pick¬ 
ing  out  a  galvanised-metal 
vase.  a 

wicker  basket  and  a  wreath  of 
pine  and  gold-painted  willow. 

She  adds:  "What  constitutes 
a  favourite  shop  for  me  is 
somewhere  that  gives  you  an 
adrenaline  shot,  a  fix  —  the 
sort  of  place  that  makes  you 
feel  better  as  soon  as  you  walk 
in.  This  shop  does  that.  You 
are  lit  up.  I  feel  the  same  about 
Ralph  Lauren.  Designers 
Guild  and  Penhaligon’s." 

Woodhams  certainly  helps 
to  put  her  in  a  festive  mood.  As 
a  girl  growing  up  in  the 
Lincolnshire  hotel  that  her 
parents  ran.  she  missed  out  on 
the  family  Christmas  she 
always  yearned  for. 

“My  parents  would  be 
rushed  off  their  feet  trying  to 
organise  lunch  for  300  guests, 
so  my  sister  and  I  didn’t  see 
much  of  them  in  between 
opening  our  stockings  at 
5JQam  and  sitting  down  to 


lunch  in  the  hotel  dining  room 
at  5pm."  says  the  51-year-old 
actress  who  stars  in  a  forth¬ 
coming  film.  Jilting  Joe ,  with 
James  Purcfoy  and  The  Full 
Monty  star  Tom  Wilkinson. 

This  year's  get-together  will 
change  all  that.  As  well  as  her 
husband  (the  musician  Peter 
Owen),  her  mother,  now  77. 
and  her  sister’s  family,  the 
dinner  will  include  her  two 
children,  who  were  bom  when 
she  had  almost  given  up  hope. 
She  was  42  when  she  had 
Alexander  and  45  when 
Edward  was  bom. 

"Part  of  the  pleasure  of 
having  children  is  thatyou  can 
relive  your  childhood  through 
them  —  especially  at  Christ¬ 
mas."  she  says.  “And  they  are 
as  impressed  as  any  of  us  by 
the  decorations.  They,  think 
Stephen  Woodhams  is  a 
magician." 

•  Woodhams,  60  Ledbury 
Road ,  WU{T>m-2433M}). 

Mon-Fri S_1 Oam-Opm,  Sat 
9am-5pm. 


BARGAINS 


BY  DEFINITION  designer  labels 
don’t  came  cheap.  Unless,  that  is. 
you  pay  a  visit  to  Bicester  Village  in 
Oxfordshire.  More  than  50  brand- 
name  shops  jostle  for  attention  in  a 
faux  New  England  clapboard  dev¬ 
elopment.  selling  end  of  lines  and 
the  previous  season's  stock  in  a  sort 
of  permanent  sale. 

I  look  E100  there  in  an  attempt  to 
shoc-hom  my  three  children  into  a 
more  stylish  look.  For  Bamaby.  5. 1 
bought  a  cobalt  Ralph  Lauren  long- 
sleeve  polo  shirt  for  £19  (£42 
normally)  and  khaki  shorts  for  £17 
(reduced  from  05).  In  the  Clarks 
factor)’  shop  down  the  road,  we 
found  a  pair  of  dockside rs  for  £15. 
For  Ellie,  fS.  we  headed  for  Jigsaw, 
where  I  picked  up  a  dark  blue  cable- 
knit  jumper  (£12.95)  and  a  pair  of 
light  blue  pumps  for  £5. 

The  best  find,  though,  was  the 
bargain  basket  in  Paul  Smith, 
where  everything  was  a  tenner.  Out 
came  a  pair  of  raw  silk  slacks  for 
Ellie.  and  red  trousers  decorated 
with  bicydes  for  Hugo,  which  went 


A  knock-out  knocked-down  outfit 

perfectly  with  a  white  Benetton  T- 
shirt  for  £4. 

.And  1  still  have  enough  cash  to 
treat  myself  to  a  while  linen  dress  in 
Whistles  for  E5.  reduced,  astonish¬ 
ingly.  from  £S5.  1  reckoned  I  had 
saved  over  £250.  Bargain  or  what? 

Arabella  Warner 

•  Value  Retail  Bicester  Village.  Si  Pintle 
Drive.  Bicester.  Oxon  OXb  711-1?  jflfSW 
323  200).  Open  daily  I0am-6pm. 


HONEY.  I’ve  shrunk  the  vids!  The 
Gadget  of  1997  has  to  be  the  JVC 
GR-DVX2  camcorder,  the  sire  of  a 
small  box  of  chocolates  with  the 
weight  and  worth  of  a  bar  of  real 
gold. 

The  camera  includes  a  backlit 
colour  monitor  which  folds  out  to 
make  easy  work  of  taking  or 
review-ins  footage.  It  even  takes  still 
digital  pictures,  and  everything 
captured  can  later  be  loaded  on  to 
the  PC  for  editing  and  manipulat¬ 
ing,  or  copied  to  a  standard  VHS 
recorder. 

The  miniaturisation  mirade 
takes  slender.  3in~wide  plastic 
video-tape  cartridges,  which  no 
James  Bond  would  be  seen  dead 
carrying.  He  would  probably  carry 
something  like  a  slot-in  memory 
card  to  record  pictures. 

The  memory  card  is  used  to 
mesmerising  effect  however,  with 
the  D1000  digital  voice  recorder 
from  Olympus. 

It  discreetly  slips  into  the  palm, 
delivers  brilliantly  clean  sound  and. 


3 


The  chocolate-box  camera 

since  there  is  no  moving  tape,  you 
can  flip  your  way  instantly  around 
your  dictatioas  and  recordings. 

The  mint-on-thepillowcase-size 
cards  hold  up  to  32  minutes  of 
speech. 

Tim  Wapshott 

•  GR-DVX2  camcorder.  EIJV).  from 
JVC  fOlSHSO 3282). 

.Dioon  digital  voice  recorder.  £Z49.09. 
fmm  Olympus  /ffW  072  0070). 


weekenel 
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personal  organisers 


rT  WAS  after  a  couple  of 
horrifying  hours  spent 
.watching  Henry,  Por¬ 


trait  of  a  Serial  Killer  that 
I  learned  the  importance  of 
keeping  a  diary.  So  shaken 
was  I  by  this  cinematic 
monstrosity  that  I  walked 
out  leaving  my  diary  under 
my  seat,  writes  Times  diarist 
Jasper  Gerrard. 

This  sent  my  life  into  a 
spin.  One  evening  I  was 
happOy  reading  at  home 
only  to  receive  a  call  from  a 
grumpy  Labour  MP  who  I 
had  stood  up  in  a  bar. 
Worse  followed. 

Perched  at  my  desk  one 
lunchtime,  I  contemplated  a 
drink  with  an  old  university 
friend.  Then  the  phone 
rang.  “Conservative  Central 
Office  here,  you  are  meant 


fo  be  .addressing  ^our 
women's  meeting,  where 
are  your  ^  ;  , 

Along  with  a  glass  of 

champagne,  a  packet,  ot 
Nuroien  and  a  thick  skin, 
the  most  crucial  accou¬ 
trement  of  the  diarist  is. 
well,  a  diary.  Yet  I  hate  my 
diary  more  than  anything  in 
the  world. 

Clinical  depression  sets  in 
when  my  diaiy  contains  a 
line  of  duty  lunches  stretch¬ 
ing  into  the  millennium, 
with  the  editor  of  Christmas 
Tree  Monthly  and  other 
exciting  .  shakers  who 
nabbed  you  in  a  weak 
moment 

Last  week  1  did  what  I 
thought  I  would  never  do 
again:  I  lost  my  diary-  And  1 
have  rarely  been  happier. 


ABOVE:  Mulberry’s 
pocket  Congo 
organiser,  £120,  to 
keep  your  social  life 

up  to  date  and  the  Congo  Planner,  £245,  to  hold  yearly 
planners,  calculator  and  credit  cards  (0171-491  3900) 


:  cards  (0171-491  3900) 


LEFT:  Clear 
solutions  are  the 
blue  glitter-gel 
organiser,  £9.95; 
from  Bureau 
(0171-836  3502) 
and  the  pink  plastic 
organiser,  £19.95, 
from  Farrago 
(0181-788  0162) 


RIGHT:  For 
the  wild 
at  heart 
fake  tiger 
•  organiser  and 
fake  leopard 
organiser, 
both  £6.95 
from  Bureau 
(as  before); 
•  green  fake-fur 
organiser,  £7.95, 
from  Farrago 
(as  before) 


BELOW:  Pocket-size 
butterfly  hologram 
organiser,  £1 1 .95,  from 
Farrago  (as  before); 
flower-power  organiser 
from  Paul  Smith  (as  before) 


ABOVE:  Scientists. 
.  and  electricians 
should  plug  fn  to 
the  circuit-board 
organiser,  £15.25, 

■  from  Bureau 
(as  before) 


■ 


RIGHT:  A 
handmade 
aid  for  wood 
lovers  is 
the  burr 
brown-oak, 


English  oak 
organiser, 
£60,  from 


Pedersen 
(0171-359  5655) 


LEFT:  If  you  prefer  a 
screen,  the  Digital 
Databank,  £29.95, 
from  Initial  Ideas 
(01548  831070)  has 
a  calendar,  diary 
reminder,  alarm  dock 
and  built-in  translator 
from  Dutch,  Kalian 
or  French 
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larger  version,  £110.90.  FronTFilofax  (as  before) 


FACT  FILE 


Ensuring  year-round 
interest,  the  garden 
gurus  teU  us,  is  the 
essence  .  of  good, 
planting. '  Easy  -  to  say.  of 
course,  but  how  do  you 
^.achieve  that?  Could  you.  for 
*wnstance.  go  into  your  garden 
'at  this  moment  and  return 
with  a  bunch  of  flowehs?--Qr 
failing  blooms  —  it  is  Decem¬ 
ber.  after  all — could  you  come 
up  with  some  handsome  twigs 
or  bright  evergreens? 

If  your  answer  is  yes,  then 
give  yourself  a  gold  star,  but  if 
not  perhaps  you  should  con¬ 
sider  subjecting  your  plants  to 
what  1  call  the  Boxmg  Day 
test  Ask  yourself  how  each  of 
the  plants  in  your  garden  —  be 
they  shrubs,  herbaceous,  trees 
or  whatever  —  win  look  on 
Boxing  Day. 

Such  shrub  roses  as  ‘Fritz 
Nobis'  or  ‘Charles  de  Mills' 
are  glorious  in  June,  but 
dreary  in  winter.  They  fail  the 
test  The  rose  ‘Arthur  Hillier* 
on  the  other  hand,  has  pretty 
pink  summer  blooms  followed 
by  large,  shapely  hips  which 
look  especially  beautiful  when 
coated  in  hoar  frost 
Add  to  that  autumn  leaf 
colour  and  a  good  winter 
outline,  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
why  it  passes  the  test  These 
are  extreme  cases  but  Jots  of 
plants  redeem  themselves  by 
providing  secondary  displays, 
or  by  extended  flowering  peri¬ 
ods,  even  though  they  lade 
December  charm.  • 

Plants  with  good  secondary 
displays  will  always  score 
well.  The  mountain  ash.  for 
instance;  are  mainly  grown  far 
their  colourful  fruits,  but  are 
also  lovely  in  blossom.  Same, 
such  as  Sorbus  sargentiana, 
have  further  charms:  vivid  red 
autumn  foliage,  and  big  sticky 
buds  for  a  dramatic  outline. 


The  foliage  of  the  long-lasting  hellebore  argutifolius 


Camellia  x  WUliamsiihas  glossy  foliage  in  winter 


N 

tt 


Camellias,  too,  are 
variable  in  their  gen¬ 
erosity.  Some  bloom 
through  winter,  oth¬ 
ers  restrict  their  flowering 
time  to  spring,  but  they  all 
have  beautiful  glossy  foliage, 
and  therefore  all  pass  die 
Boxing  Day  Test  Indeed,  any 
evergreen  is  likely  to  have  a 
strong  advantage  .for  winter 
selection  —  but  then  you  have 
to  reverse  die  procedure  and 
ask  yourself  hew  ft  Will  be  in 
summer.  Wonderful  though 
they  are  when  blooming,  far 
example,  rhododendrons  can 
be  utterly  depressing  when 
they  drip  in  an  August  drizzle, 
whereas  some  of  the  hollies 
and  most  of  the  confers  look 
fine  in  ram.  ■ 

^  Among  mote  lowly  plants, 
evergreen  perennials  will  al¬ 
ways  be  preferable  ro  those 
that  disappear.  -The  current 
obsession  with  hostas  is  puz¬ 
zling.  when  you  realise  that 
their  foliage  is  beautiful  lor 
less  than  half  a  year —if  the 
slugs  leave  them  alone. 

Perennials  with  a  long  run 
of  flower,  even  though  they 
may  not  bloom  an  Boxing 
Day,  will  still  score  well' 
enough  to  be  welcome.  Fenste-: 
mons,  for  example,  are  seldom 
out  of  flower,  during  the 
growing  season.  Juxtapose 
them  with  such  winter  Woom-r 
r~>jers  as  Euphorbia  charades  or 
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The  beautiful  hellebore  argutifolius  in  flower 


some  of  die  better  hellebores, 
and  your  display  will  run  non¬ 
stop.  All  hellebores  pass  the 
Boxing  Day  Test,  but  those 
with  BCautifiil  and  long  lasting, 
foliage — such  as  the  Corsican 
H.  argutifolius  or  the  stinking 
heflebore  foetidas  —  make 
better  year-round  plants.  For 
creeping  ground  over,  even  in 
dense  -  shade.  Euphorbia 
amygdaloides  var  wbbiae 
passes  with  flying  colours. 


being  in  foil  leaf  with  buds 
every  Boxing  Day- 
Even  within  a  restricted 
plant  group,  it  often,  pays  to 
select  varieties  which  prolong 
the  season.  Take  snowdrops; 
the  common  species  Calan - 
thus  nivalis  want  open  for  a 
week  or  two  yet.  but  if  you 
were  to  collect  half  a  dozen 
special  varieties,  you  could 
have  snowdrops  in  bloom  for 
six  months.  In  my  garden,  the 


Berries  and  rosehips  look  lovely  covered  in  frost 


Autumn  colour  and  goad  outlines  are  vital  for  the 
garden  to  look  good  in  December,  says  Nigel  Colbora  . 


J 
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The  vivid  foliage  and  shapely  outline  of  the  Japanese  maple  will  give  winter  colour  to  any  garden 


■  Trees 

Prunus  sargntii:  excellent- 
rounded  outline;  vivid  pink  * 
spring  blossom,  amid 
reddish  tinged  foliage. 

Superb  autumn  colour. 

Hex  aquifoliuoi  'Madame  • 

Brim':  a  holly  with  golden 
leaf  margins,  often 
burnished  with  bronzy  tints 
in  hard  weather.  Red  berries 
and  good  holly  leaves. 

Sorbus  cashmiriand:  a 
modesily  sized  mountain 
ash  with  pink  spring 
blossoms,  handsome  foliage 
and  large  white  berries 
which  persist  into  winter. 

■  Shrubs 

Camellia  x  wi :Uia  msii 
'Donation1:  large,  double 
pink  flowers  produced 
sporadically  through  winter, 
then  with  a  final  rush  in 
spring.  Lustrous  fob  age. 
Mahonia  x  wagneri 
’Undulaia*:  one  of  the  finest . 
of  the  'Oregan  Grapes'. 

Shiny,  evergreen  foliage, 
vivid  yellow  blooms  in 
spring  followed  by  blue- 
black  summer  berries. 

Acer japonicum  Viufobum’: 
vine- leaved  Japanese  Maple 
—  but  any  Japanese  maples 
would  do.  Shapely  in  winter 
and  beautiful  in  autumn. 

•  € 

■  Climbers 

Rosa  'Scarlet  Fire*:  a 
climbing  rose  with 
handsome  purplish  stems, 
scarlet  blooms,  spectacular 
orange  hips.  Georgeous 
associated  with: 

V7/is  vinifem  'Purpurea':  a 
purple-leaved  grapevine 
whose  foliage  runs  through 
a  constant  series  of  subtle  - 
colour  changes  from  May  to 
November.  The  small  glossy 
black  fruits  taste  so 
disgusting  that  even  birds  - 
shun  than. 

Lonicera  japonica 
'  Haitians':  Japanese 
honeysuckle.  Not  the  most  ;  • 
spectacular  but  easily  the 
most  sweetly  scented. 
Parchment  yellow  flowers 
produced  from  June  to 
December.  The  black 
berries  are  hardly 
conspicuous  in  January,  bin  - 
they  do  feed  the  birds. 

■  Perennials 
Pulmonaria  'Lewis  Palmeri 
an  evergreen  perennial  with 
broad  hasai  leaves  stippled  . 
with  while  splashes.  In 
spring  and  summer,  the 
flowers  open  with  a  touch  of'* ' 
pink  but  turn  vivid  blue. 
Cyclamen  hederifoUum:  '• 
small,  compact  bin  never  1 
humble.  The  pink  or  white 
flowers  are  a  joy  from 
August  to  November.  Richly 
marbled  foliage,  in  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of 
shapes  and  patterns, 
emerges  in  October  and 
persists  until  high  summer. 


first  appear  in  late  September 

—  autumn-flowering  subspe¬ 
cies  of  the  common  snowdrop 

—  and  make  terrific  conver¬ 
sation-pieces  when  used  as 
dinner  table  arrangements. 

By  the  time  they  have  faded, 
in  late  December,  the  first 
blooms  of  the  big  Turkish  G. 
elwesii  begin  to  open,  herald¬ 
ing  an  exciting  procession  of 
snowdroppery,  which  con- 
dudes  with  a  Caucasian  spe¬ 
cies  in  early  March. 

In  spite  of  the  usefulness  of 
the  Boxing  Day  test  it  would 
be  pointless  to  insist  that 
everything  in  the  garden  must 
pass  it  Those  two  rose  variet¬ 
ies  1  wrote  off  at  the  beginning 
of.  this  piece  are  cherished: 
weekend  wonders  they  may 
be,  but  our  garden  is  all  the 
richer  for  them. 

However,  the  rule  is  to 
demand  from  each  plant  maxi¬ 
mum  interest  for  the  maxi¬ 
mum  period.  Ask  not  what 
you  should  do  for  your  plants, 
but  what  they  will  do  for  you, 
not  just  in  June,  when  it's  plain 
sailing,  but  on  Boxing  Day. 
when  the  chips  are  down. 
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SCATTER 

■  Clears  Cats 

from  your  garden 

„  NIGHT  AND  DAY,  EVERY  DAY 

Unique  programme  of. 


5  year  Guarantee  Interest-Free  Finance  Available 
(mitten  details  on  request) 
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far  a  brochure  or  an  appointment  to  view 
our  latest  collection 
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Scant/  iiansmils  random  bursts  of 
ultrasound  ai  a  frequency  that  cats  avotd 
TheyH  turn  away  long  before  they  expose 
themselves  lo  its  fuB  impact  so  that  rt  works 
where  fences  or  netting  tad.  Fully  automatic  - 
no  sensors  to  go  wrong  Highly  rebabta.  tuliy 
weatherproofed  miniature  computer  circuil 


from  your  garden 

NIGHT  AND  DAY,  EVERY  DAY 

Unique  programme  of 

®f«ter-controll!i! 
ultrasound  expels 
cats  from  lawns, 
flowerbeds, 
shrubberies, - 
wails  and  patios 

r  pats  INAUDIBLE  to 
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New  technology  iri  the  back  garden  is  producing  better  results  and  profits 

Going  organic  pays  off 


The  Centre  for  Alternative  Technol¬ 
ogy  is  conducting  an  experiment  for 
gardeners  with  a  sense  of  Mure 
where  compost  is  concerned.  "Often, 
compost  doesn't  work  properly,”  says. 
Peter  Harper,  of  tte  bibfogy  department. 
The  centre's  bins  have  been  put  ora 

fogh-ffbre  diet,  wWdi  creates  emacatbon 

and  an  open  texture  without  as  much  heat  - 
as  the  traditional  heap,  so  losing  less 
nitrogen,  say  resea  chers.  It  doesn’t  need 
turning  either. 

The  fibre  ramies  from  waste  paper  — 

■  used  tissues  and  crumpled  cereal  boxes  . 

rather  than  newspapers  —  tossed  m  with 
\r  vegetable  waste-  produced  in  me  same, 
time  so  that  layering  is  automatic. 

Mr  Harper  admits  that  there  are  two 
disadvantages;  problems  with  plasticised 
-  paper.  leaving  undigested  morsels  to  oe 
sieved  out  and  decomposition  is  slower 
than  in  a  perfect  orthodox  heap-  ., 
given  that  most  people  fall  short  ot 
■  perfection,  die  method  is  faster  than 
unturned  conventional  compost,  herays. 
Sdentisti  at  the  centre,  based  in  Powys, 

1  are  also  investigating  the  use  of  rock 
ro  stijnulate  unrobe  activity  tn  sceLjys 
potential  was  first  spotted  in  aflAufhI^J 
=  quarry,  where  vegetarian 

around  the  dusty  entrance.  Although 

formal  tests  are  incomplete,  MrHarper 
■  was  impressed  by  last  season^  results 

hl  OtharXifc  at  the  centre  focused  on  the 

clear  plastic  used  beforeand  heai- 

sowing,  leads-  to  earlier 

ine  the  ground  by  four  to  fiwd«gr«g* 

*  rather  to  w-oaditwedwifo 

black  plastic  Gardeners  arejutastri  to 
rcnwe  the  plastic  once  seeds  have 
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The  harvest  of  better  composting 


germinated  and  warmer  weather  arrives. 

After.usirffi  these  innovations,  you  may 
have  a  glut  5  organic  produce  looking  far 
a  good  home.  The  Farmers  Market  move¬ 
ment,  which  originated  in  America, 
encourages  growers  to  take  produce  to  a 
regular  roarkel  with  a  soda!  and  educa¬ 
tional,  as- wdtas  a  commercial,  purpose. 
Tony  Ambrose,  of  the  Bath  Organic 
Group,  helped  to  set  up  the  first  British 
marker  in.  September.  He  says  it -is  an 
excellent  way  for  gardeners  to  pass  on 
surpluses  and  earn  money  for  seeds,  or 
allotment  rent. 

Demand  is  plentiful  for  items  such  as 
Jerusalem  artichokes.  Mr  Ambrose  says, 
and  the  group’s  gardeners  retain  70  per 


cent  of  proceeds  from  their  produce,  the 
rest  going  towards  stall  expenses.  Cus¬ 
tomers  take  organic  credentials  on  trust, 
because  there  is  no  accreditation  involved, 
but  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  able 
lo  question  growers  directly. 

Next  spring,  the  Soil  Association  will 
coordinate  a  conference  for  organisations 
hoping  to  set  up  markts  elsewhere. 

Britain's  best-known  organic  garden¬ 
ers,  the  Henry  Doableday  Research 
Association  (HDRA)  at  Ryton,  Coventry, 
developed  several  projects  this  year,  some 
in  connection  with  Local  Agenda  21, 
which  encourages  organic  practice  in 
school  grounds  and  public  areas. 

-  The  association  has  also  set  up  a  new 
organic  design  service.  Based  on  a 
national  network  of  HDRA  members  who 
are  qualified  garden  designers,  it  will  help 
with  anything  from  a  windowbox  to  a 
park.  The  cost  depends  on  complexity,  but 
a  design  for  a  garden  60ft  by  200ft  might 
be  £250- £450. 

The  HDRA  is  also  hosting  potato 
festival  at  Ryton  Gardens  in  February, 
featuring  more  than  100  of  the  more 
disease-resistant  varieties.  It  will  be  open 
to  members  tally  on  Saturday,  February  7 
(entry  free)  and  to  the  public  on  Sunday. 
Ffebruaiy  8  (combined  festival  /gardens 
ticket  050). 
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I Save  £££s  of 
Wasted  heat! 

|  Inflate  m  nop 


SWTTCH  between  lowrottagc  mains  or  battery  - 

operation  at  will  HO  affect  on  bints  or  other  pats  INAUDIBLE  to 
bumans.  Scatter  is  completely  sale.  Installed  In  minutes. 

Try  it  for  90  days  -  5  year  guarantee 
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Discounts 


•  STUDIOS 

•  SUMMERHOUSES 

-WORKROOMS 
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Julie  Webb 

for  Alternative  Technology, 
toft,  Powys  SY20  9AZ  (01054  702m. 


•  Centre  for  Alternative  Technology, 
Machynlleth.  Powys  SY20  9AZ  flWM  702 * 

•  Soil  Association  (Alan  Chubb,  Farmers 

Market  Co-ordinator),  86  Colston  Street, 
Bristol  BSI SBB  (01179290661). 

m  Henry  Doubleday  Research  Associa tion 
(Bob  Sherman,  HDRA  Consultants)  Ryton 
Organic  Cardens.  Coventry  CVS  3LC 

(01203308210). 


SOMERSET  POSTAL  FLOWERS 

YOUR  NOT  TO  LATE  FOR 
CHRISTMAS  YET ! 

A  Cbelwa  Floww  >Jtow  Award  Winner  for  many  years. 
Top  quality  frc-Ji  cut  flewere  in  ubtk  colours  or  bold  and 
bright  (yw  choice).  FROM  £15 
AVAILABLE  BY  SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
NATIONWIDE  FOR  CHRISTMAS- 
Cfoler  right  until  lOtun  on  Tuesday  23nl  December  on 
Tefr  01984  «S314 1341us)  Fax:  01984  618611 
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Angharad  Rees  loves  her  home  but  wants  something  smaller 


Fancy  a 


change  of 


scenery? 


The  elegant  woman 
who  stands  in  her 
conservatory  kitchen, 
making  me  a  pot  of 
coffee  on  a  cold  December  day. 
seems  a  Far  cry  from  Demelza 
in  Poldark.  the  character  that 
shot  her  to  fame  —  you 
remember,  the  girl  who  would 
“drop  her  knickers  for  a 
shilling". 

But  Angharad  Rees  still  has 
a  breathless,  girlish  charm, 
even  when  the  part  she  is 
acting  is  rhar  of  an  estate 
agent.  For  her  tail,  beautiful 
house  in  Battersea.  South 
London,  is  for  sale,  and  l  have 
come  to  have  a  nose  around. 

She  is  setting  up  for  a  party 
when  I  arrive.  Shooting  for  her 
latest  film.  The  Wolves  of 
Cromer,  has  just  ended  and 
cast  and  crew  have  been 
invited.  Bottles  of  wine  are 
chilling  in  the  fridge  alongside 
several  enormous  trays  of 
ready-to-bake  pasta. 

The  raised  ground  floor, 
with  bow-window  overlooking 
Battersea  Park,  seems  the 
perfect  space  for  a  party'.  The 
walls  are  what  1  once  heard 
called  Naples  yellow  and  their 
sunniness  lilts  the  grey  day 
fit's  a  spiritual  colour  in 
Buddhism."  Miss  Rees  says). 

Pictures  and  bookshelves 
line  the  walls  (in  the  hall  there 
is  a  complete  collection  of 
Biggies  books):  the  huge  dou¬ 
ble  room,  divided  by  French 
doors,  leads  into  the  kitchen.  It 
all  feels  very  informal:  the 
dining  room,  which  leads  out 
to  a  lovingly  tended  if  winrry 
garden,  is  more  formal,  with  a 
long  fable  and  pale-green 
walls. 

She  has  rwo  sons.  Linford. 


Erica  Wagner 

steps  into  the 
welcoming 
home  of 
Angharad 
Rees,  for  sale 
at  £1.3m 


Angharad  Rees  with  her  PoidarU  co-star  Robin  Ellis 


HOME  SWAP 


The  house  on  Albert  Bridge  Road  has  six  bedrooms  over  four  floors,  plus  a  one-bedroom  flat  in  the  basement 
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The  garden  is  ideal  for  eating  al  fresco  in  summer.  The  hall  bookshelves  hold  a  complete  Biggies  collection 


23.  and  Rhys.  20.  from  her 
marriage  to  Dynasty  actor 
Christopher  Cazenove  {they 
are  now  divorced,  but  he 
passed  his  passion  for  Biggies, 
and  his  books,  on  to  his  sons). 
The  boys  are  now  at  university 
in  Edinburgh'  and  Miss  Rees 
has  begun  to  rattle  around  in 
the  place  —  there  are  six 


bedrooms  over  three  floors, 
plus  a  separate,  one- bed  room 
flat  in  the  basement. 

Despite  her  sons'  flight 
north,  evidence  of  their  pres¬ 
ence  fills  the  house  and  is  one 
of  the  tilings  that  gives  the 
place  its  warm,  comfortable 
atmosphere.  Large  London 
houses  can  be  forbidding,  but 


The  Times 

Best  Sermons  for  1998 


not  this  one:  its  walls  are 
covered  with  clues  ra  the 
actress's  career  {a  fine  19th- 
century  poster  from  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Haymarkeu 
advertises  Ellen  Wa reham  in 
Duenna  and  Mr  W.  Farren  in 
The  Clandestine  Marriage), 
school  photographs  and 
framed  children's  drawings. 

The  boys’  rooms  are  at  the 
top  of  ibe  house  and,  with  their 
posters  for  The  Levellers  and 
The  Cure,  are  still  very  much 
“boys’  rooms".  There  are 
books  everywhere,  records, 
ancient  computers  —  and  the 
walls  need  a  lick  oF  paint. 

Miss  Rees  hurries  me 
through  —  these  rooms  are 
nothing  special,  she  says  — 


but  while  they  are  not  the  most 
finished  in  die  house,  they  are 
very  welcoming.  I  sit  down  at 
the  desk  in  the  attic  for  a  few 
moments  to  take  some  notes 
and  think,  “well,  I  could  get 
used  to  this". 

Downstairs  is  the  master 
bedroom,  with  two  windows 
and  a  balcony  overlooking 
trees  and  river.  The  garden  is 
of  typical  size  for  London. 

Miss  Rees  lias  lived  here  for 
ten  years:  her  attachment  to 
the  place  is  evident  from  the 
way  she  picks  out  the  pear  tree 
that  stands  just  the  other  side 
of  the  park’s  fence. 

“It  blossoms  on  one  day  a 
year,  it  seems.”  she  says.  "And 
the  boys  and  I  always  look  out 


for  it  and  then  go  and  admire 
it  together."  When  the  leaves 
are  gone,  the  view  is  different: 
you  can  see  the  boats  passing 
on  the  Thames.  But  in  sum¬ 
mer,  standing  on  the  balcony 
gives  quite  a  different  feel: 
“You  could  imagine  you  were 
in  Monte  Carlo  or  some  place 
exotic."  she  say’s.  Off  the 
bedroom  is  a  luxurious  bath¬ 
room  with  a  deep  and  enticing 
spa  bath. 

Coffee  in  hand,  we  step 
downstairs  for  a  look  at  the 
flat,  which  could  easily  be 
converted  bad:  to  be  a  part  of 
the  house  again,  although  it  is 
quite  cosy'  as  it  is,  with 
decorated  hardwood  floors  de¬ 
signed  by  Colleen  Berry  and 
an  old-fashioned  cast-iron 
stave.  There  is  one  bedroom 
with  exposed  brick  walls,  high 
windows  overlooking  the- 
garden  and  fined  wardrobes. 

If  I  were  Miss  Rees,  1  would 
be  sony  to  leave,  but  she  has 
her  eye  on  a  little  place  in 
Chelsea  which  she  hopes  will 
prove  more  manageable. 
None  of  her  friends  wants  her 
to  go.  Seeing  the  wine  and  food 
set  out  for  her  party  in  its  easy 
and  graceful  surroundings, 
and  imagining  the  festivities 
that  have  gone  before,  it  is 
easy  to  sympathise  with  them. 
•  Agent:  John  D.  Wood. 
OI71-22SOI74. 


This  three-bedroom  Georgian  terraced  house  with  a  rear  patio  garden  In  St 
Marys  Gardens,  Kerwingtoa  south  London,  te  for  sale  at  £209.000 
(Winkwdrth.  0171-587  0660). 


- 4  ’  .  V  w 


For  even  less  (£225.000),  you  can  buy  Beechwood  House  and  Old  School 
Cottage,  a  restored  16ttK»ntury  four-bedroom  village  house  with  an 
adjoining  two-bedroom  cottage,  in  just  under  an  acre  of  secluded  gardens. 
•  at  Great  Hockham,  near  Thetfonl,- Norfolk  (Savifls.  01603  6122111. 
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In  Scotland,  a  similar  sum  (£235,000)  will  buy  Old  Mill  Farmhouse,  an 
atoecthreflve-bedRxim.fourreception  room  house,  overlooking  the  River 
Forth,  at  Craigforth,  Stirling.  It  corpes.wtth  an  adjoining  bam.  a  large  garden 
and  an  orchard  (Savills,  0131-226  6961). 


CHEHYl  TAYLOR 


Edited  and  introduced  by  Ruth  Gledhill 


MARKET  COMMENT 


DREAM  HOMES  OF  THE  ACTRESSES 


There  are  many  men  and  women  preachers 
throughout  Britain  delivering  fine,  well- 
constructed,  enjoyable  sermons,  who  deserve 
recognition  beyond  their  own  congregations  but 
who  foil  to  achieve  iL  Ruth  GledhilL  religious 
affaire  correspondent  of  The  Times,  recognised 
this,  and  the  result  was  The  Times  Preacher  of 
the  Year  Award  1995.  The  collected  sermons  for 
1995  and  1996  have  since  become  bestsellers. 

Here  are  30  sermons  shortlisted  for  this 
year's  competition.  They  constitute  The  Times 
Best  Sermons  Jar  I99S.  They  are  the  thoughts 
of  preachers  from  all  denominations, 
encompassing  a  variety  of  styles  of  worship. 
Together  they  proride  a  source  of  enjoyment 
and  spiritual  enrichment  that  will  make  them 
a  valued  companion  for  anyone  trying  to 
make  sense  ol  the  challenge  of  faith  in  our 
complex  world. 

You  can  buy  The  Times  Best  Sermons  for 
199S  for  the  special  price  of  £7.99,  £2  less 
than  the  cover  price.  It  is  a  splendid  book  to  | 
buy  for  yourself  or  ro  give  as  a  gift 


THE  THAMES  is  a  powerful  3 

dividing  line  To  the  north,  in  t  \  V  VPark  L— ^P3,  _Jjj 
South  Kensington.  Chelsea  r . \  -Sf?-  vj j  1 

and  Fulham,  prices  rose  as  jj 

dramatically  as  anywhere  in  F- '  1 

London  in  the  first  half  of  this  £  "  ; 

year,  to  the  south.  Battersea  c  i  /JpL  "J 

has  been  the  beneficiary  of  the 
overspill  as  would-bc  Ken-  v  jutu#  > 

singteenics  and  Fulhamites  k  \  \ 

have  been  priced  out  of  the 
market.  Yet  experts  point  out 

that  it  is  doing  Battersea  a  disservice  to  regard  it  as  the  poor 
man's  South  Ken.  anil  an  average  price  rise  of  around  30  per 
cent  between  May  1996  and  May  1997  proves  their  point 
Wandsworth  has  the-  river,  an  abundance  of  parks  and 
commons,  shops  and  restaurants.  Admittedly,  it  has  no  Tube 
line,  but  trains  from  Clapham  Junction  take  five  minutes  to 
Waterloo  or  Victoria,  with  the  City  40  minutes' journey  door-to- 
door.  Frequent  bus  services  take  25  minutes  to  the  West  End. 

The  lack  of  Tube  connections  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
markedly  lower  prices.  The  agent  John  D.  Wood,  which  is 
selling  Angharad  Rees's  house,  believes  that  the  £1-3  million 
property  could  be  compared  with  those  in  Glebe  Place.  Chelsea, 
where  a  similar  house  is  for  sale  for  £1.75  million. 
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PRUNELLA  SCALES  and 
TIMOTHY  WEST,  the  act- 
tors.  have  a  large  detached, 
yellow  stucco-fronted  Vk> 
torian  house  on  the  edge  of 
Wandsworth  Common  in 
Southwest  London.  They 
have  lived  in  the  four-storey 
house,  which  has  a  conser¬ 
vatory'  and  garden  at  the 
back,  for  28  years,  but 
spend  most  of  their  week¬ 
ends  on  board  their  60ft 
narrow-boat  moored  on  the 
Kenner  and  Avon  canal 


Mr/Mra/M»/M*s - 


OraoM  ir>ir  MaMeiCard/Vtea  c«d  no. 


Mdreas  — - - 


Rflawwvjm# _ cctfMs  at  The  Thrm  Best  Semwns  for 

IB9S  a  C7A9  each  find  pSpL  a  umg  rt  *2. 1  erefcw  a 
chaqua/POft)  mid*  payanteta  The  T*noa  FTU3S 


Voter - Card  No — - 

Plessa  write  name  and  address  on  back  or  oil  cheques 


PiW  Name - - —  Exp.  Dais _ 

Signature  — ■  - Ostt - 

$Md  coupon  and  nsneonce  kt  7tn  Tiros  8as  Scrmcns 

FTW3S.  PO  Sox  34S.  Fateoutft  TFH1 2VX 

Allow  SS  day*  fwdeOvwytreoi  receipt  o(  order. 

No  date*  for  leas  In  trenet  can  be  made  teterSQ  days. 

K  dteMM,  pleaw  return  the  booh/s  wttta  Mean  days 
for  a  U  refund-  The  offer  Is  subject  to  reaMbORy. 

Piwae  tick  boc>  you  do  not  wWi  to  raeenie  tenter  i  I 
delete  (ram  tin  firms  or  QompenleiBsprerea  tyre.  ! - I 


delete  (ram  The  Times  or  compefllei  apprewa  ty  us. 


HOVVE\'ER.  the  broad  architectural  range  is  very  different  in 
Battersea.  The  area  distinguishes  itself  in  the  yuppie  maritet 
with  a  number  of  classy  Victorian  school  conversions  (including 
The  Milage,  where  Viscount  Unley  was  an  early  purchaser). 
Buyers  can  expect  lo  pay  £600,000  or  £700.000  for  a  three- 
bedroom  flat,  and  even  one-bedroom  units  cost  £250.000-plus. 

One  recent  resale  fetched  well  over  £1  million.  New  river-view 
blocks  in  north  Battersea,  such  as  Albert  Bridge  House  or 
Norman  Foster's  building.  Riverside  One.  command  £500,000 
to  £2  million.  The  premium,  as  for  Miss  Rees's  house,  lies  in  the 
watery  panorama  and  proximity  to  Chelsea. 

Further  down  the  market,  and  in  contrast  to  South 
Kensington's  grand,  stucco-fronted  properties,  the  bulk  of 
Battersea's  housing  stock  consists  of  three  or  four-bedroom  bay- 
windowed  Victorian  houses.  These  are  likely  to  be  in  areas  such 
as  Little  India  (off  Battersea  Pari;  Road),  the  Diamond 
Conservation  Area  (off  Queenstown  Road)  or  the  enclave  ofThe 
Sisters,  and  cost  between  £250,000  and  £400.000.  The  only 
option  within  Battersea  is  the  enclave  of  properties  around 
Prince  of  Wales  Drive,  from  £600.000. 


LESLEY  JOSEPH,  the  act¬ 
ress,  lives  in  a  five- 
bedroomed  Victorian  house 
overlooking  Wandsworth 
Common  in  Southwesr 
London,  with  her  two  child¬ 
ren.  Elizabeth  and  Andrew. 
The  redbrick  property,  with 
large  bay  windows,  was 
bought  for  £450.000  last 
year  after  Miss  Joseph  sold 
her  house,  less  than  a  mile 
away  in  Clapham.  Neigh¬ 
bouring  houses  are  fetching 
up  to  £700,000. 


Faith  Glasgow 


NANO'  LAM,  the  tele¬ 
vision  presenter  and  owner 
of  Enak  Enak.  a  popular 
restaurant  in  Battersea  in 
South  London,  lives  with 
her  husband.  Ben.  and  their 
dogs,  in  a  small  Edwardian 
semi-detached,  modernised 
house  in  nearby  Tooting. 
The  house,  with  a  bay- 
windowed  front  room  and  a 
conservatory  and  roof  ter¬ 
race  at  the  back,  has  a  large 
sculptured  pond  that  domi¬ 
nates  the  rear  garden. 


HOUSE  PRICES  in  Kanningwni  south  of  Westminster 

the  Divtslon  Beil  of  the  Houses  of  Parijement.  wentup  20 

six  months  of  this  year,  accorOi^toa^Wlnlo^^GeOT^toTSOTd 

houses.  Including  those  around 

£400.000  for  three  to  four  bedroorns.  One  and  two-oaarooni  flats  oeiwwn 
£65b000and  £120.000  are  being  snapped  up  by  MPs  looking  for  a  London 
pipcWKerre.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Walworth  Rood,  a  three-bedroom 
Victorian  terraced  houses  can  be  had  from  £130n00.  oonti  1 

London  buyers  looking  for  second  homes  are  the  driving  force  on  the  north 

Norfolk  coast,  where  prices  geuned  up  »  .12  per  cent  this  yearly  BKh^b-  | 

Brick  and  flint  cottages  from  Blakeney  to  Hunstanton,  are  sought-after  and 

cost  from  £80,000  for  three  bedrooms.  Pehod  nacomes  w/tfurp  to  erght 

bedrooms  and  five  acres  of  land  fetch  from  £300000. 

South  of  Norwich,  villages,  such  as  Stoke  Holy  Cross  and  Saxllngvatn^ _ 

Nethergateare  popular  with  Norwich  commuters,  with  prices  from  £150.ooo 
for  a  detached  ttvee-bedroom  character  cottage. 

The  prospect  of  a  Scottish  partfament  a  not  datemng.Englsh  bujwrs 
looking  for  family  homes  north  of  the  border.  They  still  account  for30  per 
cent  of  the  market  tor  Scottish  country  houses,  according  to  Knight  Frank. 
Country  houses  with  up  to  eight  bedrooms  and  15  acres  In  Permsnire.  oesamg 
around  £500,000,  are  In  demand,  particularly  those  with  shooting  or  fishing. 
_ 1 _  -  — ■  — ■  ■  !■  ■■  ■■(!  ■  ■nn  r  n 
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oi  a  house  with  an  oyster  look 


MGEL  COATES 


Penn  | 


l^et  Bloom's  ultra-modern  boosing  in  central  Rotterdam 


What  does  the 
future  hold  for 
our  new  homes? 
Nigel  Coates,  an 
architect  and  professor  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Art,  may  have 
the  answer.  His  design  for  a 
two-storey  glass  and  wood 
house  shaped  Eke  an  oyster 
shell  has  just  won  a  new 
architectural  prim  m  the  “Con¬ 
cept  House  V8"  com  petition. 
The  house  will  be  the  highlight 
of  next  year's  Ideal  Home 
exhibition. 

We  all  have  a  stake  in  what  ~ 
our  new  homes  look  tike:  The 
latest  Government  figures  esti¬ 
mate  that  more  titan -four 
million  new  homes  need  to  be 
built  in  the  next  20  years: 
Much  of  the  debate  has 
focused  on  the  loss  of  our., 
green  fields.  But  just  as  impor¬ 
tant  is  that  these  new  homes 
should  include  at  least  some  of 
challenging  design. 

It  was  such  a  hope  that  led  to 
the  birth  of  the  oyster  house: 
In  an  effort  to  stimulate  good 
modern  architecture,  the  exhi¬ 
bition  organisers  invited 
architects  to  build  a  commer¬ 
cially  viable  E 100.000  house 
which  would  show  visitors  “an 
exciting  and  dynamic  idea  of 


Rachel  Kelly 

previews  the 
glass  house 
set  to  be 
the  1998  Ideal 
Home  star 


what  the  contemporary  house 
can  look  like”.  The  brief  was 
that  tiie  house  should  be  a 
showcase  for  new  teduiology 
and  show  an  awareness  of 
“flexible  Irving  and  working”. 
..  The  bouseis  designed  to  sit 
on  a  star-shaped  deck,  with 
partly  enclosed  .  bedroom 
spaces;  upstairs  and  an  all- 
glass  lower  level,  with  folding 
windows  opening  up  to  the 
surrounding  garden.  -  ' 

There  are  four  doors  at  each 
comer,  and  roller 

shutters  rise  from  the  floor  at 
the  flick  of  a  switch.  Another 
switch  turns  the  triptegfazed 
windows  opaque:  Upstairs, 
the  private  quarters  are  lii  by  a 
central  glazed  skylight.  The 
hSOQsqft  of  space  cab  be 


O  Centre!  skyfight  made  from 
Hostaflon’  -  an  inflatable 


CS  Roof,  on  timber  frame, 
/  is  covered  with  metallic 


liif  is  covered  with  metallic 
roofing  felt 


©Diagonal  oval  window 
emphasises  diagonal 
thrust  of  house 


V  glazed  glass  with  steel 
frames.  The  glass  Is  dourly  but 
dears  when  a  switch  is  pressed 


Star  shaped  wooden  deck, 
built  from  cedar,  allows 
for  different  terrains  and  draws 
building  and  setting  together 


divided,  with  two  bedrooms 
and  bathrooms.  Each  half  has 
its  own  staircase. 

The  total  cost  of  the  house, 
including  the  cost  of.  the  land, 
would  be  about  000,000.  - 
Professor  Coates,  who  has 
designed  furniture,  bars  in 
Tokyo,  the  Jigsaw  shops  and. 
more  recently,  the  National 
Centre  for  Popular  Music  in 
Sheffield,  says:  “The  oyster 
house  has  a  blobby  spaceship 
fed:  Although  it  fits  into  the 
landscape,  it  also  appears  that 
it  has  just  arrived.  It  is  about 
freedom  of  spirit:  a  house  that 
doesn't  prescribe  how  you 
should  live  in  it" 

His  house  develops  the 
ideas  of  I  oft-living  which  have 
been  so  successful  in  the  urban 


flats  market  Professor  Coates 
says.  “Just  as  lofts  offer  a 
‘space'  for  you  to  use  in  your 
own  way.  this  house  reflects 
the  changes  in  how  people  live 
together  and  the  rial  life 
extensions  of  the  ‘family* 
group  to  incorporate  work, 
friends  and  relations." 

Tim  Pyne,  an  architect  and 
director  of  Work,  the  company 
which  is  to  build  the  house  for 
the  exhibition,  was  one  of  nine 
judges.  The  house  gives 
people  the  chance  to  see  open- 
plan  living,"  he  says.  “People 
are  (ending  towards  flexibility. 
yet  rigid  designs,  with  small, 
boxy  roams,  still  dominate.” 

While  British  design  has 
advanced  in  other  areas,  much 
of  our  new  housing  is  marked 


by  stifling  uniformity.  In  a 
1994  Gallup  poll  for  the  Royal 
Institution  of  British  Archi¬ 
tects.  60  per  cent  of  those 
polled  dismissed  new  house 
design  as  “nothing  special", 
"mediocre"  or  “appalling". 

Significantly,  at  Nov¬ 
ember's  promotion  for 
British  design,  hosted 
by  Tony  Blair  and  Sir 
Terence  Conran,  housing  was 
notable  by  its  absence.  Sir 
Terence  has,  in  the  past, 
lambasted  the  “terrible,  tacky 
boxes"  that  pass  for  modem 
architecture.  Others,  such  as 
the  Council  for  the  Protection 
of  Rural  England,  have  said 
that  much  modem  housing 
jars  with  existing  local  archi¬ 


tecture.  Different  architectural 
dialects  are  flattened  by  large- 
scale  developments. 

But  would  anyone  want  to 
live  in  an  oyster  house?  The 
open-plan  home  would  not  be 
to  everyone's  taste. 

Builders  are  sceptical. 
Research  by  the  House  Build¬ 
ers'  Federation  suggests  that 
most  buyers  want  traditional 
designs.  Moreover,  few  plan¬ 
ning  authorities  .are  likely  io 
sanction  oyster  houses. 

Earlier  this  month.  Harin¬ 
gey  council  in  London  refused 
permission  to  build  a  futuristic 
modem  house  by  the  architect 
Ron  Arad  in  Hampstead, 
despite  Sir  Jocelyn  Stevens, 
the  head  of  English  Heritage, 
championing  the  scheme  as  an 


example  of  brave,  modem 
architecture.  Granting  per¬ 
mission  would  have  meant 
pulling  down  an  existing 
house  on  the  site  —  a  problem 
which  dogs  many  such  cases 
and  helps  explain  the  lack  of 
good  modem  houses. 

One  scheme  that  has  won 
plaudits  is  Piet  Bloom's  mod¬ 
em  housing  in  Rotterdam  (top 
left).  Bur  how  can  builders 
know  what  the  public  wants  if 
they  do  not  offer  much  choice? 
There  are  signs  that  consum¬ 
ers  do  wish  for  more  innova¬ 
tive  design.  The  number  of 
people  wanting  to  build  their 
own  homes  is  growing  — 
witness  the  success  of  maga¬ 
zines  such  as  Individual 
Homes.  About  25,000  such 


homes  are  built  each  year. 

Julian  Owen,  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Self-Building  Archi¬ 
tects.  says  that  one  in  ten 
buyers  struggles  to  find  the 
house  he  or  she  wants. 

In  the  RIBA  survey  men¬ 
tioned  above.  3  per  cent  of 
house-buyers  indicated  a  pref¬ 
erence  for  modem  houses. 
That  could  mean  about  45.000 
new  modem  houses  every 
year  —  perhaps  a  few  oyster 
houses  among  them. 

•  The  Oyster  House  will  shown  be 
at  the  1998  Ideal  Home 
Exhibition.  Earls  Court,  west 
London.  March  H-April  IX 
m  Branson  Coates  Architecture. 
017 1-490  034X. 

9  Additional  research  by 
Mark  Cropper. 
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ITALY 


t  TUSCANY, 

|  LUCCA  HILLS 
|  COUNTRY  HOUSES 
|  FOR  SALE 

♦  160-190  sqjn  finely 

♦  restructured  with 

«  swimming  pool,  land, 
X  olive  trees  and  a 
X  natural  park. 

♦  For  information  call 
X  0039  583  495045  or 
i  0039360652387 
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INTEREALTY 

MarbeOa's  Praoitr 
Estate  Agency 
GET  WISE 

Pnfl  INTEREALTY*S  Qgiaant 
Carter  and  get  a  £500  Suprise 

row 

Ittwan  3  day  Inyffrion  Visit 
bmar  dr  20tb  Deoamber 
CALX.  NOW  FOR  MOBE 
JNTOUUnON  sad  a  cap,  «T 
iMmintAcrCriwr 


Golf  Coaat  Ganmncaad  ramol 
wtboamm.  FTA  01202  884440 


FLORIDA 

NrCcktoarina  CSty  and  Disney 
4  beds.  2  barbs.  Dining  ram. 
Open  Inriy  room.  EN-a  Jotchcn. 

Seaeenod-beaed  pooL  oner 
looting  bfcc.  2  Cor  gaage  in  qoiet 
cal-de-sac-  Ftafly  hminbed. 

Rdnaamsale. 
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LONDON  RENTALS 


ARE  YOU  taafttog  Load 0«aJ 
fsamwil  Eatneaa  kata  gnatoy 


London  (or  kos  or  abort 
nwa  0121  224  J773- 


CANADA 


Tefc  91  £72  5U 135  24  fan 
Fkc  01472 51 1137 
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STYLISH  LIVING 
IN  THE  HEART 
OF  LONDON 


TR.E 


Sceptre  Court  has  been  | 
designed  for  discerning  | 
individuals  looking  for 
luxurious  apartments  | 

right  in  the  centre  of  * 
the  capital.  With  the  A 
Rsver  Thames,  the  9 
Tower  of  London  and  ® 
The  City  dose  by  and  j 
the  thriving  Docklands 
to  tin  east .  Sceptre  Court 
provides  the  perfect 


J,  St  2  BED  APARTMENTS 
£120^000  -  £230^000 
OPENING  HOURS 
MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  ' 

1U0AMTDA30PM 
SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 
10  AM -TO  5  PM  ■ 

SALESOFFId: 

ENSIGN  STREET,  LONDON  El 


fir  et  lifestyle  comhtmni 
sophistication  with  the 


FRANCE 


FOR  SALE  IN 
COGNAC  REGION 


English  Courtyard  have  a  limited  number  of  luxury  rMvwneju 
bouses  &  flats  available  au- 

TaaiceslBcNorthants  -  LanhanvKenl 
Halstead,  Essex  -  Lane  End,  Nr  Marlow,  Bucks 
Prices  from  £175,000  to  L2S4SOO 
Freephone  0800  220858  quoting  ret  RD8 

<  HnUaW  Sucrl  f  ll»Iljbl  Sum 

temapoa  W*  Wti  -JLT 


Pries  from  £801000  -  £4m 


Worlx)  Class  Homes 
Free /one  OSOQ  508984 


k&mabawt +44  IS:  5536294 
emauodbstBdamOddjpipacam 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


W14b  Qolat  Isaac  fen  3  dtila  bad 
wwnhaa.  osta.  a/at  nfca.  5  rates 
tnbn.  EZyQ  pw-  0181  748  2442 


vm  Qatot  tan  fern  2  mate  bad 


BRAMHAM 
GARDENS  SW5 

Uaay  lafiocrBaL 
Bmpriai  lenteg  eMobsfcour 
Ont  ekdi  2  itaddt  htdraeat 
■Milan  hi rtlr baft  nni 

Fady  t^+vrei  taa 
Lage  tcnaceDMa-toinaaE  padca  >4BK 
Cnsamr  la.  tfiaton  I  year 


I  Tel:  0171 225  3 i 


morzeve  I  ^Change  your  view  of  retiremeni 


Duplex  apartroem  ia  ski  1 

cbateL  Btceflent  location , 

and  views. 
£63,000  negotiabte. 

TeL  00  9714489862 
Fax:  00  971448700L 


RARE 

Ode  hdfdoifacrad 
19th  futixy  Oder  Kotse 

Ta  <i  null  *  Oriar  pm  (to 


-  visit  a  Courtyard  today 

English  Courtyard  lead  the  way.  with  beautifully  landscaped  gardens 
and  very  spacious  houses  &  flats  so  you  can  really  relax  in  your  retirement. 

For  nearly  twenty  years.  English  Courtyard  have  built  some  of  the  finest  properties 
in  many  of  l tie  prettiest  market  towns  and  villages  throughout  England. 

Prices  from  £155,000  to  £220,000  in 

Cambridgeshire,  Cheshire,  Essex,  Surrey,  Warwickshire  &  West  Sussex 
Access  our  Website  on  www.engUshcourtyard.co.uk  or 
Freephone  0800  220  858 for  further  details  quoting  ref  NDB 


Width  7J  m. 

Haqbe  &Sdl 

550,000  F*= 

0033  231640492 


• — aaato.,  ■  ■  -  .?jg ; 
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10  -  home  life 


WEEKEND  •  SATURDAY  OECEMBERjZt| 


'I  know  Alexander  can  keep  a  sulk  like  this  going 


for  days.  Perhaps  I  should  send  a  note’ 


Merry  Christmas 


Mister  Stroppy 


So  far.  in  our  house,  we  have  not  put  up 
any  decorations.  .As  children,  my  sister 
and  1  were  nut  allowed  by  our  parents 
to  deck  the  hall  with  so  much  ’as  a  shred  of 
tinsel  before  Christmas  Eve,  a  tradition 
which,  for  no  particular  reason,  t  seem  to  be 
perpetuating.  But  still,  the  place  has  acquired 
a  faintly  festive  look  from  the  snowstorm  of 
little  bits  of  paper  that  cover  every  surface. 

Most  of  these  belong  to  me,  and  are  lists. 
Linder  normal  circumstances  we  dance  to  the 
music  of  a  couple  of  lists:  Shopping,  which 
has  groceries  on  it,  and  Other,  a  great  rolling 
list  of  everything  else.  At  times  of  acute  srress 
(holidays/  Christinas,  whenever  we  are 
supposed  to  be  having  a  jolly  time),  this  great 
Oberlist  spawns  thousands  of  panicky  baby 
lists,  as  I  scribble  down  every  random 
thought  that  floats  info  my  head.  “Xander 
dorhes  for  school  play”  says  one  bit  of  paper. 
“String?  Sealing  wax?  NB  buy  presents  . . 

Meanwhile.  Alexander  has  also  caught  the 
habit  of  committing  every  passing  thought  to 
paper,  and  1  keep  turn¬ 
ing  up  memos  penned  bi¬ 
ll  im.  Some  are  of  a 
practical  nature:  “Sleigh 
landing  pad"  reads  one. 
carefully  positioned  in 
his  bedroom  fireplace. 

Another  announces:  "I 
shall  not  be  ar  Green¬ 
wich  at  Christmas.” 

“Dash  111”  I  imagine 
Father  Christmas 
remarking  to  his  rein¬ 
deer.  “OK.  lads,  as  you 
were.  Tum  left  and  carry 
on  fnr  50  miles.” 

Other  notes  in  Alexan-  JANE  SI 
der's  hand,  however,  are 
gnomic  in  the  extreme.  "Save  up  as  much  as 
you  can."  instructs  one  propped  on  the  piano. 
LGone  to  sea  in  my  boat.  Back  by  morning,” 
announces  another,  while  a  third,  stuck  on 
my  bedroom  door,  reads  —  rather  insulting¬ 
ly.  I  cannot  help  feeling  —  “the  Spanish 
wreck”.  VVharcan  they  all  mean? 

!  would  ask.  if  only  I  dared.  But  I  am  in 
disgrace  at  the  moment.  It  happened  that  last 
week  I  had  the  chance  to  go  away  for  a  couple 
of  days.  So  1  did.  leaving  him  in  the  care  of 
Grandma*  an  arrangement  which  I  thought 
would  bring  me  nothing  but  Brownie  points, 
since  she  is  calmer  than  me.  and  less  given  to 
savage  punishments  involving  loss  of  Star 
Wars  toys.  What  with  all  of  this.  I  felt  certain 
of  a  warm  welcome  on  my  return.  So  when  1 
heard  him  stir  at  dawn.  I  bounced  into  his 
room,  saying:  “Darling,  darling.  I'm  back! 
Did  you  miss  me?"  "No."  said  Darling, 
shortly,  fixing  me  with  a  chilly  stare. 

Ooh  er.  missus.  Alexander's  precocious 


LIFE  AND  SOUL 


JANE  SHILLING 


mastery  of  a  manner  that  would  be  alarming 
in  a  person  ten  times  his  age  has  been  noted 
before  now.  A  friend,  the  father  of  sons  and  a 
whir  ar  child-management,  once  decided  that 
he  would  get  Alexander  to  eat  up  all  his  tea. 
“Let's  see  who  can  finish  their  boiled  egg 
first"  cried  Andrew' jovially.  “No  thank  you.” 
said  Alexander  coldly.  “1  don’t  want  a  race.” 

[  don’t  know  where  he  gels  it  from.  I  am 
sure.  I  am  still  pondering  theenigma  (and  we 
are  still  on  non-speaks)  when  there  flops 
through  the  letterbox  a  copy  of  my  oid  college 
magazine,  a  monochrome  publication  whose 
function  it  is  to  record  the  career,  marital  and 
academic  successes  of  college  members  past 
and  present  —  and  also  their  passing.  This  it 
does  in  a  fashion  clear-sighted  (not  to  say 
disobliging)  enough  to  bring  tears  to  the  eyes 
—  affection  cannot  stand  in  rhe  way  of  truth 
when  an  old  St  Cake's  girl  picks  up  her  pen. 
(Perhaps,  it  occurs  to  me.  this  is  where 
Alexander  gets  it  from,  by  some  process  of 
morphic  resonance.) 

Anyway.  I  pick  up  the 
phone  to  liis  godmother. 
Jessica,  who  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  an  even  harder 
nick  than  St  Cake's. 
“What  about  this?”  I  say: 
“As  a  tutorial  partner, 
she  was  both  stimulating 
and  somewhat  daunt¬ 
ing.’  ”  “Mmm,”  says 
Jess.  "Anything  else?” 

"Several  'did' not  suffer 
.fools  gladly'.”  I  say.  "One 
‘She  was  a  very  sensible 
person.’  and  a  'became 
quite  an  authority  on 
ILLING  butterflies'.”  Nor  a  bad 
bunch,  though  nothing 
to  match  my  all-time  favourite:  “Though 
never  a  pretty  girl.  Betty  was  not  without 
admirers ...” 

Having  once  fallen  into  this  cast  of  mind, 
however,  it  is  terribly  hard  to  shake  off. 
“Though  never  a  competent  hostess."  1  find 
myself  murmuring  as  I  shove  a  trolley-load 
of  cheap  claret  around  Sainsbury’s.  “she  kept 
a  copious  cellar,  of  modest  quality.”  “Her 
excursions  into  maternity,"  I  intone,  as  I 
draw  up  outside  the  house  with  a  dank, 
“were  vigorous,  but  largely  ineffectual.” 

But  really,  it  is  not  very  funny.  From  past 
experience  1  know  that  Alexander  can  keep  a 
sulk  fike  this  going  for  days.  Still,  when  ( get 
in,  there  is  a  further  note  stuck  to  my  door, 
illustrated  with  a  drawing  of  a  person  in 
what  seems  to  be  a  red  velvet  catsuit.  Very 
Miss  Selfridge.  “Elf  in  charge,”  it  says. 
“Merry  Christmas.  Mummy.”  Which  1  take 
to  be.  for  the  time  being  anyway,  a 
declaration  of  Christmas  truce. 


Female  sales  assistants  with  sexy  mouths,  exits  that  are  hard  to  find  and  an  absence  of  docks  are  the  stores’  methods  of  making  you  buy,  buy,  buy 


It’s  in  the  bag 


It  is  the  Saturday  before 
Christmas,  and  you  de¬ 
cide  to  take  your  family 
'  to  buy  those  last  few 
gifts.  You  think  you  know 
roughly  what  you  need,  and 
how  much  you  have  to  spend 
—  but  as  you  step  into  the 
shopping  centre,  there  are 
invisible  forces  at  work. 

We  may  think  we  are  free 
spirits  who  make  our  own 
choices  but  in  fact  enormous 
amounts  of  research  and 
money  have  gone  into  man¬ 
ipulating  the  shopper  for  the 
benefit  of  the  shop  manager, 
cajoling  us  into  spending  more  ■ 
than  we  ever  intended. 

Inside,  the  seemingly  innoc¬ 
uous  Muzak  is  skilfully  var¬ 
ied.  It  speeds  up  around  11am 
and  again  near  4pm,  the  times 
when  our  biorhythms  would 
otherwise  slow  us  to  a  natural 
low.  Hard-bitten  store  manag¬ 
ers  did  not  always  believe  that 
this  would  work,  until  they 
were  shown  videos  of  tired 
shoppers  perking  up  and  scan¬ 
ning  the  store  more  actively. 
Indeed,  researchers  have 
shown  that  cows  produce 
more  milk  within  earshot  of  a 
quickening  pace. 

The  family  is  lured  deeper 
into  the  store.  They  quickly 
lose  sense  of  time,  for  docks 
are  banned.  It’s  also  going  to 
be  hard>to  get  out  for  exits  are 
far  away  and  difficult  to  find. 
Faint  douds  of  ionone  mdle- 


Shoppers  may  think  they  have  a  choice,  but,  says 
David  Bodanis,  they  are  being  subtly  manipulated 


cules  —  the  active  chemical  in 
the  odour  of  fresh  hay  —  are 
likely  to  be  emanating  from 
ventilation  ducts,  making 
them  feel  strangely  at  ease. 

There  is  a  delay  at  the  lifts, 
and  the  store  has  to  prevent 
shoppers  from  getting  restless. 
The  simplest  solution  is  to  put 
mirrors  on  the  walls  between 
the  elevators,  for  it  is  almost 
compulsive  at  least  to  glance  at 
your  reflection.  (According  to 
one  poll,  men  claimed  never  to 
look  at  themselves  in  shop 
windows,  but  video  evidence 
showed  them  twice  as  likely  to 
do  so  than  women.) 

The  next  best  thing  to  keep 
shoppers  happy  while  they 
wait  is  to  install  an  informa¬ 
tion  display  near  the  lift:  as 
many  as  one  in  three  people 
are  curious,  or  nervous, 
enough  to  stop  and  check 
location  derails. 

Some  stores  even  keep  one 
lift  with  its  doors  permanently 
open.  People  march  in.  and 
although  they  end  up  waiting 
as  long  as  tii^y  would  have 
outside,  they  invariably  feel 
better  huddling  inside  than 
out. 

Indeed,  at  one  airport  it  took 
two  minutes  to  walk  to  the 
carouse]  where  the  luggage 


arrived,  and  eight  minutes  for 
the  luggage  to  appear.  Cus¬ 
tomers  were  unhappy,  so 
managers  redesigned  the  path 
so  that  it  rook  eight  minutes  to 
walk  to  the  carousel.  Luggage 
“magically"  arrived  a  bare  two 
minutes  later,  and  complaints 
dropped. 


At  the  dothes  shop, 
women  happily 
plunge  in  while  dad 
is  more  likely  to  be 
spotted  on  video  cameras  wait¬ 
ing  fearfully  inside  the  ent-. 
ranee.  Stores  try  hard  to  help 
men.  In  expensive  boutiques, 
female  sales,  personnel  are 
often  trained  to  greet  buyers 
with  their  mouths  slightly 
open  —  a  sexy  trick  copied 
from  air-hostess  manuals. 

In  medium-price  stares,  tine 
most  over-priced  jeans  or 
shirts  are  often  put  on  large 
tables  near  the  entry.  This 
wastes  valuable  space,  but 
only  when  the.  psychologically 
'  crucial  “petting”  of  the  fabrics 
has  taken  place  is  there  much 
chance  of  a  sale. 

At  all  stores,  wall  displays 
are  designed  to  appeal  in 
different  ways  to  men  and 
women.  Men  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  resist  a  sexy 
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100%  Wool 

Dressing  Gowns 

Tartan  and  Rain  T" 

ANY  SIZE. 

ANY  LENGTH  j£ 

LADIES  ANO  # 

GENTLEMEN  # 

G-D-S  SHIRTS  T 
FREEPOST9.  Jz 
THURSO  KW14  7DB 
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GOLD  OOINS 


Available  now  at  wires 


SOVEREIGNS 


peatable  p 
MS  ONLY 


rices! 


£70  EACH  condition) 

PETER  MORRIS .  PO  Box  223.  Bromley.  Kent 
BR1  4EO.  Tel  0181  313  3410.  Fax  0181  466  8502 


As  Essential  as  your  lipstick 

The  oew  ‘Fragrance  Pen'  from  Canale  tic  n  ■  iditlablc  pcruNipctl  perfume  vial,  fUkd  with 
SnJ  fine  frtgcoEc,  tint  it  perfect  for  any  occasion. 

/Zi  .  -  •  At cvnrtntmJ atfoar cmO errd  . 

•*V  ...  Gilt btrurtJ,  with  rcTJUng  fbnnd. 

Only  £5M  toe  pltf . 
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•'  "  ‘  .  Cad tan  -  A  floral  aldehyde  chyprc  comlimzlloa. 
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THE  VELVET  NORFOLK  HAT 


BEST  EVER  JANUARY 


£23 

Plus  £2 


STARTS  9am  SATURDAY  27th  DECEMBER 


UP 

TO 


40%  OFF 


+  INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  +  FREE  UK  DELIVERY 


.95  .  Ideal  Christmas  Presents! 

P&P  verY  best  velvet  has  been  used  to  make  this 

classic  winter  hat.  The  wide  brim  offers  protection 
from  the  weather  but  still  allows  the  hat  to  be 
folded  flat  for  traveL  Warm  and  wonder- 
fully  soft.  Hand  washable£23.95  plus 
^  P&P*  Ooloios:  Chocolate  Brown, 

Pit  y.p  IjUpPr  Sires.  S^54-55cm,  M  56-57cm,  L  58cm 

0m  3^8998 

Nrriblk  Hats,  Unit  7,  The  Talina  Centre, 


I  Made  In  EngLmd  gSuSn 

I  ft™*  sp*ifr  if  T*M  <b  net  wtdi  to  teedve  death  of  edict  o&s.  \ 


mm 


EVERY  CONCEIVABLE  SIZE  OF  GEORGIAN’  STYLE  DMSG  TABLE  +  ONE  HUNDRED  DIFFERENT  STYLES  OF  CHAIRS 


Simply  call 

0345  090979  <at local  rate) 

and  we'll  send  one  of  our  beautiful,  handmade, 
miniature  Christinas  cakes  anywhere  in 
the  UK  in  time  for  Christmas  for  just 

£4.99  +  £1.00  p+p. 


EVQn  SIZE  &  STYLE  OF  VICTORIAN  DINING  TABLE  EVERY  ANTIQUE  STYLE  OF  DESK  IX  EVERY  CONCEIVABLE  SIZE 


The  worlds  largest  display  of  fine  Englsh  solid  Mahogany,  Walnut,  Yew 
&  Birdseye  Maple  antique  replica  furniture  made  by  mastercraftsmen  to 
a  standard  unsurpassed  this  century. 

Mon-Sat  9am-5.30pm  -  Arew  Years  Day  10am  -  5.3Gp»i 


BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 


32  SCHOOL  CLOSE,  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE.,  BURGESS  HILL 
(BETWEEN  GATWTCK  &  BRIGHTON)  WEST  SUSSEX  RH 1 5  QRX 


=Tel:  01444  246577= 


Lines  are  open  from  7am  to  midnight  on 
Saturday  20th  fir  Sunday  21st  December. 

Offer  doses  Sunday  21st  December  at  midnight/' 
Offer  subject  to  availability.  In  the  event  of  over 
subscription  Celebration  Cake  Company 
reserve  the  tight  to  offer  a  suitable  alternative. 


Celebration  Cake  Company.  Maun  Way,  Soughton, 
Newark,  Nottinghamshire.  NG22  9ZD. 


■P^ACTQALStZE 
"  OF CAKE.  IS 
APPROXIMATELY 
StaaxMu 


I 


photo  or  drawing  —  the  pupils 
of  their  eyes  are  liable  to 
expand  by  2  per  cent  simply  by 
seeing  the  word  “nude”. 
Women,  however,  turn  to  dis¬ 
plays  that  show  success  in 
group  activities,  such  as  a 
bunch  of.  chatty  friends  being 
attracted  by  a  new  aerobics 
outfit 

Men',  are  uncomfortable 
with  that  and  several  Armani 
outlets  have  gone  so  far  as  io 
have  only  single  samples  of- 
suits  on  display,  rather  than 
entire  racks,  to  emphasise 
individuality. 

There  is  nothing  in  the 
clothing  store,  so  the  family 
tries  another  department  then 
another.  They  think  they  are 
the  ones  deciding  what  they 
choose,  burthat  is  unlikely  if 
you  are  in  a  hurry.  Items  with 
a  low  mark-up  tend  to  be 
stored  in  narrow  aisles,  which 
shoppers  rush  through.  It  is  in 
the  slower,  wide  aisles,  where  : 
the  family  is  likely  to  meander, 
that  items  with  the  highest 
profit  margins  go.  •  ' 

Since  we- also  tend  to  look 
straight  ahead,  shelves  at  eye- 
level  usually  have  die  worst 
bargains  of  all.  In  the  business 
these  are  called  “hotspots”,  a 
place  where  you  are  twice  as 


likely  to  buy  than  anywhere 
else. 

When  tired  a  family. will 
•make  selections  following 
rules  of  thumb  —  almosi  all  of 
which  are  wrong.  Items  that 
are  widely  advertised  are  often 
felt  to  be  the  best  but  branded 
goods  often  cost  50  per  cent 
more  titan  the  same  item  in  a 
less  celebrated  container.  ; 

The  wife  reaches  for  kraihen 
paper  coweis  —  there  will  Sea 
lot  of  cooking  over  Christmas 

—  and  instinctively  selects  the 
mega-paefc  roll,  assuming  it 
will  ber  .tbe  cheapest .  But 
manufacturers,  knowihai.cqn- 
sumers  reason  this  way/  arid 
regularly  take  -advantage  of  it 
One  company  macfe.sure  that 
there  were . Jfeyer  'pieces  of 
paper  pn:;«a^-Tofl  pi'  its 
biggest  :pacfcsi'-'>’so  .that  /  the 
average'  pnceper  sheet  of 
kitchen.; towel  was  actually 
higher. 

-  Finally^  when  ail  the -goods 
are  gathered.  dad  reaches  for 
his  store  credit  card.  Stores 
only  receive  a  profit  from  those 
sfiqjpers  who  accumulate  in¬ 
terest  charges:  big  stores  often 
hunt  through  data  banks  to 
find  people  reputedly  slow  at 
paying  back  debts.  As  you  trot, 
hands  full,  back  to  your  car, 
you  chuckle  quietly  to  your¬ 
self:  that  seems  to  have  gone  as 
planned. 

Which  is  exactly  what  the 
storekeeper  thinks. 


CALL.017J6S06S60 


ANTIQUE  DESKS 


Large  Stocks  of  old  desks.  Oak,  Mahogany, 
Walnut,  Victoria,  Edwardian,  Rolloop,  Cylinder, 
Partner’s,  Dickens  and  Pedestal  Desks. 

Free  delivery  within  mainland  UK- 


DON  SPENCER  ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 

(01926)  499857  -  (01926)  407989 
MobOe  0836  525755 
www.AntIqne-desk.co.uk ' 


OLD  DESKS  PURCHASED 

36 A,  Market  Place,  Warwick.  (Beneath  Vintage  Antique  Centre) 
. _ •  .wwwjnrtqpe-dedLcojk 


Free  survey.  Fasr  installation.  24-hour  call  but.  Full  warranty. 

ail  Qrwrire  0800 715 422 ext.  2073 


TeL No -  - -  Cftt|||i<|I| 

SanrahScaiiiifo.Dep(  1 120,  FREET05T  2073, 

Animet  Ham  SPIO  3BR. 

The  world's  most  chosen  staxrliji  _ 
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country  life  - 11 


Satisfymg  the  pining  for  a  real  Christmas  tree,  while  whistling  The  Holly  and  the  Ivy,  leaves  the  family  cold  and  silently  glum 

essthan  a  weekto  gq  to  Christinas. V 
and  I  am  about  to  give  my  annual.- 


-  yuletide  performance, 

t-or  this  I  gather  my  family  around  me. 
the°1  wannly  in  heavy  coats  and 
them  to  be  brave  as.  we  trudge  out  .to ' 
jnopdcwn  the  Christmas  tree.  Nomatter 
hmv  mild  it  might  be,  and  despite  the  fact  . 
r3.1  ?F.  “I  Boing  less  than  400  yards,  T- 
reel  obliged  to  dress;  as  for  the  AicticCfr-  - 

oe  and  urge  them  to  do  the  same;  rabbit- 
mr  cap  with- ear  flaps  is  the  preferred 
headgear.  The  Dearer  I- 'can  get  to  the 
Doctor  Zhivago  look,  die  happier  I  am. 

To  be  truthful,  there  is  another  scene-  '' 
which  precedes  this  little  melodrama.  . 
This  is  where  1  hunt  few  the  axe  and, .file 
in  hand,  place  the  hickory  shaft  between  - 
my  knees  and  attempt  to  .sharpen  the 
hard,  steel  axe-head.  1  do  this  with  the 
concentration  of  a  lumberjack  bound  for 
a  forest,  but  the  results  invariably  make  a 
butter  knife  look  lethal  by  comparison.  ■ 
The  Tain  forests,  of  the  world  have  . 
nothing  to  fear  from  my  axe.  This  is 
because  I  attempt  the  sharpening  trick 
only  once  a  year,  and  the  sure  way  to 
learn  to  sharpen  an  axe-  is  by  doing  it 


Last  chop  for  the  jolly  axeman 


wary  day forayeanurtil  you understand 
that  wood  yiebte  only  to  an  axe  honed  to  a 
suitable  shape,  too  sharp  and  it  sticks, 
too  rounded  and  it  bounces  off. 

-  The;  panicky  days-  before  Christmas 
axe.  not  thg  best  time  to  grasp  this 
subtlety.  However"  I  give  the  axe  a  few 
half-hearted  bat  well  inteotioned  scrapes 
with  fee  fite- and  feen.  as  custom 
requires,  t  swing  it  over  my  shoulder  and 
up  the  MI -we  march.  I  am  usually 

whistling  The  Holly  and  Ivy.  Tbe  farnjjy 

are  sflenoy  glum.  .  . 

It  was  with  great  forethought  that  our 
predecessor  hoe  filled  a  corner  of  a  field 
by  planting  young  Christinas  trees. 
There  weie.oniy  about  2Q.ofthem,  so  they 
were  neither  a  commercial  enterprise 
requiring  manapeinppt.  nor  sufficiently 
valuable  to  need  guarding  from  thieves. 
We  .simply  enjoy  harvesting  one  each 
year^  bringing  it  home  and  thanking  it 
for  the  pleasure  it  has  given  us  before 


throwing  it  on  the 
bonfire,  usually, 
around  Easter. 

It  is  part  of  the 
ritual  that  I  "chop”  it 
down,  and  here  ties 
the  problem;  Does 
anyone  know  how  to 
chop  down  a  tree?  Is 
there  anyone  left 
with  the  axe-wield¬ 
ing  sldDs  to  take  chip 
after  chip  from  the 
trunk  of  tree  till  it 
falls,  safely,  in  the 
right  place?  l  don't 
mean  a  spindly, 
juvenile  fir,  but  a  proper,  folly  grown 
tree.  I  think  of  this  every  year  at  this  time 
as  I  attack  the  poor  little  Christinas  tree 
with  the  axe.  If  bounces,  ft  bruises,  it 
splinters,  but  it  does  not  cut  If  die  tree 
yields,  ft  does  so  out  of  sympathy.  In  fact 


PAUL  HEINEY 


most  years,  I  have 
stomped  back  to  the 
barn,  Christmas 
spirit  evaporating, 
and  fetched  a  saw. 

Once  the  tree  is 
lying,  we  grab  it  by 
the  trunk  and  drag  it 
home.  It  is  usually 
too  tall  to  fit  in  the 
house,  and  then  be¬ 
gins  the  argument 
about  whether  it  is 
better  to  prune  from 
the  top  or  slash  from 
the  bottom.  Then, 
when  you  might 
think  that  we  had  had  a  bellyful  of  cold, 
prickly  tradition,  we  search  for  more. 

The  next  attack  is  on  the  holly  tree. 
Holly  is  a  male  symbol,  according  to 
rustic  lore,  and  should  be  brought  into 
the  bouse  only  by  a  man.  This  is  a  task 


that  the  family  are  more  than  happy  to 
delegate  to  me  mi  the  principle  that  all 
die  prickly  elements  of  Christmas  might 
as  well  stidc  together. 

the  ivy.  the  female 
symbol  This  is  more  of  a  problem, 
because  ivy  is  in  short  supply. 
There  are  a  few  wisps  of  ir  creeping  up 
the  wall  of  the  stockyard,  and  in  previous 
years  it  was  considered  an  unparalleled 
display  of  meanness  on  my  part  that  even 
at  Christmas  I  was  unwilling  to  part  with 
even  a  few  yards  of  the  stuff.  This  was,  I 
would  say  in  defence,  in  a  good  cause, 
because  shortly  after  Christmas  we 
would  start  lambing  and  there  is. 
according  to  old  wisdom,  nothing  more 
refreshing  fora  newly  delivered  ewe  than 
a  mouthful  of  iyy.  Draping  it  around  the 
house  seemed  a  waste. 

We  have  no  laurel;  only  yew.  which  is 
pretty  but  lethal  to  animals,  and  so  1 


prefer  to  keep  it  in  one  place.  This  means 
that  the  holly  tree  comes  under  consider¬ 
able  attack  every  year  and  shows  its 
disgust  by  failing  to  fruit.  Sterile  holly  is 
considered  a  harbinger  of  bad  luck  if 
brought  into  the  house.  It  would  be  even 
worse  luck  for  the  tree  if  if  did  fruit, 
because  berried  holly  attracts  a  good 
price  and  the  temptation  to  sell  some 
might  be  overwhelming. 

However. !  fear  our  traditional  start  to 
Christmas  may  be  coming  to  an  end.  The 
problem  is  that  there  are  insufficient 
Christmases  in  the  year  to  use  up  our 
trees  at  the  rate  they  are  growing  in 
height,  i  always  fail  to  remember  this  in 
time  to  offer  them  to  people  with  very 
high  ceilings,  and  so  they  grow  and 
grow.  There  is  one  shorter  one  left  for  this 
year,  but  after  that  we  shall  either  be 
looking  for  a  more  accommodating 
home,  perhaps  along  the  lines  of 
Chatsworth.  or  1  shall  have  to  offer  them 
to  the  nation  for.  say.  Trafalgar  Square. 
However,  1  would  warn  the  nation  that 
they  will  have  to  come  and  cut  it  down  for 
themselves.  This  lumberjack  is  retiring. 
Merry  Christmas. 


tihein  to: Tfetl  Wedtend,  The  Times,  !  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN.  They  are  published  on  fee  first  Saturday  of  the  month- 


Lapping  it  up  in  Scotland 


Reindeer  are  back  in  Scotland  after 
2,000  years,  says  Alison  Culliford 


It  is  730am  and  a  crowd 
is  already  gathering  In  a 
Georgian  square  behind 
one  of  London's  better- 
known  department  stores. 
“Aren’t  you  a  gorgeous  thing? 
Oh.  you  Ye  so  beautifuL  Yes. 
yes,  you  are."  coos  an  Amer¬ 
ican  woman. 

The  object  of  her  attention 
shakes  his  antlers  and  rolls  his 
eyes.  He  is  Cradde,  an  eight- 
year-old  reindeer,  and  he  and 
four  comrades  are  being 
coaxed  into  harness  by  a 
softly-spoken  Scotsman,  to 
pull  Santa's  sleigh-  At  the 
same  time  Anush,  a  five: 
month-old  calf,  has  derided  to 
lie  down  in  the  road. 

A  queue  of  motorists  forms 
patiently  behind  her.  not  quite 
believing  what  they  are  seeing. 
A  policeman  tentatively 
pushes  fee  rump  of  one  of  the 
animals  in  an  effort  to  get  past 
"Don't  worry,  they  don’t 
lock.-  says  Tilly  Smith,  the 
reindeer’s  guardian,  who  is 
dressed  in  Eskimo  boots  and  a 
fake-fur  trimmed  jacket.  Her 
husband.  Alan,  has  rgected 
this  attire  for  the  waxed  jacket 
that  he  wears  every  day  — 
which  is  reassuring  for  the 
reindeer,  who  are  puzzled  by 
the  man  in  a  red  coat  and  a 
white  beard  who  keeps 
appearing  from  nowhere. 

Reindeer  are  surprisingly 
small,  short-necked  and  com¬ 
pact  wife  antlers  that  are 
extravagantly  large  for  their 
body  size.  Their  association 
with  Father  Christinas  was 
seated  by  the  American  poet 
Cteroent  C.  Moore  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  last  century, 
when  Prancer  and  Dancer, 
Dormer  and  Biitzen  appeared 
in  a  poem  written  for  his 
children,  entitled  The  Night 
Before  Christmas.  Red-nosed 
Rudolph  wasn't  much  to  do 
wife  Christmas  at  all  —  the 
song  was  written  in  the  Thir¬ 
ties  to  take  a  swipe  at 
Prohibition. 


FACT  FI 


■  No  people  on  earth 
axe  closer  to  the  reindeer 
(ban  the  Laplanders  or 
Sami,  die  bedoam  of  the  far 
north.  They  are  perhaps 
Ok  last  nomadic  tribe  of 
Europe  and  the  reindeer 
feeds,  dotbes  and  shelter* 
the  Sand  and  sustains 
their  economy. 

■' The  BBC  film  On  the 
Path  cf  the  Reindeer. 

which  wiD  be  screened  .  . 
tomorrow,  fellows  the 
Arctic  wanderers  and  — 
their  herds.  The  Sami  . 
nwntain  an  ethnic 
coherence  across  the 
borders  of  some  of  the 
richest  nations  on  earth. 
Sweden  Finland  and 
Norway.  Many  now  live  in 
homes,  and  enjoy 
western  consumer  comforts. 
But  die  BBC  producer 
Bernard  Walton  found 
SamimNorway  who 
are  still  nomadic. 

■  like  aB  true  Sand 
they  do  not  own  land,  only 
semi-wild  reindeer,  and 

they  constantly  move  the 

herds  to  more 

promising  areas  of  snow.  In 
fee  late  summer 
traveffing  abattoirs  in  huge 
pantechnicons  tear  the 
herds  and  take  mteat  for  the 
Scandinavian  market 
The  Sami  then  take  tbe 
remainder  of  the  herd 
inland,  where  the  winters 
are  colder  bat  with,  kss 
snow. 

Gareth 
Huw  Davies 

rn  On  the  Path  of  the 
Reindeer,  tomorrow 
(Sunday),  BBCZ  SSpro. 


Highland  life:  the  Scottish  landscape  is  similar  to  fee  reindeer's  native  habitat  Above,  left,  feeding  time 
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Kniehtsbrid 


glls  jangling,  they  set 
off.  Santa  ho-ho-ing 
and  the  crowd  wav- 
Z.  For  half  an  hour 
Knightsbridge  cranes  to  a  halt 
But  fee  pipe  band  leading  the 
procession  is  disappearing 
into  fee.  distance.  “Cant  you 
go  a  bit  faster?"  a  policeman 
yells  at  Alan.  “No."  is  Hs 
categorical  answer. 

We  turn  the  comer  Mid 
suddenly  we  are  surrounded 
by  .  swirling  snowflakes.  It  is 
the  store's  snow  machine;  Mt 
for  fee  children  straining  over 
the  rsulings  this  is  a  piece  of 
magic,  a  tantalising  glimp^of 
Christmas  with  a  Santa  who 
may  or  may  not  be  real,  puliea 
by  reindeer  which  rnasr  aen- 
nUriy  are;  Santa  disappears 
with  his  sack  of  presents  and 
the  reindeer  ^ck  JJ 
Lapland. --or  so  fee  crowd 
thinks.  .. 

In  fact  they  are  munching 
from  their  feed  bags  man 

uwfcreround  car  park  be^ 
beiilg  loaded  info  a  racehorse 

tony  and  returning  to  vxv 

home  m  the  GairngormsJ’Or 

the  stara  of  Santa's  Christmas 

seteive  appearand  around 

Britain  spend  the 
.  5Whappfe  graangabcwe“e 
snow  line  as  part  of  Britain's 


only  herd  of  reindeer. 
Although  reindeer  were  native 
to  tbe  Highlands  thousands  of 
years  ago.  it  toefe  a  Sami 
tribesman 'from  Swedish  Lap- 
land  to  reintroduce  them.  In 
the  late  Forties,  Mikel  Utsi 
visited  -Scotland  wife  his 
Swedish-American  anthropol¬ 
ogist  wife.  Dr  Ethel  Ltndgren. 
and  was  struck  by  the  siimlar- 
ity  of  the  landscape  to  the 
reindeer  territories  of 
Lapland. 

In  1953,  he  brought  right 
animals  over  with  fee  inten¬ 
tion  of  introducing  a  new 
source  of  food  for  postwar 


Britain.  After  initial  setbacks, 
the  reindeer  thrived.  A  few 
decades  later,  he  lured  Alan, 
the  son  of  a  hill-fanner,  as  a 
keeper.  Tfliy.  a  zoology  gradu¬ 
ate,  went  up  thereto  work,  fell 
in  love  with  Alan  and  stayed. 

When  Dr  Undgren  died. 
Tilly  and  Alan  took  over  the 
herd,  but  had  to  find  a  way  to 
make  tbe  reindeer  pay  for 
themselves.  Running  them  for 
meat  had  never  taken  off,  and 
besides,  as  Britain's  only  herd 
they  have  an  important  con¬ 
servation  role  to  play.  Utsi  had 
trained  some  erf  the  gelded 
males  to  (Kill  sleds  in  the  Lapp 


tradition,  and  bad  allowed  a 
couple  of  the  animals  to 
appear  in  a  film,  so  the  couple 
built  on  what  he  had  started. 

You  only  have  to  see  than 
pulling  a  sleigh  to  realise  that 
they  are  perfectly  at  home  with 
their  role.  “Aside  from  tbe 
caribou  of  North  America,  all 
reindeer  are  domesticated  and 
have  been  for  centuries." 
eepfains  Tilly.  “  We  train  them 
in  a  couple  of  hours.” 

Back  in  the  Cairngorms, 
three  inches  of  snow  has  fallen 
but  the  reindeer  can  deal  with 
it  Their  coats  are  superbly 
adapted:  each  hair  is  hollow 


and  traps  warmth,  so  they  can 
lie  in  snow.  Their  feet  are  flat 
tike  camels,  for  walking  on 
snow  and  digging  to  get  at 
lichen  below,  and  their  noses 
are  furry  to  protect  them  from 
frostbite. 

Alan  caHs  them:  “Lo-lo. 
come  on  now",  and  from  a 
distance  of  two  miles  they  trek 
down  the  hillside  for  their 
meal  of  maize  and  sugar  beet. 
Feeding  them  is  a  delightful 
experience.  They  nuzzle  into 
your  hand  wife  their  velvety 
noses  and  chomp  contentedly. 

The  feeding  supplements 
their  diet  but  it  is  mainly  done 


ON  THE  SPOT:  HiGHGAi  E  CEMETERY 


The  Place:  the  entrance  to  the  CSrde  ofLebancn. 

The  view,  ahead  lies  fee  majestic  Egyptian  Avenue  leading 
to  the  catacombs  end  in  the  centre  of  these;  a  gigantic  300- 
year-old- cedar  tree. 

Aficionados:  tourists  fold  Friends  of  Highgate  Cemetery. 
The  appeal:  a,  step  back  in  time  to  an  enchanting  Victorian 
retreat  wife  ivy-dad  tomb  stones.  ^ 

Historical  Interest:  fee  cemetery,  which  has  over  52,000 
graves,  opened  in  1839  -  one  year  after  Charles  Dickens 
wrote  A  Christmas  Carol  His  wife  and  daughter  share  a 
grave  here,  and  Karl  Marx  is  buried  here,  too.  The  West 
Cemetetyhas  a  wealth  of  Grade  I  or  II  listed  buildings  and 
is  nowa  managed  woodland. 

Time  to  visit  open  at  weekends  for  guided  tours  between 

Hfowtogrffecrc  a  short  walk  from  Highgate  Tube  station. 
OS  ret  283/872  on  sheet  176 

Abo  Nearby  Hampstead  Heath  and  I7fiMentuiy 
Kenwood  House.  - 

Deborah  King 


Hi  Are  Sr*/ 


JANESPBVCER 


to  encourage  the  reindeer  to. 
come  down  for  visitors.  They 
have  the  run  of  6,000  acres  of 
mountain  that  has  the  Cairn¬ 
gorms  ski  resort  running 
through  fee  middle  of  it  Some 
greedy  reindeer  have  been 
known  to  hang  around  the  car 
park  looking  for  titbits,  and 
there  are  always  one  or  two 
mischievous  ones.  Ove  was  a 
skirtlifter:  he  would  go  up 
behind  women  and  lift  their 
skirts  wife  his  antlers,  know¬ 
ing  feat  visitors  would  laugh. 
Albert  used  to  biff  small 
children  with  his  foot,  given 
half  a  chance. 

Frost  loves  to  jab  you  in  the 
back  with  his  antlers.  “Irs  not 
malicious,  but  he  knows  how 
to  pick  his  moment  —  just 
when  you  are  on  fee  edge  of  a 
stream,  hell  send  you  off- 
balance  so  you  fall  in,"  says 

Tilly. 

The  final  appearance  of  the 
Christmas  season  takes  place 
in  Grantown-on-Spcy.  a  few 
•  miles  from  home,  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  It  is  a  candlelit 
procession  that  has  been  going 
on  since  Mikd  Ufsi’s  day.  “Itts 
extra-special  because  fee  local 
people  see  them  as  their  rein¬ 
deer,”  says  Tilly.  “And  for  us  it 
is  the  light  at  the  end  of  the 
tunnel.  We  know  well  be 
putting  our  feet  up  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day,  and  the  reindeer 
will  go  back  to  foraging  on  the 
hills  until  next  year." 

•  The  Cairngorm  Reindeer 
Centre,  Glen  more,  A  riemore. 
Inverness-shire.  PH22 IQU. 


Bitterns  play 
a  bit  part 


FEATHER  REPORT 


THE  BITTERNS  are  back  in 
fee  Lee  Valley,  just  north  of 
London.  These  secretive  her¬ 
ons  are  now  regular  winter 
visitors  to  a  tiny  patch  of  reeds 
by  a  lake  at  Cheshunt.  and 
birdwatchers  have  been  flock¬ 
ing  in  from  all  over  Britain  to 
get  a  glimpse  of  them.  There  is 
now  a  large  hide  overlooking 
fee  reeds,  called  fee  "Bittern 
Watch  point",  and  managed 
by  the  Lee  Valley  Park  author¬ 
ity.  It  is  open  free  at  weekends, 
and  on  weekdays  for  LI  a  day. 

But  will  you  see  the  bitterns? 
That  is  the  question.  They  are 
large  birds,  but  they  are  so 
beautifully  camouflaged  in  fee 
reeds  that  you  can  te  looking 
at  one  a  few  yards  away  from 
you  and  still  not  see  it.  In  front, 
their  bareed,  broken  plumage 
looks  just  like  a  tangle  of 
reeds,  and  as  they  lean  slowly 
over  a  fish  before  stabbing  it, 
fee  fish  can  see  nothing  com¬ 
ing.  Above,  their  plumage  is 
also  like  a  confused  pattern  of 
light  and  shade,  but  is  slightly 
darker,  so  that  it  blends  per¬ 
fectly  with  the  dark  tops  of  the 
reeds,  and  is  invisible  to  an 
enemy  such  as  a  marsh  har¬ 
rier  overhead. 

However,  last  week  1  saw 
one  —  and  possibly  two.  1  was 
in  the  hide  with  some  very 
frustrated  birdwatchers,  who 
had  been  peering  through  the 
slots  in  front  of  fee  hide  for 
several  hours  without  seeing  a 
single  movement  in  fee  reeds, 
except  for  coots  and  moorhens 
swimming  merrily  through. 

Suddenly  a  woman  said: 
“It’s  there!"  Anguished  mur¬ 
murs  of  “Where?  where?"  “At 
the  edge  of  the  reeds,  just  by 
the  door!"  I  should  explain 
that  there  are  several  channels 
cur  through  the  reeds,  with  a 
floating  door  in  one  of  them. 

But  the  watchers  did  not 
need  to  strain  their  eyes  any 
more,  because  at  that  moment 
the  bird  stepped  out  on  to  the 
door  and  stood  there.  We  had 
a  spectacular  view  of  iL  It  was 
as  big  as  a  turkey,  and  was 
leaning  forward  with  its  long, 
thick  neck  stretched  out.  We 
could  see  its  deadly  bluish  bill, 
its  gleaming  orange  eye,  and 
all  the  variegated  markings  of 


its  plump  body.  We  also  saw 
the  shadowy  blue  tinge  of  this 
particular  bird’s  back,  which 
other  observers  have  noted, 
but  which  does  not  correspond 
wife  fee  pictures  in  bird 
books.  Then  it  walked  slowly 
across  the  door,  and  disap¬ 
peared  into  the  reeds  on  fee 
other  side. 

A  nature  photographer  and 
engineer.  Vic  Sessin.  spent  70 
long  days  in  the  hide  in  the 
winter  of  1995-96,  and  man¬ 
aged  to  see  far  more  than  most 
observers  have  done.  He  saw 
how  fiercely  two  bitterns  that 
were  in  the  reed  bed  that 
winter  defended  their  territo¬ 
ries.  and  the  little  jig  that  one 
danced  after  it  had  driven  the 
other  off.  He  also  found  that 
they  roosted  above  the  water, 
so  that  their  feet  would  not  get 
frozen  into  fee  ice.  Wife  each 
of  their  powerful  feet,  they 
gripped  a  whole  column  of 
reed  stems,  and  these  support¬ 
ed  them  through  the  night. 
Oddest  of  all,  he  found  that 
they  would  sometimes  play 
wife  small  sticks,  and  he  once 
saw  a  bittern  catch  3  fish,  play 
wife  it  in  its  beak,  then  gently 
put  it  bade  in  the  water. 

Sometimes  bitterns  just  rest 
in  the  reeds  wife  their  beak 
pointing  to  the  sky.  Besides  the 
bird  on  fee  door,  I  think  1  also 
saw  one  doing  that  last  week. 
There  was  certainly  some  tall, 
motionless  shape  in  the  reeds, 
and  1  think  1  picked  out  the 
flecked  feathers  of  a  bittern's 
flank.  So  was  ir  a  bittern 
imitating  a  dump  of  reeds,  or 
a  clump  of  reeds  imitating  a 
bittern?  1  shall  never  know. 
Information  from  bee  Valley 
Park  Countryside  Centre,  Ab¬ 
bey  Gardens,  Waltham  Ab- 
bev,  Essex  EN9  JXQ  (01992 
713838). 

Derwent  May 

•  What's  about:  Birders  —  look 
out  for  visiting  Smew  at  local 
growl  pits. 

Twitchers  —  watch  for  a  Laughing 
Gull  at  Drift  Resenvir.  Cornwall: 
a  Pallas’s  Warbler  at  Venmor.  Isle 
of  Wight;  a  Ferruginous  Duck  at 
Kingsbury  Waterpark.  Warwick¬ 
shire.  Details  from  Birdline  C&H 
700222.  Calls  cost  AOp  a  minute 
cheap  rate.  SOp  at  all  other  times. 

PETER  BROWN 


Bittern:  an  elusive  heron  easily  camouflaged  by  reeds 


“Can  I  answer  with  no  passes?” 
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Make  a  resolution  to 
work  off  the  excess 


CHRISTMAS 

Stuff  the  Turkey  Walking 
Breaks.  Take  a  break  m 
Staffordshire's  Peak  District 
with  Thu  Old  Furnace  Walk- 
ins  Holidays  of  Grccndale 
lOls^S  703331).  Two-day 
breaks  from  £75.  three  days 
from  £110.  five  days  during 
Christmas  from  S25t>. 

Skiing  Workshops.  Prepare 
for  ihc  slopes  in  January  *’*,h 
a  day  ai  the  Gal  shut  Activities 
Centre.  Cal  shot  spit.  South¬ 
ampton  (01 705  892077).  Price 
W5  per  day.  including  lunch 

and  equipment. 

Fell  Walking  Weekends  in 
the  Lake  District  With 
Mountain  Coat  and  Country¬ 
wide  Holidays  (0101-148  7112). 
From  Grasmere  to  the  remote 
fells,  accommodation  and 
transport  included.  From  £133 
per  person. 

Explore  the  Smugglers 
Paths  of  Exmoor  and  Lorna 
Doone  Country.  Walking 
breaks  at  the  Rising  Sun 
Hotel.  Lynmoulh  (01598 

7532231-  Three  nights  for  £375 


including  Christinas  dirmer 
and  Boxing  Day  buffet. 
Christmas  Activity  Breaks  in 
Wales.  White-water  rafting, 
indoor  go-karting,  mountain 
biking  and  guided  walks  in 
the  Elan  and  Wye  valleys  and 
the  Radnor  Hills,  with  Acorn 
Activities  (01432  S3Q083),  at 
Llangollen  and  Llandridnod 
Wells.  From  £2QO-E375  for 
three  nights. 

A  Christmas  House  Party.  At 
the  Benslow  Music  Trust, 
Hitchin.  Herts  (01462  459446). 
From  £1!0-£150  for  three 
nights,  inclusive. 

The  William  the  Conqueror 
Walk.  Two  to  three-day,  31- 
mile  walk  in  Sussex,  from 
Pfevensey  to  Rye  via  Battle, 
following  the  path  of  William 
the  Conqueror  in  10b6.  Free 
leaflet  with  a  list  or  hotels  and 
guest  houses  available  from 
Tourist  Information  Centres 
in  Battle  (01424  773721)  and 
Rye  (01797  226696). 

National  Trust  Christmas 
Walks.  Guided  walks  from 
more  than  50  NT  properties 
throughout  the  country.  Some 
PICTURES 


Spend  Christmas  quad  biking  on  Royal  Deeside 


walks  are  free,  others  range 
from  E2  to  £4.50,  including 
refreshments.  Full  details 
from  local  NT  offices  or  on 
0171-222  9251. 

Winter  Birdwatching.  On 
Strangford  Lough,  Co  Down. 
Winter  is  the  best  rime  to  view 
migrant  birds.  Accommoda¬ 
tion  in  NT  properties  sleeping 
six.  on  the  Castle  Ward  estate: 
from  £166  in  January  to  £365 
Christmas/New  Year.  Full  de¬ 
tails  on  01225791199. 

Quad  Biking.  Tank  Driving, 
Dune  Buggy  Driving.  Other 
outdoor  activities  also  avail¬ 
able  on  a  500-acre  estate  on 
Royal  Deeside.  From  £70  a 
day.  gift  vouchers  available. 
Accommodation  can  be  ar¬ 
ranged  locally.  Full  details 
from  Tartan  Collection  Activi¬ 
ties  (0133-983  3500). 

NEW  YEAR 

Line  Dancing.  At  Higham 
Hall  Residential  College. 
Bassenthwaite  Lake,  Cccker- 
mouth.  Cumbria  (0176S7 
76276).  January’  2-4.  Instruc¬ 
tion  from  rhe  basics  up  to  the 
more  intricate  Western 
dances. 

Guided  New  Year  Walks 
from  the  Rothay  Garden 
Hotel,  Grasmere.  Cumbria 
(015394  35334).  Daily  weather 
forecasts  and  a  choice  of 
routes  on  Grasmere  and  Win¬ 
dermere  fells.  From  E225. 

New  Year  RelreaL  At  the 
Ammcrdown  Centre.  Rad- 
stock.  near  Bath  (01761 
433709).  Start  1998  with  a 
short  period  of  reflection. 
Multi-Activity  Breaks. 
.Archery’,  quad  biking,  clay 
pigeon  shooting,  go-karting; 
all  available  from  The  Hay¬ 
cock.  Wansford.  Peterbor¬ 
ough,  Cambs  (01780  7S2223). 
From  EI10  for  two  nights. 
Welsh  Border  Breaks.  Patch- 
work  and  rugmaking,  bird¬ 
watching.  china  mending, 
drawing,  painting  and  gar¬ 
dening  skills  are  among  the 
activities  on  the  Welsh 
Marches  with  Acorn  Activities 
of  Hereford  (01432  S30053). 
Organic  Gardening:  Herb 
Gardens:  Food  as  Medicine: 


.Art  and  Medieval  History, 
Aromatherapy:  Hereford 
and  Gloucestershire 
Churches:  Walking  in  the 
Wye  Valley.  A  small  selection 
of  the  varied  courses  at 
Courtfield  Manor,  Goodrich, 
Herefordshire  (01594  S61435). 
From  £85- £100. 

Egyptology.  Two-day  course 
on  the  wonders  of  Andent 
Egypt  at  Burton  Manor  Coll¬ 
ege.  South  Wirral  (0151-336  , 
5172).  Price  £98  indusive. 

The  Paston  Letters  Writers’ 
Venice:  the  Art  and  Architec¬ 
ture  of  the  Islamic  World. 
University  of  Cambridge 
(01954  210636).  January  2-4. 
Price  per  course  £120, 
inclusive. 

Cabinet  Making;  RefLnisb- 
ing  Antique  Furniture:  Basic 
Blacksmith  in  g:  Learning  to 
Exploit  your  Auto  Camera. 
January  2-4  at  West  Dean 
College.  Chichester,  Sussex 
[01243  811301).  Prices  £150  resi¬ 
dential  or  £97  non-residential. 
Intermediate  and  Advanced 
Chess:  Looking  at  and  Seeing 
Paintings.  January  2-4  at  the 
Wedgwood  Memorial  College, 
Barlaston.  Stoke-on-Trent. 
Staffs  (017S2  372105).  Price,  all 
indusive.  £70. 

Calling  All  Pianists;  Boxes 
and  Gifts  in  Fabric  Self-Help 
and  Complementary  Thera¬ 
pies.  At  Knuston  Hall  Resi¬ 
dential  College.  Ixchester. 
North  ants  (01933  312104). 

Price  E89. 

JANUARY  *£: 

Belly  Dancing.  Learn  the 
basics  of  this  exotic  Eastern 
dance  on  a  weekend  course  at 
Burton  Manor  College.  South 
Wirral.  Cheshire  (0151-336 
5172).  Price,  all  inclusive.  £98. 
Barber  Shop  Singing;  Win¬ 
ter  Landscape  Painting: 
France  and  England,  a  Love- 
Hate  Relationship:  Writing 
Magazine  Artides.  A  selec¬ 
tion  of  anuses  available  at 
Missenden  Abbey.  Great  MIs- 
senden.  Bucks  (01494  890295): 
from  £159  residential.  £69  non- 
residential. 

Writing  Romantic  Fiction; 
Chinese  Brushwork.  At 
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Even  the  cleaner  wants  to  be  leaner.  Fitness  instruction  this  weekend  at  Unq&nrc  College  in  Choriev 
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ExpforingSjMriri^ Computing  An  Italian  WcAen*  The  tinning  Educanon;  fewley  ROBIN  INEILLANUa 


Calming  Techniques  and 
Alternative  Therapies:  lino 
Printing.  At  the  Lancashire 
College,  Chorley,  Lancs  (01257 
260909.  Price  per  course.  £95. 
An  Italian  Weekend;  The 


£64.  accommodation  avail- 
able. 

The  Holy  Land  and  the  Old 
Testament;  literature  on 
Venice;  America  in  the  1960s. 
At  -the  Wansfell  College. 
Theydon  Bois.  Essex  (01882 
SI30Z7).  Price  ES5. 

Robin  Neillands 


TEL 

0171 6806122 


CHARITIES 


ANIMALS  &  ACCESSORIES 


FAX;’ 

01717827799 
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YOU  '3a c  too  easily  And  half  crippled. 

mainounshed  working  animals  in 'the 
East  today  Every  week  we  give  free 
treatment  to  thousands  of  suffering  horses 
and  donkeys  and  save  many  more  from 
years  of  cruel  labour. 

For  *35  p.ve  can  provide  up  to  5  days'  of 
life-saving  hospital  care.  Just  £3  will  , 
enable  us  to  give  an  all-important 
preventive  treatment.  We  know  how  to  get 
the  best  value  from  every  penny. 

.  Please  help.  Send  what  you  can  by 
cheque  or  credit  card  to: 

Richard  Searight,  Brooke  Hospital  for 
Animals,  Dept.GTOT  Broadmead  House,  21 
Panton  Street.  London  SW1Y  4DR. 

Or  call  us  on  0171  930  0210. 

I  want  to  help  care  for  sick  horses  and  donkeys. 

i  enclose  i  gif*,  of _ Or  defc.t  my  Acces,.  Visa 
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RIDING  HOLIDAYS  ACCESSORIES 


Andaluz 

Adventure  f/r 
Costa  de  la  Luz 
in  S  W  Spain. 

Hoftd*!*  wiih  wperb  riding  in 
uMpoOl  cminuyudc  uui  mi  In  of 
empty  badin  Fn  huxw,  good 
cumne.  luge  pool,  mtt-Ttden 
welcome.  Open  »U  yew. 

For  Special  Chrmmai  ind  New 
Yew  offer* 

■Bk i/ufl  Juatbfram 
Jennie  Hnrrey- Hull 

01935  817567  I 


ANIMAL  HEALTH 
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QUALITY 
ROSETTES  & 
SHOW  PRINTING 

Brya-Cam  Farm,  Argoed  Road. 
Bdtn.  Amnonfbrd, 

DytedSAlS2FR 

1  Telephone 

01269593195 

24  Hr.Anfwn-Scrrfc*  ' 
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FLECTALON 
DOG  COATS 

IMA  aKafr-^  car,  he* 
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Sc-nd  SAE  lor  details' 
Ciilryg^fTTi.  Old  Cider 
lesg*.  Kii'minjisn. 
Armn'itcr.  Oven.  EX:  3 
75V/  T«i.  01257  33035 
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PET  INSURANCE 

Special  Readers  Offer 
First  28  Davs  Cover  FREE 

PRIME  COVER  WITH  VETS 
FEES  COSTS  PER  MONTH 
DOG  £8.95  CAT  £4.95 

TEL:07000  0800  800 

Mon  to  Fri  8am  -9pm  Sat  &  Sun  9am  -  6pm 


DOGS _ _ 

PETSAFE 

DOG  COLLARS  &  LEADS: 
Telephone  no.  embroidered  ? 
onto  quality  coloured  * 

webbing  from  £18. 

NO  MORE  LOST  TAGS. 

FREE  catalogue  from  Green  j 
Form  Trading:  01473  737877  I 


DOES  YOUR  DOG  (OR  MAN)  WIPE  HIS  FEET? 

Cm  tfte  MAGJOiAT  oumd  h*  doeem’i  meed  le. 

i  *  GUARANTEED  FOR  2  TEARS 

*  HEAVY  DUTY  RUBBER  BACKING 

*  100%  COTTON  ABSORBS  MUD.  WATER.  OIL  ON  CONTACT 

*  REDUCES  DUST  LEVEL  IN  THE  HOME  BY  UP  TO  70% 

*  NON-SUP.  VIRTUALLY  INDESTRCTIBLE 

*  Made  lor  us  under  a  BSl  APPROVED  ISO  9000  Quality  System  * 

“COMPLETELY  MACHINE  WASHABLE* 

Many  Uses  in  the  HOME,  GARAGE,  SHED,  KENNELS. 
CONSERVATORY.  CAR.  BOAT.  CARAVAN  CM  CAMPING 
BRITISH  MADE  IN  5  SIZES  AND  5  COLOURS 

Prices  from  Ell  .99 

Telephone  or  send  SAE  lor  colour  samples  and  farther  information 
KINDRED  SPIRTTS  (TT)  6  New  Road,  Great  WfcJeering,  Essex  SS3  QAH 
TELEPHONE/FAX  01702  21 7634  • 


LET  YOUR  CAT  ENJOY  LIFE 
THE  NATURAL  WAY 

Canac  Cataerobic  Centres  offer  domestic  cats  the  chance 
to  climb,  scratch  and  sleep  off  the  ground  as  they  would  in 
nature.  The  perfect  way  to  keep  them  happy  and  also  safe, 
as  these  centres  are  of  the  highest  quality. 


ir‘  ]  ZAMBEZI 

£169.99 

Floor  to  ceiling 
model  featuring  a 
#.  maid  entry 

,  penthouse,  a 

■  T  hammock  and  a 

tunnel.  The  penthouse 
has  a  floor  opening 
~1>  for  easy  access. 

Dc finale  top  of  the 
p  range  for  the 

^  ■  upwardly  mobile  caL 

Adjusts  from  228  m 

I  to2-54m- 
it£Ji  Gar  four*  . 

diameter  510  mm: 
Height  155  mm; 
Weight  25.5  Kg 
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WE  KNOW  ALL  ABO:  PEDIGREE  CATS  AND  KITTENS 

ByouaretNnklngolbuyg:gi  -r-.ritTynoJcem!dicrap«Sflrw? 

All  Uflona  shoua  Cfi  12-13  Arts  of  aga  and  fu8y[^  faba)  Inocutetad  ■gamit  CM  w  and  «"■ 
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a  new  homo  so  do  not  cause  your  now  p«i  b8  iho  s&sss  of  lha  hotoay  an  unanwwr  Burroundlnas, 


wait  tti  New  Year. 


If  you  want  to  buy 


Mnn,  pteasa  contact  the  GCCF  ’ 


a  pediWM  W»".  P*«®> 
Tel:  01287  4Z7  575 


or  sand  any  quwy  by  post  to:  GCCF  4-8  P«»el  Ortteu,  &klgawatat;TAG  3f-a 
Free  -^eitara  taafiW  ahooi  WnwamadaWfc _ 


-)  NAKURU 

£139.99 

Built  around  a  multi 
entry  bouse.  Large 
base  gives  stability 
-  and  there  are  lots  of 
aspects  to  entertain 
k  and  amuse  cats.  Ideal 
I  for  multi  cat 
|r  household. 

■j*  Base 510 mmx 
J|  510  mm; 
f  Height  I.66m; 

“  Weight 20.85  Kg. 


KAR1BA 

£89299 

Incorporates  a 

hammock  and  tunoeL 
Base  445 x 455  mm; 
Height  1325  mm: 
Weight  1510  Kgs. 


SEND  FOR^ 
BROCHURE  ON 
FULL  RANGE  a 


fr-  Vrwg— ■>* 


ETOSHA 

SS939 

Multi  level  with  3 
platforms. 

Base  size 
455  mm  x  455  mm 
Height  1390  mm 
Weight  14.5  Kgs 


SAMBURU. 
£89.99  ■ 

.  3  tier  Cataerobic  with 
2  tunnels  which  is  . 
ideal  for  mulitple  cat 
families. 

Base  size 
445  mm  x  445 mm. 
Height  1325  mm ; 
Weight  16  Kg 


AMBOSELI 

£49.99 

With  its  tunnel  and 
pniacs,  Amboseli 
offers  cats  endless 
possibilities  for  play. 
Base  size 
350  mm  x  430  mm 
Height  860  mm; 
Weight  9.0  Kg 


ForfurOmr  cMarila  please  cafl 
01825  830283830  em  -630pm 
or  Fax  01825  830241. 

1 0(8  of  hours  telephone 
01825830930. 

Dept  TT,  Brook  House  Cat  Produ 
SouthOTAviartes 
Tinkers  Lane,  Hadfieid  Down . 
Uckfield  East  Sussex  TN22  4EU  . 

Show  room  opening  times. 
Tuefirf  9am  -  1pm 
and  2pm  -  5pm.  Sat  9am  -  5pm. 
dosed  Sunday  and  Monday.  - 


NOW,  THERE’S  A  FRESH, 

NEW  WAY  TO  TOlUEf 

TRAIN  YOUR  PUPPY.  f  i 

Super  absorbent  paper  mats^r  /l 
help  tram  your  puppy  and  f  ^ 

protect  your  floor. 

New,  disposable  PUPPY  MATS  are  a  revolutionary  way  to  toilet 
train  your  puppy.  Made  from  a  thin,  soft  yet  strong,  highly 
absorbent  paper,  each  mat  soaks  up  approximately  1/4  pint  of 
liquid,  leaving  no  puddles  and  no  residue.  . 

NO  MORE  MESSY  NEWSPAPERS 

PUPPY  MATS  are  the  dean  and  hygienic  alternative  to  newspapers. 
Unlike  newspaper  they  are  totally  absorbent  and  do  not  shred  or 
disintegrate  with  use.  In  addition,  a  non-slip  waterproof  backing 
protects  your  floor. 

Measuring  400mm  >c 595mm,  PUPPY  MATS  are  available  in  packs 
of  50  or  100.  . 

50 mats  £11.50* £2.50 p&p  100 mats  £21*  0.75p&p 

SEND  TODAY  FOR  YOUR  NEW  PUPPY  MATS 
and  ssef  goodbye  to  messy  toilet  traming 

For  detaite  csdl  now  on  01405  839922 
or  fax  01405  839958 

All  major  creditidebit  cards  welcome. 

Franley  Products,  Fran  ley  House,  37  Riverside,  Rawdiffe, 

Nr  Gdofe,  East  Riding  of^ Yorkshire  DN 14  8RN. 

the  Bones  Dog  &  Catalogue 
Winter  1997/98 

The  NEW  Bones  Mail  Order  Catalogue  97/98  is  now  out, 
filled  with  exciting  and  original  ideas  for  you  to  treat 
your  Dogs  and  Cats  to  winter  . 


*  New  Bones  own  range  in  Denim 
Pet  Bedding  and  Denim  Throws 

*  Cushion,  Fleecy  and  Nest  Beds 
for  Dogs  and  Cats 

*  Waterproof  Coats 

*  Copper  Collars 

*  Herb-filled  Flea  Patrol 
Bandannas,  Homoepaihic 
Remedies,  Tea  Tree  Oil  products 

*  Comfy  Web  Collars  &  Leads, 

M  onogram  m  i  ng  Service 
Available 

**  and  many  other  exciting  treats 
and  essentials  for  yoar  Dogs  and 
Cats. this  Christmas** 


Free  your  FREE  copy  write  to: 

Bones,  The  Upper  Mill,  Coin  St  Aldwyns, 
Cirencester,  Glos  GL7  5AJ 
or  Teli  01285  750007  Fax:  01285  750100 

http^/www.thecountrytime8.oornJ»onBa/ 
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A  VET  WRITES 


1  pul  most  of  our  Christ* 
mas  leftovers  out  for  the 

«  birds.  But  a  friend  said  she 
had  heard  that  salty  foods 
could  be  lethal.  Is  this  so? 


Excessive  amounts  of 
salt  will  poison  any  ani¬ 
mal,  but  it  doesn’t  follow  that 
one  salted  peanut,  a  few 
broken  cnsps,  some  bacon 
rind  or  a  sliver  of  bam  will  kill 
visitors  tq  your  bird  table. 

There  is  salt  in  most  foods. 
Bakers  put  ir  in  bread,  cooks 
salt  potatoes  and  most  vegeta¬ 
bles.  I’m  told  that  pork  crack¬ 
ling  is  crisper  if  ir  is  oiled  ancf 
salted. 

Avoid  lots  of  highly  salted 
food.  Moisten  ail  the  food  and 
make  sure  water  is  always 
available  (salt  poisoning  usu¬ 
ally  occurs  when  drinking 
v/ater  is-  in  short  supply). 
Anything  fit  for  us  is,  in 
moderation,  all  right  for  the 
birds.  Fat  is  excellent  -  fijftof 
energy.  And  most  important 
of  all.  keep  the  bird  table  well 


Tf 


Christmas  bird  table  treats 

stocked  until  the  end  of 
March.  One  week's  feast  is  not 
enough.  Birds  cant  store 
Christmas  goodies. 

For  years  we  have  had  a 
rib  of  beef  dd  Boxing 
Day  -  and  there's  one  ready 
to  go  in  the  oven  this  year.  I 
know  Nanny  Government 
has  decreed  that  bone  xnu£ 
be  removed  from  British  beef 
before  we  are  allowed  to  eat 
it,  although  the  meat  itself  (if 
British)  is  presumed  risk- 
free.  But  what  about  the 
bones?  Prince,  our  five-year- 
old  golden  retriever,  has  al¬ 
ways  had  them  as  his  post- 
Christmas  treat  Now  1  am 
worried.  Is  there  any  risk  to 
Prince? 

None  —  for  two  goad 
reasons.  Dogs  donl 
appear  to  be  susceptible  to 
BSE  or  any  of  the  other 
encephalopathies.  There  was 
one  report  of  a  suspected  case 
in  a  Norwegian  dog.  but  it  has 
never  been  confirmed. 

Secondly,  British  beef  is  the 
safest  m*  the  world.  Your 
Christmas  joint  will  have 
come  from  an  animal  below  30 
months  of  age  and  been 
adequately  inspected  before 
and  after  slaughter. 

There’s  more  chance  of  win¬ 
ning  first  prize  in  the  lottery 
three  weeks  running  ,  than 
buying  a  rib  of  beef  with  BSE 
prions  in  the  bone. 

My  Ityeaurald  cat  has  a- 
hald  patch  around  her 
neck  underneath  her  flea 
collar,  irs  not  sore. 'and 
doesn't  seem  to  worry  her. 
but  h  has  been  there  for  a 
long  time.  Could  the  collar  be 
ihr  cause,  and  if  so,  what 
should  1  do? 


ft  could  be  as  simple  as 

_  rubbing  by  the  collar  or 

perhaps  a  mild  allergic  reac¬ 
tion  to  rJie  collar  material,  or 
the  insecticide  in  the  rollar. 
The  first  step  is  to  remove  the 
collar.  There  are  other  ways  of 
controlling  fleas,  either  by 
medicines  administered  orally 
or  drops  poo  red  on  to  a  cat’s 
fur.  Ask  your  vet  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  best  for  your  cat.  Re- 
growth  of  the  fur  will  take  at 
least  six  weeks. 

You  haven’t  mentioned  the 
colour  nf  your  cal.  but  what¬ 
ever  it  is,  the  hairs  that  emerge 
to  caver  the  bald  patch  may  be 
white. 

James  allcock 

•  Write  id  The  Times  \  vi. 
Weekend.  The  Times. 

I  Pennington  Street.  London  El 
Q\\.  Athicc  is  offered  without 
lecnl  rvsptmsihility. 


Liii:  needs  a  loving  home 


Li  Li  IS  a  five-year-old  female 
lortoisesfaeH  cal  who  has  been 
with  the  Cals  pr0lec”°[1 
League  for.  more  lha»  a  >  : 

She  is  ufr^iimute  wilhatoud 

purr,  but  in  initially 
with  strang61*-  Cib  'V0B  .  n « 
a  home  without  young  ch 

nrrt  or  other  «*w  orr°rw 
VIM  would  like  to  adopt* ter. 

contact  the  CaN  ^^011 
League  flHSl-hifl 


This  is  a  job  for ...  superdogs 


GUY  NEWMAN 


AFP 


A  Red  Cross  team  in  Cairo  combs  the  debris  of  a  collapsed  building 

CHRIS  BACON 


Dogs  are  trained  to  work  with,  and  travel  in,  rescue  helicopters 


Action  stations  for  the  rescue  squad  in  the  search  for  a  group  of  girls  missing  on  Dartmoor 


When  six  schoolgirls. 

went  missing  on  Dart¬ 
moor  a  fortnight  ago, 
there  was  one  organis¬ 
ation  the  emergency  services  knew 
they  could  rely  on  to  help  in  their 
search  —  the  Dartmoor  Rescue 
Group.  Within  horns  of  being 
called,  rescuers  and  their  dogs  had 
been  airlifted  by  helicopter  on  to  the 
moors,  to  sniff  out  and  hunt- down 
the  missing  girls. 

The  group  is  made  up  not  just  of 
volunteers  who  have  taken  pan  in 
an  intensive  search  and  survival 
course,  but  dogs  taken  through 
rigorous  training  coordinated  by  a 
national  body,  the  Search  and 
Rescue  Dog  Association. 

Dogs  played  a  major  part  in  the 
teamwork  coordinated  by  John 
Elson,  who  spent  the  last  three 
hours  of  his  49th  birthday  on  the 
moor  looking  for  the  girls.  Because 
of  the  biting  cold  and  winds,  he  says, 
searchers  only  10  to  15  metres  apart 
could  not  hear  each  other  shout. 

“We  have  a  tiling  we  call  the 
probability  of  detection  —  the  per¬ 
centage  chance  of  our  finding  some¬ 


body,"  he  says.  “A  dog  runs  about 
an  80  per  cent  chance  of  finding 
someone  in  an  area  he’s  searching. 
With  a  foot  team  of  six  to  eight  men. 
it's  something  like  60  per  cent  and 
with  a  helicopter  only  18  per  cent. 

-Dogs  work  best  in  certain  areas. 
They  Ye  not  good  in  a  forest  because 
the  scent  doesn’t  travel  across.  Our 
dogs  all  search  but  air  scents  —  as 
opposed  to  police  dogs,  which  are 
trail  searchers: 

"A  search-and-rescuedog,  picking 
up  air  scent  on  the  wind,  can  range 
about  a  kilometre  away  from  the 
handler.  As  soon  as  the  dog  picks  up 
the  scent,  he  will  turn  into  it. 

"It’s  an  inbuilt  sense,  but  you  have 
to  fine-tune  it  so  that,  when  they  do 
find  the  scent,  they  come  back  and 
tell  you  —  that’s  the  difficult  bit." 

Jn  their  two-year  training  pro¬ 
gramme.  the  dogs  are  taught  not 
only  how  to  find  people,  but  also 
how  to  cope  with  helicopters.  Nigel 
Gordon,  one  of  the  dog  handlers 
involved  in  the  Dartmoor  search, 
says  that  to  do  this,  the  dogs  are 
taken  out  to  a  remote  area,  and  a 
helicopter  is  brought  in  to  land. 


“When  it  switches  off,  we  let  the 
dogs  run  around  it  and  familiarise 
themselves  with  the  smells  before 
taking  them  on  board  and  Jetting 
them  sniff  around. 

“It’S  when  the  rotors  start  turning 
that  the  dogs  start  to  get  uneasy.  But 
slowly  we  get  them  to  accept  that 
whatever  we  present  lothem  is  OK." 

In  the  Dartmoor  search,  how¬ 
ever,  the  dogs  were  thankfully 
not  needed  after  all.  After  a 
night  huddled  together  in  their 
sleeping  bags,  telling  jokes,  the  girls 
wandered  off  to  a  farmhouse  and 
safety. 

Another  Dartmoor  dog  handler, 
PSaddy  Cummins,  55,  remembers  a 
rather  different  scenario  when  he 
and  his  German  wirehaired  pointer. 
Solo,  were  searching  for  a  group  of 
teenagers  who  had  been  missing  for 
some  time. 

Being  boys,  they  had  raid  each 
other  ghost  stories  instead  of  jokes. 

“At  night."  says  Mr  Cummins, 
“we  attach  a  green  chemical  light  to 
the  dog's  jacket  so  we  can  see  where 
it  is.  When  Solo  found  the  boys'  lent 


and  started  running  around  it,  all 
they  could  see  was  this  eerie  glow. 

“1  could  hear  them  screaming 
from  200  metres  away,  bur  Solo 
wasn't  bothered,  and  just  came  back 
to  me  and  indicated  she  had  found 
them.  Finding  children  gives  you  a 
real  high." 

Solo  is  an  unusual  breed  for  a 
search  dog.  Most  are  Border  collies 
—  “very  biddable."  says  Mr  Gor¬ 
don,  owner  of  four-year-old  Max. 
“They're  easily  taught,  they  mature 
quite  young  and  they  have  a  very 
long  working  life. 

“Most  of  us  don't  have  a  Jot  of 
time  to  spend  bringing  on  one  of  the 
harder  breeds.  German  shepherds 
are  excellent  dogs,  with  a  very  good 
nose,  but  as  they're  strong  charac¬ 
ters,  they  can  be  time-consuming  to 
train." 

Mike  Amps,  chairman  of  the 
voluntary  Search  and  Rescue  Dog 
Association  (England),  owns  a  Bor- 
.  der  collie,  but  is  also  an  advocate  fur 
the  German  shepherd. 

“With  search  dogs,  we  are 
concentrating  on  airborne  scent 
ralhcr  than  ground  scent,  so  a  GSD 


(German  shepherd  dog)  standing 
higher  may  lie  able  to  pick  up  a  hit 
more  scent  from  further  away  than 
a  collie  can.” 

About  30  per  cent  of  the  Dartmoor 
team  are  women,  as  are  some  of  the 
country's  best  dog-handlers. 
Eleanor  Dale.  44.  a  member  of  the 
Calder  Valley  Search  and  Restue 
Team  based  at  Mytholmrqyd  West. 
Yorkshire,  won  the  Search  and 
Rescue  Dog  .Association’s  novice 
shield  two  years  ago.  A  month  after 
she  won  it.  her  Border  collie. 
Bonnie,  made  her  first 
real  rescue,  when  she 
found  the  distressed 
driver  of  an  aban¬ 
doned  car  sheltering 
behind  a  wall. 

"Training  takes  an 
awful  lot  of  rime  and 
hard  work  —  every 
night  in  the  early 
stages,"  says  Ms  Dale, 
a  country  park  ranger. 

“We  start  off  with  a 
game  where  someone 
runs  a  short  distance,  — 

drawing  the  dug's 
attention  as  they  go.  and  sits  down. 
You  let  her  go  off  to  ihem  and  then 
call  her  back  to  you.  Gradually  the 
exercise  gets  longer  and  more 
complicated  —  the  dog  doesn’t  see 
the  person  going  away  and  the 
search  might  last  a  few  hours." 

Once  past  the  novice  grade  —  it 
takes  at  least  IS  months  to  achieve  — 
dog  and  handler  will  lie  on  standby 
24  hours  of  the  day.  3o5  days  of  the 


‘A  dog  has 
about  an  80 
per  cent 
chance  of 
finding 
someone5 


year,  to  search  for  missing  people, 
mostly  on  mountains  and  moor¬ 
land,  but  really  anywhere  in  Britain 
that  they  might  be  called  out  to. 

Many  dogs  and  their  handlers 
throughout  "the  country  had  the 
unhappy  task  of  being  ferried  north 
to  hunt  for  bodies  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  Lockerbie  air  disaster.  Bui  their 
usual  aim  is  the  less  distressing  one 
of  finding  people  alive. 

Ian  SpreckJey,  who  claims  that  at 
61  he  is  llie  oldest  search  dog 
handler  in  England,  enjoyed  a 

_  happier  experience  a 

couple  of  years  ago. 
After  a  12-hour  search 
in  Dartmoor  in  a  tem¬ 
peratures  of  about  -4C. 
his  Border  collie.  Tam, 
found  an  adult  with  a 
mental  age  of  four, 
clad  in  only  sweatshirt 
and  jeans,  having 
taken  his  socks  and 
shoes  off. 

Tam  .suddenly  lift¬ 
ed  her  head,  shot  off 
200  or  300  metres. 


jumped  two  bar  bed - 
wire  fences  and  then  came  flying 
back  to  me  barking  her  head  off. 
These  are  really  the  moments  when 
the  commitment  in  rime  and  energy 
pays  off  in  job  satisfaction." 

•  For  derails  of  the  associations, 
con  met  the  national  secretary  at  lo 
Y Benton.  Pentnaenmawr. 

Conwy.  Gwynedd.  LL+t  bHR. 

Web  site:  http:/ / WMV.bluedome. 
co.uk/sarda 


Looking  for  a  totally  different  present  this  Christmas?  Alex  Wijeratne  discovers  how  a  rhino  could  make  the  perfect  stocking  filler 


Adopting  a  break 
with  tradition 


Why  not  break  with 
convention  this 
Christmas  and  give 
your  dear  one  an  elephant  or  a 
dolphin?  You  could  even  rest 
the  bonds  of  "affection  by 
giving  a  dung  beetle  or  a 
cockroach. 

Pets  are  seldom  a  good  idea 
as  Christmas  presents  —  a 
confused  animaJ  bestowed  on 
an  unprepared  recipient  at  a 
stressful  time  of  the  year  often 
ends  up  neglected  by  January. 
A  better  course  is  to  join-  an 
animal  adoption  scheme. 

You  can  adopt  almost  any 
animal:  from  badgers, 
chimps,  dormice  and  ele¬ 
phants,  to  crickets.  seals  and 
wolves. 

“When  someone  asks  what 
you  had  for  Christmas,  and. 
you  reply,  ‘A  wolf  pack’,  then 
you’ve  got  a  cracking  subject 
for  conversation,"  says  Will 
Travers,  chief  executive  of  the 
Born  Free  Foundation,  one  of 
two"- charities  The  Times  is 
raising  money  for  in  this 
veal's  Christmas  appeal. 

It  is  surprisingly  cheap  to 
buy  a  slice  of  an  animal 
through  a  reputable  scheme, 
fr.  costs  £17.50  a  year,  for 
example,  to  adopt  one  of  two 
wolf  packs  in  the  Web  Valley, 
Bale,  in  the  Sanefti  plateau  of 
Ethiopia.  With  only  400 
mountain  wolves  in  existence, 
they  are  the  most  threatened 
species  in  the  world.  For  less 
than  50p  a  week  you  can  feel 


JOHN  MANNING 


Make  a  new  friend  —  and  adopt  a  mountain  gorilla 


part  of  something  that  will 
-saw  a  species  from  extinc¬ 
tion,"  Mr  Tavers  says.  The 
money  goes  toward  monitor¬ 
ing  the  packs  and  local  educa¬ 
tion  programmes. 

“Because  of  an  abundance 
of  low-cost  weapons,  there  is  a 
problem  with  villagers  using 
wolves  as  target  practice.  We 
are  trying  to  stop  this.  We 
teach  animal  husbandry  and 
explain  that  these  wolves  prey 
mainly  on  mole  rats  not  local 
livestock,"  Travers  says. 

Adopters  receive  updates 
and  field  reports.  Other 
schemes  send  out  T-shirts, 


certificates  and  videos. 

You  might  prefer  to  be 
involved  with  a  long-term 
project  that  helps  mountain 
gorillas  in  Central  Africa  with 
the  Dian  Fossey  wildlife  char¬ 
ity.  Only  one  gorilla,  a  four- 
year-old  named  Amy,  is 
available  for  adoption  (for 
£19.95  a  year)  from  a  30- 
strong  pack  that  survives  in 
the  rainforests  of  theVirunga 
volcanoes  straddling  Rwan¬ 
da.  Uganda  and  the  Congo. 

Fewer  than  650  mountain 
gorillas  remain,  says  Jillian 
Miller,  a  director  of  Dian 
Fossey.  and  their  habitat  is 


being  depleted,  ravaged  by 
ihe  militia  and  war.  More 
than  3.000  people  have 
"adopted"  Amy,  and  many 
have  been  to  visit  her. 

"Grown  men  cry  when  they 
see  her.”  Ms  Milter  says. 
"They  creep  through  die 
rainforest  for  three  hours  anti, 
when  they  spot  each  other, 
there’s  a  massive  connection, 
ft’s  overwhelming.” 

Bill  Jordan,  chairman 
of  Care  for  the  Wild, 
says  that  adopting 
animals  reconnects 
people  with  the  environment. 
“Children  have  a  deep  love  for 
animals.  Adopting  is  a  bril¬ 
liant  way  of  fostering  that 
connection." 

Jordan  says  that  ordinary 
people  like  the  schemes  Care 
tor  the  Wild  runs  —  safe¬ 


guarding  elephants  in  Kenya 
and  tigers  in  India  —  because 
they  can  see  where  their 
money  is  going.  "They  feel 
deeply  attached  to  die  success 
of  each  operation,"  he  says, 
mentioning  a  recent  effort 
where  500  elephants  were 
moved  250km  in  Zimbabwe  to 
prevent  poaching. 

“It’s  very  practical."  he  says. 
“In  India  w'e  donated 
ElOO.OUO  of  equipment  to  help 
save  tigers.  That  provided  17 
motor  bikes,  four  Jeeps,  two 
trucks  and  two  motor  boats." 

This  personal  identification 
lies  behind  the  success  of 
Adopt-a-Dolphin.  run  by  ihe 
Whale  &  Dolphin  Conserva¬ 
tion  Society  in  Britain.  More 
than  17.U00  people  adopt  dol¬ 
phins  ifor  £17_50  a  year)  from 
a  pod  of  25-30  in  the  Moray 
Firth  off  the  east  coast  of 


Scotland.  "Adopters  can  lake 
out  boats  and  bow-ride  with 
the  dolphins."  says  fvo  Smith. 
The  society's  fundraising  of¬ 
ficer.  “By  reducing  matters  to 
a  single  animal,  it  is  easier  for 
children  to  see  how  each  fits 
into  the  wider  environment.” 

Tusk  Force  runs  rhino 
adoption  projects  in  Swazi¬ 
land  and  Namibia  and  is 
planning  one  for  a  manatee 
(an  aquatic  cow-like  mammal) 
in  Lake  Volta,  Ghana.  How¬ 
ever.  it  also  recognises  that 
many  British  species  are  also 
under  threat.  “The  watervole 
is  as  endangered  as  the  tiger." 
says  Neelo  Ben  ridge,  chief 
executive  or  Tusk  Force, 
which  captures,  breeds  and 
reintroduces  domestic  water- 
voles  and  dormice  back  into 
the  wild. 

Perhaps  the  hest  place  to 


Taking  a  rhino 
for  walkies  in 
the  local  park 
could  present  a 
major  challenge. 
So  they  stay  in 
Swaziland,  but 
become  your 
long-distance 
pet  m  the  wild 


adopt  animals  is  Lnndon  Zoo. 
Every  one  of  the  zoo's  o50 
species  can  be  sponsored, 
some  for  as  linle  as  L20  a  year. 
Shares  in  individual  animals 
cost  £30.  the  most  popular 
being  penguins,  tigers,  ele¬ 
phants  and  sloth  bears.  A 
whale  elephant  costs  £6.000  a 
yarn  a  giraffe,  £1,500.  Not 
surprisingly.  The  least  adopred 
creatures  are  cockroaches, 
ponies  and  field  crickets. 

•  For  more  information  on 
adopting  Quintals,  contact:  the 
Born  Free  Foundation 
(0I.V6  r/JEWl:  t'are  for  the  Wild 
\OWS  Dian  Fossey 
(U/rW/b  -PT4\:  London  Zoo 
KW/J-W  h2iC);  Tusk  Force 
{( W/.74TMT55);  Whale  St 
Dolphin  Conscnnrion  Saciet\’ 

1 01225  So777fl\ .  jo  donate  money 
to  the  Bam  F rev  Foundation. 

< end  a  cheque  to  Bom  Free. 
Coldhorhour.  Surrey  RHF  oHA. 
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14  •  faith 


Saints  come 

Who  are  the  greatest  saints  of  all  time? 

Ruth  GledhiU  invites  readers  to 
nominate  their  holy  heroes 


marching  in 


IN  THE  run-up  to  Christmas, 
why  not  offer  up  a  prayer  or 
two  of  veneration  Tor  the  saint 
whose  life  is  commemorated 
today?  Dominic  of  Silos, 
patron  saint  of  captive  prison¬ 
ers  and  of  shepherds,  can 
apparently  be  invoked  in  the 
event  of  eneounrers  with  mad 
dogs  and  insects.  A  shepherd- 
turned-monk  who  was  bom 
on  the  dot  of  the  last  millenni¬ 
um,  he  lived  for  73  years. 

His  success  in  praying  for  a 
local  aristocrat  during  a  diffi¬ 
cult  pregnancy  caused  the 
woman  to  name  her  son 

Dominic,  and  this  boy  went  on 
to  found  the  Dominican  friars. 
Dominic  of  Silos  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  saints  in  Spain. 

and  his  staff  is  _ _ 

given  to  Spanish 
queens  during  their 
confinements. 

Next  week's  gj-g 

saints  include  St 
Servulus.  who  can  ryil 

be  invoked  against 
paralysis:  St  Thor-  nn 

lac  of  Iceland:  and 
Adam,  the  patron 
saint  of  gardeners. 

But  Besides  the  -  t 
'’official"  saints  of 
the  Roman  Catho-  ______ 

lie  church  —  the 
men  and  women  who  were 
martyred  for  their  faith,  or 
who  are  deemed  to  have  lived 
lives  of  “heroic  virtue"  and  to 
whom  at  least  two  miracles 
can  be  attested  —  millions  of 
people  privately  invoke  saints 
of  their  own.  These  people 
were  not  necessarily  Catho¬ 
lics.  or  even  Christians.  But 
they  embody  a  holiness  that 
inspires  reverence  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  focus  for  the  spiritual, 
moral  or  political  longings  ofa 
culture. 

Mahatma  Gandhi  would  be 
one  example  of  such  a  person, 
the  Princess  of  Wales  another. 

The  Times  is  inviting  read¬ 
ers  to  nominate  their  favour¬ 
ite.  most  useful,  helpful  or 


‘Saints 
are  very 
much 
on  the 
agenda 
just  now’ 


important  sainL  Readers  are 
invited  to  describe  why  they 
are  personally  drawn  to  this 
saint,  why  they  think  he  or  she 
is  important  or  significant  to 
our  rimes,  and  why  they 
appreciate  the  qualities  em¬ 
bodied  by  this  sainL  These  can 
be  described  in  terms  of  the 
saint's  morality,  holiness.  life¬ 
style.  or  manner  of  death  in 
the  case  of  a  Christian  martyr. 
Veneration  might  be 
expressed  through  prayer, 
icons  or  simply  get-togethers 
with  like-minded  followers. 
Times  readers  of  any  country 
and  religion  are  invited  to 

contribute. 

The  most  interesting  and 
enlightening  accounts  will  be 

_  drawn  into  The 

Times  Book  of 
rite  Saints,  to  be  pub- 
1113  lished  by  Cassell 
'PTV  for  next  Christmas. 

J  The  aim  is  to  gain 
pU  insight  into  the 
spirituality  of  our 
_  culture  today. 

“The  idea  of 

j  saintliness  and 

IQU  what  it  means  to  be 
,  a  saint  is  very  much 
IOW  on  the  agenda  at 
the  moment."  says 
1  Gillian  Paterson, 
religious  publisher  at  Cassell. 
“What  was  it  about  Diana. 
Princess  of  Wales  that  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  age?  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  institution¬ 
al  religion. 

‘1  might  pray  to  St  Anthony 
to  help  me  find  the  car  keys  or 
1  might  mode!  myself  on 
Gandhi  or  Oscar  Romero  (the 
outspoken  Archbishop  of  El 
Salvador,  assassinated  in 
1980)  or  Mother  Teresa." 

The  first  documentary  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  saint  is  in  the 
second-century  martyrology, 
Martyrium  Polycarpi,  a 
graphic  description  of  how 
Polycarp,  Bishop  of  Smyrna, 
was  burnt  at  the  stake  at  the 
age  of  SS.  and  where  the 
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Saintly:  Mother  Teresa  and  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 


bishop's  followers  state  their 
intention  of  “celebrating  the 
birthday  of  his  martyrdom''. 

Two  millennia  later  the 
need  for  saints  has  not  dimin¬ 
ished.  This  is  witnessed  by  the 
decision  of  die  authorities  at 
Westminster  Abbey  to  place 
statues  of  ten  20th-oentury 
.martyrs  above  the  Great  West 
Door.  To  be  unveiled  next 
summer,  they  will  include 
Martin  Luther  King,  the 
American  civil  rights  cam¬ 
paigner  murdered  in  1969.  ' 
and  the  German  pastor 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  mur¬ 
dered  by  Nazis  in  1945. 

According  to  Lawrence 
Cunningham,  of  Florida  State 
University,  people  look  to 
saints  because  they  provide 
the  model  for  Christian  living 
appropriate  to  our  age.  Writ¬ 
ing  in  The  New  Dictionary  of 
Theology  (Gill  and  Macmil¬ 
lan,  Dublin)  he  says:  “Chris¬ 
tian  orthodoxy  need  not  be  a 
controlling  factor,  as  the  inter¬ 
est  in  someone  like  Mahatma 
Gandhi  amply  demonstrates;" 

•  Readers  who  wish  to 
contribute  to  The  Times  Book  of 
Saints  should  write  to  Ruth 
Cledhitl  afTheJanes, 

/  Pennington  Sr.  London 
El  9XN  or  call  her  on  0171-782 
5001.  The  Times  Best  Sermons  for 
1905  and  The  Tiroes  Book  of 
Prayers  (both  Cassell,  £9.90)  are 
available  from  bookshops. 


■  Agricola  of  Avignon; 
invoked  against  stormsand 
plagues  of  storks. 

Seventh  century  French 
deriewho  banished  an 
infestation  of  storks. 

■  Agrippina:  Patroness 
invoked  against  demons, 
leprosy  and  storms. 

Roman  maiden  wbo  was-  '• 
stripped,  scourged  and 
executed  by  Emperor 
Valerian  in  AD262. 

■  Gregory  the 
Wonderworker:  invoked  in 
times  of  earthquake  and 
flood.  Bom  circa  213,  he  '■ 
preached  in  Caesarea 
(modern-day  Turkey), 
working  miracles. 

.  including  changing  the 
course  of  a  river  and  ' 
moving  a  mountain. 

■  Notker  Balbulus: 
invoked  against 
stammering.  Ninth- 
century  monk  who 
pioneered  Gregorian 
chant.  His  tome  means 
"the  stutterer”,  a  defect 
be  overcame  ut  mdsic 

■  Venantius:  invoked  . 
against  danger  front  talling. 
Eariy  martyr  who  was 
thrown  from  a  diff  but 
bounced  bade  until  his 
head  was  cut  off. 

Andrew  Yates 


Christmas  is  coming  and  the 
shops  are  shining  bright 
Although  the  festival  is  in¬ 
creasingly  secular,  there  remains  an 
attachment  to  nativity  scenes  show¬ 
ing  the  Holy  Family,  with  shepherds 
below  and  angels  above.  In  a  few 
weeks  these  symbols  Df  the  Christian 
message  will  have  been  packed  away, 
and  one  asks  what  if  anything,  is 
likely  to  persist  in  popular  conscious¬ 
ness?  Surprisingly,  perhaps,  the  an¬ 
swer  may  be  “the  angels". 

This  decade  there  has  been  popular 
interest  in  angelic  beings.  Gift  shops 
and  museum  stores  regularly  set 
aside  sections  to  display  angel  dia¬ 
ries.  candle  holders,  bookends  and  so 
on.  It  might  seem  odd  that  in  an  age 
in  which  orthodox  religion  has 
declined,  so  traditional  a  feature 
should  attract  attention.  It  is  also 
ironic  that  so  elevated  a  theme  be 
selected  for  commerce  in  decorative 
fancies.  In  fact  the  concept  of 
“messengers  from  on  high"  repre¬ 
sented  by  cherub  candles  is  anything 
but  traditional. 

Angels,  along  with  space-travelling 


The  case  for  believing  in 
heaven’s  angels 


aliens,  have  also  been  the 
subject  of  recent  books  and  ml 
films.  In  an  era  of  apparent  |£  | 
non-belief,  this  may  again 
seem  odd.  If  God  and  priests 
have  been  set  aside,  how  can 
intermediate  parties  remain 
credible?  The  explanation  is 
simple.  The  denim-dad  an¬ 
gels  of  Hollywood  invention  ___ 
and  the  strangers  of  supernat¬ 
ural  tales  represent,  at  best  degener¬ 
ate  forms  of  religious  sensibility. 

Belief  in  mysterious  beings  with 
magical  powers  is  not  an  effect  of 
Judaeo-Christianity,  but  a  form  of 
superstition  which  has  little,  if  any¬ 
thing.  to  do  with  true  religion,  the 
focus  of  which  is  God.  In  their 
essence  Judaism  and  Christianity  are 


JOHN 

HALDANE 


neither  sentimental  nor  occult.  They 
tell  plain  tales  of  wonderful  things:  of 
creation,  fall,  covenant  and  salvation. 
Therein  lie  miracles  but  not  magic. 
Angels  have  a  place  in  the  narrative, 
but  always  as  tokens  of  providence, 
either  as  agents  of  God's  word  or  as 
witnesses  to  His  glory.  Somewhere 
along  the  way,  however,  this  reli¬ 


gious  understanding  became 
entangled  with  superstitions, 
with  the  winged  beings  of 
Egyptian.  Assyrian  and  Bab¬ 
ylonian  cults,  Persian  genies 
and  Gothic  treatures  of  the 
night.  Cross-fertilisation  with 
Judaeo-Christian  thought 
was  bound  to  produce  odd 
fruit 

The  implication  is  not  that 
Christianity  should  purge  itself  of 
belief  in  angels,  but  that  it  should 
recover  its  traditional  understanding 
of  their  place  in  the  scheme  of  things. 
Christianity  presents  a  vision  of 
reality  as  the  ordered  creation  of  an 
almighty  God.  This  appears  hier¬ 
archical  in  that  we  can  distinguish 
inanimate  matter  from  organic  life. 


and  between  beings  which  do  and  do 
not  exhibit  intelligence.  The  thought 
should  then  arise:  might  there  not  be 
unembodied  intellects? 

This  is  the  traditional  idea  of 
angels:  immaterial  intelligen¬ 
ces  whose  existence  is  taken  up 
with  knowing  and  serving  God, 
According  to  Aquinas,  the  angelic 
visions  recorded  in  scripture  were 
effects  produced  by  spiritual  crea¬ 
tures.  not  “personal  appearances". 

Now  let  us  return  to  the  Nativity 
scene.  A  secularised  Christian  might 
be  most  concerned  to  dispense  with 
the  angels.  But  dispensing  with 
superstition  is  misdirected  if  it  seeks 
to  eliminate  angels.  Understood  as 
spiritual  beings,  it  makes  no  sense  to 
imagine  that  they  hovered  in  the  sky,  ■ 
but  I  can  hardly  suppose  that  the 
entry  of  God  into  the  world  was  not 
an  event  “by  highest  heaven  adored". 
Hark  the  herald  angels  sing,  glory  to 
the  newborn  king. 

m  The  author  is  Professor 
of  Philosophy  at  the  University 
of  Sr  Andrews. 


DR  PAULINE  WEBB,  aged 
70  but  looking  about  55. 

used  to  live  in  a  flat  called 
“The  Stables",  but  left  there 
to  go  io  “The  Paddocks". 
She  hopes  she  might  one 
day  move  into  “The  Mea¬ 
dow".  It  is  rare,  to  find  an 
■elderly  ‘  person  being  so" 
positive  about  a  residential 
home  for  the  elderly,  as  The 
Meadow,  inevitably  is.  But 
Dr  Webb  was  referring  to 
an  exceptional  example  of 
this"  much-feared  genre. 

We  were  there  at  a  service 
to  celebrate  the  £2  million 
refurbishment  of  The 
Meadow,  a  home  run  by 
Methodist  Homes  for  the 
Aged,  which  takes  local 
authority,  referrals. 

Christmas  can  be  a  bleak 
time  for  the  elderly,  particu¬ 
larly  in  an  era  when  the 
fashion  [  throughout  tire 
churches  is  to  emphasise 
their  'mission  to  young 
people  and  families.  Many 
elderly  men  and  women, 
already  isolated  from  their 
families,  are  today  feeling 
additionally  forgotten  and 
neglected  by  the  churches. 
A  survey  has  disclosed  the 
scardiy  of  religious  services 
at  residential  homes. 

This  home,  one  of  37  run" 
by  Methodist  Homes  fbF  the 
Aged,  but  open  to  people  of 
all  denominations  and  reli¬ 
gions,  is  an  exception  to  that 
rule.  Built  in  die  gardens  of 
a  substantial  home,  once 
belonging  to  a  London 
grandee,  and  to  which  a 
church'  is  •  attached,  the 
home  has  its  own  chaplain, 
the  Rev  David  Mullins, 
who  visits  regularly.  - . 

The  Rev  David  James, 
superintendent  minister  of 
the  London  New  River  cir¬ 
cuit,  Welcomed  us  with  the 
news  that  the  minister  who 
officiated  at  his  wedding 
and  his  ordination  was  now  . 
a  resident  in  the  home. 
"That  is  one  of  the  examples 
of  the  family  spirit  of  Meth¬ 
odism.  which  is  to  be  found 
in  what  is  truly  a  home 
from  home."  he  said. 
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SERMON:  By  one  of  the  most 
outstanding  woman  preachers 
in  the  country. 

MUSIC  AND  LITURGY: 
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Dr  Webb,  a  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  and  a  former 
head  of  religious  broadcast¬ 
ing  at  the  BBC’s  World 
Service,  chose  the  text  from 
St  John's  gospel  where  the 
disciples  say  to  Jesus:  “Rab¬ 
bi,  where  do  you  live?"  He 
says:  “Come  and  see."  Dr 
Webb  said:  “Isn't  it 
tantalising  that  he  |John] 
does  not  go  on  to  tell  us 
where  they  went  and  what 
the  place  was  like?  1  would 
love  to  read  a  magazine 
article  describing  the  room 
where  Jesus  lived,  like  they 
have  with  famous  people 
today.  We  learn  so  much 
about  a  person's  personality 
from  the  furniture  and 
decor  of  their  home." 

•The  Meadow,  she  said, 
was  a  place  of  conversation 
where  sometimes  the  talk 
became  very  deep-  “As  we 
get  older,  we  do  think  more 
profoundly  about  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  our  lives,"  she  said, 
and  described  a  woman 
who  became  indignant  on 
hearing"  that  Jesus  said:  “In 
my  father’s  house  there  are 
many  resting  places."  Her 
retort  was:  “In  my  last 
home,  they  always  prom¬ 
ised  us  a  mansion." 

•  Methodist  Homes  for  the 
Aged.  Epworth  House.  Stuart 
Street .  Derby  DEI  2EQ  (01352 
296200).  • 


Dr  Pauline  Webb:  an  outstanding  preacher 


Church  services  tomorrow 


A  SUPERB  CRUISE  ON  BOARD  HOLLAND  AMERICA  LINE’S  MS  WESTERDAM 


Times  readers  are  offered  a  superb  nine- 
day  cruise  on  board  Holland  America's 
superb  cruise  ship  Westerdam  to  the 
Caribbean,  from  only  £699*  per  person.  Your 
unforgettable  journey  Mil  take  you  from  Fort 
Lauderdale.  Florida,  to  the  Bahamas.  Puerto 
Rico,  the  Virgin  Isles  and  Half  Moon  Cay. 

On  board  the  first-class  Westerdam  you 
will  experience  top-class  food,  service  and  live 
entertainment  There  two  swimming  pools,  a 
library,  health  spa.  beauty  parlour,  casino, 
shops,  cinema,  lounges,  bars,  well-appointed 
cabins  and  acres  of  deck  space  where  you  can 
soak  up  the  sun  in  comfort.  At  the  fascinating 
ports  there  are  great  sights  to  see.  unique 
atmospheres  to  savour  and  duty-free  shopping. 


•  Nine  day’s  from  only  E6W 

•  February  and  March  1998  departures 

•  Cruise  from  Fort  Lauderdale  to: 

Nassau.  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico, 

St  John,  5l  Thomas  and  Half  Moon  Cay 

•  First-class  service,  all  meals, 
entertainment  and  on-board  facilities 

•  Scheduled  flights  and  transfers 

•Plus  air  and  pen  taxes 


THE  TIMES/CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 


FOR  FURTHER  DETABASaO  COUPOH  TO: 
THE  7WE5/CMUSBEAH  CRUSE. 
UWRBJCE  HOUSE.  45  HCH  STREET. 
EGHAM,  SURREY  TW209DP 
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FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  CALL  NOW  ON  01784  434  434  (24  hours] 


This  holiday  is  operated  fry  Media  Travel  Air  Limited,  a  company  independent  of  Times  Newspapers  limited 


Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 
ARMAGH  CATHEDRAL  10  HC:  II  S 
Euch;  3.15  Festival  of  Q  Lessons  &  Cards. 
BANGOR  CATHEDRAL:  8  HQ  9.45 
Boreol  Weddi:  II  Ch  Euch:  3.15  Ch  E  & 
Blessing  of  the  crib;  5  Ptygain  Y  Gadeirkui. 
BELFAST  CATHEDRAL  10  HQ  II  S 
Euch:  3.30  Service  of  9  Lessons  &  Carols. 
BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL  9  MP; 
9.(5  HQ  II  Ch  Euch.  Harwood  in  A  flat;  2 
Cub  Scouts  Carol  Service:  4  Ch  E. 
BLACKBURN  CATHEDRAL  8  HG9.E5 
Ch  M;  1030  Euch.  Blackburn  Mass 
(Jackson):  4  Ch  E. 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL  8  Euch:  11  M. 
Stanford  in  8  flar,  330  E,  Third  Service 
(Christopher  Knon(. 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAL  7.40  M:  8  HQ- 
10  Ch  Euch.  Darke  in  E.  Canon  P  Johnson: 
330  Ch  E.  Sumsion  in  G. 
CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL  S  HC; 
030  M:  (I  S  Euch.  Missa  Brevis  (Ives);  3.15 
E,  Stanford  in  G;  630  Sermon  &  Compline. 
CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL  7.45  M:8  HC: 
1030  S  Euch.  Jackson  in  G,  Canon  D 
Weston:  330  Festival  of  9  Lessons  &  Carols. 
CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL  730 
MP-.8HC;930£uch;  II.I5S  Euch.  Mass  of 
the  Quiet  Hour  (Oldroyd).  Canon  D 
Knight;  3  Christingle  Service;  6  Ch  E. 
CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC;  10 
M.  Naylor  in  G:  II  S  Euch.  O  quam 
gloriosum  (Victoria):  5  E;  6  Carols. 
CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL 
Dublin;  II  S  Euch,  Mass  in  E  flat 
(Rheinherger):  330  Ch  E. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Ox¬ 
ford:  8  HG  If*  M.  Sumsion  in  G;  11.15  S 
Euch.  Canon  Webster;  o  E.  Watson  in  E. 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL  7.40  MP;  8 
C;  1030  £udl.  5  Part  Mass  (Byrtf):  5  Ch  E. 
Short  Service  (Gibbons). 

DERBY  CATHEDRAL  S  HC:  10.45  S 
Euch.  Mozart  in  O  6  Ch  £.  Fantasia  and 
Fugue  in  C  minor  (Bach). 

ELY  CATHEDRAL  8.15  HQ  1030  S 
Euch.  Darke  in  E.  Rev  J  McEartane:  3.45  E. 
Purcell  in  G  minor. 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HQ  4.45  S 
Euch.  Ireland  in  G  1M5  M.  Stanford  in  B 
flat:  3  E:  6.®  ES 

GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC; 

10.15  Euch,  Sumsion  in  F;  13  IS  HQ  3  E. 
2nd  Service  (Gibbons). 

GUI  LDFORD  CATH  EDRAL  8  HC;  9.45 
S  Euch.  Darke  in  E:  1130  M.  Canon  J 
Schofield:  630  E.  Day  in  B  flat. 
HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL  S  HQ  10 
Euch;  1130  M.  Uoyd  in  D  minor;  330  E. 
LEICESTER  CATHEDRALS  HG  10  M: 
IUJ0  Euch,  O  quam  gloriosum  (Victoria):  4 
Carol  Service. 


LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HQ  1030 
S  Euch.  Missa  brevis  (Berkeley);  3.30  E. 
LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL  8  HQ  1030 
Euch;  3  Carol  Service;  4  HC. 

LL4NDAFF CATHEDRAL 8. 9  HC  II  S 
Euch:  12.15  HC  330  E:  6.30  E. 
MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8.45  M: 
9  Euch;  1030  S  Euch,  Canon  P  Denby;  630 
E,  Noble  in  B  minor  8  Organ  ReritaL 
NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL  730  M:  8 
HQ  630  S  Euch.  Oldroyd  in  D. 
NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL  8  HC:  1030 
S  Euch.  Ireland  in  Q  630  Ch  E. 
NORWICH  CATHEDRAL  730  MP;  8. 

9.15  HG  1030  S  Euch;  330  EP:  6 
Christmas  procession  with  carols. 
PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL  9.30 
M:  1030  Euch;  330  E.  Aston  in  F. 
PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL  S  HC: 
930  Q  Mass  of  St  Thomas  (Thome):  II  S 
Euch:  630  £  Stanford  in  G. 
ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8 HQ  9.45 
M,  Dyson  in  F;  1030  S  Euch.  Darke  in  E; 

3.15  E.  2nd  Service  (Gibbons). 
SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL  S  HQ  10 
Euch.  Collegium  Regale  (Howells);  It  JO 
M:  3  Ch  E.  Watson  in  E. 

SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HQ  10 
MP:  1030  S  Euch,  Missa  Brevis  (Pale- 
srrina).  0  JO  E  &  Carols. 

SOUTHWARK  CATHEDRAL  9  Euch; 
1 1  Ch  Euch.  Missa  Orb  is  factor  (Pfainsong): 
3  EP;  630  Candlelighr  lessons  &  Carols. 
SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  7.45  Litany;  8 
HQ  930  C:  (I  M.  Dyson  in  F:  3.L5  E. 
TRURO  CATHEDRAL  8  HC;  9  M:  10  S 
Euch:  6  E.  Walmisley  m  D  minor. 
WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9.15 
C:  II  Solemn  Euch.  Mass  for  4  voices 
(Byrd):  4  Service  of  9  Lessons  &  Carols 
WELLS  CATHEDRAL  S  HQ  9.45  S 
Euch;  1130  M:  3  E.  Jackson  in  G. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY’;  8  HC;  10  M: 

1 1.15  Euch.  Canon  D  Hum  3  E.  1st  Service 
(Murley):  5.45  Organ  Recital. 
WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL  7.  8.  0 
Mass;  1030 Sol  Mass ;  12 Mass;  £45  Organ 
Redial;  330  Carols;  530. 7  Mass. 
WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  10  S 
Euch.  Mass  for  4  voices  (BynfK  3  JO  E. .  . 
YORK  MINSTER:  8. 8.45  HQ  10  S  Euch. 
Mass  in  5  parts  (Byrd):  1130  M:  2  Carol 
Service:  4  E.  Can  tale  Domino  (Moore). 

ST  ALBAN'S  CATHEDRAL  Hertford¬ 
shire:  8  HC  9.30  Euch;  1 1  M,  Jackson  in  G; 
(215  HQ  630  E.  Stanford  in  C. 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Denbigh¬ 
shire:  8  HQ  li  Ch  Euch,  Rorate  cadi 
desuper  (Byrd),  Canon  J  Evans;  330  Ch  E. 
ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  Fembsi  8 
HQ  9JU  Cymun  Bendigaid;  11.15  Ch  M. 
Sumsion  in  B  flat:  6  Ch  E,  Wood  m  E  flat. 


ST  EDMUNDSBURY  CATHEDRAL  8 
HQ  10  S  Euch.  Jackson  m  G;  1130  Ch  M, 
Collegium  Regale  (Howells);  330  Ch  E. 

ST  MACHAR'S  CATHEDRAL  Old 
Aberdeen:  II  MS,  Rev  R  Frazer  6  ES. 

ST  MARY'S  CATHEDRAL  Edinburgh: 
8  Euch:  1030  S  Euch:  330  Ch  E,  Jesus 
Service  (Mathias);  630  S  Compline.. 

ST  MARY’S  CATHEDRAL  Glasgow: 
830  Euch:  10  S  Euch;  12  HQ  430 
Candlelight -service  of  9  Lessons  &  Carols. 
ST  PATRICK’S  CATHEDRAL  Dublin: 
830  Euch;  11.15  S  Euch.  Sumsion  in  F;  3.15 
Festival  of  Nine  Lessohs  &  Carols. 

ST  PAUL’S  CATHEDRALS  HQ  8.45  M: 
i(  S  Euch.  Missa  Salve  intemerata  Virgo 
(Tallis);  3J5  E:  630  Organ  Redial. 
RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHE¬ 
DRAL  SWT:  1030  Divine  liturgy.  Kievan 
and  traditional  polyphony,  Mer  Anthony. 
ALL  SAINTS.  W|;  8  LM;  1020  MP:  II 
HM.  Mass  for  5  voices  (Byrd):  5.15  LMr6  E 
&  B..  Collegium  Regale  (Tavener).  . 

ALL  SOULS.  Wl:  8  C  93a  1130  MP.  Rev 
R  TrisC  630  Caro]  Service:  • 

THE  ASSUMPTION.  WI:  U  MS.  West¬ 
ern  Wind  Mass  (Taverner). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SW&  8  HQ 
10  Children’s  Service:  il  M_  Rev  Dr  P  Elvy: 

12.15  HG  6  Nine  Lessons  &  Carols. 
CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOT¬ 
LAND.  WC2:  IMS  MS.  Rev  S  Hood:  630 

ES,  Rev  J  McMahon. 

Farm  STREET.  WI:  S.  930  LM:  li  HM; 
1230  LM;  4.15. 6.15  LM. 

HOLY  TRINITY  BROMPTON.  SW7:  9 
HQ  N  MS:  5, 730  Informal  Service.  Rev  S 
Millar. 

HOLY  TRINITY  CHURCH.  SW|:  6 
Candlelight  Traditional  Service  of  Lessons 
&  Carols. 

THE  ORATORY.  SW7: 7. 8. 9. 10.  (I  Mass. 
Missa  Verba  me®  (Hassler);i2J0  Mass; 
330  V&B;  430. 7  Mass. 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH 
W8:  [1  Holy  Mass.  Archbishop  Y  Gizirian. 
WESLEY’S  CHAPEL  EC2  9.45  HQ  II 
Family  Worship  &  Christingle. 
WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL 
(Methodist/:  ll  Christmas  Worship:  630 
Christingle  &  Carol  Service. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran). 
Gresham  St.  EC2:  II  Ch.Euch:  7  Candle¬ 
light  Christmas  Concert!  Bach  Vespers. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT. 
ECI:  9  HQ  11  Ch  Euch:  6  JU  Festival  of  12 
Lessons  &  Carols.  * 

ST  BRIDE'S.  EC4:  II  Ch  M.  Oldroyd  in 
D.  Canon  J  Oates  630  Ch  E.  Festival  of 
Nine  Lessons  &  Carols. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES.  WC2.  ll  St 
Christophers  Fellowship  Giro/  Service. 


■"  ST  COLUMBA'S  CHURCH  OF  SCOT¬ 
LAND.  SW1:  M  Family  Christmas  Service: 
5  Carol  Service. 

ST  ETH  E  LORE  DA'S.  ECI:  II  S  Mass. 
Missa  Ave  Maria  Stella  (Victoria). 

ST  GEORGE'S,  WI:  830  HC  II  S  Euch. 
Missa  In  Honorem  Sancti  Dominid 
(Rubbra);  6  Service  of  9  Lessons  St  Carols. 
ST  JAMES'S,  W2;  J030  S  Euch.  Colle¬ 
gium.  Regale  (Howells);  6  Carol  Service. 

ST  JAMES'S.  WhSJOHQllS  Euch.  Rev 
-  M  Robins;  o  Carol  Service. 

ST  JOHN’S.  EI5:  11  HQ  Master  Tallis's 
Testament  (Howells):  630  Candlelight 
Carol  Service.  Fantasia  in  G  (Bach). 

ST  LUKE’S.  SW3i  8  HC  1030  S  Euch. 
There  is  no  rose  (Joubert):  12.15  HC:  bJO 
Service  of  Nine  Lessons  &  Carols. 

ST  MARGARETS.  SWI:  U  S  Euch,  Missa 
Cantnariensis  (Rubbra).  Canon  D  Gray, 
630  Lessons  &  Carols. 

ST  MARTI N-IN-TH E-FIELDS.  WC2  8. 
HC;  9,45  Euch;  1130  Visitors  Service, 
Matin  Responsory  (Palestrina);  2.45  Chi¬ 
nese  Service  5  Ch  E:  630  Healing  ES. 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH.  W&  8 
HG  9.30  Euch;  11.15  Ch  M.  FT  P  Stubbs; 
1230  HQ  630  Carol  Service. 

ST  MARY’S,  SWI:  9. 10  LM;11  HM.  Missa 
Are  Maria  (Palestrina);  6  Sol  E  &  B:  7  LM. 
ST  MARYLEBONE.  NWI:  8  HC;  I J  Ch 
Euch.  Missa  O  Magnum  Mysierium 
(Victoria):  630 Candlelight  Festival  of  Nine 
Lessons  &  Carols. 

ST  PAUL’S.  SWI;  S.  9  HQ  11  Sol  Euch. 
Messe  Basse  (Faure).  Rev  N  Dawson. 

ST  PETER'S.  SWI:  &LS  HQ  JO  Family 
Euch;  II S  Euch.  Mass  for  5  voices  (Bvrd). 
CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER-  AD 
VINCULA  HM  Tower  of  London:  9.15 
HQ  II  Christmas  Festival  Service  of  Nine 
Lessons  &  Carols.  Rev  PRC  Abram. 
CHAPEL  ROYAL  St  James's  Palace:  830 
HQ  IMS  MP,  RqtHCp  in  the  Lord  (Purcell). 
GROSVENOK  CHAPEL  South  Audley 
Sl  Wl:  U  S  Euch,  Concerto  in  B  minor 
(Walther),  Rev  S  Hobbs. 

QUEEN'S  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY. 
WC2;  11  Chapel  Carol  Service, 

QUEEN’S  FREE  CHAPEL  OF  ST 
■  GEORGE.  Windsor  Castle:  830  HC:  10.45 
M  &  Sermon:  11.45  S  Euch;  5.15  E. 

THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH.  EC4:  830 
Hq  1 M5  MP.  Fantasia  in  C  minor  (Bach). 
GUARDS  CHAPEL  Wellington  Bar¬ 
racks.  SWI:  11  M.  Make  a  Joyful  Noise 
(Gregson).  Rev  P  Basher.  Band  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards:  12  HC. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL 
SEI0:  IE  S  Euch.  Sumsion  in  F.  Rev  R 
Nurtoo. 
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than  celebrity- 

spotting  at  the 

smart  hotels, 

says  Times 

Travel  Editor 

Cath  Urquhart 

As  I  got  up  to  go  to  the 
breakfast  buffet  at 
the  Sandy  Lane  Ho¬ 
ld.  heads  turned.  I 
felt  a  dozen  eyes  on  me  as  I 
dallied  by  the  mountainous 
bowls  of  cereal,  pondered  the 
tropical  fruits  and  hummed 
and  haa-ed  over  the  eggs. 

Could  it  be  that  my  fetching 
T-shirt  (Marks  &  Spencer.  E10) 
or  Madras-print  cotton  trou¬ 
sers  (Debenhams,  El  4.99) 
were  exciting  comment?  Were, 
the  onlookers  jealous  erf  my 
orange  mules  (a  market-stall 
bargain,  but  perhaps  mistak¬ 
en  tor  Manolo  Blahirik}? 

No,  1  concluded,  as  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  table  with 
heaped  plate  and  my  fellow 
guests  quickly  looked  away, 
disappointed.  The  Sandy  Lane 
Hotel  is  usually  chock-full  of 
celebrities,  but  I  was  obviously 
neither  Lottery  winner.  Spice 
Girl  nor  starlet 
With  Concorde  jetting  in  to 
Barbados  more  tHan  30  times 
this  winter,  it  is  haidty  sur¬ 
prising  that  celebrity-spotting 
is  a  popular  pastime.  The 
island.  100  miles  east  of  the 
main  Caribbean  chain,  has 
always  managed  to  draw  die 
rich  and  famous  —  everyone 
from  the  Queen.  Princess 
Margaret  and  Sir  Winston 
Churchill  to  the  Sangsters. 
Pavarotti  and  Naomi  Camp¬ 
bell  have  graced  its  shoes  — 
and  this  year  it  has  continued 
to  grab  die  headlines. 

Some  of  its  regular  visitors 
tut-tutted  when  Spice  Girl 
Emma  Bunion  took  a  holiday 
here;  the  snobs  became  posi¬ 
tively  apoplectic  after  visits 
first  from  Mandy  Aflwood, 
who  became  pregnant  with 
octuplets;  then  Lottery  winner 
and  former  double-glazing 
salesman  Mark  Gardiner, 
who  took  friends  bn  a  EKXMJOO  - 
holiday  to  Sandy  lane. 

This  month  Fenn  Chapman, 
the  16-year-okl  Rugby  school¬ 
boy.  escaped from  his  dorm  to 
live  on  the  island,  citing  it  as 
the  perfect  getaway  from  .the 
stresses  of  boarding^chool.- 
life.  And  in  spring  the  island 
will  attract  sporting  celebrities 
and  their  fans  when  the  Eng¬ 
land  cricket  team  plays  the 
West  Indies  here. 

For  those  who1  want  to  see 
and  be  seen,  Sandy  Lane  is  the 
answer.  Here,  in  winter,'  you 
are  more  than  likely  to  bump 
into  Nigel  Dempster  over  the 
breakfast  rolls,  find  Michael 
Winner  on  the  next  sunbed  or 
trip  over  a  television  star 
sipping  a  cocktail  in  the  open: 
air  rotunda.  But  if.  like  rra, 
you  want  to  do  more  in 
Barbados  than  appear  in  your 
very  own  daytime  soap  opera, 
then  hopping  in  a  hired  car 
and  pottering  about  the 
island's  maze  of  backroads 
and  lanes  is  die  answer. 

1  headed  north  on  the  nar¬ 
row  road  that  backs  the  St 
Janies  coast,  where  the 
island's  pridest  hotels  gently 
jostle  for  a  share  of  iis  best 
beadies.  Here  on  the  west 
coast,  the  calm  waters  and 
picture-postcard  sands  are  a 
stark  contrast  to  the  stormy. 


Speights  town  is  where  the  real  Barbados  is  to  be  found,  with  its  brightly  painted,  green  and  blue  chattel  houses  and  boats,  and  deserted  streets  —  the  residents  are  all  in  the  local  bar 


Atlantic-faring  shores  of  the 
east.  ,1 

it  was  not  until  I  readied 
Speightstawn  that  I  found 
myself  bad:  in  the  real  world. 
At  least  rr  looked  like  a  real 
Barbadian  town:  wooden 
chattel  bouses  painted  vivid 
greens  and  blues;  an  improba¬ 
bly  large  furniture  store 
dominating  the  main  road;  an 
airy  church,  its  west  door 
flung  open.  But  where  were  all 
the  people?  ' 

In  the  bar,  was  where. 
The  gloom  of  the  Fisher¬ 
man’s  Pub  was  mislead¬ 
ing  from  outside,  but 
inside  the  rap-calypso  boomed 
out  of  the  speakers  and  vari¬ 
ous  hangover  men  sat  around 
gloomily  drinking  Banks  beer. 
It  was  Ham  and  Dick,  the 
barman,  had  been  an  duty 
since  1  JO  tbe  previous  after¬ 
noon.  “I  plan  to  stay  up  all 
day,  and  then  go  to  the  calypso 
competition  in  Bridgetown 
tonight,  ;then  "  recover  next 
week,"  he  grinned,  pouring 
me  a  Banks.  Given  the  stam¬ 
ina  of  those -around  me.  it 
would  have  been  insulting  to 
refuse.  1  downed  it  an  the 
terrace  overlooking  Speights- 
town’s  pier  which,  though 
tatty,  would  no  doubt  look  Eke 
the  one  in  the  Bacardi  advert 
after  a  few  more  drinks. 

Well  before  1  reached  that 
stage.  I  headed  inland  and, 
more  by  hick  titan  judgment, 
found  zriy  way  to  St  Nicholas 
Abbey,  a  former  plantation 
house  and  the  oldest  building 
on  the  island,  dating  from 
1650.  Tbe  current  owner;  1 i- 
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Col  Stephen  Cave,  was  charm¬ 
ing.  opening  up  specially 
when  I  arrived  after  hours, 
and  offering  a  brief  tour  to  talk 
about  his  home  to  me  and  a 
couple  of  American  tourists 
who  had  also  happened  by. 

**I  have  no  idea  why  it  is  so 
named,  for  rt  has  never  been 
an  abbey,"  he  confessed.  He 
showed  us  a  -  slice  of  old 
England  that  had  been  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  Caribbean  by  his 
ancestors:  Wedgwood  portrait 
medallions,  a  Coal  port  dinner 
service  from  1810.  a  1759 
grandfather  dock  made  by 
Thwahes  •  and  Reed  of 
Croydon.  . 

Then,  more  soberly,  re¬ 
minders  erf  the  island's  slave 
past:  Barbados's  wealth  came 
from  sugar,  and  from  the 
sweat  of  slaves  such  as  Bosun 
and  London,  two  men  Ested  in 
an  1822  inventory  of  the  plant¬ 
ation’s  assets.  “The  most  valu¬ 
able  man  was  worth  £165. 
‘Nanny*  was  worth  nothing  as 
she  was  obviously  very  old," 
said  Lt-Gol  Gave. 

He  has  came  up  with  a  fasci¬ 
nating  way  of  reminding  visi¬ 
tors  of  the  island's  past,  for  in 


The  Fisherman’s  Pub,  Speightstown,  rarely  closes 


1980  he  discovered  ten  reels  of 
black  and  white dne  film,  shot 
by  his  father  Lawrence  in  1935. 
Recently  he  started  showing 
them  to  visitors  in  a  shed  at  die 
back  of  the  house:  enthralled,  1 
watched  white  planters  in  pith 
helmets  strolling  around 
Bridgetown,  drunken  lab¬ 
ourers  staggering  out  of  a  bar. 
horse-drawn  buggies  trotting 
by.  barrels  of  molasses  being 
transported  by  wheelbarrow, 
everything  slightly  speeded  up 
in  the  way  of  dd  films. 

There  was  also  footage  of  St 
Nicholas  Abbey.  In  his  com¬ 
mentary,  Lt-Col  Cave  ex¬ 
plained  how  in  the  1930s, 
small  boys  on  the  plantation 
had  a  great  dare:  the  game 
was  to  grab  one  of  the  sails  of 
the  windmill  as  h  rotated, 
.change  grip  when  it  readied 
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The  pool  at  Cobblers  Cove,  famous  for  its  rum  cocktails 


the  top.  and  then  jump  off  as  it 
came  bade  down.  One  false 
move,  and  you  could  die. 
Some  dare. 

Today  the  local  boys  dare 
themselves  io  surf  the  Atlantic 
waves  of  the  east  coast  I 
watched  the  huge  breakers 
roll  in  from  the  terrace  of  the 
Kingsley  Club,  as  I  lunched  on 
a  local  speciality,  flying  fish 
and  creamed  com.  “Sophisti¬ 
cated  travellers  like  this,"  said 
the  Kingsley  Club's  owner. 
Loris  Arevian,  casting  an 
expansive  hand  around  his 
charming,  slightly  weather¬ 
beaten  blue-ond-white  veran¬ 
da.  “They  have  seen  all  the 
glitter  they  want.  On  the  west 
coast  you  have  marble  rooms 
and  expensive  cafes,  but  who 
wants  to  pay  hundreds  of 
dollars  for  a  bedroom?  Here, 
life  is  not  in  the  Hotel,  but 
outside." 

Certainly  his  seven 
simple  rooms,  with 
their  fans,  cane  fur¬ 
niture  and  wonder¬ 
ful  ocean  views  for  £40- £63  a 
night,  are  charming.  But  Mr 
Arevian  is  hoping  to  start 
work  soon  on  a  major  redevel¬ 
opment,  adding  32  suites 
around  the  grounds,  with  a 
swimming  pool  being  built  on 
die  site  of  the  present  accom¬ 
modation.  I  could  not  help 
worrying  that  it  would  totally 
change  the  bohemian  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  the  place,  although 
Mr  Arevian  hopes  it  will  not. 

As  in  much  of  the  Carib¬ 
bean,  choosing  the  right  hold 
is  ■  important  in  Barbados 
because  many  holidaymakers 
rarely  stray  from  the  pool  or 
nearest  beach.  Barbados  is 
fucky  to  combine  the  luxury 
hotels  of  the  west  coast  the 
wildness  of  the  east  and  the 
reasonably  priced  resorts  of 
the  south,  towns  with  names 
such  as  Worthing  and  Has¬ 
tings  —  but  with  far  better 
beaches  than  their  English 
namesakes. 


1  holed  up  at  the  Coral  Reef 
Club,  a  couple  of  miles  north 
of  Sandy  Lane,  and  decidedly 
less  flashy.  It  prides  itself  on 
its  low-key.  family  atmos¬ 
phere,  and  any  celebrities  that 
choose  it  certainly  do  not  want 
their  visit  publicised.  My  days 
started  with  a  two-minute 
stroll  through  the  palm  trees  to 
the  beach,  a  scrunch  of  sand 
between  the  toes,  a  splash  of 
salt  water,  and  then  a  date 
with  some  meaningful 
poached  eggs,  papaya  fruit 
and  coffee. 

Complaints?  An  overenthu- 
siastic  maid  who  tried  to  break 
in  as  I  was  in  the  shower  and 
little  on  the  menu  for  strict 
vegetarians,  although  fish-eat¬ 
ers  are  well  looked  after  —  the 
papardelle  and  scallops  I  tried 
one  evening  was  divine. 

Farther  north  still  comes 
Cobblers  Cove,  another  up¬ 
market.  discreet  haven,  where 
two-storey  blocks  of  suites  are 
dotted  around  the  kidney- 
shape  pool  overlooking  the 
sea.  I  dropped  in  for  a  Cob¬ 
blers  Cooler  with  manager 
Hamish  Watson,  who  sets  a 
wonderful  challenge  for  any¬ 
one  who  can  drink  five  of  lus 
legendaiy  rum  cocktails  in  one 


sitting.  If  you  can  walk*  around 
the  edge  of  the  swimming 
pool,  without  falling  in.  he  will 
pay  the  bill  for  your  hoEday.  It 
has  never  happened,  although 
some  have  come  close.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  Hamish.  the  record 
was  nor  attempted  ty  the 
English  businessman  in  his 
eighties  who  spent  three 
months  at  the  hotel  last  year, 
paying  £300  a  night  for  his 
room. 

The  hotel  scene  in  Bar¬ 
bados  is  shortly  to  be 
thrown  out  of  kilter. 
At  the  end  of  April, 
the  Coral  Reef  Club  will  dose 
for  six  months  for  renovation, 
and  Sandy  Lane  will  close  for 
an  18-month.  £37.5  million 
refurbishment.  There  will  be 
new  rooms,  tennis  courts, 
swimming  pool  and  spa,  im¬ 
provements  to  existing  rooms 
and  plenty  of  effort  made  to 
keep  the  staff  out  of  sight: 
adding  service  tunnels,  for 
example. 

Certainly,  it  is  time  for  a 
faceEft  —  there  is  some  decid¬ 
edly  1970s  decor,  particularly 
in  the  screaming-pink  restau¬ 
rant  upstairs;  indeed,  anyone 
planning  a  remake  of  Char¬ 


lie's  Angels  or  The  Saint 
should  send  the  location 
scouts  out  pronto.  But  what 
Sandy  Lane’s  regulars  will  be 
pondering  is  where  to  go  in  the 
meantime. 

"1  don't  think  it  will  make 
much  difference  to  us.  as  we 
have  a  different  clientele,"  said 
Mr  Watson.  “I  think  they  may 
perhaps  consider  MaJJiou- 
hana  or  Cap  Juluca  on  Anguil¬ 
la.  or  the  K  Club  an  Barbuda." 

Richard  Williams,  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Sandy  Lane, 
reckons  his  guests  might  try 
the  villas  on  the  estate  sur¬ 
rounding  the  hotel,  or  perhaps 
Mustique.  or  even  Bali  or  the 
Maldives.  But  will  they  return 
after  such  a  lengthy  closure? 

“I  am  confident  that  the 
magical  location  of  Barbados, 
and  the  ability  to  get  here  on 
Concorde,  will  keep  them  com¬ 
ing."  he  said.  "We  will  certain¬ 
ly  be  among  the  best  small 
resorts  in  the  world." 

Well.  1  suppose  he  would 
say  that  —  but  I  am  willing  to 
bet  that  when  Sandy  Lane 
reopens  in  1999,  there  will  be 
just  as  many  famous  faces, 
and  as  many  furtive  glances 
over  the  breakfast  table,  as 
ever. 


Concorde  pilots  at  work:  the  plane  cruises  at  58.000ft  —  twice  as  high  as  most  flights 

Supersonic  —  the  only  way  to  fly 

temperature  (down  to  -62Q,  speed  (up  to 
1340m  ph,  twice  the  speed  of  sound)  and 
height  (58.000ft  is  almost  twice  that  reached 
on  an  ordinary  flight).  Funnily  enough,  the 
service  was  not  as  fancy  as  on  some  business 
and  first-class  sections  of  subsonic  flights  — 
no  newspapers,  television  or  free  toilelries 
bag.  There  was  also  a  distressing  lack  of 
recognisable  celebrities  on  board,  and 
although  1  thought  1  spotted  a  reggae  star, 
the  stewardesses  kept  diplomatically  quiet 
Soon  after  dinner — caviare,  king  prawns, 
lobster,  what  you  would  expect  really  —  we 
reached  Heathrow.  The  flight  had  taken  just 
three  hours.  44  minutes,  and  I  disembarked 
feeling  fresh  as  a  daisy  —  albeit  one  that  has 
developed  a  taste  for  fine  wine. 

Cath  Urquhart 


“ITS  THE  doses!  you  will  ever  get  to  space 
travel,"  a  well-heeled  friend  told  me  before  1 
boarded  Concorde  for  the  flight  from 
Barbados  to  Heathrow.  He  was  right  At 
58,000ft  peering  out  of  one  of  Concorde’s 
postcard-sized  windows,  I  saw  a  breathtak¬ 
ing  sight.  Below  us  were  clouds  —  all  the 
douds,  even  those  stringy  cirrus  ones  that 
are  highest  in  the  sky.  Above  the  douds  was 
the  horizon,  a  hazy  white  glow  that  gently 
curved,  indicating  the  curvature  of  the 
Earth.  Above  us  was  the  deep,  deep  blue  of 
space.  1  was  looking  at  the  edge  of  the  Earth. 

Travel  editors  do  not  often  have  the 
chance  to  hop  on  to  Concorde  —  honest  — 
and  tills  was  ray  first  supersonic  flight.  I  was 
surprised  by  the  tiny  cabin  —  a  narrow, 
single-aisle  capsule  with  four  seats  to  a  row. 
In  front  of  us  was  a  display  giving  outside 
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In  the  centre  of  Dublin 
you  can  hear  seagulls 
cry.  And  when  Ireland's 
rugby  team  is  playing  at 
Lansdowne  Road,  the  roar  of 
the  crowd  is  audible  all  over 
the  capital. 

This  is  a  small  city,  accessi¬ 
ble  on  Toot.  It  is  cultural, 
friendly,  even  cosy,  and  it  is 
booming:  the  flights  there  are 
cheap,  the  planes  arc  full,  and 
last  year  17  new  hotels  opened. 

It  is  Dublin’s  pocket  sire  that 
makes  it  the  perfect  weekend 
destination,  as  scores  of  rowdy 
stag-nighters  have  discovered 
to  their  delight.  But  do  not  let 
this  discourage  you:  the  city  is 
generous  enough  to  accommo¬ 
date  everyone,  and  varied 
enough  to  appeal  to  theatre¬ 
goers',  Guinness  obsessives, 
Oterary  groupies  and  hikers 
alike. 

The  sights  are  well-known 
—  Trinity  College.  George 
Bernard  Shaw’s  birthplace, 
the  Sth-century  AD  illumin¬ 
ated  The  Book  of  Kells.  But 
Dublin  is  also  a  living  city, 
and  deserves  to  be  viewed  as 
more  than  just  a  museum. 

On  our  first  morning,  our 
party  look  the  Dart  railway 
train,  along  with  many  Dublin 
families,  to  the  coast  at  Howth. 
Twenty-five  minutes  from  the 
centre  of  ihe  city,  we  were 
tramping  gorse-and-heather 
cliffs,  with  a  view  across  a 
beaten-metal  sea.  dear  to 
Wales. 

In  undertaking  this  modest 
pilgrimage,  it  turned  out.  we 
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Typical  Georgian  houses 


were  not  only  typical  of  the 
modem  Irishmen  and  women, 
bur  of  the  Irish  through  the 
ages.  For  this  is  where  Yeats, 
to  escape  the  din  of  the  city, 
used  to  take  a  seafront  cottage, 
and  Swift,  two  centuries  earli¬ 
er.  holed  up  to  write  Gulliver’s 
Travels. 

Howth  is  still  a  working 
port,  but  now  the  trawlers  are 
outnumbered  by  the  yachts. 
Only  one  fisherman  was  visi¬ 
ble  that  day.  and  he  in  gloomy, 
eiegaic  mood.  “We  do  great 
things,  us  Irish,  but  always  out 
of  the  country.  Great  Irishmen 
never  stay  here  for  long." 

In  a  land  of  hardy  cliches, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  resilient 
It  is  also,  as  the  fast-changing 
city  centre  proves,  ceasing  to 
be  true.  Into  the  heart  of  town, 
all  along  the  River  Li/fey. 
Ireland’s  young  professionals 
—  people  who  might  once  have 
regarded  Dublin  as  a  back¬ 
water  —  are  returning. 

Georgian  houses  that  re¬ 
mained  derelict  for  years  are 
being  converted  into  apart¬ 
ments.  and  prices  are  not  far 
removed  from  Edinburgh  or 
London:  £90,000  is  not  unusu¬ 
al  for  a  two-bedroom  flat 

There  is  even  a  new  recruit¬ 
ment  agency  which  specialises 
in  persuading  Irish  profes¬ 
sionals  working  abroad  to 
come  home:  the  top  seven 
managers  a!  The  Merrion, 
Dublin's  newest  five-star  ho¬ 
tel.  which  opened  in  October, 
were  all  lured  bade  from 
overseas  posts.  They  are  typi¬ 
cal:  in  the  past  two  years  more 
people  have  returned  to  Ire¬ 
land  than  have  left,  a  net  gain 
of  nearly  6.000. 

This  young,  professional 
buzz  to  Dublin  is  best  exempli¬ 
fied  by  Temple  Bar,  a  cobbled, 
four-block  drag  just  south  of 
the  Liffey  that  has  been  rede¬ 
veloped  to  spectacular  effect: 
previously  a  strip  of  decrepit 
Georgian  rownhouses.  Tem¬ 
ple  Bar  is  now  a  bewilderingly 
busy  pedestrianised  hubbub 
of  galleries,  cafe  and  bars, 
nightclubs  and  buskers. 

The  area  is  also  home  to  The 
Clarence  hotel,  owned  by  die 
Dublin  businessman  Harry 
Crosbie  and  two  members  of 
U2  —  singer  Bono  and  guitar- 
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Old  Dublin 
is  looking 
younger 

Edward  Marriott  dodges  the 
stag-night  parties  to  find  the  real 
craic  in  the  buzzing  Irish  capital 
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The  thinking  man’s  pint:  Dublin’s  pubs ‘are  the  perfect  place  to  reflect  on  a  changing  city  —  and  in  many  it  is  still  possible  to  escape  from  the  crowds 


fst  The  Edge,  in  a  sense,  the 
classy  elegance  and  under¬ 
stated  oool'of  The  Clarence  are 
emblematic  of  the  way  Dublin 
is  going. 

Fifty  rooms  from  £150  a 
night  a  penthouse  that  costs 
£1,500  a  night  and  bars  to 
which,  after  work,  fashion 
designers,  rock  producers  and 
theatre  directors  all  come  to 
drink.  The  penthouse,  filled 
with  simple.  Shaker-style  fur¬ 
niture.  is  booked  at  least  three 
nights  a  week.  Who,  with  such 
money,  even  ten  years  ago, 
would  have  chosen  Dublin, for 
the  weekend? 

From  the  roof  of  The  Gar- 
ence,  overlooking  the  liffey.  I 
counted  27  cranes.  Such  a 
boom,  however,  is  not  without 
cost  car  sales  have  increased 
by  30  per  cent  a  year  since 
1991.  and  this,  in  a  city  without 
a  subway  system,  means  fre¬ 
quent  gridlock. 
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Dublin,  moreover. 

has  been  accused 
of  neglecting  its 
heritage  in  favour 
of  the  easy  buck  of  tourism 
and.  certainly  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Liffey.  away  from 
the  tour  buses,  architectural 
neglect,  drug  abuse  and  vio¬ 
lence  are  rife. 

Unemployment,  in  some 
pockets,  is  as  high  as  30  per 
cent.  It  is  on  the  dark  housing 
estates  that  taxi  drivers  are 
frequently  held  up  —  not  at 
gunpoint,  but  with  blood-filled 
syringes-  Last  year  there  were 
more  than  2JD0  reported  sy¬ 
ringe  attacks  in  the  capital,  an 
average  of  six  a  day. 

Visitors  should  be  aware, 
but  not  discouraged:  the  clos¬ 
est  you  are  likely  to  come  to 
such  experiences  on  the  aver¬ 
age  weekend  is  hearing  stories 


Flowers  brighten  the  scene  in  busy  Grafton  Street 


from  your  taxi  driver,  as  we 
did.  To  be  fair  to  Dublin,  such 
tales  could  apply  to  any  Euro¬ 
pean  capital. 

Where  Dublin  gains  over  its 
rivals  is  that  here,  unlike 
elsewhere,  it  is  still  possible  to 
escape  the  crowds.  In  bars 
such  as  Ryans,  which  looks 
across  the  liffey  to  the 
Guinness  brewery,  you  could 
be  in  rural  Co  Galway,  not  in 
the  heart  of  an  otherwise  busy 


city.  We  retreated  here  from  a 
squall  ope  lunchtime  and  ate 
lamb  stew  and  vegetable  soup 
and  drank  Guinness  in  our 
own  “snug”  a  partition  secure 
from  the  rest  of  the  pub. 
“Where  you  cumin’  from?” 
asked  the  barman,  dressed  in 
the  same  black-and-white  liv¬ 
ery  waiters  which  have  worn 
here  since  1905.  “London”,  I 
replied.  “Poor  you.”  he  an¬ 
swered,  with  genuine  pity. 


“Where  the  Guinness  is  warm 
and  fizzy." 

That  evening,  unable  to  find 
a  seat  in  any  Temple  Bar  pubs, 
we  pushed  west  up  the  Liffey 
to  O’Shea’s  Merchant  one  of 
Dublin's  more  traditional 
bars.  This,  too.  was  packed, 
but  with  a  different  crowd: 
families  from  the  suburbs. 
young  musicians,  all  come  to 
hear  live  folk  music. 

O’Shea’S  is  divided  in  two. 
and  you  can  either  hear  a  full 
band,  or  a  smaller,  more 
intimate  two-hander.  We  had 
intended  to  try  both,  but  got 
stuck  in  the  latter.  Here,  the 
conversation  flowed  effort¬ 
lessly  from  one  group  to  the 
next 

At  the  end  of  the  night,  we 
put  our  heads  round  next- 
door.  “Come  in,  don't  be  shy." 
someone  shouted  from  the 
back.  “These  guys  are  really 
good,  you  know."  And  so  we 
did.  and  so  they  were. 

After  all  this,  there  remain 
the  museums,  the  galleries, 
and  the  city’s  cultural  life,  not 
least  the  Abbey  Theatre,  which 
regularly  launches  new  work 
by  Ireland’s  playwrights. 

A  day  or  so.  too.  could  easily 
be  spent  wandering  the  Geor¬ 
gian  squares.  In  Merrion 
Square,  perhaps  the  finest  of 
ail,  almost  every  budding  has 
a  plaque  commemorating  the 
famous  —  poets,  sculptors  or 
political  activists,  as  well  as  a 
late-vintage  W.B.  Yeats  and  a 
senator,  all  of  whom  had 
houses  here. 

Samuel  Johnson,  who  had  a 
put  down  for  almost  every¬ 
thing,  judged  Dublin,  in  1791, 
to  be  “a  place  much  worse 
than  London"/ Should  he  be 
looking  down  on  the  city  200 
years  later,  he  might  just  be 
persuaded  to  change  his  mind. 
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■  Edward  Marriott  travelled  with  Aer  Lingus  (0645737747), 

whose  fares  from  Heathrow  start  at  £92.  British  Airways  (0345 
222111)  fares  start  at  £89  from  Gatwick.  Ryanair  (0541 569569) 
lares  start  at  E69  from  Stansied,  Luton,  Manchester.  Liverpool 
Leeds.  Bristol  Cardiff.  Prestwick  and  Bournemouth:  £79  from 
Gatwick.  All  prices  mdude  taxes:  a  Saturday  night  stay  must 
be  inducted.  ■  ‘ 

■  Taxi  fares  are  not  far  off  London  prices.  From  the  airport  to 
centre  of  Dublin  costs  I RJJE15  (£13).  including  a  Id  per  cent  tip. 

-  ■  Edward  Marriott  stayed  at  The  Merrion  hotel  Upper 
Merrion  Street  (reservations  0800 18l53!v  website 
wvnunerrionhoteLie\,  which  opened  in  October  and  is  the 
newest  five-star  hotel  in  the  city.  It  has  been  created  from  four 
Grade  I  listed  Georgian  townhouses  and  backs  on  to  two 
private,  landscaped  I8lh-centuiy  gardens,  to  which  guests  have 
access.  The  H5  rooms  and  suites  have  been  designed  in 
sympathy  with  tire  original  Georgian  architecture.  Until  January 
17.  a  double  room  costs  from  £126  B&B;  thereafter  from  £189  a 
night  room  ortiy. 

■  Tour  operators:  British  Airways  Holidays  (01293  723100) 
has  two-night  breaks  at  the  StaJds  Hotel  starting  at  £!85pp. 
including  flights  and  transfers.  Travebccne  (01S1-£Z7  4445) 
has  two  nights  at  the  Mount  Herbert  hotel  starting  at  EJ65i. 
including  High  is  and  breakfast.  Crystal  (01235-824324)  starts  at 
EI49  for  two  nights  at  the  Castle  HoteL  including  flights  and 
breakfast  and  Time  Off  (0990  846363)  offers  two  nights  guest¬ 
house  accommodation,  with  breakfast,  from  £167. 

■  Bars:  Ryans  Pub  &  Restaurant  (677 0097),  28  Farkgale 
Street:  lunch  costs  £££10.  five-course  dinner.  EM.  O'Shea’s 
Mrrcfoant  f679 6793).  i2  Lower  Bridge  Street.  Oliver  St  John 
Gogarty(671  1179).  Temple  Bar.; 

■  Culture:  Irish  Writers  Museum  (872  2077X  ]9  Pamefl 
Square.  National  Museum  of  Ireland  (677  7444).  Kildare  Street 
and  Merrion  Street-  National  Gallery  of  Ireland  (661 5133). 
Merrion  Square. 

■  Reading  Dublin.  (Lonely  Planet,  £6.99)  is  the  best  guide. 
Dubliners,  by  James  Jgjnbe  (Penguin  Classics;-  £4.99).  James  Joyce 
Reader  (Penguin  Classics.  £7.99).  All  Roddy  Doyle's  novels  — 

The  Commitments.  The  Van,  Paddy  Clarke  Ha  Ha  Ha.  The 
Snapper— toe  set  in  and  around  Dublin  and  published  by 
Miriova  at  £5.99.- 

■  Further  information:  Irish  Tourist  Board  (0(71-493  3201). 


Answers  from  page  22 

KANKEDORT 
(c)  Kankedort  means  a  state  of 
suspense,  a  critical  position,  an 
awkward  affair. 

MUINEIRA 

(c)  Muineira  is  a  type  of  Spanish 


dance  and  song  that  is  performed 
in  six-in-a-measure  time.  It  is  popular 
in  Galicia  and  is  also  known  as 
the  GaUegada. 


VIOLON  D'JNGRES 
(a)  Violan  d’Ingres  is  an  occasional 
pastime.  It  is  also  an  activity  other 


than  that  for  which  one  is  well 
known  or  at  which  one  excels.  Rjt 
example,  the  artist  Ingres  took 
time  off  from  his  paints  to  fiddle. 

UMBATION 

(a)  The  formation  of  a  border.  Also 
a  border  distinguished  by  colour  or 
structure. 
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A  bathroom  at  The  Merrion,  with  a  view  of  Parliament 


€3 1 H  rtn 

pluS  4l20  Fax 


Wcrl«4  C^ers 

Fl«cj/\t  pr»ceS  |rorv*: 


ScivtF  France 
£13^  rtr> 


£25^  rtn 

plt*S  -£-44  Fax 


For  thousands  World  Cj^ers  call  **S  now  on: 

C345222III  Book  3Ctk  December  ’S7- 


plt*S  6  tax 


World  offers  -  1  xnr 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS 

The  world's  favourite  airline 


Fares  return  from  London.  Gownunenr  and  passenger  taxes  may  vary  bur  are  concern  tin*  of  goagn  press.  AJT  aresuWea  »  Unwed  jvwlabifty  and  nave)  ptrtods.  For  details  see  ITV  Tetoext  p380.  your  travel  agent  or  British  Always  Travel  Shop. 


WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  20 IW7 


travel 


Tony  Kelly 
explores 
Stockholm  as  it 
gears  up  to  be 


Cultural  s 
Capital  of  1998 

A  glorious  display  of  ; 
cultural  .  Jireworks : 
wilJ  burst  over  tHe 

Swedish  capital  on_ 

New  Year’s  Eve  —  Japanese 
dancers. -festivals  of  tango  and 
new:  European  "film.  the- 
Bolshoi ;  -  Ballet  performing 
Glazunov,  the  Berlin  PhiDiar-' 
monic  playing  Verdi.  Ail  are 
lined  up  to  help  Stockholm 
celebrate  its  .turn,  under  the  : 
spotlight  as  die  1998  Cultural 
Capital  of  Europe. .  . 

The  five-siorey  Rulturhusei  - 
on  Stockholm's  Sergeis  Torg  " 
will  be  :  turned  into  a  giant  ' 
dancepalace-fbr  the1  lair  night, 
of  the  year:  By  January  18, 
when  the-  official  -  opening 
takes- place;  'the'  rityi  central 
meeting  point  the  KungstrSd- 
garden,  will  have  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  an  ice  cathedral. 

Later  in  the  year  there  yfflf 
be  art  fn  shop  widows  and 
photography  cm  the  Metro, 
festivals  of  percussion,  pi¬ 
gling  and  .  chamber  music, 
children's  architecture,  a  pup¬ 
pet  festival  and  the  European 
fire  sculpto  re  championships. 

Previous.  Cultural  Capitals, 
such  as  Glasj^iw  in  1990  and 
Thessaloniki  this  year,  used 
the  opportunity  to  make  a 
showcase  of  their  national  and 
regional  culture,  but  Stock¬ 
holm  seems  to  be  denying 
there  is  any  such  thing  (a 
recent  edition  of  Stockholm 
'98.  entitled  What  is  Swedish 
Culture ?.  also  failed  to  supply 
many  answers). 

Admittedly,  the  cultural 
year  programme  does  indude 
a  Strindberg  .festival  and  sev¬ 
en  new  Swedish  operas,  along 
with  a  heavy  concentration  on 
Swedish  design.  But  a  glance 
through  the  festival  listings 
reinforces  the  impression  that 
the  world  will  be  coming  to 
Sweden,  rather  than  Sweden 
showing  itself  off  to  the  world. 

A  new  Modem  Art  Muse¬ 
um,  designed  by  the'  Spanish  . 
architect  Rafael  Moneo,  and 
blasted  out  of  the  granite  on 
the  island  of  Skeppsholmen. 
will  open  in  February.  Hie 
museum's  British  director, 
David  Ellion.  has  fair  together 
an  opening  exhibition  featur¬ 
ing  Damien  Hirst.  Rachel  ■ 
Whiteread  and  Francis  Bacon. 
Later  in  the  year,  there  will  be 
a  substantial  Joan  Miri  retro¬ 
spective.  Not  many  Swedish 
names  there. 

It  is  all  rather  like  last 
week's  jamboree  in  the  City 
Hall,  when  the  world's  great 
and  good  gathered  for  the 
Nobel  prizewinners’  banquet 
in  a  1920s  building  modelled 
on  a  Venetian  palazzn. 

Stockholm  is  so  good  at 
absorbing  outside  cultural  in-  - 
fluences.  you  wander  whether 
it  has  a  cultural  life  of  its  own. 
The  answer,  of  course,  is  yes: 
Stockholm  has  more  muse¬ 
ums.  theatres  and  art  galleries 
than  just  about  any  dry  of 
comparable  sue.  But  how 
much  of  what  they  put  cm  is 
particularly  Swedish?  Perhaps 
it  is  unfair  to  ask- 
The  history  of  our  culture  is 
multinational'"  says  Jan 
Sandquist,  who,  when  he  is 
not  acting  as  press  officer  for 
Stockholm  ’9S.  plays  tuba  m  a 


FACT  FILE 


■  Tony  Kelly  travelled  with 
the  Swedish  Travel  and 
Tourism  Council  (0171-724 
5868).  He  flew  with  Ryanair 
(0541 5695601  which  flies 
twice  daily  from  Stansted  to 
Stockholm  South  for  £99 
return,  plus  £10  departure 
tax.  A  bus  into  town  costs 
120  kroner  (£10)  return. 
British  Airways  (0345 
222111)  flies  from  Heathrow 
and  Gatwick:  Finnair  (0171- 
408 1223^  and  SAS  (0171-734 
4020)  from  London  and 
Manchester.  Prices  stmt  at 
£205  return.  All  fly  to  the 
main  Stockholm  airport.  . 
Arianda.  30  miles  north  of 
Stockholm.  Taxis  cost  £25. 

■  Where  to  stay:  for  style 

on  the  waterfront-  it  has  to 
be  the  Grand  Hotel  (00463 
6793500).  B&8  prices  start 
al  £109  per  double  room  at 
weekends:  £192  on  _ 
weekdays.  Near  here  is  of 
Chapman,  an  English 

square-rigged  ship  now 

used  asa youth  hostel (679 
5015),  beds  from  £ia  For  ■ 
B&R  contact  B&B 
Stockholm  (660  5565),  from 
£JS  per  person. 

■  Tour  operators:  Cijy 
Escapades  (0IS1-563  S959) 
has  four-night  breaks  to 
Stodtholm 'until  December 

31.  Prices  start  al  £305. 
flying  boat  Gatwick  with 
BA  and  based  bn  two 
sharing,  with  children 
going  free.  Prices  start  al 

GIUanuary-Maren. 
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The  Swedish  capital  is  built  on  14  islands  and.  although  bridges  and  Metro  links  mean  you  never  have  to  take  a  forty,  you  cannot  escape  the  city's  connections  with  the  water 


Dixieland  jazz  band.  “If  you 
have  a  small  population  and  a 
language  that  nobody  else 
speaks,  you  have  to  cross 
borders  and  adapt. 

“Of  course,  the  purpose  of 
the  Cultural  Capital  year  is  to 
promote  your  own  culture:  if 
you  want  to  listen  to  Pavarotti, 
you  can.  do  it  anywhere."  he 
adds,  pointing  out  that  60  per 
cent  of  the  1.000-phis  events 
will  be  entirely  ^Swedish". 

Just  as  important,  Mr 
Sandquist  says,  is  to 
create  an  atmosphere  in 
which  art  can  flourish 
and  new  audiences  arc  drawn 
in.  The  excitement  generated 
by  the  Cultural  Capital  has 
made  public  spending  on  the 
arts  respectable,  even  fashion¬ 
able,  he  adds. 

“Stockholm  is  not  really  a 
city,  just  a  very  big  small 
town,"  says  Mats  Widbom.  an 
architect  who  is  coordinating 
the  year's  design  .  events' 
“There  are  few  high-rise  build¬ 
ings  and  everything  Is  done  on 
a  human  scale." 

In  fact,  at  times.  Stockholm 
feels  more  like  a  succession  of 
villages.  The  city  is  built  on 
water  —  or  rather  on  14 
islands,  each  with  its  own 
personality.  Most  visitors . 
head  for  Gamia  Stan  (Old 
Town),  a  maze  of  medieval 
buildings  arid  cobbled  streets 
around  the  cathedral.  They 
also  wander  around  neigh¬ 
bouring  Skeppsholmen  on  a 


DIARY  OF  EVENTS  IN  THE  CAPITAL  OF  CULTURE  VS 
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Jan  18-Feb  18:  Ice  Cathedral.  T” 

Kungstradgarden  —  exhibi- 
tion  on  the 'theme  of  snow  and  Y_i 

ice  sculpture.  fey 

Feb  &  Sami  (Lapp)  National  — nof»wum-...  T- 

Day;  Lapp  banquet  followed  '3Ssr  -?8l 

by  a  concert  of  flamenco  and  \  v  ■—*!»> 
joik  chanting.  '  ^r-- jp? 

Feb  14:  opening  of  Modern  Art  ratyitia- 

Museum  and  Museum  of 
Architecture. 

Mar  14:  Mahler  Marathon  —  WftwhokDiM.v 

IS  pianists  play  all  Mahler's  - 

symphonies.  soppwwu* 

May  I:  Berlin  Philharmonic.  L— 

Vasa  Museum  —  Verdi  and  Beethoven  per¬ 
formed  in  front  of  the  17th-century  man-of-war 
Vasa,  a  62m-long  ship  which  sank  on  launch¬ 
ing  in  1628  and  was  raised  in  1961. 

May  9-Aug  30:  Miro  exhibition.  Modem  Art 
Museum. 

May  23Ang  30:  Mantime  Culture  ‘98;  a 
celebration  of  Sweden’s  maritime  histmy  on  the 
island  of  Djurgarden. 

May  30-Jnn  7:  Tango  Festival,  with  artists  from 
Uruguay.  Argentina  and  Sweden. 


Jun  8-Sept  1:  Gluck  season. 
WM  /  £  ’  Drottningholm  Court  Theatre 

^06SAi<u£M{  _  Orpheus  and  Eurydice. 

Alceste.,  Paris'  and  Helena 
(stage  concert  performance) 
and  the  ballet  Don  Juan. 
Tr\^L^T~r~.  Aug  642:  Peter  Brook  directs 
*  A  die  opera  Don  Giovanni. 

’  •  .-  A«*g  22-Sept  12:  Strindberg 

'  PvWii'  Festival  -fr;  plays  by  Sweden’s 

ju  greatest  dramatist '  at  '  the 

•;  Strindberg  Theatre  and  Stock- 

.kj  Qua^pjii^  holm  Cathedral. 

! j  Sept  Under/Exposed  —  pho- 
.  - .  .  I  togra{*v. lakes  the  place  of 
advertisements  on  the  lOfetib  for  a  month. 

Ort  7-17:  Poetry  Olympics  —  poetry  reading 
competition,  judged  by  the  audience. 

Oct  24-Nav  25:  Princess  and  the  Moon  —  a  new 
children’s  opera  by  Jonas  Furssell. 

Nov3-S:  Electronic  mu  sic  .festival. 

Nov  25-28:  European  Fire  Sculpture  Champ¬ 
ionships. 

•  For  a  fret  Xff-page  brvehum  detailing  the  entire 
programme  for  the  Cultural  Capital  Year  'VS.  call 
01476  S78SIL 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 


Departures:  Monday  22  December  to  Saturday  December  27, 1997 
Lowest  available  published  fares  for  return  travel. 
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Quarter  itjflej 


crisp  morning,  as  the  sun 
shines  through  the  trees,  re¬ 
flecting  the  houses  of  Gamia 
Stan  across  the  water.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  you  are  only  a 
mile  from  the  city  centre. 

Bridges  and  Metro  links 
mean  you  never  have  to  take  a 
ferry  there  days,  but  you 
cannot  escape  the  dtys  con¬ 
nections  with  the  water.  Out¬ 
side  the  royal  palace,  where 
the  Baltic  meets  Lake  Malar- 


#rig 


en,  locals  fish  for  salmon. 
Boats  depart  the  city  centre  for 
Helsinki  and  for  the  islands  of 
the  archipelago,  where  every 
other  Stockholmer  seems  to 
have  a  summer  house. 

I  boarded  a  boat  for 
Drottninghotm.  King  Carl 
Gustafs  residence,  seven 
miles  west  of  the  city. !  tucked 
into  raw  herrings  and 
schnapps  as  the  boat  glided 
through  the  suburbs,  passing 
wooden  houses  by  the  water's 
edge  and  islands  glowing  with 
russet  and  gold.  Once  at  the 
palace.  I  headed  for  the  Royal 
Court  Theatre,  built  in  17b6 
and  still  using  its  original 
stage  machinery.  The  candles 
which  once  lit  the  stage  have 
been  replaced  by  ingeniously 
flickering  electric  lights. 


With  the  strength  of 
the  pound,  Swe¬ 
den  is  surpris¬ 
ingly  affordable. 
Fly  from  Stansted  to  the 
renamed  Stockholm  South 
(Skavsta)  airport  60  miles  out 
of  town,  and  you  can  pay  only 
£99  return.  Stay  in  a  B&B  and 
you  can  have  a  city-centre 
.  room,  with  a  breakfast  of  ham. 
eggs  and  cheese,  for  under 
£30.  My  hosts,  Lars  and 
Ingrid  Soderstrom.  had  a  flat 
on  Olof  Falme  Street,  yards 
from  where  the  former  prime 
minister  was  murdered  in 
1986.  A  short  walk  rook  me  to 
his  grave  at  Adolf  Fredriks 
church. 

Restaurants  across  the  city 
serve  a  dagens  rdu  at  lunch¬ 
time  —  a  daily  special  with 
bread,  salad  and  coffee,  usu¬ 
ally  for  less  than  £5.  Or  you 
can  put  together  a  feast  from 
the  Oslennalm  food  hall, 
where  reindeer  hearts  and 
sides  of  salmon  are  found, 
along  with  pheasant  burgers 
and  cakes  of  goats'  cheese. 

Things  only  start  to’  get 
expensive  when  you  go  out  at 
night  The  arty  crowd  head  for 
the  southern  island  of  Soder- 
malm.  to  restaurants  such  as 
Hannas  Krog.  where  Swedish 
meets  Jamaican  and  Japanese 
influences.  The  young,  hip  and 


iifetsfe 


Gamia  Stas:  medieval  buildings  and  cobbled  streets 


Norvista  (0171=409  7334) 
offers  two  nights  in  the 

four-star  Scandic  Hotel  _ 
Continental  for  £248,  flying 
from  Gatwick  with  Fiiuiair  . 
and  based  on  two  sharing- 
Valid  anti!  the  end  of  April 

■  When  to  go:  winters  are 
long  and  cold,  so  unless  you 
are  going  for  the  Cultural 
Capjial  activities  the  best 
time  is  May  to  October. 

■  Getting  around:  the 
Stockholm  Card  (from 
tourist  offices)  costs  KriS5 
(£15)  for  24  hours,  Kr350  for 
48.  It  gives  free  entry  to 
museums  and  unlimited 
useof  public  transport  Tor 
one  adult  and  two  children. 


'  ■  Museum  choice:  Music 
Museum,  Sibyl!  egalan  2, 
open  Iiam-4pm  daily 

(except  Monf.  Vasa 
Museum.  Djurgtirden, 
open  930am-7pm  daily  in 
summer.  10am-5pm  in 
winter. 

■  Restaurant  choice: 
.Hannas  Krog,  Skanegatan 
80  (643  8225).  young  and 
trendy;  main  dishes  about' 
£10-£15.  Hermitage.  Stora 
Nygatan  1!  (411 9500), 
vegetarian  cafe  in  the  old 
town,  popular  at  lunchtime, 
generous  daily  menu  £5. 

■  Guidebook  choice: 
Sweden;  The  Rough  Guide 
(£10-99). 


beautiful  can  be  found  across 
the  water  on  Stureplan,  at 
places  such  as  the  O  Bar.  a 
favourite  haunt  of  Crown 
Princess  Victoria  and  her 
friends,  or  at  the  Cafe  Opera, 
in  a  wing  of  the  19th-century 
Opera  House,  all  frescoes  and 
gilded  mirrors  by  day.  then, 
after  midnight,  a  crowded 
disco  with  Euro-pop  on  the 
turntable  and  vodka  bottles 
hanging  down  from  steel 
chandeliers. 

Just  before  leaving  Stock¬ 
holm  I  returned  to  the  Cafe 
Opera  for  the  afternoon  pastry 
buffet  Elderly  women  fin¬ 
gered  their  strudels  and  trifled 
with  trifles  between  sips  of  tea. 
There  were  custard  tarts, 
cherry  meringue  and  choco- 
)a  re-covered  strawberries,  and 
you  can  eat  as  much  as  you 
like  for  Kr75  (E6.25). 

Another  petit  four*.  You 
mighr  as  well.  At  £99  for  the 
return  flight  don’t  expect  to 
get  a  meafan  the  plane  home. 


□  ITIS  still  possible  to  spend 
Christmas  with  the  Angels: 
The  Angel  Hotel  (01730 
812421)  at  Midhurst  in  Sussex 
is  offering  a  three-night  pack¬ 
age  for  £347.50  per  person, 
based  on  two  sharing.  The 
price  includes  breakfast 
champagne  reception  and 
dinner  oii  Christmas  Eve. 
Christmas  Day  drinks  and 
lunch.  Boxing  Day  lunch, 
reception  and  dinner. 

□  A  TRADITIONAL  Christ¬ 
mas  is  on  offer  at  the  Rookery 
Hall  Hotel  (01270  blOOIbj. 
Chester,  from  Tuesday.  Cele¬ 
brations  include  welcome  tea 
and  cocktails,  candlelit  din¬ 
ners,  transport  to  midnight 
Mass.  Christinas  feast  horse 
and  carriage  ride  on  Boxing 
Day  and  afternoon  classes  for 
the  Victorian  gala  dinner 
dance.  Three  nights  from  £355 
per  person. 

□  PULL  MORE  than  just  a 
cracker  this  Yuletide:  Solo’s 
Holidays  (0181-951  2800)  is 
offering  a  special  Christmas 
break  for  singles  aged  be¬ 
tween  30  and  50.  From  Tues¬ 
day.  three  nights'  half-board 
at  the  Swallow  Royal  Hotel, 
Bath,  is  from  £395  per  person, 
including  a  cabaret  dinner 
dance  and  visit  to  the  city. 

□  HELPFUL  Holidays, 
which  specialises  in  self-cater¬ 
ing  in  the  West  Country,  still 
has  a  selection  of  large  country 
properties  —  some  sleeping  up 
to  eight  people  —  available 
over  Christmas.  One,  at  St 
Cleer.  near  Liskeard.  with  an 
indoor  swimming  pool,  exists 
£1,175  for  a  week.  Details  on 
01647  433593. 


London  - 
Amsterdam 


London  - 
Berlin 


London  - 
Belfast 


Manchester - 
Cork 


London  - 
Glasgow 


London  - 
Lisbon 


London  - 
Malta 


London- 
New  York 


London  - 
Pafana 


from  £58  easyJet 
(ex-Luton) 

£99  AB  Airlines 
(ex-Gatvrick) 

from  £74  JEA 
lex-Stansted/GaTwick) 

from  £335  BA 


from  £58  easyJet 
(esfrLidon) 

£114  AB  Airlines 
(ex-Gatwick) 

£207  BA 
(esc  Gatwick) 

from  £257  J ceiaruiair 
(ex-Gatwicki 

from  £98  easy  Jet 
lex-Luton) 


Birmingham  -  £110  BA 
Parts 

Anfin*  telephone  numbers 
AB  Airlines  0345  4C474S 
British  Airways  (BA)  0345  222111 
easyJet  0990  292929 
British  Mtdtand  0345  554554 


£199  Transavia 
(ex-Gatwick) 

£398  AB  Airlines 
(ex-Gatwick) 

from  £136  JEA 
InStansted/Qatwick 


£198  BA 

(ex-Heath  row/Gatwick) 

£398  AB  Airlines 
(ex-Gatwlckl 

£394  BA 
(ex-Gatwick) 

£844  BA 

(ex-Heath  row/Gatwick) 

£346  Bntfeh  Midland 
(ex-Heathrow) 


Icetandalr  0171-388  5599 
JEA  0990  676676 
Transavta  01293  596650 


Notes 

-  mw-mKlweek;  woweekend. 

*  Prices,  shown  in  the  tetl-tiand  column  are  the  lowest  pt/Wlshed  exurslan  fares. 
Prices  shown  In  the  right-hand  column  are  the  lowest  available  flexible  fares  whch 
do  not  require  a  Saturday  night  stay  and  which,  hi  many  cases.  aOow  changes  or 
cancellation  without  penalty,  in  all  cases  you  are  advised  to  check  the  restrictions. 
If  any.  when  booking. 

*  AvaUBbrily  e-  not  guaranteed. 

*  Fores  shown  do  nor  Include  any  applicable  lores  or  security  lees. 


□  START  your  new  year’s 
resolutions  in  a  far-off  land, 
discoveryinitialives  (0171-229 
9881)  still  has  availability  on 
its  14-night  trip  to  Vietnam. 
Led  by  expert  guides,  visiting 
temples,  beaches  and  national 
parks  and  staying  in  local 
guest  houses,  the  trip  costs 
£975  per  person,  and  flights 
cost  from.  £545  per  person. 
Departs  January  2. 

□  KUMUKA  {0171-937  8855) 
has  reduced  its  Zimbabwe- 


Botswana  safari  from  £M5  to 
£595  per  person.  Departing 
from  Harare  on  January  4.  the 
14-day  trip  includes  horseback 
and  walking  safaris,  visits  to 
the  Okavango  Delta  and  ends 
at  Victoria  Falls.  The  price 
includes  all  transport,  meals 
and  accommodation  but  not 
flights.  Air  Zimbabwe  (0171- 
491  0009)  has  a  return  flight 
from  Heathrow  to  Harare, 
including  internal  flight  from 
Victoria  Falls  to  Harare,  for 
£594  (plus  £20  tax). 


St.  Catherine’s  Monastery  &  Petra 


visiting  St  Catherine’s  Monastery  and  the  Rose  Red  City  of  Petra 

cation  of  the  4-star  Coral  Hilton  7  nights  from£5 15  departure  dates 


The  convenient  location  of  the  4-star  Coral  Hilton  7  nirthtfs  frofll£5  li 

Hotel  in  Nuweiba  makes  it  passible  to  combine  the  _  °  _ 

fasdnatingsitesofStCatherine'sMonasteiy  with  the 
'rose  red'  city  of  Petra.  The  journey  is  further  made 
possible  by  the  Monarch  Airlines  flight  from  London 
Gatwick  to  Ras  ai-Nakaband  the  regular  ferry  serv¬ 
ices  from  Nuweiba. 

Our  journey  commences  withafour-nightstayat  the 
Coral  Hilton  ResortatNuwciba.  This  will  be  «ir  base 
both  for  relaxation  on  the  Red  Sea  coast  to  enjoy  the 
winter  sunshine  and  our  visit  to  St  Catherine's  Mon¬ 
astery  as  well  as  other  optional  excursions  to  places 
such  as  the  Coloured  Canyon.  On  Day  5  transfer  by 
hydrofoil  to  Aqaba  and  travel  north  by  mad  to  R?tra 
and  the  Inter-Continental  for  the  next  three  nights. 

During  the  stay  at  Petra  we  will  visit  various  areas  of 
the  site  (entrancefee  not  included)  and  make  optional 
visits  to  Little  Petra  and  Wadi  Rum.  the  location  of 
David  Lean’s  film  'Lawrence  of  Arabia'.  On  Day  8 
retrace  the  journey  to  Nuweiba  and  continue  to  the 
airport  for  the  return  journey  to  London  Gatwick.  rooms  each  has  private  raalihes.  air-con- 

Tfre  ditionm&TVand  mmibar.OtherfoahUes 

1  ne  reora  mier-LOntmenrai  Hofei  include  two  restaurants,  lounge,  tei 

This  4-Mar  hotel  is  situated  close  to  Petra.  The  149  pool  bar. swimming poo! and  shops, 


DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

Mnndayi  -  prrfUNm  in  twin 

1997 -December  29  £54  5 
1998-  January  5. 12. 19,264515 
February  2.9. 16.23X515 
March  2. 9. 16. 23.'  30  £545.  April  6.  J3  £545 
Single  room  supplement£15n.()9 


U'accommMbiiMai  iht 
Jntfr-OmUwirtaJ/mhaJf 


MfBfc!)  uuD  applj)  loan  resovalioax. 

0171-6161000 


VOYAGES  JULES  VERNE 
2 1  Dorsei  Square.  London  NW I  0QG 

Tmvrl  Ptwnol  U  J.  AKTA  V]  (A  I  ATOLSS3B 
tolenKlhttprfwww.vjv.co.uk 


include  two  restaurants,  t'oimge.  terrace/ 


l»Hjr£  an  fcm  loSrmv.wIsfaysnnl.L-. 


M  inwn.n  ><>  n«'/WkiDCO  in  1007 


—  _  ...  n  f  Uinlf  f  h  A  Uf  aX  i  .  A 


current  best  buys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

BEIJING 

TOKYO 

T*r  person  fasti 


arc  hit 

£3MM EA99* 
E336  £611 
£385  £659 
£374  £679 
£249  £374 
£244  £407 
£299  E3S7 
£297  £434 
£244  £319 
£274  £456 

an  2  pwglo  irartfco 


NEW  YORK 

BOSTON 

CttCAGQ 

FLORIDA 

IDS  ANGELES 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

LAS  VEGAS 


mvj  dn 
hn 

£125  £165 
£125  £165 
£157  £191 
£110  £225 
£128  £225 
£138  £225 
£225  £225 
£175  £245 
£277  £332 
£225  £225 


MEXICO  CITY 

attar  ma 

as\tm&n 

INDIA 

£103 

£319 

jom 

£264 

£352 

CtfETOWI 

£319 

£352 

HARARE 

£325 

£495 

NAfflQBI 

£198 

£329 

DISAi 

£185 

£235 

CARIBBEAN 

£382 

£302 

SBiEVA 

£89 

£119 

AROUND  THE  WORLD 

£777 

ERS  >4- 


Unequivocal  protection  against  airline  insolvency  -  CSS  approved 
worErie^tention  to  detail 


TRAIUgggpERS 

THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


QANTAS/BRITISH  AIRWAYS  TO  AUSTRALIA 
FROM  £611  RETURN 
A  CHOICE  OF  STOPOVERS  AVAILABLE 
PLUS  AUS50  WORTH  OF  TRAVEL  VOUCHERS 
TO  SPEND  IN  AUSTRALIA 


For  tte  real  famtowa  on  wmftMd* 
travel  TraSfioders  te  yoor  cue  stop 
bawd  shop. 

TteflfflHtas  ofes  non .taw  cost 
flights  to  more  ttesfiratiras  das 
anyone.  Experts  ta  airfares  «*» 
1970, «  can  taaor-matoysnrvery 


42-50 arts  Court  Road 
Long  HaA  Travel: 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  trom 


/USTRAUAE36  .  USA £31  •  AFRICA £31  •  PACIBC £40  •  ASIA £27 
USA  CAR  HRE  FROM  £1 2  PBi  DAY  •  CALL  NOW  FOR  TAHJ3FJMADE  WCfftLDWTDE  AND  NORTH  AMQSCA  BRIXMJRES 


ml  f  j,r  r-rlrofi  n«t*fl  Eon-Sal  S-opm  ■  rfT"rs  3  tC-opn-.  •  Closed  25  5  25  Oecembflr 


r  V 


own  package  twin  op  »  to*-****"" 
on  hotels  and  car  hire  woridwwte. 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
TRAILFiMDER  T'.AGAZ!UE 
CALI  0171-935  5366  AfiVTIc.TE 


JDOL145B  I*®  W»fi87« 


Long  Haul  Travel: 
Fust  &  Business  Class: 

215  Kensington  High  Street 
Transatlantic  &  European: 

22-24  The  Priory  Queensway 
Worldwide  Travel: 

48  Com  Street 
Worldwide  Travel: 

254-284  Saucfitfidail  Street 

Worldwide  Ravel: 


Worldwide  Travel: 
First&  Business  Class: 


UMD0NWB6FT 
3171-938  3386 
LONDON  W87RG 
3171-9383939 
Om-938  3444 
UNB»NIV86S} 
9171-9376400 
BIRMINGHAM  B4  6BS 

0131-236 1234 
BRISTOL  BS1 1HQ 
0117-9299000 
SLASGOW  G2  3EH 
0141-3532224 
MANCHESTER  M3  2FF 
0161-839  6969 
0161-0393434 


Trailfintfers  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  earns 


eople  think  the  world  of  us! 


'  c  i 


Fly  the 
real  thing! 


J® 


London  Luton  to 

Geneva  -y"-  ^"£S9; 

Palma  <fe  • . .  *"£59 

Nice  Uyt-  fe*"£49 
Amsterdam  Vi  ^£39 
Barcelona  it  *"£49 
Edinburgh  v  ^£39 
Aberdeen  ^  —£39 

Inverness  ‘"’"‘£39 

Glasgow  j .  ^£39 

Liverpool  laTU;'';. 

Amsterdam  •-  *"’£45  j 

Nice 

All  fares  smgleF  and 
inclucleii^vyiftfa^ 
£10’  Government  IaX; 


AUSTRALIA  I 

[  FARES  FROM  f 

£594 


I  NEW  2EALANDI 

I  FARES  FROM  I 


£647 


USA  \ 


far  Eas|\ 


8  01420-80828 f™g 
0171-287  5558 


^ssSf«a\ 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

FARES  FROM 


01420-808281  £382 


8  0171-287  5535 


^  WE  FIX  IT  ALL 

^•Top  quality,  lowest  scheduled  fares 
-Accommodation,  budget  to  luxurious 
•'bilofmade  itineraries  &  sightseeing  tours 
-Car;  Campervan  hire,  coach  &  rail  tours 


| Xmas  Openino| 

c  .  ■  -<C0 


/-▼i  a  I 


323 


12  High  Street  Alton.  Hants,  GU34 1BN  |  ^  UgfoB 

52  Regent  Street.  London,  W1R60X  Ia  B T  All 

FAX:  01420-8Z133  or  0171-287  45Z2 

M  tmrm •  r*  ^.ll.fcnirv.  wiinum  *****  ****** 


S.WWU 

WWCMWM 

MMBStM 

maw 


MR  M3» 
POTTUUL  D) 
tllLT  EH 

amt  cn 

EOTOTE  HO 

TICKET  M 


Bargain  Flights 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


ANNUAL 
LONG  STAY 
SKI 

SINGLE  TRIP 
USA  CAR 
HIRE  TOP-UP 


pus  m — 

CAR  HIRE 


OiKftunr  to  ell  cfe-.tmot  c 

Pnte*  irorn 

SPATS'  70  CANADA 

SANACC5  i:SGC?02i 

PC 'TUOAt.  59  BANGKOK 

IHO'.A  300  SATSICA 

N:'.Y  TO?K  i 
5  AMEP'CA  AAO  I 
CA»I«i-£iN  iw  [ 
cr??G5  :-*[ 

nottZA  \~r*  | 


nr*  t  A«mt rmoc'Wr. 


[01476  590710 


nVCMOVEt. 

£109 

r  AMI  IV 
PACKAOC 

C6S9 

BMIIUBI 

incus  stori 


CH-UMM  10171  W  7739 
wwmwlBiTlIMmj 


&RLDWIDE 


0171-713-7770 


k  Monument  i 
IlpS  IhTRAVEL  4 

A  Sfate  01  Erma  £37  M 
BBaJearicsEEZCrtins  £61  M 
^CasartesEHteael  CIJCH 
V  Portugal  £62  USA  FU9M 
■  Baty  £84Cajada  Eta  V 
f  Mafia-  £69Afl*araBC5  V 

101476  4047471 

flUKaag  »«n  mm «rawOM4l 


JETLINE 

D«vcoyn:rU  f-we^  aH 
SPAJS  .«-fr£69  USA  ■-.Hr£l» 
PORTUGAL  70  CARIBBEAN  1S9 
CANARIES  39  S-  AFRICA  3*9 
ISRAEL  109  CANADA  1»9 
CREECE  99  INDIA  C99 
CYFRUS  139  FAR  EAST  319 
SKI  FLIGIfTS  79  AUSTRALIA  399 

sreates 

F'A'»E7  ElO  CEA  C1T  IS  .CAStrT) 

□UEUQlIU 


0161  929  5559 


EASTERN  EUROPE  ITALY 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL  AFRICA 


Discover  ' 

Scandnmta-  ’ 

I  The  perfect  Likes  &  Mountains 
i  rfeflwarion. 

j  \  -  ^  \  ^ 


badu  aO  nuB*  la  lonlj  «0- 
ln.l«  whn  whl  M  MoL 

rZeiSov*.  oi**6  76Q&SS. 

LOT  tmd  lum.  pooLstp*  6+ 
tnm  C«Oj»w.  01487  MQ761 


IJonlAC*uutrytUiRmort* 
CotatoS  &  CeooS  Cmtdnj 
Rattvny  kwHMtyx 
MouitafNoMaii 
CeediTeuriUc 


CANARIES  A  MADEIRA 


MT.  Talffip  01772  783ZW. 
STTROP  4  mb.  Boon  to r  «.  3 
MAm/telta.  Vbw  hay.  Go*. 
Poob.  r-*9Qtr».  01802  B70Sfe 


.4.1  ,i 


SCANDINAVIAN  I  CORSICA 


01443  822242 
j  Tfir  j  fl 

CITY  BREAKS 


ST.  HSTHttgUnOH  horn  6330 
INTERCHANGE  btMlatN  0181 
681  3612  ATOL  2429 


AIRPORT  PARKING 

HEA1WOW  {US  pudirtw 
min  mvX  Ft—  prtlna  «ft»r  14 
Ur*  Km*  dbig*  E0930. 

10O  M  beam 

0181  819  8130. 


AFRICA 


CAPE  TOWN  Luxtitt  rllb.  Sips  ap 
to  10.  Folly  mb.  Hi  ImoA. 


BUWALOW  +  Apt.  Foal,  Sob  ! 
Nrboadl  and  nm,TIml  1 
from  EgOpw.  01624  83A 


NEAR 

RIBERAC 

Luxury  home,  sleeps  9, 3  ea- 
suhes  +  batiaoom,  CH. 
private  6  x  12m  heated  pool 

Phone  or  fate 
01202  574692. 


CARIBBEAN 


bmcttin.  Tal  0181  681  a 

ATOL  242? _ 

ANTIGUA  hub  (rant  *pti 
goramuM  ZMckaaaen  ter, 
0&  pppw.  01062  71101 


UAHBAOOS  Baach  (toot  vnia. 
akin  hunk  mm  miUi 
muelL  3  bwU,  2  tettas,  AC. 
cook/  maU.  near  gaU.  TeL  001 
2026470455/  Fu  001 
2023282087. 


GREECE 


GftGCtmE/FUXOCBAA  'A  vary 
emnai  eftoteo  ot  bob  A 

Qlakta  far  v*aala  who  «B|ey  s8 
M«B  o/  Cmoca.  AKA,  Alro 

OlteT 3759V9 _ 

ZAKYWTHOS  1ml  bach  loc.  lax 
fUUckpaiA;iSKaitnA 
To  Book  0142S  6643X7(14**} 


ITALY 


PLATINUM 


Pf  TRAVEL 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


rexdtam)  —  CURRENT  BEST  BUYS - NEW  FOR  1**6 

aw  nm  ow  tm  ow  rih  _ 

SfflWY. _ 059-^79  SKC*P0«_£7«^i:JM  HAfiAfit - f2??...f420  AIOTBAHA 

I  CABNS. _ 042-.X567  HONG  10WC..J7 »^i18S  X7BUBG _ f29O...£4S0  ■ 

!  PC8IH. - mO_.X?55  UXAAU _ 624J..£lfS  CAPETOWN - flW-fW  mm 

AUCKLAND _ «99-.fi»  BAU - r3AO._f4l5  MEXICO  aTY_jnAO_^359  If 

1  OELHL - 0\i-.{HQ  SAIGON _ {270^X190  BOOeuABKO/m.XISi  . '  ..«■  “  •  t 

BOMBAY _ ni2...fM0  CABO. _ £159-6210  lOMMa _ JU7„J209  — :J _ ^.rmru 

MADRAS _ £266.  f}«  BflTWC. _ £270^X299  fCWYORK - £I4?._£199  ^0*1^ 

IXIIBIAMXJ..  £240...£A!S  DtfiAl £ISf-£2S9  BOSTON _ £I59_£I99 nmmimcTOCroiat. 

COLOMBO— £249.^177  TOKYO _ X250,  /440  UKlNCBES-iMLittf  Tu*t 

BANGKOK _ i220_.fMJ  NABKJB) _ £21«..^)»  BERMUDA - £299  itwK1M«Jmil 

•  AROUND  THE  WORLD  - 

LONDON  -  HONG  KONG  -  CAIRNS  -  BRISBANE  -  overland  -  SYDNEY  - 
SAN  FRANCISCO -NEW  YORK -LONDON  £849 

Whttha  you  ore  bohhymg  or  vaithyg  home,  would  Bke  lo  ga  direct  orwfch  i  Oopowcr,  alto  mum  travd 
v*  ofler  more  lEgho  vt.  wen  datoutuxu.  m  J1  the  ri^n  price*  m  oh  your  mfuimTMnts. 

52  EARLS  COURT  ROAD,  KENSINGTON,  LONDON  W  6B}  .  | 

OPW:  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  9AM-6PM,  SATURDAY  1QAM-2PM  umC  jB*!)) 


AHSTDMI  tes  00a  d*» 

I  BAUOKOK  E»e  JOtUK  <240 
cuBEucuibuBoea 
COLOMO  »a M  HADRB  cm 
Dart  <29#  HAMA  M2D 
DUBAI  OM  MOaCO*  MM 
HtAMOUtTcM  8VD9ET  Mt> 


GillWJIIuMMM 

MTO  IAMB —hr  18 14— 
pAmatwr: 

ABcorrH  IBO  Tbnoy 

LUC  CEB  pa  .  EBB 

ftoo  CSS  anci 

SS 

k£5ZT  WCWh  £229 


■Hjiiaim - MAHH 

IwoRIBWIBE  MDRUR  Ham-W  UK'S  MEST 
I  Til'  SBWIK  TUP 

I  c»«»gn  £95{a» 

,2—JW  ICamrtkllWMU.  K«  £14.25 

/W  ®  *1«0 


F  L I G  H  T  B  O'CHB 

■Itavclliat  freecijlc. 

MERRY  XMAS  TO  ALL  OUR  CUSTOMERS 


LgjSl 


WE  5?.E  OPEN 
FOR  LiT;  EOOKIV.S 


AUSTRALIA 

-••••  £499 


us-  C-'.iUI 


Ci-V.iCK  3'iSC- 

oi20;  :-;s  suo 


Wort«i  Oj^ers. 

f  prices  |ro»>: 

SriASSeis  ^54  rtA 

plus  -£.19  ttx*. 

Cop i&NS  rt 

ptlAS  ■£  I  6  tax 

L«.rn<XCtt  £  /3CI  rtn 

pU*S  £.29  tax 

Liston  €/3S  rtf\ 

p(t*s  -£  17  t  a.x 

Hotels  |ro»>i  £.3(3  per  person 


USA  &  CANADA 


B14AS6  ar  Tax  87*9774 


r~  r i T  ""T 


WINTER  SPORTS 


it,  hm  £189.  Boom  | 
£169.  01892  723909. 


'  Ufa  «r>  M**  a 
ozk4  aU*T*01491 


Far  tite*S4u*4s 
ef  World  0|{*rt 
*«U  id  now  cm 

0345222HI 

Book  (y 

.  3Pfcb  Oecemler  '17 


TUSCAKY  Nr  Sbaa 

Saif  coot  apt  93pa  2  +  ICa 
him.  EatfBxh  how.  £200- 
£260inrPvba:  01225  774440 
TUSCMTr/nALY  Sabct  pntpor- 
tbm  b>  anaOmit  tpewnox. 
pools  ate.  Indnn  01539 

431120  ATO  V7H3 _ 

TUSCANY  bosotlfol  lax  TUb  nr 
Uaocx.  Sips  12.  HsilMjgjJ 
Snasrti  Tbwm.  0117  914  S25S 
U— tUA/TUSCAHY  bonbt-  Am 

tinu  hi-nhmux  lafi  paL 
01379  650913 _ 


Country  Villas  &  Apartments 
ohjfmiitg  intimate  Hotels 
Ciiy  Apartments 
Farfy  Booking  Discount 

01293  552277 

ABTAVP777  ATOL  >195 

WEEKENDS 

in  Florence,  Venice, 

Rome  or  Sorrento 

Weekends  and  longer 
with  scheduled 
service  flights  5 
For  details  please  call :  | 

01235824324  f 

CRYSTAL  | 

iITALYl 

PORTUGAL 


Rn  3  iasl  3 1  r  funsri 


PORTUGAL  h  Cansdsb  AH  szouk 
VtOss/apoL.  bub,  piuisodss. 
■jolt  bob.  nteba.  imvrusn 
[BtT  0181  <»»  2424.  Bsmfl  I 
•gnu.  ABTA  E143X _ 


EAST  ANGIJA 


SPAIN 


CoaMMInnlhlpbiN 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


Fares  are  return  from  London. 
Government  and  passenger  taxes 
may  vary  but  are  correct  at  time  of 
going  to  press.  All  are  subject  to 
availability  and  travel  periods. 
Hotel  rates  are  per  person  per  night 
For  detaib  see  17V  Teletext  p380, 
your  travel  agent  or 
British  Airways  Travel  Shop. 

World  Offers  MUHiT 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  * 

.The  world's  favourite  airline 


SPECIAL  INTEREST  TURKEY 


JOURNEY  | 

>  LATIJyVjl  ; _ 

AMERIGA/jj  USA  &  CANADA 

faarriO»pl!*^«OT  1  flomoa  keys  l  »  2  Mm  ale.  I 

0181  747  8315  I 

SdteduM flights  3  ^s^Tooi  sos 

0181 7473108  i 

MatchrScrStasdi  1 

0161  8321441  1 

Aik  for  our  FREE  magazine  1  vo-Tmlz  0161  9iB  744 

ulrva^ounmhlfanaTCUOuk.  I 

mhveo  OK.ua  unan  1  niron 


_ «b«8Sa»!m 

coumwa  2  oaufauhla 

ott(ndcWM>|hi4«Ldon 

T>b0192S  784097  _ 

C6n.  TMJ-g  QiTh  9M 1825 

US  ARCS  arc  na  hhMdM 
chin,  ate  2/10-  OlBl  4BB 
1897  mO  47904133a 


tan  K199m  tod  fan  Dart* 
■M  W.  JahOiaaB  B63  273  I 


K  \  N  1  •  1  Ml  l< 


CHRISTMAS  AND 
NEW  YEAR 


Serious  Skiing 


NWBbOoae  lltfPi  6-8-  £3W 
w.  OM1  928  744S 

SPECIAL  INTEREST 


Puts  other  holidays  in  die  shade 


m  m 

EXODUS 

■*— *Tfc»  Olffertot  He!lJ*y  ^ — * 


Silly  Prices ! 

Perfect  for  the  advanced 
skier  at  first  timer 

Pick  up  a  brochure  fronr 

®  Crystal  \£l95\ 
»  Neilson 
«  Balkan  Tastes 
*  Romania  Travel  Centre 
Or  contact  the 

Romanian  National 
Tourist  Office 
on  0171 224  3692  . 

Fly  rtther  Bntamia 
Airways  from  Gatwlck  ta 
wlTO  Tditcar  Romania's 
own  NadonaJ  Airline  from 
Heathrow  using  Bodag 
73 Ts  and  A3I0  aiifruses 


’hM  I5R0  KtSl : 


'A  superb  adecdon  of  quality 
cfamartercottaRes  in  the 
Pembrokeshire’ Coast  NatJona! 
Paris.  All  properties  furnished 
to  the  highest  standards. 

Phone  now  for  fas  cokxtrbrodia* 

01239-881397“^ 


■  ?Tr>T!7<l-?r  1 1  1 1  i  HBMi 


COTSWOLDS 


FOCUS  ON 
TRAVEL  ABROAD 


1  Iraden  In  »al  gtw?  wiling  SSwwwyhoftbj^WngidwndiroSmferiindoqwfitiBmworidwitfc  tntcdcct 

I  9  Weir  Hoad,  London  SW12  OLT.  0181  673  0859.  ht»^/www.exodustraveb.co.ufc  a  j  UM 1  CKC&  1 

WALKING  HOLIDAYS  CAN  BE  AGONY 
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#/  cott^c  in  zpcrfea  rural  fettu^. 

bode  thocV  a  «dtt»c  hanqic^  wine  dhOHng^ 4 
In  the  Hfdgc  and  i  log  fire  waiting  to  be  lit. 
JuA  a  few  oTthe  tnodiei  that  ukc  our  dkgantly 
fitnuAed  properties  so  ipedaL 
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In  Whistler /  Blackcomb,  in  Canada,  major  runs  were  open  last  week  andthere  was  off-piste  siding  —  mainly  around  rocks  and  tree  stumps.  El  Nino  could  improve  matters 

The  perils  of  snowbusiness 

O  n  the  message  America  is  praying  for  El  Nino  -  the  weather  phenomenon  which  is 

likely,  to  bring  snow  and  glorious  skiing.  Graham  Duffiff  reports 

doia  at  Keystone.  •  ‘ '  .  blowing  day  and  nighL 
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■S+.  S  "V  n  the  message 

•  VT'  ■  ft  hoard  at  the  base  of 

“  ’  ft  m  the  River  Run  gon- 

doia  at  Keystone. 
.*  •  Colorado,  sane  wag  has  writ- 
— ten:  "El  Nino,  where  are  you?" 
•'  It  is  not  yet  a  plea  from  the 
heart  —  North  America  al- 
ready  has  enough  snow  to  get 
™  •  its  season  undo-  way  —  but 

-  “S  one  that  could  soon  echo 

r.  fc.."  around  the  Rodder  -"'  ■ 

*“  Ef  Nino  (The  Boy}  is  the  ■ 
"  name  given  to  .the  weather 
phenomenon  caused  by  the 
unusual  warming  of  the  east¬ 
ern  Pacific  Ocean.  One  of  its 
effects  can  be  huge  snowfalls 
over  the  southern  part  of  the 
t  Rockies  from  now  until ; 

•  March.  Hmvever.  it  can  also 
"  change  the  jet  stream  pattern 

■  £lrhat  normally  cones  from  the 
__r^-  ^  north,  giving  the  northern 
!- states  of  America  and  Canada 
•"•%•  a  snow,  famine  and  warmer 

winters. 

The  last  big  El  Nino,  winter 
-u  was  1^82/83.  when  lift  towers 
were  buried  and  7S8  inches  of 

-  snow  was  recorded  on  Carson 

.  -  *  Pass  near  Kirkwood,  Calrfor- 
:  nia.  Based  on  rainfall  so  far 

this  rime  round,  some  metero- 
logists  are  predicting  that  this 
Z  *  -  El  Nino  could  be  as  strong,  fait 

most  agree  it  will  afiea  the  ski 
•~J  season. 

^  -  The  ski  resorts  that  may 

f  ^  benefit  are  Taos  in  New  Mexi- 
l*-  *  ^  co.  and  Telluride,  Purgatory 
rp ,  w  and  possibly  Aspen  in  south- 
em  Colorado.  If  the  storms 
push  further  north.  Brecken- 
ridge,  Vail  and  Steamboat 
Springs  will  receive  a  few 
..  -  extra  feet.  Lake  Tahoe,  Heay- 

.  cnly  Valley  and  Mammoth  in 

■  t*  northern  California  are  on  the 


El  Nino  usually  brings  extra  snow  to  Breckenridge,  Colorado.  In  1982  it  brought  778  inches  to  a  Californian  resort 


edge,  but  have  so  far  received 
only  two  major  snowfalls. 

What  North  America  can¬ 
not  escape  is*  that  there  has 
been  significantly  less  show  at- 
the  start  of  this  season  than  the 


last  two.  which  were,  excep¬ 
tionally  good. 

In  Whistler /Blackcomb  on 
the  west  coast  of  Canada,  most 
major  runs  were  open  last 
week.  With  a  new  snowfall. 


off-piste  skiing  was  possible, 
although  it  was  an  adventur¬ 
ous  trip  around  rocks  and  tree 
stomps. 


Alps,  temperatures  in  North 
America  are  generally  low 
enough  from  November  to 
allow  intensive  snow-making. 


Unlike  Europe,  where  The  machines  at  Whistler  and 
warm  weather  can  blight  the  Blackcomb  mountains,  which 


together  form  the  largest  ski 
area  in  North  America  and 
share  one  lift-pass  for  the  first 
time  this  winter,  have  been 
blowing  day  and  nighL 
The  top  runs  are  well 
covered,  but  the  final  descent 
to  the  base  on  the  bottom  third 
of  the  mountain  is  still  rocky 
and  treacherous.  Lake  Louise 
and  Banff  are  in  a  similar 
condition  —  good  enough  for 
piste  skiers  to  enjoy  the  slopes, 
but  not  a  vintage  year  so  far. 

El  Nino’s  warming  effects 
may  also  have  begun,  as  the 
days  have  been  as  warm  as 
zero  centigrade  on  the  top  of 
the  mountain  and  minus  five 
at  night. 

In  Breckenridge.  Colora¬ 
do.  the  most  popular 
destination  for  British 
skiers  in  America,  all 
major  runs  are  open  and 
flawlessly  created,  thanks  to 
creative  piste  making  and 
tonnes  of  man-made  snow. 

James  Shingles,  who  runs 
three  chalets  for  British  skiers 
in  Breckenridge.  said:  “The 
good  thing  about  this  place  is 
thaL  even  if  you  get  grumpy 
guests  for  whom  nothing  is 
right,  they  can  always  ski  and 
are  happy  with  it." 

Officially.  Colorado's  snow¬ 
fall  is  average  for  this  time  of 
the  year,  with  38  inches  at  the 
top  at  Breckenridge  and  2S  at 
the  bottom.  Off-piste  skiing  is 
just  about  possible  but  re¬ 
quires  care  to  avoid  rocks. 

Bill  Jensen,  who  runs  the 
resort  thinks  the  El  Nino 
phenomenon  could  be  over- 
hyped.  “Ignore  it  and  go  where 
you  want  to  go  would  be  my  i 
advice."  he  said.  I 
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High  life  at  high  altitude 


Brecteiridge.  cun«ntiy  flavour  of  the  month  among  British  ski« 


THE  chalet  holiday,  (hat  peculiarly 
British  house  party  on  the  ski  slopes, 
is  so  durable  that  not  only  is  there 
barely  an  Alpine  valley  without 
chalets,  but  North  America  is  in¬ 
creasingly  bring  asked  to  adapt  to 
their  charms. 

_  Canadians  have  yer  to  make  their 
minds  up  about  chalet  culture,  and 
residents  of  Whistler,  in  British 
Columbia,  are  considering  a  referen¬ 
dum  on  whether  to  allow  them. 

However,  on  Blueberry  Hill,  a 
strip  of  million-dollar  homes  facing 
Whistler  Mountain,  a  couple  have 
leased  their  opulent  home  to  the 
oldest  established  North  American 
tour  operator.  Ski  the  American 
Dream,  this  winter. 

Heron  Chalet  with  its  chef  Jean- 

Louis  Malta  is,  offers  true  millionaire 

living,  including  a  chauffeured  mini¬ 
bus  to  and  from  the  ski  slopes  each 
day.  What  no  one  is  yet  sure  about  is 
what  die  neighbours  in  this  quiet 
road  will  make  or  having  a  British 
chalet  party  in  their  midst— especial¬ 
ly"  when  flie  two  hot-tubs  are  bub¬ 
bling  on  die  balcony. 

Alan  Reed,  who  founded  Ski.  die 
American  Dream  20  years  ago,  said: 
“Our  average  dient  spends  £1,100  on . 
a  ten  or  H-night  holiday  and  we 
reckon  they  get  better  value  for 
money  in  North  America  than  any¬ 
where  else." 

Operators  such  as  American 
Dream  are  now  confident  that  there 


Chalet  holidays 
are  catching  on 
across  the  Atlantic 

Is  enough  British  interest  in  North 
America  for  them  to  risk  leasing  a 
property  and  hiring  staff  for  the 
entire  season. 

As  the  biggest  skiing  area  in  North 
America,  with  two  mountains  each 
with  a  5.000ft  vertical  drop  ski  able 
under  one  ticket  Whistler  and 
Blackcomb  are  difficult  to  beaL  The 
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■  Graham  DuJJHl  travelled  to 
Whistler  and  Breckenridge  mth 
Ski  the  American  Dream  /OJ8I- 
552 1201 }  In  January  it  offers 
Heron  Chalet  in  Whistler  from 
n09  per  week  £945 for  two  weeks, 
including  direct  scheduled 
flights  to  Vancouver.  Graham 
DuffUl flew  mth  Canadian 
Airlines  (0345  6Uff67l 

■  Ski  the  American  Dream's 
hav j>  chalets  in  Breckenridge  are 
ami  la  big  fora  week  in 
January  from  £715  (Broken  Lance 
Lodge  and  KokopeW)  and  from 
£089  (Chalet  Snows  hoe},  including 
scheduled  flights. 


only  major  drawback  is  that  lifts 
dose  at  3pm  in  the  early  season  and 
3.30pm  later. 

Wien  it  is  light  until  8pm,  it  is 
deeply  frustrating  to  know  you  have 
time  for  only  two  runs  after  lunch, 
but  Canada  is  heavily  unionised,  and 
to  run  the  resort  until  5pm  would 
require  two  shifts  of  workers.  Com¬ 
mitted  skiers  would  be  happier  in 
America,  where  lifts  operate  on  times 
similar  to  European  resorts. 

In  Breckenridge.  the  American 
mecca  for  British  skiers.  American 
Dream  sells  the  services  of  two 
enterprising  Brits  who  lease  three 
luxury  chalets.  James  Shingles.  27.  a 
BASI  qualified  ski  instructor,  and  ex- 
Navy  engineer  Paul  Quigley,  33.  hire 
American  chefs  to  cook  for  clients  in 
their  neighbouring  dialers.  Broken 
Lance  Lodge  and  Kokopelli  Lodge. 

The  standard,  especially  of  cook¬ 
ing.  is  high.  The  location  is  just  a  bit 
too  far  out  of  town  to  be  convenient 
but  James  and  Paul  will  make  one 
run  down  the  slopes  in  the  mini-bus 
in  the  morning  and  pick  up  skiers  at 
the  end  of  the  day. 

Eaeft  week  they  will  also  take 
dients  for  a  day’s  skiing  in  Keystone. 
40  minutes’  drive  away,  or  Vail  and 
Beaver  Creek.  45  minutes  away.  With 
Arapahoe  Basin  making  a  fifth 
resort,  America’s  best  skiing  is  avail¬ 
able  within  an  hour  of  Breckenridge. 

Graham  Duffill 
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The  ski  train  is  convenient  if  you  live  in  the  south 

Eurostar 
to  the 
slopes 

Chris  Gill  takes  the  train  and 


reaches  the  Alps  in  eight  hours 


RAIL  travel  was  one  of  the 
foundation  stones  of  the  ski 
holiday  business.  And  with 
the  launch  of  Eurostar’s 
weekly  service  from  Water¬ 
loo  to  the  heart  of  the  French 
Alps,  rail  enthusiasts  ntay 
like  to  think  that  it  is  also 
going  to  form  the  basis  of 
our  winter  holidays  in  the 
future. 

When  the  oil  runs  out,  I 
guess  it  will.  Until  then,  its 
appeal  may  be  rather 
specialised. 

The  service  leaves  Water¬ 
loo  at  857am  on  Saturdays 
and  takes  7hr  44 min  to  reach 
Mouners  (for  Courchevel 
and  Meribei),  and  a  further 
45  minutes  to  reach  Bourg- 
St-Maurice  (for  Les  Arcs  and 
Val  d’lsere).  The  return  ser¬ 
vice  leaves  the  Alps  on 
Saturday  mornings,  arriv¬ 
ing  back  in  Waterloo  in  the 
afternoon. 

Passengers  aboard  last 
Saturday’s  inaugural  trip 
who  lived  in  south  London, 
or  near  Ashford  in  Kent, 
where  the  train  stops,  told 
me  they  welcomed  the  ser¬ 
vice  and  found  it  particularly 
convenient  In  the  buffet  car, 
lubricated  by  a  can  or  two  of 
Stella  Artois  at  £1.85  each. 
Gareth  Silcox  of  Barnes, 
south  west  London,  summed 
up  the  reactions  of  his  fellow 
travellers  with  admirable 
clarity:  “Excellent  apart 
from  the  catering."  He  was 


as  unimpressed  far  the  fast 
food  from  the  buffet  car  as  I 
was  with  the  curried  chicken 
in  first  class. 

Other  passengers  had 
come  from  the  north  of 
England,  finding  it  easier  to 
reach  Waterloo  than  Gat- 
wick  or  Heathrow.  But  for 
many  others,  travel  on  a 
midday  flight  or  by  car 
remains  more  convenient 

Despite  its  top  speed  of 
over  ISOmph.  the  train  is  not 
particularly  quick  once  it 
leaves  the  spatial  TGV  line 
east  of  Lyon,  and  Its  progress 
beyond  Chambery  is  posi¬ 
tively  snail-like.  Besides  the 
eight  or  so  hours  on  the 
train,  you  have  to  add  the 
transfer  to  your  resort  —  a 
short  distance  but  often  sub¬ 
ject  to  delays.  At  least  you 
can  check  in  at  Waterloo  as 
little  as  20  minutes  before 
departure. 

IF  YOU  are  tempted  to  use 
the  service,  .  pack  sand¬ 
wiches.  And  book  early:  one 
or  two  high  season  depar¬ 
tures  (including  next  Satur¬ 
day's)  are  full  or  nearly  so. 
and  the  cheaper,  non- 
changeable  Ski  Saver  rickets 
(standard  class  EI49/first 
class  £229.  reduced  to 
E129/E199  for  most  of  Janu¬ 
ary)  are  “subject  to  availabil¬ 
ity"  so  may  be  hard  to  come 
by.  Full  fares  are  £199/ £299. 
Bookings:  0990  I861S6. 


IN  THE  KNOW  ON  THE  SNOW 


jc 


With  skiers  gearing  up 
for  the  first  holiday 
of  the  season,  it  is 
time  to  get  up  to  speed  on  this 
winter's  techniques  and  ter¬ 
minology,  writes  Doug  Sager. 

Simply  being  seen  on  skis, 
for  example,  as  opposed  to  a 
snowboard,  immediately 
dates  one  as  being  born  in  the 
1960s  or  even  earlier. 

Couloir  cowboys  who  like 
to  refer  to  themselves  as 
“extreme"  skiers  should  note 
that  this  term  has  been  offi¬ 
cially  retired.  Last  summer 
the  world’s  top  daredevils  and 
stunt  skiers  formed  a  new 
group,  the  International  Free 
Skiers’  Association,  heaping 
scorn  on  the  word  “extreme" 
and  declaring  themselves 
“free"  skiers. 

“Free"  skiers,  so  it  goes, 
imaginatively  express  them¬ 
selves  with  flashy  jumps  and 
stylish  tricks,  while  “extreme" 
skiers  merely  bomb  down 
very  steep  slopes. 

Skiers  with  any  pretence 
to  off-piste  cred  this 
season  will  need  to 
equip  themselves  with  a  spe¬ 
cially  designed  rucksack,  with 
pockets  for  avalanche  probe, 
shovel  and  first-aid  ksL  An 
avalanche  transceiver  is  both 
common  sense  and  essential  1 
for  your  image. 

Crucial  in  distinguishing 
the  proficient  o/f-prste  skier  i 
from  the  on-piste  punier,  is 
never  inserting  hands  in  pole  | 
straps.  Off-piste  skiers  must 
be  ready  to  discard  both  poles 
at  the  first  sign  of  avalanche, 
or  risk  being  pulled  under  the 
snow  by  the  poles. 

In  fireside  apres-ski  conver¬ 


sation.  fierce  debates  concern¬ 
ing  skiing  technique  will 
arise.  There  is  no  point  in 
arguing  with  those  who  ad¬ 
mire  a  position  where  both 
feet  are  damped  together. 
They  are  “non-skiers" — stuck 
in  the  1960s  when  keeping  feet 
tightly  together  was  the  in 
thing  —  and  are  unlikely  to 
alter  their  opinions. 

Purists  will  also  pugna¬ 
ciously  assert  the  proposition 
that  fat  powder  skis  have 
taken  all  the  effort  and  sorely 
obtained  skill  out  of  deep 
snow  siding.  Do  nor  demur, 
but  be  sure  to  reserve  a  pair 
for  the  first  powder  storm. 

On  the  extreme  edge  of 
skiing  fashion,  just  making  its 
way  into  the  Alps  from  Alas¬ 
ka,  is  a  fusion  technique  born 
of  snowboarding  and  the  new 
narrow-waisted  carving  skis. 
This  style,  to  be  featured  in 
next  year's  videos,  rejects  tight 
“S"  turns  for  wide  arcs  that 
use  up  as  much  terrain  as 
possible.  Talk  it  up,  but  don’t 
try  it  without  some  experience 
on  carving  skis  firsL 
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JILL  CRAWSHAW’S 

TRAVEL  TIPS 


THE  ln<vii>lnn  hiking  irip  hy 
Naiureirek  {0K>2  733161 1  from 
Inveiw*  fn  Skye  aim--  to  explore 
pans  of  ihe  Highlands  that  ffu 
visitors  e'.er  reach.  There  will  he  ;i 
cliaiKV  lu  see  red  deer,  grey  seals, 
golden  eagles  and  otters.  Other 
hishliahts  will  include  walking,  the 
ancient  rights-of-way  to  C.len 
Morision  and  Arnisdale.  Thomas 
Telfords  earh  l»tii-cenrury  row- 
path  along  the  Caledonian  Cana  . 
hiking  in  the  shadow  of  Ben  Scnol. 
and  a  lwai  trip  to  Loch  Lnruisk. 
The  ninc-d.iy  tour,  siariing  May 

30iCtAcrs  about  13  milesnf  watiitna 
a  day.  The  cost  is_  l|jr 

accommodation  and  guiding. 

B  SPANISH  Harbour 

Holidays  (0117-^86  0777)  bos 
added  some  lesser-known  fishing 
villages  and  country  properties  to 
its  collection  of  small  northern 
Costa  Brava  resorts.  Riudabcila 
is  the  wins  of  a  Spanish  castle, 
dating  bads  to  1152.  near  the 
village  and  I2lh-centuiy 
Cistercian  monastery  of  Poblet. 
This  bit  of  the  castle  has  been 
converted  into  an  apartment  for 
six  and  the  old  water  reservoir 
has  become  a  spring-fed  swim¬ 
ming  pool.  It  costs  from  E-W?  to 
hire  for  a  week. 


On  the  coast  south  of  Barcelona, 
the  firm  also  offers  selTcatcring 
holidays  in  the  fishing  village  of 
Altafuila.  A  villa  for  eight  costs 
£675  a  week  per  party,  prices 
exdude  flights  and  car  hire. 

Magic  carpets 

FORGET  ihe  museums  and  pal¬ 
aces  of  most  guided  tours:  Steppes 
East  (01285  SI0267)  can  take  you  to 
a  gold  embroidery  factory,  a  family 
uf  ikar  weavers  and  to  a  carpet- 
buyer’s  paradise  —  the  Sunday 
market  at  Ashkabad.  They  are  all 
featured  on  its  last  ever  Embroi¬ 
dery  and  Textile  Tnur  of  the  Silk 
Route  cities  of  Central  Asia. 
Departing  September  22.  the  15- 
day  tour  costs  E2.195  for  flights, 
accommodation  and  sightseeing. 

Closer  to  home,  discover  Man¬ 
chester's  textile  heritage  with  the 
help  of  a  free  leaflet.  The  Centre  of 
the  Material  World.  It  has  details 
of  the  wool,  cotton,  silk  and  felt 
mills  and  museums,  including  the 
Museum  of  Hatting  and  the  Gal¬ 
lery  of  English  Costume.  It  also 
Ibis  weekend  breaks  from  £05  to 
£S0  fur  two  nights'  B&B.  Detaifs 
[rum  Graham  Fish  (01204  30534M). 

Cargo  cruise 

SOME  unusual  cruises  are  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  programme  from  Phoenix 
T,,urN  (01323  4lOoZ7)  of  mainly 
land-based  holidays  to  Croatia. 


SJMMS  IIIMIII  III  |  I  Ml  III  I  Ml  IM  I  I  — i - ~ ■■  M  M  ■  - - - 

It's  definitely  a  material  world;  the  Sunday  market  at  Ashkabad  in  Turkmenistan  is  a  paradise  for  would-be  carpet  buyers 


Slovenia.  Italy.  Cyprus  and 
Ukraine.  Using  former  .cargo  ves¬ 
sels.  the  24  metre-long  vintage 
sailing  ships  island-hop  along  the 
nigged  Croatian  coast,  with  lots  of 
swimming  and  waiersports.  as 
well  as  consumption  of  wine  and 


grappa  (brandy)  along  the  way. 
The  ships,  which  come  with  crew 
and  cook,  accommodate  26  passen¬ 
gers  in  two  multi-bedded  cabins 
with  shower  and  WC.  Seven-day 
cruises  cost  from  E371-E454,  which 
also  covers  flights  and  half-board. 


In  Lrkraine  is  a  14-day  sea  and 
river  cruise  on  board  the  129-metre 
General  Vatutin,  sailing  from  Kiev 
along  the  Dnipro  river  to  the  Black 
Sea.  The  ship  drops  anchor  for 
sightseeing  in  Zaporizhzhya,  birth¬ 
place  of  the  Cossacks,  Sebastopol. 


Odessa  and  Dnipropetrovsk 
(where  the  SS-20  missiles  were 
produced).  The  ship  carries  321 
passengers  in  outside  cabins  with 
private  facilities,  and  the  trip  next 
June  costs  £1.315  including  flights 
and  fuU  board. 


Right  tracks 

TWO  rail  trip  -tag 

anneal  to  train  both-  A  iMaj 
Ftrdfie  tour  from  t-.rral 
Suoumcvs  101004  ttW0°l  oks  a 
^ncty  of  rail  transport  te»«n 

SSwr  and  San  Diego  .  one  of 

Amtrak’s  new-  trains  from  Vanoou- 
»  Seattle,  the  Napa  Valley 
Wine  Train  and  the  Coast  S.an,|h 

wiihdoubWcekcnadie.Indooeal 

in  the  trip  are  tours  of  Van  juvir. 
Seattle.  San  Franaseo  nnd  San 
Dieso  with  overnight  stays  in 
hotels,  three  nights  in  tiie  beach 
resort  of  Santa.  Barbara  and  a 
coach  trip  to  Tijuana  m  M^i&y 
The  price  of  £1-750  also  includes 

return  flights  from  Heathrou. 

The  Cumbrian  Mountain  Ex-  9 
press  is  a  vintage  tram  vwlli  1950s 
coaches  drawn  by  the  siuam  engine 
King  Edward  l  on  the  Settk  and 
Quisle  line.  Special  day  tnps  from 
London  take  place  on  March  14 
and  April  4  and  cost  from  L« ‘  for 

Oub  Class.  £S5  for  saloon  and  £139 
for  Silver  Service  (this  category 
indudes  meal^.  From  Steamy 
Affairs  (01553  S2S107)- 

■  AN  amphibious  wheelchair 
for  disabled  people  is  being 
offered  free  next  summer  at  five 
resorts  in  Majorca  —  Palma 
Nova,  Magaluf.  Santa  Ponsa. 

Pegu  era  and  lUetas.  Designed  by 
a  Barcelona  student  the  chair 
can  be  wheeled  into  the  sea.  The 
wheelchairs  will  be  available 
between  June  and  September 
from  the  beaches'  lifeguards.  The 
disabled  person  must  be 
accompanied  by  someone  who 
can  handle  the  chair. 
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-4— r  r-J.AlL  When  responding  to  an  All  advertise  merits  in  Rendezvous  have  the  tU  symbol, 
advertiser  call  0897  505  563  (calls  cost  £1.00  per  indicating  that  the  advertiser  has  the  facility  for  you  to 
minute)  and  then  follow  the  simple  voice  instructions.  leave  him/her  a  voice  message. _ 


...by  Post 

AD  postal  replies  shook!  be  addressed  to  Box  No.  —  do  The  Times,  P.O.  Box  3553,  Virginia  Street.  London  El  9oA. 


ACROSS  THE  ROOM  (Harts. 

Eiwi,  Suffolk),  Sportilog 
pajuci.  CanJ!»Ui  dtnntiri 

01277  352742  lor  brt>cimm 


ABflOAJtD:  Pcjii.  Bonuaijc  Ma¬ 
nors  A  Aiftrarare  with  Th« 
Sutjpvr  Club  N  London.  HomoL 
BnifopL  Vfjra.  OI727  84730 J 


ACTIVE  ft  Social  ...ms  wtfb 
"New  Cumi-any*  (a  dJ.tstc-n  oi 
SOLCrS  W«  onoi 

KK-ra  [KppJa  10  Jam  our  ream 
nationwide.  ■«  host  the  anricl- 
puicd  EDO  nvonis  during  1998  ■ 
if  you  are  a  TroplBl  Ponon" 
coll  |ai  Pcdniwa  ■  0181  051 
2£S1  fur  an  application  form. 


AMERICANS  seek  remxmto  ft 
lunlift  with  Brit  bn  ladlns  ft 
qMlwm  •  all  ages!  English 
Road  ft  English  CpnaecUon,  T»L 
01843  8433=2  01  Fax:  01843 
843344  124  hr*'. _ 


ivducalodLadtosft  Men 
from  ovoT*oao  wrh  paiBirrs  ut 
OK  Write  World  Pan  Clab/TH, 
PO  Ben  4  Coring  KGB  PPM 


BEAUTIFUL  Thai  Lodlo*.  Colo  nr 
braebore.  Sum  I  m  rod  net!  a  ns. 
T-L-  01489  840  880  lauytlmv  i 


BRKOnOM.’Strisea  coast.  For 
attractive  3  n access/ oi  in  tro¬ 
ll  actions:  Elite  012/3  3709/8 


COVEMT  GARDEN  Stogie*  Drinks 
Party.  Mon  29  December.  CM. 
Mo*  30-50.  U171-834  3070. 


E  SURREY  WStcues  100s  of  Elite 
members  walrisg  to  moot  You. 
CoU  Claire  now  01883  744405 


MIDLANDS  Social  Events 
Company  Christmas  Parry. 
New  Year*  Day  lunch  and  more! 
Exclusive  CO  07071  711771 


BHOMLEY.  Bexley.  S.  London. 
Dart  torn.  Gravesend.  Looking 
/or  lAxt  special  persoaT  Call 
Elite  (or  detail*  of  our  personal 
local  Mnjca  DI81  4S8  7578 


MO  Thao  To  Walt?  4  immcdlaia 
Introductions  E79P5  Maicb- 
makOTS  iMnnsillmul  2. 
Norfolk  Crescent.  London  W2 
2DN.  Telefax  0171  704  3841 


THE  DOWER  CLUB  Join 

OX'S  largest  up-market  singles 
dining  club  and  ca(oy  dining, 
dancing,  weekend*  away,  boll- 
days  JbrpjJ  (012441  548816 


LADIES 


AYlflBl  F  ft  trustworthy  taalc.  39- 
44,  sought  by  single  lady.  -W» 
who  enjoys  galleries,  cinema, 
walking  ft  any  live  music  fnn 
opera  to  Gallic  mek.  Box  9094 
X/J 


ARTISTIC,  creative,  divorced  BO 
soar  old  Urine  hi  Sassox  area. 
5*3".  slim,  nil  lad?  with  GSCH. 
own  home  ft  car.  WLTM  gena- 
io«.  sincere,  caring,  solvent 
gentleman.  48-40.  with  CSGH. 
Most  love  animals,  winter 
walks,  days  oqi.  nights  in.  ooca- 
cloaal  theatre  ft  concerts,  (or 
permanent,  sharing.  loving 
relationship  Photo  please. 
71™*:  Reply  to  Box  No  9070 
i/j 


ATTRACTIVE  ft  inieOigent 
female,  many  Interests,  repo- 
cully  taisiory  ft  anything 
French.  Seeks  male  35-50  (or 
correxpr,r>dence  ft  frloadshlp 
with  view  to  marriage.  Photo 
apprnclalod.  Box 


£2 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


MUSIC  LOVERS 


Clamed 


Partner* 


A  4-ftT 1  hi/1,'1  ■JitCP.  i«l  * 

Eti!)  T^ricjiraph  ■«  ikk]'» 

*nd  CLj  .a.  h-’kl  Vkdft 
“■Ion  •aXBPWdff  ^wcU  ■■nl.F.JiaJIft 
■  ■  S  "4n  >"•  n  Din  iu_ft  t  fTmr"  m 
LwnJiD,  Hvcr  '^unic- 
Ths-  MmILl-bJ 

i  oBftrV^i^fT 
V/nyfruir  IEjO 


•111  -A'ft^l-OtTrfY-. 
« 1^2.1  a<. WQ.  E/WTipthS 
Mnabm 


LADIES 


BRIGHTON  ft  Sussex,  nnattachod 
pro(o**ionalx  ut  the  iixcu- 
rive  Club  ai  Brighton  Marina 
lurodnciloa*  and  social 
events  01273  818100  _ 


CANDLE  for  rear  Christmas  tree, 
(lame- haired  Englishwoman. 
52.  wonts  to  meet  traditional 
gentleman.  48-58.  I  am  5’6~. 
95  stone,  solvent  itsh'i.  pre¬ 
sentable.  normal,  sincere  ft 
happy.  1  like  home*/  (lowersi 
pools/  antiques/  dogs/  travel/ 
theatre/  food.  Hope  to  (lad  a 
man  to  share  laughter/  Idnnd- 
ehip/  play/  work/  respect/  love 
with.  Box  No  9112 _ X* 


FIVE  ladles,  pre/esekonoL  attrac¬ 
tive.  slim  build.  WLTW  tali  pvo- 
(omtoanL  handsome 

gentlemen.  30-45.  Tor  serious 
relationship/  marriage.  '  " 

with  a  photo.  Box  No 
_ _ * 


no,  slim,  attractive 
lady  WLTM  a  happy,  attractive. 
snccessTnL  slim,  n/s  business¬ 
man.  42-51,  (or  sharing,  caring 
relationship  Laics/  Dcrrtrys/ 
Notts.  Please  reply  with  photo 
to  Boa  No  9113  X45 


IS  there  a  lonely,  wanreboanad. 
intelligent  ft  cultured,  retired 
professional  wide  war.  healthy 
ft  of  good  appearance  la  hie 
early  seventies,  who  would  bo 
prepared  to  moot  ■  mid -seven¬ 
ties  widow,  active  ft  healthy, 
who  Is  living  in  the  environs  of 
the  Cape.  South  Alrica.  loading 
a  vory  good  life  with  many 
friends,  hut  missing  the  com¬ 
panionship  of  a  raring  partner. 
Could  be  partly  based  In  the 
United  Kingdom.  Solvent,  with 
lovely  borne.  Box  No  9050  JSj 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SKIING  HOUDAY 

F«r  Single  Mm  and  Wsoen 
Sun  18th-  Son  25th 
January  1998 

k  you  wfri  tc,  go  ]Ung  bui  ml  by 
yaundr'  Then  on  air  mood  group 

lot  a  lun  A  m  Cuumwyeui  This  a 
|ud  me  d  iha  nmy  s^mb  events 
out  iparben  cm  wyoy  in  knot/ 

Circles 

Ice  iocf  E*5fc  tepon  fcr  Smi  Ftcps 

Tet  0181  4269168 


FH3-UJ*  vrllh  being  alooe  In  a 
crnwfIT  Me  too!  Are  you  on: 
457  Moose  contact  Box  9130 


LONDON  ganllemen  requited  (or 
our  quail  tv  Indy  members 
Poveoll  0171  483  3377 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


MBH.  why  wills  to  uo  when  you 
r«v  moot  hundreds  otf  sUgDile. 
beautiful  women  by  a 
a  ah  Encounter*  FREE  on 
141  ML 


financially 

sound,  parents  from  Kerala 
settled  la  Gulf.  Invite  propos¬ 
als  (or  their  slim,  fair  ft 
godfearing  daughter,  rtstttag 
UK  try  third  vroek  of  January  ou 
their  way  to  05,  Invites  pro¬ 
posal*  (ram  somevue  of  similar 
background  -  doctor,  engineer/ 
businessman  settled  In  VMJ 
US.  preferred.  Write  with  full 
derails  to  Bos  No  9005  /-n 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The  exclusive  introduction  agency  for 
people  of  quality  and  integrity 


The  Old  Brewery,  Burford, 
Oxfordshire  0X18  4SG 


Telephone 
01993  824500 


LONDON  AND  NATIONWIDE 


la  Village  Sauam.  Brighton  Marina 

The  K  V  F.  C  l"T  i  V  E  dab 


Marina 

For  Introductions  in  Sussex 


01273  818100 


SURREY  gentlemen  required  (or 
oox  quality  lady  mem  bare 
Du  retail  01932  763105 


Kingston,  Esher, 
Waken,  Oxbridge  (TW.  KT.  KB. 
BA)  Durineev.  prafesstunal 
■sea  call  EUra  Introductions  to 

meet  some  lorely  ladies  0181 

580  0028  open  7  dnys  _ 


STYLISH  lady  at  uieanc. 

England  ft  South  of _ 

WLTM  mature  gentlemen 
good  standing,  age  v*1"* 
rant.  Norwich.  Box  No  91»  . 

_  ~i&  031 


01372 


3/tWjO 


•■oa 


VBRV  attractive  Irish  Indy,  petty 
eyre.  Is  too^B  (Or  ■  gsni^mn 


'★■DOCTORS  ♦ARCHITECTS  *  BANKERS  •  ACCOUNTANTS  ★ 

I  drawing  down  the  moon  § 

S  THE  ORIGINAL  PERSONAL  INTRCDL’CTp’J  AGENCY  S 

<  y,  S 

\  M.-k  ”  Probably  the  best  g 

•S'  M  ^  agency  in  the  world 

?  0171-937  6263  | 

|  ■  *■  /  Head  Office:  .  = 

Adam'  &  Eve  Mc-v/s,  Kensington  § 

City  Office:  Cannon  Street  > 

24  hours.  Member  ASIA.  Est.  1 9S*3  — 

m  . 

COMPANY  DIRECTORS  *  LAWYERS  *  PR  * 


WMMTB1:  Mel  COmon  (Or  Kath- 


sports/  arc*/  mush: during  oen- 
Tlieien  —!-*■»«  of  cheriehfnq 
46  year  old  sHm.  bland.  5’6~. 
Mnim  lady  looking  for  lov¬ 
ing  low)  tuna  relationship.  San 
ft  dx nobler  aged  13  ft  11.  JCrri- 
Mnd/&  Lines  area.  Cosmopoli¬ 
tan,  6',  sUmmtsh.  country  lover 
with  hairy  chan  pret erred! 
Photo  If  poeeOiln  Merry  ChxfaK- 
IO  am  Box  No  9161  %  JO 


WOW.  Stn.  lutereetedto  i  _ 

.  Inrelvy  xttmctlre.  InralU- 

1  Dmini^iptomioBw^ 


GENTLEMEN 


9138 


n  woke  up!  Qab.  Bnooua- 
Ix  open  every  day.  Cull  no 
r  FKCBon  0800J41X41. 


poof  ml  0  eel  i  eaa  t 

Kwmrtire  dob  at  Bright 


Indies  iixjuh 
5Sre£l  SHtt27B3165 


nftreorire.  vryUsh.  { 

_  H  Ml 

Please  Beply  to  Bax  No 


.  01273  818100 

•liable  I 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


50  lady 

Photo  valued.  NX - -  — _  _ 

Flam  Beply  to  Box  No  91^ 

CMBTIU  male.  25.  gradaoui. 
urofemdauaL  61 1".  strong  ath¬ 
letic  build.  VCSOH.  principled. 
«*— ut*-  mummfcHIveme 
!  female  of 


t 


^  r  s^CpiSara  &den 

N  ^~y/7-y  . . 

i  vf 

\  f  "A  stunning  success  rate... 

f  ,  Countless  long  term  relationships " 

I  l\  MOIL  ON  IUNOAV 

’  'l  vj  l  -  Yoc  tV'.iji't  bfliei-i:  the  tVjW  u|'  pconld  a:ir,it: 

■  \\\  I  u'liy  not  cimr  aiooii anil  'O:  for  vir.irvylf;  liicrcS  n» 
^  rfl-  i  -ohligitinn  and  u*.- could  ciwtt$e  year  til's-  faci-vi-r: 

whn-iMin  01753  830350  London.-  0171  499  9626 


Cxh-11  Ur.nn-  -  ,;s  Si'll  .  •  -  r.  nuUor  -  V.  i  U'll 

v-:-—  - - 


"..Think,  Mr  Foftescue . 
surety  you  have 
other  interests 
besides  train¬ 
spotting  ?  " 


Twiv^>£>^ 

KATHARINE  ALLEN  Td :  0171  935  3115 
18  Thayer  Street  ~  London  W1M  5LD 


Our  manben  come 
from  all  mlfcs  of  life 
and  front  all  Crier  dx: 
country  -  we're  lure  to 
know  someone  who 
could  be  rigfat  for  you. 
ftro  Walla  BbtUJqaeiai 
Wlte  to  2S  Jtdngfcn  « 
iminm  OLarChU 

01869  324  100 

E*.!JW..4fi£4  -twriri. 


slbnf  medium  haDd.S*4~-K21- 
2B.  SEf  BuywheteL  Bax  No 

COMPASSIONATE,  xhy.  6'.  weU 
educated.  prufeeeVtnxI.  (os- 
loving  young  man  C24TX  movlaB 
to  West  Dorset,  seeks  friend, 
maybe  more,  foe  tripe,  dneme. 
leeluiuuiif,  pubs,  concerte. 
etc-  Photo  pluses-  Beat  M°Mg 

|  UUM  why  -watte  ro  ore  when 

you  ceu  meet  hundreds  of  ehglr 

ble,  etuaettre  area  by  culling 
/inti  ivevMtvutetlmOBOO 

141  141- _ _ _ 

LONDON  todies  im|uirad  for  our 
guaUty  genltosaea  awabea 
Ooretan  0171  483  8377 
|  OUk  Arable  Former  wonts  luinon- 
ric  bridge/  rerraW  travel  paw- 1 
nee.  l!C  Beds.  Boot  No  9128  abiCa  I 

I  mCHMOBBK  Kingston.  Bshea, 
WUuav  Oxbridge  CTW.  KT.  tJB. 
HA)  Ladies  don't  be  atoms  all 
EHie  latmducttont  far  a 
persons  1  confidential  service. 
0181  580  0028  7  days 


indi  vidual  birred  un¬ 
done  to  gentlemen  of  quality. 
Can  Dovetail  01372  379900 

I  TOWEL  Cuinpairlno  for  business¬ 
man  who  will  Offer  lots  of  (an 
to  •  ctrevto  ft  beautiful  profes¬ 
sions!  lady,  20-26.  Please  reply 
to  Box  No  9121  3E  /j. 

h™v.  wake  up!  Club  Encoun¬ 
ters  is  open  every  day.  Call  ns 
now  0800  141141. 

I  OAY  men  Landou/Home  Couuries 
seeking  tong  Man  retodan- 
■Mp.  -  ring  Significant  Others  - 
the  an  Intro  bureau  for  prof  es- 
stormls-  0171  499  5939 
aamaUH.  32,  eenelriva,  kind. 
CBOH.  Ukae  <|rei"'i  music. 
I— u-v-.  ft  nxireMatiou  WLTM 
■tuilartr  nice  young  gay  gtn* 
rionBW,  25-35.  for  friendship, 
poxelbry  relationship.  Photo 
pivwse^Bcflt_No_B64A  3f  Shi 

.  CAY  MEN  Escape  the  scene!  Let 
as.  introduce  you  to  bright 
at  tractive  gay  wen  al  our  ra¬ 
te  pxiriee/eveatm.  A*  featured 
cu  National  TV/tadlo.  OUT  ft 
OUT  tl-ondon)  0181  723  9246 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR? 

Life  could  be  more  fim  if  yew  call 


Personal  IrtreduOions  and  Endwrted  Evenmgs 
far  attractive  professoral  people 
Plane  cxBCbcrji  Brawn 

Be  mo  0171  351  5535 


31 A  Sl  James  s  Square  London  SVW1 


Celebrities  /■  ■  secretaries 


innir 


H  Club 


S'mce  M5  piffle  ofipidiu  have  been  introduced  through  our  exclusive  iocial  r.  em  and 
superb  in (fl.nimm  wire.  invite  membership  ft*  i*<  tnpleinent  almost  certainly  the  largest 

wlectw  iH  imanadieu  pn>feisi(wats  in  the  I  K. 

•  Personal  innviluciitwy  •  Hvidl  events 


?■!  I  f.  a  V/i  O  -  ■  ■  f  ft'-  O'.l'jD  •  con 


0171  499  3833 


kj:\  parties 

Member  ol  LSe  Executive  Club  ol  5)  James's  may  attend  a  whole  range  or  partes  throughout  the  UK  ranging  from  cocktail 
parBes  to  btoek  tie  dinner  dances.  Social  membership  to  our  organisation  costs  £40  tor  3  months  or  Cl  25  lor  2  years.  For 
those  seeking  to  find  someone  special  the  introduction  service  ranges  tram  £240  tor  a  basic  membership  to  as  much  as 
C4.500  'f  you  ate  someone  very  special.  We  Invite  you  to  caD  us  so  we  may  UNI  you  more  about  our  services  and  what 
makes  us  so  ditferenL 

•  We  are  seeing  Social  Hostesses  in  certain  areas. 
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8.30am  to  10.30pm  7  days  a  week  or  write  to  FREEPOST  305  London  EC1B  1SY  ab^  Member 
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THE  LISTENER  CROSSWORD 


$ _ _  No  3441:  A  Christmas  Puzzle  by  Smokey 


CHRISTMAS  BRIDGE  COMPETITION 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


Win  ajeroboam  of  Moet& Chandon 
champagne  in  our  festive  listener 
crossword  competition. 

The  closing  date  is  January  15, 
1998.  Entries  to:  Christmas  listener 
Crossword,  63  Green  Lane,  St 
Albans,  Hertfordshire  AL3  6HE .  The 
names  of  the  winners  will  be 
published  on  January  17 


CLUES  are  of  iwo  sorts;  34  dues  lead  to  answers  which  contain  a  superfluous  letter,  alluded  to  in  subsidiary  due  indications  and  always 
appearing  in  a  checked  position  in  the  grid.  FYum  the  answer  to  the  other  20  dues,  a  letter  should  be  omitted  wherever  it  occurs.  Definitions  refer 
to  me  lull  answer,  whereas  the  subsidiary  indication  refers  to  the  grid  entry.  Taken  in  due  order,  the  34  extra  letters  spell  out  a  question  and  the 
20  omitted  letters  spell  out  a  crypdc  due.  Both  lead  to  the  same  answer,  which  will  enable  the  puzzle  to  be  completed.  Numbers  indicate  the 
lengths  of  corresponding  lights.  Chambers  (1993)  is  recommended,  but  does  not  give  a  feminine  form,  nor  two  proper  names. 

44  Soap  bubbles  in  heated  bath  (41 

45  Piece  of  communion  bread  gypsy  brought  round  prior  to  ser¬ 
mon  (6) 


ACROSS 

2  'Have  no  supply  of  beef  after  onset  of  BSE'i  disheartened 
cook’s  grouse  (10) 

1 1  Young  devil  grts  one  million  on  credit  (4) 

15  Divine  presence  coils  round,  enveloping  male  (7) 

20  Hammer  home,  as  it  were,  to  old  gents,  including  royal  (7) 

2 1  Group  that  is  seen  on  motorbike  heading  off  (8) 

22  Irish,  seven  days  on.  weaiy  (4) 

24  Who  might  serve  ingredients  of  crSpe  at  end  of ‘roe’?  (6) 

26  Large  feline,  child  hater?  The  reverse  (7) 

27  Fast  runners,  perhaps,  going  round  Illinois  (6) 

28  Popular  song.  No.  5  in  charts  (4) 

30  Faction  member,  one's  advanced  capital  (7) 

3 1  Opening  in  parly  (4) 

33  Cease  giving  school  group  work  (5) 

34  Famous  personality  turning  round  corner  following  greet¬ 
ings  (8. 2  words) 

36  Part  of  baby’s  bottle  I  found  about  five  o’clock?  (8) 

■&,  37  Middle  part  of  carol  by  soprano  lacking  substance,  per- 
*  formed  in  a  certain  way  (5) 

40  Judge  East  has  somewhere  to  sit  (on  boat?)  (4) 

42  Cake  Charlie  baked  (7) 


.  46  Kick  bail  round  carriage  and  boat  (7) 

47  Sexy  female,  hot  one  embracing  roue  excitedly  (6) 

48  Fabric  for  bah  (4) 

49  Dye  could  provide  nicer  colour?  Not  half  (8) 

50  People  at  the  bar  not  getting  drunk  every  month  (7) 

51  Ferments  in  vats?  Yes,  oddly  enough  (7) 

52  One  chap  that’s  not  soft  (4) 

53  Insect  found  in  files  stuffed  into  storage  con  tamer  (10) 
DOWN 

1  Striker,  mostly  old  one,  outwardly  showing  signs  of  scurvy 

W 

3  Spy  nuts  put  into  f-fruit  puree  served  up.  and  chops  (8, 2 

4  High  voice?  Allocate  odd  parts  only  (4) 

5  King,  alone  standing  up  to  embrace  Queen,  dances  (6) 

6  Former  athlete,  note,  training  with  American  contemporary 
(9) 

7  Eastern  currency,  formerly  enough  for  circulation  (4) 


8  Lid  of  coffin  managed  to  be  fitted  into  hearse?  Here's  some 
funeral  music  (9) 

9  Cordial,  cheeky  son  entertaining  pervert  (9) 

10  Having  no  fancy  minstrel  music  of  yore,  yell  out  (9) 

12  Within  a  mile,  see  seeds  or  com  and  a  fern  genus  (9) 

!3  Greeting  twice:  that's  affected  (4) 

14  lH  be  replaced  by  professional  at  start  of  opening  piece, 
without  delay  (7) 

15  Indian  teacher  goes  round  dilapidated  shed,  a  product  of  his 
country  (9) 

16  Recorder  gets  protection  with  thanks  (6) 

17  This  skittle  is  later  smashed  in  Strike  Alley  (4) 

1 8  Start  of  a  geological  period  (4) 

19  Straight  struggle  involving  past  figure  (9) 

23  Capture  ancient  symbol  of  wood  (8) 

25  US  writer  featured  in  sang,  followed  by  a  dance  ( 7) 

29  Females  gathering  in  lots  of  dosh?  (6) 

32  Antarctic  explorer,  one  with  toes  unaffected  if  below  zero?  (6) 

38  Fashion  newspaper  (4) 

39  The  case  of  the  Steamship  Four  (4) 

41  Be  upstanding,  introducing  European  Community  music- 
maker  (4) 

43  H-hefp  for  a  deeply  religious  sort  (4) 

44  Diocese  is  where  youll  find  some  of  these  sermonisers  (4) 


The  solution  and  notes  for  No  3438  is  on  page  2 


Win  a  jeroboam  of 
Moet&  Chandon.  Entries  lo: 
Christmas  Bridge.  The  Times,  I 
Pennington  Street  London  El 
9XN,  by  January  13.  Winner 
will  be  published  on  January  17. 


1.  Suuih  is  ihe  dealer  at  rubber 
bridge,  and  this  K  rhp  auction: 

S _ w  n  E 

Tc  Pais  TFi  Piii 

1  S  Pass  i 

What  would  juu  bid  as  North  on 
this  hand:  (10  puims] 

*Q32*A<?8  32495*KQ7 

2.  My  partner  and  l  missed  a  good 
penalty  on  ihis  mhber  bridge  hand. 
Love  all  Dir  Wesi  Rubber  Bridge 

*AJ  10 
V  K  0  10 

•  A  10 
*KCiJ8-1 

*  K  094  2  N  ;  *76 

W  e'*AJ942 
♦6  1  -  :  • KQJ  8  3 

*A107632  _ ? _ i  *9 

*853 

*0763 

•  97542 
*5 

S _ W _ N _ E 

'  tC  Dble  Redble 

ID  IS  2  N  T  Dble 

3  C  Pass  Pass  Pass 

The  contract  went  three  down. 
Which  was  |aj  the  worst  bid.  (b)  the 
most  imagine me  hid  and  (cl  the 
wettest  bid.  I  hu\e  chosen  one  in 
category  (a)  and  mo  in  (b)  and  (c):  if 
you  select  im  first  choice  you  act 
five  points,  fur  mv  second  choice 
you  get  two  points. 


3.  You  need  four  tricks  from  this 
combination: 

AJ654 

092 

There  are  no  problems  with  entries. 

a)  Which  is  the  besi  play?  (5  poinrsj 

bj  What  is  the  second  best  play,  and 
where  dift*s  it  lose  in  the  besi  play? 
(5  points! 

4.  How  would  vnu  play  Seven 
Diamonds  from  the  West  hand  on 
the  lead  of  the  king  of  dubs?  There 
has  been  no  opposition  bidding.  (10 
points). 

AKOS3  J  9 

08  A B  7 3 

A  108  53  KQJ 

9  A  J63 

5.  Who  in  1947  ha\  e  I  described  in 
The  Times  as  a)  intrepid:  bl  ebul¬ 
lient:  c)  formidable?  Three  points 
each. 

Tie-breaker:  Give  an  entertain¬ 
ing  excuse  for  a  mistake  —  acid, 
implausible  or  amusing.  Maxi¬ 
mum  20  words. 


TWO  BRAINS 


From  page  22 

Question  I: 

Wid/H^ilay.  ihe  Mini  ui  alpha  pvjjjnns 
<A  •  1  etc) 

Question  2; 

Jl Jasper 

b)  Myrtle 

c)  Basil 
dl  Louis 


CHESS  | 

n 

COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES  ^ 

by  Raymond  Keene 

by  Tim  Wapshott 

LAST  week  I  promised  a  review  of 
the  latest  text  on  the  sharp  Dragon 
variation  of  the  Sicilian  Defence. 
This  has  always  been  a  great 
favourite  with  aggressive  players 
such  as  Britain's  Tony  Miles,  and 
Kasparov  "himself  uncorked  it  as 
his  secret  weapon  in  the  1995 World 
;/  Championship  match. 

If  you  can  master  its  intricacies 
from  either  side  you  will  certainly 
reap  a  rich  reward  in  extra  points 
scored.  There  is  no  more  extensive 
guide  than  The  Complete  Dragon 
by  Gufeld  and  Stetsko  (Batsford, 
£17.99).  However,  to  extract  the  full 
message  readers  must  be  prepared 
to  absorb  no  fewer  than  352  pages 
of  complex  variations  and 
subvariations,  further  complicated 
by  huge  transpositional  possibili¬ 
ties.  This  week’s  game  shows  how 
effective  the  Dragon  was  in 
Kasparov’s  hands  when  his  chal¬ 
lenger  in  the  World  Championship 
was  caught  by  surprise. 

White  Viswanathan  Anand; 
Black:  Garry  Kasparov 
World  Championship.  New  York 
1995 

Sicilian  Defence 
t  84  c5  2  Nt3  d6 
3  d4  cxd4  4  Nxd4  Nf6 

5  Nc3  gfil 

Since  Kasparov  had  no  recorded 
tournament  game  with  the  Drag¬ 
on,  Anand  cannot  have  expected  it 
and  certainly  did  not  prepare 
against  it  The  Dragon,  by  the  way. 
derives  its  name  from  a  fanciful 
resemblance  between  Black’s  king- 
side  and  centre  pawn  structure 
and  that  of  the  shape  of  the- 
mythical  beast 

6  Be3  Bg7  7  (3  0-0 

8  Qd2  Nc6  9  Bc4  B47 

10  0-0-0  Ne5  11  Bb3  RcB 

The  Dragon  theme  is  clear.  The 
players  castle  on  opposite  sides  and 
will  proceed  to  hack  against  each 
other’s  kings. 

12  M  hS 

A  move  favoured  by  Grandmasters 
Soltis.  Mestel  and  Miles,  the  idea 
being  to  block  White's  attack  in  its 
tracks.  Kasparov  said  after  the 
game  that  if  White  cannot  engineer 
g4.  his  attack  is  going  nowhere. 

13  Kbl  Nc4  14  Bxc4  Rxc4 
15  Nde2  b5  16  Bh6  Qa5 

As  Gufeld  and  Stetsko  point  out  in 
their  book.  Black  can  now  meet  17 
NU5  with  17 . . .  Qxd2  IS  Nxe7+  Kh7 
19  Bxd2  Nxe4  as  a  neat  tactical 
trick,  ensuring  active  counterplay. 
17  Bxg7  Kxg7  18  Nf4 


Here  the  Russian  authors  recom¬ 
mend  the  manoeuvre  18  Ncl 
followed  by  Nb3. 

18  ...  Rfc8  19  Ncd5 


abcdefgh 


White  sees  no  alternative  but  to 
transpose  into  a  level  ending.  Black 
is  already  threatening  an  advanta¬ 
geous  sacrifice  on  c3. 

19...  Qxd2  20  Rxd2  Nxd5 

21  Nxd5  KJ8 

It  is  quite  reasonable  to  defend  the 
e7-pawn,  but  Kasparov  soon  starts 
to  complicate  the  issue  by  allowing 
White  to  take  it  in  certain  varia¬ 
tions.  By  continually  offering  such 
bait  Kasparov  encourages  Anand 
to  overestimate  his  own  position. 

22  Hel  Rb8  23  63  Rc5 

24  Nf4  RbcS 

25  Kb2  a5  26  a3  Kg7l 

Kasparov  deliberately  removes  the 
protection  of  his  e-pawn  and 
Anand  becomes  over-exdted. 

27  Nd5  Be6 

28  b4? 

The  right  move  was  to  play  the  im¬ 
mediate  28  Nxe7  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  variation  is  forced:  28 . . .  Re829 
NdS  Bxd5  30  b4  axb4  31  axM  Rc4 
32  Rxd5  Rxb4+  33  Kd  S  34  Rxd6 
ixe435  Kd2  when  a  draw  is  more  or 
less  unavoidable. 

28  ...  axb4  29  axb4  Rc4 
30  Nb6?7 

This  move  is  over-optimistic. 
Anand  overlooks  the  trick  that 
Kasparov  had  prepared  long  in 
advance.  He  was  obliged  to  play  30 
Nxe7  when  30. . .  Rxb4+  31  Kcl  Ba2 
32  Rxd6  Rbl+  33  Kd2  Rxc2+  34  Kxc2 
Rxel  leaves  Blade  with  what  win¬ 
ning  chances  there  are.  but  this  was 
far  preferable  to  the  text 
30  ...  Rxb4+31  Ka3  Rxc2! 

This  extraordinary  tactic  in  a 
simplified  position  leaves  Black 
two  dear  pawns  ahead  after  either 
32  Kxb4  Rxd2  or  32  Rxc2  Rb3+  33 
Ka2  Re3+  34  Kb2  Rxel. 

White  resigns 


WINNING  MOVES 


'ifAa-ffyiapne 

JtOET &  CHANDON  ■ 


Win  a  jeroboam  of  MoEt  &  Chandon 
champagne.  The  dosing  date  is 
January  15.  Send  your  entries  la 
Christmas  Winning  Moves,  The  rimes.  • 
1  Pennington  Street.  London  El  9XN. 
The  winners’  names  will  be  published 
on  January  17 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Short  -  Biytasis, 

Howdjd  the  young  Nigel  Short 
conclude  this  game,  played  in  one 
of  his  first  major  international 
events? 


The  first  correct  answer  drawn  on 


Thursday  will  also  win  a  yeart 
subscription  to  the  Staunton  Soci¬ 
ety.  Answers  on  a  postcard  please 
addressed  to  Winning  Move  com¬ 
petition,  The  Times,  I  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN. 

The  answer  will  be  published 
next  Saturday. 

last  week’s  solution: 

! ...  Rhl+ 


Clockwise  from  top  left:  Vivienne  Westwood.  Winston  Churchill,  Edwina  Currie  and  Bob  Dylan 


which  singer,  in  ThcTimcs  on  June 


nOET&CHANDON 


THESE  posers  are  taken  from 
three  widely  available  CD-Ronis. 
Study  the  questions  and  choose  one 
of  tine  multiple  answers.  Mark 
your  choices  on  a  postcard,  along 
with  name,  address  and  home 
telephone  number.  Send  toe  Com¬ 
puter  Games  &  Pastimes  Quiz  97. 
Weekend.  The  Times.  1  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN. 

Illegible  entries  will  be  disquali¬ 
fied  and  the  judges'  derision  is 
final.  Your  entry  must  arrive  by 
December  31.  if  more  than  one 
person  correctly  answers  all  ques¬ 
tions,  the  winner  will  be  the  first 
one  out  of  the  hat 

1.  These  words  can  be  arranged  to 
form  a  sentence.  Is  tins  sentence 
true  or  false?  Never  sleep  big  dogs, 
a  true  b  false  c  neither 

2.  Which  British  royal  said  when  a 
footman  spilt  cream  on  him:  “My 
God  man.  I’m  not  a  strawberry”? 
a  Duke  of  Edinburgh  b  Henry  Vin 
c  Edward  VII 

3.  Whose  leg  injury  in  August  this 
year  knocked  E8.6  million  over¬ 
night  from  his  company’s  stock 
market  value? 

a  Ryan  Giggs  b  Alan  Shearer 
cAlan  Sugar 

4.  In  this  series,  what  number 
comes  next?  1. 4. 8. 13. 

a  17  b  18  c  19 

5.  Who  said,  on  being  asked  during 
an  interview  if  he  would  say 
something  about  his  songs:  "Yeah, 
some  of  them  are  about  ten  minutes 
long,  others  five  or  six"? 

a  Des  O'Connor  b  Robbie  Wil¬ 
liams  c  Bob  Dylan 


Win  ajeroboam  of 
Moet&  Chandon 
champagne  in  our 
festive  quiz. 

6.  Brine  is  to  salt  as  punch  is  to 
what? 

a  Judy  b  sugar  chit 

7.  When  did  Muhammad  Aii  be¬ 
come  undisputed  heavyweight 
champion  of  the  world  for  the 
second  time? 

a  1973  b  1974  c  1975 

8.  Who  said,  at  an  exhibition  of 
drawings  by  children:  “When  1  was 
their  age,  1  could  draw  like  Raph¬ 
ael,  but  ittook  me  a  lifetime  to  learn 
to  draw  like  them." 

a  Rolf  Harris  bRqy  Lichtenstein 
c  Pablo  Picasso 

9.  In  what  event  did  Eddie  “The 
Eagle”  compete? 

a  ski  jumping  bsnow  boarding 
c  tobogganing 

10.  If  all  fish  can  walk,  then  trout 
can 

a  dance  h  fly  c  walk 

11.  186,000  miles  per  second  is 

a  the  speed  of  light  b  a  law  we  can 
five  with  c  the  speed  of  bananas 

12.  Who  said:  “If  someone  asks  for 
a  soft  drink  at  a  party,  we  no  longer 
think  he  is  a  wimp.” 

a  Norma  Major  b  Edwina  Currie 
cMo  Mowlam 

13.  What  1997-9S  Premiership 
football  dub  has  a  ground  which 
might  be  named  after  a  nut? 

a  Leicester  City  b  Arsenal 
e  Manchester  United 

14.  Phil  gets  twice  as  large  a  share 
of  the  profits  as  any  of  Ills  three 
partners,  who  get  equal  shares. 
What  per  cent  of  the  entire  profits  is 
Phil's? 


a  40  per  cent  b  50  per  cent  c  66.67 
percent 

15.  Who  began  a  letter  to 
T.E.  Lawrence,  who  had  by 
then  retired  from  public  life  to 
become  Aircraftsman  Brown. 
338171:  “Dear  338171  (May  I  call  von 
33ST 

a  Tennessee  Williams  b  Winston 
Churchill  c  Noel  Coward 

16.  Who  is  the  only  boxer  to  hold 
three  undisputed  world  titles 
simultaneously? 

a  Henry  Cooper  b  Henry  Arm¬ 
strong  c  Henry  Kissinger 

17.  In  a  given  month,  Monday  is 
the  21st  day  of  the  month.  What  day 
of  the  week  was  the  1st  of  the 
month? 

a  Tuesday  b  Thursday  c  Sunday- 

18.  Harold  Shonenberg  said  of 


3i ».  1981:  'His  vocal  cords  were 
kissed  tn  God”? 

a  Luciano  Pavarotti  b  Placido 
Domingo  cJuse  Carreras 

19.  Mr  Jones  is  usually  clear  and 
direct  uf  speech,  yet  his  remarks 
today  were  uncharacteristically 
what? 

a  superficial  b  obscure  c  servile 

20.  Ten  men  can  paint  30  houses  in 
ijO  days,  so  five  men  can  paint  15 
houses  in: 

a  15  days  b  30  days  c  60  days 

21.  Who  said  or  w  hom:  "He  w  as 
over-dressed,  pompous,  snobbish, 
sentimental  and  vain.  But  he  had 
an  undeniable  flair  for  the 
possibilities  of  commercial 
rhearre"? 

a  Tim  Rice  of  Andrew  Llovd 


Webber  b  Bernard  Manning  of  Jim 
Davidson  c  Evelyn  Waugh  of 
Oscar  Wilde 

22.  Roads  always  have 

a  lines  b  width  c  lighting 

23.  Huw  many  numbers,  between 
UK)  and  300.  begin  or  end  with  the 
figure  2? 

alnobllUclAi 

24.  Who  has  scored  the  most  Test 
runs  in  a  career  playing  for  ihe 
West  Indies? 

aViv  Richards  bViv  Westwood 
c  Vic  Reeves 

25.  Who  w  rote:  "Who  controls  the 
past  controls  the  future.  Who 
controls  the  present  control*,  the 
past"? 

a  William  Shakespeare  b  George 
Orwell  c  Jeffrey  Archer 


NEW  SOFTWARE 


MEN  IN  BLACK,  the  game 
translation  of  the  summer  box- 
office  sizzler.  is  not  entirely  satisfy¬ 
ing.  The  fault  does  not  lie  in  the 
idea  but  in  its  execution.  Guiding 
one  of  the  three  natty  government 
agents,  J,  K  and  L,  you  must  stop 
aliens  exterminating  mankind.  To 
help,  you  are  put  through  a  variety 
of  training  programmes,  none  of 
which  is  quite  so  effective  as  the 
vast  weapon  arsenal  you  amass. 

This  starts  with  a  bog-standard 
side  arm,  progressing  to  more 
lethal  pulsar  blasters  and  pulsar 
arm  canons.  Should  you  be  injured 
during  an  exchange  of  fire  with  toe 
opposition.  Medikits  replenish 
your  health.  These  can  be  held  in 
your  inventory  until  needed. 

Gremlin  Interactive’s  game 
looks  reasonable.  There  are  200 
locations  to  trawl  with  a  good  mix 
of  action  and  puzzle-solving.  The 
settings  look  fine  but  the  problem  is 
with  toe  characters  as  they  move 
across  the  screen.  From  toe  over- 
the-shoulder  vantage  point  you 
move  your  letter  of  the  alphabet 

character  awkwardly  across  the 

screen,  with  the  look  and  fed!  of 
yesterday's  technology. 

In  the  Alone  in  the  Dark  series, 
when  gormless  characters  met 
obstacles  such  as  walls,  they 
walked  on  the  spot  regardless,  and 
here  the  creaking,  lazy  style  is  back. 
■  Verdict:  7  out  of  10.  Action 
game  of  mixed  appeal.  £29.99. 

EUROPRESS  gave  music  educa¬ 
tion  a  boost  by  making  it  a  blast  for 
teenagers  with  the  Interactive 
Songbook  idea.  First  up  was  Oasis 
in  toe  summer.  In  time  for  Christ¬ 
mas  are  the  next  three  in  the  series: 
Blur.  Sting  &  The  Pblice  and  1NXS. 

The  titles  each  feature  their 
artists’  well-known  songs,  broken 


Men  in  Black:  awkward 


down  into  easily  digested  guitar, 
keyboard  and  vocal  parts.  Original 
recordings  are  used,  and  there  is  a 
delicate  simplicity  to  toe  informa¬ 
tion  imparted.  Guitar  notes,  for 
instance,  are  illustrated  with 
graphics  showing  how  each  chord 
should  be  played  while  lyrics  flash 
(ike  a  karaoke  machine. 

The  music  can  be  paused  any¬ 
where  in  a  song  or  repeated 
endlessly,  with  guitar  and  key¬ 
board  parts  played  in  isolation,  to 
make  lighter  work  of  practising. 
There  are  also  biography  and 
discography  databases. 

The  Blur  Interactive  Songbook 
comes  on  three  discs  and  is  built 
around  the  hand’s  Parklife  album, 
which  spawned  hits  such  as  Girls 
0  Boys.  To  the  End  and  Parklife. 
The  Sting  title,  also  on  three  discs, 
is  based  on  his  greatest  hits  album, 
covering  Police  classics  such  as 
Message  In  a  Bottle  to  solo  works 
such  as  Englishman  in  New  York. 

The  INKS  Interactive  Songbook 
features  ten  tracks  on  two  CD- 
Roms,  taken  from  the  band's  1994 
hit  compilation,  such  as  Need  You 
Tonight  and  The  Devil  Inside. 
■  Verdict:  8  out  of  10.  Music 
tutors  using  original  recordings. 
£29.99. 
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by  John  Morgan 


Send  your  queries  to  Morgan's  Modem  Manners,  The  Times.  Weekend, 
l  Pennington  Street.  London  El  9XN. 

fol  My  Sff-year-old  mother  (very  frjl  Apropos  guests  and  laundry 
LXJ  compos  mentis)  likes  to  play  (Weekend,  Saturday  Nov- 

word  games  (as  we  all  do).  My  ember  29th):  Is  it  acceptable,  alter 
mother  likes  winning  (who  a  nightmare  journey  of  traffic 
doesn't?),  but  lately  she  will  act-  jams,  to  demonstrate  on  a  map  an 
rally,  barefacedly  cheat  We  hod  alternative  route  home  for  the 
always  enjoyed  our  word-game  guest  on  arrival,  or  should  it  be 
evenings,  and  cheating  would  delayed?  If  the  latter,  could  i!  be 
have  been  unthinkable  She  is  not  construed  as  a  hint  to  leave? 
the  sort  von  could  easily  confront  Dr  James  Pflpd,  Stoke-on-Trent, 
with  this.  How  can  we  dean  up-  Staffordshire, 
her  game?  Before*  Christmas?  —  rr-j  Mindful  that  the  first  rule  of 
Darrel  S.  Boote.  Cambridge.  IA1  hospitality  is  to  make  your 

[X]  Use  flattery,  first  to  lower  guest  feel  welcome  immediately.  I 
l£if  your  mother’s  defences  ana  would  say.  “Oh.  poor  you,  the 
then  go  in  for  the  kill.  Next  time  motorway  can  be  murder.  Do 
you  gei  together  to  play  a  game  ask  remind  me  to  go  through  the  back 
hen  "I  think  some  of  us  are  getting  r0U|e  with  you  before  you  leave.” 
rather  confused  about  the  rules.  Then  offer  him  a  drink. 


fpn  My  SO-year-oId  mother  (very 
uzj  compos  mentis)  likes  to  play 
word  games  (as  we  all  do).  My 
mother  likes  winning  (who 
doesn't?),  but  lately  she  wfll  art- 
rally.  barefacedly  cheat  We  had 
always  enjoyed  our  word-game 
evenings,  and  cheating  would 
have  been  unthinkable  She  is  not 
the  sort  yon  could  easily  confront 
with  this.  How  can  we  dean  up 
her  game?  Before*  Christmas?  — 
Darrel  S.  Boote.  Cambridge, 
nn  Use  flattery,  first  to  lower 
Lr^-I  your  mother’s  defences  and 
then  go  in  for  the  kill.  Next  time 
you  get  together  to  play  a  game  ask 
hen  "I  think  some  of  us  are  getting 
rather  confused  about  the  rules, 
perhaps  you  could  take  us  through 
them?”  Then,  when  she  starts  to 
cheat.  exclaim:  “But  Mummy.  1 
thought  you  said  that  one  only  gets 
extra  points  if  the  word  has  four 
syllables?”  Although  she  might  not 
be  shamed  into  submission,  she 
should  realist-  that  she  has  been 
outflanked  by  cunning. 

[K|  How  does  one 
l^cl  discover  whether 
one’s  wedding  present 
arrived  safely  if  there 
is  no  letter  of  (banks 
received?  I  don't  want 
to  ask  the  bride's 
mother,  but  we  would 
like  to  know  that  the 
bride  and  groom  re¬ 
ceived  our  present 
sent  in  September 
1996.  —  Name  and 
address  withheld. 

Make  the  most  of 

_  that  useful  little 

seasonal  missive,  the  Christmas 
card,  to  find  out  whether  your 
present  ever  arrived.  Just  write 
“We  do  hope  our  wedding  present 
reached  you  both  safely,  and  that 
you  like  if.  This  polite  reminder  of 
their  rudeness  should  ensure  a 
grovelling  reply  by  return  of  post,  ff 
not.  1  suggest  you  excise  this  couple 
not  just  from  your  Christmas  card 
list  but  from  your  present  list,  too. 

fTTI  Apropos  hats  at  funerals. 
1^<I  could  you  comment  on  tfae 
appropriateness  of  middle-aged 
female  mourners  Hashing  their 
pins?  The  Spencer  dan  have  lost 
die  only  member  of  that  illustri¬ 
ous  family  who  could  show  a  leg 
to  advantage.  Similarly,  female 
royal  legs  (and  for  all  1  know, 
male  ones  too)  are  better  imag¬ 
ined  than  seen.  —  Derek  Brooks, 
Cranleigh.  Surrey. 

SI  quite  agree.  Your  letter  re¬ 
minds  me  of  the  recent  fun¬ 
eral  of  an  Australian  rock  musician 
where  there  was  an  excessive 
amount  or  woeful  flesh  on  show. 
Such  displays  are  inappropriate 
because  they  juxtapose  two  quite 
different  and  conflicting  human 
activities:  grieving  and  sexual  dis¬ 
play.  Most  people  feel  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  (his  unholy  combination, 
and  thus  mourners  of  both  sexes 
should  stick  to  sober  dress  at  fun¬ 
erals,  not  just  out  of  respect  for  the 
dead,  but  also  mindful  of  the  sens¬ 
ibilities  of  the  living. 


m 

¥ 


With  Christmas  almost  upon 
-dl  us  again  we  are  besieged  by 
friends  trying  to  sell  us  charity 
Christinas  cards  and  asking  us  to 

donate  to  their  various  causes.  We 
already  give  to  two  charities  and 
have  limited  means.  How  can  we 
politely  refuse  these  demands?  — 
Mrs  N  Derwentwater. 
Perthshire. 
rX]  Charities  are  ex- 
LC\i  tremely  clever  at 
utilising  the  network 
marketing  approach  to 
maximise  their  gains, 
particularly  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  This  being  said, 
good  manners  do  not 
require  the  “good  will 
to  all  men"  cliche  to  be 
taken  too  far.  Next 
time  you  are  confront¬ 
ed  by  a  well-meaning 
but  pushy  friend  just 
say:  "I  think  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  brilliant  that  so  many  of  our 
friends  are  involved  in  charity 
work  (Davina  is  working  for  Save 
the  Centipede  Appeal  this  Christ¬ 
mas!).  We  are  not  nearly  so 
organised  so  we  just  give  aU  our 
donations  to  our  regular  two 
charities.  In  this  way  we  fed  we  are 
malting  generous  contributions  to 
specific  projects  rather  than 
spreading  ourselves  too  thinly". 

fTvl  As  a  young  man  1  under - 
stood  that  when  wearing 
evening  dress  and  white  tie.  the 
jacket  should  never  show  the 
white  of  tfae  waistcoat  when  you 
lifted  yoar  arm.  Nowadays  I  see 
eminent  politicians,  concert  solo¬ 
ists  and  the  like  showing  vast 
expanses  of  white  waistcoaL  Was  I 
wrongly  informed?  —  B.M.  Raw- 
kinson.  Leatherfaead.  Surrey. 

m  You  were  quite  correctly  in- 
kV  formed.  However,  as  few  men 
actually  possess  their  own  tail  coats 
nowadays  many  hire  iil-fitting  sets 
of  evening  clothes  when  they  need 
them.  Also,  some  men  mistakenly 
choose  to  wear  straight-topped, 
trousers  rather  than  the  traditional 
higb-waisied  brace  variety,  and 
thus  need  longer  waistcoats.  But 
let’s  not  gripe  too  much  about  such 
minutiae,  and  simply  be  grateful 
instead  that  modem  men  still 
choose  to  wear  this  most  flattering 
form  of  dress. 

• John  Morgan  is  Associate  Editor 
o/GQ 


DAN  BLAIR 

PHOT  TOR  TH  E  FORESEEABLE  FUTURE 


!  rtf 


O/GBTI  ARE  YOU  {]- 
COMING  BACKUP  fgi 
HERE;OR  WHAT  ?JM 
DKS8Y?  y&m 


■  ONE  SMALL  OTP  FOR 
MAN,  ONE  GIANT  SLICE 
FOR  MANKIND . 


MIA 


/  dan  AND  pjgby  encounter  a  strange 

PLANET  RIVEN  WITH  PEER  PARK  CREVASSES 
AND  ENVELOPED  IN  WEJRP,  BLUE  FLAMES  i 


¥  —  ^ 

It  is  tile  monster  on 
our  right  who  is  cutting 
-w  our  allowance 


r  JAKE  THE  LAMPING 
module,  pi gby,  anp^ 
GET  SAMPLES 


PICTURE  LINE 


> 


%%anr/utpnt 

nOET&CHANDON 

Win  a  jeroboam  of  Moet  & 
Chandon  by  suggesting  what 
William  Hague.  Ffion  Jenkins  or 
the  stripper  might  be  saying.  Send 
suggestions  on  a  postcard  with 
your  name  and  address  to 
KdureUne,  Weekend,  The  Times, 
l  Pennington  Street,  El  9XN.The 
dosing  date  is  December  29. 
Last  week's  winning  caption, 
left,  was  submitted  by 
R.  Samueison.  of  Fleet. 

Hampshire. 


WORD  WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 
KANKEDORT 

a.  A  South  African  antelope 

b.  A  sailing-barge 

c.  A  problem 

MUINEIRA 

a.  Spanish  armoury 

b.  A  collection  box 

c.  Song  and  dance 

VIOLON  DTNGRES 

a.  A  pastime 

b.  A  lyre 

c.  The  way-in 

UMBATION 

a.  Bordering 

b.  Arthritis 

c.  Exercise 


No  I2S2 


Answers  on  page  16 


ACROSS  2 

1  To  sieve,  sort  (4) 

3  A  dog;  part  of  Canada  (8)  4 
9  Creepy  (5) 

10  Obsessed  person  (7)  * 

1 1  A  dog;  indication  (7) ' 

12  Scot  town:  part  of  candle  6 

’  (4)  ? 

14  Discourtesy:  unimportant  ‘ 

16  Dig  (field);  (the)  Great  Beai® 
(6)  .  ■ 

15  Improvised  music (4) 

19  George  i  its  Elector  (7) 

22  Fust  letter  (7) 

23  Casals’. du  Prfe’s  instni-  I7 
ment  (5) 

24  Holiness  (8)  z 

25  Peruse,  study (4)  - 

DOWN 

I  Abashed  (8) 


Defensive  strengthen¬ 
ing  (13) 

Provide;  be  able  to 
pay  for  (6) 

(Book)  loan  extension 

(7) 

Fr.  writer  on  eg  US 
democracy  (2.  H) 
Wrinkle:  loose  scrum 

W 

Slit  in  jacket:  aperture 
(4) 

Robin  Hood’s  forest 

(8) 

William  — .  Table 
Talk au  thor(7) 

Swiss  cottage  (6) 
Narrow  part  of  bottle 

<4J 

Prejudice;  cut  across 
weave  (4)  ' 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  J28] 

ACROSS:  1  Peccadillo  9  Amiable  10  Movie  II 
Sulk  12  Spjnster  14  Narrow  15  Hectic  IS  Mis¬ 
chief  20  Brim  22  April  23  Ovation  24  Separatist 
DOWN:  2 Elba  3 Creepy  4  Demented.  5  Lovat  6 
One-track  mind  7  Ways  and  means  8  Pillar  13 
Potholer  16  Torpid  17  Revolt  19  Strap  21  Pass 


TWO  BRAINS 


WILLIAM  Klein  in  Rha 
Island  in  1982.  when  aged  7 
multiplied  two  five-digit  num*j: 
bers  mentally  in  42  seconds./- 
Try  it  for  yourself  before*’^ 
resorting  to  the  calculator.  Tfejajp: 
two  numbers  he  was  randorre.  -^X 
ly  given  were:  57825  x  1348 

Question  1:  -.7?. 

If  FRIDAY -63  and  SUN- 
DAY  =  84.  what  day  =100?  .  v- 

Question  2: 

Can  you.  dunk  of  people's  lr 
names  which  answer  these 
dues?  - 

a)  Highly  coloured  variety  of 
quartz? 

b)  Evergreen:  emblem  of  love? 

c)  Plant  of  the  mint  family? 

d)  French  gold  coin? 

If  you  would  like  a  Mensa*:- 
home  test,  or  information,  call 
01902  772771  or  write  to-  ' 
Mensa.  FREEPOST.  Wolver-  ■■■:' 
hamplon  WV2  1 BR  rp 

Answers  on  page  21  .  RJCf  ® 


ACROSS 

i  It's  not  dear  the  time  is  ripe  for  these 
features  of  last  season  (53,6. 12) 

15  Twine  easily  made  to  overlap,  so  as  to 
bind  |1 1) 

16  Suffering  from  exhaustion,  appeal  is 
rejected  —  bloody  characteristic  (9) 

17  Entrance  with  impudence  (5) 

IS  Get  into  argument,  all  about  symbol 
of  king  hiding  in  tree  f7) 

1 9  Malicious  type’s  faulty  will  dished 
heirs  (3-6) 

20  Endless  drama  co  secure  job 
assignment  (9) 

21  Diver's  union  blockading  an  entrance 
to  seaport  (9) 

22  Go  to  inspect  deceased  at  back  of 
Paddington  home — a  doctor's  being 
brought  in  (1 1) 

23  Virgil’s  works  can  be  staged  with 
music  (5) 

24  Cloth  fibres  and  similar  (6) 

26  Two  calls  for  quiet  work  —  stop  work 
altogether  (43.4) 

25  Taken  to  court  about  pass  being  held 
up  (9) 

32  Harmed  to  get  one  set  of  books 
finished  (8) 

33  Row  at  work,  where  one  has  to  make 
up(S.4) 

35  Italian  poet  relaxed  in  this  way?  (5) 

37  Military  leader  seems  original  in 
manoeuvres  (1 3} 

39  Wood  used  in  popular  chair  (5) 

41  Supporter  of  refreshmems  makes 
milk  supplier  beam  (3.4) 

42  Two-timer  said  to  be  a  fast  runner  (7) 

-43  Almost  intoxicated,  offered  French 

confection  (5) 

44  Echoing  call  to  reform,  applying 
scientific  principles  (13) 

46  Composer  unaffected  by  rejection  (5) 

47  Low  humour  from  this  reactionary 
officer  (7.5) 

49  Book  l  loaned  out  from  libraty  (8) 

52  ,M  u  tuality  almost  having  collapsed, 
start  to  murmur  threat  (9) 

55  Made  net  safe,  replacing  part  sent 
back  —  secure  again  (10) 

56  Strive  Gordius's  problem?  Doubly 
negative.  we  hear  (6) 

58  Fine  weather  holds  appeal  for  girl  (5) 

60  Ruthless  as  Richard  MI?  (4-7) 

62  Extremes  of  temper  —  instinctive 
not  to  become  exceptionally 
wounding  (91 

64  One's  prepared  to  avoid  a  certain 
amount  of  pain  (9) 

65  Hell  plan  to  help  you  to  make  your 
pile  (9) 

67  One  turning  back  to  see  leader 
abandoning  Italian  king  (?) 

68  Announcer  once  expressing  grief? 

(5) 

69  Brew  is  steamed  in  cup  (9) 

70  Success  with  tree  measure  of  work  to 
he  put  in  with  new  shrub  (I  I) 

71  Four  hussars,  say.  presented  thus  to 
Gilbert’s  Captain  (5.633.5.4) 


DOWN 

1  Being  in  overall  charge  of  TV  quiz  (13) 

2  Writer  can  be  a  bit  of  a  bore  (7) 

3  In  extremely  scary  country,  policeman 
in  stress  taken  off  the  beat  (I  I) 

4  Feature  of  Christmas  tree — at  end  of 
Christmas,  it’s  superfluous  (8) 

5  Mum’s  the  word  for  the  leaders  of 
this  society  (10) 

6  Tree  mixture  of  metals  with 
aluminium  replaced  (5) 

7  Deviant  result  published — 
inaccurate  statement;  right?  (7) 

8  Ringing  question  there's  no  need  to 
ask  —  once  you  provided  the  answer 
(3.43.43) 

9  Stint  done  in  insufficently  flexible 
“  way  (II) 

10  Players  use  one  article  and  another  in 
turns  (9) 

11  Where  10  goes  back,  with  raised  leg  (7) 

12  Union  has  capital  in  Switzerland  — 
admitting  nothing  is  most  important 
(63) 

13  Contract  amounting  to  blackmail?  (7) 

14  Horse  planned  to  shy.  being  skittish 
(8.4} 

22  Kelvin  shortly  identified  this  metaJ  (9) 
25  Affect  gravity  to  present  a  more 
rounded  figure  (33.6) 

Z7  Artist  in  right  old  mess  over  two  girls 
(53.9) 

29  Work  till  you  drop,  in  two  ways  (53) 

30  Entertainment  one  may  be  frantic  to 
be  driven  to  (II) 

31  Suicide  mission  —  no  mouse  would 
volunteer  to  do  it  (433) 

34  In  sweet  cover,  hard  Chinese  book  (13) 

35  Him  about  wife's  ring  (5) 

36  Woman  that  is  left  about  to  cry  (6) 

SS  One  going  round  in  car.  and  aUelo 

offer  a  lift  (5) 

40  The  French  like  to  tear  round  and 
give  advice  (9) 

42  What  should  be  considered. 

foRowing  pomp  in  ceremony  (12) 

45  Fingernail  cut  badly -there  are  a 
few  cracked  here  (7,6) 

48  Prime  Minister  on  holiday  —  that's  a 
blow  (5-6) 

50  Executive  role  with  real  meaning, 
perhaps  (4.7) 

51  Shut  in.  having  a  drink  on  a  small 
scale  (10) 

53  People.  I  agree  sadly,  can  be  a  lot  of 
animals  (9) 

54  Town  wants  extra  bank  right  away  (9) 
57  Islanders  have  combatant  forces  m 

centre  of  operations  (S) 

59  After  interval  l  call  for  quiet,  making 
speech  abroad  (7) 

60  Hard  and  sharp-sounding,  being 
Jewish  (7) 

61  Go  side,  wanting  nurse  round  —  one 
comes  at  Iasi  (43) 

63  Missile  ripped  round  stem  of  ship  — 
finish!  (?) 

66  Man  picked  winners,  selecting  five  in 
a  row  (5) 


CHRISTMAS  JUMBO  CROSSWORD 


?\OET  &  CHANDON 


Win  a  Methuselah  of 
Moet  &  Chandon 
champagne  and  an  Alfred 
Dunhill  AD2000.  The 
dosing  date  is  January  15. 
1998.  Send  entries  to: 
Christinas  Jumbo 
Crossword,  The  Tfrnes.  1 
Pennington  Street  London 
El  9XN.  Winners  will  be 
published  on  January  17. 


Alfred  dunhill 


LONDON 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


. - .  POSTCODE  . 


!ci 7^0* 


TIMES  J\M0 


Christmas  Jumbo 

There  are  no  prizes  for  this  crossword.  The 
answers  will  be  published  on  December  30 
ACROSS 

l  “We  are—"  (insubstantial)  {Prospero)JA52~63 ,4.2) 

1 5  Cane  product  rue  starving  {anag.)  (63) 

16  Contamination  (9)  -  •. 

17  Get  cracking  (33):  fight  (3-2) 

18  Classify  (7)  ... 

19  Refill  (9)  • 

20  Departure  from  norm  (9) 

2 1  ‘Wild  West*  holiday  centre  (43) 

22  Second-highest  civilian  braveiy  award  (63)  . 

23  At  right  angles  to  ship's  length  (5) 

24  Likefy  to  happen  (4-2) 

26  Antelope;  besot  there  Iflnag.)  (10) 

28  Cardinal,  Louis  XIU’s  minister  (9) 

32  Pretender  (8) 

.  33  Out  of  control  02)  . 

35  TV.  press,  etc  (5) 

37  One  with  solid  yolk(4-63) 

39  Haring  come  up  (5} 

.  41  Snake  mskJiousjjerson  (7)  " 

42  Ancient  war  vehide  (7) 

43  Vision;  view  (5) 

44  Backwards  (shirt  (53) 

46  Away;  in  reserve  15) 

47  Stern  questioner  (12) 

49  For  procedure's  sake  type  of  invoice  (33) 

52  Had  inside  (9) 

55  Melody  makers  (10) 

56  Loving  touch  (6) 

58  Fr.  town:  a  heavy  Burgundy  (5) 

60  Lovers  of  Russia  (11)  v 

62  Hideous,  hateful  (9) 

64  Small  cup  of  coffee  fl) 

65  Squared-stone  masonry  (9) 

67  Morally  uplifted  (7) 

68  Leonhard  — .  Swiss  mathematician  (5)  1 

69  Found;  educ.  establishment  (9) 

70  Caribbean  (for  pirates  once)  (7.4) 

71  Unmistakeable(2333.43v4.4) 

DOWN 

1  Soldierly  smartness  (43,6) 

2  With  a  fid  on.  (7) 

5  Notional  chief  (10) 

6  Thin  piece;  undress  (5) 

7  (Baroque)  accompanying  instruments  (7) 

8  He  overvalues  what  he  has  (33333)  " 

9  Hampshire  port  (11) 

10  One  launching  new  Incursion  (9) 

1 1  Mixed-breed  dog  (7)  . 

12  Belittle,  deride  (9) 

13  Silhouette  (7) 

14  Walking  in  sleQ>  (12) 

22  Movable-type  pioneer  (9) 

25  Expulsion  from  state  (I  I) 

27  Stopped  the  show-  (7,433)  . 

29  Chequered  play  area  (10) 

30  Eventually  (23,6)  - 

31  Paul  addressee  (10) 

34  Sort  of  fruit,  of  republic  (6) 

35  A  code,  an  Inspector  (5)  . 

36  Room  of  one’s  own  (6)  ■[ 

38  Newly-wed  (5)  ■< 

40  Lives  of  Caesars  author  19} 


48  One  relying  on  reason  il  1) 
50Tordies;  camera  bulbs  (1 1) 

SI  (Bread)  made  with all  the  wheat  (IQ) 

53  Plainly  cooked;  naked  (Fr.)  (2,7) 

54  Indigestion  (9) 

57  Roman  emperor;  medicinal  plant  (8) 

59  Cotton-wool  doud  (7) 

60  William  Tell  composer  (7) 

61  S.  Am.  plainsman  (7) 

63  Jap.  Ryukyu  island  US  base  (7) 

66  Number  of  magazine  (5) 


